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VlitNTKD  IIV  V-.  AND  J.  ADLAKI>, 


Thk  town  of  Rye,  a  BiniiU  isKtiited  spot,  nny  ucm  ot  fint 
nij^hi  lillle  deacniiig  of  Iwiug  rcrorclcd  m  hhtoiy,  but  when 
ve  reooUect  (tuic  the  Cinque  Ports  were  cftllcd  into  existence 
n  a  vetTf  early  |ivrm(f,  pcrlisjw  even  white  the  Kotnans  yet 
renmned  in  England, — tliat  the&e  I*ort«  were  the  tint  parents 
of  our  Dsvj, — that  it  was  from  these  eiU  out  earliest  monaiichs, 
liown  to  the  acccftsion  of  the  Tudors,  drew  (Ac  tpAo/e  of  their 
nftval  force,  and  their  successors  parliai/jf  so  tatc  sa  tho  rcif^ 
of  Chitrles  I,— -and  added  to  this,  that  ityc  became  one  of  the 
Porto,  under  the  title  of  an  ancient  town,  as  early  as  the  rcif^ 
of  Edward  the  Confessor,— then  we  aee  that  tbia  little  town 
ia  no  longer  the  iniigmficant  spot  which,  at  the  first  glance, 
it  appeared  (o  be. 

To  enable  them  to  meet  the  heary  expenses,  nttendaat  on 
dttiug  out  their  ships,  the  Ports  were  endowed  with  grcut 
firivilegea  aaJ  iiamunitics :  these  were  not  granted  by  iiidividtuil 
Charters  to  eaeh  Port,  but  by  one  general  Charter  to  lOl  of 
tbem  in  ihi-ir  <:urpurate  churacler.  Thii<t  the  history  of  any 
one  Port  must  neccasorily  embrace  more  or  lees  of  thai  of  every 
other ;  and  hence,  though  this  work  is  called  a  History  of  Rye, 
yet  still,  so  far  as  regards  the  Charters,  the  Cusiomals,  and  the 
Courts,  it  eontaias  matters  tutcrestiug  to  all  the  Ports,  from 
which  tact  I  %-cntun:  to  hope  to  obtain  the  patronage  not  only 
aT  the  Barons  of  Rye,  but  of  tho»c  of  all  the  other  Ports  and 
tfacir  members. 

By  the  Parliamentary  and  Municii>al  Corporation  Reform 
Bills  the  oncicnt  consiitution  of  the  Cinque  Ports  has  been 
completely  changed;  llicir  privileges  have  become,  in  a  great 
ncaaure,  n  dead  letter,  and  thus,  in  another  generation  or  two, 
the  memory  of  them  would  Ik  clean  gone  for  ever,  were  not 
■oue  record  made  of  tbem  ere  it  be  too  Ute. 

The  archives  of  Rye  arc  rich  inrcmains ;  the  mayors,  jurats, 
and  comliarona  of  the  older  timei,  the  corporation  which  sue- 
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cecded,  nnd  the  town  council  of  our  own  ttiiyis  have  prcscncd 
these  nilH  equal  care  nnd  lidcUty,  so  that  tlic  records  exist 
in  an  tinbroken  series  for  nearly  four  htindrod  ;cari,  com* 
mcncing  December  13th,  1448. 

To  Jfukc,  ia  his  'Charters  of  the  Cinque  Porta,*  every 
historian  of  the  Ports  must  acknowledge  r  deep  debt  of  grntt- 
tude,  thoii!;h  wc  rati  hut  regret  thnt  he  ha<i  not  giren  us  all 
the  infornialioD  which  we  think  he  could  have  done.  He  was 
town  cterk  for  eleven  years;  he  was  bora  ia  lG2d,  and  thttK 
able  to  converse  wi(h  inhabitants  fifty  or  sixty  years  older  than 
hiraEclf,  carrying  him  hack  to  the  middle  of  the  sixteenth 
centut^-,  only  a  buudrcd  years  after  the  supposed  destruction 
of  the  town  in  1448,  of  which  we  have  but  a  confused  account; 
for  lie  tells  un  the  records  of  the  Port  were  then  all  destroyed 
save  u  few  fragments ;  this,  as  far  as  relates  to  the  records 
properly  ito  called,  tliat  is,  the  books  containing  the  proceedings 
at  tlie  ilitrerent  courts,  may  be  correct,  seeing  Lhut  no  such  now 
exist  of  n  previous  date;  but  not  so  as  regards  lU  the  doeu* 
meats,  because  wc  hare  two  still,  those  of  the  respective  dates 
of  1194  and  1197.  It  appears  that,  jircviouitly  to  the  year 
l(>73,  the  proceedings  were  kept  in  a  very  loose  and  disorderly 
manner,  sometimes  on  a  few  sheets  of  {xipvrj  so  that  there  must 
have  been  great  difBeulty  in  preserving  them.  Wc  do  not 
doubt  the  invasion  of  Rye  in  1448,  but  merely  repeat  our 
regret  that  the  accounts  of  It  should  be  so  meagre. 

For  a  ready  access  to  the  records  of  the  town  I  here  beg 
to  tender  my  best  thanlce  to  those  under  whose  care  they  are 
placed,  to  the  Vicar  of  Rye,  and  to  all  public  officers  to  whom 
I  have  bad  occasion  to  apply  for  assistanrv.  To  many  private 
friends  1  am  also  indebted,  but  their  names  I  forbear  to  mention, 
lest,  by  the  accidental  omisson  of  any  one,  I  might  give  ]Mun 
n  here  my  only  desire  is  to  afford  pleasure. 

Rtb;  J%l#r,  1847. 
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oM  <1m<I  o/ canvajsnce  ai  IU<  >kta.  Rbowa  nw  b]r 017  Irioii J  Mr.  Ilallrr,  <ue  IIipv 
mveU:  "AOtbal  ooa  pleo*  «f  liwd  la  tW  Wnlckboil  »tr-'t,  Hjr,  uixl}  iwlungiiiK 
o»loUiol»o™«I«»»«tonainp  i!.-«-  '-'>"noalr  caTInd  UwHoumml  t^nwtion,''  «'• 
mar  l^nxmc,  ibrn,  1I11'  '  >ff  lliw  ptfloO,  lOM.  Yftw  Town  Iikmiw 
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CilAlTEU  I. 


TOE  ORiatN  OF  TUB  N'AUB  OP  BYB,  AND  TRB  CRARTERS. 

Maxy  arc  the  conjectures  ihat  hare  been  hazarded  as  to 
tbe  origin  i>f  die  name  uf  K;c;  we  have  ourselves  bL-retufore 
veutured  on  suinc.  nhich  wo  are  free  to  conTeu  we  now  think 
Wc  ahftU  meolion  the  varloiiti  ctvoions  that  have 
ESto<I.  leBVtng  our  rvuders  tt)  decide  for  themselves  OS 
Id  theirplausiljility. 

The  niudt-m  name  of  this  uuciciil  town  is  always  nrittcn  Rye, 
fiinncrlr  Aooivlimi-)!  Ilie,  and  si>aivtiine»t  Rhlv,  aUo  in  Ijntin  lUa 
and  Rhiit.  The  old  name  seems  to  have  been  Rte  ur  Rliic, 
pnibubly  previous  to  the  C»>imin;*l,  alWr  which,  wlicii  all  pub- 
lic freonlx  wcrr  k-i')it  in  l^tin,  the  name  wua  lulinized  iucci 
(thia  ur  Ilia.  Cumtk-ii  tU-rivett  it  IVoiii  Kivc,  Nf.rman,  Ripu. 
Latin,  a  bank.  Jeakc  has  (he  iVillouing  obscrvatioiia  on  (his 
bead:  "  1  cauuot  ciincludc,''  says  he.  "  lo  derive  its  iinmc  from 
Ric,  the  com  so  called  (as  ilictoo  in  VViinriek  shire,  in  (he  opi- 
nifin  of  DuKdalc],  beeaiise  na  the  soil  thereabout  is  not  very 
rwopcr  lo  bew  it,  s*»  ihe  pctijtic  there  are  gi-ncrally  averse  ti>  it. 
S'or  will  1  aflirm  the  iiami-  eiune  frnro  (he  rivulet  Kie  miming 
Iij-  l!ic  frtdt  <if  WiHcheliHia  Hill;  nor  from  Kin-  or  Iti.-v  Home- 
tiDic«  u»rd  for  a  river,  ihiiii-^h  ihi-  i-iver  of  Kolhcr  on  the  i-ast, 
an.i  ifiL-  rrt-t-U  i.f  ilir  lea,  like  a  i-ivcr  ninniii^  up  on  the  west 
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intn  the  country  between  Peattmarsh  and  Udimcr,  callnl  yt-t 
'lillin;fhuin  Wuttr,  I'rom  ii  fiinn  on  PcuKiniirali  side,  wlitch  it 
viislieth,  meeting  together  with  the  »tid  R<-r  and  ruuniiig  »iit 
to  si-n  lit  the  south-cast  (niiil  foriiit-rty  niorc  atnitth)  side  ut 
the  town,  might  he  aupiinscd  to  have  first  occasioned  the  iiamr. 
But  it  Mcnis  to  mc  ralhvr  to  tnkc  the  uaniv  from  the  British 
ytord  Rhy,  signifyinga  ftml,  or  a&  some  nay  a  Iray  ;  in  reference 
lo  the  former  imtwrting  the  place  where  the  rivers  of  Rolher  and 
lite  were  yet  fordat>Ic  ;  and  to  the  latter  the  situation  of  ibc  tonn 
in  the  huitom  or  middle  of  the  bay  mndc  by  the  sea,  h«!twecu 
l)ie  clitf  lit  Beachey  and  iho&c  at  {'o1kestonc,frotii  trhcnec  ihc 
8ca  over  agaiost  Rye,  and  near  the  shore,  is  still  cnikd  Rye 
Bay." 

ilie  late  Mr.  Curtvis,  of  Windmill  Hill,  derived  it  from  tht 
fire«k  word  Heo,  In  flow. 

Dr.  Mcryoii  ia  of  oiijnion  that  it  takes  its  unme  from  the  old 
French  woi-d  Kic,  a  bank  of  the  »ea,  and  to  this  we  give  ouf 
adhesion.  This  wurd  "  Kic"  also  means  water,  as  Hi.  iMary  Ovcry 
in  London,  is  said  to  mean  "  over  the  rie,"  or  water,  n  ferry 
having;  foniierly  bi-eu  lierc,  the  iirofit»  of  which  were  settled  on 
the  Priory  at  ita  original  foundation,  as  we  learn  from  Seymour's 
*  Surrey  uf  London.'  When  Queen  Ivlizubeth  loft  Itolveodcn,  in 
1.')73,  she  is  uiid  to  have  been  bending  towards  "the  Rye,''  in 
her  way  to  Dover. 

1 1  may  he  obnen-ed  here,  that  all  tlu'-se  diflTerent  etymons  vciy 
iiewrlj  ruHvmble  each  other  id  their  original  meaniog.  ThtU) 
the  (ireck  Rco,  to  flow,  relates  to  water  ;  Hive,  Norman,  Ripa, 
l./xtiii,  iiiid  Rie,  old  French,  signify  a  hank  adjoiiuog  to  water; 
while  Uee,  Khe,  or  Rev,  Saxon,  means  u  river,  and  Htiy,  Britifth, 
u  ford  or  hay,  all  equBlly  hating  relation  to  this  element.  Bui 
iliey  are  not  all  rfjually  ap]ilicablc  to  the  »ite  of  the  town  as 
it  was  when  it  first  ha<l  a  name  given  to  it.  The  original  word 
Hipu,  Latin  (whence  Uivci  Norman,  and  theo  Hie,  old  French), 
woidii  very  well  njiply  to  its  character  of  an  inaulalcd  rock-i;i 
the  nu(l»t  of  the  waters;  but  Kce,  Kbe,  Key,  i$iL<ion,  a  rivvr. 
Would  nut  he  apitmjirinte,  as  at  that  period  the  sea  nt  all  times 
of  tide  flowv<l  round  tin?  I>a»cof  the  rock,  and  no  river  was  then 
vitible  here;  the  Rntlier  and  Kxden  having  flowetl  into  the 
ocean  at  Lynu^  ami  the  Bredc  tvilh  the  TtUingliam,  much 
higher  up  the  country  than  Rye.  1'he  Hriti)i1t  word  Rhy,  a 
ford,  was  ulso  inapphcabte,  as  no  Turd  in  those  early  (Iiiva 
exielcd;  while  the  word  Bay  would  not  be  «o  descriptive  of  liir 
nature  of  the  8|K>t  aa  Rie,  a  bonk  or  cliff,  which  itreiUly  then 
was. 
■  A  rudi'  iliohited  roek  in  iut  original  uiiite,  liaviug  itR  baiie  at 
^  times  washed  by  the  luUt-sra  waves,  the  site,  on  which  the 
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town  or  Hyc  now  KtiindK,  en;  tlic  place  roae  inlo  any  importance, 
may  be  considered  ao  having  u  rcwmblaiice  to  that  of  'lVf*> 
when  the  latter  city  had  lout  its  iainortanc«,  nl  which  time  It 
ff-KS foretold  it  would  be  "a  rock  for  tlie  GbIict  to  spread  his  net 
upon.'' 

Such  a  spot,  aa  wc  have  here  described,  was  calctilatcd  by 
nature  to  be  the  abode  of  men  whnAe  occumtiun  hum  on  the 
(kc|i  wn(cr&,  the  frc<|uent  viriaMtudt-n  uf  which,  fmm  sudden 
(!htii)|0-'»  ol  wind,  Iroro  stonns  and  IcmpetiU,  8cr\'ed  to  call  forth 
nil  their  ener|zies  both  of  trndy  find  of  mind ;  aud  thus  nvcrc  the 
hecdr,  ihcu  sown  which  |mMluci-d  in  altpr  limes  a  race  of  men, 
whit  v.ere,  ai  an  early  [MMriud,  thoti)j;ht  worthy  to  Ix-  inlnislcd 
with  tht  tnaritime  drfcnce  of  thecountry;  in  conscfjuoiice  of 
which  Kye  wa*  cvi-nltiully  Mimlh-d  mnun^  the  Cinciiie  Ports, 
and  ndtnitted  to  (he  lull  enjoyment  of  all  their  rights  and 
|irivili-{;<t.  Their  |iost«trity  Iwire  ihcir  part  in  the  late  unr,  in 
onrying  the  JIng  of  (ircat  Ilritain  in  triumph  over  nil  the 
oceans  thni  wii»h  the  t-iirth;  while  their  descendants,  at  the 
prrscnt  day,  Inrm  thr  hold  and  skilful  mariners  who  navijratc 
"  ill  iheM^  [lipini*  Iim06  of  peace"  the  niimerouit  vosseU  that 
belong  to  the  [wrt  of  Uye, 

Inowordaocc  with  ih«  forefjoing  observulioDS  we  find  that 
Rye,  at  an  early  |Kriod,  roso  into  w>uie  iaiportance,  though  wc 
arc  not  bold  enough  lo  assort  with  some,  that  it  had  an  cx- 
i«(<.-ncc,  lo^fvther  with  Old  \Vinchel»<ra,  in  the  time  of  the 
Romans:  hut  this  we  may  safely  remark,  that  the  rock  oh 
which  ilvf  xtntid!!  <-frtiiiiily  reared  itH  lu-nd  above  the  waters 
for  a;re»  antecedent  to  the  appearance  of  Romncy  or  any  other 
lorsirty  {not  excepting  that  of  Old  Wiiiehelseo),  throuj'hoHt  the 
whole  Icnvth  and  bn-udth  of  the  munhcs  lying  all  aroutid  it- 

There  iH  II  piM.tiliility  nf  the  existence  of  Rye  when  the 
Romans  were  in  Kn;;land,  Iwcaiuc  tlie  rock  waa  there,  and 
mit>ht  have  had  inhabitant^  hut,  ax  we  hear  nothing*  of  it  until 
Kune  4'cnmrie»  after  their  departure,  and  Romncy  was  cn-iil<'d 
a  CiiKine  I'ort  full  a  century  before  Rye  was  mlinittccl  to  the 
Bine  honour,  it  is  reasunablc  to  conciiide  ihsl  if  it  had  an 
cibteucc  at  tliis  time,  at  all  events  it  enjoyed  no  distitiction. 

This  rock  certainly  did  cxiat  for  ugc»  Iwforc  ihc  Romans  came 
to  England;  on  itsVugged  summit  old  Time  may  have  stood 
aiul  watched  the  j^rowtri  of  the  surrouiidinj^  einintrj'.  From 
bcnce  be  may  have  seen  the  old  Isle  of  Romncy  rear  its  head 
«)bove  the  w»lrr»,  and  the  accu  inula  lion  of  idl  the  InndM  now 
oonxtitiiling  Rumncy  Marsh.  From  hence  he  may  have  aecn 
Obi  Wiiichelaea  .arise  out  of  the  deep  and  sunk  again  Ixneatb 
it.  From  this  spot  he  may  have  marked  the  orii^innl  birth 
of  IVomhill,  it*  iiul»sequent  d«tructM>n  and  its  regeneration ; 


■I  AJvtVmiTV  or  ryk. 

Ln  htlv  nt  Ki*  feet  be  m^^  bdioU  tbe  fiKmaiien  of  thow  narabM 
nrhirh  nt  this  da;  ao  eomplrul;  tnrinm  U. 

But  to  IctiTc  the  rnnriful  for  the  rcftl,  tnd  U>  aaj  no  more  on 
the  (|Ucslion  of  the  l4>Dgetitr  of  this  rock,  oo  wUicli  ukI  of 
which  wf  »r*  iiflw  writing,  we  miU  rtrrjr  this  Utile  hiBtory  no 
farther  back  thim  Ibe  ouddle  of  the  cirveulh  century,  when 
KilM-ard  tlie  Cai\ftssor  piv»  OIil  Wtnrhclsea  and  K>e  to  thr 
tAAxA  ukI  Dtonks  of  F^atnp,  nhk-h  «^a^RlMl  Mill  i9>  »  sihkII 
iM-pon  on  the  eoast  of  Xunnamly,  in  France 

Ldwanl  the  Confesaor  w«9  celebrated  for  hU  piety,  on  which 
account  be  was  bonMired,  after  his  death,  with  tbv  title  of 
Saint.  It  may  accm  Mranoc  that  the  nionftrch  of  one  Iciagilom 
should  (five  U)i  the  oiittoSy  of  two  town*  to  the  subjects  rrf 
anothiT :  but  in  tbt«  c«:te  it  Kvin*  to  be  sc«ouutcd  for  by  hiB 
having  been  liroughl  ap  in  thr  Nontmn  court,  whence  he 
brome  much  mom  stiacbed  to  the  manners  and  etutolDft  of 
that  nxintrr  than  to  thoM-  of  Rn^and,  and  also  from  his  grcni 
saurlity,  in  the  e.\tibetwnec  of  whic^  he  presented  the  re\'e- 
nuca  fi'  the  tavnft  of  Itrc  and  Old  Wincbclaea,  together  v»itll 
a  certain  degree  of  mrmUanc*  orer  thftn.  m  far  as  utitflit  lie 
ncccsaai^  to  sectin;  to  the  monks  the  collection  uf  such  duc«  la 
wrrv  levuiblr  (nun  the  comtatrrt  or  oilier  taiahkr  aouitea  which 
thr  iown»  might  posacaa»  necniag  to  hiiitsclf  ooly  aiwuninal 
Niirerrif^tj'. 

I  n  the  IniiM-  of  time  groat  {neonveoiencca,  not  to  9my  danpen. 
arose,  iii  eotiM-quence  of  the  doae  eoatirxion  whJni  extfttcd 
lirtvivn  F<-eEini[t  and  Hyc :  for  we  find  that  in  tbr  I^ltt  xenr 
of  Ilrnnr  III.  .\.n.  12Ati,  that  nHwarch,  leciiig  that  hence 
the  fviiirs  aliens  bad  too  eas;y  an  accMS  to  the  uioic*  of  lutg- 
iujid,  wbii-li  gave  tliem  a  ^wer,  tber  verv  f>ob«bhr  tiut  slow 
to  exeretae.  of  conveyin^c  intcUipntre  of  the  »eeret  affairs  of 
hi»  kingdom  abnmd,  lesumctl  into  bis  nno  lutadii.  for  the  bettor 
dcU-nco  of  his  realm,  the  towii»  trf  Hye  and  Wmchelwii.  jrivinc 
to  ilie  ablwi  itttd  nii>aLa  ef  Fcobi)i.  iu  exdiau^,  the  Slauor 
of  Cbilthnm,  in  (ikMirestenUre,  and  dirrrs  other  knils  in 
}'imx)bi»b!n!  t  countie«-ti>n  tlintaiit  from  Uic  Kii;iU»h  Chmmcl 
to  allow  of  k  very  eaiy  eommunimLMUi  with  ibi>  inliabilauts  of 
tlic  olbcr  ftidc  of  it. 

It  has  been  nlBted  by  Lambanl  that    *'  '  ^V  n  'uUra 

wen-  sdde^  (o  1  hi-  CinqtH  I\>rta  »ot>ii  aOei  .  i .        -111. 

'  }  in[ohi»  (iwn   batula;  bdt  llna  »{ituioo  ie 

'    erniiieou*,  for  he  aa>ert«  Owl.  a<-t-r.rdin|f 
to  ilir  Lord  CoWe.  ihi*  uiuun  took  pbiccjtftcr  the  C  r  and 

before   Kiof;  John,  for  he  say>k,Jn  a  nm'rd  in  tlir  in  -  "f 

John*  A.u«  W'J'J,  they  ure  menlioued  to  be  in  aid  of  ■  :n 

to  do  the  arrvicc  of  the  iutt  ;  and  in  tlu-  Charter  of  Ktuj;  Joim 
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Ui  Rye  and  Winclidwii,  datrtl  Junv  (i,  I'JOS,  he  mentions  and 
contiruie  to  tlicm  the  Charti-r  of  his  broihcr,  Kiii};  Kirliiird  I, 
whu  bcgaa  his  roign  in  1  )Kbl,  and  nigu  of  Ins  fdthor,  Henry  I), 
who  rvi^ncd  frjiii  ihc  year  H64  lo  I  IHit.eo  that  lliey  must  have 
been  admittctlin  to  the  imlornity  of  tlic  ports  aomv  tJmv  bctwraii 
these la.tt  two  dnlcs,  thai  is  to  say,  about  lIW  years  alter  Kdward 
the  Oonli-sMir  had  roiifrrred  ihc*  privilcfjcs  on  tht  original  five 

Siorlit,  nhich  were  8ondwich,  Dover,  Ilythe,  Koiiini^y,  niij 
Instiiigfl.  iliit  though  lhn»  admitted  to  the  enjoy iiic-tit  of  the 
tuunt-  privileges  as  the  C'iiique  Ports,  and  called  upon  to  find  their 
tiuotu  of  shippiiij;  for  the  dotcnce  of  thv  realm,  fur  which  purpo^te 
Uuty  were  thus  honorahly  endowc<),  they  were  dlstinfruishcd 
Iram  them  by  the  apiiellutiun  of  the  two  iiiicieiit  tuwiut.  In  this 
nimc  we  have  a  recognition  of  the  antiquity  of  thcs*?  towns, 
lud  a  imraf  tbal,  iilthoit;rh  the  former  ones  were  recognized 
before  them,  stilt  they  only  could  boa^t  a  precedency  nf  about' 
one  cenlurr,  a  short  period  in  the  cMstence  either  of  notions  or 
of  towns. 

Hnvitif;  arrived  at  that  perioil  of  time  when  Rye,  with  her 
■iKler  WtnrhclHea,  wax  admitted  n  nictnher  of  theCnupie  Ports, 
wc  shall  now  liiy  before  our  readers  a  copy  of  the  Charters 
whereby  their  rij^hte  and  privilejres  wcrv  originnlly  grmiled  and 
ailertvnrda  cootirnicd  to  them.  And  here  we  will  rcmiirk,  that 
as  hitherto  we  have  avoided  loading  our  pages  with  notes  which 
so  sadly  break  the  continuous  thread  of  a  story,  and  that,  as  at 
the  same  time,  llierc  are  many  words  in  these  charter.*!  which 
rnjuire  explanation,  wo  ahall  place  a  glossary  at  the  end  of  them, 
smiiiged  in  nlphabeiieal  order,  »o  (hat  iheir  meaning  may  be 
better  understood.  Also  to  avoid  all  unnccewary  verbiage  and 
the  too  frequent  legal  repetitions,  nc  ^ludl  merely  mention  the 
reflpcctix'e  names  of  the  king  who  first  granted,  and  the  so- 
wreigit&  who  cviifinned,  the  charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports  and 
■acient  towns. 

The  original  Charier  was  granted  by  Rdwnrd  the  Confessor, 
and  contirmed  bv  \YiUiain  the  Conqueror;  William  11;  Henry 
II;  Hirhard  I  ;  John ;  Henry  III;  Edward  I,  with  two  add  j- 
liunal  charters;  Edwanl  II;  Edward  lU;  Itiehard  II;  Kd- 
^rd  IV;  llenty  VII:  Henry  VIII;  Kdwnrd  VI;  Mnrv ; 
Klizabcth;  James  1;  Charles  I;  Charles  11;  and  finally  by 
Jamr*  Il.thou^  not  mentioned  by  Jealce,  as  his  work  was 
wrillun  in  the  reign  of  Charles  11. 

The  Charter  of  Chnrks  II  was  signed  by  him  nn  Dcwrmhcr 
,  mOa;  nnd.  after  reciting  llie  preambles  of  sevend  of  the 
linen  granted  by  his  predeeessors,  comiuencca  with  tlwt  ol 
Edvnud  Hd  the  foUowing  words,  viz.  i 

'•Edwanl,  by  the  grace  of  Ood,  King  of  Rnglund,  Lord  of 
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Irc-lnnd,  ftnci  Duk«  of  A«]iiitJ>ti>o ;  to  nil  BirhSishnps.  bishop*. 
al)boIa,   priorB,  cwla,  bnrotia,  ^usttcx-s.  sherill's,  |irovoi*iM,  n»Jiiis- 
terR.nti(l  nil  hU  bailiff*  nnd  tniihful  subjcL't«.  {rrpelitig:  Kiiy« 
vtf,  that  for  the  litittilul  8crvic«&  whicb  our  Baroneof  lh<:Ciiif|m- 
Vons  have  hitherto  done  to  otirpr(>dec(.>s8urH, kings  ofEiiRliuid. 
and  to  us  in  our  laic  orroy  of  \Viiic«,  mid  fiir  their  pocKl"iwrvi«i»j 
to  us  and  to  our  hoirs,  kings  of  Knf^btid.  fiiillifully  to  he  coni 
liitticd  in  time  to  come;  w«  hiivi-  gr;inlc<l,  and,  by  this  oiir 
Chnrter,  have  contirnied  for  iis  and  for  our  heirs  to  the  same,  niir 
bumns  nnd  thfir  heirs,  all  tbi-ir  Ubcrlics  mid  freedoms,  ao  Uiit 
they  may  be  quit  of  all  toll  nnd  ofall  ciiatam — thut  is  to  i\ny,  of 
oil  )astag«,  tallage,  pasva^,  cairiiigr,  rivng«,  fn>ra  pontage  ind 
all  wreck,  and  of  all  their  selling,  buyin);,  and  n:-buyiii.L;  ihrou^- 
out  all  our  land  and  dominion,  with  m>c  nni)  sac  aiid  tbul  uiid 
them.    And  that  they  iiiuy  have  infiin;'thclf.     And  thm  ih(-y 
may  be  wroek-free  and  wit-fn-t',  lamnKf-frt'e  nnd  loYL-eopL-fn'r. 
And  that  they  may  Iiavc  dca   and  strond  at  Onrnt    Varmomh, 
nrcordiiig  to  that  tvbieh  is  contained  in  the  ordinance  thi'it-ot 
by  ua  tnade,  and  perpetually  to  be  observed.     And  hImo   iliat 
they  may  be  quit  of  shires  and  hundredn,  »o  that  if  nny  will 
plead  n;;a)iiat    them  they  shall    not  answer  nor  plead  (>lli(-rMi»r 
than  ihey  wltc  wont  lo  plead  in  iho  tune  of  the  Lord  King 
Henry,  our  irreiit-^rinidfiillicr.     And  thiit  they  have  their  tindiiU 
in  sea  and  in  land.    And  that  they  he  quJcl  of  all  their  goods 
and  all  their  merchandi^Ke  »h  our  freemen.     And  that  they  hive 
ihcir  boDouFB  in  our  Court  and  their  liberties  throughout  nil 
niir  land,  wheresoever  ihcy  shall  come.     And  that  they  of  all 
their  lands,  which,  in   the  lime  of  the  Lord  Kiny  Henry,  our 
father,  that  is  to  say,  in  the  foriy-fonrth  year  of  tiis  reijfn,  they 
possessed,  maybe  ftfc  for  ever  of  comnioii  Kumilloiitt  hefure  "ur 
justices  for  all  manner  of  pleas  itinerant,  in  nhntsocver  counties 
flueh  their  lands  be,  so  that  they  be  not  Iwund  toroniu  before 
the  juaii(x&  aforesaid,  exeejit  any  of  the  »inir  nnruni  implead 
any,  or  if  any  be  impleaded.     And  that  tbey  shall  nnt  In-  im- 
pleaded other  where;  but  where  tliry  oii^ht.  nnd  where  they 
were  wont,   that   is  to  sav,  nl  Shepway.      And   (hal^  lliey  may 
hiive  ibeir  liberties  luid  Irccdonis  lrt»m  henceforth,  an  Ihey  and 
ilietr  nneeaior»  them  at  any  (imc  better,  more  fully,  and  more 
honourably  have  had  in  the  times  of  Edward,  William  1  ond  II^ 
Kin;,'  Henry,  our  jrrpnl-KrandfRthcr,  and  In  the  times  of  Kit^- 
Rii-hnrd  and  Kinp  Jnhn,  our  f;riiodfslhcr,  and  of  the  lA)r»l  Kiti^ 
Henry,  our  fiiilier.  kinjiB  of  Kn^hmd.  by  ihrir  fbaiten.  oa  tho 
iHUoe  Charters,  uhich  iltp  same,  our  l>aronk  thereof  have,  and 
Vc  huve  seen,  du  reasonably  tc»iify,'''A»d  we   forbid,  Ie»l  any 
utyitslly  dislurh  tbeni  or  their  merehuniliie,  ui»on  onr  forfeiture 
ofu-n  pmiudc,  so  ucvcrthclcu  thai  vheii  the  said  Hnniiik  niitil 
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fnil  in  justictf  to  be  Hone  nnA  to  he  received  the  warden  of  us 
and  oC  mir  lu'irs  of  Ou:  Cint]nc  Ports,  which  for  tlio  time  shall  be, 
llie  ports  and  thfir  hhtrtics,  in  defhiiJt  ol'tho  same  may  enter  to 
■in  thciM-  full  juHiioe,  !to  nlm^i  th:it  ihc  ^d  Baroiia  nml  thvir  hcira 
do  to  ux  and  our  heirs,  kiaga  of  Kngland.  yearly,  their  full 
service  of  tifty-seven  !ihi]w,  nt  their  coat,  for  6ftcen  days  ni  the 
Mitomons  of  us  or  of  our  hdrs.  We  have  also  granted'  to  them 
(if  i>nr  apodal  grace,  that  they  may  have  utfangthefT  in  ilieir 
Innds  withia  the  iHirls  aforesaid,  in  the  same  manner,  which 
the  arnhbishops,  bi.ihops,  abbots,  earls,  and  baroua  have  tn 
their  luooors  in  the  county  of  Kent.     And  that  tliey  be  noi 

Siut  in  any  ARsdxes,  juries,  nr  recof^nitions,  by  reason  of  their 
tireipn  tenure  against  their  will.  And  that  of  their  proper 
wines,  for  nhieh  they  trade,  they  be  quit  of  our  rifjht  prijw 
(that  ix  to  My)  of  one  ton  of  uine  liefore  the  mai>t,  and  another 
after  the  tnmt.  We  have  Rranted,  moreover,  to  the  said  Barons. 
for  us  and  otir  heu-i;,  that  they  for  ever  mav  have  this  liberty, 
that  in  to  ssy,  that  we  or  our  heirs  inny  not  have  the  nnrdshipa 
Of  mHrriuges  of  their  heirs,  by  rcaaoo  of  their  lands,  which 
they  hold  within  the  libcrtiefi  and  porta  aforesaid,  of  whirh 
ifa^y  do  their  scnice  aforceaid.  and  of  which  ve  or  onr  an- 
eeatorti  have  not  hud  the  nartUbipH  and  marriaccB  id  times 
pant.  And  onr  aforesaid  contirmation  of  the  lihcrtics  and 
frcrtlnms  aforc-said,  and  other  our  K<^nt^  followinf;,  to  them 
of  our  spetiinl  graee,  vre  of  nen-  have  made,  saved  always 
in  all  thinga,  our  kingly  dignity,  and  Haved  to  na  and  our  heirs 
pica*  of  our  erown,  life,  and  meinlx-'rs,  Thi-reforu  we  will  and 
tirmlv  command  for  iik  and  onr  hrim,  that  the  aforesaid  Barons 
and  their  heirs  for  ever  may  have  all  the  liberties  and  freedoms 
aforeruiid^B^  the  ChurU-r*  nf'irt-sitid  do  reaNonnhly  lefllify.*' 

This  was  the  first  Charter  of  E<i«ard  I,  beariiiK  date  nl  West* 
minfter,  June  1 7th,  a.d.  \'277,  and,  b«;fore  sealinjcit,  was  recited 
in  tlic  presence  of  the  following  witnesses  and  other*,  members 
of  the  Kin^s  Council,  viz.:  "The  venerable  Father  Koltert 
IHirtiien'iiH,  Ili»hop,  Cardinal  of  the  most  holy  Church  of  Rome ; 
Friar  William  of  Sonth,  I'rior  Provincial  of  the  Friars  I'renchcra 
in  England;  Williiiniof  Valence;  our  Uncle,  Itoger  oi  Mortimer; 
Hiijjrr  of  Cliirord;  MaMcr  Walter  Stamel!  i  l>ean  of  .Salisbury); 
Master  Robert  ofScardcburi^h  (.Vrchdcaconoflhe  East  Itidiiig:*); 
Mailer  HoUerl  of  Sexton;  liartholomewofSouthley;  Thomas  of 
\\>vland  ;  Waller  of  Ilopton  ;  Thomas  of  Normanncl ;  Stephen 
iif  Pcni-pstcr;  Francis  of  Bonona;  John  of  Ijevetot ;  John  of 
Metinj^iamf  and  othera." 

This  auinc  Kiuj;  lidvrard  1  yranUrd  a  second  Charier  to  tho 
Gntiua  ftjrla,  dated  at  St.  Albans,  April  -JSUi.  I2i»7,  which 
conlaim  the  folIowioK  additional  privileges  ^^■'-  "  To  »"  "'"■ 
baiiiffk  and   faithful  subjects,   to  whom    ibe»e    prf*ciil   leltcra 


nhaW  rome,  greeting  :  Know  yc  ihM,  for  the  pood  and  faithful 
8cr\'icc,  which  our  hcloveil  and  faithlul  Uaroiis  ami  good  men 
of  our  Cinque  Ports,  to  us  and  to  our  propriiitors,  stimclimc 
kings  of  Eitgliin<),  have  done  and,  in  time  to  conn-,  tnnv  di>, 
we  have  granted  to  tlwra  for  us  and  our  lirirs,  that  they  and 
their  heirs,  llnroiiK  of  the  said  i)orts,  from  henceforth  lor  ever, 
may  be  quit  of  nil  tallages  and  uids  to  ub  aud  our  hcire,  of  the 
hiKlics  of  their  proiM^r  ships  nud  tackling  thereof  to  be  done. 
Wc  have  granteu  also  to  the  said  Uumns  and  men,  for  us  and  our 
heirs,  that  of  their  lawlul  goodft  and  merehandizes,  which  lu 
due  manner  they  shall  Imjipeii  to  buy  ^vithiu  our  Innd  of 
Ireland,  no  mnn  be  partner  of  thnse  goods  aud  men*hhiidi£CB, 
nor  wilh  them,  ogninHt  the  will  of  the  said  Barona  and  men, 
shall  partake  thereof  in  any  wiw.  We  have  granted,  moreover, 
fur  UK  and  our  heirs,  as  much  ns  tn  ins  lic«,  In  iht^  Bitrtin.i  and 
good  men  aforeMid,  that  all  they  have  l>orn  within  the  afupc- 
said  Cinque  Ports,  althongh  they  shall  hold  liititlii  <ir  tenements 
without  the  hbcrtirs  of  the  ^midpnrl!)  by  such  scn'icc,  that  the 
marriage  of  lliem,  by  reason  of  (heir  nonage  to  i)»  or  to  our 
heirs  ought  to  pertain,  aernrding  to  the  law  and  ruatom  nf  uur 
kingdom,  nevertheless,  according  to  the  liberty  of  the  ports, 
I  they  may  marry  themselves  without  occasion  or  impedimetit 
of  us  or  our  heii-a  for  ever,  saved  the  right  of  every  other  wlmt- 
uocvcr.  And  therefore  to  you  we  command,  that  you  do  not 
molest  in  nuythiug  or  grieve  the  afureaaid  Baroos  and  men, 
agninst  these  our  granta.*' 

On  the  same  day,  and  at  the  same  place  aa  the  last  Cliarter 
was  datcf],  the  same  King  Edward  I  granted  a  third,  coulei-riiig 
a  new  privi1c|^c  ou  the  pons,  contaiued  in  ihese  words:  "To 
oil  to  whom  these  present  letters  shall  come,  greeting:  Con- 
sidering that  omr  shipping  of  the  t'innuc  Pons  not  without 
great  eosts  and  cX)3en8cii  can  be  iiuintoined,  lest  that  shipjuiig 
should  fail  or  perish  for  the  future,  wc  have  grnntcd  for  us  ana 
our  beirt!,  that  all  they  of  the  Cinque  Ports  aforetnid  and  nthe 
wbosocver,  ealling  ihcmselvc*  of  their  liberty,  nml  willing 
enjoy  the  same,  shall  eotitribute  (that  is  to  say)  every  of  iheni, 
iccunling  to  their  fiictiltic*  to  do  the  service  of  us  mid  oiu* 
heirs  with  their  ships  when  this,  from  us  and  our  hdra,  tbey 
shall  have  in  commandment" 

Edward  11  granted  the  fulluwing  Charier,  dated  at  his  I*aliiev 
at  WcstmimtUT,  on  July  ;*<itli,  IltKl,  viz:  "  Wc  nUn  the  grants 
and  eoiiiiniiations  aforesaid  having  ratified,  and  freely  then), 
for  us  and  our  heirs,  ai  nmdi  as  in  m  is,  to  the  iifoivsaid 
Barons  of  the  Cim|uc  Ports,  and  their  Ucirii  and  suctCMors. 
for  tlieir  good  and  faithful  service,  uhich  to  i»  hitlicrto  ihey 
have  done  and  in  time  to  come  slinll  do,  do  gmnt  and  confirm 
as  thB  chuften  and   letten  aforesaid  do  reasonably    tealify. 
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FUrtlirrmori.',  wtlliniQ:  lo  grniify  tlic  >i»ifl  Barnnx  morx"  Inrgfly, 
wo  havi-  ^niiili-(i  lo  llit-m  for  «s  and  nur  licirB  lliaC  allliougli 
tbcy  liilUfnu  liavu  iu>l  fully  iiM>d  nny  of  the  liberties  or  frvi'- 
iloiiiB  ill  flic  Haul  Cli«iter»  and  IcltcrB  cotitainMl,  notuitlibtaiid 
ing  the  aamp  Barons,  their  heirs  nnd  Micccssors,  (he  iifurvttaid 
liberties  and  frccilotris,  tuul  rrcry  o(  them,  in  future  timvs, 
wilbttut  impediment  of  us  or  our  heirs  or  miriiitlcrs  whutswver, 
insy  ''iij'ty  uiid  use." 

Kdward  III,  in  a  Charter,  dated  at  Westminster,  July  1st, 
l:U>4,  confirms  itll  th«  former  charters,  aud  more  jiarticutnrly 
mti^cB  that  of  l-Alwanl  11,  in  which  he  secures  to  the  Uiinjii^ 
of  the  Cinque  I'orta  the  enjoyment  of  all  their  privileges, 
tbmi;:h  ihey  may  not  have  hithertu  fully  u&ed  ihein. 
This  snme  kiiiij;  did  iduo,  [ireviuii^lv  to  the  cutitinuatiun  ab«ve 
niioncd,  and  whlcli  in  nlhuU-d  to  ut  llic^  sniiK-,  i-»itlirm,  in  nii 
cial  maiiiit^r,  (h<-  third  Charter  tif  Edward  I,  adding  to  this 
(untirDialiuR  ih^se  wonlti,  yik. :  "And  hccaii»e,  upon  the 
l^ncml  nurds  iu  ttie  aforcsai<l  letters  eontaiiied  (thnl  is  to  ftiiy) 
that  every  of  iliem  should  contribute-,  DceM*dinff  to  llii-u* 
raciiltics,  before  thcM:  times  have  arisen  various  disM-ntioiis, 
ne,  (but  tbi^  BamiiK  of  ibe  uorls  iiruri'^atd,  may  liv  able  more 
CtttnintHliouRly  to  d»  the  service  afoirsaid,  ui  us  nnd  uur  heirs, 
in  tinuia  convenient,  of  the  counsel  of  our  FrelnU-A,  EiirU,  aud 
Baronif.  and  of  the  commonalties  of  our  kiit^dom  in  our  present 
Iiarliamrnt,  called  together,  hare  granted,  for  us  nnd  our  heirs, 
tu  the  suDC  Barou»  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  that  all  they  of  thoeo 
jwrts  nnd  others  uhosoe\'er,  culling  themselves  of  tbeii*  liberty, 
and  wiltinu  to  enjoy  (be  same,  sliatl  contribute  to  maintain  and 
do  the  sliijiping  and  aervicc  aforesaid,  uf  idl  their  goods  and 
diaflek,  on  well  without  the-  liberty  of  (he  Cinque  PoiU  lut 
widiin  being,  and  to  this  by  the  muyor&    and  jurats  of  llie 

Eirfs  idiireaaid,  and  alim  by  the  constHhlu  of  our  Castle  of 
[iver,  if  net^l  shidl  be,  they  may  Ik  iluly  com|)Cllvd.  And 
that  the  guotU  ami  ehuttcis  of  the  eatd  BuronK  aud  others, 
nhether  ^cy  shall  be  without  the  said  libt-rty  or  within, 
wbich  are  taxed  for,  to  msiritnin  nnd  do  the  shipping  uud 
■crvicc,  in  no  wise  shall  l>c  taxed  lo  the  tallaces  or  utlier 
cblTMs  whatsoever,  with  the  goods  aud  ehaltcls  of  foreigu 
jgiaT'  Dated  at  Wcatminstcr,  Fehniary  25tb,  13*27. 
A  further  ratification  of  the  Charu-r  above  mcntioucd  was 
,de  l)¥  Edward  III,  at  Si.  Albuo",  Feb.  t3Gih,  I32ft. 
_  Kirhard  II,  iu  a  Charter,  dated  at  WesinnnBter,  January  22d, 
I37K,  conBrms  all  former  j^rant*  in  tbcKV  words  :  "  \N  r  the 
aforesaid  grants  aiid  confirmations  having  ratified,  and  freely 
tbctn,  for  un  and  our  heirs,  as  mueb  «»  in  u»  ih,  lo  the  aforesaid 
BvoDS  of  tJw  Ciuque  PorW,  their  heirs  and  BucceRsors,  Boron* 


TUK  CUARTGRi. 

of  the  portfl  aforesnid.  Tor  ihi'ir  ^>d  nml  fnithfiil  service  to  iis 
and  our  proji^cnitors  done,  and  to  us  and  our  heirs  hcrcaftrr  to 
be  done,  do  (^raiit  and  coiinrm,  as  the  aforesaid  Cliarti-rs  :tiid 
let  lent  do  rcaaunRbly  teatify  ;  and  as  the  staid  Bararts  and  ihcir 
itiicestors,  ilarons  of  the  ]>urts  afureiiiiid,  hillicrto  have  used 
and  enjoyed  the  liberties  and  freedoms  aforcaatd  reasonably." 

Edward  IV.  in  the  fifth  y«ar  of  his  reign,  on  March  'JSd, 
1465,  at  Westminster,  grantwl  the  following  Charter:  "  \Vi>, 
by  the  liumblv  infoniiation  of  the  »aid  Haroiis  and  good  men 
of  the  aforesaid  Cinque  PortR  and  their  members,  understaridin 
tliut,  although  in  tlic  ercot  Charter  of  the  Uherli<.'9  of  Eii^'luni^' 
among  other  things  it  is  contninod,  that  the  Rnruna  of  th« 
Cinque  Port*  shall  have  nil  their  Itherties  nnd  free  customs, 
notn-ithstanding  that  of  Mime  liberties  and  free  customs,  free- 
doriipi  nUo  nnd  privileges,  which  they  in  the  port*  nnd  mrnibcrs 
aforesaid,  fmm  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  ("barters,  letters, 
nnd  euntirmations  afore^^id,  freely,  peaccitblv,  nnd  aiiictly  wen- 
wont  to  uxc  and  enjoy,  by  ocraaion  of  certain  ambiguities,  ob- 
seurities,  and  doiibto,  and  of  sinister  interpretntionx  of  certain 
wnrdu  nnd  general  terms,  in  the  afnrpsnid  I'hartcrs,  letters,  aiid 
confinnation#,  coniiiinod,  have  been,  and  yet  are  hiadercd  to 
the  depressing  and  impoverishing  of  the  said  Barons  and  good 
men,  also  to  the  hurl  nnd  manifest  losa,  very  likely,  of  our 
service  of  shipping  there-  Wc  therefore,  not  ouly  the  premise*, 
but  also  the  good,  ready,  and  grateful  scn'iees,  naicJi  the 
aforesaid  Barons  and  good  men  of  the  Cinipie  Port*  nnd  mem- 
bers aforesaid,  to  oil  our  pnigenitoni,  and  chiefly  to  us.  have 
done  in  the  reduction  of  trie  right  nf  our  ktiigdoin  a(■rioll^ly 
considering,  and  their  peace  and  tranquillity;  also  nilling  to 
reBpeet  the  public  giMKl  m  this  liehnlf.  All  the  aforesaid  giA* 
and  grants,  bIho  all  and  Hingular  the  things  in  the  aforesaid 
Charters,  h-tlers,  and  conRrmiitionft  etintained  and  spccificnl,  and 
nil  and  every  the  liberties,  frecdoniA,  privileges,  and  free  cub- 
tomfl,  which  they  and  their  ancestors  nnd  ppcdeeessnrs  hav^ 
had  and  rxerc-iscd  in  the  times  of  our  progenitors,  and  whirli 
they  were  wont  to  use  and  enjoy,  haviog  mtilied.  and  freely 
them,  for  tin  and  oitr  heirs,  as  much  as  in  ua  is,  wc  do  accept, 
approve,  ratif}',  and  to  the  aforesaid  now  Barons  of  the  ports 
and  members  aforesaid  and  their  heirs  and  successors,  by  the 
tenour  of  these  presents,  so  fully,  plainly,  nnd  perfuctly,  as  if 
word  by  word  ihey  had  been  expressed,  declared,  ami  miuti- 
fratcd  in  these  presents;  we  do  give,  grunt,  and  conlirni ; 
willing  moreover.  Mini  gratiling,  fur  iis  and  our  heus,  that  tlie 
afoiDutiil  Boront  and  thiir  heirs  and  successors,  of  the  imrti 
and  memhon  aforeuiid,  may  hdvi-  all  their  Ubrrltrs,  fn-cJutnii. 
privileges,  and  free  ciifitoms,  so  ]aTfccily  anil  fully  Kstored,  us 
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ihry,  their  anecston  or  predecessors,  ihe  snme,  in  ihc  riine  of 
Snint  Rtlward  the  Con1css.tir  and  Williiiiii  ilu'  Conqiirrur,  late 
king^  of  Kti;;lRii(I,  or  any  other  of  our  progenitors,  more  fref  ly, 
mnrr  fully,  and  more  lionorablv  have  had.    Aiid  nlthough  ihe 
Miid  Bikmnft  ft«d  good  men  or  their  ancestors  or  predwx-8*«ir», 
BaronK  and  ^od  men  of  the  [loiia  niul  iitL'intH'rs  iilurcaaid,  nr 
any  of  them,  any  of  tho  liberties,  freedoms,  and  privileges  in 
ibc  said  Charters  and  letters  cuiilaincd,  or  of  their  tree  customs 
in  nny  case  happcuinR,  hitherto  fully  have  not  uftwl,  or  perhaps 
have  abused ;  notwithatandiii){  the  Name  Barons  and  good  men, 
iheir  heir*  ojid  sut-ctsBors,  their  liberties  and  freedoms,  privi- 
leges, and  free  cuslomtt  vhntfi»evtT,  in  xiich  wine  not  ti.-'t'd  or 
■butted,  and  everj'  of  ihetn,  from  henceforth  fully  may  enjoy 
Uid  use,  without  iK^cjiHidn  or  imjinliineiil  of  us  or  our  heirK,  or 
(if  the  justiccH,  Bhcrifla,  coroners,  esoheatort,  or  oilier  (he  bailiffx, 
or  minielcrs  »f  ua   ur  our  heir*  whosoever  (any  interruption  in 
lime  yast  whatsoever  to  the  contrary  bud  cir  made  uoiwitb- 
itandtftft).     We  hnvo  granted  ut^o,  for  ns  and  our  heirs,  and 
by  this  our  Charter  hnvc  contirmcd  to  the  muyors,  builitis,  and 
jurats  of  every  port,  and  member  of  th(^  porw,  and  members 
afoTTAnii).  in   the  aforesaid  ports  and  members,  by  the  commons 
nf  the  Kame  elected,  that   it  nny  custamR  in   the  said  poru  nnd 
mrmbers,  or  in  any  of  them  hitherto  obtained  and  used,  in  nny 
part,  be  difficult  or  defcnive,  or  anjlhing  in  the  itaid  ports 
and  members,  or  in   any  of  them   happeninj*  of  new,  where 
bcforu  remedy  via  not  ordained,  and  «hall  tack  ameiidmeut, 
(he  siinie  nuivor^,  bailitTH.  and  jurats  of  every  ]»ort  and  nietnher 
of  the  ports,  and   inemlx-nt  aforesaid,  and  their  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors with   the  aasent  of  the  eommonalty  of  that  port,  or 
ineniber  of  the  purl,  and  members  ufortsaid,  where  such  umend- 
tnCDl,  defect,  or  difliridty  shall  happen  to   he  made  or  had. 
nav  ap|K>int  and  ordain  meet  remeilvj  according  to  good  fmth 
an<i  reason,  for  the  common  profit  of  (he  Barons  and  frood  men, 
and  uibabilant»  of  the  tuinie  port  ur  member,  also  of  other  our 
Kcpe   people  thither  reKortin};  ao  often,  and  when  to   them  il 
tJmll  tu^eni  ex|)C4liciit;  so  that,  notwilhictandin^.  xueh  ordiiiitnee 
be  Lu  us  and  our  people  profitable  and  :i{;reeablc  (o  good  faith 
and  rviiavu,  an   in  uAiresaid ;  and  that  they  may  n-cnnl  their 
libertieft  and   free  cuatomi   before  iis,  our  jtistiees,  and  other 
ministers  »  h»(-'*i>evcr.      And  furthermore,  that  the  same  Bnrons 
mny  l)c  eneour&t^-tl  in  time  to  come  to  do  to   us  and  our  heirs 
»ucb  serviccn,  lu  to  our  aforenaid  progenitors,  and  li>  us,  before 
these  times  Ihcy  have  done,  or  better  according  to  their  power, 
«e  have  thought  fit  lo  grant  of  new  to  Ihc  same  Barons  and 
|!ood  men  other  liU-rtica  luid  frecdouiB   plain    and  expn-flsed. 
And  of  our  more  plentiful  grace,  aian  of  our  mere  motion  and 
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('crlnin  knowlod^.  have  pfrimtcd,  and  by  thoM  |itMontg  do 
(Ti'ant,  lor  us  and  our  heirs,  as  much  as  in  us  U,  to  the  Name 
iiflrons  aiid  (food  inoii  ul*  the  Cinque  Purts  aturciiiud.  and  to 
lh«  Harona  aad  good  men  of  all  and  singular,  the  purts  »nd 
tuu-RH  or  ihc  m«uibers  to  tbe  said  Cinque  t'ort»,  or  to  an;  of 
t]iem  annexed,  united,  and  appertaining;  that  they,  lli«ir  licirs 
aiid  BUCTL-Bsors,  and  whoaotver  arc  resident  uithtu  the  ports 
inid  ini-iiibcra  aforesaid,  or  wiiliin  iiny  of  ihtMit,  cuntrihiitinj;  to 
the  Hcnict  «iid  shipping  aforesaid,  may  be  (juit  for  ever  of  toll, 
|i.iiiii^<^,  jiontage,  kaiagtf,  niuriigt.-,  fwiSititgt;,  laslagn,  stallage, 
talliige,  curiia^,  pciaage,  i)icage,  tcrrii;^,  and  Kcot,  and  gild) 
liidngc,  scuttge;  also  of  suits  of  counties  and  hundreds  (and 
lathes  of  buudrcdtt),  views  of  fratik  pledge,  and  of  moneys  np- 
portaining  to  the  views  of  frank  pledge;  nl«o  of  whalsnever 
sums  of  money,  rents,  or  payments  fur  any  of  the  premises  to 
UR.  our  heirs  or  sMcce^sors,  to  be  psid.  And  of  timrs  for 
murder,  and  of  common  amerciament,  when  it  Hh.dl  hap]>ro, 
the  county  or  township  bdore  ns  or  our  hcint.  or  before  tw,  or 
whatsoever  our  justices,  officers,  or  ministers  of  ub,  out  heir« 
iir  successors,  to  full  into  the  h:ind  of  tis  or  our  beirK,  from  all 
cuatoia  of  tliis  sort,  throughout  our  whole  realm  and  dominioa. 
And  also  we  bavc  granted  to  the  aforesaid  IJarons  and  eood 
men,  their  heirs  and  Miceesaors,  that  (bey  for  ever  may  nave 
all  the  |^;oods  and  chattels  waived,  or  nhicb  arc  called  waifc, 
and  also  all  the  goods  and  rltalleU,  wliieh  are  called  .slfay; 
utao  ireuaiirc  fouiid  or  to  be  fomid  vrilbiu  tlic  ports  aforesaid* 
nr  nithtn  any  member  of  the  same,  and  the  go«la  and 
chuttcU,  eaUed   mayuuur,    takeu    or    la   be    tahcii,   witli   anv 

IHffson  wheresoever,  within  the  ports  and  memlM'ra  aforestiu, 
wfiirc  ivhatnoevcr  judge,  by  the  same  person  dis<owncd.  And 
that  they  the  Raid  llni-ons  and  good  men,  their  heirs  and 
(HiecewwrK,  Barons  and  good  men  of  the  ports  and  members 
sforesaid,  may  have  the  chattels  of  felons,  liomoever  con> 
denmed  or  convict,  to  be  cundcnaned  or  convicted  of  felons, 
and  of  excape  of  felons  and  fines  whatsoever  for  the  siiuic 
escapes,  in  whatsoever  Courts  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
before  us  or  our  heirs,  the  justices  and  judges  of  us  or  of  our 
heirs,  whatsoever  adjudged  or  to  be  ndjud|^d,  and  also  ths 
chattels  of  whatsoever  pcrsuits  put  or  to  be  put  in  exigent  for 
treuoD  or  felony.  Also  the  chattels  of  outlawed  and  waived 
persons,  and  to  be  outlawed  nnd  waived;  and  the  eli  v 

what  means  soever  coofiscalc,  of  all  and  sinpiliir  Itv 
and   other  residents  whosoever,  within   the    ports  and    mem- 
bers   aforesaid,  wlieresucvcr  iboBV  guoda  and  chattels  sludl 
hap[)cn  to  1m;  found  within  the  porta  or  mcmiieni  nfuresaid,  or 
vrittioul,  ill  ibe  vounlies  of  Kent  nud  Simex.or  ciiliet  uf  them. 
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akhou^li  thoy.  or  any  of  ihein  bv  offiofrs  or  tninistcK  of  us  or 
(Kir  burs.  And  that  the  said  DaiYm-t  huiI  ^<kk1  men,  and  tlicir 
moceasors  may  for  ever  Iiave  nn-ck  of  (Ik-  Kes,  honsocviv  hap- 
pcuiog,  in  wbalsocvrr  coa$>ts  and  wm^  of  ilic  sea  adjacent  to 
the  porta  and  members  aforesaid,  and  all  and  singular  thinjn  to 
»uch  wreck  ajipcrtainia^:  or  Ixitoiigtng.  And  tbat  they,  their 
bcinoud  Huccfsaors.  by  tlicmscives,  or  by  their  minisleTB,  sueU 
chattclMCiilli'd  waifi^,Hlray,  treasure  fuund,  chattels  callcti  maT> 
oourt  chattels  wf  fcloiiH,  however  condemned  and  to  be  eon- 
ilcnuied,  r^nt-ieled  and  to  be  convicted,  chalteU  of  whatsoever 
jicrsona  (mt  or  to  be  put  in  exigent  for  tremwu  or  felony; 
chattels  of  them  outlawed  snd  to  be  outlawed,  waived  and  to  be 
waived,  and  the  chattels  by  what  means  soever  confiscated,  and 
Bueb  wreck  and  all  (hings  to  sucli  vf  reek  nijpertainingor  belong. 
itiKt  may  seize  and  taketo  their  use,  wiiliout  di.iturbancc,  niulus- 
taCion,  or  impediment  of  us  uiid  our  Iieirs,  or  the  juBtices, 
eacbi-ator^  sbcrids,  coroners,  or  otiier,  the  baHitIs  of  us  or  of 
our  hiuTK.  or  others  irhosoL-vur,  although  tbe  same  were  before 
Mixed  by  us  or  our  heirs,  nr  by  any  bailifla,  officers,  or  minis- 
ters of  us  or  our  heirs.  We  have  also  granted  for  us  and  our 
bcira,  to  tlie  aforesaid  Barons  and  gtKnl  men,  their  heirs  and 
wicceston,  for  tlie  maiulcuance  of  the  i^hippinj^  and  service 
afixcMud,  Ibat  every  mayor  and  jurats  in  every  pi^t  and 
member  of  the  ports,  and  members  aforesaid,  where  a  maror 
nikd  iurat»arc;  and  e%*ery  bailitf  atid  jurats  in  every  port  and 
memtwr,  of  the  isatue  |ions  and  otcmben,  wbcrc  such  boititT, 
by  the  oonuTuius  of  such  port,  or  member  of  the  porta  aoil 
acmbcTS  aforesaid  is  elerted  ;  and  aUt^  tbe  jurulH  in  every  port 
^  '  tneraber  of  ihc  ni'oresnid  jwrts  and  members,  where  neither 
nor  (>ailill',  by  the  commoiix  of  nueh  port  or  member  is 
elreted,  and  their  successors  for  ever  may  have  all  and  all 
manner  of  ftries  for  trespasses,  otienecxj  mispi-isions,  extortions, 
negfigcacca,  ignorances,  conspiracies,  conceal nienis.  regratings, 
lorextnllings,  maiDtonHiK-e.H,  amhidcxtrics,  cham|)ertieB,  falsities, 
dcoeipts,  contempts,  ond  other  odcnces  whatsoever.  And  also 
fines  fur  liccnrc  of  coiicnrdN  mid  idl  amercinni(-iit-->,  redemptions, 
isiues,  and  pcnultics  loHcited  and  to  be  forfeited,  year,  day, 
wsitc,  strcpe,  mid  all  (hinj;«,  which  to  ns  or  our  heirs  may 
a|>]KTtiiiu  of  such  year,  day,  waste,  and  ulrcpc  of  all  and  every 
the  Baruns,  and  otiier  the  resciants  aforesaid,  their  heirs  and 
•uoocsaun  wfaeresover,  as  wvll  within  the  ports  and  members 
aloreaud,  their  heirs  and  sucL-eMors,  as  without^  in  wbuisnever 
Coiut  of  us  aod  our  heirs,  the  same  Barons,  an<l  other  re&ctants 
ihall  hapijen  to  be  ndjudj^d  to  make  such  fines,  and  to  be 
luncfvcd  and  forfeit  Hiieh  issues,  pcualtiea,  year,  day,  waste, 
strepe,  and  forfeitures :  wbicli  tines,  amerciaments,  redcmptjons, 
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ia<iiit'»,  [x^nallics,  year,  day,  waste,  etrepc,  and  forfcinirffl  mi|>ht 
it|ipLTtaiii  tu  us  uiid  ourlii-irs,  if  the  wtiic  hnd  iivt  Ik'^ii  graitU'iI 
to  the  nffircsnul  Barons  and  good  men>  mid  their  xuccessun, 
so  tlutt  the  tniil  major  itml  juruk,  biiililT  and  jtiniu,  nnd  nho 
jurats  in  every  port,  and  member  of  tbc  ports,  and  members 
aforcttaid,  as  Is  nfon-Kaid,  cbosc-n  by  tbeinnelved  or  tlirir  niinla- 
terv,  Kiich  Hues,  amcrcinments,  reafini[itioiis.  issuer  |»en:ilties, 
and  forltritiircit,  and  nil  tUin);;s,  vliicli  to  uk,  our  livim  and 
•uccessors  may  ajmcrtnin  of  the  year,  day,  waste,  strc|»c,  nnd 
forfeitures  aforesaid,  may  levy,  wrcfivc,  nnd  liav«  to  the  com- 
muii  protit  and  use  of  the  said  Barons,  their  heirs  and  suc«^J 
ceKsors,  without  impediment  of  u«  or  our  heint,  our  justice*  <)^^| 
ibeir  bailiffs,  or  our  ministers  whatsoever.  And  that  the  samo^* 
Burons  and  good  men,  their  heirs  nnd  successors  within  crcry 
port  and  member  of  the  porls,  and  members  aforesaid,  ui^  it 
shall  please  them,  may  have  Ihewo,  pillory,  and  lumbrtl  for  ili« 
punishmeut  of  malefaclon  there-  And  also  lliat  ihey  and  their 
auceesaors  for  ever  mny  have  lecls  and  law  days,  with  all  jmifits 
to  tliv  Icct8  and  lavr-days  in  any  wise  a|i|)«rtainiDg  or  belnngiuf^, 
uf  whatsoever  rotidenLj  within  the  liberty  afortftuiid.  Aud  thnt 
the  nfonstiiid  Biiron^i  und  ^oud  men,  and  iheir  lieirs  and  huc- 
ceBsors,  from  henceforth  may  have  and  every  of  ihcm  may  have 
nil  their  findals  by  laud  nnd  )te;t  freely,  ])eftccably,  and  (juictly, 
without  any  imi)ediment  or  grievance  of  u»  or  of'  our  heirs,  or 
(if  the  eoni!<(uble  of  u»  or  of  our  hcir«  of  our  Ca^rtlc  of  Dover, 
warden  of  the  Cincgue  I'orts  aforesaid,  or  nf  the  admiral  within 
the  ports  and  memht-rs  aforesaid,  wiiliout  pnrtilion  thereof  to  be 
made  for  us.  or  any  part  thereof  to  be  rendere<l  to  u«  or  to  our 
htirs,  or  to  any  other.  And  moreover,  \vc  have  f^'unted  for  na  and 
our  heirs  as  mueh  as  in  us  is  to  the  nforcsaid  Borons  and  {(oud 
men,  nnd  their  heirs  and  successors,  that  they  may  vrvct  gnllows 
within  every  port  and  member  of  the  [>orlB,  and  mt-mbrn 
aforesaid,  and  judpnenl  cause  to  bo  done  on  maleliiotors, 
which  tliere  &)iall  happen  to  be  taken  nnil  ii|>|>r<-hen<le4l,  necortU 
ing  to  the  said  liberty  of  iiifiui|j;thefl'  and  utfangtheftj  nnd 
acritrding  to  the  custom  in  the  ports  and  uiotnher^  afurvwaid 
uf  ancient  time  usRd,  without  occantou,  let,  or  impediment  nf 
UB  or  our  heirs,  or  the  justices,  coroners,  Mclicnton,  HhcritTs, 
or  other  our  bniliffn  or  ministers  whatsoever.  And  that  the 
aj'oresaid  mayor  and  jumt«,  biiilill  lutd  Jurats,  and  nlwi  jurats  in 
cvi-ry  port  aii^t  nu-nilKT  of  Uii-  ports,  and  membcnt  afnrc»aid,  m 
above  are  lituilcd,  from  henceforth  for  ever  mny  hnve  and  hold 
before  them,  the  said  mayor  and  jurats,  bailiff  and  jurats,  and 
also  jurau  by  plaint  before  them  to  be  levied  in  the  Uourt  of 
every  port  or  memlicr  of  the  purt»,  nnd  members  aforesaid,  ui 
tlw  place  within  every  such  port  or  member  muet  vouvcntcol. 
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m  the  dciv9  nnd  Hi»c«  there  aeeuAlomt^l  to  he  hot<)cii.all  nnd  all 
mitiiiier  vf  plena,  of  and  u[iui)  nil  manner  of  nction?,  real, 
|»enuoaI,  and  uiixed,  within  every  such  port  at  member  by  land 
ur  hy  acn  umin^.  And  the  pcrMin  against  whom  such  per- 
sonal actions  in  the  said  Courtii  Khull  hnppen  to  be  prosecuted 
and  moved,  t CI  «ltjich  liylhvir  tMKlies  and  commit  to  priaoii,  uiid 
to  hear  and  determine  all  and  MiigiiJiir  the  ArnresaicI  pIcaH,  and 
In  iiinke  pnit^rsH  nnd  rxceulions  jiidiciully,  according  to  the 
etistunt  of  the  ports  alVmsaid  ihrrctiiKin  to  be  niadtr:  8o  that 
orithrr  the  cunntahk-  of  u»  and  our  heirs  of  the  aforesaid  Castle 
trf  Dover,  nor  llic  wiirdcn  of  the  Cinque  I'orts  aforesaid,  nor  the 
oihiiiral  of  the  uime,  nor  any  ItcuU'Daot  of  them,  nor  deputy 
from  him',  of  or  ii|)on  any  auch  picas  within  ihc  porta  oud 
mcmbcn  afore^id,  or  of  any  other  plea  or  of  any  thing  or 
mutter  dune,  or  hajijH-ning  to  be  done  ur  happen,  or  within  the 
ttouiidti  :itid  limits  uf  the  saino  purls  and  niendiers  by  land  nor 
bj  »«a,  nor  by  fresh  water,  or  the  limits  or  shores  of  the  deep 
sea,  may  intermeddle  iu  any  wise,  nor  such  port  or  member  for 
that  cause  in  any  wise  may  cuter,  exeeiit  in  default  of  justice 
of  such  mayor,  bailiff,  and  jural* ;  and  if  sudt  default  shall 
ha|i))en,  then  mc  utll  only  the  nforcHaid  wurilt-ti  of  ilie  C'inque 
I'oris,  for  the  time  being,  u|x)n  complaint  or  iictition  to  him 
thercijf  to  Ik-  made  by  the  party  thinking  himself  grieved,  such 
port  nr  mcmlier  from  time  to  time  to  enter,  and  the  pica 
tonching  such  defuult  before  him,  within  the  same  port  or 
mcmbrrt  in  the  presence  of  surh  mayor,  haililT,  and  jurats,  to 
cause  tu  come,  and  there  the  pleu  aforc:i>Aid  to  examine,  and  such 
default,  if  iuiy  shall  he,  to  correct  and  amend,  and  to  all  and 
sinjfular  whosoever  interested  therein,  fiillncss  of  justice  with 
>pced  to  minister,  aocordinK  to  the  law  and  customs  there. 
And  (hat  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  jurats,  buiUff  and  jurats,  and 
oUo  jurats  of  every  port  and  uietnhcr  of  the  ports,  and  mem- 
bers olbrcsaid,  in  uunucr  nnd  form  ubove  Kaid  elected,  for  ever 
may  liavc  cogiiiuuioe,  as  well  of  all  manner  of  pleas  in  the 
actions  above  said,  as  of  all  manner  of  pleas  of  the  Crown, 
witliiu  every  such  port  or  member  in  any  wise  happening,  nnd 
iiwcr  of  heariiig  and  determining  all  picas  of  the  Crown  of  ua 
of  our  heirs,  Oft  well  at  the  auit  of  us  or  our  heirs,  or  at 
Tile  anil  of  other  complainants ;  tileas  of  all  manner  of  treasons 
ullogether  only  excepted,  wliich  before  the  warden  of  the 
Cin()uc  I'urtis  aforcauid,  tor  the  lime  being,  calling  to  him  the 
mayor»,  IxiititU,  nnd  jurats  of  the  some  (lorls,  according;  to  the 
eudtom  in  the  same  porta  u»cd,  at  Shepway,  for  ua  and  our 
betr»,  a»  much  as  in  us  is,  w«  will  theru  to  be  heanl  and  dctcr- 
Rttiied,  accunling  to  the  law  and  cuatom  of  the  Court  aforesaid. 
Aud  that  Mich  mayor  and  jurats,  bailiff  and  jurata,  and  also 
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jurats,  its  iibove  arc  limited,  all  and  singular  tlif  pleiut  above  snid 
(except  before  exrt-pKHl)  niuj-  haw  aiiif  liolil  brion-  Uicm  wii.'iiii 
every  such  port  or  incmbrr,  in  llii-  Court  nf  the  snmc  port,  or 
mcoilicr,  iind  shnll  hrur  oik)  deU-rmiiie  all  »uch  pleas  am) 
jiui^mcnls,  ihcrciipnii  rendered,  may  rxecuie  acconling  to 
lair,  and  the  custom  of  our  kingdom  of  Kngluud,  or  the  custom 
ul'the  aforesaid  Cinque  Ports,  st  their  choice  And,  morcovert 
lliat  none  of  the  aforesaid  Barons,  good  men,  or  their  heirs  or 
successors,  or  of  the  residents  aforesaid,  by  any  warrants, 
pn-eopis,  or  tnaudntes  uf  the  cuiiHtahlc  of  the  Cautle  ufuri'said. 
or  of  the  warden  of  the  Ciuquc  Ports  aloresnid,  or  adoiiral 
vithin  the  |K>rts  and  mcintiers  ufureKuid,  to  auHwer  tipuo  any 
such  plea,  from  henceforth  may  be  taken,  arretitccl,  or  altachea, 
nor  for  the  name  cause,  before  the  same  eonstablc,  warden,  or 
admirul,  or  his  Heiitennut  or  deputy,  be  bound  to  appear  in  any 
wise,  except  in  default  of  justice  only,  as  in  aforesaid.  Ana 
that  none  of  the  Barons,  f^oocl  men,  or  tfaclr  hcirt,  or  siicli  rcsi* 
dents,  to  or  for  the  serviee  of  us  or  our  heirs,  to  be  done  upon 
the  sea,  except  to  the  service  of  the  same  Barons  to  us  and  our 
heirs  with  their  ships,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  done  by  any  officer  or 
miniater  of  u&  or  our  heirs,  from  henceforth  may  be  taken, 
Bttiichcd,  or  arrested  in  any  wise.  We  have  i^rauted,  moreover, 
to  the  iiforesaid  Barons  and  (rood  men,  that  they,  their  heirs  and 
auccesHorz,  and  other  reeidcutd  wbosuevcrj  their  heirs  nnd  sue* 
cessoTB,  within  the  ports  and  members  t^oresaid,  contributors, 
or  which  sliall  be  contributors  to  tbc  service  and  shipping, 
nforeimid,  may  for  ever  he  quit  of  all  aids,  •subsidies,  contribu- 
tions, tidijif(«s  luid  dCDlJt  vilmtsocver,  which  from  them,  or  any 
of  them,  by  reamin  of  their  lands,  tenements,  and  rents,  or  theu 
Biooda  anil  chattcU,  or  of  any  of  (hem,  nhich  mm  they  may 
have,  and  from  henceforth  may  have,  by  u»  or  our  heirs,  or  the 
bailiffs  or  ministers  of  us  or  our  heirs,  ou«ht  or  mi^t  be 
exacted  if  the  aforesaid  grant  to  them  tiad  not  been  made.  And 
that  whensoever  the  commons llics  of  the  counties  of  our  king- 
dom of  l^ngland,  or  tlie  citizens  and  biu-^csses  of  the  cities  and 
boroughs  of  the  said  cmmtics  of  the  same  kingdom  have  granted 
a  tenth.  tiAvenlh,  or  other  scot  or  lai  wliulsuevcr,  of  tlieir 
mnTcabJc  goodft,or  their  lands,  tenements,  or  rents,  to  us.  our 
heirs  or  successor*,  in  any  wiHe  :  or  wc,  or  our  licirs  shall  make 
to  be  taicd  uur  t«nt)i<i  tbroujchuuL  England,  the  Barons  afore- 
Haiil,  their  bcirs  and  successunt,  and  the  purls  nml  niembors 
aforesaid,  the  lauds,  tenements,  and  the  );nods  and  chattels  oT 
tile  oTorcsaid  Barons,  their  heirx  und  »uerc»sors,  iiuil  other  reai- 
tlentB,and  every  of  them,  whether  within  the  liberty  uf  the  uid 

C)rtsftnd  members  they  shall  Ur,  or  without  in  the  counties  of 
cut  anti  fjuasexi  to  the  use  of  un  or  our  hein  aball  doL  be 
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IMu^  nor  anything  of  the  u-ntlis.  flftcenths  and  mher  amis  or 
^^Iges  aforctiaiil  n'hat<ioev<;r,to  (he  iim-  oI'iis  orofrtiir  Iiclrx  alinll 
wr  IrtiH,  rmr  llit-  same  Barun.s,  (licir  heirs  or Bucressont,  orulher 
thp  rv«idriiUiitiirc!i)tiil,  in  ilu'ir  liitul*,  tcnumcitts,  orgnfxlit  itforC' 
aaid,  br  lhc»c  occasioiiN  Klinll  be  distrained,  molested,  or  in  luiy- 
thing  grieved,  but  tlinl  they,  tlivir  hcirx  Mnd  3uccc«»ot9,  of  all 
maoDcr  oi'tcutha,  fiflcriiths,  and  other  such  scots  and  lallngcn  for 
p»-iT  mny  iM-tjiiit.  iiithouffh  Ihcy  niny  be  [>itrtii-9  iigcntti,  or  sonic 
one  of  thrill  (larta^entn,  or  granting  to  such  trriints.  Aiid  fiirthcr 
«  e  Have  grant<y<l  for  us  nnd  our  heirs  to  ih*  atorosAid  Hnronft  mid 
cood  men,  that  none  of  thrin»  or  ilicir  heirs  or  KUcccswrs,  from 
nrno4-rnnh  may  be  put  in  any  nstizt'S,  juries,  recognitions,  btt»iiiti>, 
or  other  inquisitions  whatsoever  Mithoiit  the  porta  and  members 
aloR-iiaJd,  althou;;h  th^y  toiieh  na  or  utir  bL-irs;  nor  tliat  he  be,  nor 
W  niiidf  nsiwisuir,  taxi>r,  or  coll<s!tor  of  the  tcnlhs,  ftfVcentha,  or 
of  any  piircel  thereof,  or  of  other  Kuhiiidiet;,  lalluj^es,  taxes,  or 
ictttft  M'lutiMK'Vcr,  granted  or  to  1>o  grnnted  to  ua  or  to  our 
beirB,  uor  collector  of  the  rea-soiiable  aid  to  make  the  (irst-bora 
mo  of  ua  and  ottr  heirs  knight,  or  to  mnrry  the  first>barn 
daughter  of  uh  or  our  heirs ;  nor  any  of  them  shall  be  ord^ncd 
iir  iMuigitcd  cooHtiible,  biiililV,  or  other  othccr  or  iiiinislcr  of  hk 
or  of  our  hcirn  without  the  jxirtsinid  iiieinl>crs  aforeaaid  against 
ihrir  will.  And  in  vase  that  any  of  the  iiforcsaid  Borons,  good 
ment  or  their  heirs  or  Miccessors  to  any  of  the  charpt'S,  uBices, 
or  oecupationa  aforesaid,  or  to  any  other  oflice,  may  tor  the  time 
to  tome  be  elected,  ordaineil,  or  assigned  to  undergo,  do  or 
ocenpy  ngainHl  the  force,  form,  and  effect  of  this  our  present 
t:nuit,  nlthuiigh  he  those  otlices  or  chur^nt  to  undergo,  do,  or 
occupy,  Hhall  refuse,  iioiwii]mlauding  he  hy  that  orcaition  may 
incur  by  no  means  any  tine,  contcmnl,  forfeiture,  loss,  or 
damage  in  his  body  or  goods]  but  that  these  our  prcscnl 
tetters  by  him  shown  Ikcfore  whatsoever  the  jiistiees  and  minis- 
leri  of  i»  nnd  our  heir*  in  whatsoever  place  of  rcconi  throngh- 
wut  our  whole  n-idin  of  England,  upon  thnt  showing  they  shall 
rvtnain  in  their  nirength  nnd  cftieacy,  aiul  be  allowed  to  them 
without  any  writ  or  process  thereujwn  further  to  br  prosecuted  j 
and  that  w'heusocver  there  shall  happen  any  inquuutiuns  before 
»nir  oiiiatnble  of  OUT  Castle  of  Dover,  or  warden  of  the  Cinque 
Porta  aforesaid,  or  admiral  of  the  same,  such  inquisitions  may 
lie  had,  taken,  and  made  within  that  port,  or  member  of  the 
l>orta  luiU  mctuben  uf'»rL-!>aid,  where  those  of  the  ports  and 
their  meinbiTR,  by  whom  those  inqiiisitiona  shall  be  taken,  arc 
abiding  and  K-sidcnt,  niid  not  elsewhere;  and  that  they  which 
arc  put  and  impannelled  in  the  inqutsitiona  aforesaid  to  take 
their  charge,  or  to  give  their  vc^dic^  may  not  He  bound,  com- 
pelled, nor  connirained  in  anywiae  to  go  out  of  such  port  or 
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ntembrr,  rtr  to  gi>  to  any  othrr  pliux*,  nnr  by  that  occasion 
they  incur,  nor  nny  of  tlieiti  incur  in  any  wise  any  c<inlempi 
nmrrfiain(!nt,  jx-nulty,  forfcUiirf,  or  loss  luwarda  us  or  our 
heirs.  \VhoivlV>ro  wc  ivill  and  flrinly  command,  lor  tis  and  our 
heirs,  that  the  aforc&aid  Barons  and  good  tucu  uf  the  poru 
aforranid,  their  htirs  and  flucce^sors,  may  have  all  and  aing^dur 
the  liberties  and  freedoms  nforcMiid,  und  all  tltc  premises  by  ua 
to  thcni  of  new  grantvcl,  and  them  and  every  of  them  in  times 
to  come,  without  irojjedimciit  of  iis  or  our  heirs,  or  of  our 
ministers  nh&tsoever,  Lhey  may  enjoy  and  »se  for  ever.  . 

"  Witnesses  to  these  presents,  the  Venerable  I*reUitc,  Tboma* 
Arohbishii)j  uf  Canterbury,  E'rimnte  of  all  England;  our  mont 
dear  brothers,  ticor;^  of  Clarence  and  Richard  of  Gloucester, 
Duke*;  the  Venerable  Fathers,  Geor^  of  Exeter,  our  Clian- 
ndtor  of  Knglanil,  and  T.  of  Londou,  Bishops;  and  lliehard  of 
War»iek  and  <Sali.<hury,  and  John  of  MurtbuinbcrUiud,  Earln, 
our  most  dear  Cousins;  aUu  our  hclovcd  nnd  faithful  Master 
Itobert  Stilliugloii,  Keeper  of  our  IVivy  Scul ;  and  Walter  Blunt, 
Knij^ht,  our  Treasurer  uf  Kiif^land,  and  others." 

Henry  VII  granted  a  Charier,  by  nliich  he  cunrirnted  all  Lho«e 
of  his  predecessors,  bearing  date  ul  WeatniinsCer,  Dec.  131b, 
MH7. 

Henry  VUI  oonfirmed  all  the  rights  and  piivilegca  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  by  a  Charier  bearing  date,  at  Wc»tinin»lcr,  Mareli 
6lh.  16m. 

Kdwnnl  VI  nititicd  nil  the  Charlera  offals  preileccMors,  by  a 
Chnricr  tlalcd  at  Westminster,  Nov.  20lh,  I.>1^. 

Queen  Mary  eontirmed  all  the  preceding  Clinrtcrs  by  one 
hearing  dntc  at  AVcstminsUrr,  Oct.  '^yth,  16W. 

(Ineen  l',liz.-iT>eth  ratified  all  former  Charters  by  one  f>Taiitod 
by  her,  dated  March  «tb,  1^50, 

Besides  ratifying  ntl  the  previous  CluirterH,  Queen  Kliznbctb 
granted  the  following,  dated  Jan.  '.JOth,  lii(i\  : 
>  "  Elizabeth,  by  the  srace  of  God,  Uuccn  of  England, 
France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c,,  to  tho  Trea- 
surer, Chancellor,  and  Barons  of  our  Exchequer  for  the  tinw 
Ix-ing.  anil  to  nil  other  the  offieers,  niinittti-ra,  anil  (tul>J4:<^tJi  of 
ti»,  imr  heirs  and  sncccssoni,  for  the  time  l>cin|(:,  or  tvhieh  here* 
aAer  shall  be,  to  whom  it  &hall  or  mny  nppcrtuiii,  and  to  cveiy 
of  them,  grccling  i  Wbereaa  it  appearj  unto  us,  by  one  recor«L 
reinaininR  in  our  Exchcfjucr,  amongst  the  rccordu  of  the  term 
of  Easter,  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  rcigu  of  our  most  dear  prand- 
fttther.  King  Henry  VII,  tbnl  John  Convers  of  WinchcUca,  and 
William  Wiu-vrjn  of  Dover,  eoinbons  of  the  Five  Forts,  did 
mine  before  the  Barons  of  ibr  same  Exchequer,  (he  7ih  day  cf 
May,  In  the  same  term  of  Easter,  io  their  proper  per^oim,  and 
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jdn)  4.-xI)ihit  to  the  ssiil  cnurt  llicre  n  certain  tctlcr  of  altomey, 
Ist-alcd  with  the  commim  scM  of  ihc  Maynrs,  Bailifl's,  Jiirals,  anil 
Haratu  of  tlic  Five  Piirts,  nnd  <liroet«d  t«  the  Trwisuror  ami 
KRarons  of  tin:  »nmc  Exclicouci' ;  (he  (cnor  whereof  follovTeth  in 
ItiicM  Kortla:  'To  the  right  Miphtv  and  Noble  Lurd  John 
jDyiifiatn.  Knij^fit,  Lord  Dynhum,  High  Treasurer  of  Gn^laml. 
[ami  to  thv  Full  Hononrnhte  the  Rnrnns  of  our  Sovcrcii|rii  Lord 
llhi-  King's  Kvchrcincr  nt  Wcstmitistrr  that  now  is,  we,  the 
I  Miiyors.  BHiiirt's.  Jnmtn,  and  Hurons  of  the  towns  and  ports  of 
I  lliuitiii|f,  Winchc'Ucn,  liyo,  Komncy,  lleth,  Dover,  and  Sand- 
|wir)i,  at  (iiir  IJrothcryecld  Oeiicral,  at  the  snid  town  and  |»oit 
I  of  Komncy.  the  day  of  the  dab^  hereof  hohlen,  ttsscinbled,  that 
liB  to  sny,  William  Nc;)f<ham,  Hailitt'  of  llaating.  KichanI 
iMartham,  Mayor  of  Winchcl^ea,  John  Checsmao,  Mayor  of 
I  Kyc,  John  trheyneM.  Jurat  nf  Koinncy,  Thomaa  WitU"ii,  Jurat 
[of  Heili.  lulwurd  Hextull,  Mayor  of  Dover,  and  Thomas  Aldey, 
[  Mayor  of  Sandwich,  vrhieli  &t;nd  due  rcoonitDcndations  in  all 
I  humUle  wise  as  a])[)«rt:uneth ;  and  whereas  it  bath  pleased  our 
Itovtrreign  lord, and  by  thcadvic<;of  hiscxmncil  in  agree  I,  for  the 
Imstcntiitiun,  siibHidy.  and  maintenance  of  our  na\y,  to  do  our 
bid  aer^'ice  to  our  novcn-ipi  loni  tUv  l<iog,  aod  to  his  heirx, 
■Kiiigs  of  England,  that  at  every  whole  lifleenlh  and  tenth 
|Imvmn«r,  hy  the  Commonn  of  this  bi*  realm,  to  htm  and  to  hi« 
iltein  to  be  granted,  the  collectors  of  the  same  and  every  of 
Elhrm,  within  the  eouoties  of  Kent  and  Siisocx,  from  lbciicefi>rth 
[ahnll  have  ileductioti  in  their  aorompts  betwixt  by  the  ccrtifi- 
[calea  of  the  mid  Uarona.so  that  they  exceed  not  the  simi  of  live 
I  hundred  [louiids  sterling,  fur  the  allowance  of  all  reaciant)»  and 
I  advocaniB  of  their  allowance  of  all  such  fift«etit)is,  as  from  thcncc- 
Iforth  shall  be  granted  to  our  wd  soveireif^  lord  the  king,  and  to 
I  his  heirs.  King*  of  England,  atui  from  thenccforlh  to  be  gnthorwl : 
land  tliat  his  highness  willelh  in  that  behalf,  that  we  nor  our  heira 
lahailnut  in  any  wjiw  exceed  the  said  Kiim  of  five  hundred  [Hiundit, 
[nod  that  we  *Iu>iilil  tbi.Teu|>oii  be  Ixiund  by  recognizance  htfore 
I  his  said  Rnrons,  in  his  said  Exchei|iier,  at  Westminster,  to  the 
laccum|tli*hm<^nt  nf  tht-  Bame.  We,  the  said  mayor*,  bailitffl, 
IjuntK,  and  bamoB,  certify  by  these  presents  that  wc,  the  day  of 
llhc  making  hi:rcoriiave  given  fall  jwwer  and  authority  to  Mir 
■right  inisty  and  right  wcll-heloved  brethren  and  comhons,  Mr. 
Ijobn  Con%-cr8,  of  the  saicl  ti>wn  of  Winchelsea,  and  William 
IWarwyn,  of  the  said  town  of  Dover,  uur  tnie  and  lawful  attor- 
ne^n,  jointly  and  eevernlly  in  that  behalf,  by  the  advice  of  learned 
Icounoil,  (o  bind  ua  to  our  said  sovereign  lord  the  king,  and  to 
■hi«  heirs.  King*  of  Knglnud,  by  recoffiiirance  in  the  anid  king'a 
Exchequer  before  the  said  Baron»,  in  all  due  and  convenient 
itwia,  and  Bum  reauuiable  after  thesaid  wiadoma  «nd  diacretions 
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«r  the  sitii)  nifili  Tre«-Mirci'  anil  thr  mid  Bnronn  fur  ihe  nctwtn- 
pUshment  of  ihc  (ircmiscs  ;  that  U  to  ^ay.  thnl  wc  nor  our  licira 
shall  iiot  from  li(-nei.-rorth  psr«tf<l  th«  said  eum  of  tivo  hiindnHl 
pounds.  In  wiiuesa  whereof,  we,  the  a«id  mayors,  bniliHs, 
jurnis.  aiid  barons,  thv  seal  of  our  umI  brotberyeeld,  usetl  iiid 
accustomed,  to  iKcsc  presents,  have  put  at  the  said  town  and 
purt  of  Roiniiey,  lUe  l'2lh  day  of  Apnl.  in  the  sixth  year  of  ihe 
r«aii  of  our  said  sovercifni  lord,  Kiiiir  Hcnrj'  VII.'  Wherc- 
ii|>o[i  the  said  John  Convent  mid  William  Wiinvyp,  bciDg  then 
jirirsent.  In  the  said  court,  in  th«^ir  projirr  jiersons,  and  ad- 
mitted there  by  the  Bnmns  to  be  the  atturncys  itf  tbc  said 
mayors,  biti1ifEi>,  jtirAt»,  and  biuroiM  of  Ihe  aforesaid  porU,  to 
execute  and  to  do  In  all  things  according  to  the  tenor  of  the 
jcnid  letter;  and  the  stud  John  and  U'lllinm  tiiking  upon  them 
Ihe  [intne,  did  acknowledge  tbc  sntne  mayors,  bailiff^  jiinits,  and 
hnnins,  to  owe  to  our  said  firandffither  one  ihousnnd  miirltH,  tu 
be  |Kiid  to  our  said  grandfather,  in  the  Feast  of  the  Nativity  of 
St.  John  the  Baptist  then  next  eoniiiig.  And,  except  they  did 
perform  it,  the  said  John  and  WilUam,  in  the  stead  and  name 
of  the  ^»me  uiayors,  bailittV,  jurats,  and  barons,  did  grant  that 
our  tuiiil  jjjraiidt'ailier  should  caus^.-  lo  be  levied  the  said  money 
of  Ihc  lands  and  tt-ncmvats  uf  the  said  niiiyors,  bailifTa,  jumU, 
imd  borons,  whereof  ihcy  or  any  others,  or  any  other  than  thcyr, 
were  scizrd,  and  of  their  goods  and  chaticU  to  whose  hand 
soever  they  »hould  come.  And  made  that  this  rccojfniy,ancc 
was  under  such  condition  that  if  the  collcrtnrB  of  the  tincenths 
^4ind  troths  to  our  sj>id  grandfather,  then,  or  to  his  heirs.  Kings 
if  KiiEflund,  in  the  niuiitivs  of  Kent  and  8u»sex,  and  elsewhere 
within  this  realm  of  England  from  henceforth  to  be  ^mnlcd, 
Khonhl  not  have  deductions  in  their  sccompla  to  our  said 
grandfather  of  such  whole  fifU-enth  and  tenth  to  be  yielded 
by  the  ccn.itlcatc«  of  tlie  mayors,  bailiflW,  jurats,  and  barons, 
or  their  successors,  from  thenceforth  to  be  above  the  sum  uf 
£oO().  And  if  the  said  mayors,  bailifTi,  Jurats,  and  barons, 
tlieir  lieirsandBucceMors,  by  their  ccnilieatcs  to  such  collectors 
in  the  said  counties  of  Kent  and  Suhhcx,  and  eU«\there  wilhiii 
this  realm  of  England,  of  and  for  sueh  whole  Qflveuth  and 
tenth  for  the  same  mayors,  bailiffii,  jumts,  and  barons,  and  tlic 
rceciants  and  advocants  of  the  said  ports  to  be  made  and  di- 
reoled,  should  not  exceed  the  sum  of  £SOI),  at  evet7  such 
I  filtecnlh  and  tenth  thenceforth  to  be  graiUed ;  thul  then  lli« 
'Raid  recogniaiince  should  be  void,  oihcnvise  it  ohnnld  n'main 
in  its  strength  and  eHcci  as  by  the  said  record  remaining  in 
ll»e  custody  of  our  Remcmbnineer  in  our  Kxchequer  more  at 
large  appeareth.  And  wherena  further  tt  ap|tc«reth  untn  ttS| 
by  letter*  untler  the  privy  senl  nf  our  anid  mnsl  dear  gratid- 
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irr.  King  Henry  VII,  iljivrtcd  to  Mr.  'JVcasuror  mul  the 
IDS  of  the  Kxohe^uiT,  bearing  date  ac  Westminau-r,  the 
tl  111' June,  ill  the  ninth  year  of  his  reign,  that  uhercjw  our 
Hffauiirnthrr  wiw  thru  iururmccl,  that  ol'  oldliiiie  accti.i  turned, 
tt(c*-tr>-  lifUrnth  gmntcd  Co  the  Barons  onLliTT-'ive  Ports  anil 
thdr  AJvuc«nt«  unci  members  of  them,  and  every  of  tbent,  ihev 
were  wunl  to  be  allotrcd  in  the  Exchequer  of  our  said  gruntf- 
fiuher  of  BS  much  nnd  as  hirge  sums  of  money  na  they  would 
osk  bjr  sufficient  billet  thereof,  at  every  tifufcntli  ^-ranted  till 
then  oif  btc,  by  agrevnient  Ihcrtof  taken,  and  us  between  our 
tnti  grandrnthor  and  tbcni,  they  Mere  ceased  iit  it  ccrtmu  auin 
CaOOj  md  ihercupun  ilicy  were  bound  in  a  recoj^niznnce  before 
the  IVeasurer  ana  Barons  of  our  suid  ^^raiidfailior  in  his  Bx- 
tiiM|iier  unto  our  said  gTundfalher  in  one  thuuHund  marks,  that 
they  should  iKii  (■xri-«'d  the  said  num  of  £.W^  in  tiNUtng  idlowanre 
by  iMllet,  upon  forl'eilurc  to  our  said  crat"l''n'lit-r  of  the  said 
ihousAnd  ninrli*'  Ami  «vhcreas  our  snid  ^rnii<Miillit?r  bein^ 
itiftirmed  that  Ibc  Trciisurrr  and  Bnron!)  of  his  Exchetiuer  did 
then  di'ny  to  receive  and  allow  the  bills  iind  billets  under  tile 
Kc-N  f^-'rr  of  the  towns  of  VVinchelsca  or  live,  and  of  the 
n>i  I  if  the  said  Kive  Port§,  and  of  every  of  them,  (or  di»- 

churK'iit;  Of  divers  of  the  collcetore  of  our  said  grandlaihcr  for 
diven  fitiecnihs  ihat  rh«-n  wore  past;  our  said  grandfather  willinfir 
the  nid  Five  Purta,  the  said  towns  of  Winclichca  and  Rye,  and 
the  members  of  them,  and  every  of  ihem,  to  be  )iartiieni  uf  the 
■aid  dineltnrgc  of  £6^)0,  as  they  be  charged  to  our  »aid  grand- 
(iithpr  in  service;  and  for  divers  and  mnny  other  grnal  eonsi- 
demiions  onr  said  fn"andfather  specially  moving,  did,  by  the  wild 
lrt(iT«  under  the  said  privy  Keal,  will  and  charge  the  said  Trea- 
■urer  niid  Barons  of  hifi  Kxche<|uer,  and  eveiy  uf  them,  thitt 
Ibey,  immediaiely  ufter  the  sit^lil  of  the  ssid  letter!^  iihould  re- 
cnTcaod  take  of  the  collector  or  collectors  of  our  said  grand - 
IJUher  of  imy  such  fifteenth  nil  such  bills  and  billetii  for  dis- 
cbM^guig  of  the  sind  ftni.-Hiilh-i  iM-fore  that  time  p>nnted  nnd 
lliercafter  to  Ik-  gnmtwi,  ns  well  them  that  were  under  the  seals 
of  the  said  townH  of  Winehelwa  ami  Hyc.  p-^^el■l  of  ihe  head 
TOTts,  or  BJiy  of  Ihrm,  as  Ihem  thai  were  under  llic  iralsi  of  any 
nTthe  mend'nTS,  to  what  manner  of  sum  that  ihp  said  bills  or 
InOeU  should  amount  to.  jVnd  if  the  said  bills  or  btlletK  shoidd 
IBiKtDt  to  the  sum  of  JtlfiOO,  or  beneath,  at  a  fifteen,  then 
oar  said  grandfather  willed  and  chan^^d  ihem,  and  evcty  of 
Ihrtn.  to  allow  all  the  sum  of  i'oOU,  or  any  sura  beneath  thiil 
■um-  And  if  the  said  bills  or  billeU  should  amount  above  the 
sum  of  llie  sail!  XiiUO,  then  our  said  grandfather  willed  the  said 
'IVeasurrr  nnd  nurtnnt  iluil  they  allow  to  the  «ald  coUcctora  the 
nid  sum  of  iUiiH)  and  no  tnorc.     And  then  our  said  graDd&thcr 
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willed,  that  the  said  Treaiiurcr  and  Barons  should  nuikca*baMy 
piXK'intA,  ii)>  cli<:y  lawruUj  ini^ht  aj^iiiat  the  said  Five  Ports  for 
the  aaiii  thousand  marks  liy  thcin  luito  uur  siiid  ftminlfathcr  tw 
he  roriV.-it(-<l,  for  tiii-ir  rxcvciliiig  Uu-  tciid  &um  cmitnir^'  to  their 
B»id  rc(-n[;niKiuicc,  as  by  tlic  suid  It'tturs,  under  the  privy  seal 
of  our  xaid  (fmntirullicr,  mon-  at  Urgt!  apiicart- th.  >  And  whereas 
diveFB  of  the  most  ancient  charters  and  ktlcrs  ))utcaU)  nindc  Co 
thr  RiironH  of  the  Hfiid  Cimiuo  Ports  in  tlint  behalf,  as  also  in 
I  ihc  iarolment  of  the  sanic,  by  length  and  track  of  long  linic  and 
/  toaiiy  ttgcB,  or  olherwiw,  arc  iitrished  and  utlerly  worn  out. 
'  loGt,  or  ticfiiycd;  wc,  considering  the  good  a«n  ices  which  the 
eaid  BaronH  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  nud  of  the  Kaid  towns  of  iiyc 
and  WinchclBea  and  their  members,  have  done  unto  us,  and  the 

•  (fTcat  charf^es  nhic-tt  they  have  been  at  in  our  late  senitrs,  and 
elsewhere  against  the  Spanjanls,  in  the  yejir  of  our  Lord  IMS 
and  15!)t),'*aiid  nilliiig  that  [he  Huid  uuroiis  of  the  Ciiiqiie 
Ports,  and  of  the  said  tonns  of  Rye  and  Wiiichelsea,  and  ibc 
mcmbeni  of  them,  and  every  of  theui,  and  the  resciaiiw  of 
the  said  jKirts,  ton-os,  and  mcmbcnt,  anti  the  advocanta  of  lite 
said  porla  and  towns,  and  every  of  them,  should  be  di»- 
cbarged  uf  the  sum  of  .£600  at  every  filltccn,  and  be  partnen 
of  (he  3uiddi»ch<ir(;(-  of  i'iUO,  ueeordiog  to  such  rate  iind  pto- 
IMfrtion  a«  the  Cinque  Port^,  towns,  nitd  mcrabcrs  be  chared 
to  ui^our  heirs  and  sueeessors,  in  service  and  in  finding  and 
uiftiulaiuiugnf  the  na^y  of  thc&nid  |Kjrts,  towns,  and  membpn; 

*  in  coosideratioii  of  the  said  scn-ices,  and   for  the  better  main- 

1t«nancc  and  snatcutfllion  of  the  navy  of  the  snid  ports^  and  ftff 
divers  other  good  con.->idenitiiia»  us  s|)cciallv  mnviug,  of  our 
special  grace,  mecr  motion,  and  certain  knonlwlce,  do  for  ua, 
our  heirs  and  sucecBsors,  grniil  unto  the  sai<l  Bamas  of  the 
Cinque  Porle,  and  of  the  said  towns  of  Kye  and  Winchclaca, 
and  of  the  members  of  the  same  porta  and  towns,  and  evciy  of 
them,  and  their  aucocsaors,  Barona  of  the  Cinque  I'brts,  towns, 
and  mcmlicrs,  that  at  every  fifteen  heretofore  lo  n«  granted, 
and  hcrvalW  to  be  i»aid.  and  aUo  at  every  fifteenth  hereafter  to 
us,  our  IkUs  niid  successors,  to  be  granted,  they,  the  said 
Barons  of  thi'  said  Cin(|ue  PorU,  and  of  thi-  said  towns  of  Kye 
and  WinrlielBiK,  and  of  tlie  iueinbci-»  of  the  said  puria  uiid 
Lowna,  and  cverj*  of  tliciu,  luid  their  auecessore,  Baiuns  of  the 
swd  Cinque  Ports,  towns,  and  member^  for  ihemselvea  and 
the  reseinnta  of  the  said  ports  and  towns,  shall  have  tbcrvoT. 
and  be  allowed  in  the  Kxchequcr  of  tis.  our  heirs  and  sncccs- 
■on,  al  and  of  every  aucb  filWmh  so  j,'Tj»itcd  or  tu  be  granted, 
aa  is  nforexii.!  the  s>uid  sum  of  tJlHf,  utid  no  more.  And 
therefoix  lor  us,  our  hcifs  and  suceewmr*,  we  do  will  and 
chnrgc  the  Treasurer,  ChunceUor,  und  Barons  of  the  Exchequer 
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of  lis,  nur  heirs  and  Buccwson,  and  of  ercry  of  them,  for 
the  tinif  bring,  for  ever  hereafter,  that  they  Ho,  trum  time  to 
(imp,  ri-rrivc  nnil  InXe  of  ihc  collector  uiitt  collcrtors  of  any 
lificMith  at  tiny  time  heretofore  to  us  granli^J  (irul  yet  payable, 
and  herclofoit  p-antcd  [o  us  uiitl  hfrcaftcr  to  be  pnkl,  aiicI 
hrrraftcr  to  us,  our  heirs  and  sui:<!«8Mn,  to  be  ^nuilcd.  all  such 
bills  and  billvts  for  ihf  discliur^  of  tlio  sBtif  Damns  (if  our 
•aid  Cinquu  Ports,  and  of  tht-  said  towns  of  H^p  and  WineheU 
sea,  and  of  ibe  members  of  (bcni,  and  cvcrv'  of  tbom,  and  of  the 
mciantH  of  tliv  £:iid  purtit,  towns,  and  mcnihen(,  and  the-  udvo- 
cnnis  tif  iho  namr  ytortM  iii>d  towns,  and  of  every  of  ibem  for 
the  time  being,  of  the  sum  of  foOl,  part  or  parcel  of  every 
such  Hfteeiilh  brfore  this  time  granted  aitd  yet  payable,  and 
bcrctuforc  granted  unto  U!i  and  hercattrr  to  he  paid,  and  licrc- 
■Hrr  tii  us,  our  hc\n  or  successors,  to  \x  granted,  as  vrcll  all 
Ihosc  biltn  and  billcls  that  be,  or  hereafter  shall  l>e,  under  the 
•eals  of  any  of  the  Cinque  Porta  and  towns  of  Uye  and  Win- 
cbeliea,  or  any  of  them,  88  all  those  which  lie,  or  hercal'lcr  shall 
br,  under  the  s«aU  of  any  of  the  mombcrs  of  the  Mid  Cin(]ue 
I'orta  and  towns,  or  any  of  them.  And  if  the  said  bills  ur 
billets  do  or  shall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  of  or  for  any  fiiicciilh, 
amiiuni  above  the  uiid  sum  of  £50U,  then  f<ir  us,  our  Iicirs 
and  mucci-viors,  we  will  and  rhnr^e  the  oiiid  Treasurer,  Chan- 
«rUor,  and  Bamns  of  the  ^Mm^.•  Kxcbo«|in;r,  and  every  of  them, 
from  lime  to  time,  Co  allotr  to  the  said  collector  and  collectors  of 
na,  our  heirs  and  succcssom,  for  the  time  being,  for  the  said 
Barona  of  the  said  Cinque  Porta  and  towns  of  Kye  and  Win- 
cbvlaea,  and  their  sueces.'^ors,  and  for  their  and  every  of  their 
IT  ,  and  the  rtsciants  of  the  said  i>orl8,  towns,  and  mcm- 

li-  I    the    advocants   of  the  said  ports  and  towns,  the  said 

■urn  of  x^-'tOti  and  no  more.  And  then  for  iia,  our  hell's  and  siic- 
eeaaora,  we  will  and  command  that  the  said  Treasurvr,  Chan- 
ccltor,  lud  Barons  of  the  Kxchequer  of  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
eeesorv  for  the  timt  beinjr,  make  as  hasty  iirocess.  as  lawfully  may 
be  made  asaiiiat  the  said  Barons  of  tht:  said  Cinque  I'nris,  and 
of  the  said  towns  of  Uye  and  Winehelsfa.  and  (heir  successors, 
fortbe  levying  of  the  IllOtlimirltA  by  them  to  us,ourh<>in*  or  huc- 
ceunrs,  to'lje  forfeite*!  for  their  exceeding  the  said  sum  of  X.TOt>. 
cotiinry  to  tlit-ir  said  recogmzance.  And  further,  for  us,  our 
bcin  and  luccessora,  «e  do  will  and  charge  all  and  every  col- 
lector and  colleotors  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  of  evciy 
fiOnmth  to  us  grante-d,  or  hereafter  to  us,  our  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, to  he  printed,  thai  lln^y  and  every  of  tliem  do  rt'C*i%«  of 
ihc  said  Bamns  of  the  Cinque  I'orla,  and  of  the  said  tonus  of 
Rye  ami  Winchelsea,  and  their  succeawirs.  for  them,  their,  and 
c*«y  of  their  members,  and  the  rcsciants  of  the  i>aid  poru,  town*, 
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otiil  niembcnt,  and  the  iutvoc4iiiU  of  tlii:  s&id  poriB  and  towns, 

iill  niiii  vvcry  hucIi  btllH  luiil  billets  as  have  be«n>  or  hL-n-ulVrr 

aliiill  be,  K-ndtTCfl  unto  iho  snid  collector  or  collectors,  or  any 

of  thcui,  BiXHirdiitK  Cu   itiv  purport  and  truv  meaning  of  tbcec 

prcMC-iitA,     And  ninrKovcr  for  us,  our  heirs  and  suix'essors,  nf 

our  nii:i.T  gmtre  aiul  i-cruiu  kiionlcdgc,  wc  il«  k""**  ^^  •■h*  "lid 

Bitmnn  ofiUc  luiid  C/inijue  Ports,  nnd  towns  of  Rye  and  Win- 

Ollulwu,  aud  iif  the  mt-nibers  of  the  said  purta  «iul  towiia,  and 

llictr  aurcciuioni,  tlnii  neither  Ihcy  nor  their  succcssort,  uor  uiiy 

of  them,  iiiir  the  ivKciiuittt  n(  them,  nor  the  (idvocutilx  of  the  6aid 

l>oriii  and  inwiw,  or  of  any  of  them,  or  their  8Uccc»»or»,  at  any 

time  horeiiftfr  by  us.  our  heirs  or  suctcsw.r»,  or  by  the  TVea- 

■iirer,  Chiuicellur,  or  Ihirons  of  the  said  K\r-hcqucr  uf  us,  our 

heini  nr  ftucooifton,  or  by  any  collectors,  or  other  officers  or 

uniiiiiierB  of  ui,  our  hciro  or  •uooessont,  ahall  be  di&tntined,  im- 

|ii'Ik'1uhI.  im|ileaded,  or  molested,  iu  tnythinf;  contrary  to  the 

lenur  mid  puqton  of  thcoo  jtrcflcnls }  although  exprc&a  mention 

of  the  true  yearly  vnhiu  ur  certainty  of  the  lurcmisefi,  or  of  any 

(il  ihi'Mi,  or  uf  any  other  pills  or  granta  b_v  us  or  aiiyofour  pro-" 

Ki^uilurn  lu  the  amresiiid  Harons  uf  the  said  Cinque  Ports,  and 

(il  ihi-  luiiil  (ownn   uf  kvi^  nud  Wirichtlsea,  aiul  llii^ir  mcmbera, 

)H»eii)fim-  Hindi',  iu  thcw  pn-seiU*  i»  not  made,  or  any  rtiitulr, 

net,  onliiiunt'r.  provision,  w  restraint,  to  the  contrary  made, 

(trdniiuiil,  Of  pntvided.  or  anv  other  thing,  cause,  ormattcr  to 

the  putiirnry  u<itMi(hiit«i>diu^." 

•luuu-B  1  itiiiftnmd  nil  the  previous  Charters, at  Westminster, 
Jnniijuy  iHtili.  lliuO. 

Cbitrliw  I  did  thu  Mnw,  at  tbo  sUDo  place,  on  Juuc  16lb» 

llU>l, 

(■liiii'lt-a  11  KTOiited  thu  followltig  Charter,  dated  at  Weal- 
iniiiMer,  lin:.  ZUi,  1008,  and  which  heKtna  thus: 

'•  And  wKerwi"  our  loirn  and  jK.tt  ol   Hosting,  in  our  county  i 
uf  Hu»«-\,  mill  our  towns  and  pun*  of  New  Itatnin-y  intherwise 

ilionirnc),  llill»-,  Dovrr,  and  Sandwich,  in  our  county  uf  Kent, 
Iff,  ttiul  linii)  out  uf  mind  have  been,  tJie  Cinque  lWt»  of  us 
and  (ttir  |iiii);ruilor»,  Kin^n  mid  Ouei-na  of  KuKhntd;  nud 
wlinrmiH  n\mt  our  towns  of  Uye  and  Wiiichrlsra,  in  Sussex*  air, 
ami  IViiiit  III!  the  liim-  nlHivesaid  liavc  bcfii,  aucjeut  tuwits  nud 
witlilti  ihi-  hhi.-riii-n  of  the  ('iui|iu'  I'ortH  iifuresatd ;  and  whcreaa 
«'•<>  thi>  itiikit  nud  loHcy  nf  IVvcu^'y,  and  the  town  of  Sonford, 
in  Htiwcs,  ami  llie  towns  or  pUct's  railed  Uulverhithc,  Petit 
Ihiuti.  and  Uidney,  iu  Suiuev.  aud  the  towns  and  places  called 
''•'"lulioiirnr  niul  (Iruunge  (otherwise  Urenchc),  in  Kent,  arc, 
ftutl  fVniii  i))c  tiiKi'  idioti^iuiid  have  hern,  members  of  the  said 
tuH'ii  M.  '  Il  .    ■■■  ■■  '  ill,  til  Sussex 

K    .  I'V,  ill  Kent, 
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uad  CTrtaiu  oihtr  lowtis  or  placoi,  called  DcnRcmanili,  Osward- 
suuii',  i>r  OnvelHiniif,  in  KonI,  orr,  mid  Irotn  the  time  aforesaid 
havi*  Im-cii,  iiicmljura  of  the  sanie  town  and  port  of  rs'ew  lU>iu- 
ncy ;  nnd  also  the  tovn  of  Wvn  Hitlif,  in  Kinit,  is,  and  from 
all  ihc  lime  abovcmi-ntioDcd  Iiatli  been,  a  member  of  Hillie; 
kod  oho  the  lotrns  of  Fulkginiii;  aiid  iVvprshaiu.  in  Keut,  and 
the  tovniH  Mid  places,  called  Margate,  St.  Juhu's,  (joreseud, 
Birchiiiglun-Wood  (olheruisv  Wuodchurch  oud  St.  Peter'&  in 
the  Isle  of  Thnnet,  in  K«ut;  and  ICttigndown  and  Ringwulde, 
iu  Kfiitiiiff,  iind  Iroiii  till  the  time  ubuvciuiid  havt-  ljct-ii  inrni- 
Ijcre  Iu  Dover,  and  ahu  the  Iuwuh  nf  Fcirdnieh,  IVid,  Wsdmi-r, 
itaniSK^tf,  and  Sloiicr,  in  Kent :  nnd  Surr  in  the  Isle  of  Tbanet, 
in  Keiil,  and  Urighllingftcv,  in  I^»«x,  an,-,  and  fr»m  nil  the  time 
■boTcuid,  have  btx-n  mvnibcrs  of  Stuidn'ich ;  and  aleo  the  town 
and  hundred  of  Tcntcrdcn,  in  Kent,  is  a  member  of  Rye.  And 
wbvrcat  nl«a  the  Barons  and  inhabitants  of  the  iiforustiid  Citi(|iie 
Ports,  anricnt  towns,  and  llieir  members,  and  their  precle. 
oesBora;  and  the  mayor;  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  Hu^Lirig, 
■od  their  predecessors,  nnd  the  mnyor,  jurnls,  nnd  commonalty 
of  New  liomncy.and  their  predcecssore ;  and  the  mayor,  jurats, 
Bod  commonalty  of  Mithe,  oud  thvir  predecessors ;  and  the 
major,  juratft,  and  commonalty  of  Dover,  and  their  predecessors  ; 
■ad  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  Saiidtvich,  nud  ihcir 
prcdcccasum  }  anil  the  mayor,  juriitK,  and  eonimonalty  of  Kye, 
and  their  predecessors;  and  the  mayor,  jurats,  imd  commonoUy 
of  WinchcUi-a,  and  their  {irrdece»sor» ;  uud  (he  baititV,  jurats, 
and  commonalty  of  the  town  and  lower  of  Pc\'enn:a,  and  their 
predeceMors ;  and  thebailitt',  jurnts,  an^commoDalty  of  Seafnrd, 
Bud  therr  pn.^drcc«i>orB ;  and  the  baililf,  jiiraLs,  and  commonalty 
<tC  Lydd,  aiul  their  prcdccemors;  and  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  com- 
DODaliy  of  Folkstone,  and  their  predecessors;  and  the  mayor, 
jumta,  and  commonalty  of  Kcversham,  and  their  predcceasors  ; 
and  (he  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  Fordwich,  and  tlit-ir 
predecessors;  and  the  mayor,juratB,  and  commonalty  of  Tentei^ 
den,  and  tJieir  jirederciutorx;  divenw-  liberties,  franchises,  privi- 
lege*, jurisdictiuns,  freedoms,  and  immunities,  in  limes  i>apt,  as 
Well  by  rniHun  of  the  above»tid  Icitur*.  piitints,  above  recited,  and 
of  KVeral  other  chnners  and  letters  patents,  by  other  our  pre- 
di-ceaaom.  Kings  and  Queens  of  England,  to  them  and  their 
predecessors  before  this  lime  re8|Kctively  given,  icrantcd,  or 
continnGd,  as  by  reason  of  thverse  prescriptions  and  customs, 
IP  the  same  puna,  towns,  and  meoibcrv  respectively  u&cd  imd 
accustomed,  have  had,  held,  uml  enjoyed,  and  yet  have,  hold, 
and  use  We,  coUBidering  that  the  Barons  of  tlic  Cintjue 
Porta,  and  the  BuroHS  of  the  ancient  towns  of  Eye  and  VVin- 
cfaclbca,  and   the  members  of  the   said  porw  and  towns,  great 


26 


Tim  CtlAKrKRS. 


services  with  thrjr  etiijis  fVoin  time  to  time  tiavc  performed  and 
done  to  vory  inBiiy  of  our  pwiKeiiitofs  nnd  pped<'<!('s«on* :  Kinr»<i 
and  Clticcns  of  £n»l»iid,  iit  l)i<'!r  g;rcnt  cost,  iirid  to  the  grciil 
liuiiour,  «iid  commodity  of  our  progenitors  nnd  of  our  ri>alm. 
And  graclciiiily  and  piously  coiitt-nipUc!n»;  thut  thr  said  Cintgue 
Ports,  nneionl  tonn*,  and  nit^m)>er!!  of  the  *ame  ports  and 
towns,  lie  subject  continiullv  to  the  injuries,  violences,  spoils, 
and  sudden  appressions  of  our  enemies  ;  also  williog  snd 
greatly  deeiring  thnt  the  navy  of  the  said  ports  and  towns,  and 
menihcrs  of  the  same,  may  not  perish  or  fail  (which  vuthout 
great  charges  and  expenses  cannot  be  sustained,  ehnr^t'd.  aii<l 
maintaiuerl)  but  may  be  found  the  better  and  more  ready  to 
ser»'e  us,  our  heirs  and  successors;  and  thnt  those  Cinque 
Ports  aud  ancient  towos^  and  the  members  thereof,  by  mure 
frequent  recourse  and  access  of  people,  may  he  made  more 
ettrong  and  foreible,  for  (he  better  s&fety  and  defence  of  the 
same  and  the  country  adjacent ;  also  in  consideration  of  the 
most  grateful  and  arceptable  service  whirli  the  Banms  of  the 
CinqLC  PortK  and  ancient  towns  have  done  to  us  in  onr  in- 
nu{;uration  to  tlie  Croun  of  tliis  our  Icin^lom  of  Rnf;land  ;  as 
also  ui  times  past  to  our  jtrogenitors,  Kings  and  dueens  of 
I  England,  at  their  coronations  rc«|)ectively,  from  all  the  time, 
whereof  the  memory  of  man  is  not  to  the  contrary,  have  done 
mid  ought  to  do;  and  to  our  heirs  and  successors.  Kings  of 
England,  at  their  curonuiion,  accordin;^  to  their  privilege  and 
honour,  ought  to  do;  nnd  we  the  several  letters  patents,  m 
well  of  our  famous  predecessor,  the  afurcsAid  Lady  KUKabcth, 
late  QueoQ  uf  England,  as  of  the  aforesaid,  our  most  dear 
grandfather,  and  our  most  dear  father;  and  all  and  singidur  in 
the  »imc  respoctivdv  contained  and  sipecitied  ;  also  nil  and 
sinf*Tilar  other  doiialions,  graiiiii,  charters,  confirmations,  and 
lellers  p»teiit<>  whatsoever,  oy  any  of  our  ancestors  or  prede- 
cessors, Kings  or  Queens  of  Kuglniid,  to  the  Barons  of  the  Cinque 
Ports  imd  tlicrir  heirs,  and  to  the  men  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  or  to 
any  calling  themselves  of  the  libertv  of  the  same,  and  to  the 
Hnrons  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  their  heirs  and  successors  ;  and  lo 
the  Itarons  of  the  Ciuqtic  PortH  nnd  nicml>era  of  the  same  ;  and 
to  the  Barons  and  good  men  of  the  Cinque  Ports  and  their 
tntmbers,  and  to  the  mayors  nnd  jurats,  bailifis  and  jurats,  or 
lo  lite  jurats  of  the  Cinque  Ports  and  their  members,  and  of 
every  and  of  any  port  and  member  aforesaid,  by  whatsoever 
names,  or  by  whatsoever  name,  or  by  nhatsoever  incorponiliuns, 
or  by  wbatsoevcr  incoqinratioD,  they  have  heretotoi-e  l>ee», 
now  are,  or  hereafter  may  be  known,  called,  or  named;  nil 
and  sinpular  the  liberties,  iirivileges,  fnincUisfs.  customs,  iin- 
muuities,    freedoms,    cxeto|rtioQ8,   jurisdictions,    feasts,    fairs, 
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harkctfi,  lolls,  iliolls,  stallape,  picraigr.  eusiom,  easements,  fines, 
atuun-iiiiiii-iilH,  nutl  other  pruiits  uml  livrrtlilunK-iils,  in  the 
Buid  bitltfrs  paleuts,  or  any  of  tliem  (liv  these  pre»oiits  iint  re- 
vokct],  (ti mi  11  lulled,  or  vliiuigL-d)  coitlaiiiL-il  or  spi-cifictl,  aixl  tli« 
umi-  having  ratilicd  and  freely  all  and  aiiiguiar  tlie  same  for 
u»,  our  hvip)  luid  Mic-<;t-i()ior!<i  (lis  much  a»  in  us  is),  wc  do  ratify, 
n|ipruvc,  accept,  and  ronlirm  hy  these  presents,  as  liithorlu 
thoy  liavc  rcnsoiuibly  um.-(1  thvm. 

"  And  of  our  more  iihuiulanc  H|>eciBl  grace,  and  of  otir  certain 
knowledge  and  mc«r  taotit>n,  wc  have  given,  granted,  and  con- 
tirmed,  and  by  tlicac  prcsvnts  lor  us,  our  heirs  and  tmcccssuro, 
do  givv,  grant,  and  confirm  to  the  aforesaid  Baroos  of  the 
Cinijuc  Ports  and  ancient  towns  aforesaid,  and  members  of  the 
itune  purls  and  tonus,  uiid  to  their  KUCccHsoni  ree|R-ctivelv.  (Imt 
every  mayor  and  juniis  of  every  port  of  the  aforesaid  Ciiii|iie 
Porta,  and  their  succetisors  respectively,  within  every  port 
afureaaid,  for  every  jwit  aforeaaid,  and  whatsoever  other  places 
or  tuniu,  auil  whatauever  other  place  or  town,  to  any  port 
afvresiud  apiwrtaining,  or  heiiiB  a  meaiber  of  any  |>ort  aforesaid, 
and  not  haviug  within  iheniHclvcit,  or  vritbtn  iutelf,  a  mayor  or 
baililT,  l>y  the  cuiiinionalty  v(  thoxe  places  or  towns,  or  of  the 
Hunc  place  ur  town  elected,  nmy  huw  and  hold  before  (hent, 
the  Mitd  mayor  and  jiirHte,  nnd  iniiyor,  uiid  bniliff  and  jurats, 
■nd  bailitT  respectively  in  the  place,  within  c%'er)' such  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  ancient  tou-ns,  and  members  aforesaid,  most 
convenient,  in  the  days  and  limes  then  respectively  accustomed, 
uue  C'tiurt  uf  Record.  And  ihnt  the  same  lunyors  and  jurats, 
and  mayors,  and  buililTa  and  jurats,  and  boilitls,  and  their  sue- 
ocssufH  respectively,  in  every  court  of  those  courts  severally 
and  reKpce lively,  may  have  and  ahall  have,  more  fully  and 
more  freelv  than  heretofore  in  th«  same  (bey  Imve  had,  full 
puwer  imd  authority  by  these  presents,  of  lieariug  and  de- 
termining in  the  several  couTta  nluresaid  respectively,  by  plaint 
in  Ihc  Mtmc  to  be  levird,  and  to  hold,  uU  and  lingular,  pleas 
of  and  u]Hm  all,  and  all  manner  of  debts,  accompts,  covcnouta, 
conlractx,  trvspiixses  by  force  and  ann»,  or  otherwise  in  eon- 
tempt  of  us,  our  heirs,  nnd  siicccanors,  done,  covenant,  de- 
urmiDc,  contempt*  deceit,  nitberoam;  and  of  nnd  upon  alt 
and  all  meaner  of  other  actions,  real,  personal,  and  mixed, 
whatsoever  plaint*  of  assize,  of  novel  disseisin  or  mortdun- 
ccatcr,  or  of  redisseisin,  within  cverj-  sueh  port,  and  the  botmda, 
limits,  nnd  [irecincts  of  the  same  |H>n,  and  all  other  places  or 
towns,  and  every  other  place  or  town  to  iiny  of  the  ports  afore- 
said apiwrtaiuiiig  or  belonging,  or  being  member  of  any  such 
pun  of  the  ports,  wliere  neither  mayor  nor  bailt6  is  elected 
rcipcctivrly,  and   within   cverj-  aitcient  town   aforesaid,   luid 
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within  the  aforesaid  Uiwn  of  Ftrvcreham.  ind  nilhin  even- 
utIuT  iiK-mtM'r  itforcikaiJ.  and  the  boiituU.  tiiutU.  antl  |iFe<-JtK^rH 
tif  surh  uncicut  towns,  tuun  of  Pevenbam  aTurtsaid,  niid  ntlier 
aiciiilMT  ofurrsud.  mficctivcl}-  in  nnv  vrise  arising  or  to  nn>4-. 
or  huppciiing  or  to  happrn.  And  that  the  same  mayors  and 
jurats,  and  niavoTK  and  bailtlfs,  and  jumts  and  iKtilitls,  aiid 
their  Bucccssora  rvaocccircly,  ujiod  such  picas,  acttona,  pliiintH 
of  aMize  of  novfl  ihiSfUtu,  or  mortdan center,  nr  of  r«(IisM>isin 
in  the  oaid  courts  or  aaj  of  tbem,  movc^d  or  Icviixl,  or  to  be 
Bwvcd  or  levied,  may  have  [Mtrcr.  authority,  and  t'npiilty,  ttic 
penoti  and  persons  ajtaiu&t  whom  such  picas,  nrtione,  plaints 
of  asKixeuf  iiuvi-l  disseista  or  murtda»CL-«ti-r, or  of  rcdisseisin,  in 
the  aforesaid  eouns,  or  in  any  of  them,  shall  happen  to  ba 
levied  or  moved,  to  draw  and  brin;;  to  plead  by  suiumoDS^' 
nlinchtii(.-iit«,  or  distn-nM-a  to  be  direeCed  to  the  si^i^eants  at 
thr  mure  nf  the  same  mayor  aud  jurats,  and  mayor  and  builitlit, 
and  jurata  and  baililfit,  of  every  )>ortf  ancient  town,  and  mem- 
ber (if  tile  i>orts  aud  ancient  towns  aforesaid,  or  an;  of  them 
rcspcctivi-ly  thereunto  c«]>eeiidly  *!cputed  or  to  be  deputed,  or 
to  other  ministers  of  the  cixirtB  nfore^d,  or  of  any  of  ihem : 
or  by  attachments  i^f  the  l>ody  of  the  person  or  persons  by 
such  seijoaiita  at  the  iiincc,  or  other  miuiitcrv  to  be  made,  ac- 
oording  to  the  law  and  eostom  of  our  kinfjdom  of  England,  or 
the  cuatom  of  twry  port  or  ancient  town  aforesaid,  and  of 
every  raembpr  of  the  ports  and  ancient  ton  us  rvspL-ctivcly,  or 
acounlin^  to  the  eustooi  in  any  borough  or  any  of  our  elties 
within  our  kinf^oin  of  Ku gland  used  and  accustomed  And 
nil  and  singular  the  aioresaid  pleas,  actions,  plaints,  and  aaiiiza 
of  novel  disM-isiii,  Qiorldtuicester,  or  redissasin,  to  hear  and 
del^'rniinc  in  evvry  court  of  the  courts  aforesaid  n-!i|M^:tiveIy, 
aiid  hy  such  like  process,  coiisidt-mtions,  jiidgnientK,  and  cx- 
ecittioua  of  jud^tuients,  to  onlt-r  and  dclenninv,  \iy  which  the 
Uke  picas,  acliuus,  iilaiuta  of  asstzc  of  novel  di&M^isin,  mart- 
dnneeNlrr,  or  rcdisseisin.  hy  the  law  of  our  kingdom  of  England, 
HI  any  of  our  courts,  or  by  the  custom  in  any  such  |K>it.  ancient 
town  arorcsaid,or  in  any  member  of  the  pons  or  anri<'nt  towns, 
or  ill  any  l»oroUj(h  ur  city,  or  liberty  uilhin  our  said  kingdom 
of  Eiiitland,  are  ordcreii  and  deienninod,  or  may  be  onlcrvd 
and  determiucd,  at  the  liberty  of  the  vnme  mayors  and  juralsi, 
mayors,  baihlfs,  and  jurats,  and  iMiilills  respectively,  and  execu- 
tions nod  proocxt  of  the  jud^inrnt  ihcrcupoii  to  makf*  and 
execute  by  ilic  ufDrrsaid  serje.iuis  nt  the  niacc  or  other  miuisteni 
aforesaid. 

"  And  tluil  every  mayor,  jtints,  and  eommoitolty  of  every  of 
the  Cini|Uc  Ports,  ancient  t<»w»«,  and  memWni  afon-said,  wbero 
and  their  ^uccesaurs  respectively,  and  every  bailiflT, 
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janiti,  nnd  commonAUy,  anil  tUc  bailiff  nnd  commotiahv  of 
every  mctnljcr  of  the  ports,  where  MieK  bnilitf  liy  (hi-  com- 
Dioiialcy  of  Ctie  said  i»«inb«r  is  dcclL'd.  :iii<]  their  sucrfRsors 
n'»(iccUvclj*,  maj-  have  ami  [Krrccive.  uiid  flhull  have  and  per- 
ceive to  i.heir  proper  use  and  commmiiiy  respectively,  all  and 
ainitular  fiacs,  aoierciameats,  redeniiitioiia,  isNiies,  forfeitures, 
oad  utiicr  profita  viUatsovver  of  and  in  the  courts  nforc!>aid 
Kspeetivcly  grou-ing,  nriMing,  Imppcntn^,  or  irontin^-nt.  Antl 
all  and  siiit^uJiLr  lh»sL-  tincii,  redemptions,  aniLTriamcnts,  issues, 
foricitiires,  nnd  profits  to  their  own  use  and  commodity  rc- 
BpvclivL-ty,  from  lime  to  time,  by  their  miiiixtcrs.  to  levy,  per- 
ceive, wize,  nnd  retain,  by  nelion  or  action  of  debt,  or  such 
other  suits,  actions,  means,  wnys.  and  process,  in  any  court  or 
coarti  of  record  uiibin  the  Cinqtic  I'urts  or  nneient  ton-ns,  or 
mnnhcnt  of  (ho  same,  or  anv  of  them,  to  be  had  and  prosecuted, 
by  which  inch  tines,  aiiierciutiiciilfe,  redemptions,  issues,  for- 
feitures, and  profits  in  any  eonrt  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors, 
through  our  whole  kingdom  of  England  are  wont,  or  may  be 
levied,  perceived,  nr  recovered,  nitliout  imjwdiment  of  us,  our 
hein  or  sucressura,  or  uiiy  of  our  ministers  whatsoever.  And 
further,  for  the  I>ettcr  regulating  and  governing  of  the  Cinque 
Porta,  ancient  lo\vna,  and  members  afurcsnid,  of  our  s]ieeial 
grace,  nnd  of  our  certain  knowledge  and  nicer  motion,  wc  have 
given,  granted,  and  eonfinned,  and  by  thcec  presents  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  eueeeuors,  do  ^ive,  {^nt,  and  conlirTn  to  the 
aaioe  Baroas  and  |t;ood  men  of  the  Cioquc  Porta,  and  ancient 
towns,  and  members  of  the  anme  |>ort9,  and  to  their  suocessors, 
that  every  mayor  and  jurats  of  every  port  of  the  Cinque  Ports 
rrsjieetively,  uiihin  the  ports  nforcsaid,  the  bounds,  limits,  and 
precincts  of  the  same,  and  aUo  within  all  other  places  and 
towns,  and  every  other  place  and  town  to  any  [wrt  nupertain- 
iag  or  beluni^uf^,  or  ueinj;  member  of  any  port,  in  trhieh 
places  or  toirna,  or  in  nhtch  place  or  town  a  mayor  or  bailitT 
Is  not  elected  by  the  coninionnlty  of  those  places  or  townit,  or 
of  the  same  place  or  town,  and  their  sncceseora  respectively ; 
and  ever^*  mayor  and  jurats  of  the  ancient  towns  of  Hye  and 
WUicUclM^a,  and  of  e^'crj*  nf  the  members  of  the  jiorts  and 
ancieiit  (owns,  where  a  mayor  is  nnd  their  aucecssors  respec- 
tively ;  and  also  every  bailiff  and  jurat*  of  every  member  of 
the  porU,  where  such  bailitl"  by  the  cnmraonalty  of  the  same 
member  is  elected,  and  their  successors  rc»i>ectivcly,  witbin 
the  ancient  towns  and  nieiul)or«  aforesaid,  nnd  tlie  hounds, 
limits,  and  precincts  of  the  same  severally  as  above  is  liniiie<l, 
(rom  henceforth  for  ever  may  Iw,  and  sliall  he,  keei>cr*  of  the 
inace  and  justicca  of  ua,  our  heirs  nnd  successors,  to  keep  the 
ptaoe  of  ui,  nur  heirs  and  successors.      And  every  one  of  them 
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oiav  be,  and  ahnll  be,  b  krcprr  of  |>c»cc,  and  &  justice  of  u», 
our  hrirs  and  suwcssor*,  to  beep  the  [icai-e  of  us,  our  lidrs 
ami  siH'vossnrs,  within  every  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  tndeot 
Mwne.  inombcrs,  and  plaoc*  nfoffsuiid.  and  the  tilierties  and 
jireciiicts  of  the  same,  and  every  of  them  )ii-i«rridly  anil  re- 
81»rclivoIy.  And  the  siiaie  mayors,  iMilifts,  and  jumts.  and 
rvrrv  of  them,  and  their  su<-cessor8  rcsjK-c lively  kevprrs  of  tlic 
pence  and  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  and  surrcssors,  within  the 
Cinque  Ports,  ancient  towns,  ntrtnbera  and  jil»ce«  iifnrcsiiiil, 
and  the  tiherties,  l>uund.%  hmit.^,  and  prrcinrts  of  them  re- 
»|)ec(ively,  vrc  do  create,  make,  constitute,  ordain,  and  con- 
(inn  by  these  presents,  and  to  keep,  or  to  citiisc  to  be  kept, 
all  the  ordinsnctffl  and  statutes  for  the  good  uf  the  peace 
of  tis,  our  bcir«  and  succesjors,  and  for  preservation  of  the 
same,  and  quiet  rule  and  go%'crDroeDt  of  the  people  of  us,  oiir 
heirs  and  9ucoc«80n,  nude,  or  hereafter  to  be  made,  in  nil  and 
aingiilar  the  nrticle*  thereof,  njthin  ewry  of  the  Cinque  Potts, 
ancient  (owns,  oinnliont,  iind  ntnces  iiforusnid.  and  ihv  lihcrtten, 
bounds,  limil»,nnd  precincts  of  the  same,  acconiini;  lo  the  force, 
fomi,  and  effect  of  t!»c  same.  And  to  cttasii&e  and  punish  all 
ticiinquents  there  agitinst  the  form  of  those  urdiuauccs  and 
atatutes,  and  every  of  ihcm  rc»|icctively  delinquent  aa  af\cr  the 
form  of  those  onliiiaiices  and  slattitcs  i>hall  be  to  be  done.  And 
all  rhimc  which  have  threatened  any  of  the  peoph^  of  u«,  our 
heirs  and  sncccBSors,  concerning  ihcir  bodies,  or  concerning  the 
humiof;  of  their  houses,  to  cause  to  come  before  the  said 
mayors,  baililfs*  and  jurats  respectively)  to  6iid  sufficient  sc- 
cnrity  for  the  pence,  or  for  Ihcir  good  behaviour  toward  us,  our 
heiTB  and  successors,  and  the  people  of  ub,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
cessors: and,  if  they  shall  refuse  in  find  such  seeuriiy,  to  cause 
thera  to  i»e  kept  safe  in  prison  milil  llicy  shall  find  snch  senirity. 
"  And  inureover  we  will,  and  for  us,  our  heirs  and  succ(.>5sore, 
by  these  presents  grant  and  cunHmi  to  the  naid  mayors,  jurats, 
and  comtnonaltics,  haililfs,  jurats  and  comtnunaliies.  and  uailiAH 
and  comtnouidties,and  their  succe^ston  rv3|>ectivcly,  that  every 
two  or  more  of  Ihc  aforesaid  mayors  and  jiirals.  and  their  mic- 
oeaaors  re<.|)ectively  u'ilhin  the  portH  alore^iiid  and  lln-  liberties, 
bounds,  liiriitft,  and  precincts  of  the  same,  and  niso  within  all 
otlier  place*  and  towns,  and  evcr)'oltier  pince  and  town,  to  f:ny 
port  aforesaid  appertaining  or  Nrlnnging,  or  being  mcinher  of 
any  port,  in  which  plnc4^s  or  towns,  or  in  which  placie  or  town  a 
mayor  or  bailttF  is  not  rlccted  by  the  commonalty  of  the  same 
plaAs  or  tOH  ns,  or  oflhe  same  pl'iiee  or  town  (of  wl'iom  we  will  the 
nuivor  or  his  deputy,  lor  t\w  ilnie  hcing,  always  to  Ik  one). 
And  Ihfit  every  two  or  inon'  of  the  aforesaid  niaytim  ami  jurats 
of  every  of  the  ancient  lownst   of  Itye  and  Winchelaea,  and  of 
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every  member  of  the  snid  Cinqite  Portn  and  ancient  towns, 
where  a  nmj'or  is  and  their  i^umx-i-^urs  rcJi|KTtivt-ly  (of  uhom  we 
will  the  mayor  or  bis  i]c|>iity  ahvavs  la  lie  one).  And  eveiy 
t  Au  or  more  of  the-  iiforrsJtid  hiiilill's  mid  junite  of  cvcrv  mciabtT, 
when  such  baiiitf  by  the  rommonalty  of  the  sainc  is  elected, 
and  their  successors  respectively  (of  whom  vrc  will  the  bailiff 
or  his  deputy  to  always  to  be  one),  within  the  ancient  toirus 
and  members  aforesaid,  and  the  liberties,  bounds,  limits,  and 
precincts  of  the  saine  severally  and  respectively,  from  heuccfurth 
far  ever  amy  be  and  simll  Im- ju6tieos  of  us.  our  heirs,  and  may 
bave  from  bcnccforth  forever  full  power  and  authority  to  inquire 
by  the  uaih  of  good  uiul  lawful  nica  of  the  aforvsatd  Cinque 
Pons,  ancient  towns,  and  members  of  the  same  respectively,  by 
whom  the  truth  of  the  IhiuK  may  the  heller  he  known,  of  all 
luul  nil  manner  of  felonies,  miuxlora,  homiciile§,  Borceries,  , 
cQchnntmeuts,  art-majiic,  tnspussrs,  fon-stalliiitp*,  rei|[raliiig8,  f 
tii}fnis»iii^,  and  eiitortioua  M'liutHoevcr.  and  of  all  and  singular 
other  LTimcs  and  oflencca  wbatwicver,  of  uhich  the  justices  of 
the  pence  of  us,  our  heirs  and  successors,  within  the  said  Cinque 
Ports,  ancient  towns,  mid  members  of  the  Hucne,  or  within  any 
county  of  our  kingdom  of  Knplnnd  law  fully  may,  or  ought  to 
inquire,  and  bImj  of  uU  those  who,  within  the  Cinque  Ports, 
ancient  townfl,  members  or  iihiecs  nfurosaid,  hove  gone  or  rode 
ill  trooiM,  or  by  force,  armed)  or  hereafter  shall  presume  so  to 
gu  or  rule,  to  the  disturbance  of  the  people  of  us.  our  beirs  or 
successon,  nciunst  the  peace  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors  ; 
and  also  of  all  those,  who  respeetivcly  there  have,  or  hereafter 
sh:dl  presume  to  lie  in  wait  to  maim  or  kill  the  peoplt^  of  us, 
our  heirs  or  successors;  and  also  of  hucksters,  and  all  and 
Mni^dur  those  pcncDOK,  who  by  abuse  of  weights  and  measures, 
or  m  the  snlc  of  victuals,  against  the  form  of  the  ordinances  or 
slatiileft  made,  or  to  be  made,  thereupon,  have  trespassed,  or 
ntlcnipCed,  or  hereafter  shall  presume  to  trespass  or  mtcmpi, 
within  the  Cinque  Ports,  aneient  towns,  mcmiicrs,  or  places 
aforesaid  :  and  alao  of  whatsoever  conslahlca,  petty  constables, 
keepers  of  the  ^aol,  nnd  nthcr  officers  and  ministers,  which,  in 
tbc  execution  of  their  offices,  unduly  have  b<;lia\cd  themselves, 
or  hereafter  shall  unduly  behave  themselves,  or  have  been, 
or  hereaAcr  shall  be,  careless,  remiss,  or  negligent,  within  the 
Cinque  Pons,  aneient  towns,  members,  or  places  aforesaid;  and 
of  ull  and  siugular  articles,  circumstanceit,  und  other  things 
whatsoever,  by  whomsoever,  and  in  what  manner  soever, 
witlita  the  Cinque  Porta,  ancient  towns,  incmbers,  or  places 
aforesaid,  done  or  committed,  or  which  hereafter  there  rcspcc- 
tmly  shall  hiiii|H:n  to  be  done  or  attempted,  in  any  manner  of 
wiae,  concerning  the  truth  of  the  premises,  or  any  of  ihcm 
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tlkc  and  vaynr  or  to  ^pMj  aod  jmat»,  hafliff.  or  bjs  dqiiitv 
^■d  jnnn*'  or  ibeir  ■noBOMCS  n  iipi'i  liwiy,  hemAcr  shall 
bl|ipcn  to  be  indicted,  and  Ihoac  vha  Ba^  be  likcn  or  mtder 
thwinliiii  to  tbdr  pnper  nMHicn,  aad  ta  tMaruid  drlcriniiic 
all  and  tiiMiiUi  fekiaiB%  launlni^  haanddcs,  sonxrics,  eodiiiu  t- 
nKots.  fbriaaliaaa.  ■igir  Mf,  UespaMca^  foeesitjtUiti^.  rr- 
gratings.  'mgfvmnmt,wxlmlMaB»t  unfamfvl  aiirwblT,  nnd  indict- 
aMUta  afeKMd  wid  all  a»dB»gnhri<h«r  the  pwuaea,  accord- 
ing to  tlie  kkwa  and  ataliitea  of  «ar  kianUm  of  Eof^and,  made, 
or  bereaAer  lu  be  nnde:  and  tiMae  diliiimirnii.  and  eravy  tif 
ibcoi,  for  their  criaes,  bjr  fiaea,  lasaoaa,  ammianents,  for- 
feituivs,  and  ocherwiaa,  aa  aeeae^ag  tn  the  law  and  caxunu  of 
our  kin{{dain  of  Englaad  or  the  fiinn  of  the  ondinaDCea  and 
statutr«  aCoRsaid,  madr.  or  hcwftcr  to  be  nude;  hath  been 
accuMoaicdr  or  ot^l  «r  aball  be  dac  to  be  dooe^  to  chmtise 
aad  pttniab.  and  to  da.  cnnite  and  perfacm  all  other  thioga 
within  the  aaKl  CiiK)ae  l^vta.  ancient  tnwiu.  aod  thdr  meoi' 
brrs  M  tuUv,  frvciT,  and  peilectlj,  and  in  as  ample  manner  and 
foni)  as  tbc  JM»ikc«  uf  tw  owr  betrs  and  ituawon^  to  knrp  the 
pracT  vS  \a,  oar  brirs  and  sncccaaofs,  in  the  oocntiea  of  Kent. 
SusstiL,  and  Esaex,  or  to  aar  of  tbcM.  or  ia  an^  ether  county 
within  the  rabn  ef  KbcIukC  bv  virtue  of  maj  coouniaeion,  Art 
of  l*arti«n»ent,  alatnle.  law,  or'euston.  or  in  aajr  othrr  lauful 
aaniKr,  whatsoocr,  bcnCoAire  bare  done,  pemnDod,  or  tK- 
eeuled.  «ir  hemftcr  BU15  or  can  do,  ueriumi.  or  execute,  mad 
in  ms  Ktnplc  miutner  and  (um  aa  tl  all  thcoe  thio|^  in  tbeae 
our  letters  patenu.  speciallT,  and  bj-  vprtMl  words  hnd  been 
coutiuiutl,  (Icdared,  recited,  or  expressed. 

"Ami  ihnl  c^er^-  two  or  mote  of  the  aftireaaid  majors  and 
jurmU  of  the  Cii)t)ur  I'uits,  and  t»f  the  ancieut  towns  of  Rvr 
aui)  Winchdaea  ^ofwbom  vc  nill  the  tnayor.  or  h  y  Rir 

the  time  bcinxi  to  be  one),  and  extrx  two  or  t: —  :  the 
aforesaid  baiUm  and  jurats  of  c\ay  member  of  the  same  (of 
whnm  we  vill  the  bailiff,  or  hit  deputy  for  tbc  tine  being,  to  be 
om-),  frum  time  to  titue  briicdbfUi  for  ever  mav  be  and  ahall  be 
jtuticea  of  u»,  our  heira  and  suoee«aarar  lo  detivrr  the  gaols 
within  the  Ciaquc  Ports,  ancient  toiras,  membm,  and  other 
placcB  aforesaid  rea|iectt%-cly.  from  time  let  tim^,  accoidtng  to 
the  la»«  and  cnMoms  of  this  tiur  hinfrdom  of  Knghmd,  of  the 
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Itriaofiers  in  the  same  bciog  nnil  lu  be.  And  every  two  or 
more  of  the  same  mayors,  baililis,  arul  jurats,  ami  ilu-ir  succcs- 
*«■»  respectively  (of  ^vlmm  wc  will  tlic  umvor  and  builitl',  or  hie 
licputy  fur  ilip  time  being,  nlnAvs  to  bt  one}  justices  of  ii8,  our 
heim  ojii)  Kuccctsors,  to  deliver  the  ^aols  within  the  atbrcsiiid 
Ciut^uc  Purls,  ancient  (owns,  members,  ind  pWf^^,  from  time 
to  Uioe,  nccurdiii^  to  the  custom  of  this  kin(:doia  of  Englnod, 
of  tbe  prisoners  in  Ihe  samp  briii<;  to  deliver,  we  do  create, 
cotistitute,  makr,  ordain,  and  oonBrni  by  these  presents,  and  to 
du,  execute,  unti  pi'rlV>riii  all  Ihinj^s  wliatsoever  from  time  to 
tifne  within  (he  tifiircKiiiJ  Cinque  Ports,  ancient  touns,  mem- 
ber^ and  placc-s  respectively,  so  fully,  freely  ami  perfectly,  and 
in  as  auipU  inantier  and  form  as  the  justices  of  us,  our  bcirs  and 
•ucceuora,  in  the  aforesaid  couulies  of  Kent,  Sussex,  and 
Kucs,  and  in  any  of  them  or  in  any  other  county  within  the 
reslm  of  England,  by  virtue  of  any  commiiaion,  act  of  parlia- 
ntenl.  lUatutc,  Iftw,  or  custotn.  or  in  any  other  lawful  maimer 
whBUM>cver,  heretofore  have  done,  perturmed,  or  executed,  or 
hereafter  nuiy  or  can  du.  perform,  and  execute,  li>  deliver  the 
gaols,  and  in  as  ample  manner  and  furni,  aa  if  all  tbin^,  in 
these  our  letters  patents  speeiuUy,  and  by  special  nunl»,  had 
been  contained,  dci^lared,  rtelied,  or  expressed. 

"  And  that  none  other  justice  of  us,  our  heirs  or  aucceasom, 
aaajgned,  or  to  be  uwiigncd  to  keep  the  in^ee  of  us,  our  helra 
maA  BUcoeaaor!),  within  the  counties  ot  Kent,  Sudscx,  and 
Eaaex,  or  any  of  thcin,  nor  any  iuKtice  of  ua,  our  helm  or 
Bucccasors,  co  inquire,  hear,  and  determine  divcm  fclonica, 
trespoues,  and  other  crimes,  or  assigned  or  to  be  OMig^ed,  to 
deliver  the  gaols  within  the  counties  of  Kent,  Sussex,  and 
Em«x,  or  in  any  of  them;  nor  any  sheriff,  under  HherilT, 
coroaer,  csclieator,  nor  any  other  oSiccr  of  us,  our  heip<  or 
niceeasors,  of  the  Haid  counties  of  Kent,  Sussex,  and  Etuex,  or 
may  one  uf  them,  to  do,  act,  or  perform  any  thing  or  any  ihinga 
within  the  aforesaid  Ciuque  l*ort«,  ancient  tonn^  mcmbera,  or 
places,  may  hereafter  in  any  wise  intermeddle,  nor  have  or 
exercise  any  nuiliorily  or  jurisdiction  of  any  cauaeB,  tbiu^,  or 
iDSttera  whatsoever,  to  the  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  and  suc- 
CCHots,  ass^edortobc  iust);ued.  to  keepihc  {K-ace,  orto  in- 
({Uire,  bear,  and  determine  divers  felonies,  trespasses,  and  other 
offences,  or  to  deliver  the  gaols  in  any  wise  amwrtaining, 
belontrinpi  or  incumbent,  or  which  hereafter  shnli  hftppen  to 
aiiprrlain,  belong,  or  be  incumbent  within  the  said  Cinque 
Fonsi,  ancient  towns,  members,  and  places,  for  nhaLioever 
cause,  or  in  whJitsoever  time  ihi-y  shiil]  arise  and  happen. 

'*  And  that  every  mayor,  baiUff,  jurat,  and  commonalty  of 
every  of  (he  Cinque  Porta,  andeui  towns,  and  merobent  idoreaaid, 
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ind  their  successors  respectivelj*,  mny  linre  and  perceive,  an{l 
*h»Il  have  find  prrcfive.  to  ihcir  pixipcr  hhc  una  vMmmodtty 
rrsprrlivcly,  all,  xiid  nil  niiiTiiicr  of  tincx,  iHsiii'B,  mlcmplionn, 
Btni-rctcinifiilSp  forfeitures,  and  prolita  Mhatcocvcr,  bt'fort;  llie 
aforrnnid  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  or  aiicccMorfi,  to  keep  the 
|>ciice,  iilso  to  inquire,  hear,  and  delcrmiDP  divers  fclonioa, 
UVH]iiis8C8,  Aiiil  oilier  olfi'iices.  ur  to  deliver  the  pool  within  tlic 
said  Ciiiqnc  Ports,  anciont  towns,  members,  and  places,  and 
before  cverj'  oriuiy  of  llicin  respectively,  from  time  to  time,  for 
ever  hei-eafier,  t<i  be  assessed,  forfeited,  adjudged,  proMiti^, 
Imppcriiii);,  or  urixiiii;,  uiid  uU  ilic  suitie  by  tlieir  proper  niid 
aeverid  ministers,  to  their  proper  use  rcs|M--clivcIy.  ihey  raajr 
levy  and  pi-roi?ivc,  without  any  estreat  thereor  to  b<!  made  into 
the  Exchequer  of  un,  our  heirs  or  successors,  aiid  without  any 
im|Kdinu-nC  of  uK,  otir  hcir«  or  itucce*son,  or  our  miutsten 
w  hatsocver. 

"  Wc  will,  notwithntiindlii);,  aiul  our  intention  is  and  by  ihcM 
presents,  for  ii5,  our  heirs  and  successors,  vrc  do  gruut  and 
Contirtn    to   llic   afurcSAtd    mayor*,   bailillV,  jumts,  ntid   eoni- 
monalty,  and  their  successors  respectively,  that  cvm-  mayor, 
Uiiilitf,  and  jiimt  aforesaid,  which  now  is,  or  herejifter  shidf  be. 
r<'Mpcc lively,  before  he  or  they  be  admitted  U»  the  exeeiiiion  of 
tlic  (iHiet-  of  justice  of  the  i)eacc.  by  virtue  of  thcM  onr  k-tters 
pateiu«<,  or  uf   the   aforesaid  tettere  patents  oC  our  said  dear 
Kraiidlathcr  Kinjt  James,  such  cuqwral  oath  upon   the   Iluly 
nvatigeiislA,  to   execute  that  vfBee  in  and  by  all  tliiuj^  fuJtJi- 
Ajlh',  shall  and  may  make  fi-oni  time  to  lime  in  Buch  munner 
ana  as  by  the  eonsliiution  mid  ordinance  chereupon  to  be  imide 
by  Ifac  aforesaid  mayors,  baititlK,  jurats,  and  rotniiioiiiilties.  or 
the  greater  part   of  them  rcsipectivcly,  in   this  behalf  hludl  Ik 
constitute!  and  nrdftined,  wilboiii  any  other  ttamiiit,  writ,  or 
commission  to  be  proeuml  or  obtained  from  ur,  onr  heirs  or 
Biicccuore;  that  is  to  say,  that  every  mayor  aud  bailiff,  vWirix 
now  19  or  hereafter  shall  be  respectively,  from  time  to  time 
•iieh   oath  shall  nnd  may  make  before  the  said   jiiriits,  which 
iioM  are,  or  herL'atttjr  shall  be,  or  two  or  more  of  liiem  rcupec- 
lively;  nnd  thut  eveiT  jurat  Avbicll  now  ii  or  Iit-real'tLT  slinll  l»c, 
from  time  to  linie  such  oath  before  the  said  mayors  and  hailidit, 
Tvhich  now  arc,  or  hcreaAer  nhMll  Ik?  res|icctively,  shall  and  may 
make  without  any  other  warrant,  writ,  or  cnramissioii,  from  us, 
our  heirs  or  suc-cwtors.  to  be  pnN-urcd  nr  obtained,  the  wliicli 
said  constitutions  and  oidimmcrs,  fmm  time  to  time,  to  onlain 
■no  make,  to  the  said  fnnyoi-s.lwilitrs,  jiini(«,and  conimonallii^s, 
and   to  tbeii-  tmecess-.rt  respectively,  full  power  and  authority 
for  ii-s  our  licirs  and  successon,  we  give  and  craut  by  these 
presents,  o  ^ 
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"  And  moreover  wc  will,  and  by  these  presents  for  us,  our 
beira  am!  succi'sw^rs,  do  ^i%'c,  grant,  and  ronfimi  to  the  said 
mayors,  bailitf,  jurat",  and  coitmioualiirs,  nnd  to  their  successors 
resjiectivoly,  that  tho  Mtd  mayors,  bailiHs,  ftnd  jurats,  which 
now  arc,  or  hereafter  shall  be  n-spectively,  from  time  to  tiuit, 
from  hcncefiirth  for  ever,  and  every  of  them,  may  have  full 
pover  and  authority  to  admiuutcr  such  oath,  as  xforesitid  to  all 
and  iiin$;utar  the  iwrsoiis  now  eleeted,  or  hereafter  to  be  elected 
into  the  office  of  mayor,  bnilifT,  or  jurat  of  the  Cinque  Porn, 
ancient  lou  us,  or  members  aforesaid,  or  any  of  them  rcitiwe  lively, 
without  any  other  wammt,  writ,  or  commtaaion  (W>in  m,  otir 
heirs  or  successors,  in  that  hchalf  to  be  procured  or  ohlainrd. 

**  And  further  vre  will,  and  by  lime  presents  for  us,  our  hi-irs 
and  BUocvssoni.  f;:rant  to  the  said  mayors,  builiffs,  juniis,  und 
com rnnna] ties,  that  if  it  kIhiII  hnppen  that  any  mayor  or  any 
twilifr  at  any  time  or  limes  hrrcatVcr  so  labour  nith  sickncas  or 
intirtnily,  or  of  any  other  ju^t  nnd  reasonable  cause  lo  he 
delaiutd  or  rcDdi-rcd  uniiblr,  that  they  or  lie  cunnut  itileiid  the 
office  of  mayor  nnd  bsilitf,  and  the  necessary  nfiairs  thereof  at 
present,  or  for  any  rca»onabIc  cuuec  go  forth  of  the  port,  nncieni 
town,  or  member  aforesaid,  that  then  nnd  so  often,  it  may  and 
•hall  be  lawful  to  cverj'  mayor  and  bniliti)  for  iho  time  being 
mpeoiively,  to  make  and  eunstiitito  one  of  the  jurats  of  the 
Mime  port,  ancient  town,  and  member,  where  the  some  mayor 
<»r  twuiff  shall  be,  to  be  the  dc|juty  of  the  same  nmyor  or 
bailiff  BO,  as  afonrsaid,  labouring  with  alcknesM  or  infirmity, 
or  for  cause  rtasonnblc,  so  absent,  dctniQcd,  or  rendered  unable, 
which  (aid  di:|>iity  miiy  be  and  shall  be  de]>uty  of  the  said 
mavor  or  bailitf  from  lime  to  time,  mi  often  and  as  often  ns  the 
MJi)  mayor  or  huiUlT  reiiK-i; lively  shall  liap]>en  so  to  labour 
irith  Hiekness  or  intirmitv,  or  of  other  rciiaonabte  cause  to  he 
detained  or  rendered  unable,  or  he  absent  as  aforeaaid,  during 
all  the  time  in  which  the  said  muyor  or  bailiff  shouhl  have 
continued  in  the  olHcc  of  mayor  or  hailitf  respectively  ;  except, 
in  the  mean  time,  the  said  mayor  or  bailifT  shidl  make  or  eon- 
Uilute  another  jurat  liis  deputy,  and  that  every  such  deputy, 
to  to  be  made  and  constituted,  all  and  singular  tho  ibingm, 
which  to  the  ofilce  of  mayor  or  bailitf  respectively  appertain, 
or  ought  to  appertain,  lo  be  done  and  executed  from  time 
to  lime  dtiriug  which  time  be  shall  he  and  continue  deputy  of 
the  Mid  mayor  or  baillft",  may  do  and  execute  hy  force  of  these 
Irflcn  pau-rits.  so  fully,  freely,  and  pcrtVctly,  and  in  a»  ample 
nanner  and  form,  as  the  mayor  or  haUifl"  aforesaid,  if  he  were 
preaenC,  mi^ht  or  ixiuld  do  tliLin  (a  corporal  oath  upun  the 
llolr  EvangehaM  by  such  deputy  first  to  be  taken,  before  one 
or  more  of  ihc  other  junita,  well  nnd  faithfully  to  execute  all 
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and    singular   tlie   tiling,  which   appertain   to   the   ofiice   of 
deputy)  iind  so  ol'um  and  h*  often  a«  tin-  ca»i-  «hal]  so  happen. 

"And  inurcovcr  we  will,  and  by  ihrKD  pn-a«iUt  I'ur  us.our 
hetrs  and  ftm-rvtiwirt,  grant  and  coufirin  to  ihc  same  mavora, 
bailiff*,  jurats,  and  commoimhirs,  and  to  their  ducccissors 
res jicc lively,  that  every  such  one  or  more  of  the  jurats,  from 
lime  to  tipic,  from  henceforth  for  ever,  may  have  full  power 
ind  authority  to  (;ivc  and  administer  such  corporal  oath  ii)>na 
the  Holy  Kvani^iiHs,  as  Is  above  aaid.  to  every  (U']iuty  of  the 
mayor  or  Iwilitf  in  Burh  case  as  aforesaid  to  be  oonstituted 
without  any  writ,  coniiniasion,  or  further  warrant  in  thia 
Iwhalf  from  us,  our  bvirs  or  suctvssora,  to  be  procured  or 
obtained. 

"  And  furthermore,  that  the  Baronti  of  the  Cinque  Portu  and 

•ncirnt  tiivvnn,  nnd  the  memberx  nf  the  siinir  |>-trt»  iind  (owns, 

their  ftervirr,  of  their  ships  aforesaid,    to  us,   our    heir«  and 

auc'cesMtrs,  more  conimodioualv  may  do  in   time.'*  onportuiic; 

■nd  qIh)  for  the  better  i-uhng,  governing,  and  -upporttng  of  the 

aaid   Cinque   FurtH   and    ancient  towns    and    members  of  the 

aame,  we  do  ^rant  and  confirm  to  the  same   narnn»  and  to 

their  Hiieeeitaors,  and  to  the  aforesaid  mayors,  bailiffs,  jurats, 

■nd  conimunntliL-s  and   to   their  successors,  for  the  6ervice  of 

tbeir  shi|>s  alore'>.nitl,  to   uft,  our  heira  and   suec^sora,   to  be 

done  or  for  the   liberty,  franchise,  customs,  privileges,   and 

clurfccv  of  every  port  and  ancieiU  town,  and  of  every  member 

of  the  porli  and   ancient  towns  aforesaid   r«»iK'Ctiv«ly,  to  be 

mnintainrd  nnd  defendiHl;  as  also  for  nhntevcr  ni^cossity,  and 

for  the  ollirerii  of  the  said  ports,  town*,  nnd  mcinbera,  or  any 

iif   iheni    iv»|ieclively,    as    alxive    limited;    that    every   maycir, 

buililT,  jnnilN.    and    com moii.il lies    n:s|M.-e lively,   in    nnd    upon 

ilieniHplvni,  and  nil  other  the  inhabitants  and  residents  within 

every  such  port,  the  bounds,  limits,  and  precincts  of  the  :<4tme, 

and  within  whatsoever  other  places  or  towns,  or  whatsnevrr 

olluT   |diu;L'  or  town,  to    any  |>orl    aforesaid    flpi>crttinin<>,  or 

hi-in^  a  member  of  any  such  port:  nnd  upon  all  and  singular 

lBiid«,  renu,  and  herediUituenls ;  and  n1iu>  in  and  tipon  till  and 

liiiffuliir  |];ot>dii,  chattels,  and  nierchnudize.'i  of  all  and  stngutar 

the  inhabitania  and  residents,  or  occupiers  and  tenants  of  any 

Mich  landn  or  hereditaments,  may  set  doivn,  assess,  and  impose^ 

from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  to  them  it  shall  seem  newssuiy, 

rnunnnble  nnd  niieidile   tiixntions,  iicoi,  shot,  and  Im,  tallage, 

■nd  tilt  muimohti'   tiisatioim,  cnmninnly  called  common  finra, 

lli){to*ittoiii>,  iiiul    sums    of  money   lo   be   (taid  witliiii    certaio 

ttlinra,  or  uifhin    a  certain    time,  by  them    rrspecliicly  limited 

•iiid  urdoiiird  thereunto,  and    to  be   {lerceived  and    levied  by 

ibriti  rctpoctivcly,  of  the  inhabilanta  and  residents  aforesaid, 
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or  o{  llie  goo<]«,  chattels,  and  merchaiidites,  lands,  rents, 
and  hpreditameiits  aforefuiid  respi^ctivcly,  by  distress  and  sale 
«r  the  eamc,  or  imprisonment  of  the  bodies  of  ibv  perst^ns 
aforesaid,  and  every  uf  them  ii]>oii  whom  such  ta\utioiis,  >vcot, 
loi,  &hoc,  tallage^  taxations,  called  common  fines,  im|H»itiuiis, 
aiid  itiiuis  of  money  as  aloresaii),  may  be,  ur  shall  b«  [>ul,  im- 
poacd,  or  assessed,  or  otlicrwisc  by  action  nud  actions  of  di;bt 
in  any  Court  of  lltcord  of  the  said  CiiKiuc  I'orts,aiifii-nt  towns, 
or  tiu-mbvr«  a(  the  same,  against  such  [lersuu  and  (jonionx 
Tcepectively,  to  bv  prmtccutcd,  or  in  other  legal  maimer  what- 
soeTer*  to  be  recovered  and  ttblBined,  as  to  tlicm  shnll  »ccm 
best;  without  any  )rupi.-iliuic-nt  of  us,  our  heirs  or  Hucccsaors, 
justice,  or  other  iiiijiister  of  us,  ur  our  litirs  or  succcsaora, 
mhntnocrer;  to  huvc,  hold,  mid  enjoy,  all  and  9iii>;aliir  the 
premisoi  aforetinid  above,  by  these  presents  granteu  or  con< 
brnicfl,  or  mentioned  to  be  gritnti-d  or  coniirmod  to  the  oforc- 
•■id  Barons  of  llie  Cinque  Ports  and  ancient  towns,  and  mem- 
bers of  the  same,  and  to  their  succe.ssurs )  and  to  the  iifurcsaid 
mayors,  bJutilTs,  jurats,  and  com moiml tics,  and  to  their  suc- 
cessors respectively  for  ever;  rcndcrinf;  and  doing  to  us,  our 
bcin  aiiil  successors,  so  many,  so  much,  such,  the  same,  and 
such  liltf  fee-farms,  services,  rents,  sums  of  money,  and  de- 
mands nhntsocvcr,  as  to  us  or  our  prcdecesaors  heretofore  have 
been  or  »re  doc,  ncctwloined,  or  payable.  VVhew-fore  we  will, 
and  by  these  presents  for  us,  om-  heirs  aad  aucccmurs,  lirnily 
eojoinin^^,  command  that  they,  the  afort'said  Barons  of  the 
Cilic(uc  I'orts  and  ancient  towns,  and  members  of  tiic  same, 
and  their  successors;  also  the  mayor,  haihffs,  jurats,  and  com- 
monalties of  the  same,  and  their  succcttsors,  and  every  of  them 
and  their  successors  respectively,  may  have,  hold,  use,  and 
eiijuy  fur  ever,  itil  and  sini^tihir  the  liberties,  BUthorillea,  juris- 
liieltutKi,  franchises,  freedoms,  Undi,  teneDitrnCs.  feasts,  fairs, 
markets.  Colls,  ihoUs,  customs,  and  privileges  aforesaid,  accord- 
ins  to  the  form  and  tenor  of  these,  our  letters  patents,  and 
other  grauts  to  them  made,  without  action  or  impediment  of 
us,  nr  our  heirs  or  successors,  the  justices,  shcrifla,  cschcators, 
or  other  bailiiT*  or  ministers  of  us,  our  heirs  and  auecessors, 
whatsoever.  Unwilliufj  that  they  or  their  successors,  or  any 
of  them,  by  us  or  our  heirs,  the  justices,  sherifls,  escheators, 
or  other  bailitl's  or  niinisters  of  us,  our  heirs  or  successors, 
vhatsoeier,  hy  neiion  a^inst  the  liberties  or  franchises  afore- 
said, or  any  of  them,  should  be  actioned,  molested,  vexed,  or 
grieved,  occasioned,  or  in  anything  disturbed;  we  will,  and  by 
Uieve  presents  commanding  and  charging,  as  well  our  Trt-usurer, 
ChanccMur,  and  Barons  of  our  Exelicqiier  at  Wtatminster,  and 
•Kher  justices  of  us,  our  heirs  and  nucce-vtors,  as  our  Att-wney 
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mid  Solicitor  Gcncn),  for  tlic  time  being,  und  every  of  tbem, 
and  ftll  other  our  (jrtii'er»  Rtid  ministers  wljntsoM'er.  that  neither 
ttu-y  or  liny  of  tlii-m,  any  writ  or  summunB  of  quo  wuraiito, 
or  «ny  other  writ  or  writ?,  or  prows*  of  ii»  whfllwcver,  acninst 
thvtii  or  any  of  thpin,  for  any  causes^  chin^,  maitcrri,  ciainis, 
or  olfeiicps  uorcsnid,  or  uiiy  of  tbem  n-Kpcctively,  due,  rlaimed, 
uttein|»tcd,  tiwd,  had,  or  usuqied,  in  the  time  of  the  Uc« 
npoHlncy  and  defection,  or  at  any  other  time  before  the  day 
of  the  niakinc  of  tlicso  presents,  may  prosecute  or  contiouv, 
or  niny  or  «hull,  or  any  of  them  niur  or  shall,  make  or  cauae 
to  lie  [iroBVL-utcil  or  coittinued.  Willing  aUoy  thai  (hey  or 
their  Micccswira,  or  any  of  them,  by  any  of  the  justices,  olHeers, 
or  ntiiUHterA  of  uh,  our  heirs  or  sticeeasors,  in  or  for  the  due 
mc.  eluin),  or  abuse  of  auy  the  liberties,  franchises,  or  juris- 
dirtiniis  nforrtmid,  in  the  time  of  the  nforrsaid  apostacy  and 
ilefeetiyn,  or  at  any  other  lime  before  the  day  of  innking  ilicisc 
uiir  letters  pu(ent8,  be  not  hindered  or  ntoleelcd,  or  eomj^lied 
to  answer  to  the  some,  or  anvthing  thereof  Provided  iduny), 
and  our  royal  intention  is,  that  these  our  letters  patents,  or 
niiything  in  them  contained,  may  not  in  anytliing  be  (ircjudic^l 
to  the  warden  or  keeper  for  tlie  time  bciii;f  of  the  aforesaid 
Ctnqiif  Ports,  iincicnt  toivna,  and  members  of  the  same,  as  to 
any  juriKdictiniiN,  authorities,  liI)crtieM,  or  privileges,  uithiii 
the  aluri-!Uii(l  (.'inoiic  Ptirts,  atieioiil  ton  ii»,  and  meriiWrs  of  the 
uniF,  hi-rrloforc  lawfully  used  and  cxcrciscti.  Provided  also, 
that  ihctte  Ivllfm  patents,  or  any  thing  or  thingii  iu  the  aame 
ooiitaiued  ur  mentioned,  extend  not,  or  in  anywise  be  extended, 
to  oonfinn,  strengthen,  eatahlish,  approve,  or  ratify  ceruin 
letters  pnletil-s,  ur  uiiy  thing  or  things  in  the  same  onntaincilj 
or  mentioned,  made  by  the  Lord  Henr>'  late  King  of  Knglftntf 
the  SiMh,b(-ariiig<lnte  under  hisgreat  wal  of  England,  the  idt' 
tlay  of  Nuvurnber,  in  the  'i-itli  year  of  bis  rv'igu,  to  the  msyc 
of  the  town  of  Fevershum,  and  tu  the  Barons  and  commonalty 
of  the  same  town,  and  to  their  successors,  or  by  whatsoever 
other  name  of  incorjwraiion  heretofore  made  or  granted,  or 
mentioned  to  be  gmnted;  nor  to  conGnii,  slreuglben,  rstablti 
opi>ro\c,  or  ratify  any  liberties,  frsiicbisea,  immunities,  privileges^ 
cxeRiptit>iiei.  griitiis.  thing  or  things  whatsoever,  in  the  ssmc  let- 
ters piiietus  wt'thtf  said  bile  King  llenry  the  Sixth, given, gr^Eil^i 
coMlirmcd,  contained,  »|K-cifi*:d,  or  mentioned,  nur  miy  other 
letters  patents  whatsoever,  as  to  the  contirniation,  eorrohorntion, 
or  ■pprobaiii.n  of  the  aforesaid  letter!  {uitcnts  of  the  siud  Intc 
KingHenrj-  the  Sixth.or  of  any  tbinj;  or  tilings  in  the  wiu  * 

paleiltB  u(  the   said  Iting  (.i>tit4iiuixl  ur  mentiLilted,  an^  i        .     n  ' 
the  patents  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

*'Aiid  furthermore,  we  will,  and  by  these  prcwnts  for  us,  ouTi 
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bars  and  Bucccssors,  ordain,  and  ftrmly  enjoining,  command^ 
lliat  ;iil  and  cvcTj'  the  nmyors.  biiiiitis,  jurats,  recorders,  coro- 
ners, cnmmon  ctcrka,  con  stablest,  and  all  oilier  olllcors  and 
luiniftUra  of  ihv  aforcuiid  Ciixjut.-  Poi-Ui.  onctcut  towns,  and 
members  of  tlic  same,  and  every  of  thciu  rcspeciivcly,  and 
tbctr  depultcii:  also  all  our  jueticca,  to  keei>  the  pcac«  of  us, 
our  bctra  and  successors,  witLiin  ilic  same  Cinque  I'orls, 
invtcnl  towus,  or  their  tnumbers,  or  any  of  them,  by  virtue,  or 
u-tconling  to  the  leiior  of  tlu-K:  uur  k-ttim  piitciits,  or  of  uny 
oilier  tctlirn  |jalvut8  or  Chiirti-rs  heretofore  made,  now  runsli- 
tuied,  ur  hereol^er  lo  be  iioiiiiitntvd,  eloctctl,  or  coiislitiiurd, 
beforr  thoy,  to  the  execution  or  exercise  of  the  office  or  offices 
of  the  jilacc  or  placcK  lo  which  they  »rc  now  so  re*|Mf^t4»cIy 
noDiinatrd,  u|tpoinIcd,  elected,  or  constituted,  or  hcrcafler  shall 
be  noniirmtud,  i-lectcd,  or  cuii)i(itutcd,  be  ndmitted,  or  in  nny 
wise  intermeddle  in  that  behalf,  or  any  of  them  intermeddle 
respt'clivety,  ihi'v  «htdl  take,  and  evtry  of  them  shall  take,  ns 
well  Llic  coqioral  oath,  commonly  calird  the  oath  of  obedience, 
OS  the  cnrpond  oath,  commonlv  called  the  oath  of  supremacy, 
upon  the  Holy  £vanKvlt3ts,  before  such  person  or  such  per- 
sons, H8  to  f^ive  and  take  such  oaths  by  the  law  and  stiitiite  of 
(bis  our  kingdom  of  Ivnglaiid,  are  at  preHcut  a|ipaiated  and 
desit^ned.  or  hercHftcr  sbnll  be  apixilnted  or  designed. 

"  And  fii rlht-rmore,  wc  nill.and  by  thes«;  pn'senLi  for  us,  our 
beirs  and  successors,  onlain  and  declare,  that  when  from 
bcficcforlb  uny  ctectiun  sball  be  madr  of  uiiy  person  or  ihtsous 
whatMicTer  into  the  office  of  recorder,  or  into  the  nlticc  of 
commtin  clerk  of  any  of  the  portt,  towns,  members,  or  places 
llbrcKiid,  other  than  such  like  person  and  persons,  which  now 
in  such  otKce  and  utliceH,  or  in  cither  of  them  respectively  now 
otficiaie,  if  wc,  our  heirs  or  successors,  by  any  writing  or  war- 
rant under  the  sign  manual  of  us,  our  heirs  or  siicccssors, 
shall  declare  and  signify  lo  the  Uai-ons  of  the  Cinque  Ports 
■foresaid,  or  to  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  eommonnlty,  or  hailiff 
aud  commonalty  of  llie  ports  and  nnctent  towns  aforesaid,  and 
their  members,  or  to  the  other  officers  and  members  of  the 
porin,  and  those  lown*!  and  mtiiibera  of  the  siimc  respectively, 
to  whom  such  election  and  elections  respectively  apjKriain  to 
be  made,  thi-  non-upprobation  of  us,  our  hcira  or  successors, 
ot  such  person  or  persons  respectively  so  elected,  to  officiate  in 
ncli  otBce  or  olticcs,  to  which  lie  or  they  shall  be  so,  as  aforesaid, 
respectively  elected;  that  then,  and  so  onen,  and  from  and 
aflcr  *uch  declaration  aud  si^ii  ill  cation  in  form  aforesaid  mode, 
ihe  election  and  elections  of  such  person  and  persons,  even  so, 
as  aftin'said,  not  approved,  ar*  void  and  of  none  cfi'ect.  And 
ttut  from  thcDceforth  it  may  and  shall  be  lawful  to  tbc  Barons 
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of  Llie  Cinque  Ports  and  manbera  of  the  same;  or  to  thtr 
mayors,  jurats,  and  cominonaltics  of  the  ports  naA  nncient 
toMiiK  ufori-snUI,  and  nicmbera  of  tlie  same;  or  to  the  bniUllR, 
juruta,  and  cflmmonaltics,  or  baiUtf  »nd  commonnlir  of  the 
poria  and  those  townn  und  memliera  of  the  sume,  or  to  any  or 
uliich  of  tbem  respectively,  to  whom  such  ricction  and 
clcrtionft  iv»|>eeL!ve1y  appertiuQ  to  be  made,  another  gou<l  miil 
discreet  man,  or  other  goad  and  diftcreet  men,  able  for  the 
exercise  of  ihe  office  or  offices  aforesaid,  to  which  he  or  they 
Bhall  he  res]ieetivcly  nominated  and  elected.  Into  the  place  or 
places  of  such  person  or  persona  so.  ae  aforesaid,  elected  and, 
uftcn\ani,  not  approved,  to  elect,  nominate,  and  swear,  accord- 
ing lo  the  tenor  of  these  presents,  and  of  other  letter*  patents 
and  grants  of  any  of  our  prosenitora  in  (be  behalf  heretofore 
made,  ond  so  often  as  the  cane  shall  happen  (any  thin^  in  these 
presents  contained,  or  any  other  tliinj^,  cause,  or  matter  what- 
Mcver  lo  the  contrury  thereof  in  anywise  notwithstanding), 
althouf^h  that  express  mi--ution  of  (he  true  yearly  value,  or  of 
tlic  rertniiiiy  of  the  pi-euiiscs,  or  of  any  of  them,  or  of  the 
other  gifts  or  (grants  by  us.  or  by  any  of  our  proj^eiuiorK  or 
predcceasorB,  lo  the  aforesaid  Barona  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and 
to  the  mayors,  jurats,  and  comraonallieii,  bailina,  jurats,  and 
commonalties,  and  bailitfa  and  commnnallics,  of  the  »ante 
Cmque  Ports,  aneimt  titMns,  and  members  of  the  same,  and  to 
their  sueccaeuni,  Ix-forc  these  times  made,  in  thcw:  presents  he 
not  made,  or  any  Rtatiite,  net,  ordinance,  provision,  proclama- 
tion, or  rcstrietion  to  the  contrary  thereof  heretofore  had, 
made,  set  forth,  ordained,  or  provided,  or  any  otlier  thins, 
cause,  or  matter  whatsoever,  in  anywise  notwithslandinft.  In 
witness  whereof  these,  our  letters,  we  have  caused  tu  be  made 
patents." 

All  the  aboi-c  f^harters  have  been  exli-acted  from  Jcake's 
work,  enlitled,  'TIjc  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  Two 
Ancient  Towns  and  their  Members,*  the  highest  authority,  now 
extant,  on  the  subjects  to  which  it  relates.  It  was  written  in 
](j79,  but,  the  author  dvin^  in  IWU,  it  was  not  printed  until 
1728,  when  the  pviblisher  observes,  *' No  eonsidcrable  altent- 
ttons  have  liapiNmrd  in  the  limits  of  the  ports  since  that  time 
(1678),  except  the  incorporation  of  Deal."  Previous  to  that 
time  Jcnkc  mentions  l>eal  an  a  member,  but  not  cor[>onitCf  U> 
Saml«ich  :  whereas  now  it  wns  made  a  corporation  the  snmc  oa 
Folkstonc  and  Fcversham  had  before  been  in  connexion  with 
that  Ciiupie  Port. 

Jiitiico  II  ^nulled  a  Charter  to  the  Cinque  Ports  In  the  fourth 
year  ol  hi^i  n'it^n,  a.d.  Ki8H,  as  some  sny,  while  others  n«sert 
that  be  only  i&sued  a  proclamation  confirming  to  them  alt  their 
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pri{;;inal  rights  and  privileges.  Bat  whether  Charter  or  pro- 
cJanuUon,  this,  wi-  u«Up?e,  was  the  last  contirraation  of  t)t«n), 
fvr,  afUT  ihie  lime,  great  alteration;)  tooK  place  both  with 
repard  in  the  »cr\*ice*  originally  jR-rfonrifd  by,  aiid  the  uiuiges 
aud  customs  of,  the  Cinque  Ports,  ancient  towns,  and  ilicir 
members. 

Ilnving  thus  gone  through  all  the  Charters,  we  now  proceed 
to  our  C>los*ary,  explaoaiorjr  of  many  of  the  obsolete  words 
contained  therein  ; 

&«:qiim.    ActloKB  Bxnlnd  Satlilb,  feodirn,  ginrtlaat,  tU.  \a  render  n  teoKmabla 

MtQuiii  111  iiieir  •rnlcpt. 
Amniif.     Kail,  are  web  aa  UuCh  llie  fivtAiilil  Of  nal  Mtato;  [vnunnl.  >Drti  ru 

t««rli  Ub  pBtioniir  hia  mituihlc  (calliiil pantonal]  niato  ;  iBIXftJ.are  (Urb  actioii* 

u  uf  |wr11y  tmI  iind  ['■f''?  jietvoriul. 

A»*MUL.  Fiuin  thr  Skioo.  Awti  oiBM  a1.  "  Ou  >U  liie  tr*."  Saw  w  la  all  It* 
an  coanh  iilt»)£  wtiicti  llii-  purb  fiv,  lhi>  niItni'Dll)  l)irm>r  U  coiduioii  to  lbs 
Wtrien  of  U>e  i»»ii,  iml  Un  la  ullnt  WntOiMi,  ChanrHlot,  amt  Ailiiilnl  <>(  ttm 
CllU|ii«  Pdiii,  ttiB  tu<>  nno'iit  Tciwn*.  ntui  llii^ir  M(n>h««i.  AccocUlng  Ui  vbitli 
liilp?  an-  Um  ciHUla  brid  lKli>r*  fatm,  lU.  a*  \V'aTili.-ti,  tbe  (.'ouil  ol SlipfVinj  ;  at 
ChaniTtlor,  ■  OhiiI  <if  Cbaapn^  or  bfiifty ;  am),  ■■  Admiral,  a  Ctiuit  i>l  Atlmi- 
rmltj ;  boU  wbidi  lativr  an  uMBlly  kvfl  tX  lb«  Cbiucb  «f  SI.  Jamn  ibr  A|wallV| 

■  1    l>UF1>t. 

AnvtriiTi.  Tt)rtrmnnienlh«1  illd  Mil  Inbnbltthr  porta,  hnl  dnit  rlapwtwrc  la 
tbf  f>»i-isii.  uitl  cuiiinbiilnl  Ui  Iho  ninlmciiHtiir  of  lUe  imU'  aD;i\*fl»i;;  wlirteutii>n. 
Ift  I .  I  ,„ni  o(  the  |>nn*,  tliry  b^joj*!!  with  Ihff  [nirU'  ni»n  afTpril  (iiKllawM  aiiit 
.  It  Ui  tbrir  )iL-rfaDf,  laiiil*.  and  KOOila.  Tlipy  agicH  wiUl  luek  uort  or 
"<j>r>  111  ILi-y  )iit>)  iiMiiiiiil  (■>,  nt  liltnl  lird.  wlisT  pallkiilar  tunia  alRKinef 
J  oil),  ur  otfarrwiM>.  Ui  tunlribulc.  anil  h>  ml  lid  tliviD'wIte*  </(  Tlic  litiprlii->  of  Iha 
porlt,  aiul  rmm  Ihrncr  alloiwnnU  vrrp  <mIIhJ  nJiotaiita.  0[  Ih"-*  Rjp,  in  ihp 
it^th  Iras  ai  llcnr)  V'l,  hail  no  l««  tli.in  thitljr-fiir;  fome  of  whieh  |iiil>l.  jcailv, 
tit  -hlillnt^  an)  cixhl^cocp;  mil*,  tlitro  alilllliHn'  aiiJ  riiiiijn-nri' ;  kiuI  hirii;  bul 
tWDdiililnj^i.  Afierwifda,  in  Ibe  ilrdliun^  sUIp  of  ttie  piiin,  Iticj-  fell  off,  *hv.a 
Utr  annrni  IiW'Iifi  biJ  c^jojninit*  wrw  mlicf  vi  Iniih  c<hi«i[ih1,  or  morv  cbtr^v 
■Up  to  knrp  iliDB  to  Irt  itn  i  wbrrrnii  hcforCt  (O  mniiii  vrrr  dR«in>ut  ti>  br  adTo- 
(on*-,  iliai  Id  tbe  131b ui  Kink'  Hri<o  VI|  ii.ii.  I4;il,  b>  dfricvul  Ibv biallirrhotKl, 
rarb  (loit  w>a  iralrali^  lo  h'kc  iil>  more  ailrutnnif  tlian  tiiry  Ihrn  tiiiil,  wrlliciiit 
ItTpiK'p  d1  Ihal  taiuil  of  biotlK'liooil.     Stv  Chant iM^lnii^'t  Acta. 

Aii>.  liMhp*«aM«Mlk«  law,  UUBivini  (lie  D'liii.-iiicpRivtn  la  lhi>  kln;r  fmni  lt>ft 
pM>|<tp  in  mmirr ^OFiallj'i  lo  Iho  tunjtnt,  on  of  h»  jniMIr  nlliiin,  ni-t-ctaUji  V> 
111*  aialilnM  ol  hit  <Ur«I  aiiiia  kniK!>'>  ■<■>!  Hm  anainuffc  o(  Ilia  rldiMl  dniighlEr. 

AMaintiTaiiA.  In  lh«,  unbidrxtm  >ixi>i'<i  aach  juruta,  or  TOihran^rm  oa  Uka 
ol  bolb  r"'<i"  fnr  Ula  gnins  of  iImIe  VodacI  i  Uie  foifcdl  (heiror  la  ten  liniei  At 
much  B<  win  lokca. 

A'-    '11.     ftmn  Mrr»t,  Pr.,  "  Men-j-;"l>r«[n«  II  nngbt  to  l«  aawiwil  mer* 

i  Iprr  II  *pfiEia  t^uit.ilr»L  lo  a  ftnr  rdipuHixt  luv  aomo  olf^ncp  rumiulttCi), 
i|ii-<i  linmiw  mlxlil  hi- ariwU,  or  tail  l»'o  lli«  h«Tiil>  ut  Iboklrif;. 

Airniiiwaitnil  FArnrrnawM.     Bulti  In  llieir  (Xircrel  aiiil  |iul>ll(al  cB|jadll«a, 

Aroaricr.  A  Ulliiijt  Avaf,  afrt  MtniKtlino  miidrinl  iilflHucii  InltaiHuj;  tbe  Ume 
(iiioi  Jjnuarj  3i)LJi.  IH'll  (Ibe  <ta}  ol  the  rxrciilmn  iif  Cliarinal},  to  Sla>  3At\>, 
IIMI  <  ibr  *ty  (if  tim  i^<Uniitlnti  «f  Qiarin  II)  i  and  Ihia  clauie  U  tUitmDonnl  lu 
<  fnl  an)  bcl  llicii  iIuihi  undulf. 

A  >..     titdintlri;:  nil  oanjnnMiMu,  nrfromanfT,  &C. 

A  <    ^oriL  DiMiiaii.    A  arnBRfiJ  dii|<aav«li>|[  iMf   bat  ia  aclaallf  wltad 

erf  a  in-riio'J .  Aa  aailir  uf  iMcw^Ib  b  a  wnl  bioiigbt  b;  aiicb  «  aoc,  m  U  lalalf 
aw  4l*|>i>urvrd,  to  rrrvnr  bta  miUIii. 

fiahof"-      F'rri'tnrtt  »f  l^c  |>urU. 

Bitta,  litiLii'.  ri>'  10  'f  ^ll>  or  wrillng,  aaaled  wllh  ilia  tnl  u(  oOM  of  Uir 
lawn  tir  pud  rewli  04)  aaj  ol  tM  Mid  DMoiranw.  tertKjtnR  tbal  aacb  pmoM  aa 
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are  named  in  tbe  bill  are  tiaronii  of  thnt  town  ot  port,  and  pa;  to  tbe  lacrke  of 

Bhip|)ln)(,  were  inietl  in  micb  a  place,  at  sacb  a  «uin  ««  i«  tberein  awntionML 
BLaoDwir.     An  nmercliTnent  Tor  abetldlng  blood. 
CiHRiAoe.     Nalhing  to  be  ilemanded  for  carriage  of  good)  throagb  fomts,  oi  otbu 

WHysIi-nding  tbFQugb  tbe  king'iigTonnds,  or  for  IbedutjoraeiTiceof  carrriagcora, 

hiij',  (trc.,  by  the  tenure  of  their  lamle,  or  money  paid  In  stead  thereof. 
Champerties.     In  common  law,  in  a  mulnle nance  of  nn;  onK  in  a  >d11  depending, 

□pon  conilition  U>  bnve  pnrt  of  llie  thing;  (be  it  land  or  goods)  «ben  It  la  reco- 

Tereit.     For  lliia,  chumprrtur  is  to  be  fined  b;  the  Statute  anno  33,  Edwenl  I. 
CoMBiRONd,  CoiiBo.vs.     Fcilow-freemen. 
CoxMONjLTiES.     Ccinimons  of  the  renim,  membera  of  parliament.    Tbe  freemea  of 

tlie  poriA  assembled  uilll  their  niHyur  nnd  Jiinili,  or  balliRa  and  Jurats. 
Co.vcEALsiFNTii.     The  keeping  possesion  unjustly  of  lands  belonging  to  the  crown, 

thoui;h  by  pretence  of  Hunie  olher  title  thereto.     Ot  rather  hen  concealmrntK  of 

jurors.  MhI.  3J  Henry  VII,  cap.  1. 
Co\TRsiPT:>.   Wilful  refuMil  to  abide  a  lawful  trial,  or  to  appear  irben  dalf  tummoned 

in  order  (hereto. 
CusTo.M.     A  toil,  tiix,or  charge,  usually  collected  in  cities,  market  to<Tn5,ora»nora, 

in  tlieir  fairs  or  miirketK,  or  other  common  sellin);  places,  for  tbe  sale  of  goods, 

wares,  ur  mercbnndldea.     The  u.'>agi'  of  the  port^  in  lormei  timej. 
Decriptk.     yiil^illea  in  selling  lands  or  goods,  wherein  tbe  vendor  bath  no  title  or 

property,   wberehy  the  purcbiiser  is  deceived ;   and  all  cheating  and  cuusenage 

wlia  I  soever. 
Den.     a  Taliej.  or  low  place.    Meaning  here  the  liberty  thelishennen  have  to  beet, 

or  mend,  and  to  dry  tlieir  nets,  at  Great  Yanooulb,  Norfolk,  upon  mnnh  lands 

there,  yet  called  llie  Dennes,  during  all  the  herring  season. 
DETiHtiR.     Where  goods  delivered,  to  be  kept  for  the  use  of  another,  are  reftued  la 

be  redelivered  when  demanded. 
EASEiiENrs.     WMer  wnya.    A  right  of  drainage. 
EacH  EATOna.     Officers  of  (he  king  that  Inquired  after  land  escheated,  that  is,  fallen 

into  the  king's  hands. 
ExeiiPTiuNs.     Exempt   from   all  seivicei  in  counties,  such  as  musten,  sesaions, 

ufsizes,  &c. 
ExiGcir.     A  writ,  which  lieth  where  a  man  sneth  an  action  personal,  nnd  tbe  de- 

fendiinl  cannot  be  found,  and  bath  nothing  within  the  counly  wbereby  he  may  be 

attached,  nnd  which  then  goetli  furlb  to  the  sherilT  to  make  proclamation  in  five 

aiunties,  every  one  after  aiiulber,  Ihal  he  nppear,  or  el»  that  be  shall  be  out- 
lawed ;  and  if  oulluwed,  all  bis  goods  and  chutiels  be  forfelL     It  abo  ha*  other 

applicnilona. 
Extortions.     An  unlawful  ot  violent  wresting  or  wringing  money  or  money's  vorlb 

by  any  officer,  by  colour  of  bis  office,  of  or  from  any  person,  either  not  due,  or 

more  thnii   Is  due,  or  before  it  Is  due.     Millers  taking  exceaiive  toll,  and  some 

otJier  such  like  ort'ences,  may  be  referred  hither. 
FiFTtcNTH.     A  lax,  no  called  from  ita  being  the  fifleenlb  part  of  that  lum  of  monej' 

at  which  any  city  or  tuun  liiid  last  been  valued. 
Ft.voALs.     TrenKii  re -trove.     Anjibiug  found  and  not  having  sn  owner,  which,  out 

of  the  poTiM,  bi-tonu>  to  the  king. 
FoaeiuN  'l'b'.\t'HE.     If  a  niiin,  free  of  the  ports,  have  landn  in   the  foreign  (ttint  is, 

out  of  the  purls),  lie  shall  nut  be  comjieiled,  or  drawn  out  of  tbe  porrs,  to  serve  in 

juried  in  the  country. 
Fn<NErLriiuE.     The  court  leet  is  so  celled,  nnd  entered  in  tlie  rolls.     It  ■Igiiifle*  a 

free  pleiltre  or  mrety,  or  n  pleilge  or  surely  lor  freemen. 
Fhkk  Customs.     Ancient  umkbs. 
Gilo.     (Cell,  Dutch,  "  Money.")     A  tribute  paid  for  servile  ciisfomn,  as   Home- 

gf  Id,  for  every  horned  lieusl ;  Uanegeld,  levied  by  or  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 

Diiiies  not  to  bninss  the  couiilr]-. 
GnouNniuF,  or  Tosauk.     A  fee  to  be  paid  for  tbeir  shi[)s  lying  aground,  or  at 

anchor,  In  uny  of  the  king  a  huveris  or  harbours, 
Uri.p.     See  Aid. 
HinAQE.     1  he  tux  Inid  upon  every  biile  of  land,  which  some  caU  a  ploogb-land ;  but 

what  WHS  its  exact  ciuantity  seems  very  uncertain. 
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HvoamiM.    Sath  Inokerpera,  vtotwllen.  and  alliar*,  tbnt  !>rll  licliiils  by  reull. 

«Udi  Uic>'  buugbl  b  gnat,  oi  Imj  In  (cnwl  qiuntiilct.  and  •ell  oul  bj  •mall 

pimb. 
iMWDsinta.    FretdoBi  Of  bbrrtlN  (roa  any  charge  orbunleD;  tqaintmt  la  et- 

Iv<    <  .Tft.     t^liNtni*  hy  iucaiilnllon;  thai  U,  bi*  dn^na. 

I-  r.      (Ptn*  I>i-PanKai>,S<iii., '"To  wl/.f,  niiJ  Tblaf.")    Tbe  pover  ts 

j<i  I.-  'I    liicf,  OT  btvn,  lukpn  witbiu  Ibrii  pnciiicl^ 

liiaiUMii*)!,  Our  «liu  Hiriisih  iiilii  bi>  liaiiili.  b)' liii}tn(c,  Cnnlrni^l.  at  prgnijar,  and 
Uk«)lt  (Qlbvt  tba»h)  ili'mlw,  Iraiv,  iit  gmol  a(loti(l>  OTof  litlw)  anj  curn  fir>>%tl<ig 
In  Ihm  trU*,  ot  olbrr  com  ur  i(rala,  linltrr,  cbnvc,  Mi,  or  olbxr  ilonJ  iirlunl, 
'hIUiIu  Kj>i-liui>)t  lo  Uii"  li>ti*ntti>  trli  Uitf  •nin"  nK*<n-   SUlu'i*  Sib  wl  EilBsrd  VI. 

I«>'  ioKb  u  lire  in»t  riecmrin,  btal  nMs  ollblii  Iticli  iiriCliict*. 

In  .A  Kcuciil  wanj  lu(  tiqiriilBt  Dimle  hj  juries. 

lx<. l..«[l«CiJ. 

Jpkda.  [t'looi  Jniu,  LnL.  "Tu  ufTp;"bmtiw  Uiey  Ia1ci>  nn  With  Iv  auut  th« 
bMul  eOerr  ol(b«  (iImcc.  trli^Elvfr  mitjOT  ur  ballilT,  InktniiiiitloiliiK  juatiM  bo  |ioar 
and  rich  rl^hlMm*!).)     MAt(i><">l«*. 

Kmae.  A  LiJI  oi  il^lt  paiiJ  l-i  Uie  nulntoniinov  of  «  eommafi  quay  or  wbarT,  for 
thv  landliw  or  (falniu^  ol  guodi. 

tdaruit.  A  cmfaln  ciMleai  rxactH  la  fuin  nn<l  niaikrU,  (urrnrniiiKof  tblngt 
wixn.  II  man  vtU.  Jeakf  cl«lir«  II  trom  ■  lut,  oblcli  be  h]«  m  BKonnteit  !«« 
lona  mipbl.      A  l*>l  <if  men  it  tMi  <iiiiitl"r<,  aiiil,  if  iif  wlii^nl,  Mill  wv^li  alinul 

lira  I«IM.     A  ■■•*  ot  li<-mn^,  ftnb,  U  l«n  HiQimnJ  ;  of  rd,  ■»  <lil»i  htftilngi, 

VHiitf  Ihuiuud  J  of  pikboriUi  ten  iliutwnuil )  ul  wool,  tweltv  uMir  ;  of  Icntlmi 
I  tciirr;  af  bklr«c<akUui,twrlTVi1nmi|»f  |iit(b,  lar,ar  atliiii,  fnurleeubnrrela| 
rgvaiowilfr.  iHifnIj-fuar  fitklni,  nich  oistf  hutiilred  puunila  wlglit. 

Lav.     TIh-  mar  'u  wuI  ruiil  thnL     Sliiln>  33  tlonty  VIII. 

LarerorrrflEt.  (Ctoni  Luie.Cii^,  ^^ax..  *'  Ttiuli^ar  Merdianillw.  ftee.")  Tba 
Ubarl;  nl  f>M  lr*l)>-,  (it  tm<lin4  for  In**. 

I«WB*.  ir>  LowiT,  iiuBn)  Lov-irar.  TUo  land  itinreaboul  brlnit  aionb  and  law 
IcnHinila. 

UaiKfaiia^aa.  WW«r  oaj  b'**''''  *"  "nnlticf,  thst  tn  ptnlntkff  or  Jnf'iidinl  la  aay 
•cliun,  anf  torn  of  Bii>i>(>],  nr  <>lli«T  Ibm^  to  ninintnla  hiii  [itHo,  <>T  kI-w  extranwif 
lakuunlli  hM  Um  ltb«n  br  bo*  natliirig  lo  do  Ifamwilb.  A  «ttt  llelfe  ng^iut 
>tT.  I,  -^tt. ,  LomI  (:<ilui  itHlltiF*  II  (a  b«  "  Ihe  ioklM  In  hniii)|  l>f»lni{  ap,  «f  op* 
'  |Lian«l*and*li>c»,  to  (bt  •iHEuibiuiceaud  liiD-ltuico  of  owimon  ilf^bl  In 

M4)M>La.    (rrcDR  Mnnii  Ofitii. "  U'nrkt  In  tumL")    Vlhm  a  tbiaf  l>  paniwd, 

and  raaiittil  ailb  llie  couili  i«  baa  iloleii,  in  band. 

piuara**tK.     (^lurl  da  Aamln,  Fritncb,  "  Drnlb  of  an  AnCMlor'')     A  writ 
■)  Imii-  Hlk-r  rb«  Jealh  «l  fal*  HuoiFdUt*  aaOMtor,  wlicn  falbrr.  mulber, 
atlWf,  (UtfT,  tiiick.  or  eani,  die  mIxmI  of  land*  or  tennoeala,  aiul  ■  dniiiHrr 
'  ahalrUi,  Uiai  b,  bbIiiiwIIi  Intn  lb«  nld  LumU  or  lamfnienla,  nml  Iii*|mUi  oul  lb« 

halt. 
UanauB.      {Miun*.  Ijilln.  •■  A   Vail.")      A  toll  |inl.j  townni*  tb«  wallliig  «r  a 

Iowa.    Also  ■■■|ipuai^  to  cxleral  to  tbe  irpnlrlu^  of  pubtk  iHllBeta. 
OtiH  or  Oainirnrc.     Now  rallivt  nnl&  of  AlUsnnMi. 
(hrrriMiiTiirrr.      (Uo<    FdnRan,   Sni.,   -' To  Sclm>     TbW.")      Thn    pntrvr   to 

taXa  a  ib>rf,  «hn  bai  ■tutcn  mtliiti  Uic  [itecloota  ami  aacafed  oul  of  tbcm,  lo  bttng 

bim  hacfei  ami  ilwn  U}  and  judae  him. 
faaaiat,    Tlw  mnnlni;  of  tiogt  in  (otrtta,  woodi,  At.,  tn  ■toni  Unw,  for  wlikb 

■KM  iwrnbm  lali ;  hul  lh«  irnln'  ou-n  dtp  fna  fiua  an;  toll  on  Ibal  account. 
Puuau    Pait  of,  and  <ana«q<ienllj  ixiiuJ  Lo,  ilw  Cinqua  fAttR,  eiijillnJ  to  dw  lire 

aairMil  kinna. 
ftmt^m,     Haaej  mqoifad  for  paning  to  and  fro  of  pMtona  or  it»adK  in  tiMnmoa 

alMMra,  landniifptaa*,  ut  audi  like,  ot  it«cdoin  of  tPiianU  fiuni   paging  niou«y 

tn«a>4a  tfce  paaw^  of  Ibi^tr  lord*  by  land  ur  vintrr. 
fataaatt.     (l*oia.  Ffc-iMb,  •■  A  IVclgbL")     A  lull  fur  luiag  tbc  ktng'a  mliiti-bauaa, 

M  ootnaian  beads. 
fibaiti.     Hoaay  axncM  In  fall*  for  i^ckJng  or  bienkiag  ap  ibr  grvuuJj  lo  wl  np 

bootlM  or  «Uadlng*< 
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PAxauw.  Po3Ti<i>      AlaU  pdl,  w  Idanr  feat,  lo  tfae  r»f  Ht  c/BhriJy;  otI 

IbB  pHMCB  Mvr  one.     Fnan  Pan*,  Lat.  *-  A  Bttdg*." 
Qcttrr.     Q«tl,  or  (w», 

t>(  Riral  Jrlini|MBU  Inoi  tWDC  bcUooienac,  >liOOT  tok«  kfpt  In  p*i>ua  llll 

tbpi  im;  Uicbi. 
RK»mnu>.    A  wTfl  ■bcirty  ■  pwow  to  hM  KOl  fo— rtoB  ot  m  artwle  ttwgh 

M  rMM  of  dmbI  lUMcttifl.  naf  he  aicMn  itbTiiii»r«iBi.  

RifiBiTiKM.    Tli#  bw) IM  ol  cood*.  aiil  Uw  wiil—f  wt  thiM  la  tli«  naie  m*rlieti 

Hnrtiors  Rmmxt*.    Tkow«baM«lt  UtbcpMta,hal««raMlbecincit. 

lluTHiiKT.     I'rvlubrtin*. 

RuTHK-iiua.     ProUhttto*. 

Risiir  I'kiii.    {rrMT.Pr.,  "Takm,'^     PtiMfr  of  wIb«  WM  ■  ciutom  ■tbmibj  < 

k.nK  tUiscd  obI  of  nvf}  bark  ladas  Willi  vior,  lea  tluu  foil}'  Mai,  too  tem  «f 

vine  >t  III!!  aws  pHcw. 
itic*oc.     .A  toll  iwidfiNCOMltic  Into •btitoarwIanMtaKtbcirnwcb  at mntano 

^iM.M  M  wbufih    Jfli9  ilniiM  II  (ran  «t1«c.    fcMtii  oftrniu  la  a  haibaut 

hatinc  In  p«j  tfala  tt>li.     Maj  II  nwt  nthrt  be  rrain  RItc,  Nunun,  Rtiin,  Lttln, 

"A  Bank?- 
Si<-     )t«ltiapWMidcomc(teKCi(Uw|MB>orM«n  in  Ibrir  tonrU.  ami  all  Anrr  m 

(arfelfMttx  lut  itie  unae.    Smm  HH  It  mkhiAM  Um  ^wer  to  tmpow  biiJ  rpcch. 

faN  for  birtitinr,  mantiac,  Acwac  of  Uoodi  ^r..  and  to  ladnw*  nifiay*  ai 

ii»*ult«  b}  |>4Uki>faiiiv  tb«  allMidn*- 
Srar,     A  ^(bMnarr  ontilbiUun  laid  nvon  all  iBb>«cU  afler  thaif  oUUlj.     Stab 

33  Hrnij  Vlll.cap.  1*.     (EwX,  old  Pr.) 
Scotch.     iStuURo.  La)..  ■■  A  SblcU.")     TtwaMvloenf  tbaaUaU,  uard  MMsUn 

lot  knkfhi'a  wnlCD.     A  •Mine*,  irbmrb]-  •  MaanI  (O  huMlBpr  ia  bmnrd  t»  fuMq 

bte  loM  InW  Uw  l!kvtll*l>  or  Wdtk  wan.      LoM  Calkr  mfa  no  ■rutaitv  Of  i 

balb  bcea  mtrmei  alan  lb«  «i(bili  rsai  t(  Gdwi.ni  II,  i.p.  MU,  Walea  wa«  i 
ncxnl  ID  &M:la>^  hr  l^wnid  I ;  hl>  aoa,  &hnMd  11.  binUig  boao  Ite  trsi  Piinca 
of  \Vt]m.  IIpucb  i1m«  avn  du  mot*  Waldi  <nn  of  aoj  coMeqiMica  a/Kr  ibli 
tiirc 

.KHaT.     Siw  SdoL 

Sixiana.    Wroai[.   (Pro«SI«ial*T,  LaL.**  LeAIIands'vUek.uBoogUin  R«MMgi4. 

«iu  cunanWrrd  ualudi^.) 
Sor,  $ora.  Sob.     Thp  auit  of  men  In  lb«Ar  courts,  accoidinx  lo  fba  cwtoB  af  Iba 

raalra.      It  iJrri*rd  froni  Sqc,oI-I  Pi.,  *'  A  Plotij^,''  Iknn it OMaua IIh>  imiicvof  Uts 

nluufib,  Iriiin  sn  olil  (niiurF  of  UiHl  UpIJ  of  «ome  locd,  an  the  ooadlllvn  ol  plaocb- 

lni;>  or  lath  Ilk*  hatbmuitj  Uboiir. 
Suu  laiiji.     Wltebcial'b,  ot  poiaDiiuip. 

SrALLtua,    Mon<7  pnid  far  pilcblitf  or  Mtling  uf  ilalli  la  bin  «T  matkola. 
tStM  M.     Sra  ri>K««. 
&TKaT.    Piafet\y  <9U\r;  ot  lucli  Biilimb,  Uiat  vuilcT  aaditrajr  from  Uia  knows 

■unlrT. 
Sranvi  (In  Strip)  implic*  umurli  m  rata,  t^ll,  depopolaUcM.  dHtia)lii)t,  itlil 

B«n)-,  and  bereaitxK  tba  landi  and  iBMnesU  of  wbol  cm  ba  Utaa  Ibor^frow 

aiak*  niltfe»1ajEtf  af. 
SrauMn.     A  iborr  or  Undiar-pUcvi  btre  lalip*  tor  Iba  Kbrrtjr  Dm  M^nwn  ha 

ki  oiOM^  to  (!■■  .|iui)  al  Yaniniiiilli,  and  dplli<-(  Wirit  htniiyn  frrfly  aII  iIiv  ■■vua 
Buaaioiit.      Aid  «r  a*aUtann.  lai:  ar  Uibak  aaanwd  by  PartiamrBI,  In  Ih'  lantwl  | 

eisi)  Hiili^l,  BCi'<inling  lo  (Iw  nlif-   «(  bi-  bid*  o*  |{oat(.  nuut  cui 

iHr  ratfi  of  kimt  •liillui);*  lu  tbe  (iMiad  f»r  land,  and  two  alilUiiiift  anl  ri| 

lor  KOuJs,  Ac. 

TAt-Lian.    The  pijvwnt  «r  Ium,  InUu,  BTlrauUU)  aftl  «ihrid|w  paaicd  id  Pai> 

llaan-ill. 
Tuiiit.    A  Us  lovied  «n  itUM  oad  loviu,  baliif  a  tenlh  (art  of  tkuli  gwA  aid 

(nurraUM. 
Traniiic.    94e  GroundnRe, 
Th»i.     (I^rnui   IhR  S^t  n,  Tlwnia,  o«  ThMma.  flgtUl-tii*  tiM  powM  which  lof 

bate  ut*f  ll<rir)illAiiu.ur  naOi*^.  vith  tMiUiida  a>J|tt9<>U.l     Tbe  ^iH-ratloaj 

all  (tier  rilUiiw,  or  tMiul-MItaNk,  wtlli  Uiclr  milta  aud  caitit,  obtftMivnT  t^« 

ba  fiisnd  In  liaglaniL 
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TnoL,  Ttiaia.    Fra«Jixiirruaib«ni(gnlani;  li>nl  butto  UielrMnnlgn  lord  Ibf  king. 

A  loll  fi>[  ic«04i  bouicllt  ■'•  "  lur.  liiDThi^t,  Ac. 
Thi«,  •■(TiMir.     (Tbeii,  S«(,  "  A  ItoKiImnn.")    Stock*,  In  Wbicb  an  cunHnix],  or 

^uoJ,  orrlaiit  i}«lli>i|iw>i>la. 
1  uLu     Duly  cw-l  fiw  oouit',  who*,  or  morehaiulltM.  boafcbt  or  *alJ,  abicL  bnva 

h-*n  wl  in  lu-tjpj  ajHin  wliurfu  «a  mmaioii  giounJt. 

T«t-a>ta>-Tlru>  r.      }wr  Fllli'iit-. 

T«uon.      An  iikUvM  ••H^iblf  orpimonf  met  loyelhcr  for  Um  jiarpOM  of  doing 

■uiUB  Illi-gnl  Mt.  nlihu'ii^li  Ilw)'  an-  fdnvntcO  liuui  ■■vnnipltililiiic  tliclr  ultjecl. 
IVhbkiil.      a  ilnnti  c«t,  wbrtWn   Hit?  pntufl  noitli;  o(  lii"  punliliaiviil  i*  curripd 

•bfiMt,  mtii  itiit  (Liua  II  ufRiii  tilni  b}  aiij  pcu^l*  Who  UMv  lo  <lu  w. 
t'Tr-ixuiHurr.     5«*  Oullsnf -lirlf, 
W«iri:,  H'*iT(i>.     (looita  fa<«i»i.  Iiut  imI  (tiiniril   bj  on)  on*.     AIuiSDOila  iloln) 

■ihI  tt[<jt*D  Hon)  b]  llir  Uiirl  m  liu  flrsht. 
VTiMiiiHiri.     T(w  iiiinii!i»i>tijp  III   tb«  lirir  a(  an  (•iliile  mIiiIp  untlrrnt^'.     tr  lli« 

«Bfilor  hrit  irdiiF  hi  •H-innrrinf.llioiiiH'rLur  lar\l  jhAll  li<vi-  tIi«i-Uub  or  tri^mor- 

(USH ;  ■»!  II,  whi)i>  unliT  iiiir,  b*  iiiiirtlr>  litnb^ll  ngtiinit  iti«wiU  ol  Ihe  lotJ,  tliwn 

Die  loni  (ball  ha»  douMe  lb«  tnton  ol  Uw  naifiage. 
Wilis.     SfaJiWC- 
Winrx.     Sn  Ritfbt  l'ri<«. 
ViTrnK*.     .\ini-nluiinut  frm;  that  I'l  hring  amrrcnl  in  Ruj  courl,  Uwy  tbUl  |>«jr 

tH>iliin<  fiM  It. 
WiTH'^H^  tif.     II  gOAl*,   ili'tmJninl   nod   lin|ii>Tiii4l«fily   htr  nf4i*vi>^   Mrid    mflrt^ttt4t 

•aitinl  flVBj  In  pliM«>  tmbnowii,  ■  will  ol  mlbnnam  ma;  Mac  lo  Idkv  olbrr 

C"lt  of  lb' part;. 
Wacinravn.   Tni*iai)iUaailoiiMcpiltlt.eK*^  Kihr  porlnmm'*  mwnh  wrnwirckoJ, 

nunitnj  Un-tt  i:<hiiIi  iMxibl  In  •clxnJ  i  bul  if  Mbitn  werv  mecked  uu  Ibrlr  coualv, 

Itcy  bml  III'  beTiaAi  ti(  Um  namr. 
Tb4h.  IIi«,  ami  W^nm.    In  c«M)of  mtinler niiil  lomp  Mbvr  [^Iriiiin.  If  ibe  (lertDn 

coatmlKiBFt  111"  *>niB  wrtc  n  UnanI  in  fcr-i>iin|>lr  uf  land*  In  ovel  kind.  Iidd  al 

tk«   hlaa  In   \rre  tucaoe,  and  mme  condrniniHi  lo  dralb,  Ihv  landi  ouulJ  ili»c«id 

W  Ilia   bvir,  and  not  to  Uw    kliiK ;  •III)   ihr  kin|t    xlinll  ItiitH.  for  IIih  >|iacr  iif  o 

Jieat  M>>l  a   day.  th»  |m>lll*  nt  llw  landi  und  ti!flrnkr»U  <rf  •ucli  (rluii,  n»il  niny 

CdidibIi  wbal  waala  and  atrepa  be  pleaioi,  Wilbtii  tliat  llnii.'.  In  Uhi  biid(lin)t«  nnil 

llinlirr. 
TaiKLi  Viu'K.     Word!  of  conn*  In  ebartrn,  wbeni  landa,  tenaiiiiiiiLi,  u[  raiilt  at« 

IpvKleil,  01*1  •»  mvri  fotmal  ilian  hihI'-iIbI  brpf. 
YarwiMiLi.    Ihr  Munat  GnDnlMll.    Ibe  V  and  <!,ln  Suon.  peeia  tuhiiB  been 

inmaaidtaUr  Iclltta,  a>  beie  Yerl<l  is  cbauged  Intu  Giubl,  obtle  Glw  ia  tuined 

lillu  Vm. 


U  is  a  veil  known  hifttorical  fact,  that  Chsrles  II,  about  the 
jm  ItiM,  ci'inpellcd  oil  tbe  corporalions  to  aurreadcr  their 
Chirtura  into  his  hands,  and  wliich  be  c]i<l  not,  in  mnny 
intUtQCCii,  regrant,  withom  receiviitf;  Inrjfe  sums  of  money  for 
the  favuitr,  and  then,  in  sumccascs^  not  without  depriving  tbeoi 
of  vimt  of  their  privUe)^s. 

Whclhrr  the  same  measure  wan  mcled  out  to  the  Cinqtic 
Ports,  niicient  towns,  and  their  members,  there  is  a  diverxily 
of  opinions;  wc  veaturv  to  believe  that  thc&e  Charters  formed 
an  rxr«'[)tioii  to  the  fjeiicral  rule,  end  that  if  ihcy  vrcrv  sur- 
rmdemi,  aa  Mimv  siiy,  into  thr  hands  of  Colonel  Strotic,  the 
tlieo  governor  of  IXtvt^r  Castle  and  warden  of  ibe  Cinque  Ports, 
tbcT  were  «ion  rrtunied  lu  the  ports*  unshorn  of  any  of  llieir 
fiur  nro|tariioaii ;  and  ve  have  cotoe  to  this  conchision  from 
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the  following  circticietaDccs.     The  gcueral  Charter  (»f  Charles 
II  bfflK  date  in  I66!j,  being  eight  years  ancr  he  ascended  the 
throne ;  su  thiil  it  vas  not  the  remit  o(  a  sudden  ehuUilloii  of 
jnv,  nmiiif;  nut  of  his  roium  to  England  i»  s  monnrch,  after  n 
weary  buiiUhtncnt  i>f  ncarlj    twch'c  yi-iir«;  and    Itiiving   Wen 
thus  granlcd,  on  due  roiisidemtiun,  it  does  not  seeui  jirnbidile 
thiit  he  vrould  hnre  revoked  tfaem  in  the  isKcirt  Kpmx-  of  Hixteco 
years.    Again,  although  Jeske  completed  faia  work  on   (he 
Charters  in  16'H,  he  lived  to  the  year   I(iy(),  being  six  years 
after  the  surrender  of  the  Charters  (if  ihry  nen;  siim-ndrrcil*, 
and  6vc  yearc  after  the  death  of  Chftrles  II,  and  yet  he  adds 
nothing  to  show  us  ttint  they  li-id  been  seized  by  the  kioff, 
whieh  it  is  fjjr  to  suppose  he  would  have  done,  had  such  been 
the  case :  nor  eaa  it  be  objected  that  it  was  then  too  lale  to 
add  any  remarks,  as  the  work  had  been  previously  eomplcled, 
for,  thoiiji;li   cerliunly  written,  it    was  not  published   uutil  the 
year    1 72H.     This   onussioti  on    the   part   of  Joake   is   a   still 
8lri>0};er  r^idenee  in  favour  of  our  npinion,  that,  if  surrendered, 
at  all  events    the  new  Charters  did  not  abridye  any  nf  the 
privileges   contained  in  that   of  lliiiH,  which  in   some  points 
gave  new  privilcjiica  and  only  interfered  with  the  old  in  the 
mo<]e  of  electing  the  town  clrrk,  to  whioh  we  slmll  nlliidc  more 
at  large,  nhen  we  eome  to  tlic  oxaniinstion  of  ihnt  partieiilnr 
Chnrtcr.     Jeakcas  a  \oncon formist,  Iiiid.  during  ihoCominon- 
%tculth,  enjoyed  all  the  privileges  of  a  frcrmim  of  the  town  of 
Rye,  and  wm  town  clerk  of  (he  same;  but,  hy   the   Act   of 
ClmrU-s  II,  which  compelled  all  freemen  to  take  the  oath  of 
supremacy,  he  lost  those  privileges,  and    therefore   liad  no 
reason  to  !(|)eiik   well  of  Charlea  II,  but  on  the  ctnimrv  had 
ever>'  inducement  to  condemn  his  conduct,  and  would  m   nil 
probability  have  not   failed   to  avail  himself  of  so  favorable 
puint  of  uttack   as  the  abridj^neul  of   [tie  jjorts*  privile 
would   have  ntlorded  him.     Lastly,  we  have  already  seen  tXu 
Jeake's  work  was  not  published  until  I7'J8,  beioK  43  yean^ 
after  the  death  of  Charlea  II ;  and  when  not  only  this  monarch 
had  pmd  the  dt-bi  ofnaturc,  but  also  four  of  his  successors,  via.^ 
James  II,  Willinm  HI,  Anne,  and  George  I,  so  that   if  Jeult 
was  restrained  from  spcakin;it  out  Iroldly  on  the  mthjrrt,  from 
hia  hitving  lived  too  ne:ir  to  the   time  of   its  accomplishment, 
the  publisher  of  his  work  had  no  such  excuse  to  plead,  and 
though  his  eoinnletc  silence  on  the  matter  would  have  been 
no  positive  proof  either  one  nny  or  another,  still  when  we  see 
the  followinf^  words  in  the  advertisement  prefixed  to  the  work  ' 
we  may  safely  conclude,  that  if  the  Charters   were  eiirTendcrM. 
they  were  Biicedily  restored  in  all  tlieir  integrity.    "  No  coo* 
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siilcrnble  Bltcrations  bav«  happened  in  the  Itmlts  o(  the  port* 
dace  thnt  time  (that  is,  the  writing  of  these  Charters),  except 
the  incorporation  of  Deal" 

Since  writing  the  above,  we  are  happy  to  say  wc  have  been 
itbjf  lo  ch-ar  up  this  puiiit,  and  shuw  from  undoubted  tt^timony 
that  it  wan  James  11,  »iid  nut  Churh.i  II,  who  conipetkd  the 
ports  to  siirrunder  their  Charters,  J»mrg  wus  a  niotl  (yraii- 
□  ical  and  iiricoiifitihitioniil  I^in^'  During  the  rc!^  of  his 
brother  be  was  ajijwinted  lord  warden  of'  the  Cinque  Ports. 
He  came  to  llic  Ihronc  on  Pcbniary  6,  IfiKS,  and  cm  April  3 
folliining,  he  issued  his  mnndatc  "as  Lord  Warden"  to  all  the 
ports,  whereby  he  nominated  one  rcprcscntntive  for  each  port, 
and  vrhirh  mandate  tvus  complied  with.  On  August  26,  ol'ihe 
luime  year,  we  find  by  the  nsscnibly-hook  of  thai  date  that 
Ityc  hud  been  already  called  upon  to  surrender  her  Charlera, 
the  circiimsiance  being  thus  noticed:  "At  this  usseinbly 
di*eour»c  was  bad  about  Burrmdcring  unto  the  kin^s  eacred 
Majesty  all  the  liberties,  franchises,  privileges,  and  iiiiiiiunitics, 
but  it   was  referred  to  another  assembly." 

"September  I,  )(>1S6.  At  this  osaenibly  it  is  unanimously 
ordtred  and  decreed  (nomine  contradiccnlc),  that  for  divers 
weighty  causes,  and  good  considerai  iona,  all  the  libcrtiea, 
privileges,  (raochiscs,  and  immuuiltcft  whnlsoi'ver  belonging  to 
this  town  and  port  of  Rye,  and  to  the  Barons,  Inbabiiants,  and 
free  men  thereof,  and  which  now  arc  or  ought  to  be,  or  at 
any  tirae  hcrclwfon-  were  enjoyed  by  them,  either  or  any  of 
thi-m,  cither  by  the  general  Charter  to  the  Cini)Ut'  Ports, 
ancient  tonns,  and  their  niemlicT!*,  or  hy  any  other  private  and 
particular  letters  patents  or  Charters  whatsoever,  or  by  any 
etutom,  prestcription,  or  olberwise  howsoever,  tt^ether  Miln 
nil  and  r%-cr}'  nucb  Charter  and  Charters  and  letters  iiiileiitK  (if 
any  mayor  can  be  fijiiiid),  together  also  with  all  the  landR  and 
tcneraenis,  rents,  and  profits  whatsoever  (belonging  to  llii» 
ooqinrationl  within  the  Uberties  of  this  town  and  elsewhere, 
be  forthwith  humbly  yielded  up,  surrendered,  and  granted 
unto  our  Sovereign  Lord  Jamca  II  (by  the  Grace  of  God) 
King  of  England.  Ac,  to  be  had  and  bolden  to  the  said 
Sovereign  Lord  the  King,  his  heirs  and  assignes  for  ever,  and 
that  aiieh  surrender  and  grant  be  forthwith  prepared  and 
ingro»sed  by  iIk^  town  clerk  (with  apt  words)  and  produced  at 
the  neat  aHBemhly." 

It  waa  also  ordcre<l  that  Mr.  Mayor,  Mr.  Edgar,  jurat,  and 
Mr.  Stretton,  town  clrrk,  should  carry  the  said  surrender 
(when  Kcnlcd)^  and  humbly  preoent  the  same  to  his  Miycsty  in 
the  name  of  tlie  curporati'on.    The  mayor  nud  the  jurat,  etch 
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Tv«  dsj»  after  tkii  (^cpc 

a   aneakUr,  amm  B-ai-v^ 
•w  a«M'«itk  die 

BOOT  oT  Ae  satiBBdB  vas  leuMiJei  la  cW  aovrml' 

^  Know  !■  wto,  hv  ^or  pnaata.  tfaai 
jnrats,  and  coasMsadty  of  iW  ■■>»<««  town  ui> .  ^■ 
the  cosaty  of  Snaaex  (of  ihr  [Aenk»  ^if  ikc  Km^ 
Gbok  nttt),  haiiaa  ■•  pririiK  or  pomU '  ' . 
or  Charter  horn  kit  H^MCj  ar  aay  <if  hi?   '■' 
aaUe  predeoeMon,  kn^i  md  quecac  of  tii! 
luMnrlcce  (for  wtid  «e  ban  male  difiemi  se^    .  - 
fe  £i«n  pwd  canws  and  caaaUenbatis  ii> 
cUIlj  toono^,  at  a  fiill  fepMr  of  ui  baldcu  .». 
OwliihanortiiesudtovBaad  port,  br  our  niuuu' 
■lul  BMcot,  hare  miieixicred  aad  y»Mgd  a[< 
pnWDU  do  fneiw,  fuUr,  and  abaokilelT  tan«ii< 
ttnio  mtr  SoTcragn  Uari  Junes  11,  bj  tli«  Grac 
England,  Sootlaxult  Fnuxx.   and  iR-taml.    Vin?. 
Uic  (aith,  &c^  all  axul  sifiEular  our  i 
duae»,and  immutiioeswbatMcrer  bdi>ti):iii£  ii 
port ;  and  to  the  Baraas,  inbatnbuit*,  and  irr> 
to  dtbcr  or  anjr  of  theoi,  and  vbi^  now  arc  ot  e  i 
at  any  tine  l^retoToK  irerr  bad  and  enjond  h\ 
or  any  of  tfarm  ;    ritbcr  br  the  gnteni  Cbarur  to  Ui 
Porta,  ancient  tonus,  and  thrir  mraibcn,  or  by  any  pri '. .. . 
parttcuUr  leUc-n  pat«at  or   Chortrr    wbataoevrr;    or    in 
ciutoro.  presrriptioo,  or  othrrvisr  howioertr;   tr_-  "' 
viitli  nil  anil  every  our  Cbartcr  and  Cbattcn  (If  u 
be  found)  by  which  ire  have  or  ought  to  enjoy  the  ftAwl 
franchUes  and  immunities,  or  any  of  them.     And  aU-  • 
snid    mayor,  jursLs  and  commonalty   for  the  coustdiuati 
aforesaid,  by  like  couscnt  and   assent  bavc    ^^iit"'    -"■' 
rendered,  and  by  tbeae  presents  do  fullyi  frv^-Ir.  iii 
grant  and  surrender  unto  our  uid  Sorereigu  Lonl  iv: 
and  his  aucceBBon,  all  and  siuKular  our  land?*  tcticmci. 
and    prolits  whatsoever,  sicuaip,  lying  and  bctog  w. 
liberty  of  the  Mid  town  and  port,  or  elsemhcre  to  t>c 
tmldcn  lo  our  said  Sorereign  Lord   King  James  II. 
cenors  and  awifcns  for  ever.     In  witncM  Mht-rral^  wc  ;,-■ 
Diavor,  jurnts,  and  commonnlty  of  the  oTonsaid  town   nut' 
of  lty«!  Itavc  caused  our                          '         '      '    . 
Dated  at  Kye  aforcMid,  i. 
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ofthcrri);!!  of  our  Sovereign  Lnrd  James  11  (by  the  ktucc 
:Go(lt   of  Knclaml,   Scolluna,   I'mncxr,  and    lirlnitd.    King, 
'  'l'  tlir  r'aicli,  &c. ,  (iiin<)<|ii<:  tlnmini,  )(M6." 
■^im-  iiii'i'tiiig  ihf  following  petition  was  read  nnd 
IwUcrcd  w  bv  recorded,  via: 

"To  the  Kind's  most  excdtent  M^osty. — The  humljlc  jMili- 
|6on  or  III*  niBjor,  jurats,  and  comroonaliy  of  your  Majfety'* 
iMicirnt  town  and  purl  uf  Kyc,  iu  tlic  (.■ouuty  of  Siifisex. 

^  Slionetb  tlial  your  |>etilioitors,  Wiii^  lii^hly  Bcnaibli;  of 
I  yi>  ity's  aliuiidanl  grace  and  favour  to  tlifiii,  and  being 

Cu'  Lo   iliKiiiaflveH,  itiat  tli<-y   may  Imvc   tnuisgresscd  in 

Ihc  itttivcmiiipiit  of  llie  saitl  town,  have  therefore  surrendered 
In  your  Majeaty  hII  their  Charters,  liberties,  privileges,  and 
iminuiutii-a  wrtmtsaevcr. 

^Jlumldy  Ix-MrL'hiug  your  Mt^etily,  out  of  your  nceustomed 
jfnuv  nnH  rlrrncnrv,  lo  be  j^TBcioiislv  pleased  lo  fn*'"!')  restore, 
Br  iTi  to  them  their  Maid  fmnehiscs  and  liberties,  with 

•u.  LtUotis  and  rcslriciionB,  as  to  your  Majesty,  in  yonr 

pnnefly  uiMliim,  ihtiU  aectn  meet." 

On  Seplcpiber  S^ith,  1685,  we  find  the  followitijc  entry, 
m,  t  "  This  cor^Miratioti  having  surrenderi^d  unto  bio  Mujosty 
aU  their  frinrbiaes,  &c. ;  and  having  ]>ctit!oncd  hla  MaJcBty 
lor  Ihr  n-vtnniti(ni  of  the  same,  it  is  this  day  lalcen  into  con- 
udcrotioii  hiiw  money  mIiuII  be  riiUed  lo  dcfriiy  the  eintrge  ttf 
our  i)e\t  Charter;  and  it  is  lhercu}H)n  thought  Ht  nnd  accord- 
Ln^ly  onlcred,  that  a  letter  be  prepared  and  sent  furthwith  to 
our  hnnorable  burgesses,  pniying  their  favour,  that  they  will 
pleoae  Dt  present  to  deposit  so  miteh  moucy,  as  will  be  siif- 
ficirnt  to  uclray  the  Kaicl  ehargc  (n  hich  is  supposed  will  amount 
lo  pounds  or  titcrcabuut),  and  that  this  cor- 

pitraiitm  shall  give  them  such  security  for  repayment  thereof 
u  Ibey  shall  re<iuire." 

The  corporation  again  Diet  on  Xovember  dtb  of  this  year, 
ar.j'  '  '  d  the  fullowinf;  in  their  books:  "At  this  aHsi<nibly 
it  iered  how  money  shall  be  raised,  lo  defray  the  chaq^e 

F>'  [..-  i;;  hi«  Majesty's  panicular  Charter,  to  be  granted  to 
tij  ^  <  "t  ji'<ra(ioii ;  and  also  the  pr»portioi)  of  this  town  toward* 
Che  charjje  of  his  Majesty's  public  Charter,  lo  be  granted  to 
tlie  Ctnoue  Ports,  tuo  aneieiit  tonns,  and  their  members;  nnd, 
CMtkidenug  the  great  charge  thereof,  it  ia  disputed  whether  it 
be  ttei'dftil  to  have  such  particular  Charter,  since  ihU  eurporn- 
tion  never  hod  any  such  particular  Charier  fonnrrly  (lo  our 
ledge) ;  hut  it  being  itgniu  euiisidered  what  pnvilc<;('3i 
•utvuitngra  may  happily  be  ^rantcil  by  such  [larlieulur 
er,  aa  inat  this  whole  parish  of  Rye  may  be  incoq>orated 
iherto  never  was),  and  tliut  thi»  corporution  nay  have 
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power  thereby  to  make  a  ceiinin  ycai'ly  ratr,  Acot,  or  iniposiluin 
on  all  the  inbabitanta  and  nil  the  oovupicra  of  lands,  &c., 
wilhiii  tlic  libtrly  of  this  ciir|»umtii'U  (mil  exct'cdiiiir  twelve 
pL>nce  in  the  pound)  towards  defraying  the  public  chaffs 
thcrcuf.  It  is  llKTcupon  ordered)  by  lh!s  iu)scn>bly,  that  a 
letter  be  forthwith  sent  to  the  hoaorable  the  governor  of 
Dover  C'nstlf,  concerning  the  premises,  praying  his  answer; 
nnd  that  if  it  nppfared  hy  hi»  answer  that  sueh  privilr>pc»  will 
gniciotisly  be  grunted  by  his  Majesty,  that  then  this  corpora- 
tion will  speedily  raise  money  to  defray  such  charge  boihof 
such  private  and  public  Charter,  as  is  aforesaid." 

'I'bc  next  allusion  to  the  Charter  is  (jn  October  7 tb,  16H6, 
when  Chai-tes  Crouch,  Es<).,  mayor,  nas  elected  and  chosen  to 
go  to  D  meeting  of  the  ports,  held  at  Dover,  the  I'^th  iostanl, 
to  consult  of  several  mattei-a  and  tluDgs  relatiug  to  the  renew- 
ing of  the  grand  Chaiter. 

At  this  meeting,  at  D<iver,  it  would  seem  that  the  varioiu 
{ireliniinoriira  were  settled,  and  the  ucvv  Cliurtcr  wus  to  be 
forthwith  granted,  as  at  uti  nsKemhly,he1d?4ovemltcr  Hib,  Ifi86, 
**  It  was  ordered  that  the  chnmbcrtaiii  do  Inkv  up,  upon  ii)tcix'»t, 
for  the  use  of  this  corporation,  the  sum  of  twelve  pounds,  to 
remit  to  Mr.  Kennct,  of  Fe%*crsham,  the  ports  solicitor,  for  and 
louards  the  rciu-ving  of  the  grtind  Charter,  there  being  to  be 
raised  En  the  ports  and  members  immediately,  by  order  of  the 
jjons  meeting  at  Dover,  on  Oct.  Ivltli  last,  the  sum  of  i.']3** 
(viz,)j  that  is  to  say,  of  every  one  of  the  |>ort9  and  two  ancient 
lomis  twelve  pounils;  of  every  member,  except  Seaford,  ci^t 
]>outidB;  Seaford  six  pounds." 

Nolwiihstuiiding  the  above  onler,  seeming  to  imply  the 
Bcttletneiit  of  the  qnestion  of  the  ChArler,  there  still  seem  to 
have  been  difficuliiis  in  its  way;  for,  on  February  i9lh,  l(iS7, 
Charles  Crouch,  ICsq.,  mayor,  nnd  Mr.  .lohn  Spfline,  a  freeuiui, 
were  chosen  (o  go  to  a  general  meeting  of  the  ]>ort»,  two 
ancient  towns,  and  their  members,  to  considt  of  Buch  mattcri 
and  things  as  will  be  oBcred  toivards  inserting  and  renewing 
the  general  Charter. 

From  (his  time  wc  can  trace  nothing  further  respecting  the 
Charter,  but  we  may  conclude  that  the  general  or  ^ml 
Charter  was  now  renewed,  and  that  no  particular  one  was 
granted  for  the  town  of  Itye  alone,  whence  it  results  that  lljc 
never  had  a  Charter  of  incorporation,  but  that  it  waa  n  cur- 
poTBtion  bv  prescription. 

Although  Charles  II,  in  his  gf^neral  Charter,  alluded  to 
variouH  iithcrs,  granted  by  hia  pnTdecesiurH,  Eduuid  the  Con- 
toMr,  William  1,  William  II,  Henry  II,  Uiehard  I,  John, 
•nd  tlcnry  II  I,  still  it  is  not  till  wc  couic  to  that  of  Edwartl  1, 
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Med  an  June  l7tli,  1277,  thiit  wc  find  any  particiiIariMtion 
fthe  viirious  rights  and  privileges,  which  the  Cinque  PorU 
lod  enjoyed  from  tin;  titiic  orKdward  ilic  Cimfessor,  in  whom 
eign  they  are  suppniied  tn  have  tiud  ihtir  uriftiu.  And  the 
casan  of  this  omission  |irobably  w  aa  the  loss  ut  iiiAtiy  of  the 
Charter*,  to  which  nllusiou  is  made  by  (iu«cu  l-Uizaheih  in 

te  one  g;nuited  by  her,  in  these  wortls:  "And  ulii^mix  divers 
fthe  mo9t  aiicieut  Charters  and  letters  patmits,  made  to  the 

«ron9  of  the  ssid  Cincjue  Portit,  in  thitt  bi;hulf,  H9  also  in  the 
nrulineiit  uf  the  »im<.-,  by  k-ngth  nnd  triict  of  lung  Lime  and 
luny  ages,  or  otherwise,  utk  jivrudicit  and  utterly  worn  out, 
Ml,  or  dt-cnyL-d.'* 

Befurc  reverting  to  the  content*  of  the  tir«t  Charter  of 
Idword  1  (.for  he  ;;nuitcd  three  altogether),  ne  miiAt  oHer  a  few 
■roliminory  remnncs,  to  the  ctfcct  that  althongh  this  little  work 
rofc^scs  to  be  n  history  of  Rye,  yet  this  is  so  mixed  up  with 
hat  of  the  Cinque  Forts  in  geiicrul  that  it  is  impossible,  ut  ull 
lUnes,  to  keep  tl>em  separate.  Thus,  the  Charters  being 
nnied  to  the  whole  of  the  Cinque  Porta  and  ancient  towiiH 

E>lle<^uvely,  it  was  necessary  to  insert  lliem  at  len(;ih,  as  it  was 
Dt  {HjaHible  to  exlmct  a  gmrt  relating  tu  Kyc  alone.  Out  of 
UK  ui'iiie^  the  necessity  of  gt>ii)g  buck  to  the  origin  of  the 
'inque  Port*,  and  thowing  what  they  were  anil  why  they  were 
odtnTcd  with  such  prcal  privik-^es.  The  .v>uth-casiem  coasts 
f  Ktigliind  have  alwnys  Ixrn  the  most  vnlmrablc  partit,  for  wc 
nd  that  so  far  back  as  the  time  of  the  Itomans,  the  Saxons 
lade  their  incursions  here;  it  was  in  these  parts  also  thai  the 
>iUies  annoyed  the  Saxons,  when,  after  the  departure  of  the 
Eotnans.  they  became  the  masters  of  the  eountiy ;  and  here 
he  Xcrmans  made  thoir  landing  when,  by  the  battle  of 
liutingN  they  succeeded  I  he  Saxons. 
To  prevent  theM  ineur^ttons,  the  Komana  cutablished  the 
ve  fortretica  of  lU-giilbiura,  near  Reculvers.  at  (be  north- 
-p\l  nngle  of  the  Isle  of  'liianel ;  of  Kutnpia?  (the  modern 
Eichborongh),  near  Sandwich,  at  the  iwulh-cusi  c«>nier  of  the 
line  ;  of  Dover,  of  Lim,  anil  of  Anderida,  all  in  the  county  of 
cnt.  Over"  these  was  plticeJ  an  offictr  to  conitnandj  called 
he  Count  of  the  Saxon  .Shore.  This  to<ik  place  in  the  fifth 
ntury.  Some  have  eupposed  (and  ycry  n^iuoiiabty.  as  w« 
bink)  that  these  live  foru  were  the  origin  of  the  Five  Ports  or 
innque  Port*.  Here  Mere  five  forts  erected  for  the  exprcM 
MtrfMse  of  defending  the  south-eastern  coasts  from  the  incur- 
on*  of  foreign  foes  ;  and  six  hundred  years  afterw'ards 
jdwanl  the  Confc&sor  incorporated  the  aauic  number  of  ports 
tbe  luae  south-eastern  roast,  and,  wherever  the  unaltered 
te  of  the  country  would  idlow,  some  of  the  very  same  pUeea, 
thus,  Sondtvich  took  the  place  of  Rutupia.' ;  Dover  retained 
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its  oriKinal  position;  Ilyllic  siicretlwl  to  Lini;  while 
and  Hastings  ucrc  scW-tci)  lo  supply  the  Iims  of  llq 
and  AndL-rida,  from  tliv  laltcr  of  which  tlir  sea  lied  t' 
stdcrabty  recodcd      And  it  is  rather  lingular,  as  still 
this  as  a  vuliicralle  part  o(  the  kin^duiu,  that  in  this 
year  (1M4)  a  comnussion  haa  been  issued  by  the  Gov 
for  th«  express  purpose  of  selecting  the  best  siluulioas  oa 
very  BDiith-eatilL-rii  cuu&t,    for  the  furmution  of  hartioii 
refuge,  inUi  which  vrsM-lR  may  niti   ut   all   timtx  df  tide, 
prnlection  from  cnnlrnn,-  winds  and  storms,  iiiul  also  in  tiin 
war  from  (.-iiptun^   by   the  cnt-my,   for  the  iiliiiiiiii)};  nf  wh 
latter  object   the  commiHsioners  are  particularly    directed  to 
choose  sttch  localities  as  n»y  ofi'cr  eood  ciipnbiliti<?s  of  dcft-occ. 

Thus  wc  see  that,  during  a  period  of  Jaurtecn  hiindrcdj:ears^ 
this  coast  has  betn  and  is  still  the  weak  pointed  the  kingdom. 
We  have  seen  Kfculvcrs,  Kichborough,  I,im,  and  Anderida 
superseded  by  Sandwich,  llytlie,  Romncy,  and  Hastings  (to 
which  were  atlerwiirdg  added  Kye  and  Wiiichctseuj,  aud  uow 
theae  in  their  turn  bid  fair  to  be  replaced  by  some  npota  at 
present  more  favoured  by  nature,  and  which  may  enjoy  their 
new-  privilej^es,  until,  in  the  lapse  of  ages,  they  may  be  com- 
pcllixl  to  yield  to  «ome  more  fortunate  rivals.  Of  all  the 
places  above cnumcratcd,DoverhR» remained  the Irnst changed, 
and,  should  a  harbour  of  refuge  be  formed  there,  bids  fair  to 
retain  her  proud  pre-eminence  lor  many  Bites  yet  to  eomc. 

liuvinir  tbue  endeavoured  to  trace  out  the  early  origin  of  tlie 
Cinque  FortB,  we  will  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 
services  which  the  Barons  and  good  men  were  called  upon  to 
perform,  in  return  fur  the  valuable  privih-gvs  with  whicli  they 
were  endowed,  and  then  of  thuscprivik-gcs  tbcniMelvcH 

Kdward  the  First,  in  his  first  €imrtcr,  says,  "  Know  yc,  that 
for  the  faithful  Mi-vice  which  our  Barons  ol  the  Cinque  Ports 
have  hitlierlo  done  to  our  predccrs&nrs,  Kings  of  Rnglmid,  aud 
lo  us.  in  our  late  army  of  Wales,  and  for  their  good  semces  lo 
tis  and  our  hrir^.  Kings  of  England,  fnithfiilly  to  be  continued 
ill  time  to  come."  Further,  "  ho  also  that  the  said  Barons  and 
their  lieire  do  lo  us  aud  our  heirs,  Kings  of  KiigUtid,  yearly 
their  full  eervice  of  fifty-seven  ships,  at  their  coats,  for  fifteen 
davs,  at  the  summons  of  us  or  of  our  heirs." 

'iTiere  was  also  uiioiber  service  required  of  the  Barons,  which 
UH8  to  attend  on  the  King  and  Queen  at  iht^ir  resjiective  coro- 
nations,  when  they  held  the  canopy  over  their  heads;  biit, 
though  iitlcnded  doubtless  with  some  cx|>en!ie,  the  hoDOur 
might  be  considered  hs  counterbalanciug  the  service. 

Though  Kdwuril  I  rceugnir^Jt  the  land  services  of  the  ports 
before  those  of  the  sen.  we  shall  first  notice  the  latter,  as  Iwingt 
undoubtedly,  of  the  greatest  importinev.     It  was  for  the  uke 
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Unit,  owing  lo  ihdr  nxarilimc   siliiatioil,    they  were 

<i-  DOrtA  ncrc  to  RaA  lifYy-»cvrn  shi|is,  but  of  wlint  Hurt  of 
Hiey  werr,  whnl  was  their  build,  tbcir  rif;.  or  their 
?,  nc  have  unfortunately  but  litilc  information,  and  tlii» 
nm  com|jlct<r,  to  giiiik-  iii^.  Anil  this  is  tlie  more  to  be 
Med,  M-hcn  wc  mayfeirly  ronclude  that  Jeake  might  have 
Sed  our  curiosity  on  ibis  liead;  for  having  bcvn  burn  in 
thai  is,  two  ycara  before  the  secession  of  Charles  I, 
Se  second  year  of  vt■how^  reiK'!,  a.ii.  I6j(i,  thf  ports  filled 
Ittt'O  acninnble  xhijjs,  he  tniust  have  had  im  npport unity  of 
seeing-  them,  and  «»  in  15^8,  and  ii::^t!n  in  li>!)o,  thry  hnd  fitted 
out  five  .ihiiM,  he  mi(cht  even  have  »cen  tbcni,or  at  all  events, 
tn^it  liuvc  conversed  with  some  of  the  mvn  u  bo  bad  served 
in  tlicm.  Bnt  as  he  died  and  made  no  tugn,  we  miint  content 
ourselves  nitb  such  mcdprc  nintcriflh  as  we  (ire  able  to  collect. 
On  one  side  of  the  town  seal  of  live,  and  aUo  oa  a  suiatl 
euin,  wbieh  i^«uL-d  from  tlio  mint  tif  the  sinne  plaeo,  in  ihc 
yenr  l<X>H,  ia  cti;^raved  a  Rbip  in  full  sail.  Hhe  has  ibrcc  inaaia 
uid  i»  square-rigged,  witb  a  bij^h  poop  and  a  high  prow,  at  the 
former  siandu  a  man  l)i;ariiig  a  baniter,  wliil4>  the  former  is 
tonicd  up  round  without  any  Imvrsprit.  In  this  rvitpcct  it 
resetnblcs  tlic  vciucl  c-iigritvrd  on  liiv  coin  u\'  Kilivard  III, 
a  mw  noble,  and  the  still  more  ancient  jralleys  uf  the 
If  the  ship  ensnived  on  the  Rwd  ami  coin  uf  Kyc 
b  to  be  considered  as  a  fair  rcprcsentution  of  the  sort  provided 
by  this  toi^n,  still  it  cannot  be  tak^n  as  that  of  all  the  other 
Ciaquc  Port*,  for  on  tlic  seal  of  Winchclsea  is  cn^r&ved  a  vessel 
with  only  one  mast,  with  (he  head  and  &ivrn  buth  turned  up 
very  bigh,  and  in  eaeh  of  which  there  seems  to  Im  a  kind  of 
lunrer  or  castle,  a  wooden  buildin;;  with  an  cmbuttlud  top,  from 
which  tlic  tighling  lOon  of  the  ahtii,  whether  itmivd  with  bows, 
ipears.  or  anpirbitscs,  discharged  thdr  wen{)uns  at  their  foes; 
and  it  is  from  thrsv  cii.tttrs  (hat  the  mottern  n.tme  <if  forecastle 
ii  ajiptied  to  the  fore  {Mirt  of  a  vessel  to  distinguish  it  froiu 
what  was  formerly  (hi*  stern  or  nftor-eostle,  In  the  engraving 
of  the  lar*,-!:  Bhip,  wbicU  Henry  VII  built,  called  the  (Jreat 
Harry,  aiid  said  lo  be  the-  first  ship  the  Slate  ever  posiiessed, 
arc  rt-'prescntcd  four  tarfie  castica,  two  in  the  fore  and  two  in  the 
after  part,  though  neither  extend  so  far  forward  as  the  bow* 
nor  so  far  aSt  -m  the  stern. 

The  Kals  of  Hythe  and  Komncv  exhibit  respectively  a  ship 
umilar  to  thalof  VVinrlu'l^'ii.  A  picture  of  a  sailing  ship  in 
the  tbirtccniti  century  cshibits  onlv  one  matt  and  one  lur^e 
ton  of  lug-sail,  the  bend  and  stern  both  Inmcd  up  high,  with 
no  rudder  and  no  bowsprit;  a  man  ut  the  bowa  'm  rowing  for 
the  purpose,  1  suppose,  of  steering  lier.     The  common  seal 
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of  TV«n),B  Comnl,  vUdi  VH  iampontcdbr  Kin^  Joho, 
hean  a  »^^  TTfT  Msikr  to  that  «if  Bre.  Slie  bw  tlire«  masts, 
iqini«rig^Ed,aKSTl^EliilEiB»nAaSiBdanlpheed  Uicreoo, 
ft  TCfT  low  bead,  nd  as  faMn^k. 

FnNH  Uic»efe»pwtkyli*»g— tinve  ovrnaderE  to  draw 
UkR'  tnm  eeocfanon*,  aolr  liweniiig  that  it  does  not  appear 
Gtom  tbcM  tlut  the  Cmifat  IVma  were  cmfined  to  »ny  one 
wufov  staadHd  ia  the  A^  w«fc  vfcadi  the;  serrtd  the  love* 
rane  of  the  eoanxrr, 

Oa  ncciviaga  kJiwwim  of  farnrdtys  fi«n  the  kinjr.  the 
pons  were  to  wgwnhle  at  the  nMOEreiB  mmed,  and  there 
tern  him  with  their  fiftv-«mn  sbips  fcr  the  s|mcc  of  tifteeD 
dv^  at  their  own  espense  ;  end  tf  the  ^oag  detaiued  them 
bevoiid  this  time,  then  be  «as  to  pn-  them.  Each  ship  waa  lo 
canTaataMcr,a  cwortaMr,  ty<wjr-ooe  wear  aaJ  a  boy.  To  llus 
aornce  loc  pofta  woe  nooe  SaaiB  ciuj  nan 

Or^pnaQy  thete  shipt  were  faoad  br  the  fin  Potts  in  the 
aiOmio^  pnfKKtianat 

a«l.  (Mhm.  U^  B«i«>  TiMrt. 

-      U  «1  411  SI  M4 

U  «  III  U  Mt 

ft  M  lU  X  ItO 

Il3lh»     .        .        .           5  W  lU  S  IM 

Hi— U      .        .        .        *  !•  I<U  «  IW 

Tatal  at  IM  lit!  SI  )M8 

'nii»  acownt  didVn  a  little  fioot  Jcdte,  trf  our  havine  added 
1 1 A  otHctn,  whom  ire  eoaiidtf  to  have  been  orer  sna  abun 
the  Dicn  and  hor»  ;  fc>r  the  cxprecaion  01  mea  and  one  boy  can 
hudly  be  ooiuitdeRd  as  bicludinL'  the  officrn.  When  Wia- 
ehdsca  and  Rtc  wot  endow  eU  with  the  ari\ile^s  thr^-  nrrt 
nliartuti  to  lliixiin$r%  to  assist  bcr  in  finoiim  her  twentT*one 
sliips;  and  when  certain  mcmben  were  added  to  the  difnirat 
|Kirt5,  ihc  account  Mauds  thus  in  the  Uth  oTHeniy  III,  a.d. 

WincMww Iff 

Rj t 

B.- (  OU  Kamnn-  ProaUB,  I^^OmrMow,  aad  J  . 

^  "     (      IViic«iwi»h 1  ' 

IllUn  -                 ff8.i  liiU* i 

DoM-t  •  .        Fetintaao,  PMnfeM.  Manntc        .        -        ■  91 

SiMlwkli  .        FMavkfc,  bcabH,  Stfw.  Stotnf .  a-l  Drd  * 

Ti>U A1 

Tlii»  a<T«tint  diflim  Cram  tlie  fonncr,  in  a  uumber  of  mrmbcn 
>  *  'ddwl  to  till-  Cini|uc  Pons,  in  th.-  erection  of  Winclicl*** 
I  into  anctcDt  loKtis  endowed  with    the  aainc  privileges 
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e  Cinque  Ports,  And  Rndinf;  fifteen  out  of  tlie  twenty-one 
o rigi II sUy  found  b^~  Ilaitlirigtt   nloiiv.      In    tlu- Tact   nt'  Old 


III  the 

Wmcliplsi-a  till iug  out  ten  shijia,  we  iliscover  the  strong  but 
only  jiroof  «-c  have  ever  incl  with  of  tin*  Importmioc  of  thix  an- 
cient town  ;  for  that  the  Winchclsi'ii  here  mentioned  is  the  old 
town  ia  clear  from  die  fact  (hut  New  VVinchel«va  was  not  founded 
until  the  year  Vi>i'2t  being  't\i  ycun  atlcr  the  date  of  the  account 
here  above  given. 

As  ve  are  now  diBcitsaing  the  contents  of  the  Charter  of 
Edvrard  I,  we  ought  not,  aeeording  to  the  strict  rules  of  chn>- 
ao]ogy,  to  add  nnyihin;;  moru  at  present,  on  the  Kubicct  of  the 
sea  •ervice  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  nnHent  towns,  nna  members  ; 
but  u  our  renders  moy  probnbly  prefer  an  unbroken  and  suc- 
cinct history  of  this  hmnch  of  our  work,  wc  shall  proceed  at 
onc«  to  bring  it  dovn  to  the  present  time,  and  then  diami»s  it 
altogether. 

The  above  proportions  have  been  som.ttnirs  changed  by  the 
portsmcn  themselves,  uho  have  consented,  at  the  same  time,  to 
■  surplusage  of  five  ships  and  a  half ;  and  under  this  arriing«- 
meiit  the  several  Cinque  Ports,  ancient  towns,  and  corporate 
members  found  the  alup»  as  under,  viz. : 


) 


I 


Sblr*. 

Shiu. 

lliulitt^         • 

•     »» 

^■laraiJ           4 

-     U 

Wlwli^iea 

i 

I'"".t-'i^^   ■ 

'1 

RjB 

•     4 

Triitcnlp'i    ■ 

-    » 

RMMIBr     • 

3* 

l.)iH 

3 

Ultfce    . 

>     3 

Piilkalnna    • 

-     »1 

DoTrr 

20 

PmenltKni 

1 

Samlwlrh 

IVJ 

Fiirdwkli      - 

•   0! 

<l| 

lot— ToUl,  Sll 

This  arrnngcmcnt  must  have  taken  place  tome  timcsubwqueiit 
to  the  time  nf  Kdw-anl  IV:  in  the  lattcrpart  of  whose  reign 
Tmterdcn  was  united  to  llye.  And  as  this  Is  stated  by  Jeake  to 
be  the  last  accoimt  which  he  had  seen,  we  must  leave  ii  thus, 
unable  to  say  exactly  bow  long  it  lasted. 

In  the  general  CharUT  of  Charlts  [1  are  mcntloneJ  ihe  names 
of  the  (_'ini|ue  Purtfi,  the  auricnl  towns,  and  their  members,  dis- 
linpiiishiiiK  which  of  the  latter  are  corporate  and  which  are  not  j 
and  ^hicb  arc  as  lullons,  \-iz. : 


an^DB  I^Mt«. 

Ranno 


t  IViRBMK  and  ScafonI  an*  cM)>anil»  1o 

'  Bnl'itbrllk,  Peilt  Ihiin,  IM-lMiy,  llMkcahoam, 

(,  (SrviKti,  arc  nvl  con^nlo 

}  Prunirtitll,  Olil'iUininry,  llainprnonh,  Onrnd 
(  alunr,  not  cor|wnle 

Carry  bmtil 


r 


] 


to 
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Cinque  PoiU. 


iriti«  . 


Dorar  - 


!tDllllwl<'II  - 

Anclmt  1'(n*n». 
WlntrLrlm   . 


Mcubnr*. 

Vroiighl  (ormTi 

VCmt  Hitbe  nolcaiyonto 
PollLilone  and  fvmttbmm  u«  tatpanlm  to 
nntnir,   SU    JolinS,  rioraaand,    DaKtiiBgt«n  i 
t'oiM),<icH'aodcliUick,Sl.  Pein'*,  If  inj^nkntn, 

Ringwaltl,  me  unt  cvrpoiRtr 
r  Fonlw-ich  U  corponle  ta 

^  n'almcr,  Urml.  Ranu^Ie,  Slonef.  ttaiT,  Bii(hl< 
C,  lliigMii,  mt»  not  cMiiorkte 


Mnrs 

Rl> 


=1 
■i 


I* 

4 

II 


Teiitvni«ii  la  coiyortt*  lo 


I'wtal 


■ 


Belwi'CH  Ihc  (lalt  of  the  account  in  the  time  of  Henrj- III 
bikI  iKiK,  Iwiiig  a  period  of  ^.'{9  vears,  » e  find  tliat  Pt-iviiscn 
ind  St-iifoni  vfcrc  incorporalcd  «ith  Hasiiiigs,  Lydil  with 
Romiicry,  Folk-Hloncaud  Feversham  Willi. Dover,  F«rdwich  with 
Sandwich,  and  Tcnlcrdcn  was  made  a  member,  and  corporate 
lo  Kyc. 

From  the  former  list  of  member*  uttacbcd  to  Hastings  vc 
find  the  name  of  Nortliye  is  withdrawn.  To  Rover,  on  the 
contrary,  arc  added  the  lolluwing  new  members,  viz.  St.  John's, 
(JoreEviid.  Burchiugton  Wood,  or  Woodchiireh,  St.  Peter'a, 
Kiitgsdown,  Slid  Uiiipvold.  To  Uyc,  Tenlcrden;  and  toSund- 
wirli,  Rnmsgatc,  Wulmcr,  and  Bright lingsca,  while  from  the 
latter  is  withdrawn  Recidver. 

I  lovinf*  thus  seen  what  the  services  were  that  were  demanded 
tif  the  |)ort»,  \\e  wilt  proc-ecd  to  show  at  what  limes,  and  in  what 
manner,  they  Mere  performed. 

Jeakc  observed,  and  justly,  as  we  think,  thai  it  was  the 
i>|>inion  of  many  that  one  of  the  duties  imposed  u]ron  the 
('iii<|ii<;  I'urtswas  thatof  ^anliii};  the  iiiurow  aeaa  from  pirates 
iiifrstinj;  the  coasts,  and  thai  they  wei-e  thus  employed  at  times 
ia  evident  fn>m  the  followiiii^  extract  firom  Inglis'a  'Channel 
laluiide,' ^'iz- :  "Subsequently  to  the  reign  of  Edward  III  8ark 
became  a  nest  of  pirates,  who  were  lung  the  scourge  of  the«e 
seaa:  but  an  expedition  against  them  was  fitted  out  from  Kj-e 
and  Winchclsea,  and  the  pirnlcs  uiid  their  vessels  were  de- 
Hlroyed,  niid  from  that  period  until  the  reign  of  Kdward  VI 
the  i»lc  vas  agaio  uninlmbited." 

A.U.  ]'2\Si.  King  John,  in  hia  retirement  in  the  lale  of 
Wi^ht,  WDN  almrMt  foroaken  uf  all  his  kingdom,  save  the  ahl|M 
and  inariitere  pf  the  Cinque  Ports,  with  which  he  accured  him- 
aelf  till  he  reonvcre<l  all  again. 

A.L).  l'.^17.     hi  Ihe  bcgiiiuing  vt  the  reign  uf  Henry  111 
the  porta  nrtncd  forty  lull  ships  nnd  put  Uiem  to  nva  under  the 
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txwnmand  of  Hubert  cle  Bm:po  (then  warden  of  the  Cinque 
Port*  and  cAnmiiindLT  of  Dover  Castle),  who,  meeting  with 
e^btr  Kail  of  French  ships  coming  to  aid  Lewis  (the  French 
king's  eldest  son),  gave  them  a  most  courageous  encuimter, 
wherein  he  took  some,  sunk  others,  and  discoiulited  the  rest. 

In  1'223,  \2>5,  sad  I'3'J6,  llcniy  III  received  gre^t  aasistaace 
from  the  porw,  having  written  to  them  w  fit  out  douhle  their 
proper  number  of  slii|ts,  promising,  at  the  same  time,  that  this 
should  not  hereafter  be  considered  a  precedent. 

In  I'JiW  or  1^94,  in  the  reign  of  Edwanl  I,  one  hundred  sail 
of  the  ports  navy  fought  nt  »eii  with  »  ereat  fli-ct  o!'  French 
iihins,  of  whom  (notuithiitnndiiig  great  odils)  they  slew,  look, 
nna  sank  so  many  that  Prance  was  thereby  for  n  long  season 
after,  in  u  manner,  destitute  both  of  seamen  and  shipping. 

In  I3'i6,  being  the  tenth  of  Eduard  III,  tlie  nuvy  of  the 
ports,  together  with  other  vessels  taken  up  for  that  service, 
under  the  command  of  Geffrey  de  Say.  »dmiml  of  the  sea,  from 
tbc  tiiuuth  of  the  Thames  to  the  southern  and  western  parts, 
defended  the  sea  and  hindered  the  bringing  of  succours  from 
foreign  paru  to  the  king's  enemica  in  Scotland. 

In  August,  13J0,  there  was  a  memorable  sea  fight  off  Win- 
chclMra,  when  Edward  III  and  his  Hon,  the  Black  Prinee, 
defeated  a  greatly  superior  fleet  under  Don  Carioa  dc  Ui  Cerda; 
though  nothing  is  here  »nid  abuut  thl^  Cinque  Ports  shijM 
bein?  engaged,  we  can  have  no  hesitation  in  concluding  that 
(he  Knglish  fleet  consisted  chiefly  of  these,  aa  the  king  possessed 
no  other  at  the  lime. 

In  lU/'J,  being  the  forty-<ixth  of  Edward  III,  the  Earl  of  Pem- 
bnike  having  set  sail  villi  nn  army  on  hoard  his  fleet,  for  Bor* 
deniis,  was  inlerceptwl  at  sea  and  taken  prisoner  with  liis  whole 
army  hy  Henry,  king  of  Caslile.  It  was  to  (his  tlcct  wc  suppose 
tlie  fuUowing  circiimnlaiice  to  relaf  c :  "  Sir  Kobcrt  de  Plumpton 
having,  in  obedience  to  the  king's  wishes,  embarked  on  board 
fleet.  WAS  fliiddcnly  seized  with  a  serious  illness,  which  ren. 
_  d  him  unable  to  pursue  his  voyage,  in  consequence  of 
vrhich  he  re^iucstcd  to  be  put  on  shore  at  the  town  of  Rye,  as 
more  fullv  appears  by  the  letter*  of  Simon  Burgh,  constable  of 
Hoehester  Castle,  sent  to  the  Court  of  Chancer^',  on  the  receipt 
of  which  a  writ  was  issued  to  th«  mayor  and  hailitfa  of  Rye  to 
MEonerd,te  him  from  blame,  and  instructing  them  to  allow  him, 
together  with  John  Heton  his  est|uire,  and  his  two  valcta, 
loretnrn  home  with  all  his  equipage  uumoli-sted." 

In  l3Hli  and  1387,  Wing  the  tenth  and  elivt-iith  of  Richard  II, 
the  Pons  navy  was  ordered  to  assemble  at  Sandwich. 

In  M06,  the  sixth  of  the  rvign  of  llenr)-  IV,  the  navy  of  the 
Cinque    Porta,   commanded  by  Henry    Payc,  surprised  one 
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handred  and  tvcnty  ships  brloDpng  to  the  Fremih,  all  bdcn 
wilb  DO  worse  uirrcliaiKlii^o  thaa  ult,  iron,  uni}  oil. 

In  NI6,  Henry  V  ciipiiired  Harflcur,  and.  if  wc  may  j\tif^ 
from  the  ac«>in|>aiiyi(ig  document,  the  Port»  nhips  wttt  cn- 
p^ei  in  the  L-x|K-dition,  and  CMiccially  those  ixl  <?t 

when  the   kiug:,  beiii^  short  ot  money  (o  pay  lht::i,  ..: in 

Jjcwels  in  pawa  with  the  mayor,  baililf,  and  commoDBlty,  until 
aueh  lime  as  he  was  able  tn  pay  their  wapes. 

Id  1421,  the  itm(h  of  Ucnry  V,  the;  licet  naa  summoned  lo 
be  ready  at  Sandwich. 

In  1436,  the  foitrtccnlh  of  HcnrvVl,ihe  Ports  bod  emnmotii 
to  fi[  out  their  whole  number  of  ships,  to  (»  ready  at  Windidaea 
by  the  Feaat  of  St.  Gcorg*?,  which  is  Aiirll  ^3. 

Thefiitiog  out  of  this  fleet  might  lie  the  reason  of  Menry  VI 
granting  the  pnnlon  to  the  lowri  of  Uyc  in  the  fulloiviug  ye»r, 
I4')7,  though  what  the  inhabitants  had  done  to  incur  hi»  M«- 
jcaly's  di^ipleagiure,  so  fnr  as  to  make  tbi«  pardon  ncceasaiTt 
there  is  nothing  on  the  fHcc  of  it  to  show. 

**  Henry,  hy  the  grace  of  God,  KinR  of  England  and  FrantM*, 
and  lord  of  Ireland.  To  all  bailiffs  and  tlicir  surctic*  to 
whom  the  present  letters  ahall  cume,  j^^reeting:  Know  ye,  that 
wc  of  our  special  K'nce,  and  at  the  Bpecia.1  requisition  of  tliv 
ComraonH  of  our  Icinirdom  of  England,  in  uur  last  parliament, 
and  uIno  with  the  assent  of  the  lonln  .t|iiriliial  and  teniporalf  in 
the  same  parliament  beiiifr*  have  pardoned  and  released  the 
mayor,  baihtr,  and  commonalty  of  our  town  of  Uye,  by  wluitovcr 
names  they  arc  rccogTiizcd,  of  all  kinds  of  trunafnt^ssioos. 
oScnee«,  misprisonx,  contrmpts,  and  impctichmeiits.  by  tlietn 
done  and  jH-rfonncd,  before  the  aecond  day  of  Sc]n   ■  to 

the  tenth  year  of  our  reign,  iiguinst  the  form  of  the  ;.:  .le 

lihcrlalibus  panuunim  et  rapicionim'  from  whence  puiiiKhmriil 
mij;ht  ensue,  aa  a  tine  and  rcdcoiption,  or  as  other  ]iccuuiary 
penalties  or  imprisonments,  notwithatanding  the  ataliiiu 
aforesaid.  ,\nA  moreover,  of  our  mere  niolii^n.  we  have 
pardoned  the  same  mayor,  batlitf,  and  commonalty,  the  ouit 
of  our  {iCflPC,  which  belmij;^  tu  us.  against  tlicm  tor  ull  kiudit 
of  treanon,  miirdi-n',  riipt-s  of  woineiii  rvbtlHons,  iusurretli'-ns, 
fnlunles,  conspirnries,  and  other  tninagrcssioittt,  otTcnccs,  ne- 
gtccta,  extorti»tij«,  miifpricons.  ignomnces,  conteinpia,  cimeeal- 
Dwnta,  nnd  deceptions,  by  them,  before  the  said  wcund  day 
of  September,  in  nny  mimner  nopvit  dune  or  performed.  And 
also  oullawries,  if  any  such  were  proclaimed  ngninst  them  on 
tlieae  oc^uiioiie,  and  thereof  l«  them  wc  grant  our  *«re  prnce. 
On  condition,  however,  that  the  same  mayor,  Iwilitt',  and  coin- 
roooalty  be  not  counterfeiters  of  (our)  iuu«d  modey,  end 


inuhi{tliers  of  the  coinat^,  ami  washer*  of  the  Rold  «iul  silver 
tniiiL-d  in  oiir  iniiil%  anil  clippi-rs  of  our  moncj,  inforinc-Di,  or 
nimiiiuD  ur  unlnriims  ihirvcs  or  felons  wlio  have  lx.-t'i!  guilty 
of  [XTJury.  So  ti»:iiit)ist!in(ltn{;  thul  they  may  stand  rij^hc  in 
■ur  cutirts,  if  Any  one  Mioiild  wish  tu  charge  anylhiiig  against 
Uiem,  ill  r<s*]K'ct  (o  the  premises,  or  any  of  them.  Ami  further, 
we  liave  piu'doned  and  relcuacd  to  the  same  muyor,  bailiff,  and 
c  ilty   all    kinds  of  eampea  of  felons.  chalteU  of  felons, 

i!  -'itivcs,  chattcU  of  ouUuws  and  of  ftluns  of  themselves, 

deodiuiiiji,  waste^i  iuipenchmenti,  and  all  kinds  of  nrtielcs  of 
joHmey,  desCnjciions  and  trBni-jfrcssions  of  vt-rt  or  vcniaon; 
wlo  of  ntiwli  within  tnd  without  forests,  nnd  of  any  other 
Uiin;^  wlutsocver,  Ijcfore  the  said  )H-cond  day  of  September, 
nithiii  uiir  kin^Iom  of  F.n^bnd  nnd  parts  of  Wnles,  arising  or 
ar  'i  iin  M  hence    punishment  mi;;hc  ensue    in   the  demand 

•i:  .  or  in  fine  and  rudemption,  or  in  other  pecuniary 

fic-iiaiiirs,  or  in  the  forlciturc  of  goods  and  chntteh,  or  in  im- 
priMinincnt^  or  amerciaments  of  the  commonalties  of  rills, 
or  of  indivithi&l  persons,  or  in  the  occupation  of  the  freehold 
of  those  who  have  never  transgressed,  as  of  heirs,  executory, 
or  tenants  of  lands  betttiiglng  to  cscheators,  shcrifls,  eoroners^ 
ai]d  other  .surh  kind  of  iwrsons,  and  in  all  that  which  to  us 
againHt  theni  may  perl»in,  for  the  cnutie!*  above  mentioned  ; 
■nil  also  all  kinds  of  gifts,  alienations,  and  purchases,  by  them, 
«f  lands  and  tenements,  holdcn  in  enpite  of  us,  or  otir  pro- 
lECnilors,  formerly  Kinga  of  England ;  and  also  the  gifls, 
»'.'  i:<s  and  purehases  in  mortmain,  made  and  had  without 

«  lieen&e.      Also  all  kinds  of  intrusions  and  entries,  by 

theu),  ni  their  inheritance  made,  in  ]>ai-t  or  in  «hule,  alter  the 
(Iruth  of  iheir  aiieenlors,  trithnut  the  due  proseention  of  the 
aame,  out  of  (he  mynl  hand,  before  the  same  xecond  day  of 
September;  iry^tlier  with  the  ixsueK  and  proBta  thereof  in  the 
mean  time  eniplnyed.  And  we  have  aUo  pardoned  and  released 
til  tin-  tnnw  miij'iir,  Ijiiilitf,  and  eommonalty  «U  kinds  of  fines 
adjndiaitcrl,  amereiantent»,  issues,  forleiturcs,  febmien,  ^outages; 
and  all  kinils  of  debts,  accounts,  arrears  of  farms,  and  of  ac- 
oiunts  lK-f'>rr  named,  lo  us,  biiurc  the  day  of  imr  coronation 
ID  Eiit-'lnnd,  in  any  manner  soever,  due  and  pertaininff,  except- 
ing uliogeiher  all  kinds  of  debta  and  accounts  due  (and) 
belonging  to  us,  which,  by  force  of  our  letters  iiatent,  or  of 
otir  urita  of  pri\y  »ial,  "exist,  cither  by  cstabliishniinDi  or 
saMgnmenlB  held  in  regard,  from  the  tirsi  day  of  the  kingdom 
of  Engliind.  And  moreover,  we  have  juirdoned  and  releaiie*!  to 
the  luime  mayor,  bailitl*,  nnd  commonalty  all  khids  of  actions 
(and)  demands,  which  we,  alone  or  in  conjunction  with  other 
persona  or  person,  cxiuld  have  had   against  ihem  before  ihe 


aforesaid  day  of  our  coronation.  And  also  outlawries  pro- 
ciuimcd  n^iiiMt  them  for  tutj  of  tli*.'  caunes  above  mentioned. 
Anil  fiirthiri-niore,  we  have  piuHoiit'd  »nd  released  to  the  same 
miiyor,  iHiililf,  nnd  commonalty  all  kinds  of  pciiallira,  before 
the  said  day  of  our  coronation^  forfeited  hcforr  us  or  before 
our  council,  chancellor,  treasurer,  or  any  <>f  our  judges,  fur  auy 
cauDc ;  and  all  other  penalties,  as  \rell  to  uh  as  to  our  most 
dear  father,  tlec^aecd,  for  any  cause,  bc^fore  the  albrcsuid  day 
of  our  coronauoii,  in  like  manner  forfeited,  and  to  be  Ic%-icd 
for  our  behoof,  and  all  kinds  of  Kcciirities  of  the  pcaee,  before 
the  sume  day  of  our  coronutiou>  forfeited.  Excepting  only  the 
entries  and  iatmsions,  on  the  lands  and  tenements,  upon  our 
possession,  in  our  demesne,  as  of  fee  or  as  of  freehold,  by  the 
same  mayor,  baililT,  and  commonalty  made ;  also  the  escapes 
uf  all  |>risoncrs  aoever,  and  other  iK-rKorDi  or  pcntoti,  from  our 
officer ;  of  record  committed  or  dchvered  to  Ix:  kept  in  i>rison ; 
and  all  kinds  of  Irunsgressions  and  offences  for  the  »)itatiiiii}f 
or  reception  of  apostolic  bulls,  against  the  form  of  the  statutes, 
l>eforc  these  limes  passed;  and  also  as  well  (be  tnnssreaaions 
which  our  widowa,  being  of  noble  station  and  dignity,  have 
done  in  martyinc ;  as  those  committed  by  their  husbnndit,  in 
contracting  mnmagc  with  them,  n-ithout  our  licence,  so  thai 
the  present  (lardoii  and  release,  as  far  as  n^lales  to  the  premiws 
or  any  of  them,  may  not  operate  to  llie  los*,  prejudice,  or 
dcrofrstton  of  any  other  person,  tlinn  ourself,  alone.  And 
moreover  of  our  tpeeial  grace,  and  at  the  requisition  afonrAaid, 
id  also  with  the  o&H-nt  aforesaid,  ve  have  pardoned  and 
leased  to  the  same  miivr,  1>nilifl',  and  commoiinlty  all  kinda 
of  the  duties  of  wars,  ami  wagers  nf  wars,  and  the  third  (re- 
demptions), and  the  (hirdit  of  the  ihird  rcdcmptionn  of  prisoners 
Ukcn  in  war,  and  of  all  other  kinds  of  profits  of  war,  to  the 
Lord  Henry,  late  King  of  England,  our  father,  up  to  the  day 
of  Ilia  dcocaae,  by  the  same  mayor,  bailiff,  and  commonalty 
lately  due,  also  all  kinds  of  iewi-ls,  which  were  of  our  same 
father,  to  the  same  mayor,  bailiff,  and  coinuioiialty,  for  the 
aecurily  of  the  Mngers  of  war,  for  the  voyages  of  our  said  father, 
against  the  town  of  llurtleur,  and  |jart4  of  t'raiiee  and  Nor- 
mandy, delivered,  mid  to  us  pertJitning  or  belonging,  unless 
to  the  sntnc  mayor,  baililf,  and  eomraonnlty  SJiciiifaetion  and 
contentment  shall  be  made  by  as,  within  the  year  iiesl  follow- 
ing, after  the  twenty -seventh  <lay  of  May  lost'  past,  of  all  that 
for  which  those  jewels  were  sodelivereii ;  so  always  ihat  the 
same  mayor,  bailiff,  and  commonalty  may  not  iti  folnre,  in 
any  manner,  demand  or  be  able  to  demand,  of  us  or  our  licirs, 
any  other  dcbta,  accurities,  regards,  demands,  or  burden*,  for 
wora  or  the  wagers  of  wars,  to  tbein,  by  reason  nf  any  retinue 
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of  nar  witfa  our  said  father,  or  of  nuy  otlicr  cauKc  of  vrwr,  for 
lh«  voya{»es  aforfsaul  competent,  or  In  become  competent, 
:pt  llic  clcljts,  securities,  regardsf,  (k-miuula,  and  burdens 
I  thorn :  far  tlit  custody  of  the  castle  and  town,  roada,  nnd 
marches  there,  in  tht-  time  of  our  said  father  cuttipcieiit ;  but 
that  wc  (and)  our  t>aid  heirs  of  those  debts,  seciiritice,  demands, 
and  burdens,  if  any  such  were  Inwiirds  the  b«forc-named  mayor, 
bailifi*,  aud  commonalty,  may  be  acquitted,  and  for  ever  al- 
together exoneraieil ;  in  witness  whereof  wc  have  caused  these 
our  letters  to  he  made  patent.  Witness,  ourRelf,  at  'WeKtminaler, 
(he  twenty-!»e»eiiih  day  of  July,  in  the  fitWnlh  year  of  our 
reign. 

*'  By  the  King  himself  in  parliament. 

"Stoptsdon." 

Id  1444,  being  the  twenty-third  of  Henry  VI,  tbe  town  of 
Sandwich  set  out  6vc  ships  to  fetch  Uuccn  Margaret  out  of 
France. 

On  May  ?3,  1448,  the  town  of  Sandwich,  by  command  of 
the  Kiiifc,  Mpnry  Vl,  sent  out  one  ship  for  four  mootlia'  service. 

On  July  IStb,  iu  the  same  year,  thu  same  town  sent  out 
another  ship  for  the  Name  lime. 

At  a  later  period  in  the  same  reif^n  the  navy  of  the  Porta 
were  set  out  to  fetch  Queen  Mui^arct  and  the  Prince  out  of 
France. 

On  May  26,  U75,  the  Cinque  Ports  navy  attended  in  the 
Uonn»  for  the  puiTKiae  of  iraneporting  King  Edwant  IV  and 
Ida  army  into  France,  they  having  come  to  Sandwich  for  this 
rnd. 

In  May,  1491,  being  the  Mrcnth  of  Henry  VII,  the  Ports 
navy  trans]>orted  the  kin^s  army  from  Sandwich  into  France, 

In  the  tnllowiiig  year  they  hrou{;ht  the  army  hack  a<j;flin. 

In  1613,  the  Bith  of  Henry  VIII,  some  time  in  the  month 
of  May,  the  Ports  navy  carried  the  king's  anny  from  Sandwich 
and  Dover  into  France. 

In  August,  1543,  Henry  VIII  commanded  the  navy  of  the 
Port*  to  be  ready  by  October  lOth  next  to  transport  his  horses 
and  army  into  ^ance,  nhich  ibcy  did  accordingly  from  Sand- 
wich and  Uovrr. 

On  May  26, 1544,  the  Qcct  nsBcmbled  in  the  Downs  Ui  do 
ihcir  senice  to  King  Hcnr>'  VIII. 

In  April,  l-WH,  the  thirtieth  of  Clueen  Elizabeth,  the  Porta, 
at  her  command,  set  out  five  serviceable  ships  and  a  pinnace 
finr  her  Majesty's  service  for  two  montlis,  hut  tliey  served  four 
months  at  their  ouo  costs. 

In  Jannury,  1595,   the  Ports  set  out,   at  the  command  of 
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Qucco  £lizabct1i,  Are  >crv!cviible  nhips  of  one  hundred  and  sixt^ 
tODs  each,  for  live  montha,  at  their  onii  coua. 

Ill  July,  I&SIJ,  till'  second  ycnr  of  Cliarles  I,  at  the  king's 
command,  the  ports  set  out  i«o  scn-iccablc  ahijis  fur  three 
motit)i&,  wliich  cost  them  £lKt26  Hd. 

In  lookinf,' «*'" 'he  foregoing  list  of  the  naval  services  of  the 
Porta  wc  cannot  fuil  seeing  the  chnogcit  which  tuok  [ilncr  in 
them  during  the  long  space  of  four  hundred  years  over  which 
they  lu-c  extended,  lliv  whole,  or  the  {greater  pAit  of  the  ships 
which  the  I'orts  had  origiiiiiUy  to  fit  out  seem  to  have  ticcn 
w;iil  «t  the  fliiminoiis  of  the  difll-riMit  tinfts.  until  we  come 
down  to  the  reign  of  Uuceii  Blizalxlh,  when  we  find  there 
were  oiily  five  serviceahle  tJups  fitted  out,  while  in  that  «f 
Cliiirlc'ii  1  there  were  only  tuo,  hut  then  these  were  uf  much 
lar((er  iliinensionH,  I>eing  mentioiu-d  as  ships  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  toii»  burden.  To  account  for  this  change,  w«  must 
boar  in  mind  that  nreviou.Hly  to  the  reign  of  Henry  YH  there  wusi 
no  iltnte  niivy;  the  nhips  of  thv  Cin(|iii?  Port*  eoiititiluti-d  the 
prinripal  one,  and  these, together  with  others  from  difTrrcnt  ports, 
w<;rc  found  sulhcient  in  IhoKc  carlv  times  fiir  lhi,t  defence  of  the 
kingdom.  But  in  the  reign  of  this  monnreh  a  great  impetus 
nna  given  to  nflvnl  ciilerpt-ise.  the  pssKiigc  to  the  KasI  Intlies 
by  the  Cnpe  of  Good  Hope  having  been  then  discovered  by  the 
Portugtiese,  while  Columbus  realize<l  his  theory  of  thi^ existence 
of  a  western  continent  by  luudiiig  uti  the  shores  uf  America. 
This  king  himself  sent  out  Sebastian  Cabot,  who  diAcovered 
the  iaiand  of  Newfoundland.  He,  too,  it  was  who  built  lite 
Brst  tnaii<of-war  on  nccount  of  tlie  slate,  und  she  M-as  calle<l 
after  him  the  (srent  Harrv,  this  epithet  implytng  she  wiis  a  Bhi]* 
of  coiiipaniiively  large  sjze.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII  the 
royal  nnvy  wa»  increased  so  tinich  tlint  he  numbered  fourteen 
lari^c  shipB  in  it,  measuring  from  160  m  IKO  touN  each.  Uueen 
KliKabeth  paid  particular  attention  to  her  navY.  and  iiicrca&ed  it 
ttu  miteli  that  Hnc  dcsen'cdly  acquired  the  title  of  ''  lieatorcr  of 
Naval  Power  and  Sovereign  of  the  Northern  Seas.'* 

The  uflc  of  eaniton,  too,  vras  now  introduced,  and  con- 
Het^iiently  the  amftll  shins  formerly  used  by  the  Cinque  Port*. 
vhen  ^pearSf  bows  and  arrows,  and  crossbows  were  (he  only 
weapons,  were  no  longer  serviceable. 

It  do«s  not  appear  that  any  ehip  tvaa  fitted  out  by  the  Purls 
after  the  reign  of  Chiu-Iea  I,  a,i».  Il)"2(i.  For  when  Jrnke  in 
his  Diary  tclU  us  tl»at  on  July  4,  hiiJOjlhe  KnglUb  fleet  pa»»cd 
by  Kyc  in  sinht  of  the  town,  moving  towanU  the  Downs  before 
llic  French,  who  were  uni  yet  come  in  ni^hl :  thai  about  noon 
ua  the  Atli  the  Frtncli  llwi  were  most  of  tlieiii  up  in  the  Iwy 
fall  in  sight  of  the  town,  and  that  on  the  morning  of  the  tilii  a 
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terrible  alnrm  reigned  in  the  town  of  Rve  of  the  Freuch  coming 
to  Uod,  they  hnving  sciit  three  Boiail  ohaltopa  to  aotiiiil  the 
(tcpch  ut  the  comint;  into  the  harbour,  nhich  ihey  nupposctl  to 
he  either  to  com*  m  that  tide,  it  bfiiiff  then  near' lull  sea,  or  to 
pn^lMrc  nj^ainst  next,  and  that  thoir  inti-iitioDn  wevc  to  hiirn  tho 
htt>ship9  that  were  then  put  into  the  harltour,  and  to  tire  and 
phindvr  the  town ;  he  iniu£«s  no  inciuion  of  any  »ht]>3  belonging 
tot)ie]>ort;  he  si>eaks  of  tirc-shina  above,  which  I  suppose 
bad  heea  attach«^<i  to  the  English  Jlret  which  hud  ptis»cd  by  on 
(ho  -ith,  and  vrhich  tiiul  r:r>mc  intu  the  harbour  far  safety.  He 
also  tolls  11*  there  was  an  intolcrabh'  hiury  all  day,  tho  trained 
bund  up  in  arms  with  the  soldiers  and  sailors  of  the  Anne,  who 
were  then  in  town,  sendinf^  out  into  the  country  for  more  men, 
■ad  planting  guns  on  the  bench  with 'a  breastwork  of  deal 
board*  to  make  a  shoiv  nt  the  nioutli  of  the  harbour.  There  is 
no  proof  that  the  Anne  belonged  to  the  town,  n  fact  Jcakc 
irouid  not  have  failed  to  mention  had  such  been  the  ca-^e.  He 
apcaks  of  the  trained  hands,  which  wciie  the  only  armed  force  the 
(own  had. 

It  appears  that  this  same  shin,  the  Anne,  was  some  years 
oflenntrds  tost  near  Fairljght.  Tnidition  nays  she  was  driven 
on  shore  by  the  enemy,  and  burnt  to  the  water's  edpe;  the 
wreck  has  been  seen  bj"  many,  now  living,  in  the  sands,  near 
PrtI  Horse  Race.  It  m  added  that  she  was  armed  with  brass 
guns,  which  guns  ure  still  in  hi-r  hold. 

The  last  sea  wr\'ir«  performed  by  the  I'orts,  by  virtue  of 
tbcir  Charters,  was  during  the  tost  war,  some  time  between 
1 793  Rnd  1 1*  1 1,  when  there  wna  a  draught  made  of  seamen  lo  scr^'C 
in  the  now.  The  number  taken  from  Rye  was  10,  and  they 
were  Rupp^ied  in  this  wny :  the  tmdesmen  and  other  inhshit- 
ants  were  culled  Ujwn,  according  to  their  supposed  means,  to 
pa^  a  certain  sum  of  money,  and  nith  this  substitiiles  weiv 
ongnged,  who  on  receiving  the  bounty  served  on  behalf  of  the 
toluibitanta. 

On  a  careful  examination  of  the  different  sea  services,  enume- 
rated in  the  foregoing  hst,  we  shall  tind  that  the  Cinque  Ports 
uavy  was  engaged  in  many  of  the  most  important  events  of 
our  hisiorv. 

After  John  had  signed  Magna  Charta,  vexed  at  the  submis- 
siun  be  bod  hcrt-by  been  compelled  to  mqtce  to  his  own  subjects, 
the  Barons,  he  retired  in  disgual  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  where  he 
rcmaim-d  nc<rle^eil  and  uulieeded,  being  only  attended  by  the 
navy  of  the  C'in(|ue  Ports,  whose  loyalty  and  devotion  to  their 
tnoiiarch  in  di.->tresH  (however  we  may  detest  his  character)  we 
cannot  but  admire. 

King  John   had,  at  the  latter  pwj^^^  reign,  by  the  io^^ 
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diiction  of  foreign  tncirenarics,  so  reduced  hU  Barous,  tbat 
they  consented  to  confer  the  crown  on  Lc^vi9,  the  cMe9t  son  of 
the  King  of  France,  provided  that  he  would  send  troops  over 
to  their  assistunee,  uliicb  hi'  gladly  did  uilh  Leuis,  and  who, 
in  con  SCI  I  u  dice,  on  the  death  of  John,  exercised  oil  the 
authority  of  a  king  of  Eneland,  though  nevpr  crowned  u  such. 
11iu9,  when  Henry  tl)  inherited  the  tlirone,  he  found  Lewis 
in  possession  of  all  the  substanlial  power  ajipcrtaiuinf;  to  iu 
Tlie  Freueh  were  sending  inif«)urs  to  I^ewiit,  when  their  fleet 
was  encountered  nnd  defeated  hy  that  of  the  Cinque  Porta  in 
ltjl7,  aa  aln-ailv  mentioned,  without  which  timely  asMStanoe 
Henry  III  would  prohahly  have  Itxit  his  crown. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  I,  though  not  mentioned  before,  a 
Norman  ana  English  ship  met  on  the  coast  near  Rayonoe, 
and,  both  having  to  water  at  the  same  aprinj*.  a  quarrel  ensued, 
when  8  Normau  was  slain.  This  produced  a  complaint  to  the 
French  kingr  who  told  the  complainant  to  seek  liia  own 
revenue,  which  he  did  shortly  by  seizing  an  English  ship  in 
the  Chatuiel,  and  hanging  part  of  the  crew  together  with  twine 
dog!)  in  the  prenence  of  tlieir  coin|taiiioiis.  This  produced  a 
retaliation  from  the  Knglish  Cinque  Ports,  and  the  animosities 
of  the  inerchantN  on  both  nides  hi-iiig  wrought  up  Id  fury,  the 
sea  became  a  scene  of  piracy  and  murder. 

In  1144  the  men  of  Sandwich  had  the  honour  of  bringing 
over  Margaret  of  Anjnu  to  be  espoused  to  Henry  Vi ; 
and  this  lumic  port  was  nfkcrwardH  intrusted  by  the  same  king 
to  bring  hack  bis  wife  and  sou  troia  Ifiuoce,  whither  they  had 
fled  for  safely. 

When  the  Cinque  Ports  fleet  took  Edward  IV  and  his  nriny 
to  France,  it  was  on  the  occasion  of  the  king's  intention  of 
eiuIcavonriDg  to  recover  the  former  dominions  which  were  held 
by  the  KngUsh,  but  which  were  lost  during  the  fccbie  reign  of 
Henry  VI,  but  which  ended  in  hJu  being  bought  off  by  the 
King  of  France. 

In  I4i>l  ilenry  VII  landed  at  Calais  with  an  army  of  2&,Q00 
foot  and  1600  horse,  but  the  French  king  having  agrcnl  to 

ij  a  pecuniary  com]iensaticin  for  the  injuries  complained  of  by 
lenry,  uo  fighting  took  place,  and  his  army  rcCtimcd  tlic  fol- 
lowing year. 

Iq  1513  this  navy  carried  the  army  of  Hcniy  VIII  to 
Calais,  when  he  wn»  engaged  in  war  with  France,  nnd  when 
thcv  were  summoned  to  tfo  their  eervicc  ia  April,  1544,  it  waa 
proonbly  to  uitcud  him  on  his  exi>edition  to  Boulogne,  which 
tuMM  he  besieged  and  took  in  that  year, 

U  hen  in  April,  I68«,  the  Pons  navv  was  tilled  out  by  onJw 
of  Glucen  Elizabeth,  it  was  to  share  In  ihc  dangers  and  the 
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honoum  «f  the  expected  conflict  witli  the  SpftuUh  Armada. 
Ib  thi«  moGt  crlcbratcd  naval  6(;))t  of  Ihoae  days  the  ships  of 
Ihc  Cinque  Ports  were  engaged*  inid  in  token  of  tlitrir  aove- 
rricn'A  prcnt  con>iidcratioo  of  the  services  then  n:iith-red  to  lier. 
[he  toHu  of  live  fvas  presented  with  ftix  bnws  {>uas  Uejitilifiilly 
omanicnted  with  the  arms  of  Spain,  and  «-hic)i  stood  oii  llic 
tpot  called  the  Oreeo,  at  the  south-we«t  corner  of  the  tuwti, 
until  some  time  durin;;^  the  last  war,  when  they  xtere  unfortu- 
Qatety — and  to  th<-  f;reiil  di.scrcdit  of  (he  ]Mirtie:(  nhovvcr  they 
mn,  who«e  bad  tastu  led  ihem  to  do  it— hiirtered  nitli  the 
Govemmciit  for  ivrci  irwn  six-puuiidi.T  ginis  for  the  unuuf  the 
urtillery  then  rai&ed  in  the  lonn.  Beudea  the  bmss  giing,  it  is 
also  said  that  Uik'^kd  F.li«ibeth  gnve  the  prvscnt  clock,  M'hicU 
was  taket)  in  the  Annuda,  to  iIk-  inhuhilatits  of  Kyc. 

The  two  Mhi|M  wt  out  hy  the  Ports  in  lfi2()  were  prepared 
by  command  of  Charles  I,  nhen  he  ordered  each  of  the 
maritime  towns  in  hie  kingdom  to  arm  as  many  ve^els  ns  h« 
thougbl  lit  to  appoint  thcin>  This  was  the  rommcnccmcnt  of 
the  l«V}'in{^of  sliip-monoy,  a  tax  which  was  oftcrMords  carried 
to  such  violent  Icnjcths  as  caused  eventually  those  civil  wara 
vhich  ended  ko  ffltully  for  this  monarch. 

Prom  the  forefjoinp:  siatcnieiits,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
Barons  and  good  men  of  the  Ports  did  great  and  bi^iial  servicea 
to  tlieir  Koverei^iiK  (nttii  »  very  eiirly  prriod  of  our  history,  atitl 
this  probably  gave  tliem  rather  too  high  au  opinion  of  tlieir 
own  nn[N>rta>ice ;  I'ur  we  lind  that,  in  the  reign  of  Rdwnrd  III, 
thry  were;  in  ttic  habit  of  compelling  all  veasda  jMssing  their 
purtx  to  strike  their  colours  ii>  token  of  honi»);e  tu  tlicni  ;  but 
the  men  of  Foncy,  in  Cornwall,  as  bold  nnd  as  cntrrnrising  as 
them  stive*,  refusing  to  siriko  «.■«  they  sailed  by  WinchJlaen 
and  fCyc«  and  bcinj;  attarkcil  hy  ihc  ships  of  thrsc  port^  in 
consequence,  completely  defi-atcd  thetn,  whereupon  they  bore 
tbcirarms  mixed  with  those  of  these  two  ports.  In  this  «umo 
rpign  also  Ihc  Kowcy  men  rescued  certain  8hi|w  of  Ityc  from 
lUstress,  on  which  account  it  ia  aaid  this  town  was  made  a 
member  of  the  Cinque  Ports. 

Having  thup  enumerated  and  remarked  on  the  naval  services 
of  the  Cinque  Ports  and  ancient  towns,  it  may  be  thou-iht  hc 
should  here  clo»e  this  branch  of  our  work;  but  as  the  Charters 
frequently  allude  to  complaints  made  by  the  Portsmen  of  the 
heavy  expenses  atteiidiii^  the  fitting  out  of  tbcir  ships,  and  to 
their  fear?  lest,  on  this  uccuuni,  they  should  be  unable  to  main- 
Uun  ibcm,  it  may  be  as  uell  to  endeavour  to  show  from  such 
dut^  oa  uc  have  what  that  expense  wna. 

From  a  summons,  bearing  date  March  \'i,  M.ifi,  l>ein» 
the  Ulh  of  Hcnr>-  VI,  and  which  Jeakc  tells  us  was  found 
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amonj;  the  records  of  Winchels«a,  we  extract  the  folloving : 
"  llitinrit-y,  bv  the  i^ice  of  God,  son,  brother,  and  uncle  of 
Kin;)^,  iJukc  of  Gloiii-<?stter,  fic.,  Coiiatable  of  the  Caattc  of 
Dover,  and  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports  aad  their  raeinberg, 
gTC«itnji;:  \\  v  hnvc  rect^ivcd  a  writ  of  our  Lord  the  Kin;;,  to 
lis  directed  in  thc&e  words;  Wliercaa  our  Barous  of  the 
Cinque  Port.*,  from  ycnr  to  year,  ovie  Ut  U9  curtain  services  bj 
ttca,  if  need  Ahntl  be,  viz.  the  CiiK|tic  Ports  aforesaid,  with 
their  members,  finding  fifty  tiiul  seven  »hi|>H  ujion  the  sea,  at 
uur  summons  of  forty  dnyn,  and  in  every  Bbip  tMcnty  men  uiid 
the  mtister,  moU  armed  and  arraytd  to  do  our  Bcrvirc,  Which 
Euid  ishi|is,  ut  the  i)n>i>rr  costs  of  the  said  Cinque  Forts,  vrhcre 
they  &linll  be  sutDmoncd  nrc  to  p^o,  and  Mhrii  the  snid  ships 
Mliftlt  come  there,  shaU  tarr\'  lificen  days  in  our  scrv'tcc  at  the 

E roper  costs  of  the  Cinriuc  Ports  aforesaid,  and  the  fifteen  dnrs 
cing  elapsed,  the  shijws  with  the  men  in  them  bcinc,  shall 
tarry  at  our  costs^  if  we  shall  have  need  of  Ibat  s<-rvic«aslong  ss 
it  shall  jileaae  us,  viz,  the  masler  <if  the  ship  shall  receive  m- 
pcnec  per  day,  (he  consiabk'sixpence.and  every  one  of  the  ol  ben 
threepence.  And  to  you  we  command  that  the  Barons  of  all  the 
porta  Rforcsaid,  and  their  members,  ou  our  part,  without  delay, 
you  make  to  be  suminoned,  that  ibey  with  their  ships  and  ma- 
riners of  this  sort  suHiricnlly  arrayed,  he  ready,  at  the  port  of  our 
town  of  Winchclsca,  on  the  KensI  of  St.  George  next  to  come/' 
In  this  rliirtmu'nt  vvc  &ec  the  nature  nf  the  summona  und  the 
pay  of  the  men ;  but  the  number  of  them  ditfcrs  from  some  othcf 
accounts,  wliich  give  it  as  twenty-one  men  and  a  gromci  or  boy, 
vhereas  here  we  have  a  master  and  twenty  men  ;  while  by  ibe 
amoiuit  of  jMiy  vrc  see  there  was  a  constable  as  well  as  a  master. 
L«t  us  see  what  these  ofBccrs,  the  master  and  constable, 
were;  the  former  was,  I  presume,  the  same  as  we  now  call  a 
master  of  a  merchantman,  that  is,  he  who  has  the  manage- 
ment of  the  ship,  in  everything  relalinjt  to  the  seamen  oa 
board  and  to  the  navifpitiun  of  it;  while  the  coDsiable  was  the 
officer  in  char;rc,  and  having  the  coniiriand  of  the  men  at  arms. 
Gein<;  guided  by  the  Hummuna  above,  we  must  ael  dowu 
each  ship's  complement  as  conai&iing  of  two  officers  and  nine- 
tecD  men;  nhrn  the  daily  pay  of  a  ship's  company  Mill  be  as 
under,  viz,  '  . 

rw  t  mttn.  m  W.  rmb 10 

For  ID  men.  ■(  iit.  t«rti 4    8 
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The  daily  pay  of  57  shipi  will  be  as  under,  via. 
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pur  1 1 1  oflictrn,  at  M.  tueU 
for  lOUlWii,  (•M.Mtb 
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Wc  inusl  nest  endeavour  to  tuiccrlfun,  as  well  u  wc  can, 
how  mtuty  (lajps  the  shiijs  wore  employed ;  for,  tliough  tbcy 
were  only  buiiiid  to  ecnc  fiftccii  nfler  thty  hnd  arrived  at  ilietr 
jilaw  ot"  ronclezvoiw,  still  «omc  lime  must  be  allowed  for  ^ii)f> 
tlKrctoaad  reluming  home  atlcr  ihccxpiratioa  of  their  period  of 
ser\"ice.  We  sec  liy  the  stitnmons  ihey  had  forty  days'  notiee  to 
prepnrc,  during  which  time  they  had  to  fit  out  their  ahipajand  to 
drill  their  men,  for  they  were  ordered  to  coaie  well  armed  and 
arrayed  ;  but  supposing  the  whole  forty  days  were  not  fully 
oocupied,  still,  if  wc  roiisider  the  tirai  cost  of  the  ships,  their 
coattnual  wear  and  tear,  the  finding  arms  for  the  men,  and 
other  incidental  expenses,  we  think  we  shall  be  justified  in 
adding  these  forty  days  to  the  fiAeen  of  actual  serviee,  and  five 
more  for  going  to  their  rendezvous  and  (heir  retnru  home. 
Then  the  account  will  nland  liius,  viz. 

Fur  htUt^  imL,  uJIcr  m«iriii|;  luniinoiia        ... 
for  Unir  ol  nclaal  HltK*  .         .         .         .         - 

Par  Umc  u(  foliig  t»  renikSTaiu  oiiil  hitoli 
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Tbeanniwlrxpifnicof  if  ■bli's,  luiM  day*,  wfll  bf  £043     i    0. 

'c  must  now    make  one  more  step  in  advance,  and  cn> 
kvour  to  dtRCOvcr  the  relative  value  of  money  in  ihe   time  of 
Henry  VI  and  at  the  present. 

In  the '  Encyelopii^in  Ixindioensis,'  under  the  nrticle  ifoncy, 
we  find  these  remarks :  "Bishop  Fleetwood  hus  determined,  from 
a  most  neouratceonsideration  of  everj- circumstance,  that  three 
pounds  in  Ihc  reign  of  Henry  VI  was  c(]ui%-alent  to  twenty- 
eifht  or  thirty  iwunds  now."  The  work  here  alluded  to  was 
publishe<l  in  1 707,  under  the  title  of  '  Chronicon  Preciosum,  or 
an  Aceouut  of  EngUsh  Gold  and  Silver  Money,  the  price  of 
com  and  other  commoditica  for  six  hundred  yeara  last  past.*  If 
fluch  was  the  diOert'iiee  of  the  value  of  money  in  1-136  and  1 707, 
that  diiri-reuce  uuii*!  have  been  equally  great  In  ]fil7  when  this 
|iKn  of  the  '  Eneyclopiedia'  was  published,  and  hIm)  at  the  prc- 
iicnt  time,  I S44.  Starting  then  upon  theae  data  we  mtutt  consider 
money  in  143(j  to  bare  been  9|  lunes,  being  «  medium  between 
28  and  30,  more  valuable  than  in  1K4-I,  and  then  multiplying 
the  amount  of  the  charge  of  the  shipping  in  I4;JG,  which  nai 

by  91  ve  bare  as  the  result  the  sum  of 

CMIU    II    0. 
expressing  what  the  expense  would  be  at  the  present  period,  thus 
tbe  whole  annual  cxpen»e  of  67  ships  amounting  to  the  sum  of 

£1*310     II     «, 

the  atinual  expense  of  one  ship  will  be 
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while  ttkf  tnond  Aoft  Ut  fladi  Cinqne  Pdrt  «lid  andent  town, 
acconltn^  to   timr   onsiber  of  ahipB  ropectiTely,  will  be   as 

under, -^  • 
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These  mm*,  I  th)nk>  wouM  be  coowclcieJ  safficknilv  oncrom 
in  the  present  dar  to  jusii^r  the  Porta  in  twmpbtsiiiff  uf  Lbem. 
In  th!>  accDitnl  wr  bare  f^<^B  «  smaller  nutnber  of  mm  cbsn 
we  t-eniuied  to  set  down  in  kh  nxHer  part  of  this  work,  aud 
should  thic  have  heva  the  more  comet  of  the  two  th«  eic]>cD9e 
would  haw  been  pniporttooablTgmter:  but  a>  to  vbicti  account 
is  likrlr  to  be  Dcamt  tbe  truth,  w«  must  leave  to  our  reoidera  to 
jndiEe.  while  we  here  take  Wave  of  the  aca  senice  of  the  Ports, 
and  hasten  to  rtiosider  that  of  the  land. 

Altbouch  not  ae  dearly  de  6ned  a»  the  sen-ice  1^  sn,  itill  It 
mfipem  tltat  the  Pocta  were  expected  to  do  some  bv  land  at 
mrarular    times.      And    hence  it  seems   that    thee   assisted 

|£dwmitllio  hlfiWrlsh  w«i%  nofc  partiealaHv  in  the  rear  1276, 
when,  br  the  drfrat  and  sutitatssiot)  of  I^ewellvn,  Waks  became 
nil  n{iiK-ui1a^-  to  Knglnnd.  How  the  Cincjuc  Ports  troops  pro- 
cndrtl  into  Wales  iUt*  not  appear,  biit  otie  wotild  rather  sup- 
pose, from  the  letipth  of  ihc  march,  fn>m  the  counties  of  Kent 
and  SitSssrx,  thrv  must  hare  been  convened  bv  ibcir  ships. 
whereby  they  were  cnab]e«l  to  render  the  Ling  service,  both  uy 
land  and  sea.  The  next  q»cstion  is.  what  were  the  trocpe  thus 
scni  ?     To  which  we  shiiuW  rejilr  the  tnin-baoda.     At  a  veiy 

k  early  pcritHi  of  our  hi>ti<r^-,  as  far  bitck ,  accurdinj;  to  sonie,  at 
thi<  time  of  Allml.  !w  ile^rn'cdlv  sumatned  the  Great,  was  esta- 
blUhed  itiL'  Hkilitia,  uhicb  oripnally  connatcd  of  respectable 
inhabitants  of  coiinlies  atid  towns,  who  wen  trained  and  nme^l 
rvAiiy  for  immediate  «rr^ice  in  cum-s  of  emer^ncy.  Prom  being 
constantly  tiwinril  thry  were  Mmetimes  called  the  train-band^ 
more  ptuiicularly  those  belonging  to  the  citi<  *     'wns  ;    and 

these  wcrr  the  men,  in  all  probamlity.  who  >■•  ■.   Iwanl  I  in 

his  Welch  war  of  l'2~G.  lliwe,  loo,  were  tht  anucd  men  MOt 
out  in  llkC  Cnoquc  IVrts  slitps  under  their  con^table^  when 
called  on  to  ilo  their  yearly  Mr^nee.  In  the  tenth  «rf  llcnn,'  Ml, 
July  I  I4!^A  the  trained  bauds  of  Sandwich  beat  back  tJK  king's 
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eaeiniM  landing  in  the  Downs.  Iti  July,  11^0,  when  the 
Frrncli  fleet  wns  off  liyc,  Jeake  UlU  iis  the  trained  hands  were 
Dp  in  arm*,  and  this  furce  contiiiiicti  in  llyc  witlitn  the  mcniory 
ormcii  non  livinj^,  thus  having  Wen  in  existence  in  different 
loinia  in  Riij^litnd  (if  nut  in  Kyc)  for  the  long  period  of  nine 
Uuiitlrrd  yciira. 

Edwtu-d  I V,  in  his  Churtcr,  says  :  "  We,  therefore,  ihc  good, 
rrmdji  uad  jmilcful  scniees  which  the  nnrons  and  gond  men  of 
the  Cinque  I'lirts  nitd  their  members  chielly  to  \i»  have  done  in 
tlic  reduction  of  the  right  of  our  kingdom,  seriously  coa^idcr- 
ioe.''  Jeakc  undcn<tunds  these  grateful  services  to  mean  not 
only  6cn-ice  of  shipping,  but  also  assistance  nith  men  niid 
nrm))  in  rhe  wars,  showiii;;.  nt  llic  uinie  time,  that  the  Cinque 
Ports  took  the  side  of  Edward  IV  against  llcnry  VI. 

In  »  tetter,  given  in  Miss  8lrickliind's  vnUi»blc  and  iiitereiit- 
ingLile  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  written  by  Leicester  tu  the  queen 
io  I6H8,  when  the  nation  wa»  preiKiring  for  the  expected  inva- 
non  of  the  SjMuush  Amiada.  ore  these  words  by  way  of  post- 
script *  **  I  have  Uikcn  tliL'  best  order  possible  nilh  the  »ub- 
linitenaiila  of  Kent  to  be  present  at  Duvt-r  themsflvcs,  mid  to 
keep  thc-re  JOOO  or  4000  men  to  supiily  my  lord  adiitiraJ,  if 
be  come  hither,  and  with  any  thing  eUe  thai  he  needs,  that  is 
to  be  hod.  I  wish  there  mav  be  some  quantity  of  jiowderto 
lie  in  Dover  for  nil  needs."  Vfny  not  these  three  or  four  thousand 
men  have  been  collected  from  the  ditlereiit  ports  lit  Dover 
undt^r  the  command  of  their  Lord  Warden  ?  Great  preparations 
were  ut  this  time  nindo  all  along  the  English  c-oast,  and  an 
ammunition-house  had  been  in  the  early  pnrt  of  tliU  reign 
fbriDed  at  Hye,  so  that  powder  was  probably  laid  in  here  as  well 
■a  AC  Dover. 

Charles  1  called  on  tlie  Cinque  Ports  to  raise  three  hun- 
ilreil  men  for  the  land  service,  assuring  them  tlml  llieir 
eooiphauce  with  Ins  request  should  not  be  eoiiMidi-red  as  a 
pieccdeiil  to  encroach  on  their  ]irivdcgcs> 

The  Barons  considered  themselves  exempt,  and  refused. 
Hereupon  the  constable  of  Dover  Ca!>lle  was  ordered  to 
Icry  a  tax  of  X^  each,  for  aa  many  persons  as  they  were 
drtU-icnt.  An  they  hud  not  raised  a  nin^^le  mau,  lie  i»Hiied  his 
order  for  levying  £(H)0,  which  the  Cincjue  Ports  and  their 
tnemlKr*  all  refused  to  pay,  nitli  the  Mde  exception,  t  am 
crievetl  to  say,  of  the  uueient  town  of  Rye,  whitji  purchased 
ila  cxFtnptioii  for  the  sum  of  iXlO. 

During  the  American  war, the  Ix)nl  Warden  rusedby  subscrip- 
tioD  a  regiment  for  general  service  at  home,  but  not  to  be  sent 
tbroMl.  and  which  was  called  the  "C'inque  Ports  Volunteers." 

While  Utc  Uight  Honorable  William  Pitt  was  constable,  ho 
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summoned  the  (.Iclt^tcs  of  the  Port>;  and  tlicir  membei 
meet  him  at  Uorn  L'mstle,  to  consider  of  n  ulaii  fur  rsisiiig  _^ 
subscription  several  compuiies  of  hone  and  foot,  to  be  called 
Fenciblc* :  this  plan  was  adopted,  and  the  iium  of  i'ft52 1  7s.  fid. 
was  nu6(-d.  nut  of  nbich  (ht.-  lown  nf  Hyt  Hiibseribed  i!l}t)8  ^. 
la  cousequencc  of  au  Act  of  pHrliatncat  then  passed,  to 
provide  for  thr  Wttcr  security  of  iht^  kin^lom,  the  Witnlcn 
suininottcd  all  Ihc  majoni  and  bailiffs  to  make  an  accurate 
return  of  rvcrr  p«r«cii),  residing  within  tlieir  respective  [Muinhes, 
from  Hftccn  to  sixty  years  of  »gt,  and  hov  manv  were  williog 
to  be  exercised  and  to  stand  fbm'ard  for  the  defence  of  the 
kiugdom. 

Subsequently  the  warden  enlled  upon  them  to  6nd  four 
hundred  men  for  the  army  of  reserve  in  fair  proportions,  when 
Rye  vas  allotted  sisteeu  men,  and  iu  member,  'I'entcrden, 
tvrciity-eiKht  men.  These  were  to  be  raised  in  the  adjoining 
counties,  and  they  were  not  to  give  more  than  £30  for  each 
Bulutittiic;  and  which  notild  cost  Rye  the  sum  of  £480,  and 
Tenlerden  XK40,— together  i:i320. 

Besides  the  above,  during  the  late  irar  with  France,  a  miti- 
tary  force  was  raised  iu  the  Cinque  Fons,  called  the  t'rovincial 
Militia,  commanded  by  officers  of  their  own,  doing  duty  at 
stated  times,  at  Dorer,  which  was  their  hcftd-quurtcrs,  under 
the  Lord  Warden,  who  was  (heir  colonel.  Tliiw  ends  the  land- 
acrvire  up  to  this  lime,  and  it  only  remains  to  consider  the 
service  M'hiob  the  Barons  owed  to  their  soverei^a  at  their 
rripeccivc  coronationa. 

Jcakc  tells  us  he  foimd  the  following  in  the  Customa)  of 
Itfc.  "And  when  it  shall  happea  that  any  king  or  quceo 
of  England  shall  be  crowned,  the  Barons  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
by  writ  of  summons  of  our  said  lord  the  kinj^,  tliat  is  to  say, 
in  the  day  of  the  eomnation  of  the  same,  when  he  shall  ^n 
forth  of  hia  chamber,  that  he  may  be  crowned,  and  whim  he 
shall  return  from  his  coronation,  the  Barons  of  the  Cinque 
Ports  are  wont,  as  of  right  they  ought,  to  bear  over  Lhc  kmg 
and  queen  cloths  of  ailk  or  gold,  tliat  is  to  say,  by  thirty-two 
Barons  of  the  Cinque  Porta;  so,  of  right,  tluii  none  other  W 
smongst  them  to  execute  the  said  ofGce.  And  tlicy  are  wont, 
u  of  right  they  ought,  to  bo  sent  for  by  writ  of  our  lord  the 
long,  »o1emnly,  by  summons  of  forty  days  before  the  said 
coronation,  that  such  a  day  they  may  come  to  do  their  ser^-iee 
due  to  our  lortl  the  king.  And  tliv  sume  thirty-two,  or  the 
more  noble,  arc  wont  to  come  there  honorably,  solemnly,  and 
decently  clothed  and  apparelled  with  one  suit  of  their  own 
proper  costa  ;  but  their  expcnwn,  Mliiim  thev  shall  be  at  eoiirl, 
%JK  wont  to  be  of  common.     And  when  t'hcr  Jiall  do  their 
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office  lo  bear  the  cloths  afurcsaid,  each  clotli  upon  Tour  staves 
overlaid  uiili  ulvcr,  every  staff  Imviiig  one  liltic  bell  overlaid 
with  gohl,  and  of  the  providing  of  the  treasurer  of  our  lord 
thi!  Viiiy;,  at  every  Mad'  are  wont  to  go  four  Barons;  so  that 
every  clotli  he  home  by  ttixtven  Bnrons,  and  the  lord  our  kin^ 
nndrr  the  middle  of  one  cloth,  nnd  the  queen  iiuder  the  middle 
nfonKtlier  cloth.  And  the  same  thiriy-twoj  togccher  with  all 
the  otlicr  Burons  who  will  lie  present,  are  wool  to  have  the 
next  table  iu  tlie  kiiig'a  great  hall ;  nnd  at  the  rij^ht  hand  of 
the  kin^  himself,  orcording  lo  his  table,  to  sit  of  right  and 
anctent  use.  And  wh<-n8ocver  our  lord  the  king  shall  invite 
the  Barons  of  Uic  Cinque  Ports,  thaC  they  may  cat  with  hiin, 
ore  wont,  always  of  ri(;ht,  to  hnve  the  tabic  nearest  to 
Cable,  at  liis  right  hand,  and  (here  to  eit  at  dinner. 

"  Hut,  n-hen  the  Mtd  Baruna  have  liocnee  of  returning  from 
oar  lord  the  king,  they  shall  have  the  aforesaid  cloths,  with 
ibe  Btuvee  and  little  bells  nnd  all  their  appurtunances.  And 
the  Barons  of  Hastings,  with  th<'ir  nieiithurn,  are  wont  to  have 
one  cloth,  with  the  staves  and  liule  bells,  and  all  the  nppurtc- 
nances  thereof;  hut  the  other  portti,  the  oiher  cloth,  with  all 
iti  uppurtenaiices.  And  the  Barons  uf  Ilasiiu^,  with  their 
nwmbers,  are  wont  to  give  their  clolh,  so  had,  to  the  Church 
o(  St.  Richard  uf  Chichester,  and  so  they  have  given.  And 
ihc  Burons  of  Ronmey,  Hythc,  D<»ver,  and  Sandwich,  are  wont 
to  gitc,  and  have  given,  their  cloth,  «•  had,  to  8t.  Thomas  in 
Christ's  Church,  (!«nterburj-,  and  they  have  divided  the  staves 
and  htlle  bcUa  amongst  themselves.  And  when  any  king 
■ball  decease  and  another  be  crowned,  proclamation  is  wont 
to  be  made,  in  the  king's  great  ball,  that  all  the  nobles  and 
othera  whatsoever,  of  nhnlsocver  state,  degree,  or  dignity 
tijey  be,  which  ought  to  do  any  scrvioe  by  right  or  hereditarily 
to  our  lord  the  king,  at  his  conmatiun.  or  claim  to  have  any 
honour  or  benefit,  at  the  coronation  of  tht  king  or  qucco,  Hindi 
come  bctbrc  the  Steward  of  England  or  bis  deputy,  at  a  ccrluin 
day  auigncd,  to  show  and  declare  what,  and  what  manner  of 
service  they  hold  ur  claim  to  do;  at  which  day  the  Buruns  uf 
the  Cinque  Ports  are  wont  to  he,  and  those  elcctwi  lo  do  the 
tcnicc*  At  the  said  coronation  for  the  ports  albrcaaid.  present 
to  the  said  lord  steward  a  certain  petition  under  this  form." 

From  this  document  it  seems,  that  originally  the  Barons 
were  summoned,  by  a  forty-days'  notice,  to  attend  nt  the 
coronutioa  of  the  kings  ond  queens  of  Kugland ;  but  that 
afivrwards  it  became  cuatomory  for  the  Barons  to  apply,  by 
petition,  to  the  Lord  Steward  to  have  their  eUiin  sIIowhI.  The 
form  of  pctitiuQ  thus  uwd  is  not  given  by  Jeake;  be  assigning 
ta  a  reason  that  it  was  couched  iu  words  so  similar  to  tliose 
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of  llm  document,   ihcrc   ua»   do    ncccssily   for   inEcrtiiifc  il 
no«eT«r,  to  early  a&  the  coronation  of  Richard  HI,  in  UR3, 
the  Barons  petitioned  to  the  Lord  Steward,  as  appears  bj  the 
following  answer  received  from  thiii  hijrh  officer: 

"  It  is  coDHiderL-d  that  ihc   Barons  of  tlie  Cinque  Ports,  so> 
OOrdiRftio  their  daini,  be  ad  mi  tied  to  do  their  service,  vis.  lo 
bear  the  silk  cloths,  sustained  by  four  staves,  silvered  over,  wil^ 
liulc  ttilver  bells  gilded,  over  the  king  nnd  i|uecM,  in  the  daj^H 
their  coronation ;  and  after  the  service  pmonncd,  lo  ren^^ 
and  have  the  same  clotb»,  with  (heir  spiiurtenanccs  aforesaid, 
OS  their  accustomed  fees.     And  also  to  sit  the  same  dai^at  the 
principal  tabic,  at  the  right  ^idc  of  the  hall. 

'•  By  John.  Dnke  of  Norfolk,  Steward  ofEn^rland  nt  present." 

Ttx-  thirty-two  Barons,  according  to  a  diiciiment,  found  by 
Jcake  amnn^  the  records  of  Rye,  of  the  reign  of  Kdnrard  III, 
vrcre  to  wnlk  four  ut  each  statij  without  the  Barons  of  any 
port  taking  precedence  of  those  of  another. 

The  BiiroiiH,  by  the  document  iir«t  quoted,  were  to  go 
court  honnrubly,  solemnly,  and  dccenlly  clothed  and  appa- 
n'llrd.  with  one  suit  of  their  own  proper  cost  ;  but  the  other 
cxpenscfi  were  tn  be  b»rncei)ually  among  all  the  ports.  I  know 
not  what  was  meant  360  yeitra  ago  by  honorable,  solemn,  and 
decent  clothing;  but  at  the  corr'nation  of  James  the  First  each 
baron  wore  the  following  uniform  (as  settled  at  a  Court  of 
Brotherhood, held  for  that  purpose  iu  l<>04),viz.  ascurictgown, 
reaching  doun  to  the  aiikira,  citi;(cn  fashion,  faced  with  erimsoo, 
Bilk  stockings,  crimson  velvet  shoes,  and  black  velvet  caps,  and 
cuch  henrer  u  ns  to  have  fourteen  Ghillings  and  four|>encc  towarda 
discharging  liia  expensea. 

At  the  coronation  of  James  II  nnd  his  queen,  thirty-two 
Baroits  of  the  Cinque  Ports  nitendrd,  and  they  were  al] 
dri-sKcd  in  doubh-ts  of  crimson  satin,  Hcarlet  hone,  and  scarlet 
gow  iiH,  fiirtrd  with  iTiRison,  black  velvet  shoes,  Viith  caps  of  the 
Mme,  faHtenrd  to  their  sleeves. 

Tliough  thirty-two  Barons  only  were  required  to  attend  and 
bear  the  canopies,  yet  it  seems  that  others  might  be  presr-nt. 
and  dine  at  the  (able  in  Westminster  Mall,  on  the  right  of  and 
nearest  lo  thai  of  the  king.  But  at  the  coromitiou  of  Uci»g« 
III,  the  ubic  provided  &ir  them  u  as  not  set  in  its  proper  place, 
and  they  rcfu«eil  to  sit  in  any  other' 

After  the  ceremony,  the  cano|)ie«  and  their  appurtenancw 
becamv  t)ie  ifcrimiaites  of  the  Barons.  At  the  coroniilion  of 
George  lA',  VVilliani  Lamb,  Esq.,  one  of  the  jurats,  and  Dr. 
Dodaon,  one  of  the  reprcscniativeft  of  the  town,  nttendcd  on 
the  purl  of  K)r ;  and,  by  iJie  kindnesi  of  the  funncr  gi-ntleman, 
I  nm  enabled  to  give  my  readers  a  description  of  the  dmu 
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iJicy  wore,  which  is  as  follon-!!,  viz.:  Bkclc  f^panish  hat  and 
ffalher,  upstandiiif;  friil  for  tlie  neck  ;  a  veitl  of  scarlet  satiu, 
bnumed  with  ti&sue  lace,  and  buttons  worked  of  the  same; 
tbc  sleeves  slushed  and  trimmed  with  l»cc;  tnink  hose  of 
blue  satin,  slashed  vtith  Mrarlet  autin^  trimmed  as  above;  red 
kilk  fiC(M:lcings ;  white  kid  shoes,  with  rosettes  of  vnrlet  riband, 
and  trimmed  as  ^love ;  u  Riirtniit  of  diu-k  blue  satin,  quite 
plain.     Tlic  cost  of  this  dress  was  £81  I0«.  Gd. 

The  canopies,  fee.,  were  given  in  turn  to  the  different  porm; 
lhu«,  Rye  had  Uiem  at  Richard  the  Third's  coronation,  aod  at 
that  of  l-xlward  VI  and  Queen  Mar\',  Sandwich,  Hitho.  nnd 
Rye  iliviitrd  (hem.  Al\er  Klizahcth'H,  it  wa«  agreed  they  ebould 
for  the  future  be  divided  nmonv^t  them  all. 

In  the  reign  of  Ilenrv  III  it  is  mentioned  that  the  Mar- 
quises of  the  Marcheii  of  Wales  claimed  the  right  of  bearing 
the  canopies ;  but  tbcir  claim  was  reputed  a  frivolous  oacf  aod 
refuiicH  accordinEly- 

Ilowever  burdensome  this  attendance  at  consnations  might 
be  considered,  when  taken  in  conncition  with  their  other  ser- 
vices, however  frivolous  the  claim  of  the  little  bells  And  staves, 
and  however  ridiculous  the  particoloured  suits  of  clothes  worn 
by  the  Barons  may  appear  to  us  id  thia  day,  yet  1  can  but  tliiuk 
It  was  of  immeuac  importance  to  our  inonarcbs  to  have  the 
Bttcndance  of  the  Cinque  Ports  at  Ihclr  coronations ;  for  when 
we  rrcollcct  that  their  shipping  eoiistituteil  the  great  navy  of 
the  kingtiom,  and  thnt  the  right  to  the  thruiie  was  fre^iuently,  in 
the  earlier  dayn  of  hiMory,  di«puti-d,  it  wnn  highly  desimblc  to 
hare  tbia  guarantee  nhidi  the  Barons  thus  gave  to  maintain 
their  poMcr.  By  thus  attending  their  coronation,  they  in  u 
tnanner  pledged  thcmM:lves  to  be  their  true  and  loyal  aubjcctB, 
and  became  the  main  props  of  (he  throne. 

Under  the  word  "  Ilonours,"  in  the  Charter  of  liMward  I,  is 
MtppoMd  to  bo  meant  the  service  at  the  coronation  ;  hut  thia 
Baa  not  the  dstc  of  the  origin  of  it;  for  it  appears,  thut  when 
Queen  HIeanor,  ddughtcr  of  Hugh  Earl  of  Provence,  wife  to 
King  Ilenn'MI,  in  the  twentieth  year  ofliis  rcigit, was  crowned, 
the  Barons  of  the  Ports  bure  the  eanopy. 

Tims,  from  a  very  early  period  have  the  "Barons  of  the  Cinque 
Ports  borne  the  canopies  over  the  heads  of  ilicir  kings  and 

?ueenn  nt  ibeir  respective  coronations,  down  to  thnt  of  Cieorgc 
V,  in  the  year  IH'Zi  ;  but  at  those  of  William  IV  and  of 
our  present  gnicioKs  Sovereign  Uucen  Victoria  their  scr- 
vicea  were  dispcniicd  with ;  and  ihiis  have  ended  the  nevcml 
ancient  nervicca  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  ancient  town*,  and  their 
members,  heretofore  done  by  sea,  by  land,  and  at  the  coro- 
natiotM   of  our    sovereigns;     and    whether    they  shall    ever 


be  ■gain  rerhpcd.  It  taou  be  tbe  lot  of  Mtne  future  tuslorian  to 
deseribe. 

Let  aa  acm  tunt  to  conHtler  what  w«t«  ibc  various  pr!\-ite{r« 
conferred  on  tbc  Ciaqnc  PurU  in  omsequcncc  of  tlie  ^uluablc 
service*  pcriurmrd  li^  them;  and  b«TV  itc  muitt  r«vcrt  tu  ihe 
6r>i  Charter  of  Edinuii  I,  pretDistng,  that  when  these  arc  suf- 
lit  M-tilK  csploinvd  in  the  ghmnry  following  the  Charters,  v-e 
ahjU  Dot  cnUt^  any  (ortiier  upoa  them. 

I'his  Chajter  decUivs  thai  "  the  Bu\>tt«  shall  have  all  the^^ 
liberties  and  frecdonu  ;  be  <)ait  of  all  toll  snd  all  custom,  ^^K^H 
is  to  say.  of  all  lastage,  uUag«,  pasjajjc,  cnrnnee,  rJvage  ;  (t^^ 
from  poDH^  and  all  wrack  ;  «f  aU  their  sellia^,  burin^,  mid  re- 
buying,  throu^out  an  OUT  land  and  domiiiton  ;  with  soc  .-ind 
sac,  nnd  thol  and  them ;  and  that  thev  may  have  infnngihctr; 
that  they  may  be  nreclc-rrve  ai>d  wil-lree,  Imt^e-frce  and  lovc- 
copc-frec;  and  that  tJter  tnar  have  den  and  atrood  at  Great 
Tannouth;  and  also  that  they  may  be  quit  of  sbires  and  hun- 
dreds :  and  that  they  may  have  their  fintuls  iu  aca  and  land  ;  be 
quiet  of  all  ibeir  goods  and  merchaud^se,  as  our  freemen  ;  thai 
ihey  have  their  honours  in  our  court,  niiit  ihc-irlibcrtii-a  throuf^h- 
out  all  uur  litnd,  nbere»oever  they  shall  <xrme;  and  that  they  of 
all  their  lands  which)  in  the  forty-fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
&tltcr,  they  posacsacd,  may  be  free,  for  ever,  of  commou  auiu- 
mans,  before  our  juatices,  fw  nil  manner  of  pleas  itinernnt,  in 
nhatst)evtT  cMiuilicM  such  thnr  lands  be.  Thnt  the  Barvtis  shall 
have  ulfanj;ihcH'  in  their  lands  within  the  ports  aforesaid, 
thai  may  be  not  put  id  any  n»sizeK,  juries,  ur  n-eogiiitioimby 
reason  of  their  furei^ni  tenure  agaii^t  thtrir  will.  And  thnt  of 
their  proper  wines  for  which  they  trade,  they  be  (}uit  of  our 
ri;;hl  prise  (that  is)  of  one  ton  of  wine  twfnre  the  mnsc,  and 
another  af^er  the  masL  Tlint  tbc  kin^  shall  not  have  the  ward- 
Blii|w  or  marria^-s  of  ihc  heirw  of  the  Bamns." 

When  it  ia  borne  in  mind   thai  merchants  and  traders  in  the 
times  of  these  cnrly    Charters  conKl  not  have  iheir  supply  of 
lEooda  throUf*h  the  nieiliutn  of  eommercial  travellers,  us  is  now 
the  case,  that  roads  «-ere  then  rou;^  and   bad  and  dangerous, 
and  that  it  was  only  by  guinf;  to  the  prvat  (iurs,  which  were 
held   in   difTrrenl  porta  of  the  kinf^dom,  or   lo  the  cities  and 
laTfrer  towns,  ihey  could  obtain  the  vurioua  wares  ai)d  n 
chandiscB  they  required,  we  &Uall  sec  of  what  great  \alui?  it 
to  tlic    Itaruiia   to  have  been  exempt  from  the  various  la-t 
which   were  levied  on  otlters,  umlcr  the  names  of  toll,  cunt 
lastof^,  passage,  carriage,  rivap:,»nd  punsage.    Bui  these  pri 
" cgcs  were  not  nlwny9eiijuyedwilhout«)mcop|iOMi»on,for  wefi 
inl  llie  eily  uf  I^imdun  in  tlie  eightli  year  of  llcury  VI 11,  .v 
1616,  disputed  their  light,  as  appears  (rum  what  follows,  vi: 
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"  Mtmoramiti'u.  Tliui  iu  ihc  time  of  Sir  William  Butter, 
Kiii);lit.  bcinj;  >(aynrnr  London,  and  Richiirti  Broke,  Recorder, 
according  (o  iKe  Liberties  oi  the  Cinque  PorL^,  it  fortuned  one 
T^llliatu  (iuunte,  of  the  town  of  AVinchelsea,  draper,  in 
Fcbninrj-,  15  Hi,  to  comevnitciBliickwd)  Hall,  wiiliin  the  City  of 
London,  and  then  and  there  iMiiipht  one  parcel  of  woollen 
cloth,  citlk-d  wiTtliu'n  can-ir,  to  ihc  vuhie  of  tJOn.,  and  as  soon  aa 
the  said  William  that  cloth  hiid  bought,  one  certain  officer, 
unta  the  nnid  Hull  nppertnining,  the  Kitid  cIoLh  seized,  accord- 
iit{>  to  their  custom  and  charter  of  I^nndon,  as  foreign  bottgbt 
and  foreign  sold,  forft-itcd.  Whcn-iipon  tlie  same  William 
ap|)rovtng  btm  to  be  a  freeman  of  the  Five  Porta,  required  ihc 
tanxp  elotti  to  him  to  he  redelivered,  that  notwithstanding 
could  not  be  hcurd,  nor  his  said  cloth  restored,  unless  he  mtist 
bind  htmscir  by  his  whtiiip  ohlif^utory  to  one  Nicholas  Mat- 
tockr,  bctiif;  Chamberlain  of  London,  in  the  sum  of  26j.  8^., 
chat  to  be  |>aid  Iu  the  use  of  Ihc  City  of  London  by  a  certain 
day,  if  he  by  that  day  approved  not  by  the  Charter  of  the 
Ports  to  be  free  iu  Loudon  in  hnyinij;  and  selling.  And  further 
withiu  the  same  year  and  time  of  Mayoralty  of  the  said  Sir 
William  Butler,  in  the  muuih  of  April,  came  into  the  said 
Hall,  called  Blackwell  Hall,  John  Carpenter,  Thomas  Adams, 
and  Hubert  Snggs,  of  the  lonn  und  port  of  Hye,  drapers,  mid 
then  and  there  bought  they  according  to  the  Liberties  of  the 
Five  Ports  two  bruud  cloths  of  the  eolour  of  violet  to  the  vahie 
of  £.ti  I3«.  Ad.,  and  in  like  manner,  n!i  soon  as  they  those  cloths 
hod  bought,  the  nforesiiid  officer  ibcsc  clothH  seized,  os  forcij^n 
bought  and  sold,  forfeited.  And  though  they  showed  them, 
not  only  by  substantiHl  proof,  but  niso  by  n  riting,  to  be  freemen 
of  the  s»id  Cinipie  Forts,  that  notwithstanding  in  any  wise 
could  itot  be  accepted  nor  taken,  but  utterly  those  cloths  to 
the  use  of  the  City  of  l^ondnn  as  forteited,  obscned  and  kept.'* 
In  con»n|iicncc  of  this  the  jMirtics  aggrieved  attcndeil  at  the 
ne»t  bnUhcrl!oo<l.  holden  at  ltomney,on  the  Tuesday  next  after 
the  duy  of  St.  Margaret,  in  the  same  year,  and  laid  their  com- 
plaint before  the  mayors,  baitiffft,  and  jurats  of  the  several  jiorts 
th^re  assembled,  who,  considerinfi;  thnt  the  parties  had  reason 
to  complain,  and  beiii^  luixious  to  guin  them  rvdresi,  vlth  one 
anent  and  eouHenl  of  the  uliole  body,  did  ehoottc  and  natoe 
John  WaslcKfe,  of  Sandwich,  lor  the  east  ports,  and  Ocoi^ 
Mercer,  of  Rve,  for  the  west  ijorts,  solicitors  for  the  whole  cor- 
poration of  the  Five  Ports,  that  they  at  the  next  term,  to  be 
tiolden  at  Westminster,  should  be  fur  to  sue  to  Ihc  council  for 
the  rcfnrmalion  for  all  and  lingular  the  premises,  which  said 
John  Wastclifc  and  Ueorge   fiercer,  according  to  the  trust 
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and  ooafidmcc  hv  thr  laid  oocpor^ion  put  !n  ihcm  nt  (be 
afbmnd  lerm  ■ppearcd,  that  is,  to  wit,  Michselmu  Trmi,  a.d. 
16 16.  After  coming  to  the  same  term  by  counset,  first  did 
tber  mike  search  to  the  ChancerT,  there  to  hive  ^igtit  and 
kuoiwle^  of  the  Chirtd'  of  London  to  koowr  and  understand 
vhit  iliiti^  it  wu  that  made  for  them  to  the  u»e  of  Loudou 
forci^i  bought  and  forei^  sohl.  forfeited,  aod  there  thcj  found 
tbeae  wurda:  **Thil  ao  fonrigner  sbiU  bti;  of  or  acU  to  a 
Ibreinier  aov  good*  but  under  pain  of  forfeiture  of  the  same." 
Bt  foreigner  here  is  meant  anj  peraoit  not  entitled  to  or 
enjovin^  the  freedom  of  the  City  of  LondoiL  Having  e\'amtaed 
the  CKiirirr  of  London  thev  n«st  looked  into  thiit  ofihf  Cmque 
PiHts,  and  there  iheT  found  the foUowitig  irocds  ;viz.  "  That  the 
Barons  of  the  Cin<iuc  Port»  shall  be  free  of  «U  iWir  M-liin^, 
their  buTiti^,  and  rcbuying  throughout  all  the  lands  and  ilomi- 
nnas  of  ourlonl  the  ktng.^  Having  Men  thc»e  ports  of  the 
two  Charters,  inqutir  was  cesct  made  as  to  their  rcRpective 
dates,  when  it  Bupeaird,  that  of  London  M*as  not  granted  until 
tbe  tirsl  vear  of  the  iri^Q  of  RichanI  II,  a.o.  I;J77,  vbercas 
that  of  the  Cinque  Porta  bore  date  1277,  bein^  exactly  one 
btindred  years  the  elder  of  the  two.  Besides  this,  it  appf^ra, 
that  a  certain  book,  lyiun  in  the  Chamber  of  London,  rcdted 
that  in  the  4'.M  year  ofEdnirdllL  a.d.  I UTO, orders  werenvcn 
tn  (he  mayor  of  London  "  that  the  Barona  of  the  Cinque  Ports 
abould  b«  free  tit  their  htiying  and  selling  In  the  City  of  Lod- 
don."  Theae  several  facts  having  been  proved,  it  was  ordered 
by  (he  aforesaid  WiUtum  ButW^  mayor  of  London,  iiMi-rinen, 
and  recunier,  **  that  the  mihI  diatmses  to  the  said  John  and 
Geocge  (the  solicitors)  should  be  delivered." 

As  a  Ainhcr  proof  of  the  greater  antiquity  of  the  Charter  of 
tlie  Cinque  PorU  than  of  that  of  tbe  City  of  London.  Jcakc 
J  iiifonnn  us  that  he  found  the  following  ineTnoraniliim  among 
I  the  rt'ciirds  ni  the  li>«  n  of  Rye :  "  The  Five  Pons  were  enfran- 
ditscd  in  the  time  of  Kdnitnl  the  ConlcsMr,  before  the  C'onquestj 
and  ill  thr  time  of  King  K<liirard  I,  after  the  Conquest,  the  Ports 
had  their  Charter  of  continnation,  by  which  they  be  free  of  aU 
tliflir  selliuft.  buyin;*,  and  rebuyinf;,  in  the  sixth  year  of  his 
reign,  A.o.  I'278.  jVud  ihc  City  o(  London  hud  ihi-lr  Charter 
of  foreign  bought  and  aold,  llie  fin^t  year  of  King  liichani  II, 
A.i>.  1377,  and  so  the  Charter  of  the  Ports  is  elder  ihait  the 
Charter  of  London,  ninety  and  nine  years  and  mure." 

Beiii;;  free  of  rivkgr  imjiUes  ctemption  from  the  tolls  levied 
ia  harbours,  and  this  privilegt  is  iiartiully  enjoyed  to  this  day. 
If  a  Baron  of  the  Ports  is  the  owner  of*  vessel  he  may  obtam 
the  follow  itig  otTlitieaie  from  the  mayor  of  the  lonu  lu  vrliich 
he  belongs: — 


"  The  ancient  town  of  »  These  are  to  certify  that  John  Vidlcr, 
llye,  in  the  county  Jof  the  ancient  town  of  Rye.  in  ilic  county 
of  Sussex.  )  of  Sussex,  merchant,  is  iifrrc  Baron  of  ibe 

town  and  [lori  of  Rye,  and  lliat  he  is  intitlcd  to  all  tho  privileges, 
exempliimH,  and  immiiiitticit  granted  by  Clinrti^r  to  the  Borons 
of  the  Cinque  PurtH,  two  aucicut  towns  uiid  their  members. 

"  Bxtiinincd,      Given  inider  my  hiutd  and  scid  of  office  this 
Tho».  Procter,         First  Dhv  of  October,  One  Thousand  EighL 
Town  Clerk.  Hntidreil  and  Twenty  \inv. 

"NATtt.  Pkoctkr,  Mayor  (l.8.)" 
On  the  production  of  this  certifimte,  with  the  name  of  iha 
party  obtaining  it,  a  free  Boron  enjoys  the  following  coemptions, 
viz.:  Whereas,  if  any  other  vc»5el  aitchont  in  Varmoiith  Roads 
tl  pays  to  this  pore  the  sum  of  one  slitJUng,  one  belonging  Co  a 
free  Bnron  pays  only  (he  smallest  siilver  coin,  so  that  some 
Dusters  from  Kyc  carry  a  silver  penny  with  them,  for  the  pur- 
pose. On  entering  the  ports  of  Neweaslle  or  Exeler,  where 
other  vessels  pay  4o.  per  ton  town  dues,  these  j>ay  only  2d.  or 
half  dues.  In  the  port  of  London  snother  vessel  Inden  with 
mm  (say  400  qrs.),  pays  \d.  per  qr.,  or  S*.  4^,,  while  the 
Cinque  I"*ort  one  so  lauen  pays  Ii.  6rf.  These  exemptions  are 
of  no  very  great  value,  only  as  tbey  serve  to  show  how  long  the 
privileges  have  been  preserved. 

The  Burons,  having  »oe  and  aac,  being  quit  of  ^\\\rv*  and 
huDflreils,  free  of  all  their  lands,  wherever  they  might  be,  not 
being  linhlc  tu  be  put  in  iiny  assize,  jury,  or  rceugoitioa  by 
reason  of  their  foreign  tenure,  I^;ainat  their  will,  and  having  the 
wardship  of  their  heirs  and  the  free  disposal  of  them  in 
marrisgc,  were  in  the  enjoyment  of  many  very  envinble  pri- 
vileges ;  they  were  thus  freed  from  mnny  expensive  and  irksome 
attendances  at  the  courts  itinerant,  cither  as  jurors  or  plainlill's, 
or  defendants  in  their  t»wn  causes.  By  having  the  wardship 
and  marriage  of  their  hein  they  were  &ced  from  one  of  the 
basrst  of  the  badges  of  feudal  slavery. 

Some  of  these  iirivileges  are  still  possesaed.  No  inhabitant 
of  the  Ports  can  be  aumnioiicd  to  attend  on  n  jury  out  of  the 
juriidiccioii  of  his  own  town.  All  cases  of  assault,  petty  thefts, 
felonies,  in  short  all  actions,  civil  or  criminal,  as  they  were 
formerly  trie*!  before  the  mayors,  now  are  tried  before  the 
rccnrdcm  of  ilic  respective  [owns  in  which  they  nre  committed. 
UtfangthefT,  or  outfangthetf,implicd  the  right  of  having  a  thief, 
who  had  stolen  within  the  pnxiucts  of  any  port  and  Qud  from 
thence,  brought  back  to  that  ]>ort,  and  tried  and  judged  there. 
The  t'olluniiig  shows  a  case  in  which  this  right  was  exercised: 

"So  it  Is,  that  the  "ilst  day  of  April,  lilG.  within  the 
jurisdiction  and  liberties  of  tlic  ancient  towu  and  port  of 
Uye,  which  is  one  of  the  atKient  towns  of  the  Five  Forts,  one 
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John  Burrell,  late  of  the  town  of  Lvdd,  in  the  county  of  Kent, 
painter,  coinmittcd  felony,  in  the  stealing  of  a  huru',  the  colour 
nay*  tht-  price  of  '•H)i.,  aad  so  aooQ  as  the  said  Joha  the  said 
hone  had  hIoIgii,  fled  and  avoided  Ihim  bencc,  and  the  2:id  day 
ol'the  taxac  monlh  of  April  [ht^n  next  enaiiin^,  at  a  place  called 
AKreston,  in  the  said  cuuiity  of  SuBsex,  and  witbiu  the  juris- 
diction Ritd  liberties  of  Uie  nlibot  and  convent  of  Baltic, 
the  same  John,  on  the  same  felony  waa  taken,  aiid  go  not  only 
the  said  John,  Imt  aUo  the  unid  hnrse,  u^lher  were  brou^tht 
to  wani  into  the  porter's  keeping  nf  the  monastery  uf  the  abbot 
of  Hattlc  nforesaid ;  nitd  iu>on  iifUT,  that  is  to  sny,  the  lastt  day 
of  the  said  month  of  April,  these  prcmixca  to  the  mayor  and 
jumts  of  the  towu  and  port  of  Rye  knona  ;  the  same  mayor 
and  jurats  by  their  vrridngiindcrihcir  seal  of  office  of  mayoral^ 
of  the  same  town,  acconling  to  the  said  liberties  of  the  Five 
Ports  written  and  scaled,  made  request  to  l^wrancc,  then  and 
yctbeini;  abbot  of  the  soid  mona»>tcry  uf  Battle,  for  restitution 
and  delivery,  not  only  of  ihc  said  John,  but  also  of  the  said 
horse,  lo  the  intent  that  tlie  king's  laws  mijiht  proceed  and  have 
plea  ngainat  the  same  John  Burrell,  according;;  to  his  denaeritit, 
after  law  withto  the  said  town  and  port  used,  nbich  said  abbot 
uiterly  denied  tlie  same  John  Rurn-II  pmoiier,  and  right  to 
the  said  horse  to  the  said  town  and  port  of  Rye  to  be  restored 
and  delivered;  but  incontinently  the  same  abbot  the  same  John 
BurroU,  for  the  said  felony  committed,  and  done  by  Mnrrant 
mudc  from  Mr.  William  A&hburnham,  then  being  sheriff  of 
Snssex  and  Surrey,  cnntmry  to  the  liberties  of  the  Ports  by 
the  proper  servant  of  the  said  abbot,  did  so  send  to  the  prison 
■nd  gaol  of  the  Kinf^'a  llciich,  in  Soutlmark,  next  unto  the 
City  of  London,  which  premises  thus  used  and  done,  the  said 
mayor  and  jurats  of  the  said  town  and  ]i«rt  of  Rye  that  con* 
Biderioff,  that  the  libertteH  of  the  Baid  I'orts  then  ohould  be 
usurped,  injured,  and  M'ron[;ed,  if  that  M  should  be  suffered, 
thought  it  necvs&ary  to  call  a  common  council  of  the  threa 
west  ports  for  cHpeiMal  purpose  and  reformation  of  the  same, 
wherefore  they  by  one  aiuent  sent  the  brotherly  letters  of 
monition  unto  the  towns  of  Hastings  and  WiQclicl»ea  lo  pray 
tbe  mayor  and  hailitf  of  the  same,  iit  a  day  appointed,  to  bo 
and  have  assembly  at  the  town  of  WinehclseB,  and  a  court  of 
gestlingc  lo  be  boldcn  there,  accordin;^  lo  the  old  usages  of  the 
atad  three  ton-UH  as  of  old  time  used.  At  which  day  aud 
aaaembly,  that  ia  to  say,  the  I'2th  day  of  Mav,  Kilti,  there 
appenrod  for  IIn!ttii))><i,  Henry  Cenelier,  bailiiT.  Uielmnl  Mnf^r- 
50II  andTlioiniis  Goddanf,  junits;  for  Winchclsen.  Itubert  Spor- 
IDW,  mayor,  John  Kirkeley,  James  Mnrshnll,  and  Morse  Pette, 
JuroUf  for  Rye,  Nicholas  Sutton,  mayor,  (icorge  ^feroer( 
Gabriel  Waytc,  jurats.    At  which  said  assentbly  and  court  the 
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Kd  injunea  and  other  tliv  itrcmiKcs  before  the  s^d  mayors, 
batlifr, auO  jurats,  showed  ntiu  alleged,  it  was  at  the  tiaid  court 
condesceiuled  and  ngreod  timl  tht  said  tJcor^c  Mercer  and 
Richard  lio^rnon,  men  there  named,  should  he  soljcilors  at 
ifae  iwxl  ti-rm  for,  nnd  in  Ihc  name  of  the  n-holi-  car|K)ra- 
lioD  of  ihc  IVrls,  there  to  sne  in  council  for  returmation  of 
the  siiid  u»ur7>n(ion  and  injurv  done,  and  to  have  tor  their 
cxncriK's  and  costs  such  as  they  sliiill  disfjeud  for  the  same. 
Whereupon,  at  the  next  icrtn,  that  is  to  say,  Easter  Term, 
IG,  the  taid  Gcorpc  Mercer  and  Richard  iti^rct-son  being  at 
'eKtniinster.  by  |>rucea!  of  time  in  their  suit  had,  it  was  there 
condescended  by  council  that  the  said  Jtdiu  Biirrcll  should  with 
BfM:cd  be  indicted  within  the  town  of  Itye,  of  ami  for  ihe  said 
feloay  committed,  and  that  indictment  tulwsvalcd  as  well  with 
the  genera]  seals  of  the  jurors  aa  with  the  ncal  of  office  of 
mityorally  of  tlie  said  tomi  of  Hyc.  AVhich  indictment  for 
suflicient  inslniction  to  he  had  of  all  Ihc  Porta,  in  such  case, 
when  &uch  things  shall  fortiine,  which  wan  noted  and  mndo 
by  substantia]  council,  followcth  in  these  words  : 

"•  By  an  inquest  taken  in  the  town  of  Rye,  one  of  the  ancient 
iown»  of  tlie  Five  Ports,  aud  of  the  liberty  of  the  &aiuc,  on  the 
'ifith  day  of  May,  1 616,  in  the  huudred  of  the  same  town,  as 
Well  according  to  the  said  liberty  aa  lo  the  use  aod  custom  of 
the  Mune  town  of  Rye  and  other  towns  of  the  Cincjue  Ports 
and  their  mmiU-n,  fur  siicli  timeaa  againal  uhicli  tlie  memory 
of  man  runneth  not,  as  well  «s  sceording  lo  the  liberty  and 
privilege  to  the  miiyont,  biiiliir^t,  and  junts,  and  other  inhabit- 
ants of  the  said  Cinque  Ports,  hy  Charters  of  divers  kings  of 
England,  progenitors  of  our  lord  the  Icing  grantnl,  and  novr 
also  by  our  lord  Ihe  king  granted,  confinnen,  nnd  ratified  hy 
hia  letters  patent,  before  Nicholas  Sutton,  mayor  of  the  said 
town  of  live,  Clement  Adam,  (icorgc  Mercer,  and  John  Car- 
penter, jurats  of  the  same  town  and  keepers  of  the  pence  of  our 
lord  tlie  king  in  the  aaid  town,  as»igacd  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  and  singular  the  felonies,  transi^reMionB,  and  other 
misdemeanoura  within tbesamctownperiKtratcd.  Ilisaflirmed, 
on  tbe  oatha  of  Rol>crt  Soggs,  Robert  Uervia,  Richard  Broke, 
Thoniaa  Tevimell,  Alexamler  Shalford,  Robert  Bennett,  John 
Russell,  Hankyn  Barrett,  Robert  White,  Thomas  Webb, 
ThomoH  liegeman,  itiid  8iitioii  Clilforde,  true  and  lawful  men  of 
the  town  aiul  liberty  aforesaid,  who  say  and  present  to  our  lord 
the  king,  that  one  John  Bunell,  late  of  Lydd,  in  the  oountyof 
Kent,  painter,  on  the  2Ut  day  of  April,  1611?,  by  force  of  aims 
llut  is  to  wiy,  with  Ktickn  and  kuivea,  one  gray  horse  of  the 
tbIuc  of  ;l('r.,  the  properly  of  one  ThamaB  Adam,  of  Rye, 
within  the  liberty  and  prl-cincta  of  the  same,  did  feloniously 
ukc  and  conrcy  away,  contrary  to  the  peace  of  our  Boid  lord 
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tbc  king.  In  t«»tiroony  whereof  the  Mtitl  mayor  and  jiiraU 
have  afhxed  their  seal  of  oflirc  of  mavor,  and  also  the  »aid 
jurors  have  set  their  unis  to  this  inquest.  Gircn  at  the  town 
of  Kye  aforesaid  on  the  said^Ut  dayof  Ajiril,  1016.* 

''This  indictnient  having  been  produced  in  Trinity  I'crniDcxl 
eD8uiiiK>  hy  the  said  George  \lerccr  and  Richard  Roj^erupn, 
who  brijii)>ht  uilh  thtm  tno  sufHcient  men  from  Rye,  who, 
tugt^thi^r  Mith  iliemBelvp§,  were  ball  for  the  safe  custody  of  the 
B»id  John  Burrcll,  tliat  is  on  the  '22d  of  June  in  the  same  year, 
before  the  justices  in  the  King's  Bench.,  when  it  appearing  the 
■aid  John  nurrell  was  not  a  prisoner  to  the  said  jiisiices,  bui  to 
the  HherifT  of  Sussex,  sued  a  writ,  called  a  habeas  corpus,  to 
remove  the  said  Jotni  to  smnd  and  be  oh  prisoner  only  to  the 
said  kin|;'.4  justices  in  hia  bench.  That  UTit  done  and  oped, 
the  said  John  Burrcll  then  only  slandiug  and  being  nriitouer  to 
the  said  justices,  the  staid  George  Mereer  and  Riehara  Uogcrson 
sbowcd  their  indictment  requiring  the  same  John  Burrcll  to 
tbem  to  be  dcliveretl  to  Iml  to  a  certain  day  in  th<^m  to  be 
limited.  The  same  juntlce^  th<.-n  hn\'ing  read  (he  same  indict- 
ment, allowed  the  said  John  niirrel!  to  be  sent  to  Rye  to  be 
sticd  on  the  octave  of  St.  Martin,  and  which  trial  ihey  were  In 
certify  to  the  said  justices.  After  this,  on  »ppliention  to 
the  anbot  of  Battle,  the  stolen  horse  was  given  up,  and  on 
July  6tli  next  the  prisoner  was  tried  at  live  and  found  guilty 
of  the  felony,  when  he,  pretending  to  be  a  clerk,  had  judgment 
rfprievcd  to  a  further  day,  that  is  to  say,  to  the  I6th  of  July, 
for  the  appearance  of  an  onlinary,  who,  on  that  day,  appeared 
before  the  mayor  and  jurats,  sitting  in  plaine  hundretl,  ex- 
amined the  same  John  Burrell,  and  pronounced  him  to  be  a 
clerk  and  member  of  church ;  when  the  said  John  Burrcll  then 
and  there,  according  to  the  lawa  of  the  land,  with  the  letter  T 
wat  brent  in  the  braiini-  of  the  left  band,  and  then  to  the  satd 
onlinary  was  there  delivca-d  for  safe  custody  nrrnrding  to  the  law 
and  cuMtom  of  the  king<li>ni  nf  b'ngland.  .\nd  after  thtit  time  ap- 
pointed the  said  George  Mercer  and  Thomas  Adam,  by  council, 
put  into  the  Court  of  the  King's  Bench  before  the  king's 
justices  (a«  they  were  ordered  to  do)  the  plea  of  certificate  made, 
touching  the  final  end  and  conclusion  of  all  these  premiecA." 

A  aimtliir  cnKc  to  the  foregoing  happened  a  few  years  ago 
in  the  town  of  Rye,  when  a  man  stole  two  great  coats,  ran 
awny  nith  them,  and  sold  them  at  Canterbury,  where  he  vraa 
taken  and,  together  with  the  stolen  goods,  brought  back  to 
the  former  town,  trictl,  convicted,  and  condemned  to  scvcB 
years'  transportation.  But  then  this  ia  now  the  law  every- 
where; fur  if  a  man  steals  a  horse  in  llniiipKliirc,  lakrs  it 
into  Kent,  and  is  capturwl  there,  he  is  carried  back  into  the 
former  county  and  tried  there.     Nevertheless,  when  tliijt  power 
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wa*  ^tited  to  the  Cinque  Ports,  it  must  have  been  considered 
ft  pnvilcgo,  othcm-jse  it  would  not  have  been  lUua  spccltilly 
mrntioiird.  It  i.s  further  clear  that  ttomc  value  must  have 
bfen  itttacbed  to  this  right,  otherwise  the  nbbot  of  Bnttle  would 
not  have  been  so  teoitcioiu  in  keeping  the  |irisontT,  John 
BiirrcU,  after  having  captured  him.  1  presume  the  abbot  of 
Battle,  withia  bis  jurisdiction,  bad  tlic  lamc  privilege  as  the 
ma;rors  of  (he  Ctnqtie  Ports,  and  one  of  the  adi^antages  wna 
tKat  of  saving  trouble  and  expense  to  the  person  vrho  had  lost 
praptrty,  tita!>ntuch  us  he  and  hia  Mitnesses  were  generally  on 
the  tpot,  and  hnd  not  to  tmvcl  to  some  distant  court  lo  hnvc 
the  ease  tried  ;  while  nnolher  accrued  to  the  loeal  jurisdiction. 
ill  consequence  of  the  goods  and  chattels  of  convicted  fcloiia 
being  forfeited  to  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  the 
town  n-itbin  which  the  felony  was  committed.  Uut,  since  (he 
time  we  are  now  speaking  of,  the  law  bus  evidently  been  altered, 
though  1  am  not  lawyer  enou(;h  to  »ay  at  what  time. 

Having  alluded  to  the  right  of  the  respective  Cinque  Porta 
to  the  c^haitela  of  convicted  felons,  it  may  he  aa  wcU  to  men- 
tion here  whatever  has  come  to  uur  knowledge  on  this  head, 
as  well  aa  what  relates  to  the  legal  rights  and  privileges  of  the 
Port*  in  general.  The  Charter  of  Kdward  IV  Una  these  words: 
**Ttiat  the  Bamns  nnd  goo<l  men  of  the  Ports  and  tnemhers 
may  have  the  chnllcis  of  felons  howsoever  condemned  or  con- 
vict." But,  though  here  mentioned  for  the  first  time  in  the 
Charters,  Jeakc  is  of  opinion  the  right  was  id  existence  long 
before.  In  this  aame  Charter  is  aloo  granted  to  the  Cinque 
Port*  the  right  of  erecting  gallows  for  the  execution  of  crimi- 
nal*. Thus  the  Pons  had  the  privilege  of  tri-ing  felons,  of 
executing  them,  and  of  M?iziiig  their  goods  and  chnitcis  to  their 
own  public  benefit,  and  all  tbci#{  several  rights  were  exercised 
in  the  following  ease:  "In  tbc  year  1742  lived  in  Rye  one 
Jobn  Breeds,  a  butcher*  at  tlie  house  standing  at  ibe  south- 
weat  comer  of  Pump  street,  immediately  opposite  the  south- 
east angle  of  the  ehurchyiird.  For  Kumc  cause  or  other  he 
bad  conceived  a  violent  animosity  figaiiist  Mr.  Tliomas  Lamb, 
cme  of  the  leading  men  of  the  lown,  mid  sccrcily  vowed  to 
KTvnk  his  vengeance  upon  him  ;  and  tbe  opportunity  for  gniii- 
fyutg  hi*  diabolical  passion  olTered  itself  on  the  night  of  (he 
iTtb  of  March,  iu  this  same  year,  when  a  vessel  was  about 
to  nail  from  the  rocks,  n  spot  not  far  from  tbe  preaent  tisb- 
markcL,  for  France,  and  on  hoard  of  which  some  friend  or 
relative  of  Mr.  Lamb's  was  to  take  his  pxv^age  for  that  coimlry, 
and  whom  it  was  his  intention  to  go  down  and  sec  depart ; 
but,  from  M>mc  cause  or  other,  fortunately  for  Mr.  Lamb, 
thooah  unfortunately  for  his  friend,  be  waa  prevented  from 
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^ing,  and  requested  liis  neighbour  and  relative  (Mr.  Allen 
Cirebbk-)  tfl  go  liw  liiiii,  which  he  did.  The  moon  was  up,  but 
|)iirti:illv  cuiicfulcd  hv  cluuds,  when,  n  lililc  ttlUr  midtiiulit, 
Breeds  Kwik  his  stnlinn  in  the  ehnrchynrd,  ihroiigh  whifli  Ihc 
ntiid  l»y  frvm  the  rocks  to  tbc  dnx-lling  itf  either  oCdic  above- 
named  gentlemen;  and  when  Mr.  Grehhle  npiiroauhed  hitn. 
!tu|>])ostn-;  him  to  be  Mr.  Lamb,  he  rushed  un  him  und  stabbed 
him  with  n  knife  which  he  used  in  the  eserciw  nf  his  trade  iib 
n  hulchrr.  Having  done  tlie  dreadful  deed,  he  tliren'  uwuv  hU 
weapon  and  ran  out  of  the  ohurchyard;  while  his  unfortutuite 
victim  had  just  strength  enough  to  reach  his  houHc,  \%hi(*h 
stood  at  llie  upper  iwirt  of  Middle  street,  where  it  turns  to- 
wards the  ehurcIiyarJ,  to  take  his  seat  in  a  chair,  out  of  which 
he  very  soon  fell  and  died,  to  the  oo  small  alarm  and  asconish- 
mcnt  of  his  servant,  wlio  was  at  first  rather  suspected  to  be 
the  miirdcrrr;  but  all  dnubis  on  this  head  were  soon  cleared 
u|>  by  Breeds  himselt",  who,  in  the  paroxysm  of  his  mge  (being 
generally  of  au  uuKovcrnabIc  temper),  nta  about  the  streets 
with  Rcarcely  an?  elothex,  exelniniing,  **  butchers  should  kill 
Iambs !"  in  ulliision  to  Iii-s  supposed  victim.  He  was  somi 
taken,  and  committed  for  trial,  whieh,  as  the  present  town  hall 
vms  then  being  built,  took  place  in  n  warrhou.sr  at  the  Strand, 
the  same  us  is  now  the  pro|K-riy  of  Mr.  Yidler.  He  was  found 
guilty  and  condemned  to  be  hanged  in  chains,  for  which  pur- 
pose a  gibbet  was  erected  in  a  marsh,  at  the  west-end  of  the 
toM'n,  which,  from  this  circumstance,  still  bears  the  name  af 
the  Gibbet  Marsh.  It  stood  a  little  above  the  present  'Hlling- 
ham  Sluice,  in  n  part  through  which  the  present  channel  of 
the  Tillinghnm  Hiver  has  hceu  since  cut.  Here  hu  was  luui^'d 
in  chains:  the  Rtblict  is  down,  and  nil  that  remains  of  the 
miscmble  culprit  is  his  skull,  which  is  now  lying  in  the  upjier 
chamber  of  the  town  hall.  jUler  the  condemnation  and  exe- 
cution of  Breeds,  his  property  was  seized  by  the  corporation, 
and  it  conKislcd  of  tlie  houce  mentioned  as  ni«  residence,  aixl 
of  a  houjte  in  the  Mini.'* 

In  that  same  Charter  of  Edwanl  IV,  it  is  said  the  naront 
sh.-dlhavc  tht'  chattels  of  outlawed  prrsomt,  and  Jcitkr  illustrate* 
this  privilege  by  the  following  examples:  '■  I  have  known," 
he  says,  "  the  mayor  and  iumla  of  Rye,  bv  authority  of  lhi» 
Charter,  seize  and  mke  the  goods  of  outfuws  after  the  capias 
hath  been  in  the  bandit  of  the  officers  ol  Dover  Castle  lo  exe- 
cute. And  long  before  my  time,  viz.  anno  1577.  I  find 
Richard  Strc«t,  of  [..ondon,  gent.,  u|)on  the  original,  sued  John 
St.ifific,  of  Hyc,  ia  aii  iittiim  of  debt  to  the  outlawry,  and  u|Kin 
\thc  capias  ntlaf^atuni.  ?\"niire  was  given  to  the  mayor  and 
jurats  of  Rye  tluit  Jcihn  Sioitnc  was  outlawed,  whereupon 
tliey  seized  bis  goods.      Before    the    seizure    thereof,  John 
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Sionop  ohtains  ihe  quten's  majesty's  pardon,  and  tIjereii|ion/ 
>Ilcgvth  that  Kis  goods  wtrre  panluiiKil  itlsii  anil  otiglit  Cn  1^ 
rMliirrd  to  I)im.  Nevertheless  it  was  rcsnlvcd  ihtil,  iil'ter  Cor- 
feiturr,  Olid  (he  iiit^rrest  of  thr  toun  vcKird,  l)ic  ijiktji,  l>y  lit-r 
pvdoQ,  could  not  tpvc  away  the  pjitds ;  hitt,  hy  her  jtnnlon, 
ne  contempt  of  ttit;  outlawiHl  person  wns  purduiicd,  iiitd  he 
iVcctTcd  tu  ui:i  ullcgiittiec  a^ain.  And  tints  was  ihc  opinion  ol' 
CounBfllor  Alcnekc  in  thr  cnfc,  en  as  thi-  «aid  John  Slonnc  wna 
(orwil  to  «grce  with  the  said  mayor  and  jurats  bcloi-c  he  i-ould 
have  hi»  goods  ngain." 

Ali)ii>ii};h  wc  have  said  that  all  actiouSi  whether  criminal  or 
civil,  «ere,  and  elill  may  be,  tried  iu  tho  respective  ports  iu 
which  the  cause  for  Uittm  arises,  yet  there  were  ccrtaiB  excejtLed 
cases  which  hnd  to  be  heard  at  the  Court  at  Shepway,  such  as 
thoMT  rclntiiig  to  the  i-rou n  and  dif^niiy  t>(  the  kin^,  and  others 
which  may  be  best  i-xjilaiiu-d  hy  reference  to  the  proceedings 
thereat.  The  following  t»  taken  from  the  old  Cuatoiual  of  Uye, 
u  quoted  by  Jeakc  : 

**  JUett,  The  lord  warden  hashcen  duly  sworn  in,  and  shall 
irUl  to  have  an  ussi-uibly  uf  the  Barons  of  the  Cinijuc  I'orta, 
for  those  thin;^  whieh  to  his  wardenship  nf  right  appertain 
to  be  done.  He  is  wont  to  »i-nd  his  letters  of  suinmoni*  by 
forty  daj-K  before  the  day  of  Shei)wiiy.  that  the  mayors  and 
hailiff*  of  every  town,  or  the  bailiff  where  a  mayor  is  not,  nnd 
aix  good  men  may  Iw  biHure  him  such  a  day  for  certain  causes 
to  the  Court  of  Shepway  appcrtaiiiinff. 

*•'  Xotwithstandin^  the  Court  of  Shepway  is  uot  wont  to  be 
haldea,  except  the  warden  shall  be  there  sitting  in  his  proper 
person,  and  wtlh  him  shall  »ii  all  the  mayors  and  haititTs,  uliich 
lor  the  time  shall  be  there,  on  each  side  near  him.  And  if  any 
jtidffiiicni  is  to  be  given,  with  the  assent  of  the  mayora,  and  of 
the  bailitfs  where  mayors  are  not,  it  is  to  be  given  and  declared 
by  the  mouth  of  the  warden.  And  it  is  to  be  noted  that  that 
court  is  kept  only  for  the  siil»c<)nont  particulars,  viz. ; 

"  First.  It  i»  to  be  inquired  by  twvKc  junils  then,  of  tliosc 
which,  for  the  lime,  shall  he  there  Bnramoued,  if  any  one  have 
spoken  sedition  ag:iiii»i  t)ie  king  or  <pK-en. 

"Abo,  if  any  have  counterfeited  the  seal  of  our  lord  the 
lung. 

"  Alw,  if  any  have  falsified  the  money  of  our  lord  the  king', 
ur  eoiiiitcrfeiled  the  euin  <>f  our  lord  the  king, 

•'  Also,  if  uny  of  the  liberty  of  the  Cinque  Ports  have  found 
trensun-  hid  under  the  e.irth,  <ir  elsewhere. 

"  Also,  if  any  mayor,  or  iHiihfT,  or  the  jurats,  have  given  any 
false  judgment  to  any  pleading!  nmnngAt  them. 

"  Also,  if  any  town  of  the  CinquR  Ports,  with  their  Dtembent, 
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have  withdrawn  themsclires  from  the  service  of  our  lord  the 
king,  mill  xlinll  not  liavc^  done  tliat  tut  of  right  itU  bound;  M 
notnith^tanrling,  if  ol'  ihia  it  nere  duly  wanie-d,  as  becomelh. 

"  Also,  if  liny  iMilitfKlinll  Ink*-  ollicnvise  hi*i  rti&U>in  lliun  Uf? 
niighi,  or  if  he  shall  not  have  done  due  execution,  aa  of  right  to 
his  office  appcrtaiiicth,  or  if  hi:  sIuiU  huve  hurt,  or  tu^iully 
uhriilgcd  Ihr  lilKUy  in  anyitise. 

"  And  nolo,  thai'  that  tnc|tii«iTion  oof^t  lo  be  made  hy  rwn 
or  three,  as  ehall  be  nrcdful,  of  evciy  to'nii>  unto  the  nitmbcr  of 
twclvf,  bwausf  all  ihf  Cincjuc  Ports  intend  themwivcs  lo  he, 
and  arc,  only  one  commonalty.  And  according  (<•  that,  which 
thnt  iii(|iii«iiion,  beiiir  askL-d  of  the  articloc  of  thcmselvM,  aball 
Bay  that  if  any  one  of  the  liberty  of  the  Cintjuc  Por^  shall  be 
cijilly  in  nt'dition  of  our  lord  the  king  or  ijueen.  or  comitcr- 
leitin^  of  the  mhI  of  our  lord  ibc^  ^>^}^>  or  ral&ifvirif;  (he  nnmry 
of  our  loni  the  king:,  or  countcrfriiinp  the  coin  of  our  loni  the 
kin^,  prrKt-nlly,  hy  tin-  innuth  <if  thv  uarden,  of  the  aitat^iit  of 
the  mayors  attd  bailitlii,  it  shull  I>e  adjudKcdi  that  he  nhich  is 
found  griiilty,  if  he  shall  he  present,  ahnll  be  drawn  with  h(ir»r« 
in  the  circuit  of  the  street  of  Shrnn-ay,  and,  incnntinrnlly.  in 
the  siKht  of  all  there  being,  hnn^l.  And  if  be  be  not|in;4enC, 
the  »ainc  %\-ardcn  ahull  tirtnly  enjoin,  on  the  part  of  our  lord 
the  king,  nil  the  mayors,  luiilitTs.  and  alt  others  of  the  Cin(]Ue 
Ports  there  bein^,  that  m  hen  such  convicted  jwrson  « itbiii  any 
town  of  tbc  Cint|ue  Ports  may  be  found,  thai  forthwith  he  be 
taken  and  kept  safe  in  the  prison  ofourlord  the  king;  and  im- 
mediately after  the  taking-,  the  said  warden  shall  be  cerlifa-d 
thcreor,  that  his  judgment  in  the  place  and  presence,  where  at 
first,  aa  soon  as  the  said  warden  ahail  be  ai  leisure,  he  may 
receive.  And  thiBtlic  eiiiine  muyora,  orbniliiTs  tuid  uth^n.  lOiall 
Dot  omit,  under  the  forfeiture  of  all  ithich  to  our  lord  the  king 
they  can  forfeit. 

"  Also,  if  any  shall  be  coDvicted  of  treasure  fouad,  and  shall 
not  have  eertined  our  lont  the  king,  or  the  said  n-arden.  thereof, 
it  ahall  be  adjud<:cd  that  he  forfeit  nil  his  good)),  at  the  \ril\  of 
our  lord  the  ktnf>,  and  yet,  »o  that  he  be  in  his  tnerey ;  but  for 
this  he  shall  not  suffer  deaih. 

"  But  if  any  mayor,  or  bailiff,  or  the  jurats,  shall  be  con- 
victed upon  false  judgment  given,  he  that  hath  given  tliist  judg- 
ment may  nreseiitly  be  removed  from  his  iaent,  and  from  the 
council  of  the  tvnrdcn,  and  ihc  mayors  ond  bailifls  tlien  sitting. 
And  upon  this  the  warden,  of  the'  awent  of  the  residue  of  the 
tnnyiirit  aiid  bailifTs,  shall  give  for  judgment  that  the  liberty  of 
that  (own  be  seized  into  the  hands  of  our  lord  the  king,  until 
they  may  find  the  favour  of  our  lord  the  king  anew. 

"  But  when  any  proseciitclh  againal  any  conimonaltyi  for  false 
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yv'_".      -.  mil  lliat  commonalty  enn  Rcqiiit  itself  thereof,  he 
*  itcth  oiif^lit  to  be  iiiuicbnl  and  kept  in  eai'c  cufttofl^ 

M  ink-n,  ill  ihc  [irison  of  our  Ion!  the  kinKi  ii'Uil  he 

"I  I  islv  lo  the  Hnid  (mmmonaltif  their  damages  bv  the 

Uxiiiiuii  of  the:  rest  of  the  mnyors  then  being,  for  his  uiijust 
e«  in  plaint. 

"  AUo,  if  BQT  commoititlty  nhall  be  convicted,  that  it  hath 
irithdrHirn  itsplf  fnim  the  sttnice  of  our  lord  thr-  king,  and  that 
It  hath  nut  douc  as  it  Is  hound,  the  same  judgment  to  he  given 
thiil  is  dftcrmiiied  of  tiiUc  judgment." 

Hy  ilir  nbiivc  record  (which  Jcakc  supposes  to  have  been 
written  liliout  the  tenth  of  Henry  IV,  a.d.  I40K},  it  njipiiirs  that 
the  Court  of  Khepn-ay  only  took  cognizance  of  certain  pleas  of 
the  cruvii,  Riul  of  ci-ruia  ruiisca  of  litifration,  which  nruse  within 
tir  '  I  II  the  ports  themstlvcs  ;  hut  by  one  of  earlier  dale  it 

k<  ![  the  writs  ran  in  tiu-  kin^s^  niu!  not  in  the  warden's 

Uaiiti.-,  iliiit  a  (frcuter  number  of  thv  baron&  Mas  summoned, and 
that  uthtT  ciiu»e9  than  tbusc  of  the  picas  of  the  c^o^vn  before 
neniioned,  were  heard  and  determined  at  this  court.  This 
reoonl  niufl  thiia: 

*■  II1C  Kin^tu  his  beloved  aud  faithful  the  liailitfs  of  HaHtinga, 
pnecliriB;  Wr  nMuiitaiid  you,  thai,  every  i>c<iisiuti  laid  nuide, 
ye  be  ui  Shepnny  nt  stirli  a  dny,  before  our  W'tuvcd  and  faithful 
A-  Bt  ^c  ,  and  that  you  make  to  comr  hither  twenty-four  iif  the 
murr  loyal  anil  discreet  Uarons  of  llastinjcs  ami  others,  as  they 
ouglit,  aud  were  wont,  to  come  to  the  place  of  Shcpway,  to 
atiswor  before  the  aforesaid  justice)^  of  the  chief  |ioints  under- 
wrilleo  :  of  the  old  pleas  of  the  crown,  which  otlicrwise  M'ere 
bcfon:  the  justices  at  ShepwHV,  and  were  not  determined;  of 
the  new  pU-as  of  the  cmwn  ublch  have  happened  witlttn  the 
tiberty  in  the  time  of  peace,  after  the  justices  last  journeyed  at 
SKopway;  of  those  which  were  amerced,  &c. ;  of  churches;  of 
aaahte  of  cloth;  of  escheats,  &c. ;  of  those  which  have  robbed 
by  land  or  water,  after  peace  proclaimed;  of  purpresture  nnd 
measurea;  of  wines  sold,  &c. ;  of  treasure,  &c. ;  of  the  chattels 
of  French,  itc.;  of  Hewers  of  burghers,  &c.;  of  uierebanti.&c. ;  of 
eKchniiKL-,  Ac.  ;  of  fugitives,  &c. ;  of  wiigea,  &c. ;  of  new  ciistoma, 
&c.  {  of  default  of  shoIs,  Ac  ;  of  rapines,  &c, ;  of  ships  taken  in 
war,  aud  dclivcrccT  bv  William  dc  Wrothcham,  to  whom  they 
were  delivered,  and  who  hath  tliem.  and  what  is  done  nlib 
llitrm,  &c. ;  of  those  which  have  !>old  ships,  or  timber  to  build 
ships,  to  the  enemies  of  our  lonl  the  kin];,  'j'lmt  ye  make  to 
CCitiie  before  the  same,  our  justicc.t,  (it  the  lemi  aforewiitl,  all 
pleaa  aud  all  mtaehaieuta,  which  ouKht  and  were  wont  to 
eome  and  be  determined  before  the  justicea  holding  pleaa  at 
Sbcpwuy. 
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"  In  ilic  snme  innnner.  and  by  the  same  words,  it  m»v  bP 

writt<?n  to  llie  bailiffs  of  Konincy,  of   llythc,  of  Dover,  and  of 
Sandwicli. 

*'  And  whereas  atrifo  is  oftentimes  betn-ccD  the  men  of  the 
said  ports  mid  the  men  of  Yfirnioiith  nnd  Uiiiinich,  a  writ  shall 
be  niitde  to  the  Sheriff  of  Norfolk  and  Sufiblk. 

*•  The  King  to  the  Sheriff  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  prcetingi 
Know  ye,  that  we  have  made  to  be  summoned  at  such  a  duy  nt 
ShL-pniLY  ull  the  \i\eas  of  the  C'in()uc  Ports,  aa  on<;ht  and  are 
wont  to  bi'  hfkl  beforp  the  justices  at  Shepway.  Ami  therefore 
to  thee  wc  couiiuaiul>  lliut  thou  make  to  be  known  these  tiling 
tn  the  men  of  Yarmouth,  and  to  the  bailiffs  uf  Dunwtch,  so  that 
if  iiTij  \\\l\  complitiii  of  itny  itIio  niay  Ik  of  (he  liherty,  or  M'lihia 
the  liberty,  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  he  may  be  then  at  Shepway, 
bi-forc  the  iiforexaiil  mir  jiisiioctt,  to  |iro]K>nnd  his  complaint,  and 
to  receive  justice  thereupon." 

A  third  record  runs  iw  follows,  viz.: 

•'  ShfpK'tiy.  The  Court  of  Shepway,  vvhieh  is  the  journey  of 
the  Barons  of  the  Cinijue  Porli4,  holdcii  there,  on  \I  ondav  next 
before  the  Feast  of  St.  Grecory,  in  the  year  of  the  rcign  of 
King  Edward  HI,  after  the  Conqticst  of  Englnnd  the  twenty- 
fourth,  and  of  France  the  eleventh. 

"  It  tvns  eoinmnnded  to  the  mayors  and  balltfll«  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  that  every  one  of  chem  should  make  to  come  here  at 
this  day,  of  every  their  jKirts  twelve  ijood  nnd  lawful  men  of 
the  juratH  of  every  town  of  the  port!>  aforesaid,  tof^tlier  with 
themselves,  witb  all  articles  mid  other  tliiuits  loucliin^'  the  aiiti- 
qiiities  of  the  court  afurcMiid,  atrcnstomcd  to  be  done  and  re- 
ceived, accui*din|*  to  the  custom  of  the  ports  aforesaid  to  them 
enjoined.  &c.  And  now  (-ume  all  (he  mayors  and  bnililftt  of  the 
porta  iforesuid,  and  they  rrlurn  their  maudnU-s  wiih  the  names 
of  tile  jurats,  oa  ap|)«ari'th  by  tlicir  rvtiirns  aforexiiid. 

"  llithcrtotosotbcrnisc,  day  is  given  to  the  pledges  of  Robert 
Lid,  to  he  at  the  next  Court  of  Shepway,  as  in  the  precedent 
court  is  eonlained. 

"  It  was  commnnded  to  the  miiyor  and  bailiff  of  Rye.  at  the 
I  precedent  court,  that  they  should  take  William  Unker»  of  Hye, 
by  his  body,  so  that  thoy  should  have  him  to  be  here  al  tnia 
court,  to  Joanc,  which  was  the  wife  of  Chntlfs  Colyn,  as  in  the 
court  precedent,  whereupon  further  day  is  (tiveii  to  them  at  the 
next. 

"The  cummoufiliv  of  the  town  of  Komney,  otherwise  in  the 
court  lii-re,  llttit  in  to  sav,  on  Monday  in  ihe  morrow  of  (he 
Apoatbfs  I'l-tcr  and  I^luf,  in  the  year  of  Ihe  reign  of  King 
Kdwnrd  the  Third,  nfu-r  the  Conipifst  of  Eiiylinnl  the  tweiity- 
accund,  but  of  hin  reign  nf  France  the  tenth,  before  Stephen  de 
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^  icrsh,  thcu  witrdcii,  ucrc  allowed  to  the  Ramc  vnnlen,  as 
J^iey  wrri'  allnwwi  twfore  Robtiri  de  Kcin!nle,8finu'tinic  warden, 
that,  clinC  tticy  haw  not  a  ntuyor  of  ihcnisclvca,  as  they 
■ht  to  have.  And  tliey  have  day,  ns  before,  at  the  next, 
'The  Comluirons  of  the  Cii)i|ti(;  I'orls  iicrc  allowed  by  the 
wanlcn  here  in  court,  and  inquired  if  they  were  bound  to  come 
hcrr  nt  the  court  itinerant,  which  aaj-  tbnt  they  are  bound  to 
ruintt  bi'nr  before  the  wardrii  as  justice  itinerant,  &c.,  uud  not 
utber  where  before  any  other  justice. 

*'  Hcrr,  at  this  court,  a  day  is  j^iven  to  att  (he  Hiiroii»  of  the 
Ciiiriur  Porta,  ou  MondliV,  next  uftvr  the  fonsL  ul'  Suiiit  (>corge> 
to  certify  the  tvardeii,  at  Ix>ntlon,  of  the  aitick-s  tuiicliiii>;  their 
liberties'  and  cu&toms  under  their  seals  sereralt;  what  they 
claim  by  rcasou  of  iheir  liberty." 

'HieM:  three  are  the  only  documents  we  have  to  produce 
with  reforeiicc  to  the  strictly  legal  business  tran<tact<'d  al  the 
Court  of  Sliepway.  What  n^fturds  tht  stearin-,;  in  iif  the  warden 
will  Ik"  bnmgtU  forward  under  another  head.  A-f  id  the  above 
(locumctiut  there  are  great  diaere|)nncie8,  it  nniat  be  our  endca- 
roiir  to  reconcile  them.  And,  iu  order  to  do  this,  we  must 
hrp  our  rcndemto  bear  in  mind  that  the  recortl  which  is  placed 
M'cond  in  our  plan  nf  nrian);emcnt  i%,  in  |>oint  of  date,  the  first. 
Jeatte  says  this  document  is  similar  to  one  in  Bracton's  'Trca- 
liacs  of  llie  t'rown,' conscnticnlly  the  uaaj^s  of  the  Court  of 
Slirpway  thcrt'iii  Inid  down  inuHt  hnve  been  in  existeoce  In  tbe 
rri{;n  uf  Henry  III,  in  whose  time  Bracton  lived,  haviiie  been 
a  very  eminent  lawyer  and  a  ju^tioc  itinerant.  Hence  it  may 
\k  inferrcti  that  at  that  period,  and  probably  from  that  uf  the 
nritrin  of  ihc  Ciiii|uc  Porta,  these  usaftes  mual  Iwve  pnivailtd. 
show  ill);  the  Court  of  Shcpway  to  have  been  the  superior  court  of 
the  C'iiu|uu  Porta  over  h  hieh  the  justice))  iciuemnt  presided  in 
the  Mime  way  an  they  then  did,  and  now  do,  at  the  courts  of 
Uflixc,  held  ill  the  several  counties  throu|;hout  Kn^and  and 
W-ilcB.  To  tliis  court  the  Cinque  Ports  then  brought  alt  their 
variotia  suits  ut  law,  to  be  there  heard  iiiilI  determined,  tliey 
clearly  nut  then  having  the  same  legal  juriMiiction  within  them- 
wdves,  which  afterwards  they  obtained. 

'Hie  hut  record  quoted  above  h  the  second  in  date,  hnviug 
bixn  issued  in  the  twenty- fourth  of  Kdward  III,  a.u.  1;J6U, 
mad  here  we  find  the  iwape  was  altered.  Tbe  court  «aa  no 
longer  presided  over  by  the  jusiiceti  itinerant  but  by  the  wiurden, 
lUUtcd  by  the  innyors,  ImititTs  uud  jurats  uf  the  respective 
porta.  And,  lastly,  the  lunt  reciml,  the  dute  of  wliieli  Jeiike 
•uppo^es  to  have  been  about  tlic  tenth  of  ileury  IV.orA.D. 
^1408,  agrees  with  the  last  in  showing  tbal  the  wKnk-n  was  tbe 
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president  of  the  court,  and  thnt  bere  now  were  only  hrard  iJtc 

idriw  <if  the  crown  nnd  wrlftin  coM-s  arising  between  the  diC- 
rreni  ])nn>t,  forming  uliio,  nt  the  same  lime,  a  kind  of  conn  of 
a)>[iciil  from  the  dccixioni  of  the  lower  courts  in  the  r*8p*ctive 
Cinque  Porta  Rnd  ancif  nl  towns. 

Ak  a  proof  of  ita  bring  a  court  of  appeal,  ire  may  adduce 
the  following  case,  which  was  brought  before  il  in  tlie  rdgn  of 
Edwwil  III,  in  March,  1315: 

"John  Archer  here  in  court  complninelh  himself  a^iainst 
John  Monyii,  of  L>ovep,  of  a  plea  of  trespass;  and  «hi-rrupijii 
be  ooniplaineth  that  the  aforesaid  John  Monyn,  on  ^IoikIav, 
next  after  St.  I'eter  in  the  Chair,  in  the  vcar  of  the  ri-ign  of 
Kiiif^l']dward  III,  aher  the  Conquest  of  England,  the  twenty- 
third  ;  the  aforesaid  Jolin  ATx;hcr,  in  the  town  of  Dover,  to«k 
nnd  imprisoned,  and  in  the  prison  by  seven  weeVa,  next  en- 
Buinp,  him  delaiiied  unjiisth\  to  the  damage  of  twenty  marks, 
nnd  thereof  he  productth  suit,  &e.  And  the  aforesaid  John 
Monyn  romelh  nnd  defendcth  and  saith,  that  the  uforc«aid 
John  Areher  was  justly  imprisoned,  for  he  saith  thnt  he  wu 
bound  to  William  Archer,  his  brother,  in  a  certain  sum  of 
money  by  one  trnting  ohli{>ator}',  for  which  he  wna  attached 
to  answer  to  the  afurcsnid  William,  his  brother,  who  enmv  into 
the  court  at  Dov<-r,  nnswered  to  ihe  aforesaid  William,  hia 
bri*tScr,  and  deninl  that  writing  obligatory  to  be  hia  deed, 
and  upon  thin  he  »as  convicted  by  twelve,  &c.,  that  it  was  his 
deed,  and  w  he  was  imprisoned  and  not  otherwise.  And  tbe 
aforesaid  John  Archer,  here  in  court,  aald  that  he  did  not  deny 
tliat  writini^obligntorr  to  be  his  deed,  bat  acknowledged  it,  and 
ullegt-d  in  the  court  of  Dover  aforciiaid,  chat  by  \'irtue  of  that 
deed  of  the  Hforesiiid  debt,  he  ought  not  to  answer,  for  that, 
that  in  the  time  of  the  making  of  the  deed  afon-said,  be  was 
imprisoned  by  the  same  William  Archer,  hia  brother,  kc,  and 
in  prison  that  writing  obligatory  made,  £LC.,Bod  therefore  be 
pmyed  judgement,  &c.  And  the  aforcaaid  John  Monyn  siu'th 
that  the  aforesaid  John  Archer  altogether  gainsaid  that  to  be 
hia  deed,  &c.,  and  this  be  prayed,  that  by  the  record  and  pro- 
cess of  the  court  of  Dover  nfuresaid  it  might  be  tesiiticd,  and 
day  is  given  to  him  to  have  the  record  and  process  aforesaid  at 
the  gate  of  the  Cnade  of  Dover  on  Saturday,  next  af\er  the  Feast 
of  8t.  Gregory  the  Pu|>c,  next  ensuing,  Ike,,  and  tlie  same  dajr 
is  given  to  tbe  afi>re*jiid  John  Archer  to  receive  nnd  accept 
there  tliiit  which  justice  shall  jiorsumlc,  ftc,  at  which  day  tho 
aforesaid  John  iVrelter  canie,  &c.,  and  the  aforesaid  John  Monyn 
come  not  with  the  rcconl  and  process  aforesaid,  oa  he  had 
day  before  the  unrdon,  Ac,  upon  which  the  aforeanid  JohnH 
Archer  prayeth  judgment,  ftc,  and  lUiy  i«  given  to  him  bcforB* 
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titc  said  wdCD  at  his  oext  coming  to  the  Cutle  at  Dover. 

It  would  ajipeor  from  t]\e  luttcr  pnrt  of  this  last  document 
that  the  uanlun  sumuthncs  belrl  hU  rourt  Rt  Dover  as  well  aa 
at  Sbepwny.  Tin-  CoiirC  of  Sht-pway  was  nol  held  at  slatnl 
tilnes,  but  at  the  will  of  the  nnrden,  as  appears  by  these  tvoi-ds 
in  the  ftnt  record  i  "AihI  when  the  wBrdcti  of  the  Cinque 
Pbrta  shall  nill  to  huvc  an  nnscmbly,  fee."  Probably  aa  lliis 
court  woa  held  at  uncertain  intcrval«,  any  causes  (such  as  the 
(*Dc  above  iguotrd)  miiuiiiin{;  nvcr,  waa  decided  by  the  wardeu 
himself  At  Dover  Ciutlc,  nhcrc  he  resided  in  his  office  of 
constable  of  the  same.  Or,  afl  the  court,  though  called  the  Court 
of  Shcpivny,  m  us  not  nlwnya  holdcu  there  but  at  other  places  (aa 
at  Bvaksboiimc,  in  KcDt,  for  example,  in  the  year  1697),  it 
might  he  adjourned  to  the  Castle  of  Dover. 

At  what  exact  period  the  Court  of  Shepway  ceaaed  to  be  held, 
either  at  that  pUcc  or  any  other,  we  urv  not  able  to  eay,  but 
tlic  following  smnmoiis  was  issued  in  the  thirleeath  year  of 
Jamea  I,  Aii^^iist  3,  1615: 

*'  Kdward  Lord  Zouche,  St.  Maure,  and  Cantelupe,  constable 
of  the  Cafecle  of  Dover,  lord  warden,  chancellor,  and  admiral 
of  the  Cinque  Ports,  two  ancient  tonns,  aud  their  membera, 
and  one  of  bis  Majesty's  most  hoDorable  privy  council;  to  all 
and  singular  nuiyors,  bnililtN,  and  jurats  of  the  aaid  Cinque 
Ports,  two  ancient  tonne,  and  mcnihcrs  of  the  Cinque  Porta 
and  towns,  and  every  of  them,  irreeting:  For  certain  good 
causes  and  considerations  me  thereunto  specially  moving,  I 
have  thought  it  necessary  to  notify  unto  you  by  these  presents 
that  I  pur|)0«e  and  am  resolved,  by  tiod's  grace,  to  be  at  Shep- 
way, in  Kent,  within  the  liberty  o(  the  »iid  Cinque  Ports,  upon 
the  GMi  day  of  Soptenihcr  next  ensuing,  by  eight  o'clock  la 
the  furenoon,  then  aud  there  tu  make  eolemu  Mfrement,  and 
promise  to  uphold  and  maintain  the  liberties  and  privileges  of 
the  said  Cinque  Porta  to  the  beat  of  my  power,  according  to 
the  ancient  usage  and  custom  of  the  said  Cinque  Ports. 
Therefore,  by  authority  of  my  »wd  office,  these  arc  m  his  Ma- 
jesty's name,  strictly  to  charge  and  comraund  you  and  every  of 
you  lo  gi\e  good  aumniuns  and  lawful  waniing  unto  six,  live, 
or  four  jurats  and  others  of  the  best  and  most  discreet  nf  every 
of  the  said  ports,  tovsus,  and  members  corporate,  pcrsonnlly  to 
be  and  appear  before  me  at  Sbepway  aforesaid,  on  the  said 
Bfth  day  ol'Si-ptcmber,  next  coming,  at  eight  of  the  clock  in  the 
forenoon  of  the  »ime  day.  And  that  also  you.  the  said  mayors 
and  iKtililTs,  and  every  of  you,  be  lik.eMise  then  and  there  pcr- 
wnally  present,  m  do  as  to  you  and  them  hath  bi-cn  Hccustomcd 
and  bciongcLh.   And  that  you  do  then  and  there  certil'y,  under  the 
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8«hU  af  your  office,  what  you  shall  bave  doue  in  the  accniu- 
pUshmcnt  of  the  im-mises,  certifying  me  also  then  «nd  there 
the  names  of  all  tnoau  {>crsons  nbuni  you  shall  so  hnvc  AUtn- 
moncd  And  warned,  lUt  nforei^tiid,  mid  therewith  retimiing  b*ck 
unto  me  then  and  there  thia  mnndutv,  vrhrrcuf  fail  you  not,  nor 
any  ofyoti  dofntl,  upon  pain  of  a  hundred  pounds. 

**  Dated  at  Philip  lone,  in  London,  under  the  awil  of  my  office, 
thethirddnyof  Aii{,'Hst,in  iheyearof  the  reign  of  our  soVereign 
iMtd  James,  by  the  ffracc  of  God,  &c,  viz.  of  Enf^lnnd,  Frsncv, 
and  Ireland,  the  thirteenth,  and  of  Scotland  ihe  forly-ninth." 

Tlic  following  IB  the  return  to  this  mandate  from  the  town  of 
Rye : 

^'To  all  those  to  whom  these  presents  shall  or  may  nppertain, 
nnd  especially  to  the  Right  Honorable  l^dward  Ixird  ^ouclie, 
St.  Miiure,  and  Cantclupc,  constable  of  the  Ciistit;  of  Dover. 
lord  vardeu,  chuicellnrt  and  admiral  of  the  Ciu<{ue  Ports, 
two  ancient  towns,  and  the  members  of  the  said  Cinque  I'nrttiund 
towns,  and  every  of  them,  and  otic  of  his  .Majesty's  most 
honorable  privy  council  ;  wc,  the  mayor,  jumis,  aud  cotn- 
monuhy  uf  the  ancient  town  of  Kye,  in  the  county  of  Sussex, 
of  the  liberties  of  the  said  Cinque  Ports,  with  all  due  reverence;, 
Kcnd  grreting  :  May  It  please  your  good  lordship  to  be  ndver- 
Cised,  that  we  h»ve  nominated,  elected,  appointed,  and  choiien 
our  well-bclovcd  combiinmtt,  Murk  Tliimiasj  now  mayor  of  llie 
town  of  Rye  aforesaid,  Richard  Fowtrell,  Thomos  Knsiiig, 
Miitlliew  Younj;,  John  Palmer,  nnd  Richard  Ciibbridgc,  of  tlic 
same  town,  jurols,  to  be  and  appear  iKforc  your  honour  at 
Shepway,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  within  the  liberties  of  the 
said  Cinque  Ports,  on  the  fifth  day  of  September  next  comincr. 
by  eight  of  the  clock  in  thcfon>noon  of  thnt  day,  then  and  then: 
to  do  «uch  serviec,  its  to  us  appertaincth  to  be  done  by  the  ancient, 
usages  and  ciistomii  of  the  snid  Cinque  Ports  and  their  mem- 
bers, at  the  Bulemni/ulion  of  the  screment  or  promise  of  llio 
lord  wanlen  of  the  said  Cinque  Ports  at  hts  flnut  entry  into  the 
said  oilice,  according  to  your  lordship's  commandment  and 
pleasure,  contained  in  your  lettcri^  of  summons  therein  uf  late 
to  us,  among  others  made,  bcitring  dale  the  third  ilny  ofAugtist 
last  paM,  wherein  we  do  hereby  ratify,  confirm,  nod  ntlnw  all 
nnd  uhalsoever  the  said  Mark  Thumas,  Riehtird  Kuwtn-lt, 
Thomas  Ensing,  Matthew  Young.  John  Palmer,  aud  Ricliord 
Gihhri<Ige,  or  the  most  part  of  them  shall  do,  or  consent  to  be 
done  ill  the  premises.  In  witness  wIuTCwf  we  hcreunin  causcil 
the  txjmmou  seal  of  the  town  of  Rye  to  the«!  presents  to  Ijc 
nflixcxl.     Datrd  the  last  day  of  August,  in  the  year,  At:.,  I(>I6." 

Oil  August  'Jttlh,  Kiill.  there  was  n  Court  of  Shepway  held, 
when  Theopbilus  Lurl  of  Sutfulk  was  swom^  and  thi&'  is  ilie 


tut  mentioned  by  Jeakc,  aad  jirvbubly  the  Inst  th»t  n-as  held  ; 
Air  Jeake  did  not  complete  hia  n-ork  till  tit^y  T^srs,  aud  it  was 
not  |>ubli!<lictl  till  niiirly  a  ccuturj-,  after  this  time.  As,  more* 
ovn,  in  a  lew  yeiirs  after  this  time  the  oivil  ware  broke  out,  this 
court  mny  then  liavv  fnllcti  into  complete  desuetude.  Abuut 
ibix  time  the  service  of  the  shipping  ceased,  aiid  changes  began 
to  take  pliice  in  (be  ^'n^iou«  ports,  ton-ns,  and  members. 

In  the  fir^t  record  relating  to  Shepwny  meutton  is  made  of 
the  king'»  prison,  nnd  which  may  mean  the  pri»)n  at  Shepway, 
in  contrRdif^tinrlinn  to  thnt  iit  cacb  of  the  res|jet'tive  ports, 
vhercin  they  kept  thi-ir  own  prisoners,  while  tliose  of  the 
crown  were  sent  to  the  f'ornjcr. 

When  Breeds  was  hanged  and  pbbctcd  for  the  murder  of 
Mr.  Grcbbic,  bis  executioD  took  place  at  the  wcat  eiiduflhc 
town,  whereas  the  CuBtomal  of  Rye,  bearing  date  a.i>.  I66K, 
directs  that  all  criminals  condemned  to  death  "  shall  be  han^ixl 
Upon  the  Salhiesa,  on  the  east  side  of  the  town,  behind  the 
suit  «aier  of  ibe  tuun." 

Which  is  the  prcniw  locaUlv,  here  indicated,  it  may  not  he 
easy  now  to  say ;  but  there  is  a  spot  on  the  north-east  side  of 
Rye,  at  nnrseul,  or  very  lately,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Guilow»  Bank.  In  I56H  the  salt  water  (lowed  round  three 
sides  of  the  town,  and  this  bank  protruded  into  it,  forming 
what  was  generally  called  a  iii;»s  or  noM^  of  land.  On  this 
|Hiinl  is  now  lately  erected  a  small  cottn^,  known  by  the 
name  of  I'rospeel  t'otta^.  immedinti-ly  facing  the  entrsnceinlo 
what  was  formerly  called  Dead-man's  lane,  but  now  the  (irove. 

I  &hall  add  one  more  Irgid  privilege  still  enjoyed  by  the 
Cinque  Ports,  and  tbcu,  having  &o  fully  discussed  this  branch 
of  (lur  subject,  shall  have  little  or  no  occasion  (o  refer  to  it 
a;;ain.  If  an  inhabitant  of  the  Cinque  Ports  is  arrested  for 
debt,  [he  writ  is  not  issued  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  in 
which  his  place  of  residence  is  situated,  but  by  the  lord 
n'urden,  aiitl  is  executed  by  the  hodar  of  Dover  Castle,  in 
which  place  he  is  imprisoned  until  the  debt  is  cancelled.  The 
BaroDS  were  to  be  quit  of  all  wreck,  which  implies  tbot,  if  any 
WMel  hap|)en9  to  be  wTccked  on  the  coasts  in  any  of  Ibe 
ftrccinciA  of  the  port?,  the  ifuuds  found  in  her  were  not  to  be 
the  property  of  the  king,  as  by  his  prerogative  they  would  be, 
but  that  of  the  Ports. 

This  Charter  suys  also  that  ihey  shaU  be  wreckfree,  which 
means  that,  vrlurreos  by  the  former  grant  they  were  entitled 
to  the  bocmIs  found  in  the  vessels  of  strangers  wrecked  on  their 
coasts,  liy  thiw  tlioy  are  (i>  recover  all  goods  ureckt.-<l  in  their 
own  vpssrls  without  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Cinipic  Porl". 

In  the  Charter  of  Kdwurti  IV  this  {^ant  is  further  enlarged 
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bj  die  vordsi    "The  fiaroos  sod  eood  meoi  and  their  v 

\y  tar  ene  have  wreck  of  ou  sea,  howeoner  hapi>cu- 


iDg,m 


tfastsocver  coasu  and  anas  of  the 


uijaceat  lo  the 


porta  aad  menben  afimaaid,  and  all  and  sin^u-  things  to 
•uefa  wreck  appCTtaining  and  bcJoogtiig.*'  Which  uupl^  tiint 
they  are  to  hare  all  goodi  at  waeli  wnckHl  not  aaiy  oa  tb 
own  inuDrdiaM  coakU^  but  on  the  coasta  and  bi^»  adjoinin};. 
It  don  not  ap]xw  quite  dear  wbctbcr  each  respect!' 
povt  had  the  goods  tmcckrd  on  their  own  sborcs,  whether  thcj 
were  shared  anmu;  all  the  ports,  or  vbctbcr  tbc  IihiI  warden 
daiined  tbetn  at'his  perqoinCe.  At  this  prMent  time  «[) 
WTcdnd  goods  are  considered  as  his  property,  and  arc  accord- 
ingly seiud  bjr  his  deputy,  in  the  town  ol  Kve.  on  his  behalf. 

The  oext  fcraat,  in  this  dn(  Charter  of  Edward  I,  will  require 
a  more  extensi^-c  inquiiy.  It  is  coataioed  in  ihes«  vorda :  "  And 
that  they  (the  Barons)  may  ha\'e  (icn  aod  strond  at  Great 
Yarrooiith.'™ 

In  oil  ruiiiuiu,  to  all  ages,  aud  in  alt  sta^^  of  their  existence, 
ire  find,  whcn-^'cr  their  pecttliar  localities  called  their  attcntiuii 
to  the  subject,  that  the  fisheries  vera  very  carefully  notched 
orer  and  pirotected.  In  all  iosular  couatries  the  employment 
of  fishing  cou&tituted  one  great  source  of  their  wealth,  oiid  in 
Baglaud  it  was  rcry  carir  attended  to.  Though  tnan  and  his 
inatitutioDS  are  cnnttnusllT  undetgotog  ppK»t  clmnges.  Nature 
aeema  to  move  on  in  one  grand  unintcrruiitcd  course.  l*he 
ptfctihar  races  of  beasts,  of  birds,  and  of  tishcs  still  inhabit  the 
same  localities  they  did  some  hundreds  of  years  ^o.  T 
immense  shoals  of  herrings  which  ynaiy  visit  the  wesi 
coasts  of  Scotland,  nau  thence  to  the  eastern  side  of  the 
oiuiitry,  and  Trj^larlv  d««cend  along  the  same  shores 
£agUiid,  bein^  foutiil  in  great  Dunibcni,  and  of  lar<^  size  > 
cxoellriU  quality,  at  Great  Yarmouth,  in  the  couniyofNi 
folk,  frrt]uentcd  (he  same  shores  and  in  equal  numbers  in 
days  of  Ednanl  I,  where  the  privilrfre  of  fisliiiig  then  «> 
granted  to  the  Barotts  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  ancient  towns,  aod 
their  members. 

The  word  den  properly  signifies  a  low  place,  and  here  is 
ncaot  to  dcsignats  certain  low  salt  marches  atUreiuVarmoiiiht 
on  whioh  the  fishemMn  had  the  liberty  of  ilryijitf  and  mending 
their  oela.     These  marshes  arc  still  called  the  dcus  or  deans 

Strond  or  strand,  being  a  landing-place,  implies  the 
of  the  fishermen  oif  the  Cinque  Ports  to  deliver  their  fish,  f 
of  toll,  ut  the  strand  for  sale,  dtuing  the  fishing  aeason. 

At   a  very  early  (lenod,  long  antecedent  lo  ihb  grant 
Ednanl  1,  even  as  far  back  (actnnling  to  Lyon,  in  his  '  Hi»u>i 
of  IJovcr')   as    the   Cumuwnoenuuit    of  the    tiflb  crntur 
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Barons  of  tbe  Cinque  Ports  resorted,  about  the  time  of  the 
autumnal  e<|i)iii(i\,  yearly,  to  llie  coast  ol'  Nuriulk,  ncnr  to  the 
»fiol  on  which  ihi;  town  Great  Yarmouth  now  stands,  for, 
*ficn  they  liriil  frc<jut:iile(i  it,  thvru  vrcrt  only  ii  few  cabins  or 
hula,  rrrcird  by  prrsons  who  went  there,  for  the  puqiose  of 
ntctiin^r  horriiifrt-  In  proc(.-»it  of  (ime  the  inllux  of  Bshernien, 
froan.  the  acvcra]  Cinque  Ports  anil  aiidcnt  towns,  as  well  as 
from  London  nnd  other  parts,  tof^thor  with  the  Flemings  and 
variotu  merchants,  who  came  to  purchase  the  tish,  n  town 

Ring  up,  since  known  hy  the  name  of  Gnrat  Yarmouth,  to 
inguisb  it  from  a  town  of  the  same  name  in  the  Isle  of 
Wight. 

Tbe  fishing  season  was  supposed  to  Last  for  forty  days, 
during  nhich  time  a  fair  waa  held  for  the  purpose  of  disponing 
uf  t\yp  Rub  ;  ant)  as,  in  con&e<]uencc  of  this  large  asticmmii^e  of 
prapic,  frequent  disputes  und  disturbances  would  naturally 
an*e,  tlieCiixjuc  Porl^  and  aiieieiit  towns,  at  their  br(>tht;rho<>d 
{of  which  court  wc  shall  speak  more  fully  hereafter),  yearly 
appointed  eerlain  otfioer»,  called  batlitfR,  whose  duty  it  was  to 
prurrcd  to  Yarmouth,  and  there  remain  during;  (he  forty  days 
allowed  for  the  fair  to  be  holden.  Thenc  oflicerH  were  ap- 
pointed in  the  following  niuiinvr:  each  port  elected  one  nnd 
tent  him  to  the  brotherhood,  which  was  n  repreKentativo 
usenibly  composed  of  the  mayors,  certain  jiu-ate,  and  barons, 
from  the  several  towns,  when  he  appeared  before  them,  and,  if 
approved  of,  was  then  and  there  sworn  into  his  office,  and,  if 
iiot  approved  of,  was  rejected.  The  bailiffs,  for  the  precedin^j 
year,  al»o  appeared  at  this  court,  where  they  j^ve  an  nccoiint 
of  their  stewardship,  and  if  it  appeared  Ibt-y  had  pru|ierly 
discharged  tlu-ir  duty,  they  received  the  thanks  of  tbe  court ; 
but,  if  otherwise,  they  were  fined  according  to  the  nature  of 
tlie  oSeuce.  If  the  bailiffs  elect  were  approved  of,  on  being 
sworn,  they  were  admitted  to  take  their  scats  with  the  mayors 
and  other  members  of  the  brotherhood. 

Thus  tbe  btiibOs  were  men  of  some  importance  in  their 
respective  lowns,  and  had  a  difficull  duty  to  perform.  Their 
annual  wiUn:  urigiuidly  «-a.t  -t'-'tii  bui,iu  the  reign  of  Elizabeth, 
it  vu  raised  to  JCiO. 

Kb  Yarmouth  bi^n  to  increase  in  size  and  importance^ 
wfaicb  it  did  at,  or  before^  the  time  of  Edward  I,  the  in- 
habilanu  assumed  a  ch-jjrce  of  authority  at  the  fair,  and  abw 
disputed  the  ri^ht't  of  the  iwrlsmcn  to  the  full  and  free  ap- 
propriation of  the  dens  «nd  Htrtind.  This  town  now  bad  a  corpo- 
ration, presided  over  and  regulated  by  u  provost  ai>d  bailiff** 
and,  1  presume,  considered  it  derogatory  to  their  dignity  that 
any  other  oOicere  but  tbcnuelves  should  exercise  authority 
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within  their  prcciDcts  The  disputes,  conscqucut  hervupoi 
mmlp  it  neMSMiry,  on  the  conipluiiit  of  the  parties,  for  Rdwarc)  I 
to  issue  the  folloM'iag  ortlinaacc,  vrliicb,  omitting  the  prc»ni1>li 
as  unncccssarv,  proce)>d«  us  follows,  namely;  '*Of  ti 
artictt-  of  dca  aiid  swaud,  which  the  Barouft  of  ihc  Ports  cluiin, 
ut  Yarmouth,  wt*  say  aiid  will,  lliut  tlii-v  have  their  casements 
ill  strand  and  den  without  appropriation  of  the  soil ;  and, 
namely,  in  the  time  of  the  fair,  without  any  custom  to  be  given. 
And  also  wc  will,  that  those  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  void 
den  and  strand  of  old  shi|ia  und  timl>cr,  where,  iis  ihcy  ouglit, 
to  arrive  and  dry  tliirir  iieUt,  so  that  it  be  not  of  ships  which 
arc  building,  ami  niaats,  upon  vrhicli  they  mav  drj'. 

"And  we  will.  That  those  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth  do  not 
rear  more  tlinii  tivc  wiadmilU  u}>on  lli«  dcnncs;  and  those, 
which  thoy  have  liberty  to  nrrenr,  to  be  to  the  Inst  damage  and 
annoyance  of  the  dcnacs,  and  of  tbo»c  which  should  dry  tbrir 
nets. 

**  And  we  will  and  soy,  That  our  Barons  of  the  Ports  have  and 
enjoy  peaceably  iheir  rents,  of  which  they  be  seized  in  the 
town  of  Yarmouth;  and  if  any  thereof  do  them  deforce,  then 
our  proi'ost  and  our  bailifls  of  Yarmouth  he  to  them  helping, 
tlic  said  rents  to  levy  according  to  riglit  and  law.  And  if  our 
Banms  of  the  Ports  intend  to  have  rinhl  io  others,  whereof 
thiry  may  In-  deforced  by  otir  people  of  Yarmouth,  we  ■will,  that 
they  have  their  recovery  by  writs,  and  hy  the  law  and  cuatotna 
uae<d  in  the  said  town.  fl 

"  And  of  that,  which  of  our  Barons  of  the  Ports  is  dcroandnP 
to  liavo  at  Yarmouth  royal  justice,  and  the  keeping  of  mir 
peace  in,  and  during,  the  time  of  ihc  fair,  by  forty  days:  V^m 
say  and  will,  that  they  hnve  the  kecpin;^  of  our  peace,  ai^ 
doinir  n>val  jiisiic-c,  t,i>gfther  with  our  provost  of  Varmoutli,  in 
thin  form  :  tliat,  dunng  the  fair,  they  shall  have  four  serjcnntSL 
whereof  one  to  bear  our  banner,  nnothcr  to  blow  u  horn,  ^ifl 
to  Bisemblc  the  |>copIc  for  prorlanintion  to  be  heard  the  bcttefl 
and  the  other  two  to  bcur  rode  for  to  keep  otir  pcooe.  A^H 
these  olTifcs  they  may  do  on  horseback,  if  they  will. 

"And  wc  will  Olid  say.  Thai  the  Burons  of  the  Ports,  with 
our  provost  iif  Yarmonlh,  nmWe  the  nttachment.'i  and  jilcad  the 
pleas,  and  dclerminc  tlie  plaints,  wltich  may  be  pleaded  durii]^ 
llic  fair,  according  to  tlic  faw-mcrrhant.   And  tlie  amcrciame[^| 
and  prolitH  of  the  people  of  the  Ports  to  remain  to  our  BamiV 
of  the  Ports,  during  the  fair  aforesaid.     And  the  profits  and 
anu'rcJainenU  of  uU  cithers,  than  of  the  Ports,  to  remain  to  ut 
to  \)t'  levin!  hy  our  bnitiirs  of  Ytirmoiilh. 
"And  wr  will,  That  the  biiihtTs  of  our  Bunins  of  llie  Porfl 
^M||hML  with  oar  prorosi  of  Yomioutlt,  have  tlie  keepingfl 
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Diir  priftoi)  of  Yarmouth  during  tiie  fuir  afurcaaid.  And  if  it 
ihall  bapprn,  that  any  iMfsoii  lie  taken  tor  so  (grievous  trespass, 
that  by  iIikiii  may  not,  iit  ihc  time  uf  the  fair,  by  UH-mrrrlmnt, 
be  dctcrnii Dcd,  nor  ihc  prison  delivered,  he  shall  remain  tn 
uur  prison  lit  Yitrtiiuiith  until  the  comiog  of  our  justices. 

"  And  in  right  of  tlii;  motieys,  nhich  our  Bnrons  of  the  Ports 
demand  lur  suitnining  the  Rrv^ :  Vn'c  will  and  miv  that  the  bailiffs 
of  the  Baronii  nf  the  I'ortii  receive  and  hnre  the  two  peuco  of 
ihc  miuttcr  of  ships  accustomrd,  which  arc  called  Arc  pence,  for 
iiwuiiiiing  the  lirrs,  at  the  ptaco  accuAtonicd,  for  security  of 
ibo  iirrival  »f  ships  by  iii^ht,  so  lonj;  as  thiy  shall  maintain  the 
lirrs.  And  if  it  .nliall  happen  thiit  they  shall  fail  iu  the  stuUcn- 
tation  of  the  fires  aforesaid,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  our  provost  of 
Yonnouth  to  receive  the  said  pence,  and  sustain  the  hres  iu  the 
form  aforesaid. 

**  In  riglit  of  that  which  our  Uarons  of  the  Ports  say :  'Hiat  they 
were  Mont  to  take  of  every  ship  tlie  eustotn  of  four  pence,  we 
nill  and  6ay,  for  the  good  of  peuce,  that  from  henceforth  they 
lake,  from  year  to  year,  six  pounds  sterling,  by  the  hand  of  our 
provost  of  Yiirnioiith,  at  dcpiLrtiiig  of  tlie  fuir,  for  the  custom 
uf  (he  four  (lence  uforesaJd. 

*'  In  right  uf  lliiil  ivliicit  our  Barons  of  the  Ports  say :  That 
they  \rere  wont  to  lake  diKtreRs  in  sea  and  land  for  their  duties, 
we  will  and  xay  thai  the  baililfs  iniikc  :u>  <lis[rfsscs  without  our 
bailitfs  of  Yarmouth  (if  it  be  not  of  the  people  of  the  Ports),  nnd 
that  tbcdistresflbcsorcasonablc.ncc-unliitg  to  the  law-mcrchantf 
by  uhich  the  f»ir  he  not  impaired. 

"  In  rtuht  of  that  which  our  Bnrons  of  the  Ports  have  com- 
plained :  riiai  the  fair  is  impaired,  and  the  merchiints  im|)o- 
vvri^hed,  and  the  commonalty  of  the  land  endama(;ed,  by  the 
guanb  which  our  people  of  Yai'mouth  put  upon  ships,  and  the 
merchants  and  their  mercliandiw,  wu  will  and  say  tiiat  no  such 
ouard  bencefonh  be  nut,  by  which  the  said  merchants  may  not 
neely  kcII  their  (;oo(U  by  their  own  hands  commouly,  wbcn 
they  will,  [)aying  the  cuatomn  due. 

"  In  right'ofminBlrelsand  women  of  mislivine:  We  say  anj 
wtll,tluil  our  Bsrons  of  the  Ports,  nor  those  of  Yarmouth,  take 
nothing. 

"  In  right  of  fenestrate  and  stallage:  We  will  and  say  that 
our  Baron-i  of  the  Porta  nothiugtake  from  henceforth. 

'*  And  nil  these  things  aforesaid.  We  will  nnd  comninnd  ihit 
(hey  be  firroly  hotdca  of  the  one  part  and  the  otbcr  upon  a 
gricTous  foriciture  at  our  will. 

"  In  witness  of  which  thing,  lo  this  writing  we  have  put  our 
Keai. 

«  Given  at  Wcwroinster,  May  20th,  in  the  fifth  year  of  our 
reign,  a-D.  I27(>." 
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Under  all  the  cireumstanres,  and  rontiidpring  the  conflicting 
interests  he  had  U>  deal  with,  perhaps  che  king  could  nut  have 
made  abetter  arranireineiit  than  h«  did.  lu  short,  he  com- 
promtscd  (he  matter  between  the  two  parties. 

When  the  flarons  of  the  Cinque  Forts  first  went  to  this  part 
of  the  coast  of  Norfolk,  to  carry  on  their  68hing,  there  then  hcin^ 
no  inhabitants,  of  course  there  could  be  none  to  oppose  what- 
ever authority  they  niig-hc  choose  to  asaiune;  but  when  Yar- 
mouth  ro»e  in  iin))urtuiice  the  cuae  was  altogether  altered,  and 
it  could  not  be  expected  that  the  men  of  this  town  would  quitftly 
aubBiil  to  sirangcra  excrciaing  power  within  their  imiuediate 
precincts.  Hence  arose  these  diiiputes:  and  the  king,  as  the 
only  counie  left  open  to  him,  endcuvourecl,  by  com  prom  Lting 
matters  between  tnem,  to  allay  their  dissenMona  for  the  present, 
and  prrvi-iit  them  for  the  futurr.  How  far  he  swccccilwl  in  thU 
laudable  attempt  we  shall  see  hereafter.  At  present  we  will  ice 
bow  things  were  now  compromised. 

The  Ilarons  of  the  Ports  *vere  still  to  enjoy  the  privilege  of 
drying  and  mending  their  nets  on  the  den,  and  of  landing  their 
fish  on  the  strand,  free  of  toll ;  and  the  men  of  Ynnnouth 
were  to  keep  these  parts  clear  of  old  ships  and  timber,  which 
they  M'ere  in  the  habit  of  laying  thereon.  But  though  the 
Barons  had  these  righta  reserved  lo  them,  the  projwrty  of  the 
soil  was  to  be  vretcd  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth.  I(  thus  be- 
came a  sort  of  copyhold  tenure,  the  provost  of  Yarmouth  beinft 
lord  of  the  manor,  and  the  portamen  tenants,  only  not  subject 
to  any  payment  by  way  of  a^nowtedgmcnU 

In  right  of  their  proprictorsliip  of  llic  dens,  the  cor[)or»tion 
of  Yarmouth  had  liberty  to  erect  windmillit  ufmn  them;  Init 
inasmuch  as  the  port.iriirn  were  trniint.f  of  the  name,  the 
number  they  were  allowed  to  erect  was  limited  U>  five,  in  order 
that  the  fonner  might  still  bavc  sufficient  room  lo  dry  tlictr 
iKta. 

Ori)dnaIly,  no  doubt,  the  bniliffs  of  the  Cinque  Porta  had 
alone  the  keeping  of  the  twace  and  the  administration  of  justice 
during  the  time  of  the  fair,  but  nnw  (he  ofKeers  of  Yarmouth 
claimed  the  right,  und  this  was  couipromised  by  the  bailiffs  uf 
the  Ports  and  the  provost  of  Yarmouth  being  appointed  jointly 
to  keep  the  |Kncc  and  administer  royal  justice.  And  under 
Ifaifl  regulation  the  men  of  the  porta  were  to  have  all  amerciii- 
ment*  and  pruRts  urisiiig  during  tlie  fair  from  the  jn-ople  !>c- 
loDging  to  the  Ports  ;  and  the  hailitTft  of  Yarmouth  weic  to  levy 
all  others  for  the  uae  of  the  king. 

The  bailiffs  of  the  Porta  and  the  provost  of  Yarmouth  were 
to  havf  the  joint  keeping  of  the  gaol  during  the  fiiir. 

In  the  early  daya  of  this  great  fair,  when  nutnerous  vessels 
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ted  ihither,  it  was  found  necessary,  owinf;  to  the  dftnf>crous 
jn-  of  llie  roiMl,  to  erect  firc-bcacoiis  br  niglit,  (or  which  the 

iwtaniL-ii  rectrivnl  twopence  trom  each  vcwtel  arrivin*;  hy  iiichc. 
Tliis  right  M'ii«  compniniiM-d  (onin^  tu  a  claim  pnihably  huviiij^ 
been  maHe  by  the  provuHt  of  VHrnioulh  Ut  liavc  the  can:  and 
the  proKt-s  of  thcs«  beacons)  by  the  Portameii  being  alluivtid  to 
have  them,  so  long  ns  they  properly  uiuintaiuwl  tficm  ;  und  in 
ease  of  ncglcet>  by  their  being  handed  over  to  the  people  of 
Yarmouth. 

Tht  Pottsmea  Imd  been  in  the  h&bit  of  te\7ing  fourpenec  on 
eacli  ve«»el.  This  was  compromised  by  a  yearly  aiim  of  six 
IKiunds  to  be  paid  by  Yurmouth  to  the  Ctnc|iic  Pons.  It  does 
nul  np|M:ar  wlii-ther  thin  toll  U'lix  Ivvird  on  every  vessel  pB!>sinK 
the  port,  or  on  thow  only  which  came  to  IraDic  at  the  fnir.  At 
ihc  present  lime,  evcrj-  vesuwl  Biichoring  in  Ynrniinitli  Koada 
payii  one  tihilliug  to  that  tonn  ;  and  this  toll  of  fourjieticc  may 
hare  been  the  origin  of  it. 

Wc  may  fonn  some  idea  of  the  trallic  which  nns  rarricd  oti, 
during  the  forty  duys  of  the  fnir,  by  observing  tbat  thvsc  six 
pounus  represent  JifiO  vesseU ;  and,  of  coitrae,  the  Yarmouth 
men  paying  this  to  the  Portemcn  without  any  trouble  of  col- 
leetiiiK  oil  their  pari^,  it  is  fuir  to  suppose  they  made  »omo 
j>Tu(it  (if  il  were  only  to  pav  for  the  expense  of  collecting) :  and 
hence  many  more  than  3G0  must  have  urrivtrd  in  ibis  time. 
To  these  must  be  added  all  the  ve&seU  belonging  to  the  Cinque 
Porta,  which  paid  no  custom,  oa  well  tu  those  of  the  port  of 
Yarmouth  itseU'. 

Unfortunately  the  good  int4rnlions  of  &lwiird  I  were  of  little 
avail ;  for  we  find  that,  eren  during  his  reii^n,  fresh  disputes 
arose,  which  he  wan  called  u]ion  by  both  pnrtics  to  arbitrate 
upon.  Whether  it  nas  nt  this  or  »t  what  precipe  iwriod  I 
cannot  sayj  but  it  w  aa  the  fact,  as  recorded  hy  Jcake,  that  their 

^luUTcla  melted  such  a  height  that  one  of  the  bailitis  of  the 
'iiiijue  Ports  v-ta  killed  by  one  of  those  of  Ynmioiilb ;  fnP 
nhtcb  the  latter  was  hanged,  and  the  town  ever  allenvards  hud, 
as  a  piiitiabment,  to  pay  a  certain  number  of  herrings  to 
Windsor  Castk,  or  a  sum  of  money  in&lcad  thereof.  To  this 
day  herring  pies  form  jMu-t  of  the  quil-renl  to  the  Crown. 

The  two  contending  partieti  having  submitted  their  disputes 
to  the  arbitrement  of  the  king  (Kdwurd  I),  he,  in  the  thirty- 
ihinl  year  of  hi's  reigu,  on  March  31,  a.o.  IS04,  issued  the  fol- 
[oMiiig  ordinance,  the  Kubstancc  of  which  is  as  under,  viK. : 

lit  the  lirst  place,  the  king  having  submitu^d  the  ease  to 
certain  uf  tiiit  council,  for  their  opinion  and  advice,  decided  "  that 
the  Barons  of  the  Cinque  Ports  shotdd  contiinie  to  have  entirely 
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their  Ininchiaes  and  their  rijilits  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  so* 
coniing  to  llini  nlitch  Jti  contmned  in  liis  fnrmcr  onlitiancc." 

Item.  Tliiit  lie  would  send  certniii  inen  to  view  the  stranil 
■lid  di'iin,  to  Ntc  whiil  inii»Hriccs  were  then  crentcd  \i\  the  people 
of  Yarmouth,  so  that  the  samt-  might  be  tiilly  redressed  agree- 
nbl^  to  the  iiilcTitions  ol'  the  IViriner  ordinance.  That  all  da- 
magcfl  and  trcsimsses  whiitsnrver  coiiiiiiitted  before  the  third 
d«j  of  this  samt!  month  ol'  Miiroh,  should  be  pardoned,  and  that, 
at'tcr  that  time,  they  wcte  to  live  in  good  love  uad  good  [icacc 
peiiK'tiially. 

hem.  That  if  ihcy  who  have  rojrat  justice  and  the  keening 
of  the  peace  in  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  at  the  unit  of  the  ptain- 
tifls,  of  trespass  done  in  the  time  of  the  fair,  do  nut  do  amends 
and  siHKHly  justiev,  act^ordiuf*  to  the  Inw  and  usagra  of  those 
ports,  and  if  the  same  be  hnnif^ht  befoi-c  the  king,  and  the  bailiflii 
aceuswl  of  the  same  be  found  guilty  thereof,  then  they  Khali  loM 
tht;  fninchi^e  ol'Jiitttire. 

Utm.  Thai,  an  rezaids  the  kee[)iDg  up  the  fire-beicons, 
if  the  BamtM  of  tho  Purtx  who  receive  the  toll  for  the  sante 
neglect  to  fiiiKiain  them,  and  thereby  any  vessels  receive  damagCf 
the  Miid  Baronq  shiill  be  liiible  to  ninlfi^  ^lod  the  same,  and  toe 
provost  of  Yarmouth  shiill  nnHlain  ihe  fires,  and  T\;eeivc  the 
6rc  pence  until  the  Portsnicn  have  satisfied  the  injiireil  parties, 
he,  the  provost,  beeoiiiirig  aiiHuernble  for  any  damage  which  may 
accrue  M-hile  the  beacona  are  under  his  management. 

Jttm.  That,  fur  the  bvticr  miiintrnaiice  of  pi>acc,  the  king 
ordered,  "  the  master  an<I  two  of  the  moat  proved  men  of  each 
ship,  whosesoever  it  should  be,  as  well  of  the  Port-ion-ua  and 
(heir  meraherB,  as  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  make  iheir  oath 
before  the  mayor,  hiirons,  and  IwililT*,  and  provost  of  the  places 
aforesaid,  vtv  that  the  ships  ^  out  of  the  havcnn,  that  they  ibe 
peace  iiliould  keep,  and  of  their  company  and  iitd>jects  should 
make  to  be  kept,  w  that  there  be  no  disiiirlumcc.*'  That 
"all  tresjMi^Kcrs  should  be  delivered  n'ith  their  chatteU,  at  the 
first  place  they  should  arrive  at,  lo  the  baililTof  the  ^aid  place, 
there  to  be  adjudged  a<;cordinp  to  the  law  thereof."  That  if 
tlic  master  of  any  ship  concral  any  felon,  misdocr,  or  mate- 
factor,  he  should  be  answerable  for  tlic  same,  and  have  tl>e  aante 
justice  adoiiniaicred  to  him  as  would  bare  been  awarded  to  tlie 
culprit. 

//cm.  That  *'  the  wardcnis  huililTii,  and  provoalti  should, 
four  times  in  the  year,  make  inqiiestR,  in  the  best  manner 
they  could — one  in  time  f>i  the  vinluge,  another  in  time  of 
reke,  ihe  third  in  time  of  Rattftenson,  the  fourth  in  time  of  her- 
ring season — of  the  feloniea  and  trenpttsccs  dune  among  them, 


TllS  CnARrBRfl. 


I 


I 

p 
fe 


in  what  Tiart  soever  It  hi-  ihroiighout  the  year.  And  those  wliich 
ihc  saui  wiirdcns,  bailifl»,  or  provosJ  should  find  iiiilirtcd, 
should  caiiM  to  he  attached  and  justiced,  accotdiiig  lu  Ihv  law 
tod  ihv  xxBogva  of  ihoM  [wria." 

Iliialast  clitiiBO  doea  not  seem  quite  clear.  It  cnnnot  npply 
to  justice  to  be  done  at  Yarmuutli.  bccuusL'  the  Part«'  bailiflH 
were  only  ihorc  diiriu^  forty  days,  1  iiiippnse  it  mtiit  mean 
that  ihf  provost  «t' Yarmouth,  or  the  ballifls  nf  the  respective 
Ports,  were  to  iiirpiireat  the  four  different  time*  of  thoyuur  here 
Bnecitied  into  all  such  complnints  as  had  arisen  durin|;  the  time 
01  the  fair,  but  which  they  then  had  nof  iiuffieicuc  time  to 
examine  into  and  give  judgment  upon. 

But  who  is  the  warden  here  spoken  of?  h  cannot  be  the 
irardcn  ut  the  Cincjuc  Porta,  because  it  speaks  of  wardeus,  aod 
there  Vina  hut  one  warden  of  the  Ports.  JenVe  aomelimes 
trsnsl&tcs  the  irord  keeper,  and  then  one  would  suppose  it  to 
mean  a  keeper  of  the  iirison ;  but  the  gaoler  is  never  employed 
t<>  tnake  an  inquest ;  hin  only  duty  i«  to  k««p  prisoners  in  safe 
ciutody^  ou  the  tindiii^  of  tht  inquest. 

Perhaps  this  dirtioiilry  mny  he  solved  thus  :  we  shall  see 
presently  an  order  issued  by  Edward  III,  which  i»  directed  to 
the  UaihfTs  of  the  Cinque  Forts  aud  the  bailifli  of  Yarmouth, 
keepers  of  the  fair  of  the  ttaiiic  town.  Thus,  if  Jcakc  had 
tmiisUtcd  Ihc  word  always  "  keciicr,"  instead  of  "  witrden,"  and 
ha<I  InnsnoHed  the  words  wanloiitt,  bailiffs,  and  provost  thus, 
viz.  baililts  and  provosts  (keepers,  that  is,  of  the  fair),  much  of 
the  difficulty  would  he  got  rid  of,  but  not  the  whole,  sw  nf- 
terunrda  it  snys  the  said  wardens  biiililfs,  or  provost.  I  must 
eonfcsN,  after  nil,  there  Is  much  ambiguity,  and  shall  leave  the 
koot  for  others  to  untie 

How  long  good  love  and  good  peace  existed  between  the 
parties  it  is  not  cnsy  to  say,  but  we  know  they  were  not  ner- 
wtual ;  for  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  111, 
ui  Easter  'IVnu,  a.d.  1367,  the  following  petitions  were  pre- 
lenled  to  thia  kiu^  and  which,  with  his  answers  appended,  we 
here  ioacrU 

PrrmoNa  of  the  Burons  of  the  Ciuqiic  Ports,  holden  ot  Wcst- 
mtiutcr,in  Easter  Term,  the  31al  year  of  King  Edward  Ml. 

•*  tniprioiii.  I>owly  compkiiicth  and  humhty  l»(?serrticlh  our 
Lord  the  King  and  his  Conncil,  your  [mor  ornlors  the  liarons  of 
the  Cinque  Ports,  that  wherein  un  ordinance  tate  tnade  in  the 
time  of  your  j-racions  and  good  grandsirc,  between  the  loie 
Birons  and  the  people  of  Ureal  Yarmouth,  therein  is  contained, 
aa  fall«iweth : 
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"  TTiot  Ihe  Baroiis  of  ihn  porta  have  llieir  ensrmciUs  in  atrana 
and  dcnnc,  witliout  oiiy  imped itnnit  of  soil,  and  witlimit  any 
cuatodi  giving,  and  that  the  people  of  Yartuoiith  void  slnind 
and  dcnnc  of  old  ships  and  timber,  wliereas  they  should  irrive 
and  dry  their  nets.  And  Ihe  people  of  Yarmouth,  not  having 
regard  to  thcsn  words,  nor  n  ill  suffer  ihi;  Baronft  to  have  their 
eascmentH  in  strtiiid  and  dciiiic  abnvcsaid,  nor  will  avoid  in 
manner,  M  they  should,  accoixling  to  the  ordinance  therein  taken, 
to  Ihe  ffrt&t  ilamugv  uf  tlie  BiiroDs,  whereof  they  beseecbcn 
pcmcdy." 

"I  wiii  and  command:  That  the  Barons  have  their  «ril 
ujion  uur  ditc  and  ordinanee,  t(i  the  baililTs  and  eommonaliy  o( 
the  town  of  Yarmouth.  Aiid  in  case  llu-y  wiU  not  so  do,  aa 
above  is  tiaid,  that  procuM  be  done  against  tliem  by  nttacbmcnt 
and  distreast." 

l*ttitha. 

"And  further,  ill  the  same  ordinance  of  your  gracious  fjrind- 
aire :  That  the  Barons  Hhould  have  and  enjoy  [icaceably  all  such 
rents  a*  lliey  have,  or  ever  had.  in  the  same  t««n  :  and  if  the 
sail!  Baroiit)  intend  to  have  right  in  any  other  rent!,  i^hereof 
they  «hould  be  deforced  hy  the  people  of  Yarmouth,  that  then 
cWy  should  recover  it  by  writ,  law,  and  usage  of  the  said  town. 
The  aaid  people  of  Yarmouth  have  detained  their  said  rents 
from  the  Barons  of  the  Five  Ports,  and  will  not  do  thrra 
right  according  lo  the  ordinance  aforesaid,  thereof  they  pray 
rcmedv," 

"  I  will  and  command :  That  the  Baronii  have  their  ^^^i^  upon 
this  article  unto  the  baihffs  of  the  said  town,  willinythciu.lhat 
thcv  be  helping  and  aiding  to  the  Barons  to  levy  their  rentA, 
after  the  purport  and  effect  of  the  said  ordinance.*' 

t'tUlion, 

"  And  whereas  the  Barons  of  the  Five  Porta  have  the  keepiag 
of  the  pi-Bcc  and  to  do  royul  ju.ttii-t- ,  wilh  the  provost  ol  the 
town  of  Yannoiitb  :  and  that  (he  said  hailifln  of  the  Porta  mahe 
villi  the  said  pro\oat  all  .itllichinent*,  tind  plead  nil  [flcav,  uiid 
determine  the  plainlit  that  may  be  dclrrmincd  during  the  fair* 
niter  Inw-merchant  ■  and  that  the  amerciaments  and  profit«  of 
the  people  of  the  E^orts  shall  be  unto  the  Barotta  dmiug  the 
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fcir;  onil  llinl  Itii"  said  Bnmns,  w  ith  the  provost,  have  the  keeping 
-W liir^  liiiig's  prUim  ill  Ynrnntmh  during  tUir  lair  ihere.  But 
the  |ie<ipli>  of  Yarmuiit)!  incmiiolK-d  to  tiii-iiisflvi-s  royal  justice 
and  grace  almvesnid,  and  will  not  suirtr  the  bailifttt  ot"  llie  Port* 
nothmgto  meddlf,  aeor  the  plaints,  nltachmt-nls,  ant)  amercin- 
mcnts,  with  other  pro6ts  aforcaaid,  to  have  knowledge;  whereof 
ihcy  pray  reiii«ly." 

"1  will  and  command:  There  be  a  wi-il  made  and  directed 
to  the  Imiliffs  of  Yaruioulh  upon  lliis  arlicle ;  that,  in  easo  they 
will  not  obey  the  order,  tliere  oe  process  iigiun&t  t)iem  by  attach- 
ment and  dii(trc»s." 

Pelitiaii. 

"And  al»o  it  was  in  that  owlinance,  I>y  ymir  ^fraclona  gratid> 
sire,  (hat  no  i;uurd  should  lie  ii[>on  any  Khip-mcrelianC,  witK 
their  tnerchand i/^,  by  tlie  which  (he  mcrchantn,  to  uhum  the 
said  Bliips  and  merchandize  do  belong,  may  k«II  freely  their 
goods,  rainmonly  by  their  own  hands,  tu  whomsoever  they  will, 
paying  their  cuMoms  thercoi'dne,  Thepeopic  of  Yarmonth  will 
Dot  »ul]'er  the  merchants  coming;  to  their  town  to  kcII  their 
gooda  and  mrrrhandiT^  tn  iht'ir  most  profit ;  tiiil  only  pnt  tlirm 
tlierefro,  and  sell  it  at  Uicir  will,  to  what  value  the  merchanfB 
art  thereof  igiiuraiit,lo  thct^recil  damase  and  imnoverishini;  of 
the  common  |K-uple,  and  agairtat  the  ordinance  ot  your  gracious 
and  ^otxl  granilKire ;  whereof  lliey  do  pmy  remedy." 

Amwtr. 

•'  tJnon  this  article  also  I  « ill,  and  straij^htly  eomuiand,  n  writ 
to  be  dir«-eie(l  to  (he  bnilillV  of  Yartaoulb,  to  ccbkc  from  thcM! 
enormitieH  upon  a  gricvou-f  pnin." 

Pdilioti. 

"  And,  over  tbia,  the  s:iid  Barons  beseech  (he  Kiii|;  unci  hia 
Council  to  do  convenable  nnd  hasty  n-medy  of  these  snid  fniefs ; 
and,  over  thiit,  to  see  nnd  examine  nil  the  iirticlra  comprised  in 
the  Mid  ordinance,  and  then  to  decUirc  and  enlart^e  that  sliull 
be  to  the  profit  of  tlie  King  and  of  the  Barons,  and  of  other  the 
King's  hegc  jjeople,  as  well  to  the  mcrchanls  and  fiahcrs,  aa  all 
othera  coming  to  the  fair,  for  the  traffic  of  merchandize." 

Answer. 
•*  This  article  shall  Iw  nnawcred." 

This  same  kiitg  waa  very  ahortly  atler  again  called  upon  to 
interfere,  tiot  on  account  of  fresh  disaensiona  between  the  men 
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of  Ynnnouth  nnd  lho«e  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  l>m  because  ioma 
of  ttic  regulations  which  had  Ijccn  framed  for  ibe  direction  of 
IhosL'  who  ttik-iidt'd  the  forty  dnys'  fair  iit  the  former  place  had 
been  infringed;  the  nature  of  whioh  will  he  IwUer  uiidcrfttoctd 
by  the  perusal  of  the  following  order,  Khtch  was  tuucd  on  Scp- 
teoiber  25t\Xf  1360 : 

"  Etlward,  hy  the  grace  of  God,  Kini>  of  En<*lHiid  and  France, 
ind  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  our  baiUfl's  of  tht:  Cinque  Ports,  and 
[b*uli(r»  of  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  keepers  of  the  fitir  of  the 
■  BBmc  town,  greeting :  Wc  send  a  ccrtam  ugrecment,  made  by 
us  Mid  our  CouDcil,  irhich  wc  will  to  be  holden  and  executed  in 
the  |)rc»-nl  fuir  of  the  town  afonuud,  Uie  tcuor  whereof  fol- 
loweth  in  these  words t 

"  Forasmuch  us  tli<'  ]irice  of  bvrrin^  in  ihc  fair  of  Yaimoutlt 
is  gT4.-atly  indcarrhed,  more  than  it  hnth  been  before  these  days, 
to  great  damage  unto  ihc  common  people  of  all  the  rralm,  and 
il  is  to  be  doubted  thai  more  greater  damage  there  wilt  come 
mtier  this,  if  remedy  be  not  had  :  It  is  ordained  hy  our  lord  (he 
KiiiK  and  his  Council,  by  assent  of  (he  merchanls-li)thers  of 
London  and  of  Yarmouth,  for  such  damaf^s  to  eschew-  that  the 
fialiera  which  come  with  iheir  herring  into  the  haven  of  Uremt 
Yannoiilh,  in  the  time  of  the  fair,  that  they  sell  do  herriiiK  Iwfore 
that  they  come  to  land  in  the  same  haven,  and  fasten  their 
niiM>niig  upon  the  hind,  and  then  tbcv  to  sell  upon  the  land 
o|)eiily  to  whom  it  picai'eth  thrm.  And  that  the  merchants 
repairinft  thither  he  niRo  free  to  buy  herrinf*  of  the  Kshcr:«,  as  the 
hosts,  without  disturbanre  or  impeachment  of  any.  And  that 
none  remove,  nor  go  agninst  the  said  tishers  by  sea  nor  by  land, 
to  buy  herring  by  way  of  foresUiIlinf*.  nor  in  eucli  otbur  luniiner, 
upon  pain  of  imprisonment,  and  to  yield  the  vahie  to  the  king. 
And  that  the  fishers,  nor  their  ho»l!i,  nbitent  iheinseUes  not  by 
covin,  nor  by  other  means,  but  tulw  at  the  tide  when  the  shifw 
come  to  the  land  within  the  huvcn,  and  have  fii^tcni-d  ihfir 
mooriug-ruue ;  but  that  they  there  be  reiidy  to  sell  their  her* 
ring,  as  well  to  merehimts  thai  be  stntn^rs,  as  privy,  that  will 
buy  tbcni,  under  Ihc  same  pain.  And  that  he mng  lie  delivered 
out  of  the  tdiiii  Wfoi-c  that  it  be  sold.  And  that  the  aide  ba 
made  by  daylight,  so  that,  aAer  the  sale  be  made,  the  fishen 
may  deliver  thtirhen'ing  and  discharge  them,  as  well  by  nighl 
as  by  day.  And  that  those  ve-^M-ls  called  pycards  buy  no  licmn;; 
in  tbe  ecu,  nor  in  none  other  place  upon  the  coasts  of  (he  sea, 
but  only  in  the  sjiid  haven  and  in  Uie  Koad  of  Kyrki-ly,  ao  that 
at  all  times  the  price  of  hcrrinp  at  the  fair,  nor  in  the'  Koad  of 
Kyrkely,  be  the  d«-arvr,  npon  the  puin  nforciiud.  And,  In  caw 
that  any  will  complain  against  any,  that  hath  ircapasBcd  ngaioa 
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tbcsc  points  aforesaiti,  let  tlic  tirnpasscr  be  atlached  by  the 
wanifii"  i>f  the  fair,  by  his|^wlti,  and,  if"  he  have  not  whereof 
BoAirieiiL,  be  be  atucfietl  by  hU  Uidy  for  to  answer  lo  ihe  party 
ploiiitifi,  an<l  linve  they  tlicir  day  in  coiirl  nrtcr  law-mcretiatit. 
Aud  if  it  be  pltnded  iwiui  is^ucofthecountrr,  tiiattbe  one  half  of 
tlie  quest  be  ofneit^liboure,  and  tlie  oilier  hull'  of  foreigners,  it* 
ite  pira  touch  neighbour  and  foreigner.  And  tbc  vi  ardcns  of 
the  fair  be  attendant  at  every  tidu  of  the  sea  to  Rovcrn  duly  and 
tmly  nU  iheae  poinis  afore^d  rijcblfully,  and  hn.'^ry  execution 
ODtu  every  pentuu  that  «ili  pliiiit  in  lb  is  purl,  under  the  snme 
pain.  And  that  none  ji^i)  by  boat,  nor  in  no  )Miirit  into  tlie  sea, 
trar  into  the  Road  of  Kyrkcly,  to  meet  with  the  Hiihers  to  con- 
Rtrsin  them  or  proi'ure  them  la  sell  their  herring  in  the  said 
road,  or  in  the  sea.  in  disturtmncc  of  the  raid  fair,  under  the 
snmc  pain.  But  if  the  (inlirrH  be  in  free  will  lo  sell  their  her- 
ring in  tlie  iiaid  mad,  aHer  that  they  be  anchored  there,  it  shall 
be  lawful  unto  the  mcrebant«  of  Lay«toHb  and  VVinlerton  to 
herring  oi  the  lii^here  as  free  as  the  pycardsj  to  serve  the 
a  and  the  horses  that  come  hither  from  dirers  countries,  and 

ban;;  there,  so  that  all  times  they  sell  no  fre«h  herring  against 
Ihe  tide,  under  the  pain  uforc  rcbcaravd.  And  in  case  of  any 
liehcr  ehoTKcd  with  one  laiit  of  herring  and  a  half,  or  Ix  iieacb, 
io  the  Ronu  of  St.  NiehnlaH,  and  lint  not  to  come  into  the  haven 
for  so  little  a  (bin;;,  and  would  isell  that  herring  there  in  the 
mad,  it  shall  ite  lawful  to  him  to  set  up  his  sign  there,  and  tO' 
•cD  his  herrinjE  to  the  merchants  that  will  come. 

"  And  tberefore  we  command  yon,  that  the  agreement  afore- 
said, and  every  the  arliclea  contained  in  the  same,  be  piibliely 
prfrclainied  in  the  present  fair,  tm  long  as  the  name  shall  last, 
(irmly  and  inviohibly,  under  the  jienaltics  aforesaid,  lo  be  kept 
and  made  to  be  hohk-n.  And  all  and  singular  those  which  you 
shall  find  contrary  or  rcl>eUious,  by  tlieir  butlies  ye  take  and 
arrest,  and  in  our  prison  safely  yc  cauae  to  be  kept,  until  of 
ihcir  punifthment  mherwisewe  have  made  to  be  ordained.  Wc, 
of  the  naniea  and  for  nhal  causes  they  have  been  arrested  under 
your  seals  diiititicily  and  pbiinly  being  cenilied. 
"  Witness  myself,  at  VVeslminstiT, 

«  By  the  King  himself  and  Council." 

In  tbislast  order  there  in  one  very  curious  word,  which  re- 

!|uirtr*  some  explanation,  'rbin  word  is  "indearlheil,"  whirli, 
nun  the  ciinlcxt,  in  i-vidently  intended  lo  convey  ihe  mraning 
that  tin-  price  of  herrings  was  t'reiitly  intTX-ased  by  the  system 
of  furcstidliiig,  whicii  had  crcjit  in,  and  which  this  onlcr  was 
iolcndcd  to  put  a  slop  to.  By  buying  up  the  fish  before  they 
were  brought  to  the  tttraod  the  price  was  regulated  by  the  fore- 
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Btallei-s,  tlicy  |)ru[lucing  an  srttRcial  dearth  by  supplying  ibe 
fjiir  at  tlivir  pli'attiire,  and  raittitig  tlic  ))noe  tut  though  tliere  hit) 
been  n  real  driirth.  Thu»  "iiidcarthed"  means  that  honing* 
urere  raised  to  a  denrth- price  ;  ii»  in  lime  of  real  scarcity  we  MJ 
ibitigs  iiri.-  at  a  raminc-piicv. 

A  last  of  ho-rings  is  also  mentioned  here.  In  tlie  present 
liiQc,  and  in  Kent  and  Sussex,  a  la»t  is  ten  tbouaand.  ^^  hethcr 
ic  was  the  same  at  Ynnnouth  in  those  days  I  caanot  say;  biit 
a  last  and  u  h»lf,  or  6rtccii  thousand  herrings,  doc»  not  »;i-ni  so 
small  a  draught  ns  not  to  be  worth  coming  into  port  mth. 

Kduard  111,  in  the  forty-Bcvcnth  year  of  bis  reign,  a.d,  1373, 
Ortobrr  16th,  was  under  the  necessity  of  issuiitg  the  following 
ordinance,  addressed  to  the  town  of  Yarmouth,  io  consequence 
of  the  officera  of  that  place  having  prevented  the  Imtliffs  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  from  enjoying  all  the  rights  Iterctofore  granted 
and  cuntimied  to  tlicin. 

"Ednardfby  the  grace  uf  tiod,  Kiugof  Knj;land  and  France* 
ond  Lonl  of  Ireland,  to  the  provost  and  jrnod  men,  and  to  nil 
.  the  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Great  Yarmouth,  greeting: 
I  VVIu'ivad,  among  olhcr  things  in  the  letters  ]>atcnls  of  the  I-ord 
Rdnard,  soniecime  King  of  KitgliLnd,  our  griindftithcr,  is  eon- 
taiued  that  which  we  by  our  Ivtiere  have  conGmicd,  nptm  a 
t%rtaiii  coinpoviiion  between  the  Darons  of  the  Cinque  Ports 
and  thv  (wople  of  the  said  touu  ut  Yarmouth,  for  settling  aitd 
|NicilVuig  the  plena,  oontentions,  and  diticortls  late  made  and 
moved  thereof,  Thai  the  some,  our  Krundfnther,  said  and  would, 
tlitit  the  Barons  uf  the  Kutd  Purts.  tlic  time  of  the  fiiir  <>f  tlie 
towu  of  Yurmouih,  during  furlv  days,  might  have  the  keeping 
of  our  peace  and  might  do  jiislioc,  together  with  Ihe  pmvost  of 
the  said  t«^^ »  of  Yarmouth,  in  this  town ;  thnt,  during  the  said 
lair,  tlie  Bnrons  nugbt  hnvc  four  ser^gennts,  one  a\  hereof 
should  bear  the  banner  of  the  kingdom,  and  another  one  horn 
should  sound  for  gathering  toginher  the  people,  and  for  the 
belter  hearing  lo  be  made  and  had;  and  the  other  I  wo  sergeants 
should  hear  nxin  fur  ttiepe<)ee  therv  Io  he  kept ;  and  this  office 
they  might  dn  riding  if  liiey  pleased.  Audeertniu  olhvr ihiUKS, 
in  the  said  letters  contained,  they  might  do  biii)  cxei-ulc.  Tu 
you  weetimiiiand,  tjrmly  enjoiuing,  that  ibc  Burons,  the  liberties 
and  otlices  aforesaid,  and  aU  other  Ubertitrs  and  freviloms  in  the 
auitic  snid  letters  and  our  roiifiriiiaiion  euntaiiied,  »»  miieh  as 
crtuiceriieth  the  said  fair,  in  the  siimc  fair,  during  the  same, 
without  impediment,  lo  use  and  enioy.  Also,  that  ye  jK^nnit 
the  same  lluroris  freely  lo  make  Ihcir  jiroelainiitii  ns  conreniing 
our  pence  within  the  said  town,  during  the  said  fair  by  thitm 
to  be  kept,  and  thetr  ofiicc  aforesaid  Uterc  dtily  to  necitte,  ac- 
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linf?  to  the  tenor,  force,  and  effect  of  the  lellvrti  of  our  cvn- 

lation  aiorcsoid,  Itat  lor^'our  fault  and  mulcautiuu uc  must 

to  tbu  extend  our  liaiid." 

Alihotit^h  (iifTereut  kiii|i;s  liad  takeu  grcut  puiiis,  unci  hxd 
frcqiicutiv  interposed  to  prevent  tlie  men  of  Yarmouth  from 
cncnmcliiiig  on  llif  privileges  of  those  of  the  CJiiquc  Ports, 
Uill  the  former  continually  stirred  up  and  fomcnti-d  cuntentiooa, 
for  tlic  imrposi-  of  sUukJu^  ulT  their  comjKrtitoni  in  the  nd- 
miniMralinii  of  juslic<',  tliough  Init  for  ti  siMtson  of  the  year, 
and  Ihuugh  judj^aicnl  had  alnuva  bccu  given  against  thcin. 
And  not  only  did  the  Yannouih  men  interfere  with  the  Ports 
men  on  this  account,  but  also  in  trifles  nnd  punctilios,  such 
as  the  style  of  the  court  there  kept,  in  uaiuiu^  the  Ports 
jfTn  before  tticire,  the  sitting  of  the  buih^  at  court,  and 
ral  such  othi-rs  tiui  o'orth  Riciitionin^;  so  ihnt,  in  the 
eif^liteenth  of  Queen  I'lizabetb,  on  May  GUt,  1576,  certain 
uticles,  ordci^.  and  rcKuluiious  were  a^ed  upon  by  several 
of  the  judges,  learned  lawyers,  and  others,  referees  in  the  case, 
to  be  observed  by  both  parties;  the  copy  whereof  ia  here  aub* 
joined ; 

*' Article*,  ordcra,  nnd  reMiIutions,  indented,  Mt  down  by 
Ro<;er  Miuiffood,  one  of  the  Queen's  Majesty's  juaticte  of  the 
Common  I'leiu,  John  JcHereii!,  one  of  her  Nfujcsty's  &etjeants- 
at'law  ;  WilUam  Lovelace*  scrjeani-at-law,  John  Dover,  K»q.) 
Eld^varti  Peeke,  mnyor  of  the  town  of  Sandwich,  Thoniiis  Lake 
and  Robert  Boncham,  commissioners  and  arbitrators  assigned 
f.ir  the  UaroiiB  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  on  the  one  i>an;  nnd 
Thomas  (jawdye,  one  of  Iilt  Majesty's  jnstirrH  of  her  Bench, 
Robert  Bell,  Fraucis  Wyadbam,  Edward  Flowerdewe,  Charles 
Colthiq*  and  William  le  Ciryse,  Ksqft. ;  William  Harbomc  and 
Tliumait  Duinmett,  conimisaioncrs  and  arbiirittora,  assigned  fur 
iIm:  bniliBb  of  Great  Yarmouth,  on  the  other  (MirC,  as  fullovretb, 
m. ; 

I.  "That  the  bailiffs  u(  the  Baron*  of  the  Cinque  Porta, 
during  the  free  fair  at  (ireat  Yarnumth,  shall  there  have  the 
adminiatraliou  of  roynl  justice  nnd  the  keepinf^  of  the  peace, 
logeibcr  with  the  IwilitEs  of  Oreat  Yarmoullij  aa  haih  been 
eciotinued  and  used, 

■J,  "'i'bat  the  bailiffs  of  tin-  said  HiinJUii  of  the  Cinjjuc  Porta 
■hall  tliiii  and  there,  together  with  the  bailiffs  of  (ireat  Yar- 
mouth, have  the  holding  nnd  deiermniing  of  all  picas  moved, 
or  depending  and  detenninable  during  the  free  fair  there,  ac- 
cording in  the  law- merchant. 

3.  "  That  tfae  prison  there  shall  be  kept  jointly  together,  by 
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the  bailifis  of  the  Cinque  Portit  and  the  bailiflB  of  Yannoutli, 
fur  ull  prisoners  commitlcd,  or  rcmnlning  tlicrrv,  during  iHe 
fair;  and,  at  their  tir^t  cominir,  u>  peruse  and  have  a  view  of 
the  prisfliicr^,  inid  to  know  for  what  crii:<i;  (hey  he  imprisontsl. 

4.  "ilittl  the  prcnomination  of  the  niyle  of  tbc  said  oooit 
to  be  (alternately)  one  rear  to  the  boiliflii  of  Yaitnouth.  and 
one  >'ear  lo  the  bailitl'a  of  the  Cinque  Porta ;  and  the  prenomioa- 
tion  for  the  next  free  fair  to  come,  conrtfrnin);  the  said  court,  to 
be  lu  enoh  of  the  baititTs  of  Yarmouth  uT  the  bailiffs  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  aa  the  said  Roger  Manwood  and  Thomas  (iawdye  shall 
DOinc  iu  the  indorsement  hereof,  nnd  subscribe  n  iih  their  bauds. 

5.  "  That  the  prorlamution  of  the  fair  shall  be  in  this  man- 
ner mid  fumt :  tbut  the  baililTs  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  with  oil 
their  usual  oHieeni  and  ornaments,  shall  at  the  usual  time 
asscmbte.  and  thtit  it  shall  he  lawful  to  ihc  said  baitifTs  of 
Yarmouth,  with  their  usual  officers  and  maces,  to  be  then  and 
there  present,  if  they  will,  and,  in  the  name  of  all  the  Queen's 
Majesty's  bailie's,  there  preseni,  without  particular  nouiinatioD 
or  prenominatioD  of  the  said  bailttia  of  the  Barona  of  the  Cinque 
Puns  rr  bailiffs  of  Yarmouth,  make  tbeir  usual  proclajnalioji 
of  the  nrticlea  of  the  aaid  free  fair. 

G.  "That  the  baiUlTs  of  the  Ports  shnll  by  all  means  aod 
WIT'S,  that  they  conveniently  may  cause,  as  well  tlieir  own 
fishers  nml  people,  as  all  other  tinhers  and  people,  not  to  dis- 
charge tiny  herrings  or  other  merehandize,  during  the  &ir,  at 
any  place  within  seven  miles  of  Yarmouth ;  but  only  at  the 
town  of  Yarmouth.  Recording  lo  the  ediet  mnde  botwen  the 
said  Bnrons  and  bailiffs  and  bur^sses  of  tbc  town  of  Yarmouth. 

7.  "  Whcrp  it  hnth  been  uiied  tlial  a  P^fV  inquest  shoiUd 
he  impanneilcd,  whereof  aome  to  be  of  ine  Porta,  and  a  like 
number  of  Yannouth,  to  inquire  of  tbc  misdemeaDours  and 
oflencea  committed  during  the  fair,  and  the  same  to  present 
before  tbc  bBilitTs  of  Yarmouth  and  of  the  Barotis :  the  »atd 
iiiipttry  -xbiill  from  beueeforth  continue,  a»  it  hath  been  used 
and  iircustomed. 

8.  "Where  of  evcrv  (is her- vessel,  coming  to  the  Miid  fiee 
fair,  in  ancient  time,  Iniir  pence,  for  toll  or  custom,  was  [latd 
to  Ihc  bnilifls  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  which  nfterwitrds,  by  coiu- 
nosition,  was  reduced  to  a  sum  certain  of  six  pounds  ycarijr. 
Now,  for  good  and  quiet  accord,  it  is  n<!T<^Ml  that  the  said 
bailiff*  of  Great  Yannouth  shall,  from  henceforth,  yearly  pay 
to  the  bailitTs  of  the  Cin(|ue  Ports,  at  their  de]uirture  fmm 
Great  Yarmouth,  three  potiods  ten  shiUiiij^  for,  and  ui  recom- 

iiensc  and  satisfaction  ol  tlie  said  toll  or  custom  of  four  pence 
or  aueh  fisher-vcsscl,  not   ehnmng   in   anywiae  any  of  the 
boats  or  ships  of  any  of  the  inhitbitants  of  the  Ctnqoe  Porta. 
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^tad,  in  con«i(ifTatinn  tbereor,  Lhc  said  bnilifTs  of  YarmAiiih  tn 
^P  diM^hariicil  ol*  all  ameant^ics  to   bv   tlviiiutiOvd  for  uuy  time 

0.  "  Thnt  all  the  inhabiiniiltt  of  the  sakI  Ports  na<l  llicir 
merabm,  tugetber  witli  their  shins  and  mcrchnndizm,  shall  be 
free  nf  ileiinc  aiitl  strand,  and  of  nil  tnxrK,  rliBr|;r:c,  and  burdens 
uosccuMlumi^d  whatxaevcr,  and  hav?  nnd  cnjny  nil  otiwr 
ilipir  [irivilcp"*,  lilwrlics,  iind  cominmiitics  wliBlsoevcFj  hcreta- 
ivrc  mrd.  not  rcpugnitnl  to  thesr-  articlen  nnd  orders.  And 
that  tbev,  and  cvrr\-  one  of  them,  shall  and  may  frankly  itell 
hia  or  their  herring',  to  whom  it  »hall  pleane  them,  vilhuut  let 
or  intcmi  |)tion  of  the  «ttid  hnitiffs  of  Yarmouth. 

10.  "'fliAt  no  Mi])crs«dea8  shall  be  nwardcd  or  made  by  the 
hailifl^  of  ih*  Barons  of  the  Cini^ue  Ports,  of  themaolvtis,  for 
dbchai^  or  u.-llin^  »t  Iibi.-rt)',  any  urrcsted  or  butnid,  for  the 
BCRCC  or  good  brbaviour,  by  wnrrnnt  of  the  siiid  hailitTs  of 
fireul  Yarmouih,  without  the  vonwul  of  both  or  one  of  the 
BtiK  baililfs  of  Yarmouth.  And,  e  converso,  that  no  super- 
sedeas xliidl  be  uwardcd  or  tniidc  br  any  of  the  bailiff  of 
yamjouth,  of  themsdveR,  for  disvrharjjc  nr  Retting  ni  liberty, 
anv  arrested  or  bound  for  the  pciice.  or  pood  behaviour,  by 
varmiit  of  the  said  baililT!)  of  the  Biirons  of  the  Cinque  I'orts, 
nittiiiut  consent  of  one  or  both  the  ttatac  bailiffs.  But  that 
nery  fltioh  siiprrMKlcu,  or  other  disoharae,  shall  b«  made  by 
eontcnt  of  both  or  ooe  of  those  bailifTn,  which  granted  the  «aid 
irDminl.  during  the  said  free  fnir. 

^tn  KitneftS  whereof,  iw  well  tin*  snid  cnmttiiftHioncni  and 
arbitrators  assif^d  for  the  Karons  of  ihe  Cinque  I'nriK,  ns  ihc 
aaiil  commissioners  and  arbitrators  n!i!ci<;ii<Hl  for  the  bailifl's  and 
lo«ii  of  (jTf^t  V'arniouth.  to  these  arLiotcB,  orders,  nnd  reg;tt- 
latiuos  iadculed,  their  seals  iiitercbaogeahty  have  mL" 

After  this  |>criod,  we  have  but  little  further  infonnRtion  oti 
the  uAnirs  of  Yarmouth.  Wc  have  seen  timt  the  power,  the 
righta,  and  the  urivilfjres  of  (he  Cinque  Ports,  «hicb  originally 
were  very  considenibie,  were  grailiudly  encroached  upon  nnd 
Inaened.  As  Varmoulh  increniied  in  size  and  wealth,  she, 
with  the*e,  acquired  their  usual  eoncomitanl«,  power  and  im- 
portance. As  «he  incirased,  the  Pons  decreased;  cuiitinuul 
quarrels  and  bickcriogs  took  place ;  the  fishery,  from  iM-in^r 
pnniripitted  in  by  many  others  than  in  former  times  resorted 
there,  iH-camc  of  leaa  value ;  tJie  men  of  Yarmouth  wct*  on 
the  spot,  and  thus  enjoyed  many  advuntagcs  of  which  lh(;J*oTls- 
turn  were  deprived,  from  the  distnnec  they  had  to  come ;  the 
latter  vrere  thus  rubbed  of  Uteir  proHts,  and,  as  we  have  seen, 
went  shorn  of  their  honours ;  and,  trhen  we  put  all  these  ihiitRs 
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together,  the  inference  is  apparent  that  the  fnte  of  the  liitherv, 
BS  it  ref^ardcd  the  Cinque  Port?,  wn^  scnicti;  and  tt  nos  unl;^ 
a  question  of  time  as  to  how  imioh  longer  it  slioiild  conlinuc 
Accordiiiglv  Mc  tind  it  lingci'cd  on  fursbout  aDulhrr  cc-utury, 
when  the  tant  bailifls  vere  sent  in  the  year  Ififi:},  and  thus 
ceased  the  Yarmouth  fishery,  irhich  had  hecn  enjoyed  by  the 
lliirotis  and  good  men  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  ancient  towns,  uud 
their  members  for  the  long  period  of  twelve  hundred  years. 

By  this  isame  Charier  the  Barons  were  to  have  tlicir  tindals, 
and,  by  that  of  Edward  IV,  all  treasure-trove  was  also  to  be 
their  property;  fur,  ahhough  the  ri^'ht  to  thie  latter  wu 
inqtiirablc  at  Shepway,  the  prn)>erty  na<(  vented  in  the  Ports> 
men ;  bill,  by  Miinv  mcan»  or  other,  the  lord  wardrnv  have 
for  tnany  yearn  claimed  and  taken,  as  their  own,  all  wreck*, 
findaht,  and  tn-niiiirot  tnive.  Their  jurindiclion  extends  from 
Seaford,  in  SnsHex,  to  Harwich,  in  Easex,  and  at  different 
ports  they  hare  agvnt»,  who  watch  over  their  interests,  and 
who  have  depots,  in  which  they  deposit  fttl  articles  which  may 
come  into  their  possession. 

The  iasi  privilege  in  this  Charter  is  the  exetnption  from 
paying  to  the  king  two  luus  or  casks  of  wine,  which  he  claimed 
to  take  from  every  vessel,  less  thou  foity  tons  burden,  at  his 
OMii  price, 

The  third  Chniicr  of  F^dward  I  grant!)  u  new  privilege  in 
iticse  words;  "  VVc  have  granted  for  us  and  our  heirs,  that 
all  they  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  aforesaid,  and  others  whosoever, 
culling  themselves  of  their  liberty,  and  willing  to  enjoy  the 
same,  uhall  contribute  (that  is  to  sny)  every  of  ibem,  according 
to  their  fuculties,  to  do  the  service  of  us  and  our  heirs,  with 
their  ship^,  vhcn  this  from  us  and  our  heirs  they  shall  have 
in  cuminaiidmetit." 

These  ^ei-e  men  (according  to  Jcalce)  that  did  not  inhabit 
the  i*ort!i,  but  dwelt  elsewhere  in  the  foreign,  and  contri- 
hult'd  to  the  mnintenance  of  llic  Forts*  shipping.  \vhrn>ii)ioii, 
by  conaent  of  the  Porta,  they  enjoyed,  witli  the  Portsmcn, 
several  privileges  and  fritHioiiis.  as  In  their  inrrsoiis.  IkikU,  and 
^uds.  They  agreed  uith  such  port  or  ancient  town,  ux  they 
lived  ncai«fit  to,  or  liked  best,  unat  particular  sumi  of  money, 
yearly  or  otherwise,  to  contribute)  and  so  eitUcd  themselves  of 
the  hiMTties  of  the  Ports,  and  from  thcnec  afU-rwards  were 
kCtiMed  Advocants.  Of  llicw,  Kye,  in  the  twcnty-»eveuth  year 
'of  Heur)'  VI  (.v.i>.  1-147),  liud  no  lees  than  thirty-five,  Muuie  of 
which^paid  yearly  kix  »hillings  and  eightpcnee,  6ome  others 
three  lihiUingii  and  faur}H'iicc.  AUcrwards,  in  the  dccUninv 
state  of  the  Ports,  they  fell  otlj  when  lb«  aueicnt  llhcrUct  ana 
enjoyments  of  either,  or  both,  were  ciirtitUed,  or  more  chnrgt»> 
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able  to  keep  than  to  let  go;  wlieren<i,  before,  so  many  were 
iJcsiroti»  tu  be  u<lvocnnr»,  ihat,  in  the  thiittrcnth  yenr  of 
llfnn-  VI,  \.v.  14^:),  by  decree  of  brotlicrhoml,  ench  Port  was 
rrstraincd  from  mnkin);  ttu^  more  ndvocniits,  thsn  tht'^'  then 
had,  niUiniic  licence  of  that  court  of  brotherhoui). 

Edward  II,  in  hia  Charter,  makes  the  follon-Jng  grant,  viz.: 
"'niat  the  Barons  sliall  not  lose  any  of  their  rights  aud 
urivttegcB,  although  they  have  iioC  fully  usod  litem  iit  any 
tomii-T  time,  and  that  this  aon-usagc  shall  not  di-privc  them 
of  thtm  at  any  future  period."  Thin  grant  trould  be  of  \*nlue, 
iuasmuch  as  it  would  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  adverse  parties 
to  dispute  the  righta  of  the  Ports  from  desuetude  of  the  same, 
and  iroiild  thus  often  save  them  from  useless  expense 

The  first  Charter  of  Edward  111  ratifies  that  of  Kdward  II, 
and  furlhcrniurc  cxpl.tlns  certain  words  in  tlic  third  Clinrtcr  of 
Edward  I,  which  are.  these:  "Thai  every  of  ihent  (the  advo« 
cant&)  should  contribute  to  their  respective  Ports,  according  to 
llieir7"f*'/''<»."  The  iiiicn»reiatiou  given  to  which  is,  that 
ihcT  should  contribute  towards  the  mainlenanee  of  the  shipping, 
of  all  tbcir  goods  and  chattels,  ait  well  without  the  liberty  of  the 
Cin<)Uc-  Ports  aw  within,  and  th»t,  in  n;turii,  iht-se  goods  and 
rhatieb,  which  were  taxed  for  the  Bcrvice  of  the  ahtp]>ing 
should  be  exempt  from  the  tallagcit  or  other  charges  ulint- 
BOCTer  to  which  the  gooda  and  cbattcls  of  foreign  men  were 
tubject. 

We  now  come  to  the  rcigu  of  Edward  IV^  whose  Charu-r, 
granted  in  his  iiflli  year,  is  of  great  iiniwrtance,  and  r<*quires 
mut:h  coiiiiidc'rution;  but  as,  in  the  third  year  of  Uie  sjimc 
king,  the  town  of  Tctilerdeu  was  united  as  a  member  to  Itye, 
ttua  will  of  cuurve  claim  precedence. 

"  The  King  to  all  to  vfhom,  &c.,  creeling :  VVc  have  inspected 
the  letters  patent  of  Henry  VI,  late  king  of  Kngland,  in  fact, 
bttt  not  iif  right,  made  in  these  words:  Henryj  by  the  gmre  of 
God,  Kingot  Kngland  and  France,  ami  I^ordof  Ireland,  to  all  to 
whom  the  prficnt  letters  shall  come,  greeting:  Know  ye  that 
whereas  our  beloved  the  Uarons  and  good  men  of  our  Cinque 
Fbrls,  for  certain  lihertics,  aequittanecst,  and  franchises  to  thctn 
granted  by  the  Charters  of  our  renowned  predecessors,  here- 
tofore king*  of  England,  are  bonnd  to  find  for  us  fifty-sovco 
»bipB  at  their  costs  and  eipenscs  every  year  for  lit^cen  duyd, 
upon  the  summonH  of  us  or  of  our  heirs ;  and  the  town  of  Kyc 
ooc  and  the  ino«t  ancient  town  of  the  Cinque  Porti*,  atid 
bonlering  on  the  sea,  where  the  inroads  of  our  enemies  and 
rclx'U  into  our  kingdom  of  Rnglainl  may  be  very  auon  obitervcd 
by  the  flux  and  rrllux  of  the  sea,  and  by  the  burnings  there  oft 
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mnde  liysuch  our  enemira,  hnth  fallen  intodevaRtgtton,deKtniC' 
tion,  WRsU*,  and  imprtvcrishniciil,  not  only  ul"  Umis  iiml  lent- 
tnentx,  but  also  of  iiilialntunCN  there,  that  the  Kaid  loivn  and  the 
Bnroiis  and  ^olmI  turn  of  tlit-  uinie  lire  uuhblc  '>u1  of  thdr 
estate,  without  their  insnpjwrtahlc  i'xi)ensra,  (o  find  for  us  nnd 
our  heirs  the  porlioit  af  such  navy  contingent  to  their  said  town, 
as  the;  arc  bound  to  do,  we,  being  destroua  that  the  albresoid 
navy  should  be  well  kept  up  and  obsen'cd  in  the  aforecoid 
Ports,  and  ihal  tttir  Barotis  and  ^wnl  ineii  uf  the  aforesaid  Iom'd 
may  be  more  stronply  bound  to  provide  sueh  ships,  aiid  faith- 
fully to  serve  ua  «i(b  such  uavy,  uf  o«ri:Bpecial  gmcc  and  of 
our  mere  motion  nnd  ecrlnin  knowlcdgt-,  do  will  nnd  i^ntfor 
us  and  uur  heirs  n$  much  m  in  U8  is  to  otir  l)elovrd  ibr  m:iyor 
and  bailitTs  of  our  nfnresnid  town  of  Itye,  and  to  their  heirs  and 
Buecessors,  and  to  thciiihahiUmte  nnd  tenants,  re-inriCK,  and  non- 
rcsiaiics,  and  other  resianis  in  the  town  and  hiin<ln:tl  nf  Ten* 
terden,  in  the  county  of  Keut,  that  from  the  Feast  of  St.  John 
the  Bapiltil,  next  ensuing,  the  aforesaid  town  and  hundred  of 
Teiitvitleu  shnll  consist  of  one  baililT  and  pcr|K^tiiiil  and  incor^ 
porated  ciinimonally  of  the  same  town  und  hundred  of  Teniei^ 
den,  luiil  that  the  aforesaid  hiiilifl'  and  eonniioiialty  shall  be  one 
body  cnrponile  of  ihcmsclvea,  and  ftlinll  ha\c  perpeluul  roqio- 
ratc  Guccession,  and  they,  so  incorporated,  and  iheir  heiro  and 
auccesaors,  shall  for  ever  be  calk-d  and  named  the  bailifT'K  nnd 
commonalty  of  Tenlcrdcn  And  that  they  shall  be  able  and 
capable  in  ri^lit,  name,  and  law,  to  iiurchaite  lttnd»  nnd  tene- 
ments und  otlier  poKscasions  n'hat)^ocve^,  and  shall  hav?  their 
common  seal  for  the  truusuicing  and  managing  of  th<:ir  utTairs 
and  busiaesses  for  the  future,  and  th:U  they  by  the  name  of  the 
bttilitf  and  commonalty  of  Tcritcrdcn  may  for  ever  at  their 
pleasure  pltad  and  be  impleaded,  nnd  nnswernnd  he  answered 
in  whatMiever  courts  of  us,  our  heirs  and  aucecssor^^  and  in 
other  courts  and  places  whalsoerer.  And  that  the  aforesaid 
inhabitants  nnd  resident  tenants,  nnd  tlieir  Iteira  and  succes- 
sors, dwelling  in  the  i^auic  town  and  hundred  of  Tenlerdcn,  on 
the  Feaat  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  flieu  next  follnwin^,  and  so 
from  year  to  year  on  the  Feast  of  St.  John  the  fluiitisl,  for  cvcT, 
may  have  power  to  elect  n  fit  i>orson  as  a  bailift  of  the  same 
town  and  hundred,  for  the  gooa  and  wholesome  gorernmcnl  of 
the  same  town  and  hundred,  and  Hiich  pcnjuin  M)  rkfrtei)  theT 
alialt  yearly  prd'cr  us  bnilitT'  of  the  said  town  and  hundred. 
And  that  the  nfore^aid  luiilitf  nnd  his  ^niTPSsor*.  baillfta  of  the 
said  town  nnd  hundred  for  the  time  bein^,  may  have  and  hold 
a  cotui,  to  be  holden  heioro  himself  or  his  sutlicienl  deputy, 
within  the  aaid  town  of  Teoterden  iu  fiftecu  days  of  the  FcwM 
of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  next  ensuiiift,  and  from  fifteen  days  U> 
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iiiiii  darn,  for  ever,  for  ihr  hciirinff  and  dctcitnininfc  of  all  and 
:i'<mliirplcasand  plaints  ol'ail  nn(l«in^iiiar  trespasses,  covenants, 
nititrortK,  mid  oilier  llim<;s  whatsoever  done  or  arising  nitlitn 
th«  low'ti  itnd  hundred  of  Tentei'dcn  alorcsaJd,  and  aUu  of 
pleas  of  excessive  dtstresft  theu  happeuinfr.  And  also  uf  lands 
ud  temires,  hein^  n-itbin  the  aaid  town  and  hundred,  according 
Co  the  law  and  cuatora  of  uur  realm  of  Kngluud,  aud  according  to 
Ibr  liberties,  privileges,  and  ctiAtams  of  the  said  Cinque  PortJi, 
and  they  khiill  have  the  co;;iiizuncc  of  the  eamc  ptcu«  in  the 
«Une  courts,  and  shall  dn  rscciniiin  then'on  acconjing  to  the 
law,  rttaloin,  and  liberty  uforesnid.  And  they  shall  have  and 
rtrvive  by  themselves  and  their  servants  the  tines,  issues, 
amcrci  amenta,  and  redemption  a  thereupon  aceruinf;  and 
ahsin);;  (o  (he  use  and  beiielit  of  the  said  Iwiilitr  imd  cain- 
moiiBlty,  their  hcira  aud  succcaaors,  without  any  thinfj  to  us.  our 
lieir»  and  suceessors,  lu  be  therrfure  rendered  Ibr  ever.  Aud 
that  tbt*  &aid  hailiH'  and  his  successors,  baihtf^  fur  the  time  being, 
ihall  have  the  power  and  eutburity  by  themselves  nud  their 
«er%-anl«  aforesaid  of  attaching  by  their  bodies  all  jvereons 
whomaoo'Cr,  duttdcnt  in  their  effects  in  whatsoever  pU-ua  of 
debt,  account,  tre-«pni»,  di^linne,  taking  and  detaining  of  cattle 
and  chiiiicis,  and  ol'  otiicr  [icrsonat  picas  whalsocver  within  the 
town  and  hundred  aforc^uid,  which  shntl  be  moved  or  tiappcn  to 
be  moved  iu  the  said  court,  lo  be  holdcn  before  the  aforesaid 
beilitf  fur  the  lime  being,  at  Tenterdeu  aforesaid,  aceurdtug  to 
ibc  Uwand  custom  of  our  kingdom  of  England,  and  according 
lo  the  liberties,  privilci^s,  and  customs  afurcsuid,  without  the 
hindrance,  tbstiirbance,  molc^tiition,  clnitn,  impediment,  or 
eonlradieiiou  of  us  nr  our  heirs,  or  the  justices,  esrheators, 
ttheriDi.  coronen,  bailiHs,  or  other  oHiceni,  or  miniatcrs^f  us  or 
of  oiir  heira  whomsoever.  And,  moreover,  we  will  and  do  grant 
{trr  us  and  our  aaid  heirs  aod  successors  to  the  aforesaid  bailid* 
and  coiumoDalty,  and  to  their  bcirs  and  successors,  that  they 
aball  be  quit  of  all  toll  and  cuatom,  tu  wit,,  from  idl  In.stagc, 
tallage,  paKsage,  kaiaj^*,  rivage,  ii»ntage,  aud  all  wreck,  and 
all  their  sales  and  purcbascA  and  repurchases  throut;hout  all 
OUT  realm  and  dominion,  auke  and  sccke,  toll  aud  ibean,  and 
of  all  tjdlages  and  aids  to  be  paid  to  us  aud  our  beir^  for  the 
bodies  of  llietr  proper  ships  and  taekling  thereof,  and  that  they 
shall  be  forever  di^chai^i'd  of  shires  and  hundreds,  and  from 
all  other  suits  and  things  to  be  done  In  us  and  our  heirs,  nnd 
also  from  all  summonses  before  the  justices  itinerant  of  us  and 
our  beirs  fur  whatsoever  pleas  in  whatsoever  courts  of  our  rcidm 
ibey  shall  be.  Aud  tliat  the  aforesaid  bailitf  and  commonalty', 
and  their  heirs  and  succesaora,  or  any  of  them,  shall  not  be  tn 
any  wise  compelled  to  come  out  of  the  aforesaid  hundred  and 
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tovn  before  us  or  our  bein,  tbc  justices  of  us  itnd  of  our  hc\n 
ftsaigncd  to  take  tb<>  afisb>e9,  and  for  gaol  delivery  the  keeper  of 
tlic  |m:iicc  and  justices  of  us  Mnd  of  our  belr«  Q&«^cd  to  hew 
ami  iJiMi^rmiiie  divrrs  felonies,  trespnsMit,  and  misdeeds,  or  the 
justice,  of  us  and  our  heirs  of  Nisi  Prius,  or  the  justices  of  us  anil 
of  our  heirs  nssigncd  for  the  sur^'tyin;*  of  vrIU,  fosses,  ditdies, 
»cwcr»,  bridges,  causewaya,  and  «carcs,or  other  coiiimtssion«n 
of  us  or  of  our  heirs,  theBhcril]'s,cscheator8,  coronera  of  m  or 
of  our  heirs,  or  other  officers  and  ministers  ot  us  «nd  of  our 
heirs,  or  the  steward  and  mursbul  or  ciprk  of  the  ronrket  of  the 
household  of  us  and  of  our  heirs,  nor  shall  be  put  nor  Jin- 
pamielled  in  any  as&izcs,  juries,  or  other  iuiiiiisilions  what- 
soever, nor  shall  th«v  or  aiiv  of  them  in  anv  nise  forfeit  any 
issues  or  aiuerciuiricnts  on  that  account  to  us  or  our  heirs,  out 
ahall  be  thcretif  ac(iuitt<.-<l  mid  discharges).  And  further,  of  our 
motion  and  knowledge  and  of  our  more  ample  {irace,  wc  do 
frill  and  grant  for  ur  and  our  heirs  as  miirh  ns  in  ns  ia  to  the 
said  mayor  and  Duronis,  and  to  their  heirs  and  aucce»ora,  nod  to 
the  aforesaid  inhahiuints  tenants,  resiants,  and  other  reainnls 
of  the  said  town  and  hundred  of  Tentcrden  aforc^said,  and  the 
aforesaid  itdiiibilanls,  tenants,  and  nun-rt'^tants,  and  oiber 
reaianl3.  when  the  uiid  town  and  hundred  shall  be  so  incorpo- 
rated, and  all  lands,  tenements,  and  possessions  whali^oever 
williinthc  said  town  nnd  hundred,  by  whai*ocver  names  they 
may  be  known,  shall  be  a  memlwr  annexed  and  united  to  tlw 
aforesaid  town  oC  Itye.  And  wc  do  annex  nnd  unite  the 
aforesaid  town  and  hundred  of  Tenterden  to  the  same  town  of 
.Rye,  niid  sepuratc  (the  same)  from  our  county  of  Kent,  so  tliat 
the  town  and  hundred  aforesaid  no  annexed,  united,  nnd 
•eparntftl  nhflll  be  reputed,  named,  and  accounted  u  member  of 
the  Cinque  Porta  aforesaid  to  the  aforesaid  town  of  Hyc  so 
annexed,  united,  and  pertaining.  And  that  the  aforesaid  l^lifl* 
and  commonalty,  their  bcirs  ai]d  auccesMrs,  shall  contribute 
xvith  the  aforesaid  Barons,  to  wit,  every  one  aceordiup  to  their 
estates,  to  do  the  service  of  us  nnd  our  heirs  concern iiiR  the 
ships  for  the  nii\-y  of  us  and  of  our  hrirH,  when  they  iihiill  have 
it  in  coniinand  from  us  or  our  heirs,  in  mimner  as  the  IJiinms  of 
the  aforesaid  Cinque  Ports  hove  heretofore  had,  and  that  no 
ouc  of  the  said  members  shall  bercaiVer  plead  or  be  imjtleaded 
before  us  or  our  heirs,  the  justices  of  us,  or  of  our  heirs,  of  the 
Bench,  the  Treasurer,  nnd  llonms  of  the  Exehccjucr  of  ns  nnd 
of  our  heirs,  the  nti-nard.and  llie  marshal  of  the  houRehold  of 
us  and  of  our  heirs,  or  cUewherc,  eonoeminp  any  trespasses, 
debts,  contracts,  detinues,  or  other  things,  cnuirs,  or  mnttcra 
nhatsoever  done  or  arising  within  the  said  member,  except  ia 
the  cottrt  liefore  the  bailiff  of  the  same  memlwr  for  the  time 
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wing  to  be  there  hnlden  aro«p(!ing  to  the  law,  ctifltom,  And 
liberty  at'ore&iiid,  nniL  m  ihe  uforcsuid  Ciiu|uc  Ports,  Slicpwny, 
in  maiiDLT  as  the  Barons  of  the  said  Cinfiue  Ports  have  bc«a 
woDt  tu  nlead  nuil  be  impleaded.  And  that  alt  and  siugular 
the  iahauitaiitH  and  tenants,  rcsinnts,  and  non-retiianls.  nnd 
other  the  reKinnts  of  the  uforc«nid  Divmbcr,  nnd  their  heirs  and 
tucceiuorti,  by  the  n:ime  of  the  tiailitT  and  comnionally  of  the 
said  tovMi  of  Tenl<.-rdcii,  »hnU  he  treated  nnd  distinguished.  And 
ibcy  Khali  henceforth  fully  and  wholly  enjoy  and  use  all  and 
Mu^uliir  (he  liberties,  acquittances,  and  frauchises,  \rhicb  the 
BoiYiiu  of  the  said  Cinque  Ports  have  heretofore  used  and 
enjoyed,  so  that  such  our  will  and  grant  shall  be  to  the  said 
baililf  and  commonally,  and  Co  their  heirs  and  nncccasora,  of  snch 
nnd  the  Rnme  vtihic,  force,  effect,  and  virtue,  us  they  would  have 
been  if  all  and  niiif^idiir  the  [trivilcgea,  franchistja,  liberties,  and 
custoins  afurt'^iid  h:id  l>eon  espceinlly  aad  uartieularly  from  word 
lo  word  recited,  declared,  or  spccitled  'm  tliese  presents,  and  had 
been  by  us  eonfirmed,  apjiruved,  and  ratified,  and  m'auted  to 
them  by  our  letters  patent,  uving  always  the  right  of  the 
nnerable  Father  John,  Arehhishnp  of  Canterbury,  and  of  his 
aucceuors  and  ofothers  whomsoever,  miy  Htatnir,  act,oniinaiiee, 
provision,  or  restriction  to  the  contrary  thereof  made,  ordained, 
or  provided,  or  auy  other  matter,  thing,  or  cause  whatsoever  in 
anywiw  nocwithsundin;;.  In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused 
thcac  our  letters  to  be  made  patent.  Witness,  ourselves,  at 
Westminster,  the  first  dtiy  of  August,  in  the  twenty-seventh 
jrcar  of  our  rei^n. 

"  Now  we  the  aforesaid  tetters,  aud  all  and  singular  tlicrein 
contained,  ratifying,  and  confirming  the  same  for  ua  and  our 
bcir«,  as  niucb  aa  iu  us  is,  do  accept  and  approve,  and  to  our 
beloved,  the  now  mayor  and  BaronH  of  the  afnrettaid  town  of 
Rye,  aud  tlietr  heirs  and  successors,  do  ratify  and  confirm  in 
IDBuner  as  the  letters  aforesaid  rensonubty  testify.  In  witness 
whereof,  witnesM,  the  king,  at  WcBtmiusler,  the  twenty-fourth 
day  of  June. 

"  For  forty  ahillingH  paid  Into  the  Ilannper." 

AJthough  the  town  of  Tenterden  itself  lies  inland,  yet  on  its 
aaaexatioii  to  Rye  the  iiea  flowed  up  U>  {Mtrt  of  the  parish  at 
Small  llythc,  to  which  point  then,  and  hing  after,  it  was  na- 
vi^nhle  lor  the  vcsbuIb  of  thoM;  duya.  The  pariah  also  runs  into 
Shirley  Moor,  n  marnh  on  the  north  side  of  Appl«lore,  and  which 
forroerly  was  covered  with  salt  water,  hence  Tcntcrdcu  was  so 
far  connected  with  Kye  by  water  as  to  render  her  capable  of 
^ving  assistance  in  the  6tting  out  of  her  quota  of  ship*  when 
called  upon  to  do  so,  and,  accordingly,  at  one  time  we  find  she 
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hid  (o  provide  three  ships,  vhich  probab1,v  were  buQt  at  Small 
llvthc  (tradition  telling  u»  tliiii  the  inul«  of  ahiji-building  vbs 
carriwl  on  here),  aiid  »«nt  down  by  (he  Rotho-  to  Rye. 

From  this  aanexation  of  rvtitcnlcii  to  Hyc,  it  seems  that  it 
was  originally  granted  by  Henry  VI,  in  the  tmcnly-Mrvcmh 
year  of  his  reign,  August  Iftt,  1448 ;  bitl,  whether  then  aoted 
on,  OP  left  as  a  dead  letter  in  the  archives  of  the  Tower  of 
London,  where  it  i%  said  to  have  licen  found,  until  I'Mvynrd  IV 
brought  it  into  light  and  life,  on  the  26th  of  Juac,  1463,  we 
are  unable  to  say. 

But  to  return  to  the  Charter  of  Edward  IV :  it  alludes  to 
the  good  Ger\'ieca  done  by  the  Cinque  Forts  tonnrds  him, 
during  the  lonj;  contest  betn-cen  him  and  Henry  VI  for  the 
crown  of  the  realm ;  and,  feeltnjr  grateful  for  the  same,  lie  con- 
finns,  in  the  uiost  full  and  ample  manner,  all  the  rigbu, 
liberties,  and  privileges  hcnelofore  enjoyed  by  the  Forts  and 
their  membeni,  from  the  time  of  Edward  the  Coofessor.  He 
not  only  grants  that  the  Burous  mid  good  men  ahull  not  lose 
any  of  their  rights  from  the  non-use,  hut  also  from  the  abuM 
of  the  same.  He  says  that  wherever,  in  any  of  their  customs, 
there  may  he  parts  difficult  or  defective,  the  mayor  and  jursta 
in  any  port,  where  such  difliculty  or  defect  may  be  apparent, 
thnll  have  the  power  of  esainining  the  aame  and  graating  a 
remedy  for  it. 

In  aildition  to  thoae  exemptions,  granted  in  the  Charter  of 
Edward  I,  the  following  were  allowed  in  this  of  Edward  IV: 
""niat  is  from  panage,  kaiage,  murage,  peisage,  picage,  lerrage, 
scot  and  gild,  hidtigc  and  scutagc."  These  words,  being 
mfflcieatly  explained  in  the  glossary,  prevent  the  necessity  of 
aaying  more  about  them  in  this  place. 

Tlie  Ports  were  now  to  have  waifs,  year,  day,  and  strepe, 
and  alHo  the  power  of  erecting  thcwe  mid  pillory,  and  of  uanf 
a  tumbrel. 

Although  I  have  said  above  that  the  words,  there  used,  have 
been  sufficiently  explained,  a»  to  their  real  meaning,  I  did  not 
mean  to  imply  they  wore  iuciipablL-  of  furttier  eseiniiUticaiion, 
as  regarded  the  use  the  PortAmcn  made  of  them;  and,  accord- 
ingly, I  shall  here  give  au  instance  of  the  war  in  wliit^h  the 
men  of  Rye  exercised  the  right  conveyed  to  them  under  the 
word  "  tcrrage." 

It  appears  that  one  Edward  Beale,  a  freeman  of  Rye,  going 
to  buy  com,  in  Hull,  wiis  called  upon  by  the  authorities  of 
tlua  port  to  pay  oertoiu  duties,  which,  by  reason  of  this  Cbartfrr, 
he  ought  QOt  to  nj- ;  and,  ou  his  complainiog  of  the  aame 
to  the  mayor  and  jurats  of  Rye,  they  vrrote  the  following 
letter  I— 
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"  To  iht  riglit  worshipful,  our  loving  friends,  the  Mnyor  and 
Aldermen  ot'  Hull. 

"  Right  Worsliipful : — With  our  due  and  henrty  commcnda- 
tiona  wc  salute  you.  Whereas  of  tale  we  xvi-olc  our  tetters  to 
you  in  the  bdialf  or  our  honest  neighbour  and  combnron, 
Edward  Beole,  touching  certain  duties  ye  required  of  him, 
whkb  he  dcutra  to  pay,  being  a  frp«inaa  of  the  Ports;  lie 
hath  made  relation  unto  us  of  your  cuurtcous  u»ngt'  of  hioi, 
for  «hich  wc  thank  you,  being  ready  to  reijuit  it  to  any  of 
your  |M>opte,  as  occasion  Khali  serve;  bul  yet  he  mlvcrtisclh  us, 
thai  yc  stand  in  doubt,  that  wc  be  not  free  of  onchorngc  atid 
jutta^  and  hnth  prayed  us  to  certify  you  therein.  These 
on:  therefore  to  at^nify  to  you  for  truth,  that  neither  we  nor 
any,  our  ancestors,  have  ever  paid  any  anchnra;^  within  this 
rvalm,  for  it  is  one  of  the  chicfcat  things  whcrt'of  vc  ai-e,  and 
altrays  have  been,  free.  And  for  juttogc,  we  never  hoard  that 
it  hath  been  demanded  of  any  of  the  Ports  until  now.  For 
nliereas  we  are,  by  our  Charters,  free  of  ternige,  if  we  pay 
ancfaoragv,  we  cannot  he  tcrragc-frce ;  for  groundagc  and 
anchorage  is  within  the  compass  of  the  word  tt-rrage;  for  there 
ts  seldom  anchor-hold  without  ground.  And  for  juttage  we 
coanot  be  free  of  rivagc,  if  wc  be  con)]pelk'd  to  nay  jiKtage; 
for  to  be  free  of  riviigCj  i.s  to  n^ri^■e  freely  and  ucparl  fretfly 
without  any  t-xaction.  Bcsidca,  the  general  words  of  our  Charter 
are,  that  we  ttliall  have  all  liberties  and  quietances  throughout 
the  realtn  of  England,  &c.,  and  our  liberties  arc  such,  as  we 
are  free  of  all  t.ixes,  exactions,  and  demands  whntsoever,  except 
any  Act  uf  Parliament  bind  us  thereunto.  Thus,  having  brictly 
eertitied  you  in  what  sort  we  have  ever  hitherto  been  free  from 
such  duties  paying,  as  you  now  demand  of  the  said  Edward 
Beale,  and  pmying  you  to  deal  so  friendly  with  him,  as  be  may 
enjoy  the  liberties  of  a  freeman  of  the  Ports,  as  his  ancestors 
before  liitn  have  done,  we  commit  you,  &c., 

"Your  Worships'  loving  friends, 
June  20th,  1680  "The  fliayor  and  Juraia  of  Rye." 

In  consequence  of  this  Ictieri  Jcakc  concludes  that  DcaJc  was 
exempted  from  payment,  as  here  the  matter  was  dropped. 

We  have  had  frequent  occasion  toobaerve  that  the  expenses  of 
doing  their  sen-iee  of  shipping  were  found  lu  be  so  great,  that  the 
pOTtmncJi  craved  anistnncc  from  their  <lifrere»t  sovcri'igns  to 
enable  them  to  bear  them  In  conwquvnce  of  (bis  state  of 
things  it  a|i|>cara  that  Ilenrj-  Vtl  hmi  allowwl  the  Poru  to 
draw  certain  aums  of  money,  not  exceeding  live  hundred 
poundsj  from  the  officers  appointed   to  collect   tba  tenths  and 
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fifteenths  in  the  cAuntiM  of  Kent  nnd  Subhcx.  Previous 
this  reign,  Jenke  mys.  ll>€  sum  was  npi  liniiusl ;  ImU  now  il 
was,  though  the  bounds  marked  i>ul  were  sometimes  over- 
stepjied,  mid  hciict;  Oueen  Bliiuibeth,  rollouing  the  cxnmplv  of 
hiT  Kraiiilfaltier,  not  mily  fori)aJ(f  them  to  take  more  than  five 
hundred  jiounds  citcVi  time  the  tax  alluded  to  was  levied,  but 
subjected  them  to  a  lieavy  fine  of  one  thousand  marks,  in  ca-v 
thev  excee<Icd  the  idlolted  sum. 

'ilmt  the  sum  was  not  limited  before  the  time  of  the  Seventh 
Henry  is  oiipareiit  fnjn>  ihcfnct  tliat,  in  the  rcijin  of  Kdward  IV, 
when  that  monarch  set  out  on  his  voya{;c  to  t'nince  to  n-^iii  the 
Dudiy  of  Normandy  and  other  provinces  formerly  ajipcrtain- 
ing  h>  the  English  crown,  (he  aUowaucc  to  the  Porta  were : 
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Th*Jbrt«'  money  thns  granted  was  distributed  among  the  mvt- 
rBl^afioancicnt  towns,  in  ]iro[)oriiori  to  the  shipping  respectively 
(ocdtd  by  them.  Kaeh  jwrt  gave  a  billet  to  the  officer  from 
whom  it  received  the  money,  and  which  billet  waa  scaled  with 
the  seal  of  otfiec  of  the  town  or  port  receiving  any  part  of  the 
money  allowed,  leatifying  that  mich  persons,  as  are  named  in 
the  bill,  arc  Barons  of  that  port  or  town,  and  pay  to  the  service 
of  ohipping,  and  nere  taxeil  in  auch  a  place,  at  such  a  »iua 
made  in  suth  form,  as  followt-th  : 

"  AtulatU  muUimUn.  'ITjis  present  hill,  indented,  witneeseth 
that  thc«c  are  the  names  of  certain  Borons  and  inhabiuula  of 
the  town  and  port  of  Rye,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  one  uf  lUfl 
ancient  towns  of  the  Cin(]ue  Ports  of  our  lord  the  king,  con- 
tributing and  paying,  %vith  the  Ports  aforesaid,  to  their  ship- 
ping, when  it  shall  happen;  whose  goods  and  chattels  art 
taxed  in  the  village  of  Hoj>c,  within  the  hundred  nfGtiUpore, 
in  the  county  aforesaid,  to  the  payment  of  the  second  fifteenth 
and  tenth  of  the  two  whole  hftcciith^  and  tenths,  gratiteil  tO 
our  Ijurd  Henry  the  Eighth,  King  of  Knglaiid,  in  the  ;i7t1i 
TOOT  of  his  reign,  from  the  laity  in  his  parliament  holden  at 
Westminster,  and  to  be  paid  before  the  last  dajr  of  June,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  lo47,  viz.:  A.lc][andcr  >Vellif<  at  %)d., 
llichard  White  at  8  \il„  mid  Robert  Edcndcn  at  l\<i. ;  the  sum 
3i.  In  witness  whiTuuf  the  scaI  of  oflicc  uf  moyoratly  of  the 
town  of  Itye  aforcmaid  is  put  to  these  presents. 

"Dated  June  lOlh,  in  the  6r8t  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
Lord  Edward  the  Sixth,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Eogisud, 
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\ncc,  and  IreUrxl,  Defender  of  t)ie  Faith.  »nd  jn  (^arth  oftlie 
Cburcli  of  Bnglanil  ami  Ireland  stipreniL-  )iL-ad,  a.d.  Ij>17." 

The»c  bills,  billets,  or  cei-ttBcatcA  (for  by  all  these  names 
tlicjr  UK  called)  Che  collectors  of  the  tax,  receiving  nud  prti- 
ducinj;,  had  deduction  of  upon  their  account  in  the  h\chc(|ncr ; 
and  the  jfartr  receiving  the  muney  urolc  on  the  billcl  "  Re- 
ceived by  nitr,  A.  B.,  the  sum  sd'oresaid,  hy  way  of  biUuiiiig." 

A»  the  billeta  liiid  to  he  -"ridwl  with  the  twnls  of  utTicw  of 
ninytirally,  it  follows,  as  a  emitter  of  cnurse,  that  the  membfirs, 
not  roqiorate,  eotild  not  i.taiie  any.  Hut  still  it  sceniH  that  Old 
Komncy,  boric  time  previous  to  this  Charter  of  Elizabeth, 
iiltetu[>l«rd  to  innke  hdleu,  M-nling  them  with  Home  Keul  or 
other,  but  being  no  corimrate  mrmbi-r  they  were  restrained  by  a 
decrue  mn<lc  at  n  (jiicfflliii;^,  hold  nt  Rye,  January  -i,  \M9, 
under  the  iKoalty  of  one  thousand  pounds,  and  ordered  for  the 
fUtiirr  to  draw  thoir  billots  nt  New  Komncy,  thoir  bead  port. 

In  this  Chailcr  it  may  be  remarked  that  Rye,  for  the  first 
time,  cakes  precedence  of  VVinchcUca,  the  Inttcr  now  beginning 
to  decay  in  consequcnec  of  the  oca  retiring  from  il  imd  de- 
priving! It  of  its  commerce,  while  the  former  iacrcased  ia  a  pro- 
portionatc  dei^ree. 

AlhiMim  is  here  also  made  to  the  brothcryeeld,  afterwards 
called  Brotherhood.  This  was  one  of  the  courts  of  the  t-inquc 
Ports,  as  was  also  the  Uuextling  and  8hepway,  on  all  of  which 
some  Iciigtheucd  remarks  «ill  be  reijuircd,  and  therefore  we 
ftbalt  eompK-te  the  other  ubservatioua  we  bare  to  make  on  the 
Charters,  and  leave  these  to  form  the  conclusion  to  tills  part  of 
our  work. 

Tlie  last  Charter  requiring  any  notice  here  tn  that  of  Charles 
II,  cuinmouly  culled  the  Ueucral  Charter  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
and  which  gives  the  Cinque  Ports,  ancient  towns,  and  their 
corponitc  membcni  the  right  of  holding  a  court  of  rcconl  once 
every  fortnight.  TIuh  court  h  holden  on  ditlerent  duys  in 
dittcrcnt  towns.  In  Rye  it  took  place  every  iilieniaie  Wcd- 
nnulny.  Wing  presided  over  by  the  mayor  and  one  jurat,  «t  least. 
Since  the  pacing  of  the  Municipal  Coqmralion  Act,  this  court 
b  hcltl  iu  the  prcaence  of  Che  mayor  and  odc  alderman,  or  of 
twu  nldennen. 

The  mayor  and  jurats  arc  constituted  keepers  of  the  peace, 
having  the  same  power  and  aiithurity  as  jueticesof  the  peace 
in  the  dlRereut  counties ;  but,  though  uieulioned  hdrc  vxpi-esaly 
for  the  first  time,  Jcakc  says  tliey  enjnyH  this  privilege  as 
early,  at  all  events,  as  the  reign  of  Henry  Vill. 

I'his  Charter  gr-mta  a  bill  of  indemnity  for  all  breacbe*  of  the 
Uw  which  migTit  have  be«n  committed  during  the  civil  war, 
nhicb  bad  raged  with  more  or  leu  violeace  from  the  year  1(>40 
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to  1660.  Tbi9  was  no  nnall  favour,  »>nsidrrinpf  hov  difi)<'iilt 
it  must  have  been  Tor  peofilt-,  iio^«vcr  desirous  of  keeping  the 
law,  tu  oticj  tlio  cuntradictory-  Tcntons  of  it,  as  gjvni  by  each 
party  as  it  came  into  power  in  tltosc  disastrous  times.  Flow 
diflicuU,  for  iustance,  it  must  have  been  lo  obey,  u  one  and  the 
some  tin>e,  the  lavs  promulgated  at  Oxford  by  ChaHes  I,  vbo 
was  the  8o\'ereijrn  de  jure,  and  those  isKued  by  Oliver  Crom* 
well,  the  sovereign  dc  facto. 

Cbarles  II  was  the  first  to  coni|w)  "all  nuyors,  bailiff 
jurats,  recorders,  coroners,  common  clerks,  con^lahles,  and  all 
other  officer©  and  ministCfB  of  the  aforesaid  Cinque  Ports, 
ancient  tomis  and  members  of  the  same,  to  take  "  the  oath  of 
obedience,'  (comaiouly  ciillcrd  the  oath  of  idlcgionce)  and  alto 
the  *<  oath  nf  supremacy,"  the  former  binding  them  to 
acknowledge  the  king  as  the  only  hc-ud  of  nil  civil,  and  tJic 
liilter  U9  that  of  all  ecclesiastical,  atTairs. 

In  this  Charter  un  ultcruttoii  wiw  made  in  the  appointment 
of  common  clerks  (now  called  town-clerks),  and  also  of  re- 
corders. Heretofore  the  Barons  elected  whom  they  jileiucd, 
nnd  the  king  had  no  right  to  interfere  with  that  election  ;  but 
now,  unit-SK  llio  kin|;  approved  of  (he  person  elected  to  cither 
of  these  offices,  the  election  wua  null  and  voiti,  nnd  ihry  hoil 
to  procccfl  to  B  new  one,  nod  that  so  of)cn  at  the  king  abjt-clt^ 
to  the  officer  chosen.  This  was  a  great  infringement  of  the 
libertieK  of  the  Cinque  Ports.  It  wa»  enacted  for  the  purpose 
of  purging  the  cor^iorattons  of  the  Nonconformists,  who,  during 
the  prolrctorate  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  had  been  admitted  into 
thrm.  It  wiw  in  consc(|ncnce  of  this  law  that  the  elder  Jeiike 
(the  author  of  the  '  Chnrters  of  the  Ciu(|UC  Ports')  was  cjcclcd 
fro?n  the  ollicc  of  town-clerk  of  Uye. 

AVe  now  hasten  to  the  concluding  pan  of  this  division  nf 
our  work  ;  the  con&idcracion  of  the  three  courts  attached  to 
ihf  Cinque  Ports:  the  Court  of  Shepway;  the  Brotherhood  : 
and  the  (iticslling. 

If,  as  surni-  »nppo3e  (and  we  think  rea9onably)i  the  five  fbrta 
erected  by  the  Ilomana  on  the  south  nnd  south-eastern  shores 
of  Kent  and  Sussex,  to  guard  these  coustu  from  the  piratical 
ineurHinns  of  the  Saxons,  was  the  origin  of  the  first  Five  or 
Cintpic  IVrli>,  then  is  it  equally  reasonable  in  believe,  that 
the  oBieer  called  the  Count  of  the  Saxtm  shore,  whom  the 
Iliiman  emperors  a[>]Ktiiil4-d  to  <-ommand  these  forts,  was 
csscniiiilly  the  same  as  the  one  who  wns  nftervrards  known 
under  ihc  threefold  chiii-acter  of  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  Countable  of  Dover  Castle,  luid  Adtnirnl  of  the  Ports 
Navy. 

Cudcr  his  title  of  Warden,  nr  Gturdian,  as  the  name  ex- 
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pmsM,  hr  wns  bouTKl  to  preserve  the  libertiear  rights,  and 
pririlcgea  of  the  Cinque  PoriR ;  he  was  to  act  m  a  mediator  be- 
tween the  Sovcreifrn  and  the  Barons,  if  disputes  should  arise  in 
(hut  quarter ;  aa  jud^  anion^  lliemsL-lvfe,  and  between  them 
Kod  others;  to  f;u.'ird  thum  u^uiust  the  unjuKt  encroaohmenls  of 
ftircigncrs  upon  their  ri|{ht9  and  Juri^tlictioii ;  and  to  detvnnine 
Ruch  ditll-renc-cs  as  luiffht  f^row  irrLTuiicilahle  (without  an  iiitt-r- 
poaiog  power);  and  lo  rorrect  iht  errors  and  irrecuWities  in 
judgment  which  uii^hL  hapiMrnauion^  themwlves.  In  thiHcho- 
ractcr  the  Warden  ])residea  at  tiie  Court  of  Shcpway. 

\Vhetir\i:r  there  woe  a  vacancy  in  the  vrardeu^hip,  the  king, 
by  his  letters  patent,  appointed  another,  who,  when  he  saw  fit, 
wms  lo  send  his  letters  to  every  town  of  the  Cinque  IVrls,  and 
their  members,  in  which  there  was  a  mayor  or  bailiff,  that,  at  a 
certain  day,  they  wtre  to  meet  him  at  the  Court  of  Shepway, 
provided  alwavH  that  they  had  forty  days'  notice  of  the  8nni«>. 

Ou  recrivinK  the  letter  of  suoinious,  the  mayor  or  bailiff 
caused  the  common  sergeant  to  ^ive  noti(?e  to  all  the  jurats  of 
bia  Unrn,  one  or  two  iliiys  oAer,  an<l,  by  their  assent,  ordered 
tomethin^  to  be  Kuunded,  for  the  nur^mse  of  ^nlheriiig  tof^ther 
the  wholi-  commonnlty,  who  ucre  uirrcted  to  choose  sis  good  men 
(tagcCher  with  the  mayor  and  baitifF)  to  appear  before  the  War- 
den of  the  Cinque  i'orta,  on  such  n  dav.  at  die  Court  of 
Sbf[jway:  who,  being  chnnen,  and  nppcarmg,  with  the  other 
^Smroti»,  before  the  Warden,  were  to  be  informed  by  hini  of  the 
H^Mute  of  their  bein^  ^thcrcd  together.  When  the  Warden  hud 
given  ihcm  thie  information,  snd  shown  them  his  commiMion, 
by  which  he  wa»  entitled  to  ftssume  the  office,  one  of  the  B;ui)DS, 
cFionen  by  consent  of  all  the  Barons  there  present,  shall  Kny  to 
him :  "  'llie  manner  and  custom  of  this  court  is,  that  whuiw- 
CTcr  shall  come  to  be  accepted  for  Warden  shall  take  hiH  onih 
upon  the  holy  Kvangeltsts,  touching  the  book,  t]iat  he  will  keep 
and  DiaiutaJn  the  hberlies,  tisaces,  and  customs  of  the  Cinque 
PortSi  according  to  his  power,  mviolate." 

The  folluning  ia  the  oath  which  he  was  called  upon  to  take, 
viz. ! 

"  1,  A.  B.,  by  my  oath  taken  to  our  Ijonl  the  King  of  Cng- 
Ikud.  and  by  my  knighthood,  all  the  liberties,  usojces.  and  cua- 
toms  of  the  Cinijue  I'oru,  acoording  to  my  power,  inviolate  will 
keep  and  maintain  " 

In  ancient  times  it  was  necessary  thnt  the  Wartlcn  of  the 
Cinque  Port^  should  Ih-  a  knipht  and  one  of  the  kin^'a  council. 
If  he  refused  to  take  the  prescribed  oath,  he  could  not  be  ad- 
mitted to  the  enjoyment  of  the  office ;  but  ha\ing  taken  it,  the 
mayor*,  bailifCt,  aiitl  others,  vrbo  were  appointed  by  the  com- 
mannlty,  were  wont  to  present  the  Waroon  wilb  aome  gi(\  on 
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udenm  pmnue,  as  seemed  fit;  and  nn  thnl  clay  tiotlim^  mnre 
eould  be  done.  Of  the  ImsinvM  which  nl'tcnrtLrilB  otxtipled  the 
court  we  have  already  Bpoken,  and  thererorc  need  not  repeat  any 
more  here. 

A»  Constable  of  Dover  Castle,  the  Lord  >\''arden  ■was  in- 
triLttcd  with  the  custodv  of  this  important  fortress,  which  id 
former  times  was  considered  the  very  hicV  nnd  key  of  the  Itiug- 
dom;  Ko  niucti  :so,  (hut  when  Lewis,  the  Daujihiu  of  France, 
invaded  tCn^land,  in  the  reign  of  King  John,  his  tather,  lenrniiig 
th.it,  nUhonj>h  lie  hnd  I.iken  many  fortress'*,  he  had  not  got 
possession  of  this  Castle  of  Dover,  swore  by  Saint  Juinea's  ann 
(bis  accitstomcd  oath)  that  he  had  not  gidned  one  foot  in  Hag- 
Und.  lie  had  the  char^  of  all  prisoners  confined  in  the  castle, 
and  was  to  defend  it  against  the  attack  of  all  enemies,  both  in- 
ternal and  external. 

Id  Ilia  character  of  Admiral,[he  Warden  wa*  to  summon  the 
Ports  to  do  their  service  with  their  shipit,  when  and  where  the 
king  required  them,  and  to  take  the  command  of  Ibem  when 
assembled. 

£>ceing  that  the  Ports  have  not  been  called  upon  to  fit  out 
any  shi|»  for  the  tost  two  hundred  ycar»,  tlie  oiKee  of  Admiral 
is  of  courac  virtually  defunct ;  and  that  of  Wanlcn  may  be  con- 
sidered the  same,  if  we  look  at  it  in  its  sense  of  gunrdinn  of  the 
"  liberties,  usages,  and  customs"  of  the  Cinque  Pons,  as  cx- 
prcs««d  in  his  oath  at  the  time  of  his  iustallation ;  for  when,  some 
few  year*  ago,  the  men  of  Rye  were  struggling  to  be  adoiitu-d 
to  the  freedom  of  the  town,  and  the  coneomilnnt  privilege  of 
voting  for  their  repr esc nta lives  in  Parliament,  (bey  presented  a 
lueiHorinl  to  his  (.irace  the  Duke  of  WelHiitrlon.  emviiig  bis  in* 
lcqK>Bition,  an  Wnrdcii,  to  see  that  they  were  sdiuittcd  to  their 
riglit«,  liberties,  and  privileges,  as  granted  to  tbcm  by  all  their 
ancient  Chartcn,  he  was  either  unwilling  or  unable  to  as&iat 
ihem.  In  either  cas^  as  regarded  the  men  of  Kye,  his  guat' 
dianship  had  virtually  eeased.  The  VVanlen  has  charge  of  all 
debtors  who  are  arreMed  within  the  liberties  of  the  Cinque 
Ports,  ancient  tnwna,  end  their  members,  who  are  confined  in 
Dover  Castle ;  hut  whcilicr,  in  case  of  the  two  offices  of  Wanlcn 
and  Constable  being  separated,  and  held  by  two  different  per- 
Bons  (as  has  sometimes  happened),  ihv  Wnrden  would  retain 
this  charge,  seeing  that  the  caatle  is  in  the  custody  of  the  Cnn- 
Rlnble,  and  nut  of  the  Wiurdeii,  we  are  uiinble  to  say.  A*  War- 
den, \m  Grace  llie  Duke  of  Wellingtna  has  Walmcr  C>istle  for 
his  residence,  and  eliinm  all  wrecks  ant!  tindaU  which  may  l»e 
east  on  the  shores  uaynhcre  l>etiTecn  Kcaford,  in  •:>ussex,  and 
Harwich,  in  Eaaex  As  Constable  of  Dover  Custlc,  responstbia 
dutiea  are  still  devolved  on  the  Lord  Warden,  as  in  time  of  war 
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he  would  be  called  upon  to  putthifirurlrciiatn  a  state  of  defence^ 
to  meet  the  altacka  of  any  toreif^n  enemy  who  iniglil  attempt  to 
hnd  ou  our  ^tiores. 

We  vitl  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  CourU  of 
Breiilierhood  and  fiueslHiig.  Tlicse  were  the  iKtrliamtnta  of 
tbe  CiD<|iie  Ports.  The  Brotherhood  was  aocienily  licld  twice 
in  every  year,  viz.  on  iheTucsduy  wflcr  the  close  01*^  Easter,  and 
on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  Feast  of  Saint  Margaret,  which  is 
OD  Julv  J^Jth.  At  the  funiicr  vtns  heard  the  report  of  the 
I  sent  to  Yurmoulh  the  preceding  year,  during  the  fishing 
1,  wlicn  they  appeared  at  tbe  bar  of  the  Court  uncovered, 
while  the  rvport  was  read,  when,  if  thf^  had  acquitted  them- 
kIvch  properly,  they  reci:-ived  the  tlinnks  uf  llic  Court,  or,  if 
olbcmisf,  were  rcprinianded  and  Hued  :  ut  the  latter  the  bailiffs 
eleet  for  the  enMiiit^  fair  iit  Yormciiith  appeart^d,  when,  if 
approved,  they  were  sworn  into  their  office,  and  adinillcd  to  sit 
in  tbe  Court,  an  nieiiibera  of  the  i^aine  ;  but,  if  not  approved, 
thnr  vrerc  not  sworn  in  nor  received  amongst  tlicni. 

The  Brutherhnml  was  originnlty  iitHlituted  to  enable  the 
Barona  and  good  men  of  ihc  ditfcrent  Ports  to  assemble  toge- 
ther, thrflii);h  tlieir  representative!!,  to  confer  on  any  questions 
ihnt  might  iirivc  touching  their  liberties  iiiul  privileges,  iind  to 
»i»rd  ngiiin^l  any  encroachmentR  on  the  same.  This  little  par- 
Danicnt  oonsLsted  of  the  following  mcmlK-nt,  viz.  seven  from 
each  of  the  tive  head  Forts  and  the  tvo  ancient  conns,  which 
seven  were  the  mayor  or  his  deputy,  three  jurats,  and  three 
freemen  or  commoners  (of  whom  the  town-clerk  and  chamber*- 
lain  were  usually  tno).  Afterwards  this  number  was  reduced 
Co  live;  that  is,  (he  mayor,  two  jurats,  and  tno  commoners. 
Thia  court  was  presided  over  by  one  of  the  mayors,  each  taking 
it  in  regular  rotation,  who  bore  the  dignified  title  of  ^jM>akcr» 
and,  in  being  addreased,  he  was  called  his  Speakernhip,  n  hich 
office  passed  in  this  order:  tirst  Ilastinga  held  it,  then  Win- 
chdsea,  Kye,  Komocr,  Hythe,  Dover,  and,  lastly,  Simdttich, 
after  which  it  reverted  to  llofittiigs  again.  Although,  originally, 
two  Brotbeihooda  were  at^semLled  in  each  year,  it  was  after- 
wards found  sulltcient  to  hold  only  one,  which  lakes  place  on 
the  Ttiesday  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Margaret,  and  is  suinuioned 
in  this  waoner:  the  town  that  is  Speaker,  jit  the  beginuin^j  of 
ita  Speakerahip  (which  Jeake  says  is  the  first  of  June),  stiuls  a 
letter  to  the  other  IWts  and  ancient  towns  to  know  their 
O|nuions  w  hether  u  Brotherliood  and  Guestling,  or  either  of  them, 
ahoiihl  Iw-  hehl  duriiij;  that  year.  'ITie  following  is  the  copy  of 
this  letter,  uu  the  back  of  which  evci^'  of  thcui  indorsed  their 
■oawert 

•*  Right  worshipful  Sirs, — Loving  brethren,  combaroDB,  and 
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flimds,  otir  ri^bt  beaity  affections  and  salutations  to  you  p 
■ented.  Wbercas,  by  wpU-miarj-  Tcvwlutioti.  tlic  Spt-ukvrship 
of  t)if  Ports  is  non  devolved  on  uh,  trc  have  tliuught  meet  lo 
issue  ibcsc,  our  timciv  Itttur*,  lo  yon,  whcr«l»_v  wc  pmy  and 
brotherly  require  your  advice  and  smjscriptions,  whether, as  our 
affairs  now  stand,  a  BrothL-rhoocI  or  Gucstling,  or  either  of  tbcm, 
ia  Dcoessary  to  be  arrearcd  this  year.  VVc,  for  our  parts,  con- 
eidcring  (here  inserting  some  one  or  two  cniiscsi  for  their  asftcn- 
blia^)i  luc  of  ojuuion,  and  think  tit,  that  both  a  Brotherhood  sud 
GufiSlJin^  be  summoned  to  nipet  at  the  town  nnd  pon  of  New 
Romn^,  in  the  County  of  Kent,  on  the  Tuesday  after  the 
Feast  of  St.  Margaret  next  ensuing,  at  the  hour  accusiuwcd. 
NevertJieleaa,  we  submit  to  your  grave  wisdoms  and  detcnni- 
natioDs  in  the  premjaes  ;  and  so  we  commit  you  lo  (Jod,  and 
rest  your  very  loving  brethren,  eoDibarons>  and  friends. 

"  The  Mayur  and  Jurats  of  the  Town  aad 
«  Port  of  Ilaatings  Speaker. 
, "  From  Hastings,  under  the  Seal  of  Office  of 
"Mayoralty  there,  June  I,  1653." 

Wcfaavc  already  described  the  members  of  vrhich  the  Brother- 
hood was  composed.  The  GiiealUog  consisted  of  the  inayoTf 
two  jurats,  and  twu  commoners  from  each  of  iht  corporate 
memlKTs  of  the  Cinque  Porta  and  ancit;nt  towns ;  but,  iiiaitmueh 
as  they  bad  uo  lif^t  to  be  present,  luiless  aumtnoueil  and 
invited  by  the  head  Ports^  they  were  considered  as  (^esta,  nnd 
hence,  when  assembled,  they  were  called  collectively  tlie  Guest- 
ling.  Theee  members  neru  seven :  Pevensea  nod  Scnford  cor^ 
porale  to  Hasiinfc's;  Tenlcnien  to  Rye;  Lydd  to  llonmci 
Folkstonc  and  Feversham  to  Dover;  and  Fordwich  lo  San 
wich.  When  met  iu  their  parliament,  the  representatives  of 
the  members  had  equal  liberty  of  speaking  and  voting  wit 
tbosc  from  the  head  Ports.  Independent  of  this  Gucstling,  tl 
vns  Hnother  composed  of  r  certain  nnml)er  of  the  ditfereul  hei 
Ports,  which  was  assembled  for  the  purpose  of  consulting 
some  purtlcular  bu»iue»s  immedintely  relating  to  themsolvt 
In  the  reign  of  Ilcnry  VIH,,  when  a  dispute  arose  between  tl 
Ports  and  the  City  of  London,  on  occasion  of  the  latter  iuter- 
feringwith  the  free  buying  of  the  former  in  BlackweU  Hall,  the 
Drotncrbood  appointed  two  solicitors  to  manage  the  business; 
one  of  which  was  chosen  for  the  eastern  Ports,  and  tlie  oth<:r  fur 
the  western  ;  the  former  being  ihe  four  Kentish  ones  of  Sand- 
wich, Dover,  Hythc.  and  Roinney;  and  the  latter  the  ihrct; 
JjtiaMTXoncB  of  Ilastiiigs,  VViuchcbica,  uod  Uyc.  It  has  ulrcadv 
been  related  that,  in  the  ease  of  the  detention  of  John  Burrell 
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fvho  iCole  a  hoDK  from  Rye)  by  the  abbot  or  Baltle,  the  three 
SitMV.x  Ports  met  to  consider  what  atepn  thev  Hhoiild  take  on 
iht-  occji»ioii,  arfl  which  mtetins  was  »tllctl  a  Gut-Ktiing.  Thug 
iniieh  (or  the  nature  of  a  Brotherhooil  anil  a  Ciiicntling. 

If  the  innjorily  of  indors«meii[s  on  the  Speaker's  tetter, 
already  inserted,  were  in  favour  of  holding  a  Brotherhood  and 
Gucsiling,  the  Speaker  then  issued  hi»  Ietl«r  of  sunnnons  (or 
that  purpose,  forty  days  before  the  day  of  meeting,  and  which 
wu  88  follu^f  9 : 

**  ILigbt  wurshipful  Sire, — Loving  brcthreo,  romharonB,  and 
friends,  our  nf;ht  hearty  affections  aud  ^ulutatiuan  tu  vou  pre- 
teulecl :  That,  fonumuch  as,  by  the  grcateri>art  of  the  Ijrethren 
of  the  Cintfue  Ports  aiid  ancient  towns,  it  ta  concluded  that  a 
&t>th«rhood  and  UueHtUni;  he  arreared  Um  year;  the-ise  arv 
therefore  to  pray  and  hruthi-rly  r«]iitrc  them  to  be  nt  the  time 
and  place  apiMinted,  on  the  hour  accustomed  (which  u  eight 
of  the  dock  in  the  morning),  with  llie  full  number  of  persona 
duly  returned  and  cummiuionatcd,  accordinf^  to  their  ancient 
eusloms  and  usages,  out  of  mind  uMid  and  approved. 

"  And  oo  wc  commit  you  to  God,  and  jx.'st 

"  Yoi»r  very  loving  brethren,  eombaron<i,  and  friend*, 
''Tiw  Mayor  and  Jurats  of  (he  Town  and 
"  Port  of  Hnstinga,  Speaker." 

On  the  day  of  apjyarancc  at  the  court,  the  persons  returned 
to  ail  and  act  brought  with  them  their  commissions  from  their 
mpectivc  towns,  scaled  with  the  common  seal  of  their  cor< 

K>ration.     The  folkmiRg  ia  the  copy  of  the  one  sent  from 
yc! 

"To  all  Christian  people  tn  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
and  es)>ccially  to  the  right  worshipful  our  losing  brethren, 
combarons,  and  friends,  the  mayors,  juials,  and  combarons  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  and  ancient  town  of  Winchelwa,  to  be 
aaaerabled  at  a  general  Brotherhood  to  be  holden  at  the  town 
and  port  of  Xev  llomncy.  one  of  the  said  Ciuquc  Ports,  upon 
Tuesday  the  stx-aiid-tneniielh  day  of  July  instant,  we,  the 
ma^or,  jurats,  and  comtuuiialty  of  the  ancient  town  of  Rye,  in 
the  county  of  Sussex,  send  greeting:  Know  yv,  that  wc  hiivc 
received  your  letter  of  summons  for  the  said  Brotherhood,  sent 
from  the  mayor  and  jurats  of  the  town  and  [jurt  of  Hastings, 
tad  at  a  conimun  asxeoibly  of  us,  the  aaid  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonidty  i»f  Rye  aforesaid,  the  17lh  day  of  June  laat  past, 
have  elected,  chosen,  constituted,  assigned,  and  appointed  our 
well'bel<>ve<t  W.  B.,  cMiuire,  .Mayor  of  Kyc,  aforesaid;  T.  ii  , 
hoilitl'  elect  to  Circut  Yarmouth  for  the  year  to  come,  A  G. 
otKl  T,  P.,  jurats  aforesaid ;  S.  J.,  comnjon  elerk ;  T.  H.,  cbam> 


IM 
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beriiiii,  and  M.  C,  eonnKmers  uid  freemen  of  the  nid  unra 
Qwnoot  who  haive  each  of  them  tikcn  a  corporal  oatfa  for  the 
maintenance  of  thc^  Charters,  libertifs,  snd  custom!*  of  tLe  uiU 
Ports,  aucieiit  towns,  and  their  members),  to  be  and  appear  for 
us,  and  in  our  name,  place,  and  stead,  at  the  sud  Broltterbuod, 
at  the  8«id  toun  and  port  of  New  Romocj'f  the  day  aforesaid,  at 
the  buur  accustomed,  ua  well  to  hear  (he  relaiioii  of  the  bailttTs 
for  the  Cinijuc  Pi>ns  from  the  town  of  Ureal  Varmoulh  for  the 
yt-iu*  past,  as  also  to  af^e  and  cunseut  to  the  admiltajice  uf  the 
new  bailiffs  for  the  Cinque  Ports  to  the  same  town  of  Great 
Yarmouth,  this  year  uuw  comiii};,  and  uli  things  lai-ideui  to  the 
said  relation  and  oilmittauoe  of  the  said  baili^.  And  we  do  hy 
tlteM  pre*ent»  give  and  ^aiit  unto  Uie  s^d  persons,  and  cTery 
of  them  severalljr  and  jointly,  our  full  and  whole  iiower  and 
nuthority,  for  u«  and  our  suwc-tMuTt,  to  do>  cootteiit,  and  azree 
unto  all  and  et-ery  such  acta,  nrdinancca^  decrees,  and  thuigs 
which,  nt  thv  mid  Bruttierhuoil,  by  the  xutl  mayiira.  jiirut.-t,  and 
commons  of  the  said  Cinque  Ports  and  two  ancient  tow  na,  there 
assembled,  or  the  greatest  part  of  them,  sluU  be  ciutcted,  or- 
dained, cstubliahcd,  and  decreed  for  the  weal  public  of  the 
said  Cinque  Ports,  two  ancient  towns,  and  their  meaibcn. 
And  we  do,  for  us  and  our  successors,  ratifv  and  nllow,  bihI 
hold  tirm  and  Gtnble  all  and  whatsoever  the  &atd  persons,  before 
named,  or  the  greatest  or  most  jMit  of  the  8ai<l  asseuibly  shall, 
nt  or  in  the  said  liruthcrhood,  onlaiQ,  moke,  cuoseol  unto,  or 
establish  as  aforesaid. 

"  In  witness  whereof  our  common  aeal  i»  bereuato  sffixoL 

"  Dated  ill  Rye  aforesaid, 
"  July  2Uth.  IGM." 

This  is  the  form  of  commission  for  the  members  of  the 
Brotherhood. 

Those  i^ho  appear  on  the  port  of  theGuestlingsend  a  similar 
one,  with  this  slight  diU'crcncc  that  they  omit  all  aUusioo  to  the 
ri'latioii  and  adinittauee  of  the  Yirmoulti  boilitfs,  they  not  ap* 
pointiiij:  any  of  the  latter  officcrs- 

Wheu  this  little  parliament  nas  assembled,  each  member 
took  the  proper  place  aitsigncd  to  him,  and  which  (according  to 
Jeake)  nas  in  the  fuUuuiiii;  order:  llitsiiii^,  vMiiduich,  Dover, 
Itomney,  Ilythe,  Kye,  Wincbclsca,  ijeat'ord,  Pcvcnsca,  Ford- 
wicb,  tolkstone,  Feversluim,  Lydd,  and  Tcnlerdeu.  Hav,  had 
(be  mayors  of  thesu  towns  to  march  in  singlc-6le  procession, 
there  would  be  nodifliculty  in  placing  them  agi'ecably  to  this 
pro(rrnnmie,  bni,  recollecliug  that  they  were  to  be  seated  at  a 
tHlilt't  or  round  the  n*um  in  whicii  they  uere  met,  un  either  kida 
of  titc  Speaker,  (he  task  is  not  quite  so  easy.   Nevertheless,  we 
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wEIl  Amnf^  them  fiocordiD^  to  our  views,  and  tcnvc  our  readen 
U)  form  Uieir  ovm  opinion  as  to  ilieii-  corrertncss. 

Jeake  wys,  "if  any  |>orl  bcMitles  Hastings  wen-  Siwukcr,  then 
die  mayor  of  tlus  town  sat  on  hi.i  rij^lit  hiintt,  and  liiu  mayor  of 
SoDdnich  on  liis  left."  In  uauthcr  place  he  tells  iis,  "on  each 
fiide  of  the  Speaker  sit  the  mnyorit  of  the  other  towatt,  theu  the 
bniliSti  of  Yarmouth,  below  ihctn  the  juruls,  the  clerks  in  their 
plam  about  a  tabic,  nn<l  the  freemen  below  tlio  jurats/' 

Judeinc  from  these  [ireliminnricn,  nc  i^hould  place  the  mem- 
ben  ofthis  parlinment  in  the  following  order,  viz.  i 

HASTINGS,  M  SnuitB,  PuMincsr. 

On  bi*  urt. 


Ob  Ills  rlgLU 

SnndwWk 

RooMcy 

Snfatd 

Pwdvfdi 

TtDlanlvn 

Bailiffi  It/  YumutilA. 
UmIIi^ 
DoMr 
Hlllm 

WllKbd<» 

DoTCT 
llilhr 
VfiiKlid^m 

LjiM 

Dorer 
llitlw 
WlnttwlM* 

FolkMom 
L;da 

When  the  persona  rctiinicd  to  serve  in  the  Brotherhood  and 
Gu<?st!inB  were  wt  in  their  places,  the  clerk  of  the  house  read, 
first,  the  Spenker'a  letters  and  the  several  commissions  ;  then 
Uiey  were  called  o%'er  and  answered  to  their  names,  and  if  there 
were  any  dclaulters  of  the  persons  returned,  according  to  the 
different  commiasionB,  they  were  noticed,  in  order  to  be  fined ; 
the  cor|ioratioits,  not  the  individual,  were  fined.  If  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  majority  of  the  Ports  were  prcscnl,  ihcy  pro- 
ceeded to  business;  without  this  majority  they  could  not.  All 
Ibcac  preUtuiuarics  being  orrauged,  the  tirst  thing  wus  to  call 


Minii/r, 
Illllif 

M'iiicb'bM 

J>DveiiSBa 

Folkaloiie 

ttttitifto/  YamuvlA. 

^  tit]  Willi 
Koiii  nej' 
B)» 

JurvU. 
Sinilwitti 
ttomndj 
Ryu 
»M(on1 
Fordwicl) 
I'cnivliiiiu 
Tcntnfiinn 

SnndwUb 

Komney 

Rj* 

Seolonl 

Funlwlcit 

FpTFttbitnt 

Tonlcnlpn 
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the  bailiffs  of  Yarmouth  for  the  iiri-ceding  year,  who,  nppeari 
at  the  bar  uncovered,  nuuJe  a  relation  of  their  prooe«<ling»_,  and, 
upou  their  conduct  heing  approvitl,  rec-eivcd  tbc  thattlu  of  the 
hoiiM  and  were  dismissed ;  nut  if  otherwise  adjudged  by  the 
bouBc,  upon  complaint  and  proof,  they  were  tiDcd.  I^cn  Uic 
builiHs  elect  for  the  year  ensuing  were  called  to  the  bar,  and,  if 
approved  of,  took  their  places  in  the  court.  If  we  rightly  un- 
dcrsland,  these  two  things  were  done  by  the  Brothi?rh(>od  alone, 
that  is,  by  the  rcprcBcntati^ra  of  the  Cinque  Porta  anct  two  an- 
cient towns,  OB  the  members  of  the  head  ports  had  nothiug  to 
do  with  the  bailiffs  of  Yarmouth,  thej-  not  uppoinlittg  any. 
When  these  were  settled,  the  representatives  of  the  Purts 
members  were  admitted,  and  the  Brotherhood  and  Guestling 
proceeded  tu  tniii&act  such  business  as  equally  concemed  ihctn 
both. 

In  ancient  times,  when  the  Ports  were  called  upon  to  fit  _ 
their  navy,  it  was  iieeesBary  for  a  Brotherhood  to  be  hold  for  the 
purpose  of  orraQging  the  number  of  stiips  to  be  found  by  each 
port  (bccuuEc  the  number  demanded  was  not  always  ttie  same, 
nor  was  their  aiec  or  tonnage  always  alike),  and  for  fixing  the 
aumK  to  be  levied  &om  each  port  tuwanU  defraying  tlie  expenses 
of  the  .same.  ^M 

If  any  Unronfflund  himself  agnieved  in  any  way,  as  vsta  ^l)^| 
CRSCwith  those  of  Wiuchelsea  and  Hyc,  ii!  ready  men  tioiie<i,  in  tlie' 
reism  of  Henry  VII!,  who  were  interrupted  in  their  free  buying 
ill  Itlnckwtll  Hall,  in  London,  he  made  complaint  by  j>ctition  to 
the  BroUierhood,  and  this  court  took  care  to  see  that  redress 
vas  obtained. 

It  was  absolutely  ncce;uar>-  that  the  Ports  shotdd  (rcqueoUy 
isBemble  to  consult  on  their  eommon  intere.stn,  to  ice  that  none 
of  their  privih'ges  were  invaded;  for,  should  they  once  allow 
any  infringt^mcnt  of  them,  they  might  all  be  pradually  and  in- 
pcreeplibly  lost,  when  they  would  find  themselves  burdened 
with  the  service  of  their  shipping,  aod  with  no  privileges 
counterbalance  the  weight. 

Anciently  the  representatives  of  the  Ports  and  of  their  mem- 
bers always  sat  together,  constituting  one  court,  callfd  the 
"  Brotherhood."  But,  aftcrwanls,  much  of  the  time  of  the 
court  being  occupied  about  the  bailiffs  of  Yarmoutli,  with  whicb 
the  members  of  the  Ports  had  nothing  to  do,  they  came  to  be 
Mpanilcd,  and  these  latter  only  came  by  invitation ;  hence  they 
were  not  liable  to  fines  for  non-attendance,  as  were  the  rtprr- 
senUliveK  of  the  head  Ports.  The  priuci[MiI  business  was  trniiR- 
actrd  by  thcBriithcrhoixJ,  though  the  Gm:»ilijig  hud  some  little 
sepnrate  authority,  as  \ull  be  hereafter  shown.  ~ 

It  may  be  well  to  observe  here  that  Ute  Brotherhood 
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luro  kinds — general  and  special;  the  former  held  on  a  narti- 
nilar  day  in  the  year ;  ihe  other  nccordin^  to  ihc  necessity  of 
oiling  it. 

By  a  deoree.  mndc  nt  a  general  Brotherhood,  on  the  Tuesday 
nrxt  after  li^stcr,  held  at  Uomncy,  in  the  tenth  year  of 
Henry  Vll,  a.o.  1-lyo,  it  appears  tliey  had  the  power  of  raising 
money  to  defray  the  public  charges,  not  those  coDOecIed  im- 
mediately with'thc  shipping,  I  prcsunie,  but  such  as  were  inci- 
dental to  the  Brotherhood  itself,  as  the  sums  to  he  paid  are  too 
inufniificant  for  the  former  purpose.  The  following  bt  a  copy 
of  lhi«  decree : 


**  Ic  is  ordained,  for  divers  considerations  moving  the  brethren, 
at  tbi«  Brotherhood  assembled,  that  every  mayor  and  hailifT  of 
etcry  town  of  the  Five  Porta,  for  the  time  l>einf»,  pay  at  every 
general  Brotherhood,  yearly  here  to  be  holden,  the  Tue»<!ay 
ncM  otU-r  the  close  of  Easter,  for  him  and  liis  members,  & 
Dertain  6um  of  money  under  nritttn,  for  the  common  relief  and 
till  of  all  the  Ports  and  their  members;  that  in  to  aay  : 


f{«tlnr>  >n<l  >■<■  nMoibcH.      - 
WI>elwlKa        .         .         .         - 
Hyv,  tar  Ua  tnJ  bi*  mcnibirra 
Ramnp;,  fuc  blni  ainl  liUaiembcn 
illUi«      •  .         .         - 

Dowx,  lot  bini  Diid  III!  nioinhnn 
Stadwkb.  (at  hioi  aiKl  bit  mninbrn 


£  t. 

d. 

0  \i 

0    • 

0  10 

p  II 

0    « 

0  18 

1     0 

a 

Toul 


£4     T     0 


If  Kliy  town  failed  in  payin;;  their  respective  amount,  it  vrns 
liable  to  a  fine  of  live  tnarks,  that  is,  of  three  pounds  lix  shil- 
lings and  eightpcncc,  to  be  forfi-itt:<I  for  the  wi-iil  of  till  the 
Five  Ports.  And  to  prevent  all  misundcn* landing,  as  to  the 
■uma  to  be  levied  from  each  member,  as  well  as  from  its  hi-ad 
Port,  the  following  schedule  was  drawn  up: 


Hwtliwi 

pPfmiMB  -  • 

Farm  llif^liaa)     • 

B««lob<ini    - 

WldcbelMtt,  hailiiR  no  Member 

Rye      .        •        »        • 

TMIeiden 

OU  Rn«iMy    • 

Ltdd     .        .        .         ' 

Hylk*,  baring  »o  otroibM 


(.  *(. 

•     B-, 

S    * 

1     ft 

> 

1     0 

1   «. 

a   s 

3     « 

«     »-\ 

1     t>      . 

3    </ 

Cattjf 

tt^Kti 

£  M.     4. 

0  13     ft 

0     0     « 
0  ID     0 

Oil* 

0   e    > 
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Drnvr 

VoVtOmm 

Par4wl(4i  ■ 
S»n-      . 
DmImmI  Walmw 


Brani;!)!  foiwtfd    • 


X   r,   4. 
t    9    % 

0  U     « 


1    a   0 


Totel £4    T    O 

Tbc  sum  levied  from  each  respective  port*  acconling  to  this 
schedule,  was  culled  ft  purse;  and  more  or  (ess  purses  were 
raised  ncctinling  to  cirCumstiinccs,  und  !<oinetimea  only  hnlf  a 

Siirse,  whence  arose  the  proverb  of  cutting  of  purses  at  the 
irothcrhood. 

The  Brotherhood  likewise  rained  money  for  the  rammoti 
defence  of  their  Chnrtcrs  nnd  customs  by  proportion,  thai  is, 
esch  port  and  nicml>cr  paid  according  to  its  mcims,  as  thus: 
where  each  Cinque  Port  and  ancient  town  paid  twenty  shillings, 
Seatbrd  [laid  only  ten  shillings,  and  each  of  the  other  mcmben 
tbirteeo  Blulliui*«  and  fourponcc;  so  that,  according  to  the  sum 
to  be  levied,  Seoford  paJa  only  half,  and  other  members  two 
thinU  a»  much  as  a  head  PorL 

We  trust  sufficient  liaa  now  been  said  to  enable  our  rendcra 
to  understand  the  nature  of  a  Urolhcrbood  and  GucstUng,  and, 
therefore,  henceforth  ire  ahall  ouly  speak  of  ihur  gradual 
desuetude. 

"In  the  fifth  year  of  Henry  the  Etghtb,  a.d.  1613,  the 
Brotherhood  decr*«d,  that  the  yearly  report  of  the  baihffa  sent 
to  Varmouih  miglit  be  dUpentted  wtili.  This  ».*  llic  remark 
of  Lyou  in  his  'History  of  Dover;'  but  I  think  he  must  be 
mistaken,  as  Ji.-akc  f^ives  us,  a^  before  tnaerteil,  the  copy  of 
the  commission,  sent  from  Rye  to  the  Brotherhood,  in  the  year 
16  J3,  in  which  allusion  ia  distinctly  made  to  the  relation  to  be 
received  from  the  bailifTs  sent  to  Yarmouth  the  year  preceding. 
Lyon  certainly  does  not  say  it  waa  dccidixl  the  report  of  the 
iMiUtfs  sltfiuid  be  diapcused  with,  but  mi^ht  be.  If  he  meant 
that  hencoforth  it  was  to  be  optional,  vheiher  it  was  received 
or  not,  then  the  two  accounts  are  reconcilable,  nut  otherwise. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century  great  changet 
took  place  in  the  Cinque  Ports;  the  shipping  was  no  longer 
called  forth,  the  bailiffm  eeased  to  be  »:ut  to  Yiirniouth,  and 
the  Brotherhood  and  Oucstliitg  gave  uii  tbtir  iiniiiiiil  meetings; 
BO  that  we  find,  when  one  was  held  in  the  year  1750,  it  «a» 
after  a  lapse  of  tweDty-four  year»>  and  thcD  no  other  took  place 
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unrit  1771,  at  which  no  bu»incM  worthy  of  noteivo*  transacted. 
Vff.  then  hear  of  no  other  until  the  yciir  13]  1,  when  one  was 
iUinmoRcd,  but  the  members  from  Kve  denied  (according  to 
the  entry  in  their  books)  the  legality  of  the  meeting,  because 
the  speeJicrskip  of  tlic  Ports  hod  not  devolved  ui>ou  Ibem  ia 
their  turn. 

Id  1)412  a  Brotherhood  and  Guc^tting  were  held,  ivhen  Ihc 
oonimission  from  Ityc,  on  their  return,  made  the  follnwin^ 
nport:  "  Amonf;  other  proceeding's,  that  they  have  inspected 
the  Charter,  books,  nritio^,  and  papers;  and  that,  by  eom- 

Srinji  the  same  with  the  former  schedule,  they  find  that  the 
lowing  docuraeota  and  articles  are  the  only  ones  inissinc: 
"The  Cuslornu!  of  the  Ciiitpie  I'orts;  the  tvorj-  seal  of  the 
bailiflf^  of  Yarmouth,  hearing  t!ie  Yarmouth  flap  and  the  Ports 
Bnns,  nrith  this  le^nd :  'Sigillum  Balivoruin  (luiu<|uc  Portuum.' 
The  seal  of  the  hailttf«  of  the  Cinque  Ports." 

At  this  aMCinbty  the  mayor,  jumts,  and  commonalty  of  tbe 
port  of  Hastings  were  fined  fifty  pounds  for  their  conU-mpt  in 
not  making  any  return  of  members  to  the  house,  according  to 
ancient  usage  and  custom. 

Wtnchelsea  woa  Bncd  in  like  manner,  and,  in  cam  of  non- 
paymeut,  process  of  withernam  was  immediately  to  be  i&sued 
against  them. 

In  I  >i2H  the  last  Brotherhood  and  Guestling  Tirtrt  holdeti  at 
Uomney,  when  tbe  men  of  Rye,  who  were  then  struggling  to 
regain  ihcir  lost  privileges,  pnrseuled  the  followiuK  memorial, 
through  the  hands  wf  Messrs,  James  Barrj',  Jolia  Mcryon,  and 
William  Prosscr,  three  freemen  of  the  ton-n  of  Rye: 

"  To  the  mayors,  jurats,  and  freemen  of  the  C'inque  Porta, 
ancient  towns,  and  their  members,  in  Brotherhood  aMcmbled: 

"  The  petition  of  the  underugncd  inhabitants  of  the  ancient 
town  of  Rye, 

"  Shoneth,  that  it  appears  to  them  that  the  Brotherhood  is 
the  parliament  of  the  Ciuque  Ports,  ancient  towns,  and  ihuir 
memlwra,  iu  which  it  bath  been  eutstuniary,  from  time  im- 
ncmurinl,  to  ditieusa  all  matters  appertaining  to  tbe  ancient 
Charters,  hbcrtics,  tad  free  customs  of  the  same,  with  a  view 
to  prrvrnt  all  encroachments  thereon, 

'•'I'hut  this  fact  may  be  more  fully  knomi  by  rcfcrriog  to  tbe 
wonU  of  the  cumminsion  civcn  to  the  Bcveral  delegates,  «p- 
poioted  on  behalf  of  the  said  Cinque  Ports,  ancient  towns,  and 
their  members,  to  attend  the  Brotherhood. 

"That  the  words  of  the  said  commission  arc  as  follows,  viz.: 
'And  we  do,  by  these  presents,  jointly  and  severally,  give  and 
grant  unto  the  said  persons  our  full  and  whole  power  and 
authority,  for  us  and  our  successors,  to  do,  coaseiit,  and  agree 
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untcs  all  and  every  such  acta,  ordinances,  do^rce^,  and  things, 
whtcb.  Di  the  sxid  Brotberiioodt  by  the  aaiJ  mayors,  jurats, 
and  coaunnncTs  uf  the  said  Cinque  Parts  and  aocieiK  towns, 
there  asi^mbled,  or  [lie  greatest  part  nf  tlicm,  shall  be  enacted 
and  ordained,  estnblished  and  decreed  for  the  public  weal  uf 
the  Cinque  Pyrt*,  two  iincicnt  towns,  «iul  thrnr  members.* 
That  the  said  commiiraion  is  fiirther  coiTob(inil«l  by  the  oath, 
takvn  bv  the  tuitd  delegates,  to  the  cHcct,  that  iht-y  will  tniiin- 
tain  tlwir  rights,  confirmed  by  Charter,  ai  well  as  tiieir  liberties 
and  I'rcc  customs. 

'■'ITial  your  petitioners  having  thus  shown  that  the  rcpn^ 
sentfttivc»,  nsxcmblcd  nt  the  Brotherhood,  arc  bound  by  oath 
to  iDointnin  the  ancient  Cliartcrs,  they  proceed  to  call  your 
attention  to  various  clauses  of  the  game. 

"The  first  Chatter  of  t^dward  the  Pint  begiiia  vith  these 
wMrds:  *  Know  ye,  that,  for  tlie  good  and  failhlul  service, 
which  our  b«love*l  and  ^thful  Barons  and  gooA  ttien  of  our 
Cinque  Ports,  to  us  and  to  our  progenitors,  some  time  kinrs 
of  England,  have  dune,  and,  in  lime  to  c»me,  may  do.*  It 
then  goes  on  to  say,  '  We  have  fttiio  granted  to  the  name 
Buronn  and  men,  for  ti«  and  our  heir»;'  and  furilicr,  'Tliat 
all  and  every  of  them  born  within  the  aforesaid  Cinque  Ports,' 
In  the  second  Charter  of  the  same  king  arc  thc«c  remarkable 
words:  'Considerinfr  that  our  ahipping  of  the  Cioqne  Ports, 
not  without  great  coats  and  expenses  can  be  mwntaincd,  lest 
that  Khipjjing  ahould  fail  or  perish  fur  the  future,  we  lure 
granted,  lor  us  and  our  heim,  that  all  they  of  the  CiiKjue 
Ports,  and  others  whuniaocver,  calling  thcmwlvcs  of  their 
liber^,  and  willing  to  ci^oy  the  samr,  Hhall  contribute,  kc' 
The  Charter  of  Edn-ard  the  Fourth  baa  these  words:  'And, 
of  our  more  ulcntifid  grace,  utso  of  our  mere  motion  and  ocr- 
tuin  knowle^l^'c,  wr  have  grtiiiled,  and,  by  these  prcwnla,  do 
grant,  for  us  and  otir  heira.  nn  much  oa  in  us  is,  to  the  same 
Barons  and  goml  men,  of  all  luid  Hingiilnr  the  ports  and  tonns, 
and  of  the  merabrrs  to  the  suid  Cinipie  Ports,  that  they,  their 
heirs  and  successors,  and  whoMM-ver  arc  resident  %vtthLn  the 
Ports  uid  mcrabcrs  afnn-sHid,  or  ivithiii  any  of  them,  contri- 
buting to  the  service  and  shipjiing  aforesaid,  may  be  cpiit  fur 
ever  of  toll,  &c.'  The  la«l  Churtcr,  which  is  that  of  Charles 
the  Second,  contains  the»c  wonla:  'And  that  those  Cinque 
Porta  and  ancient  towns,  by  more  frequent  recourse  and  access 
of  people,  may  be  made  strong  ana  forcible,  for  the  better 
Ml'oty  and  defence  of  the  some  and  the  country  adjaci-nti'  and 
then  ROCS  on  to  confirm  all  the  privileges  enjoyed  by  them 
heretofore.  Your  petitioners  subniit,  that  it  is  cl<?ar,  from  these 
Charters,  that  the  privileges  were  urigiually  granted  (u  all  the 


inhabitanta  ot'  the  several  Cinque  PortSf  ancient  towns,  antl 
ilicir  raembfrs,  who  paid  thcJr  scot  and  bore  their  lot;  but  that 
itiiiflc  jirivik'fcs  have,  of  \atc  years,  been  usiiqfcd  iit  muiiy  of 
(hi-  CiiKiui.-  Ports,  and  imrlimlarly  in  this  ancient  tnwn  of 
Ryo;  aiid  whicti  luurjuitiuii  ibcy  will  bv  ublu  mor«  fully  to 
thaw  bi/  calling  your  attention  to  the  following  facLt.  It 
k|ipetin^  thiit  all  tbe  riglits  nml  privilcjfcs  of  the  Cinque 
I*ocu  were  confirmed  to  them,  so  lately  n«  the  twentieth  of 
Charleft  I  [  in  tbe  year  l<jHO ;  and,  nbuut  the  year  17'H>,  there 
were  in  Rye  upwanU  of  12U  freemen,  as  appears  from  the 
i-orjiorntion  lK>i>k»,  u  strong  proof  that,  even  up  to  that  timc^ 
the  fmnchisrs  were  enjoyed  by  a  preat  majority  of  the  in- 
habiUtnls ;  as  now,  at  tbis  present  day,  when  the  population 
is  rcty  conaidcmbly  increiwd,  there  are  not  more  than  300 
houaftdf  jiayers  of  the  poor's  rates,  llial.  from  about  the  said 
year  X'l'Zi),  a.  gradual  diminution  of  the  number  of  frcciueu  has 
taken  plaec,  until,  instead  of  IJO  or  uj»ward»,  there  are  now 
not  30.  That  your  petitioners  havc,iu  their  uoesession,  a  docu- 
ineiiifbcaringdaleNuvenibcr^'^d,  17  J8,Bi(tneabv  Thomas  Lamb, 
James  I^amb,  X.  C.  Wat*on,  Chisn-ell  SlatU-,  VViUiam  Davis,  iu 
vhicb  document,  among  others,  are  t]ie  following  articles,  viz. : 
•TTiBi  wc,  and  each  of  inf,  will,  lotlio  utmost  of  our  power,  exert 
ourselves  for  the  benefit  of  each  other,  for  the  good  and  ad- 
vantage of  thia  cor|M)ration.'  'That,  previous  to  the  election  of 
each  of  u»,  from  time  to  time,  to  the  office  of  mayor  of  tbis 
coq>oratioD,  all  of  us  shall  be  advised  with  and  consulted^ 
who,  each  of  us,  when  mayor,  shali  nominate  and  call  to  bis 
assistance  aa  jurats;  and  who,  each  of  us,  when  mayor,  shall 
make  hi»  annual  freeman.'  'That  all  of  us  ivill,  to  tlie  uUnOBI 
of  our  [lowtrr,  ojipt)^  the  electing  and  ehooMug  of  any  person, 
MhiiLsocver,  by  vote,  to  be  a  freeman  of  this  corporation, 
uidesH  such  person  or  persons  arc  liked  and  approved  by  all 
of  ua.*  '  That,  since  the  date  of  this  document,  no  freeman  has 
been  elected,  nor  any  admitted,  but  as  eldest  son  of  a  freeoian 
or  by  the  nominal  lun  of  the  mayor.' 

"That,  in  the  second  year  ol  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth, 
the  following  decrees  «»-rc  made,  vi7„:  'That  all  freemen's 
m\  \w  adniincd,  us  of  old  and  ancient  time  bath  been  ac- 
\aMtomed.'  'That  all  men  born  wilbiu  the  towr\  shall  be  made 
free,  paying  therefore  20i.'  'That  no  mayor  nor  jurat  shall 
toske  of  no  freeman  a  freeman,  under  the  sum  of  40i.,  every 
man  paying  for  malting  of  him  so  free.'  'ITiesc  decrees,  u 
your  petitioners  contend,  clearly  define  the  three  diftiinci  elassea 
of  people  ill  the  town,  viz. :  sonit  of  frccincn,  ndmittvd  free 
of  expense;  men  born  in  the  town,  not  M>nw  of  freemen,  on 
paying  20». ;  and,  tasUyi  strangers  or  new  settters  40«. 
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"Now  thcin:  said  decrees  have  Dcver  bceu  rcj>calccl,  us  your 
petitioner*  believe,  coji»eci«ently,  Ihey  conceive  they  must  »till 
DC  in  force,  and  that,  hy  virtue  of  them,  ihcy  arc  untitled  to 
the  enjoyment  of  llic  frnnchisps,  they  being,  some  of  thera 
sons  o^  freemen,  boni  after  their  futbi-rs  wcr-  miide  free  ;  many 
of  them  bom  in  the  town,  and  the  remainder  stroneers. 

'*  Your  pelilioners  are  well  aware  that  some  will  object  to 
them.  llmt  the  Cinque  Forts,  no  lonjier  bcinj;  called  upon  to 
maintain  their  shi|>8,  as  formerly,  the  inhabilauts  have  not  the 
suine  claim  to  the  ancient  privile<;es;  but  to  this  they  take 
leave  to  reply,  thai  tlicy  pay  all  taxes,  whcihcr  government 
or  parochial,  niiich  are  demanded  of  them  ;  and,  moreover, 
tbat,  during  Uie  late  war,  they  actually  had  s  number  of 
ecamen  draughicd  from  ttieir  port  for  Uic  service  of  hia 
Majesty'^*  nnvy  ;  and  niao,  that  all  onnera  of  vessels  were  called 
U[)oii  to  lit  such  vessels  with  guns,  for  tbe  defence  of  the 
coast. 

"  That  many  uito^'cs  ure  mitintuined  from  the  ancient  Chartrfs, 
such  18  the  following:  Non-liability  to  serve  on  Juries  in  (he 
county,  «ad  to  be  drawn  for  the  mdiiia;  choosing  the  mayor 
on  St.  Bartholomeu*'s  Day ;  holding  the  Brotherhood  on  the 
first  Tuesday  af^er  St.  Margiiret's  Day.  Now,  as  the  Charters 
nre  octud  up  to  in  these  matters,  your  petitioners  can  but 
think  they  oiigitt  to  be  fulfilled  to  the  very  letter;  more  iwir- 
ticularly,  as  tlie  [iiin  omitted  (the  enjoyment  of  the  fnuicbise), 
is  of  so  much  more  value  than  all  the  olbcr  particulars  befure- 
mcntioned,  not  only  as  regards  the  petitioners,  but  aho  as 
involving  the  question  of  the  general  principle  of  the  lilwrties 
of  the  people,  in  their  persons  tbiib  injured  and  violated. 

"That  your  pelitioncrs  have  presented  one  petition  to  their 
eraciouii  Sovereign  ;  one  to  the  Ixird  Wanlen  of  the  Cinqtie 
Portu,  and  two  or  three  to  the  honorable  House  of  Commons  ; 
but  all  their  applirations  have  hitherto  been  of  no  avail;  they 
now,  therefore,  Bppl>  for  relief  to  the  members  of  the  Brother- 
hood, that  ancient  court  establi^ihed,  as  they  believe,  for  the 
express  pnr|)o8c  of  watching  over  and  pruterting  the  liberties 
of  the  iteverul  Cinque  Ports,  ancient  towns,  an<l  their  nieiiibcrs, 
and  of  guarding  (hem  against  uU  encroachments. 

^That  your  iietitionem  pray  that  they  mny  be  allowed  to 
search  the  records  in  the  possc^sioi]  of  the  mayor,  juruls,  and 
freemen  of  Romoey,  and  any  other  doeumentx,  belonging  to 
the  several  Cini^uc  Ports,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  evidence 
n-sjiecting  the  ri^ht  of  voting  fur  members  of  psrlioineut  iu  the 
ancient  town  <tf  Ryr. 

"That  the  Brotherhood  will  see  the  propriety  and  arknow- 
Icdge  the  justice  of  your  petitioners'  claim  U>  their  interference 
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19  (ti«  prayer  and  wish  of  the  uiidcrsigned :    And  your  peti- 
lioiicrs  will  tvfr  pray." 

This  memorial  or  petition  was  signed  by  sixty-one  men  of 
Kye,  vrliosc  uamv^  I  shuU  append,  so  tbuC  tliusc  nhu  come 
tfter  may  be  enabled  to  know  uho  were  llic  men  who  fought 
in  these  times  the  battles  of  the  old  town  of  Uyc,  I  sbuU 
place  them  in  alphabetit^al  onlcr,  su  that  there  may  be  no 
invidiouH  distinction  among  them. 


TbiOmM  AmM. 

WillUin  BjiniBlI. 
Pm^ii'k  llarrjF. 
TlKHnu  liMij' 
BitimHUmnu: 
Jmnta  BUckriMa. 
Jnnir*  Itlnke. 
Wiiiinm  IJnan. 
Willum  Hnuthr. 
Jobn  BiufcWL 
Vr  I  Ilium  tints'- 

I  JolKI   BllKuhll. 

Slinn  B.  ChamlKrlnirK'. 
Wllliau.  ClMtbnon. 
Hrnty  CUik.Mit. 
lli'RI)  Clnik,  Jun. 
Labili  Collin. 

M'llllUltl  CiUKkci. 
I'llllRMtllllAblll'l. 

Juhii  I'ltrvkF). 

Witluiin  Dl>v. 
Robf-it  Dimlrl. 
IJomri  KlleiiJra. 
WiUimii  tMOTkJen. 
.OlMfK  Priar. 
SlMiMl  Piirbv. 
John  rniii-i. 
Ilmij  IIniiiJ«n. 
WUIMm  Ho«ci«ooJ. 


rhnrin  llldn. 
Wllliiim  Hullova;. 
John  I  lull U. 
Jainrf  llmimii^i. 
WlUloin  llaUlii. 
JatniM  I  Innvll. 
Nlcbolulfanej. 
tieiify  JaiiHL 
n'minm  Klmjilan. 
Jiiiiir*  ivlii^. 
tlwri™   Ijan>net. 
JautM  Ncwbenf. 
SoiniiAl  PdlUnil. 
Jamca  Ruuell. 

Wjlllam  Sloiw  ilotka. 
U'llllniu  ^bunelt. 
Jnliii  Slinr%vll. 
Th')nni»  Slii-Btcf. 

AleMiHlcf  Sinclair. 
John  Tutu 
Janii'Ti  Ttioiiiiii. 
ThumiK  Tlior|». 
I'lioinu  Veil  Mil. 
John  Wiiiiiill. 
Kit  war  J  U'nlrr*. 
JIiiIhifI  Wtkrrlf<r. 
WillJun  W.-llml^J. 
Jatri'li  ^I'voIcoiiiIhs 
Ot>nl  Wlcfccii*. 

Stfi'lirn  Ua(t>  iralkcr. 


This  memorini  wos  of  no  more  avail  than  the  one  presented 
lo  iJie  lord  warden.  We  doubt  whether  it  was  even  read  at  the 
Brotht'rhoiid ;  at  all  events,  it  wanneillier  ruceivcil  iior  laid  on 
llic  uililr.  for  we  have  tl  in  our  posscftsiion  at  this  moment. 

Anxious  lo  gnin  nil  the  information  we  can  upon  thit  point,  we 
have  sciirclicd  the  records  of  the  town  of  Ityc,  and  there  found 
lite  two  follnuing  entries  : 

"JurmMif,  Jiitif  \iUh,  Ifi28.  At  this  assembly,  the  Rev. 
Geoi^  Augustus  Ivamb,  D,D.,  mayor,  Nathaniel  Procter,  E^q., 
iticbnrd  Wcrdeu  Butler,  Ksq..  jurats,  and  Messrs.  James  Barry 
and  John  Morytin,  freemen,  were  clettcd  lo  nllcnd  the  Brolher- 
huod  and  CJuc'stUng  to  be  holrien  at  N'ew  Romney,  on  July  22d 
nett,  bdug  the  Tuesday  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Mariprvt,  and 
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thefi'  cotnmissionB  were  Aeded  with  the  coTQinon  tetL  The 
lowii-clcrk,  Ibc  chambcrluiu,  anO  the  mayor's  sergeant  were  alw 
ordcired  to  nttend.  Ail  expenses  incurred  at  the  meeting  to  be 
dcfmvcd  bv  the  corporation." 

••  Aswmky,  August  13d,  1828.  'Hie  mayor  reported  that  he 
nnd  the  other  communioacrs  hnd  attended  the  Brotherhood  and 
niie-slling." 

Tliiw  U  nil  that  is  »au\  about  the  business — not  a  vord  re- 
specting any  proceedings  which  took  place  at  the  court  ;  and 
thus  ended  thi»  Brotherhood  and  Guesllitig,  the  last  that  liavc 
been,  nnd  probably  the  last  that  ever  will  be  held;  fur  Ihe  l'.'ir- 
linmentnry  Hefurm  Bill  and  the  Municipal  Corpomtioa  Bill 
have  so  completely  altered  the  previous  constitution  of  the 
Cinque  Porti;  and  ancient  towns,  that  henceforth  tliese  courts 
may  be  considered  as  virtually  defunct. 

Ilarin}^  now  f^ne  through  all  the  Charters,  and  made  our 
humble  observntions  upon  them,  it  may  be  well  to  pause  a  little, 
while  we  make  a  hasty  recapitulation  of  the  changes  which  hnvc 
taken  pluce,  since  the  reij^n  of  [£dwurd  the  Confessor,  a  |H-riod 
of  nearly  eighi  hundred  years ;  up  to  which  time  their  authen- 
ticity cunuot  be  disputed. 

Siindnicb,  the  most  eastern  of  the  Cinque  Porta,  which  in 
ancient  times  possessed  a  good  and  ca[)acioiu  harbour,  now  has 
itfl  eonmicrce  restricted  to  such  only  as  can  ttt  carried  on  by 
i&eana  of  vessels  of  vcir  small  burden. 

Dover  still  ha.4  n  harbour,  but  which  is  incapable  of  idmitlinf; 
any  ship  of  wur ;  and  when  the  south-west  gales  come  on>  iu 
tlio  uiutor  season,  so  great  n  bar  of  bench  is  thrown  up  at  its 
luotitl),  that  then  even  vessels  of  the  smallest  dimensions  ciuioot 
run  in. 

West  Hythe,  the  original  Cinque  Port,  is  now  two  or  three 
miles  inland,  while  its  successor,  the  modern  Hythe,  though 
on  the  eoaat,  has  no  harbour. 

Knmney,  once  the  queen  of  the  Ports,  is  now  upwards  of  a 
mile  froiQ  the  sea,  without  a  aitiglc  creek  oriolei  to  connect  her 
with  it. 

Old  Winchclsca  owes  her  destruction  to  the  influx  of  ibc 
sea;  while  Is'ew  Winchelses  dales  tier  decay  from  the  time 
its  rethix. 

Rye,  in  whose  harbour,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  a  sixty- 
four  giin  ship  could  ride  in  safety,  will  now  iidmit  no  vessel  of  _ 
more  than  two  hundred  tuns  hunti^n. 

Hastings  lies  on  the  maiu,  but  has  no  barbour;  sod  no  veaseP 
vrtr  lies  ashore  on  her  beach,  for  the  niiqioao  uf  delivrring  her 
corgo^  but  roos  Ihe  risk  ofbring  wrcclcedihauld  a  gale  of  wind 
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unliicktlv  come  on  white  she  is  there.  Of  ibis  danger  every 
jvar  givus  muiy  uiihap|>y  proofs. 

Such  i-t  the  present  state  of  the  once  floiimhing  harbours  of 
the  Ciiuiuc  Porli  and  ancient  tovrns ;  and  two  hunUre<l  ytwa 
have  now  elapsed  since  the  Barons  were  l»st  culled  upon  to 
perform  their  service  of  shipping,  and  nearly  the  sume  Ivnjftli 
of  time  since  they  sent  tlieir  baililfa  to  Yoruiouth,  nnil  nince 
llu'ir  fi^hcrnieri  elccrcd  tlu'ir  Wats  to  the  shores  of  Norfolk. 

Since  the  coroiiatioii  of  Ueorj^c  IV,  in  1«21,  the  Barons  have 
DOt  been  permitted  to  enjoy  their  ancient  honours  of  bearing  the 
canopy,  and  sharing  it  amou^  tticui  uikrtrurds. 

The  lord  warden,  in  his  office  of  admiral,  ia  to  all  intents 
and  piirjioscs,  extinct ;  while  in  that  of  guardian  of  the  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  Ports,  he  has  a  perfect  sinecure.  It  is 
Didy  ill  tliut  of  conslublc  of  Duvrr  Citstic  thiit  any  connexion 
exists  betxTten  him  and  them,  and  this  only  in  hia  taking  into  his 
custody  aU  tboiM;  unfortunate  jwrsons  who  tkrc  arrested  for  debt 
within  their  several  Jurisdictions. 

'Hu  old  Court  of  Shcpnay  bus  lon|;  ceased  to  exist ;  the  place 
itwtf  has  sunk  into  decny,  and  its  name  is  no  lnnj;er  to  be 
(bund  in  the  map  of  Kent.  'Ilic  Brotherhood  and  Oucstling 
have  not  for  vcrj'  many  years  exercised  any  beneficial  authority, 
and  its  oamc  will  henceforth,  in  all  probability,  be  only  n  subject 
of  history. 

From  toll  and  laatage,  passaj^,  carriaf^,  rii-age,  and  ponsa^, 
the  BftTons  cannot  now  claim  i-xemption  (with  very  few  trifliiijjc 
exceptions).  In  vain  uuuld  they  now  present  their  billets  to 
the  tax-collectors  of  the  counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  to  claim 
their  five  hundred  pounds  as  heretofore.  On  the  t^ontrary, 
their  tallages  and  their  subsidies,  their  tenths  uud  their  (i(lL-cntb«» 
■nd  all  taxes,  under  whatever  name  they  may  be  demanded, 
ihey  must  pay,  like  all  oilier  common  subjects  of  the  realm. 

They  certainly  stUI  retain  the  power  of  having  n  pillory  ;  be- 
cause, at  the  present  lime,  in  the  north  chancel  (itN  it  is  called) 
of  the  church  of  Rye  lies  one,  which  was  used  durinfr  the  laie 
nar,whvi)Bn  iiibabiinnt  of  this  town  vas  made  tustandiu  it  on 
Ihe  sea  shore,  with  his  face  turned  towards  the  French  coast, 
with  a  view  to  ascertain  whether  ho  could  see  anything  of 
General  l^ilip{Kin,  a  French  prisoner  of  war,  on  his  parole  in 
lhi«  country,  whom  he  wiu  uceuseil  of  liaving assisted  in  mstking 
his  cscsjk: 

The  thewc,  or  itoclcs,  still  stand  in  nppropriotc  propinquity 
to  the  gaol  of  Rrc,  in  which  druokards  may  be  con^ncd  till 
they  are  sober.  But,  as  regards  the  tumbrel  or  cart,  in  which 
the  party  considered  worthy  of  this  punishment  wo*  ploced 
and  carried  about,  while  {leoplc  threw  (hrt  on  him  at  their  plea- 
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8ure>  I  am  fearful  the  privilege  of  having  this  is  lost;  as  is 
also  that  of  the  iron  collar  fastened  to  a  post  in  the  market- 
place, in  which  scolding  women  were  wont  to  be  secured  by  the 
neck  for  an  hour.  Thus  any  Baron  of  Rye*  who  may  be  unfor- 
tunate enough  to  have  a  scold  for  hie  wife,  must  find  some  other 
means  of  stopping  her  tongue. 

However,  to  be  serioua,  the  only  remaining  privileges  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  and  ancient  towns,  arising  out  of  the  Charters, 
are  these  two,  viz.  the  non-Uability  to  serve  on  juries  out  of 
their  own  jurisdictions,  and  to  be  drawn  for  the  militia  of  the 
respective  counties  in  which  they  are  situate. 

The  original  power  and  the  importance,  the  honour  and 
glory  consequent  thereon,  have  passed  away  from  the  Porta  for 
ever.     "  Sic  transit  gloria  mundi." 
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CHAPTER  n. 


IHB  CVflTOUAb  or  RYBf  AND  ITS  UUNtClPAL  OOVERNUBNT. 


Tn  R  preceding  chapter  hns  been  devoted  to  the  considcrjition 
of  the  Cbartcru,  whicli,  having  hccn  gninlcd  to  the  Cinque 
I'oru  and  ancient  towns  in  their  collective  and  corporate  cha- 
rorlcr,  and  not  individually  a»  anc  Chiirtcr  lo  Dover,  a  second  to 
RoRiney.  and  a  third  to  Hje,  it  was  impossible,  in  writing  the 
history  of  any  one  Port,  to  avoid  going  at  great  length  into 
them,  and  ^tcakiDf^  more  or  less  of  other  towns,  besides  the 

SkTticular  one  to  which  the  work  more  immediately  relates, 
lit  though  conBtraincd  to  enter  thus  fully  into  the  contents  of 
all  the  Charters,  we  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
give  on  execiplificatioii  of  them  from  tlic  records  of  the  town  of 
Rye;  and  having  nnw  di!'mi.sH<.-d  them  altogether,  our  history 
will  be  con6ncd  within  its  own  proper  and  legitimate  bouudo. 

The  Ports,  in  iheir  corporate  character,  were  all  equally  bound 
by  the  Charters;  but  each  Fort,  in  its  individual  character,  bod 
the  power  of  fmming  by-hiWK  for  its  owd  internal  government. 
Tbi»  code  of  laws  was  called  the  Customal,  nnd  each  (own  had 
il«  own,  which  was  designated  as  the  custnmal  of  that  ]t»rticulnr 
Port;  but  wc,  having  nothing  to  do  with  ihat  of  any  other 
place,  shall  only  insert  here  the  one  belonging  to  Uy e. 

The  following  was  copied  from  a  manuscript  preserved  in  the 
British  Museum,  written  in  court  hand>  on  very  old  coarse 
(lapcr,  by  Dr.  Meryou,  who  kindly  lent  it  to  me  for  insertion 
here  I 

*'THB  Ct;STOUAI., 

OR 

UBAOBS  DP  TBB  COMMONALTY  OF 

TUB  TOWN  OP  RYE. 

WRITTBN  A-D. 

ises. 

"  These  be  the  usages  of  llic  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Uye, 
used  the  time  of  mind  which  men's  minds  can  not  ihiiik  the 
contrary.  Written  in  a.d.  1568,  being  the  ninth  year  of  the 
rdgn  of  Queen  Elizabeth. 
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"  1st.   Ch4>oniig  of  Mai/or;  v-'htii  and  tchere  to  bf  choten. 

"That  evcfy  year,  the  Sunday  next  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Bar- 
tholuDicu  ihc  AiMifttIt:,  uU  the  mcu  of  llie  commonalty  of  the 
town  shall  aasemble  at  a  croas  heJng  within  the  chiircliyarJ  of 
the  parish  church  of  tbc  same  Kyt,  und  there  the  whole  com- 
mons shsll  choose  them  a  mayor. 

"  2d.  If  the  nctt  Maifor  be  hoI  pr^tent,  ihe  old  shall  eonilnue  til/ 

he  be 

'*  And  if  the  said  mayor  wliich  is  elected  and  chosen  be  not 
present  to  receive  his  chai'gc,  the  mayor  which  was  before  »linll 
not  be  di^char^-d  from  the  occiiuying  of  the  said  office,  until 
the  time  tbc  mayor,  irhich  is  cnoscn,  be  charged  by  his  pre- 
decessor. 

"  3d.  [f  the  Mayor  ref'iue. 

"  And  If  the  new  mayor,  w  chosen  and  elected,  will  not  lalte 
tbc  charge,  but  refuse  it,  all  the  whole  commons  to^>th«r  shall 
go  beat  down  bia  chief  tenement :  but  if  the  new  loayor  which 
is  then  chosen  be  pi«8ent  and  will  accept  his  charge,  he  shall 
be  swum  in  the  form  following : 

"  4th-  7%e  oalh  of  the  Mayor. 

' "  I,  A.  B.,  ahall  faith  bear  unto  our  sovereign  lord  the  kuig 
of  England,  and  to  thr  commonalty  of  tbia  town  of  Rye,  and  the 
frunchiscH  and  uaagi-a  of  the  same  town  hghleouslv  shall  main- 
tain, the  common  profit  of  the  same  here  and  nfrhleously,  as 
Mvll  to  the  poor  as  to  the  rich,  shall  do  and  minister  to  my 
power.     So  help  me  God  ! 

*'  5th.  Election  of  Mayor,  if  the  other  die  before  the  tnd  of  the 
year ;  and  the  election  of  Jurats. 

"  And  if  the  mayor  die  before  the  day  come  of  election,  the 
jurntit  slinll  do  their  cuminon  bell  to  he  rung,  whalaorver  time 
of  (he  year  it  be,  to  assemble  their  commons,  for  the  election  of 
another  mayor ;  which,  then  elect,  shall  occupy  tbc  otlicc  iinti, 
the  next  day  of  election.  Also  Ibc  aaid  miiyor,  the  day  of  ble 
election,  shall  choose  twelve  jurats  of  the  prudent*  of  all  the 
commonalty,  which  shall  swear  unto  tbc  king  all  such  oath 
as  the  mayor  has  sworn.  And  if  there  be  any  which  should 
be  sworn  nt  the  calling  of  the  mayor,  and  rcfuae  so  lo  do, 
he  shall  incur  and  fiill  into  the  |>aiQ  above  rehearsed  of  the 
mayoralty. 

*'Glh.   ICtritiun  of  the  Cotamon  Ctrrk,  mul  his  oath. 
"  Aiso«  the  said  day  and  jdauc  nforesaitl,  the  mayor  and  jural* 
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rorthwith,  vith  the  ass«nt  of  tbe  said  commoos,  fthall  choofle 
theni  a  common  cUrk,  wlilcli  itlmll  sw«iir  in  tlicKc  wiinl.t; 

"  1  ahall  faith  bear  unto  the  mayor  atid  jurats  and  the  coni- 
nuinnUyoftlii-s  town  of  Ityt,  atiit  truly  their  secret  counecl  shall 
keep,  to  my  power.     So  bcl[>  mc  God! 

"  7th.   Ejection  of  Sergeant,  aud  hU  oath. 

"  Also,  the  said  day  and  nUce  afore«ai«I,  the  mayor  nhnll 
cboosc  liim  u  scrgcaut,  which  ahoU  make  his  oath  in  tbcae 
words : 

"  I  shall  faith  and  truth  bt'ar  unto  the  mayor  and  coin- 
tnnnalty  of  this  town  of  Rye  ;  true  arreats  I  shall  do ;  mid  truly 
fltl  other  executions  <Io,  ns  it  njtpertRinetli  nftcr  the  usage  and 
nutoms  used  vrithin  th«  said  town  and  franchises  in  times 
ptst. 

"  8th.  The  Kiiifi  Bailiff,  and  his  oath. 

**Aa  touching  the  kitig-'s  UailifT,  it  is  in  his  nill  to  remove 
him  at  his  pleasure;  and  in  esse  the  bailitVdip,  or  else  the  king 
will  rcmoTc  him  from  bis  office  and  make  another,  then  shall 
the  king  make  a  comniisaion  with  a  letter  of  attenditnce,  directed 
UDto  tlic  innvor  nnd  jurats,  under  (lie  kcoI  of  his  Court  of  Chan- 
eery,  which  baihfl'Khiill  »how  his  ouminission  and  letter  uf  nt- 
teodance  uuto  tin-  mayor  and  jvu-ata  in  hundred  place,  and  there 
Ills  comniisaiou  shall  he  read;  and  the  mayor  »huU  take  him  his 
oath  under  these  words  i 

"  By  the  allcgiaiicc  that  I  owe  «nto  our  soverci^jn  lord  the 
king,  I  aliall  do  due  execution  and  righteousness,  without  bU:- 
inment  of  this  town  uf  Hyc  and  rranL-hises.  Also  the  usages 
customs  here  to  this  same  town  of  Kve  used.  So  helit  me 
GodI  ■  ^ 
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"  9th,  EieclioH  of  the  Hailift  Sergeant,  and  his  oath. 

"  And  then  the  said  bailiff  shall  elect  him  a  Hcr|*eant,  for  the 
which  be  shall  answer;  which  said  sergeant  shall  make  his  oath 
unto  the  mayor  and  jurats  in  the  form  as  here  followeth  : 

"  I  shall  be  good  and  true  unto  our  Movereign  lord  the  king, 
and  to  hia  Iicirs,  kineo  of  England,  and  to  this  town  of  Kye, 
and  to  the  eommoDalty  of  the  same.  All  arrcata  I  shall  truly 
enter  with  the  common  clerk ;  and  all  other  things  within  this 
rrancbtae,  belonging  to  the  oHioe  of  biuHlf  of  this  aaid  town  of 
Ityc,  J  shall  truly  execute  without  any  blemiahmcnt  of  the 
fraochise,  to  my  power.     So  help  me  God  ! 

"  Kith.  Df'litaring  thf- rw/fUHd  teigeatil  not  rwara. 
**  And  if  any  man  bear  Che  rod,  as  sergeant,  and  hath  made 
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no  tiuch  oath, he  shall  he  taken  brtlic  comnionB  fnr  no  sergcanti 
until  ho  has  taken  hiH  o«th  in  manner  uforvuiid. 

**  11th.  CoUector  of  the  King's  petlif  cuttomt. 

"  And  the  hailiff  »nd  hU  servant  shiill  take  the  tcinf^*s  petty 
customs  within  the  said  realm  und  frauchisu,  as  it  further  ap- 
pcaretb  bj  the  cudtoiaal. 

**  I2th.  Of  the  Ccrotter,  and  his  qfflce,  M 

"  And  in  vase  that  anj  men  be  found  dead  irithlii  the  francbuef 
bv  adventure,  or  be  any  bodies  dead  in  land  or  water,  the  mayor 
shall  have  ihe  Bight  uf  the  body,  as  coroner,  and  the  mayor,  by 
his  set^ant,  Miall  do  the  countty  to  come  before  hini  in  hu 
frauchiBcs,  of  the  wbicb  country  be  shall  tukc  au  inqueat,  and  if 
any  man  be  indicted  by  the  eamc  inquest  of  the  death  of 
the  l>wly,  which  is  present,  tlie  mnyor  shall  ntutcb  the  ijeraon 
indiotecf,  if  he  may  he  found  within  the  franchise,  and  if  he  be 
fotiiul,  lie  xhidl  rcritinin  in  the  in»vor*)i  wnnl  mid  k<-i-[)ing  within 
the  franchise ;  hut  as  soon  as  he  is  indicted,  if,  af^er  hin  impri- 
aunmcut,  he  may  Hiid  Kul&cient  mainprise  to  appear  untu  the 
law,  the  mayor  shall  deliver  him  unto  the  mainprise,  until  the 
next  hundred  which  shall  be  ordained  before  the  said  mayor. 
At  the  said  hundred,  he  that  is  so  indicted  ahnll  come  and  stand 
before  the  court  in  the  manner  of  a  felon,  and  proclamation  shall 
be  made  by  the  commons'  clerk,  ul  the  eummuiiduicui.  uf  the 
mayor,  that  if  there  be  any  that  will  come  to  pursue,  in  due 
form  of  the  law,  against  him  chat  so  is  indieted  of  ihe  felony 
abovesatd,  let  him  come  in  form  of  lavr,  and  he  »hall  be  heard ; 
and  then  let  him  that  is  eo  indicted  of  the  felony  abovesaid  be 
returned  In  like  case,  as  he  waa  before,  unto  the  lime,  that  his 
proclaiuatioubc  in  Mich  form  mad^  to  iho  hundred  at'tvr;  and  if 
there  come  no  man  in  th(>  third  hundred  lu  [luniue,  he  that  is 
indicted  shall  then  be  delivered  and  clear  quite  (rom  the  said 
indictment. 

*'  lllth.  Appeal  of  Uj't  and  mtmherij  and  pain  of  appellatioa. 

*'  And  it  is  (o  be  understood  that  no  hundred  fthall  be  holden 
after  another  Icaa  than  fifteen  daya  asunder.  And  if  any  man 
come  to  pursue  against  him  that  is  indicted  by  appeal,  he  that  is 
indicted  shall  he  armigncd  of  the  same  felony ;  and  if  be  forsake 
the  felony,  be  shall  be  chnrp^  by  the  mayor  unto  his  acquittal, 
having,  under  the  form  ensuing,  that  is  to  say,  that  he  choose, 
at  his  own  jeojiardy,  thirly-six  men,  the  king''*  true  hejr*'  people, 
of  good  fiiinc,  which  shall  be  ready  at  the  next  huudnd  (hat 
unto  I  hem  shall  beasRi|;ned  ;  which  thirty-aiK  men  shall  put  the 
appeal  into  the  mayor's  hauds^  and  tbt:  common  clerk  shall  read 
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the  names  of  the  thirty-Bix  men,  and  aball  make  evcrjr  man  to 
answer  hy  his  proper  name,  and  if  any  of  the  thirty-six  men  be 
in  drfuiilt,  or  be  present,  and  will  not  uiiswcr,  he  that  is  nppi^lrd 
of  that  fvtony  sball  be  adjudged  unto  death.  And  in  oam-  that 
ev«;ry  niaii  of  the  thirty-six,  us  they  bi;  named  and  called,  answer 
uDto  iheir  names,  it  is  used  and  aeciiRlnmed  that,  by  ihc  kinf>'s 
grace,  by  tlic  mayor  there  shall  be  left  twelve  men  of  the  thirty- 
aix.and  of  the  j^raceofthe  mayor  and  jurats  other  twelve,  wliich 
ihf.  mayor  fihnll  choose  of  all  those  thirty-six,  tn'clvc,  which  they 
will,  that  hIiiiII  swear  with  him  that  ih  appealed  llini  he  is  not 
guilty  of  (hv  felony  which  is  to  him  imposed.  And  he  that  is 
appealed  nhall  first  swear  upon  the  book  that  he  is  not  Kiiilly, 
•a  God  be  his  help,  and  he  to  kisa  the  book;  imd  aftenvard 
muBt  be  called  the  twelve  men  which  be  chosen  to  swear  with 
him.  And  they,  aa  they  be  called  by  their  names,  shall  swear, 
that  is  to  say,  every  man  jcenerally  by  himself,  that  the  uuih 
that  he  that  i«  appealed  hath  made  is  true  and  ^od ;  that  he  is 

fuilly  of  nothinj;  that  is  a^inat  him  imposed,  as  God  shall 
clp  thetn,  and  every  man  to  kiss  the  book  ;  and  if  they  du  so, 
he  that  is  appealed  shnll  be  miit.  And  if  any  of  them  with- 
draw liim  from  the  Iwok,  be  that  is  apjiealcd  shall  be  put  to 
death ;  and  in  eii««  he  lie  quit  by  the  qurai,  then  he  diat  wiui 
thi>  appellant  ought  to  be  attached,  and  all  his  goods  unto  the 
town.  And  he  must  he  handed  upon  the  Hutt  Ness,  on  the 
esAtaidc  of  tlic  ton-n,  behind  the  salt  water  of  the  said  towa, 

"  14th.  ExteutioN  of  felony. 

"  And  vhcn  he  that  is  appealed  is  adiudged  to  death,  imme- 
diotcly  aher  jud^nent  gi%'en  be  shall  be  committed  unto  the 
bsililf,  or  to  liis  deputy,  to  do  execution,  and  he  shall  do  him  to 
be  hanircd  in  the  jilace  aforesaid,  or  other  place,  where  it  shall 
he  appointed  by  the  mayor  and  hiti  brethren,  within  the 
(raoehiae. 

"  l5th.  Trial  of  pleas  of  the  Croum  within  the  franchiic. 

"  All  manner  of  pleas  of  the  crown,  life,  and  member  ought 
to  be  delennined  within  the  said  fnmehisc,  before  the  mayor  and 
juratK,  cvcnf  plea  alter  its  nature ;  re»cr\ed  (he  appeals  of  biyh 
trcasoti  against  the  king's  person  and  realm ;  fur^'iug  of  false 
moDcy  in  tlie  Liujif's  coin ;  forjfing  the  kin(i;'s  seal,  which  appcr- 
laineth  to  the  court  of  Shepuay  ;  and  all  manner  of  stieh  pleas 
of  the  crown,  life,  and  member  ought  to  be  holdeo  in  the 
tnarket  and  pleyn  hundrctl  within  the  said  town. 

"  16th.  Appeal  cf  life  and  membtrt  and  acquittal  thereof. 
"*  And  when   any  man   appealetb  another  in  plea  of  life  or 
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tiii-ti]tM.'r,  the  muTor  ought  to  attach  the  budy  of  tli«  dcfendacl, 
mill  must  hnve  iitedgeg  of  the  appellant,  to  show  hLi  Raid  np- 
peaU,  and  If  «o  be  that  the  appeal  be  such  thut  thereupon  lietli 
Insirtf;  of  hfe,  then  the  mayor  oii^ht  to  nuach  and  Reipipstpr  nil 
the  movable  goods  of  him  that  i»  appealed,  by  the  oversight  of 
Uic  mayor  or  of  auy  of  the  said  jurats.  .>Vud  the  mayor  may  not 
alien  the  gooda;  but  if  so  be  that  he  b«  convict,  then  all  hia 
KModa  be  forft-iled  unto  the  town ;  and  all  his  houses,  rcni»,  and 
poflscsaioiis,  being  nithin  the  franchise,  shall  be  in  the  maj-or's 
iiuitils  by  oiiL-  whole  yeiir  and  u  day,  and  then  to  return  to  the 
h<-ir  of  him  (hat  ts  appt^alinl ;  and  if  there  be  uo  heir,  then  to  the 
tenant  uf  the  lord  of  the  fee. 

"  And  when  the  appellant  and  he  that  is  appealed  be  come 
before  the  mayor  njid  jurats,  iu  the  aforesaid  plaee,  the  mayor's 
aerfiiennt  shall  stand,  holding  of  him  that  is  ap|icalcd,  and  what 
time  he  must  anEwcr  he  must  be  loose.  And  then  tlit!  mayor 
niuRt  rehearjie  unto  the  men  that  there  shall  l>e  present  the 
cause  of  biH  attachment;  and  then  the  aiipilUiit  .thnll  apjieal 
him  that  he  hath  appealed,  aa  he  may  ;  ana  the  appellant  in  no- 
wise may  be  absent,  albeit  he  should  dcc-tnn;  nothing  agairixt 
liim  that  is  appealnl.  And  if  so  be  that  he  that  is  8p|>ealed 
gainaaith  (he  appeal  unto  him  declared,  and  shouYth  that  in 
tiuwise  he  is  culpable  of  that  which  the  appellant  hath  pnt  on 
him,  and  shall  aripiit  him  after  the  manner  of  the  liberty,  then 
it  shall  be  adjudged  him  that  he,  at  a  certain  day,  which  unlo 
hin\  shall  be  assigned,  shall  have  thirty-fiix  men,  as  it  is  afore- 
said, and  his  day  and  oath  to  be  osMgiicd  him  that  ia  appenled. 
And  if  he  is  of  a  foreign  country,  and  if  he  be  a  stranger,  ought 
no  mat)  to  be  refuHvd  unto  his  acquittal  (n'hethu-  be  be  neigh- 
bour or  stranger)  so  he  l>c  known  good  and  true. 

*'  1 7th.  Appeal  vj  theft  and  ^oodt  im  /taud. 

"  And  if,  in  an  appeal  of  tltef^  or  robbery,  any  man  he  found 
ha^Hng  the  said  thctl  or  robbery  in  bia  possession  and  »eizure, 
he  must  lind  his  warrantor,  who  unto  him  it  took,  at  a  certain 
day,  nnto  him  ouigiicd;  at  tlic  which  day,  if  he  have  not  hia 
warrantors,  he  may  not  acquit  himself.  And  if  any  man  come 
that  avDweth  the  thing  to  be  his  own,  or  else  sayetl)  tliat  he 
has  taken  them,  the  first  man,  which  was  appeiueil,  ia  quit ; 
and  the  second  in  the  stead  of  the  firat,  as  it  is  in  ibc  common 
law,  and  in  likewise  in  every  cast,  where  any  man  railed  his 
wattmnta,  he  is  found  eased  of  the  siud  theft,  and  if  be  iihowetb 
tlie  said  thing  to  Iw  his  own,  by  such  a  Rpnce  of  time,  as  liia 
own  true  ehiitlels,  and  if  he  is  not  culpable  uf  thnt  Mhieh  ia 
put  upon  him;  .ind  if  he  may  so  acquit  himself  by  thirty-six 
men,  da  aforcsuid,  he  savetb  himself  and  his  chattels. 
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"ISlh.   Of  taking  lanctuar^. 

"And,  nhen  any  man  takcth  the  di^rec  of  the  holy  church, 
the  iiiaytir  (a*  raronrr)  shall  go  unto  him  to  inquire  Ihe  cause 
why  he  niniicth  to  holy  church;  and,  if  he  n'ill  ockiiow- 
ledgr  h»  frlnny,  let  it  be  recorded*  and  immediately  he  luacth 
*U  his  goods  and  chattels  as  forfeited,  of  the  which  Ihe  mayor 
dull  nn&ivcr  unio  the  town;  audj  if  he  will,  he  may  remain 
in  \hv  church  and  churchyard  hy  the  space  of  forty  days,  and, 
at  the  citil  of  forty  days,  he  shall  funuikc  the  laud.  Aud  he, 
ttiup  upon  the  churchyard-stile,  before  the  mayor,  shall  his 
rii  sell'  ehooac  hift  purl  of  pussugc,  and,  iu  cave  hv  will  make 
his  nbjumtion  within  forty  days,  he  slmll  be  accepted,  and, 
anon,  th<r  »bjunilioii  done,  lie  nhall  take  cro*»;  and  the  mayor 
vhtdl  do  to  he  proclaimed,  in  the  king's  name,  that  no  man, 
upon  Ihv  pain  of  life  and  mcTnlnT,  sbnll  do  him  hium  or 
molestation,  all  Uie  ntiile  he  kccpcth  the  king's  highway 
towards  the  port  that  he  hath  chosen  for  his  passage. 

"  19th.  Ofailtiiig  a  purse. 

"  And,  when  noy  n  found  cutting  n  purse,  or  of  ttdting  and 
incking  iiilver  or  other  money  out  of  any  purse  in  the  market- 
place, or  nny  other  place,  ai  the  suit  of  the  njipelliinl,  it  ia 
accustomed  that  the  said  cut-purse  or  pick-purse  shall  have 
one  of  his  ears  cut  ofl'irom  his  bead  ;  and  then  he  shall  be  led 
unto  the  town's  end,  and  there  to  swear  and  to  abjure  never 
to  come  within  the  town  again  upon  the  pain  of  loung  his 
other  ear,  and  to  abjure  the  town  uiion  pain  of  losing  his  life; 
and  if  he  be  found  tlie  third  time,  whether  he  were  before 
marked,  within  the  town  or  without,  he  Hbull  suffer  judgment. 

"20lh.  Ofsutpidonofjiloay. 

"And,  in  case  that  any  theft  or  harm  is  done  within  the 
town  or  [lort,  or  else  without,  iia  well  by  Hca  aa  by  land,  and 
any  man  be  susi>efrtcd  thereof,  or,  when  any  man,  coming 
within  the  town,  bearing  evil  name  and  liinic  in  the  foreign, 
the  mayor  is  accustomed  to  attach  such  person  or  persons  and 
put  them  in  some  keeping;  *a  he  that  ib  attached,  if  no  man 
[mnue  him,  is  wont  to  remain  in  prisou  after  his  evil  lunic; 
and,  afterwards,  to  be  delivered  upon  pledge  of  his  good  and 
true  abtariag.  Then  to  abjiue  the  town,  unto  the  time  he 
hath,  Stc. 

"21rt.  Attathmcni  of  a  jtloit  foreigner. 

«  //em.  It  ia  to  wil  that  where  any  man,  whether  he  be 
fireman  or  stranger,  for  any  felony  or  trespass  done  in  ihe 
foreign,  comctb  into  this  town  of  Itye  for  his  refuge  aud  safe- 
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^Fird,  he  ought  not  to  l>e  ntt»c)ircl  witliout  euit,  bo  that  tie 
wl[  and  tnil^  euidc  himself  within  (he  mud  fmnchUcs,  ^tlmut 
il  be  that  the  Lord  Warden  should  rommand  to  attach  him 
(assigniDc  ccrtaia  cause).  And  if  he  mar  liiid  any  ph-dgrs 
that  will  be  sureties  to  hare  his  body  within  the  Raid  librrty 
whensoever  lie  shall  be  required,  if  any  man  will  eur  agiiinst 
him  there,  that  then  he  be  delivered  unto  them  out  of  prison. 

"22d.  Ofafeionjed. 

*'  Item.  When  any  man  of  the  SAid  franchise,  or  fitran^er, 
hath  donc)  within  the  said  traocbUc,  any  felony,  and  irom  the 
sflid  franchise  is  run  away,  the  mayor  may  send  for  him  in 
whatsoever  lonlshij),  franchise,  or  liberty  he  be  at,  within  the 
realm  of  Eii;;laii(l  [re«.-rv'in{;  the  liberty  of  holy  ohiirch  u  liich 
is  eanctuar^'),  and  to  him  he  almll  be  dclivc^(^d,  according  to 
the  uKa^K  of  the  said  town,  u  of  oUlcn  time  constituted, 
■lid  as  unto  this  lime  used. 

*'2M.  Attachmetit  of  btoMhhtd. 

"  Item.  The  mayor,  or  any  of  the  jurats,  of  the  town  of 
Hyc,  may  attach  any  mnn,  without  suit  of  the  [Mvrty,  where 
he  shall  see  tliat  he  draweth  blooti  of  auy  niau  violently,  and 
put  him  in  surety  for  the  keeping  of  the  kin^s  peace.  And 
if  any  of  the  sain  jurats,  in  the  niayur'a  absence,  attach  any 
man  for  cftttsion  of  blood,  and  he  maketh  any  resistance  against 
the  said  jurat,  then  tlic  mayor  shall  distrain  bim  that  so  maketh 
resistance,  if  he  be  so  required  on  the  king's  bcball',  and  put 
bim  to  good  fine. 

"2'lth.  Of  breaking  I  he  pf ace  and  striking  ike  Mayor. 

*'  item.  If  any  man  set  any  band  or  veapon  with  violence 

upon  the  mayor,  or  saith   him  evil  in  the  oourl  or  out  of  the 

>  court,  or    eUe   maketh    resistance   a^intt    him,   let  him  be 

I  unuieiliatcly   taken     and    gricvoualy    punished   by    hia    bixly; 

and,  by  the  juratn  of  the  sold  town,  lie  bhall  be  taken  to 

make   tine   unto  the   town   because    of    the  oSenre,  and   to 

make  6nc  unto  the  mayor  because  of  bis  trespass  \  and  if  the 

1  mayor  be  stricken  by  liand,  or  by  weapon,  be  that  scrikcth 

[iiiai  shall  lose  thai  hand  that  he  sirikcth  with,  if  the  mayor 

will. 

"26th.  Oflrutmen'igootltafizeJ. 

"  Item.  It  U  to  wit  that,  albeit  the  goods  of  a  true  man  be 
seized  omonnt  the  goods  of  a  feloot  as  it  may  fortune  such 
goods  were  lent  unto  him ;  if  the  true  man  can  prove  the  goods 
to  be  his  owu,  and  the  fcloo  do  doi  say  the  contrary,  the  said 


coods  ouf^ht  to  be  restored  to  bim  that  so  doth  challeDge  them ; 
ior  a  thief  catinut  forfeit  other  men's  goods. 

"  26lh.   Challenge  of  goods  A_y  thefrlon. 

"  And,  if  the  ftlon  do  allow  the  goods  in  he  his  own,  and  will 
appeal  IiJin  of  ftilony,  then  he  lowtli  the  goods;  and  where  he 
that  \h  np[ii-ii1i-(I  by  (he  ai>{>cllant'!f  Hiiit  'is  a^udgrd  to  death, 
the  appellant  shall  have  the  gootb  which  he  challenged  ia  his 
appeal)  uf  the  nliich,  be  that  wae  appealed  of,  was  acized. 

"27th.  Astize,  wright,and  mcature. 
**  ftcnt.  The  miij-or  and  hU  hrelhrcn  the  jurats  have  all 
manner  of  aaatzes  of  bread ,  of  ale,  and  of  weights  and  measure*, 
and  other  advantages,  in  itncienl  lime  ()b9e^^'ed,  after  the  kiog'a 
Btundord  and  statute,  and  to  mark  all  measures  with  an  iron, 
and  to  put  in  tncrcr  iilt  ihem  w  lu>  iire  tranxgresson  and  hreakera 
of  the  UKsizc,  and  to  tax  the  naid  amcrecmcnt. 

"28th.  Kleetion  of  a  frtemau,  and  fns  oath. 

"  Ilan.  The  mnyor  and  jurats  may  make  of  no  freeman  ■ 
freeman  in  thi.t  niniiner,  that  is  to  suy,  where  any  stranger 
Cometh  unto  the  town  and  inhabitcth,  and  there  dwells  by  a 
whole  year  and  a  day,  and  ocenpieth  »omc  honest  eraft,  and  ia 
of  goml  guiding  and  conversation,  and  dcsirutb  llie  franchise, 
he  shall  come  before  the  mayor  and  jnraUi,  in  the  playne  common 
court,  prayinic  to  have  the  franchise;  upon  the  which,  his 
petition,  it  shall  be  awarded  what  he  shall  pay  to  the  com- 
monalty for  the  said  franchise ;  having  which  award,  he  shall 
be  entered  in  (be  common  book  and  his  name.  Also  he 
ahall  make  his  oath  under  these  words: 

"  I  (A.  B.)  shall  fnilh  and  truth  bear  unto  our  sovereign 
lord  the  king  of  England,  and  to  his  heirs  kings  of  England, 
and  to  the  mayor,  uud  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  the  town 
of  Rye  from  henceforth;  and  the  stale, and  ihe  franchises,  and 
liberty  of  the  same  town  shall  help,  keep,  and  maiacuin  to  the 
beat  of  my  power.  And  I  shall  not  in  no  wise  be  knowing 
or  consenting  lo  break  them  uor  hurt  thcra.  And  my  scot  ana 
lot  of  my  goods  and  chattels,  unto  the  aforesaid  commonalty, 
I  shall  wcfl  and  truly  pay,  and  content  when  I  shall  be  scotted 
and  lolled;  so  God'mehelp  I  And  then  iucoiitineiitly  kiss 
the  mayor,  and  so  he  ahall  be  accepted  a  freeman  into  the 
franchises;  and  he  shall  pay  nnlo  the  mayor's  flcrgeant  two 
shilltiigs,  and  to  the  common  clerk,  for  the  entry,  two  pence. 

"29lb.  Of  tttkifg  rrcognizattce, 
"  Item.  The  mayor  and  jurats  miiy  have  before  them  recog- 
□IzaQce  in  this  manner:  that,  when  anv  man  and  his  wife  lialb 
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may  Lands,  teoements,  rents,  or  eervioe  witliin  th«  franchises, 
snd  will  the  said  lands  others  f^vt,  or  ull  to  any  person,  of 
ihc  wljicK  thtf-  aaid  wife,  by  way  of  inherilance  or  purchase,  or 
by  any  other  way  was  seized  of,  or  by  revei^ion  of  any  prnson 
■Mihich  should  unto  Iier  appertain,  thr  said  wife  "Imll  ctime 
before  the  mayor  and  jurats,  and  ^tie  shall  be  rxamincd  before 
them,  in  the  absence  of  her  Baron,  whether  it  be  hrr  frr«  will 
to  g'ive  the  &aid  lands  or  not,  and  nbeiher  abe  be  forced  by 
her  Baron  so  to  do.  Then  the  deed  which  ts  made  of  the 
gift  of  the  lands  »ba]t  be  rend  unto  ber,  and  it  shall  be  nbVtd 
of  ber  whether  it  be  her  wish  that  the  deed  shall  be  si-nk-d  viith 
the  eoninion  town  sesU  as  in  her  name,  in  the  naoic  of  a  6ne 
reared;  and,  if  she  jranL  unto  it,  thea  the  rfcoj;nizancc  shall 
be  articled  in  the  eommoti  book  aa  it  appcrtainelh,  and  alfto, 
thia  recofinizance  made,  the  said  woman  nor  her  heir  shall  not 
make,  in  the  tiaid  land*,  (enenienis,  rents, or  other  tlie  premises, 
any  chum;  but  they  thereof  utterly  fur  ever  sliall  be  e\cliidctl; 
anil  thia  manner  of  recognieance  «u|>ht  to  be  taken  before  tlie 
niiiyor  and  certain  of  the  junis  in  the  playne  court,  the  uomao 
being  in  good  health.  And,  if  the  woman  be  siek,  aged,  or 
ao  feeble  that  she  may  not  eotne  to  the  court,  and  tthc  wil] 
make  like  reeogniKaiice,  then  she  shall  send  for  the  mayor 
and  certain  of  the  junils  to  come  unto  her  iii  the  manner 
aforesaid,  and,  if  she  consent,  the  rrcognizance  shall  be  firm 
and  stable  for  ever. 

^*30th.  liicognizaiia  bif  afemmt  covert. 

'*  ticm.  If  any  man's  wife  toake  a  recopniicaooe  under  thia 
condition  :  that  she  ond  her  Baron  shall  be  rcfeoffcd  jointly 
to  them  and  (heir  heirs,  or  else  to  them  and  to  their  hcu^ 
between  them  lawfully  bej^ottcn,  or  in  any  other  manner,  the 
mayor  and  jurats  must  record  the  said  condition  ;  eo  ihut,  if  it 
were  so  that  thr  feolTee  liy  his  will  could  not  Jo,  according  to 
the  condition  expressed  before  the  said  mayor  and  jurats,  (he  utid 
mayor  and  jurats  shall  not  suffer  him  to  do  the  contrary',  but 
only  according  to  the  condition  rehearsed  in  the  said  fetitfmerit, 
because  of  the  righteousness  and  equality  ever  used  vithin  the 
said  franchisee. 

"31st.   Oranii  in  taartmaitt. 

''And  the  mtty<»r  and  conimonalty  may  grant  and  coo6rin 
the  mortiticaitoD  of  the  lands,  tenements,  rents,  and  pustessions, 
lacing  within  the  franchitte.n,  to  cbnnleries  or  massea,  to  (he 
Bustentatinn  of  ilie  hospital,  or  to  the  work  of  the  church  of 
our  lady  of  Uye,  without  the  licence  of  the  king,  or  of  any 
other  lord,  Dor  sUtutc  made,  &c 
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■•33d.  Of  suret'ies  of  the  peace. 
"  firm.  If  ftny  man  do  ask  surely  of  the  king's  peace  of  an- 
other, the  mayor  ia  bound  lo  give  it  him,  if  he  that  so  askeih  it 
will  sw«ar  that  he  standcth  in  bodily  fear  of  him  a^inst  nhoni 
he  dcmaiidcUi  the  peace;  and  if  hn  that  have  found  surety  of 
the  pcarc  at  another  time  hreakcth  the  king-'s  p«ac*,  then  it 
ftball  he  lawful  to  uny  oi  the  kiii^'a  subjects  to  attach  him  uud 
brint*  him  to  tlie  mayor,  and  the  mayor  to  command  him  to 
ward,  and  there  to  remain  by  the  apace  of  forty  days  j  and  hi* 
■uretiea  that  be  found  in  the  fint  neaee  ehall  have  the  same 
punixhincnt  as  the  luud  miitdocr  shall  hare,  and  also  make  fine 
tu  the  tonn. 

"  33d-  Returning  of  plaints,  terving  of  attachmeHts,  and  the 
manner  of  holding  court  it  for  atrangert  andfrtemtn. 

**  Item.  It  is  accustomed  that  the  mayor's  sergeant,  for  whom 
the  mayor  shull  uoswer,  Hhall  return  oil  manni-r  of  plaints,  after 
their  nature,  as  well  of  indwellers  within  the  franchises  of  Rye 
M  of  olhen  dwelling  in  other  PortN,  nnd  do  all  manner  of  at- 
taehmenis  nnd  Rummnnws  of  them.  And  the  bnlhtT  and  hia 
Bcrjjennt  shnll  return  all  manner  of  pliiinis,  after  their  nature, 
of  foreign  strnn)rers,  and  shall  do  all  manner  of  uituchments 
and  summonses  only  of  the  same  foreign  strangers.  And  if  the 
plaintiff  or  defendant  be  a  ntrangcr,  their  plea  shall  be  held  from 
day  to  day,  except  it  be  of  lancU  or  pleas  of  the  crown,  that  is 
to  say  of  life  and  member,  and  if  both  tlic  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant be  indwellers.  then  their  plea  shnlt  he  holdcn  from 
f^ricen  davH  to  lifiecn  day^,  that  is  to  wit,  on  Wednesday.  And 
any  mannpr  of  plea  shall  be  holden  in  the  king's  court  house, 
reserving  plena  of  life  and  member^  which  BhoU  be  holdeo  in  the 
playne  hundred. 

"  3-lth.  Attachment  in  trespass  of  blood. 

"Item.  In  plea  of  trespass  and  in  blood-shedding,  where  a 
man  in  hurl,  the  defendant  xhitll  be  alluched  by  his  body  and 
be  broui^ht  unto  prison,  without  he  may  Had  suHieient  pledges 
to  (uidertakc  thnl  lie  .slmll  !«  at  the  next  king's  court  holdcn; 
at  which  court,  if  he  appear  not,  he  and  his  pledj^es  shall  be 
amerced,  and  he  shall  be  put  to  better  pledges,  and  bo  to  in- 
crease, from  court  to  court,  two  pledges.  And  the  amcrciii- 
mcnt  shall  be  thus :  the  lirst  court,  six  pence ;  the  second  court, 
twelve  pence ;  and  on  every  court,  if  the  mayor  and  jurats  will, 
the  amerdiinient  shall  increase  six  |Knce  iu  (ike  sum,  as  it  is  in 
the  inercafe  of  the  pledge,  unto  the  time  he  nill  appear  to  an- 
swer. And  in  ease  of  the  default  of  any  of  hiH  pledgrs,  as  ia 
before  said,  his  body  shall  remain  in  prison  unto  the  time  that 
he  hath  answered  to  the  party ;  and  so  always,  provided  that 
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the  increnKing  of  the  aiiierdanieDt  be  sciKCtl  and  taxed  at  the 
con&idcratiuii  of  (lie  tiiayoT  ttiiil  jurats. 

"  3&th.  Pleat  of  debt,  covenant,  and  pledgt$. 

"  Item.  In  picii  of  debt,  covenant  brokea,  cimttels  whlibolden, 
and  so  of  other,  the  mayor's  sei^eant,  as  well  of  the  in- 
d^rcllcrs  nithiii  the  fraochisea  of  K)'«  aa  of  tbem  dnelling  wittiin 
the  Porta;  and  the  baiUfT  and  hU  servant  uf  the  foreign 
strutigvP!  shall  litk«  uf  the  parly  plt^adiiig  p1edf;e  to  show-  his 
plea;  and  if  he  caii  And  no  pirages  he  must  put  some  gage; 
and  if  he  havt^  no  gnee  nor  pledge,  if  he  be  of  the  franchises  or 
of  the  Ports,  he  Bhall  put  his  faith  aad  truth  U]m>ii  the  mayor's 
maoc  If  he  Ijc  a  foreign  stmnger,  he  shall  put  bis  fahh  and 
truth  upon  the  bailiff's  rod  to  pursue  his  account.  And  if  ibc 
piirty  (lefendiMit  he  a  fn-eman  of  the  Ports,  he  shall  be  put  to 
distress  at  the  Rrst  court;  niid  if  he  docs  not  appear  ut  the  finl 
court  he  <iKall  he  didtmined  sicut  alias;  and  if  he  does  not  ap- 
pear at  thi-  second  court,  he  &hull  he  distruiuvd  sicuC  plurcs  at 
the  third  court.  And  it  is  to  nit  that,  at  any  default,  he  shall 
be  amerced  to  the  town.  And  all  the  distre&Neti  ufurcoid,  if 
they  he  indwellers  of  the  fi-anchises  or  of  the  Ports,  tliey  shall 
remain  in  the  mayor's  sergeant's  keeping.  If  they  be  foreign 
Btrnngers,  they  shall  remain  in  thebnilift'or  hi.s  sergeant's  keep- 
ing. And  if  the  defendant  ni)l  not  justify  himself  by  ncme  of 
the  di.'iiresscs  aforestud,  then  he  shall  be  put  to  pledges  to 
apiiesr  at  the  next  court  in  plea  of  trcspasa ;  and  if  the  parly 
delendanc  be  indwellcr,  and  the  same  defendant  has  been  dis- 
trained by  his  goods  and  ehattcU,  within  the  franchise,  to  ap- 
pear and  hath  not  appenrcd,  then  licmnnt  bcprit  to  two  pledges, 
nhich  two  pledges  »halt  iimlcrlakc  that  they  shall  bring  his 
body  to  the  next  coiu-t  to  ansiicr,  or  else  they  to  answer  the 
party  for  him,  as  he  should.  And  in  case  that  both  the  parties 
be  here  foreign  strangers,  or  else  one  stranger  and  the  other  in- 
dueller,  then  shall  the  cotiri  be  holden  every  day  afore  noou.  in 
the  hour  of  prime,  and  in  the  afternoon,  about  the  middle  of  the 
afieruoon,  after  the  law- tnrr chant.  And  uhcn  the  jmriies  arc 
e*ime  into  court  in  their  proper  persons,  or  cUe  by  altorneys, 
the  pluintifT shall  tell  his  demand  against  the  defendant,  asking 
licence  of  the  court  to  tell  out  his  tale  without  any  reproof,  ana 
the  defendant,  in  like  witie,  may  ask  licence  uf  the  court  to  an- 
swer and  defend  a^nsl  the  plaintiff,  without  reproof  or  re- 
proach; and  the  mayor  ^hall  give  them  licence;  but  when  ta 
Lany  plea  which  is  pleaded  by  sergeant  or  by  learned  counsel  at 
f\\nr  bar,  then  the  panics  hstve  no  licence  to  plead,  but  it  be  at 
thi  ir  onti  peril  and  Jeopardy;  and  in  cane  that  the  )Mrty 
ulainlitl'  plead  upon  a  specialty,  whether  it  be  by  tale  or  by  writ- 
ing obligatoiy,  if  the  defendant  will  deny  it,  then  the  plaintiff 
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than  prove  the  spetfintity  by  iwo  men  and  bimMir,  which 
were  nt  t1i<:  mnkin^  of  t)ie  said  <I<:e<l ;  and  in  ca»e  the  plaintiff 
caunoc  so  prove  ihu  8|ii-*ially,  the  [larly  (If^fendaiil  so  shall  ro 
<juil  witlKMit  d<.-lay;  and  llif  jmriy  [ilaintitr  tii  intrcy.  And  in 
cttse  thac  the  parly  plainlifT  uiuy  pn)%'c  that  to  be  the  deed  of 
the  defendant,  then  the  defendant  shall  he  in  m«rcy,  and  must 
■gree  with  the  pltuntiff  for  ihc  principal  and,  over  thai,  lo 
have  hi*  dnmagc.  And  in  ease  that  the  party  [dainliff  have  no 
specialty,  and  sailb,  in  his  narration,  that  hu  is  ready  to  prove 
his  inleni  hy  true  and  lawful  men  of  S!;j;lil  and  hearlli,  then  the 
piirty  defendant  »hnll  wa^  no  law  u^uinsc  hia  fuit,  and  in  cnsc 
that  the  plaintiff  Ivlleth  not  in  his  dechiration  that  he  will  prove 
bv  sight  and  hearth,  chen  the  defendant  shall  acquit  hiinftelf  by 
his  sole  hand,  or  else  himself  with  two  hands,  at  the  discretion 
of  the  mayor  and  jurats,  whether  he  be  stranger  or  indwellcr. 

"  llem.  In  ciimt  -H-ticre  heirs  or  executors  be  impleaded,  and 
the  party  ptainlilf  hath  no  aj)«rialty,  the  party  plain  tiff  must,  in 
his  dechirutiuu.  show  that  be  would  prove  thu  debt  by  sight  aoU 
hearth,  and  that  by  credible  persons. 

"36th.  Ar  re  at  of  a  freeman. 

"  llem.  VHien  any  freeman  of  this  franchise,  or  of  any  of  the 
PoiiSr  aeelh  his  fureif^n  debtor  uithin  thv  said  fi'nneliise,  he 
may  lawfully  arrest  him  or  his  challcls,  if  he  sec  him  or  hia 
chattels  fugitive,  so  iliiit  incuutiiiently,  without  tarryiug,  he  go 
unto  the  common  clerk  to  enter  his  account,  and  then  imme- 
diately la  go  to  the  bailiff,  or  lu  his  sei^eant,  to  show  him  of  the 
said  arrest ;  not  to  malce  dehvcrancc  of  the  said  person,  nor  of 
the  chattels,  in  the  abacnce  of  the  bailiff,  or  of  liis  sergeant ; 
and  in  the  delivering  of  the  person  or  of  the  chattel,  one  of  the 
parties  to  be  in  mercy.  If  it  be  the  indwellcr  within  the  fran- 
chises, or  of  the  I'urta,  the  amerciament  to  the  town;  if  it  be 
the  foreign  debtor,  the  amerciament  to  the  bailiff. 

"37th.  Of  impritomuenl  afltr  judgiiitnt  in  an  adion, 

"  Item.  In  any  ntanner  of  plea,  where  any  man  is  adjudged, 
whether  he  l>e  indweller  or  foreign  stranger,  and  the  judgment 
givrn  in  the  kin^s  court  by  the  mayor  and  jnntttt,  he  that  is 
condemned  shall  remain  in  the  coutt-bouM  untU  he  hath  paid 
or  agreed  with  the  party. 

"  3Hth.  Damages,  b\f  tchom  taxed. 

'*  /le/n.  I  n  right  of  damages  recovered  in  the  court,  the  said 
dnniugrs  shall  he  taxed  by  the  mayor  and  jurats,  it'  in  civsc  that 
be  that  is  condemned  will  to  desire,  and  that  alter  the  nature 
of  the  pica. 
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'*  39th.  Volttntarif  appearaiKt  of  a  freeman  before  summOM. 

"  ftem.  In  rase  nnv  freeoinn  coniplainrth  himself  of  another 
fireman,  which  corac-th  to  court  uichoiit  siimmona  or  attach- 
ment, knowing  of  such  complaint  from  him,  and  the  part^ 
plnintiffwill  declare  a(;ains^  him,  the  det'endnnt  may  delay  the 
duj^  iiiiclcr  these  words ;  •  Mr.  Mayor,  may  It  please  jou  to 
understand  and  know  how  ihat  1  am  a  freemnn,  nnd  am  not 
noiv  hutind  to  »nsn-cr  unto  the  party ;  hccausc  I  um  not  sum- 
moned nor  attached  tor  i\m  to  he  in  the  court  against  him  at 
tWiH  (lity.  'IlicTi-forc  I  ask  my  free  summons  nnd  delays,  m  n 
freeman  ought  to  have  ia  iJiis  court.'  And  then  the  mayor 
must  ftivard  tliut  to  hlm- 

"  40tli.  Action  agaiati  a  woman  covrrl  lo  bar  merchant  sole. 

"  Ttcm.  If  aoy  woman  that  is  covcrl-haron  be  impleaded  in 

Elcaof  debt,  rovcnant  hmken,  or  chattels  nitbholden,  and  she 
e  known  for  sole  mcrcluuiC,  «he  ought  to  auimer  uithout  the 
presence  of  her  Baron. 

'*  4Ut.   Plea  of  landi  aud  tcrit  of  right  patent. 

**  fteat.  In  plea  of  lands,  ihc  plea  ehall  hchotdcnin  the  king's 
court,  which  plea  may  not  be  holdcn  without  the  mayor  be  in 
presence.  And  it  ought  to  he  holden  from  tirtcen  day«  to  fittecu 
days,  whether  the  pica  be  heLwecn  n»  inducller  and  a  8tran).'cr, 
or  between  the  indwcllers,  or  between  the  siraiigcrs,  of  nil 
manner  of  lands,  tenements,  reutit,  and  {tosscssions  within  the 
franchises;  and  all  manner  of  pleas  may  be  tried  within  the 
franchises  by  simple  plea  (the  writ  of  riftht  patent  reserved,  in 
the  wliirh  must  be  «itid  '  Uuud  ai  non  ftcis  Vico  SiiiiBex  face, 
/tc.,  <piin(]ue  Portuum,'  &c. ;  and  aueli  manner  of  writ  used  to 
be  pleadcil  in  the  king's  court  in  the  common  pleas  reserved), 
that  in  some  writs  there  be  many  delays,  as  in  the  writ  of  mort 
d'ancestre,  and  others,  &c. ;  uud  aiUr  the  eurely  found  to 
pursue  hia  pica,  the  disseisor  is  summotied  to  come  unto  the 
next  court  to  answer.  If  he  come  not  to  the  court  to  answer 
unto  the  plea,  the  land  or  tenement  shall  be  taken  into  tho 
niiiyor's  Uiind^,  Ik-caumc  of  his  di-fuult.  .\nd  if  they  be  not  re- 
pivvied  within  tit'tcen  days  next  ensuing,  he  shall  Iohc  the  netMU 
of  the  lam),  and  in  cimc  he  make  no  default  he  may  ask  view  of 
the  lands,  if  he  will,  and  ailer  view  of  the  land  the  diswisor 
may  by  no  manner  of  aoception  abate  the  plea,  but  in  this 
ca-sc  it  must  pans  by  the  vcitlict  of  twelve  men.  And  it  i»  to 
wit,  that,  after  the  |>urttea  have  appeared  in  court,  they  may 
make  no  delay,  but  to  purauc  from  court  to  court,  and,  if 
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Aey  wHl,  by  their  attorneys.  But  in  plea  of  land,  no  attorney 
•ball  be  acci-|»ii'd,  without  he  be  accepted  in  tbe  ptavDc  court 
belure  tbe  mayor  and  jurats. 

"42d.  Of  novel  ditstiutt. 

"  Item.  In  plea  of  novel  disseisin,  that  is  to  say,  when  any 
penoa  is  newly  disseised  of  his  Inuds  or  iciiemcuts,  after  the 
oeclaralion  made  of  hi*  phiint,  if  the  disseisor  conictli  into 
court  in  penton,  or  by  his  attorney,  the  plea  shuU  run,  if  he 
will  not  knowledge  his  oHencc ;  cl»e  he  may  ao&n-er  the  plea  if 
iie  wUL 

"43d.  Dotcer. 

"  Item,  In  plea  of  dowry,  the  woman,  after  the  death  of  her 
Baron,  shall  come  beforu  (tie  mayor  and  jiiratH  in  this  wise, 
saying, '  1  Qnd  surety  atcuimt  such  a  man,  in  plea  of  donry.' 
And  th<!ii  tli«  mayor  aliall  require  the  tenant  t<i  deliver  ibe  duvrry 
of  such  hinds  and  tenemeats,  as  her  husband  died  seised  of. 

"44lh.  Judgment  in  all  aedont. 

"  Item.  When  the  parties  have  pleaded  in  court  their  pleas, 
whether  that  it  hath  betn  by  their  proper  persons  or  by  ser(j;canl, 
the  eomnion  clerk  ahull  reconi  the  process  aS  both  parties,  after 
the  nature  of  the  plea  of  iIik  ]iro('c;>!t ;  tind  then  the  mayor  and 
jurats  shall  go  on  in  judj^ment,  which  judgment  shall  be  given 
ay  the  mayor's  own  oiuuth  in  the  king**  court. 

"46lh.  Fault  in  judgmtnt f  fiaw  rfforined. 

"  ftem.  In  case  that  any  fautt.^  be  fuimd  in  sncli  judgment* 
it  is  in  the  mayor  and  jiirala'  election  to  have  interparlance  with 
their  bretiircn  of  the  Five  Forts  by  a  Brutlierhoud,  to  have  their 
good  adviee  and  information,  how  and  in  what  manner  they 
•llould  minister  riffhi  unto  the  parties  after  the  plea  before  them 
pleaded,  which  judgment  shall  be  delayed  until  the  next  court 
tbcD  ensuing. 

"  -leth.  Strepe,  waste,  and  dUtreufor  rxnt  bthind. 

"  Item.  When  any  man  holdcth  any  tenement  by  any  free 
rent  to  be  paid  out  of  it  to  another  man,  and  the  tenant  strepeth 
and  wasicth  the  aaid  tenement,  bo  that  they  thut  ought  to  have 
the  said  rent  have  not  their  rent  of  it,  nor  sufficient  distress  to 
the  value  thereof  in  the  anid  tenement  may  be  found,  then  he 
that  so  larkelb  bis  rent  by  sueh  means,  by  the  space  of  one 
whole  yciu-  and  a  day,  shall  come  before  the  mayor  and  junta 
in  play'ne  hundred  and  complain  him  there ;  then  the  mayor 
aiid  jurats  shall  bid  him  go  unto  the  said  tcaetnent  for  to  seek 
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a  tlistress,  or  for  tlic  ]ioss(?<isnr  of  the  said  tenement,  whicf 
slioiilil  {iny  itit:  M^i'l  i^nt  "n'l  iirnMirngu.  And  if  he  can  find  no 
distress,  nor  the  pos<icssQr  to  imv  him  bis  arreara^s  ihtn  he 
«liiJI  come  unto  i!r-  next  hiinarcil  to  ahuvr  his  com[)luiiii,  like 
as  he  did  befoTC.  And  then  it  nhall  be  adjudged  him  to  go  unto 
the  Maid  (cneiiient  ar  land,  und  by  the  oiiMght  of  true  men  be 
shall  take  ofT  the  door>  put  it  ovcrthwort  the  enticing  of  the 
said  tenement,  And  if  ko  be  that  no  miin  come  within  a  year 
and  u  du\,  then  it  Khali  bv  adjudged  him  that  hi-  |iut  Etakc&  ta 
the  ground,  upon  which  ahnll  he  made  pmclnmalion  that  if  nnjr 
man  or  noinau  cliiini  luiy  right  la  the  said  land  or  tencoieutt 
&c.>  he  come  tvithin  a  year  and  a  day,  from  the  day  uf  pro- 
cinmaiion  innde,  to  jiay  and  to  sattsfy  to  the  party  pliitnttfT  tl 
arrearages,  and  all  that  after  the  manner  of  the  Iranchises  i 
tht;  Kaid  town  ought  to  )>c  done  ;  or  else  to  signify  why  thti  h«' 
ought  not  to  do,  and  that  upon  pain  of  losing  the  »«id  l:md  or 
tenements,  if  nu  man  eomc  within  the  year  and  dny,  to  c-ontrary 
or  do  as  is  abovcsaid.  Then,  in  the  next  hundred  court  en-, 
suing,  it  nhali  be  adjudged  him  that  asketli  the  aforesaid  rcn 
that  nc  have  seisin  of  the  said  lands  and  tenements.  And  if  on 
man  or  woman  come  n-ithin  a  yenr  and  a  day,  or  cLic  before  the 
judgment  given,'to  pay  and  do  all  that  ought  to  be  done  for  the 
said  lands  and  tenements,  he  may  save  the  eaid  lands  and  tene- 
ments ;  or  else,  if  he  come  and  say  that  he  claimeth  not  the  sai 
lands  and  tenements  to  hold  uf  him,  uor  that  unto  him  anytliin 
doth  owe.  chen  they  must  plead  for  it  in  that  case,  or  else  tho 
asker  cannot  otherwise  recover  his  rent. 

"  4"th.   iVa$le  /»y  Unanlfor  life. 

**  Item,  ir  any  man  or  woman  hold  any  tenement  in  thi 
said  town  for  term  of  his  life,  the  revcruon  thereof  appertaining, 
unto  another,  and  the  said  tenant  hath  strepcd  or  wasted  the' 
said  tenement,  the  mayor  and  jurats,  at  the  request  of  him  that 
is  in  the  reversion,  shall  com[>el  the  aforesaid  tenant  to  rc(Mir 
sutBcienlly  the  luiid  tencmuiii,  and  to  maintain  it  so  that  he  be 
able  to  do  so,  or  else  after  the  rate  of  the  faeulty  of  the  said 
tenant,  ns  it  shall  seem  by  the  consideration  of  the  mayor  and 
jurats,  what  ought  U|>on  it  to  be  done  reasonably ;  and  if  the 
tenant  will  not  so  do,  he  shall  utterly  lose  the  aforesaid  lenc 
mctit. 

**  48tli.  Withernam  anii  of  proteu. 

"  Item.    The  mjiyor  and  jurats,  as  tliey  ought  to,  take  wi 
ihernam  of  the  citizens  of  London,  and  of  other,  as  thr-y  thiol 
ctmvenient  to  be  done,  for  any  cause  done  against  the  libeilies.! 
And  they  may,  us  ihcy  ought,  take  H-ilhemam  for  many  causes,  J 
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thnt  is  to  say,  if  anv  freeman  of  the  snid  town  rome  unto  the 
mavor  and  jurais,  dcitiriiig  ihem  lo  writt  tlicir  U-Ucrs  under  llie 
mbI  of  the  ofBce  of  mayoralty,  or  eUe  under  the  common  8«al, 
when  the  cane  it  rcquircth  to  pray  fur  him  inito  the  citizens  of 
London,  or  to  the  buivesica  of  Calais,  or  tinto  any  other  place 
within  the  rentm  or  without  the  n-idin,  vrhcrt-ver  the  king  our 
savcrcigii  lord  hath  Ui^  or  umity,  tlint  they  will  do,  and  »ce  to 
he  mnde  done,  paymi-iil  and  itiiti«fac(ion  of  such  sums  of  money 
for  eovcniuit  or  trvapaKK,  which  such  a  Baron  your  cnmbnrcm 
could  justify,  Ac,  whether  unto  other  comharon  T,  (J.  iw  he 
Boiifa,  &c.  Ajid  ill  ca&c  that,  by  petition  of  the  tirst  letter,  the 
■aid  citizenH  or  kurgesse-i  nothing  do  unto  the  matter,  nor  serid 
any  answer  in  writing,  then  there  must  \k  sent  unto  them  an- 
other letter  siont  nltait,  and  if  they  do  nothing  unto  the  matter 
then,  there  must  he  sent  unto  them  ihc  plitres,  under  the 
oommnu  teal ;  at  the  which  third  tetter,  if  they  do  nothin^r  unto 
the  matter,  an  it  is  nfort-said,  then  he  that  scrvcth  the  said  pro- 
cess muHi  come  before  the  mayor  and  Jurats,  in  open  court,  to 
depose  upon  a  book  of  the  Holy  IDvangc-iists  that  he  or  his  at- 
torney hath  duly  and  tndy  delivered  unto  the  mayor,  nr  baililf, 
or  Justice  of  such  dty,  Ike.,  the  three  tetters  of  his  process,  after 
the  statute  of  the  Ubcrty  ;  and  if  the  said  mayor  and  baUi^T,  &c. 
hath  di'fcrred  to  do  him  juslicc,  this  done  it  must  be  adjudged 
that  the  whole  coniutonalty  of  the  place  to  whom  the  process  is 
sent  shall  puy  the  debt,  provided  ahtays  that  the  mayor  aud 
jurnta  be  ascertained  by  deed  and  lawful  approbation  that  the 
debt  he  due ;  in  affirmance  whereof  the  indebted  shall  swear 
upon  the  mace  that  it  ia  done,  BC(X>rdiug  to  the  nature  of  the 
process.  And  it  is  UM-d  and  accustomed  that,  iu  cuse  that  the 
tnhabttiiDta  of  the  said  commonalty,  so  condemned,  the  nuid 
town  and  port  uf  Kye  do  eschew  to  come  to ;  and  in  othcrplaccs 
of  the  Purls  they  du  come  and  resort,  that  then  the  mayur  and 
jumis  shall  send  their  letters  unto  the  said  Porta,  so  that  it  be 
of  the  Five  Ports,  lutd  by  their  letters  record  tbe  process,  the 
debt,  aud  the  judgment.  And  then  they  shall,  at\cr  their 
custom,  do  like  distress  ami  execuliuu  uf  the  said  record  and 
process  afuresaid,  as  the  aforesuid  mayor  and  Jurats  ul  Kyc 
ihoiild  do. 

"  -lOlh.  Prtxefs  and  mlhtrnamfor  fiindtring  afrtemaa, 

"  Utm.  Likewise,  if  any  freeman  of  Rye  be  within  the  city 
of  Loudon,  or  in  any  other  |>Uicc  within  the  realm  of  Bnglaod, 
and  in  any  other  region  \\here  the  kin^  hath  any  liege  or  amity, 
interru]it  to  sell  or  vise  lo  buy  his  merchajidizc,  otherwise  than 
he  was  wont  to  be,  or  else  if  any  distress  upon  him  be  wrong- 
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fully  taken,  or  any  custom  or  toll  against  the  fmncliises  of  the 
Pons  be  askcn  of  him,  or  else  if  any  robbery  or  depredation  be 
done  ujioii  the  sea,  or  else  in  llie  land,  upon  ibc  freemen  of 
any  commonalty  of  the  Five  Ports,  so  that  they  that  be  mbbed 
or  (U-Mjwiled  can  pivc  informiition  of  the  name  of  the  tran»- 
grcssors  and  of  the  plaec  that  tbcy  be  of,  then  shall  letters  of 
process,  at  the  suit  of  the  aaid  freemen,  be  dirccti'd  to  the  ])lncCj 
the  letter  original,  nltaa,aud  plures,  aait  is  aforesaid,  and  in  case 
that  no  remedy  or  amends  be  made,  or  else  sufficient  anawer  in 
wrttini;  be  had,  the  witlieniam  shall  be  adjudged  against  the 
afurc&aid  commanalty,  both  upon  their  goods  and  Upon  their 
persons,  unto  the  time  tlial  the  said  otTence  be  eatisficd,  forth- 
with the  damages,  which  e^'idently  appeareth  to  have  been  done 
eiid  sustained  in  tliit  behalf. 

"  60lh.    Withernam  agaiNit  a  lord  for  itaifing  a  frteman  J'or 

ttaUage. 

"  Item.  If  any  lord  do  distress  any  freeman  for  picnge  or  for 
atallaji^  upon  hia  own  frroiind,  and  he  be  prayed  by  the  mayor, 
by  his  letter  sealed  under  the  seal  of  the  office,  to  deliver  the 
said  distresa,  and  to  deliver  it  he  duth  refuse ;  then,  in  thia  case, 
it  was  wont  to  be  awarded  awilhemam  upon  all  his  tenement!. 

"5l8t.   Partfienhip  in  mtrchandiie. 

"Item,  The  freemen  of  Rye  were  wont,  and  ought,  to  be 
pnrtners  in  all  manner  of  merchnndixe,  whether  they  are  in  pre- 
aence  in  the  huyin};  and  in  the  selling  of  it,  if  they  will  claim 
any  part,  unless  the  buyer  or  the  seller  can  allege  sufficient 
cause  why  he  that  ao  elaimcth  part  in  the  said  mcrehandi/.c  ia 
not  worthy  to  ha*'e  pnrt;  lis  thus,  that  he  is  conviei  in  perjury, 
and  f\*K  thiit  it  linlh  been  adjudged  that  he  should  have  gone 
pnrt  in  none  merchiiiidi/£|  because  he  did  run  away  from  the 
Iranchise.  what  time  he  should  pay  his  part  for  the  kin{;'a  ser- 
vice ;  and  else  that  he  was  run  away  in  the  time  of  war,  and 
came  not  again  within  the  day  to  him  litnited  of  hia  cominj;  for 
the  defence  of  the  town;  and  else  if  he  have  done  anything 
rcjudicial  unto  the  franehise,  whereby  he  is  adjudged  to  loM 
IB  fri>(.-dMiu  tind  free  rufttoin ;  and  else,  n  hen  before  time  he  hath 
claimed  part  in  merchandize  that  hath  been  bought,  and  in  the 
Same  mcrclmiiilizc  liitth  been  losinjr  money  and  lie  bath  refused 
to  pay  his  part  of  the  said  loss,  after  his  rate  and  porlion,  «tc. 
But  then  Kfaall  Qo  manner  of  stranf^er,  whatsoever  condition  he 
bi:  of,  have  no  part  of  no  merchandiKe  btmght  hy  a  freeman, 
without  it  be  by  the  gmd  will  of  the  freemuu,  for  against  his 
will  he  ahall  have  no  port. 
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"fiM.   The  Charter,  that  none  shall  be  partner  with  thern,again$t 
iheir  will,  in  Ireland. 

**  item.  Where  the  freemen  of  the  snid  port  were  wont 
mostly  to  be  iiuomipt  of  tlicir  lilicriics  uns  in  the  porlit  of 
Ireland,  till  the  noble  Prince  Btlwnrd,  tale  King  of  Eu-^tand, 
gmndrathvr  unto  King  Edward  the  Third,  did  give  and  grant 
unto  the  Barons  of  the  Five  Ports  his  great  Charter,  nbich 
Afterward)!  wns  confirmed  by  King  Edtrard,  father  unto  King 
Edwnrd  the  Tliird,  of  (he  which  Chiirter  the  tenor  fulluncth : 
'  Wc  have  graniod  also  to  the  fUkid  B&roas  and  men,  for  iih  and 
our  heirs,  that,  of  their  la\Tfiil  goods  and  merchandizes,  which, 
in  due  manner,  they  shall  hnppcn  to  buy  within  our  land  of 
Irdaiid,  no  man  be  partner  of  those  goods  and  loerchaudizeg, 
nor  with  Ihem,  sgninst  the  will  of  the  said  Barons  and  men, 
shall  he  ponakc  thereof  in  anywise.* 

"63d.  Ofa/rermait  diUrained  out  of  the  liberties/or  merchandize. 

"  Item.  In  likcmse  if  a  bmstcr,  free,  hath  made  ale,  and  sell 
it  in  the  foreign,  in  fairs,  or  in  murkcts,  and  tbc  lord  of  the 
soil  will  distress  her,  a^inst  her  will,  for  the  sale  of  the  said 
ale,  then,  at  the  eomplaint  of  her,  the  mayor  was  wont  to  seitd 
his  letters  for  to  have  redelivery  of  the  »iid  dintrcsa,  inaamucb 
a«  the  BaroD8  of  Kye  be  free  to  sell  and  buy  freely, 

*•  54th.  J,atidf  bound  by  recognizance, 

**  Item,  In  case  where  any  man  (whether  he  be  indweller 
or  else  stranger)  bath  any  lands,  rents,  or  teuemenls,  withia 
tbc  iranchisv,  and  hath  boundcn  the  lands,  rents,  or  tenemetita 
to  some  indweller,  or  else  to  some  slrmigLT,  or  else  his  own 
person,  by  recognizance  Ix-forc  the  mayor,  and  afterwards  it 
iH-  fuutid  that  he  hath  aliened  the  »aid  laiida.  rents,  or  tene- 
EMnls,  and  the  party  to  whom  the  aaid  lands,  rents,  or 
tenemonls  were  bound  shall  have  the  eaid  lands,  renu,  or 
tenctDcnts,  without  any  plea,  unto  tbc  lime  that  he  be  satis^ed 
of  his  duty,  so  that  it  appearcth  in  the  court  rolls  the  recog- 
nizance made  of  the  same  lands  or  other,  Ike, 

''55th.   CompJaiHli  of  freemen  by  freemen  out  of  the  liberties. 

"  Item.  In  case  that  any  man  of  the  town  of  Rye  do  eom- 
plftin  him  of  any  other  man  of  the  aaine  town,  in  any  other 
place  than  within  the  said  town  of  Rye,  he  that  so  complaineth 
aball  be  puninhed  because  of  spite  done  UDLo  the  town,  without 
that  it  be  for  lack  of  jnsiioe  of  the  mayor  and  juraU,  in  which 
case  the  mayor  shall  be  tried  before  the  Lord  Warden  in  the 
court  of  Stiopway,  or  in  some  other  place. 
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"  54th>  Afrttmaa  shall  have  part  offrtemnu'M  merthandiit. 

"Item.  If  any  merchant,  neighbour,  or  8lriiniji:r  bring  any 
merchaiidixi?  lo'srll  unto  ihe  town  of  Rye,  all  llie  freemen  of 
the  Jiaui  town,  which  be  present  unto  the  hiiylng  c»f  the  swiid 
merchandize,  .ihall  have  pari  iu  it,  if  they  vill  clium  part ;  and 
so  aball  the  frecmcQ  that  be  absent  have  port,  in  case  that  any 
man  that  is  present  id  the  buying  of  the  aatnc  do  claim  part 
for  any  freeman  that  is  absent ;  and  the  said  mcrchnndixe  aliall 
be  evenly  divided  according,  both  in  gains  and  in  loss. 

'*57th.    Part    nf  foreigner^  merehnndizt,  bought  vithin  the 

J'ra  NchUe. 

"  lUm.  In  case  that  any  stranger  buyeth  any  merchandize 
within  the  franchiM  (vhether  it  be  of  them  of  the  franchise 
and  rl»c  of  other),  they  of  the  franchise  Hhall  have  half  of  the 
■aid  merchandize  agamnt  the  stranger,  if  they  will  ask  to 
have  it. 

"fiSth.  Orphans  and  thdr  ^ocdi, 

"  Item.  In  caac  that  auy  man  dieih  within  the  franchise  of 
Rye,  and  the  heir  be  within  age,  then  the  mayor  shall  have  the 
view  of  the  child  and  all  his  knds,  rents,  and  tciivmcuu,  and 
of  all  his  movable  goods;  and,  by  the  mayor  and  jnrats,  the 
child  nhall  he  put  unto  ward,  unto  the  next  kinstiimi  that  the 
child  hath  of  liU  blood,  nnto  Thorn  the  said  inherilanre  may 
not  deAcciid,  and  all  his  goods  and  chattels  fhsU  hv  delivered 
Unto  the  said  guardian,  by  indenture  made  betneen  the  mayor 
and  the  said  gunnlian.  unto  the  time  the  child  be  of  full  age, 
and  that  one  part  of  the  said  indenture  shall  remain  in  the 
common  treaaurj-  ;  and,  in  cnsc  that  there  be  none  of  the  child^S 
blood,  then  the  mayor  rhall  tahe  and  dclivor  the  aforcMiid 
Booda  and  chattels  unto  some  BuHicIent  man  of  the  frnnchise, 
m  keeping,  until  the  time  that  the  child  be  come  unto  his  full 
age,  ac  the  which  time  the  child  shall  have  them  delivered  unto 
his  care. 

**  69th,  SomiiMtioH  ofciuptain  to  Saint  liarthoioMev^i  Church, 
ami  lutmiltoNce  of  hrttkrti  and  ustertt  there. 

'*  IU'h.  The  mayor  of  Rye  and  jurats,  forthwith  the  com- 
monalty, shall  have  the  nomination  of  the  chaplain,  which  is 
cidled  the  Cuatos  of  tlie  Hwnpital  of  Saint  Bartholomew,  bc- 
Btdea  Rye,  which  said  chaplain  his  name,  iu  time  of  peace, 
shall  he.  sent  uiilo  the  Ahbot  of  FvBcamp,  and,  in  time  of  war, 
unto  the  Loi-d  Chancellor  of  England;  luid,  by  one  of  them, 
he  shall  be  presented  unto  the  Bishop  of  Chichester,  and  by 
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lum  lie  shall  have  institution  ;  and  also  the  mnyor  of  Rye  shot) 
lalce  iiccouiit  of  tlit^  »iul  chaplain  of  Saint  Burt huloniew  fuur 
tinira  in  the  yosr.  If  he  will.  And  in  the  Raid  hospital  bv  both 
brothrnt  nriil  si^K-rn,  sometimes  more,  Bomctinics  less;  but, 
ncrcrthclcss,  neither  brothers  nor  sistern  ehnll  be  atlmiltcd  iiito 
the  ftnid  hoMpitid  without  it  be  by  assent  of  the  mayors  and  of 
ibe  commons.  And  alito  tlic  ndcs  and  statutt-s  of  the  said 
hoKpitnl  Im>  rend  before  the  brethren  and  sistcm,  nhich  shall  be 
accepted  and  received  before  that  he  be  received. 

"60th,  Frremen  detailed,  and  teal  nfhoipital. 

"  fitm.  The  mayor  may,  by  th«  assent  of  the  jurats,  where 
he  timleth,  aniongHt  his  commons,  nmn  or  woman,  vthich  hath 
cumpclcntly  Itorne  chnr|;cs  with  them,  in  their  time,  for  the 
welfare  of  the  town,  imd  tlx-y  be  now  impoveri^htrd  mid  ini- 

Eotcnt.  dccBVcd  of  their  goods  and  chHttcIs,  aitd  liltlc  goods 
ave  to  live  with,  he  may  piit  the  pood  man  or  woman  unto 
the  boepitui  to  take  tlicir  KUslcniincc  nmuug  the  brethren  and 
MStem  of  the  said  hospital,  without  anything  paying  for  it 
UDto  the  said  hospital.  And  the  mnyor  and  jiirnts  i>h:ill  have 
the  keeping  of  the  seal  of  the  said  hospital ;  so  that  the 
brethren  and  (he  eistcm  of  the  said  hospitvl  shall  nothing  sell 
or  dioiiuitih,  uithout  it  be  by  assent  of  the  mayor  and  jurats. 

«6lat.  Efeclion  of  broken. 

"  lUm,  It  is  to  be  understood  that  nnon,  paitt  the  election 
of  the  mayor  of  Rye,  the  mayor  and  jurat*  shall  elect  brokers 
and  certain  men  to  gather  the  maltods  nnd  keep  the  weights 
nnd  measiu'ts,  wliieh  men  tthall  be  sworn  to  do  right,  as  well 
unto  strangers  as  unto  indwclk-rs. 

"6'Jd.  iiailiffi  to  Yarmouth. 

"  flem.  When  the  bailiff  is  elect  to  be  nt  Great  Yarmouth, 
and  he  hath  taken  hia  oath  what  time  he  shall  ride  towards  the 
said  place,  he  shall  have  with  him  his  letters  patent,  undtT  the 
common  seal  of  the  town,  sealed  to  do  and  to  cxcrciBc  the 
ancicul  manner  of  the  liberties  of  the  said  town,  itller  the 
course  of  the  king's  Charter  upon  the  premises  gnmied  to  the 
Borons  of  the  Porta. 

"  63d-  PnKf<di»igt  in  aclioHtj  and  making  tpeciat  ucUJ'or 
the  (OWN. 

"  Item.  In  all  manner  of  causes  and  articles,  or  in  picas, 
pergonal  or  real,  iif  the  which  there  is  no  spccinl  remend)riinee 
or  mention  made  in  this  book,  the  miiyor  which  is  judge,  vith 
his  brethren  jiumts,  shall  bavc  reeourte  imto  tlio  Inns  ol  uatiu^ 
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ret8on,  upon  which,  and  of  the  which,  do  proceed  and  ore 
founded  all  ihv  laxvs  imd  customs,  according  und  concerning 
iiDto  ihe  laws  of  England. 

"G-lth.  Election  of  Lord  Warden, 

"  Item.  When  it  shall  fortune  the  I>ord  Warden  of  the  Five 
Forts  to  decease,  and  else  to  be   dianged,  our  Mvcreign  lord 
the  king  was  wont  to  nend  his  lettrm  patent  to  commit  another 
warden,  which  warden   so  committed,  when   he  thinkcth  most 
opportunity,  n-fl»  wnnt  to  send  his  letter  unto  each  port  nf  the 
Five  Ports,  and  unto  thoir  members,  wherein  is  either  mayor 
or  bailiff,  thati  upon    s   ccrtiiin   day,  they  W  before   him   at     | 
Sfaepway,  so  that  his  aaid  letters  be  delivered  unto  thi^  mayor     I 
or  unto  the  bfulifT  (if  there  be  no   moyor),   of  every  foresaid 
town  of  the  Five  Forts  or  their  memlwrs,  forty  days  Wfore  the 
day  of  Shepway,  and,  in  like  case,  in  any  other  court  of  Shcp-      ' 
way;  and  also,  on  a  I(in;{  and  queen's  roronalion,  the  letterv 
thereof  were  wont  to  be  sent  forty  days  before  the  said  coro-     i 
nation.  I 

*'65lh.  Jiurges-vs  to  the  coronation.  1 

**  ftcm.  The  Barons  of  the  Five  Ports  owe  to  be  summoned, 
in  the  king  and  queen's  coronation,  by  writing  forty  days  before     j 
the  coronation;  and  of  all  the  ports  there  must  come  thirty-     \ 
two  BarunH  all  in  one  clothing,  and  lliey  shall  bear  tlte  cloth     } 
over  the  kin|r  and  over  the  queen,  with  four  spears,  of  the 
colour  of  silver,  and  four  little  bells   i^ilt,  liiiviu}r  above  the 
cloth,  which  is  called  the  pall,  and  shall  come  from  the  Kiac's 
Treasury;   and   at  e\ery  each  of  these  four  spears  shall  i)e 
alteiiding  four  Rarons  of  the  said  Ports;  and,  the  said  day,  the 
said  Baronn  of  the  Port«  shall  eat  in  the  king's  ball  at  diuuer, 
next  unto  the  king  or  queen  at  the  rig;ht  hand. 

"  God  save  Englond  and  the  Towne  of  Uye  P* 

llie  Customal  is  of  great  importance,  as  a  further  exempli- 
fication of  the  Charters,  and  also  as  an  euimtile  of  the  peculiar 
manner  in  which  each  port  acted  in  carrj'ing  toe  various  articlcn, 
contained  in  the  eamc,  into  practice. 

/  Lyon,  in  his' History  of  Dover*  {published  in  1814),tti»M 
the  CuBtomala  of  Dover,  Sandwich,  Koniucy,  Rye,  and  Win- 
Chelsea,  obeerving  that  these  are  all  tliat  arc  knowu  to  have 
been  preserved  to  our  own  time. 

"  Roger  Mortimer,  constable  of  Dover  Castle,  in  the  reign 
of  Edward  the 'Hiird,  ordered  each  of  the  mnyon  of  the  Cinque 
Porta  and  their  two  ancient  towns,  to  deliver  into  his  Castle, 
at  Dover,  copies  of  all  their  ancient  customs  and  usages,  which 
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tlic7  bad  ei^ojed  from  their  tirst  cnfrenchiscmcnl,  so  that,  in 
case  any  apiwal  to  him  for  erroncousi  judgment,  in  any  of  the 
mayor's  court*,  he,  as  judge  of  hi«  court  at  Shcpwav,  might 
luve  a  guide  to  rfgiilnle  his  own  decisions. 

*'  It  wiw  B  ruli;  witli  the  Borons  of  the  Ciiic|UP  Ports,  that 
their  ancient  customs  were  not  to  give  place  to  new  statutes  or 
new  lawa.**  Thus  M-e  see  of  whut  great  importaoce  the^ 
origin  ally  ivcrc. 

An  the  CuslomaU  of  tlifftrent  Ports  Taricd  In  some  few  par- 
ticulars from  eadt  other,  it  mny  not  be  iminlcrrHting  to  [xiiiit 
them  om,  for  the  nmiiscmcnt  And  initruction  of  ihoBc  who  are 
curious  ill  tbcjc  matters. 

In  Rye  the  mayor  was  chosen  on  the  Sunday  next  after  the 
Feast  of  St.  Bartholomt-w,  which  is  August  24th,  nt  the  cross 
in  the  churchyard,  clown  to  the  year  IGUJ,  when  he  was  chosen 
in  the  court-hall ;  but  Ntill  on  n  Sunday,  until  ihc  year  163'2, 
when  the  day  nai  changed  to  the  Monday  next  after  the  Feast 
of  St.  Hurthohmicw,  and  so  continued  until  the  passing  of  iha 
Municipal  Coriioraiion  Art,  in  18;io,  when  the  election  of 
mayor  uas  6xcd  to  lake  place  not  only  in  Itye,  hut  in  all  the 
corporations  in  England,  on  November  iith  in  every  year. 

Id  I>over  the  mayor  was  chosen  on  the  Feast  of  the  Nativi^ 
of  our  Lady,  which  is  September  8th. 

la  Sandwich  the  mayor  was  chosen  on  the  Monday  next  after 
the  Feast  of  St.  Andrc^^  the  Apostle,  which  is  November  ^Oth* 

Romney  was  originally  {^verned  by  a  bailiff,  but  ou  tihat 
day  chosen  does  not  appear,  tliough  in  case  the  town  was  at 
any  time  without,  the  Archbishop  of  Canlerbtiry  was  to  send 
one.  This  prlvilcfce  of  the  primate  arose,  it  may  be  presumed, 
out  of  the  power  orif;i)ifilly  pu&scisscduver  this  town  by  his  pre- 
deccssors,  as  far  hack  as  the  time  of  William  the  Conqueror, 
wlicu  it  wiLS  said  to  be  the  property  of  /Archbishop  i'lcfcinoud. 
This  Port  is  now  governed  by  a  mayor,  and  hna  been  suice  the 
rei^n  of  Elixabelli,  who  is  annually  chosen  on  the  Annunciation 
of  the  Blesftod  Virgin,  .'^lareh  '^6th,  uuleas  it  falls  on  a  Sunday, 
and  then  he  isehoaen  ou  the  foUuwinK  day. 

In  VVinchelsea  the  mayor  is  chosen  (for  though  the  Parlia- 
mrnlary  K«fi»rin  Bill  has  deprived  both  this  port  and  Kiimncy 
of  their  representatives,  yet  the  Muiiici]Kil  Coi-jiuration  Itcform 
Bill  has  left  them  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  alt  the  other  privi- 
l»es  which  tlKT  potscasetl  at  the  time  of  its  pnuing,)  on  the 
Sunday  after  Easter,  that  is,  on  Kaster  Monday. 

In  Haslin)^  the  mayor  was  chosen  on  the  third  Sunday  after 
Kaster,  when  the  freemen  assembled  on  the  beach  and  elected 
him,  aflcr  which  he  went  to  the  court-hall,  and  was  sworn  in. 

In  Hythe  the  mayor  was  ehoaeo  on  Candlamas  Day. 
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The  puoisliment  for  refusing  to  execute  (be  office  of  mayor 
when  elected  wa«,  in  Kyt-,  "  lu  beat  down  his  chief  tenemeat." 
In  Dover  the  eommons  were  "to  draw  down  his  chief  ino»- 
sua^"  lu  Suiidwich  the  comiiioiiuliy,ineT  three  notires,  were 
"  to  |iiill  down  his  house ;"  but  if  the  house  he  lived  in  mis  nut 
his  own,  then  he  was  to  be  disfranchisL-d,  and  oever  to  be  re- 
stored to  ht9  freedom  until  he  submitted  lothecommonalty.  In 
Kouinevi  when  any  one  chosen  to  be  a  ma^^tmle  fw  the  rear, 
for  the  governance  of  the  town,  refused  to  act,  **  the  bailiff  and 
commons  went  to  his  house  and  put  him  out  of  it,  tOfrethcr  with 
his  wife,  his  chiidpen,  and  lii^  servants,  made  fast  the  windows, 
sealed  the  doors,  and  se(]ueslered  his  pjinis  and  ctiatlcls  ;"  and 
if  be  broke  m  uijoii  his  jimperty  he  was  inipriBoned  niiiil  he  msde 
■grecmeul  with  the  coinmon».  In  Wiuchi-laea  the  cotnmous 
were  tx>  go  and  "  «hut  in  his  chief  ceiieiiieiiL" 

In  case  of  the  death  of  tlie  mayor  of  Rye  before  the  end  of 
his  year  of  office,  the  jurats  were  to  assemble  the  commons  and 
elect  a  new  one  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  In  Dover  they 
did  the  same.  In  8<iiidwich  tiu  provi^iion  was  made  for  ibis 
emev^ncy  ;  while  in  Winchelsea  each  jural,  in  his  turn,  was  to 
perfum)  the  office. 

In  Rye  the  eommonalty  was  finmmoncd  by  the  ringing  of  a 
bell  on  the  t«p  of  the  court-hall.  In  Dover,  Sandwich,  and 
Romnoy  n  horn  was  blown  for  the  satnc  purpose.  At  VVin- 
cheWn  a  horn  was  also  hlown. 

In  Rye  there  was  a  baililf  appointed  by  the  liing,  under  the 
seal  of  the  Court  of  Chanceiy.  In  Dover  it  was  the  same. 
In  Sandwich  there  was  also  a  bailiff,  who  received  liis  patent  of 
office  from  the  king  under  white  wax,  because  they  paid  no 
attention  to  patents  under  f^reen  wax.  In  Wiuchelsea  ibis 
officer  was  appointed  under  the  great  seal.  But  in  llomney  the 
bailiff  came  under  (he  noniiuation  of  the  Archbishop  of  CauCCT' 
bury,  with  a  commission  itealcd  with  the  great  seal. 

la  Rye,  Dover,  Sandwich,  and  Wiuchelsea  the  bailiff  an- 
pointed  an  under  officer,  who,  in  Dover,  was  called  a  sud- 
Dailiff;  in  Sandwich,  a  catch-poU ;  in  Rye  and  Wiuchelsea,  a 
scrgcsnt;  vhile  in  Rumncy  I  nnd  no  such  office  mentioned. 

In  Rye,  Dover,  Smulnich,  and  WinoheW-a  the  mayor  ia  die 
coroner  ;  hut  in  Konuiey  Customal  no  meniiun  i»  made  of  such 
an  oHiccr.  In  Ryi-  thti  niayor'a  sergeant  summontrd  ii  jurv  to 
view  the  dead  body  ;  in  Dover  and  Wiuchelsea  the  bailiff  did 
it;  while  in  Sandwieh  it  merely  says  the  mayor  and  jurata  are 
to  inquire  into  the  matter. 

In  Rye,  if  any  one  was  diarged  with  a  crime  affecting  lift 
and  linib,  he  might  ectpiit  himself  by  meuns  of  compurgators. 
In  Sandwich,  Romoey,  Wiuchelsea,  and  Dover,  the  &ame. 
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Wben  any  atiax  wus  couUerancd  Co   death  w  the  town  of 
Hye,  he  v/aa  (o  he  executed  by  the  bailitf  or  hi»  scrgeAnt,  upon 
the  SnltufHA,  oit  tbe  east  Mile  of  the  (oven,  behind  the  salt  vtuUt 
^of  the  •tiimi". 

Id  WiiichelsiMi   criitiiiiuU  «'cr<.'    to   be   lian^tt   in   tbe   Salt 
Martib,  on  thv  nortli  sitk  of  the  ton-n,  in  the  kiU  wnter  of  the 
ime  towu;  hut  nu  mention  U  tnudc  ol'  the  otBoer  by  whom 
'execution  vras  to  be  done. 

lu  Dover,  all  those  who  sutrcrrd  dcutb  n'cre  led  to  a  cli^ 
called  SharpncES.  If  the  critninid  vas  condentaed  at  (he  suit 
of  the  king,  the  baililf  nns  to  do  execution ;  if  at  the  suit  of 
come  other  piuty,  the  apjK-llor  was  to  do  it. 

In  Sjindwirli,  all  who  u-crc  f^ondenincd  in  cases  of  appeal  of 
life  and  member  were  to  be  buried  alive,  at  a  place  set  a^rt  lor 
this  purpose,  at  Sandoicn,  called  the  Thiefs  Dowu.  But  by 
whom  it  saitb  not. 

In  Kfimney,  when  a  man  was  found  guilty  of  felony,  and  was 
eoadL-mncd  lo  be  huiigcd,  the  haitid'  found  tbe  gallows,  and  tlie 
rope,  anrl  tbe  sitter;  and  he  who  made  the  appeal  the  hanj^aa. 
But  if  he  could  not  liod  the  latter,  then  he  was  to  do  that  utiice 
himself;  aud  he  niight  keep  the  prisoner  id  gaol  until  he  fouod 
•  hanfcman,  or  ehosc  to  execute  hitosclf. 

In  Uye,  Dover,  Komney,  and  Winchelsca  criminals  were  al- 
lowed sanctuary;  but  the  Customal  uf  Sandwich  m»k<-»  no 
•Uiuion  to  it.  la  this  ciuc  the  crituiuid's  goods  and  chattels 
were  forteiled  la  the  king. 

It)  Kyc,  u  mati  found  cutting  a  pur»e  had  one  ot  his  cars  cut 
off}  if  he  came  ngaia  into  tbe  town,  hu  lost  his  oUier  ear ;  if  a 
third  time,  he  wim  liiihic  to  lo»c  bi»  life. 

In  Dover  a  cutpume  was  placed  in  the  pillory  for  tlic  first 
offence,  when  the  pc-oplt;  nw^lit  do  liim  any  vUlaiiy;  and,  aller 
that,  he  bad  one  ear  cut  olf  and  forswore  the  town,  when,  if  he 
rctijtmcd  a  second  time,  be  lo»t  bi»  other  car. 

In  Sandwich  the  pickpocket  was,  on  proclamation,  seutenced 
to  lose  one  car,  and  to  abjiuc  tbe  town.  And  if  any  person, 
though  not  the  F>amc,  l>c  foinid  to  t>c  without  lui  ear,  or  inarked 
as  a  thief  (whether  marked  in  the  towu  or  not),  be  was  to  be 
condemned  to  die. 

In  ttunniey  a  cutpurse  was  set  in  the  pillory,  at  the  consent 
of  the  party  robbed,  and,  by  the  Mime  consent,  he  lost  one  ear  ; 
be  was  thca  to  pay  a  fine  to  the  tou-n,  and  forswear  entering  it 
ever  aj!;ain.  If  found  a  second  time  he  was  acain  placed  in  the 
pillory,  and  lost  bis  other  car.  If  found  a  third  time  in  the  towti 
cutting  a  pnrse,  then  be  wus  to  bear  another  sign,  by  which  be 
WBi  to  be  known  as  a  thief;  or,  at  the  CMisent  of  tbe  partyi  was 
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In  Winchclsea  tlie  punishment  of  the  cutpurse  was  similar 
lo  tl>at  in  the  tnwn  of  Rye. 

la  cose  of  bloodshed,  the  mayor  <>r  aciy  of  the  jurats  of  the 
lown  of  Rye,  on  seeing  the  same,  nii^lit  aiia(.-)i  ilie  guilty  iwuty, 
without  tlif!  suit  of  aay  other,  and  call  u|K>n  him  to  give  aun-iy 
for  kreijiug  the  king's  jk'uc*  ;  aud  if  he  resisted  the  mayor  or 
jurats,  he  might  be  put  to  a  good  6ne. 

In  Dtiver,  on  complaint  made  of  bloodshed,  the  defendant 
vas  to  he  an'arded  to  prinon  till  he  found  pledges  to  auawer  ihi- 
party  ;  and  if  he  came  not  at  the  first  court,  he  and  his  pledges 
were  aiuercei],  and  tliey  ucre  bound  over  to  appear  at  tiie  next 
court. 

In  Winchelttea  the  bailiff  miglit  attach  any  man  nithoul  aiiy 
usent,  when  be  drew  blood  of  uiotbcr  in  violence,  might  put 
htm  in  priiion,  if  he  that  was  hurt  would  pursue  ;  and  he  might 
ul»o  put  hira  to  pledge  for  the  peace  to  be  kept.  Andif  any  man 
nill  mnke  any  rescue  agniiistt  the  hatlilf  for  drawing  blood,  the 
mayor  and  the  sworn  men  ^hull  help  him,  if  they  Be  rr<[uircd, 
on  the  king's  behalf;  and  that  may  the  mayor  and  eieir  jurat 
do  when  tbcy  sec  any  mou  striking,  or  disturbing  the  king's 
peace- 

In  Sandvfieh  and  Rnmney  there  ia  no  article  touching  on  tbe 
particular  charge  of  bluudithed, 

In  Rye,  if  any  man  (Mhcther  freeman  or  atranger)  bad  com- 
mitted any  felony,  and  Ded  there  fur  refuge,  while  he  conducted 
himself  well  and  truly  was  not  to  be  attached,  unless  by  order 
of  tbc  lord  warden. 

Ju  Dover  the  custom  was  to  leave  such  a  man  at  liberty, 
without  suit  wsfi  made  in  due  form^  unless  he  brought  >vitb  him 
bcasi*  or  other  efliile,  which  people  had  reason  to  Huspect  ««rc 
stolen,  and  (hcu  the  ballitV  put  liiin  in  prison  fur  three  or  four 
days,  to  see  if  any  one  apjeared  against  him,  and  if  no  one  did 
ap|)ear,  and  he  could  give  no  satUfitctor)'  account  of  how  he 
came  by  the  beasts,  tbcttc  were  to  be  forfeited  to  tlic  king,  and 
]ic  set  at  liberty. 

In  Sandwich  the  felon  •aas  only  to  be  given  up  to  the  man- 
date of  the  lord  warden,  nnd  even  then,  if  be  coidd  lind  nix 
bonitsmrn,  he  was  in  be  taken  from  prison  and  delivered  to  his 
bail.  H  is  trial  nnd  tinat  judgment  M-cre  to  Cake  place  within  the 
frant'hise  of  the  town. 

In  Wineheleea  the  custom  wag  similar  to  that  ofSandwich. 

Id  Romney  nu  provision  vva«  made  for  this  case. 

In  Itye  any  violence  otFered  to  the  mayor  wns  severely  pu- 
nched: but  neither  of  the  other  Ports  contain  a  siinilnr  article. 

Whcti  any  man,  u  stranger,  came  into  the  port  of  Rye,  and 
dnelt  there  for  s  year  and  a  day  (being  of  good  character,  and 
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desiring  the  fraacbiK),  he  might  go  to  the  plnjne  common 
(x>urt,  praying  for  the  same,  when  it  was  anaracd  what  hr  was 
to  pay;  whicn  being  paid,  he  look  llie  freemao's  oath,  and  wm 
duly  enrolkii. 

lit  Dover  there  is  no  rule  laid  dovn  for  the  admission  of 
freemen. 

la  Sandwich^  stranger  va&  admitted  to  llie  freedom  of  the 
town  in  the  .same  manner  as  at  Uye,  only  he  had  to  find  four 
(urctics  for  the  true  and  faithful  jjerformaiice  of  liia  oath. 

In  Hoinney.  if  a  •jlraiii^e  man,  of  good  hfc  and  cunvt-rsalion, 
be  dwelling  within  the  to«u,  and  desire  for  lobe  a  freeman,  the 
jurats  may  grant  the  franchise,  he  paying  to  the  commotis  as 
tiusj  may  aecord. 

fa  Wiiicbclnca  the  custom  was  the  same  as  in  the  preceding 
towns. 
'      At  tlie  conclusion  ofhis  oath  the  nen*  freeman  in  Kye  exclaimed,   / 
*'  So  God  me  help !"  while  he  of  \Viuchels«a  said,  "  So  Gi>d  mc   / 
help,  and  All  Saints!"     In  the  former  place  he   kissed  the 
mayor;   in  the  latter,  the  book  or  Bible.     In  Rye  he  ]>iiid  a 
fee  of  two  atiillinp  to  the  mayor's  scrgeantj  and  two)>cnce  to 
the  common  clerk  for  the  entry.     In  Sandwich  he  put  into 
the  comRK^a  hum   thirtcuti   prnee  for  hht  iidmiA»ioii,   of  M'hich 
the  mayor  had  twelve  pence,  and  the  common  ward  man  one 
penny. 

In  Kye,  if  a  man  was  the  .son  of  a  freeman,  born  after  his 
father  was  made  free,  he  was  admitted  on  his  father's  copy, 
without  paying  any  fee.  If  he  was  a  native  of  the  ton'Q,  but 
not  born  free,  he  paid  twenty  shillings,  and  if  a  stranger  (that 
is,  not  born  in  the  town),  forty  shillings  for  his  fn-edom,  and 
one  ahillitig  for  bottles  and  hooks ;  of  which  two  last-men i toned 
[things  the  tirst  was  a  leathern  bucket  for  carr^'iiig  water,  and 
the  other  a  large  hook,  with  a  very  long  handle,  for  the  purpose 
of  pulUug  down  buildings  in  case  of  tire,  to  prevent  its  progress, 
which  in  a  town  built  entirely  of  wood,  as  Rye  originally  was, 
I  iDuat  have  been  very  rapid,  if  not  thus  stayed. 

In  Sandwich  the  freeman  a  fine  wat)  sumetimea  half  a  mark 
(six  shilling!!  imd  cigbtpcrieej,  wmietinies  forty  pence,  according 
as  the  person  might  be  useful  to  the  coromunily  in  the  king's 
Mr\-icc  and  other  occaitiunii.  In  this  town  strangers  might  ob- 
tain their  freedom  in  three  different  ways :  m.  by  paying  a  sum 
of  money,  as  above ;  by  marriage  with  a  free  woman ;  and  by 
purchase  of  a  free  tenement. 

In  Homney,  any  son  Imni  after  Ins  father'*  frewlom  was  free, 
but  nut  otherwise.  No  dhf":itimate  sun  could  be  admitted  by 
birthright.     A  stranger  paid  forty  shillings  for  his  freedom. 

In  Winchclsca  no  mention  is  made  of  (he  precise  sum  to  be 
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paid  oD  adtniMion.     At  present  ihc  charge  ia  three  guincoa  r»r 
the  Maiti|),  ftml  Out*  t»  the  cor|K>nition. 

The  niByor  ami  c»mmonal ly  of  Rye  had  power  to  grant  and 
coiitirm  the  Innds  ftc,  within  the  frnnohiflo,  to  chnaterien  i>r 
iniiMc*,  to  the  support  oftbc  hospital,  or  to  Uiv  work  of  the 
churcli  of  Ryp,  without  licence  of  tlie  king,  of  any  other  lord,  or 
statute  miitle.  ^ 

The  mayor,  jiinits,  and  eommonaJty  ofWinchelsea  hnd  the 
same  {Mwrr;  hut  no  rnrntion  U  made  of  such  in  the  Cuslomnl 
of  either  of  the  other  Ports.  Is  it  posnible  that  this  nriviloge 
va»  gmntcd  to  the  two  ancient  tonasj  and  not  to  the  older  Five 
Ptorta? 

In  Kyc  a  court  of  record  was  held  on  every  other  Wednesday. 

In  D«vcr  it  was  held  every  Friday.  From  Uic  beginning  of 
han-cst  until  MichaelmaB  it  xrm  held  on  SitndAy.  From  the 
Friday  next  before  Christmas  until  Saint  Hilary  be  passed ;  and 
from  the  time  that  the  Passion  be  entered  uduI  fiflecn  dtya  of 
Easter  be  pas9e<l>  they  used  to  hold  no  court.  The  court  vn» 
held  on  Sunday,  not  to  interfere  with  tlie  i?ctting  iu  of  the  crops 
of  one  year,  and  sowing  the  seed  for  another.  The  tiro  periods 
when  no  cx>urts  were  held  were  the  great  feasts  of  Christmas 
and  Riister,  and  thvsoleiim  fust  of  I^^sioa  Week. 

Sandwich  held  a  court  weekly;  but  on  what  day  I  know 
not. 

Romney  had  its  court  evciy  other  Monday;  Hastings  on 
altcrnutc  Saturdays ;  and  Winchelsca  once  a  fortnight,  on 
Tuesdays. 

In  Kye,  if  any  married  woman  carried  on  bu.<tine3son  her  own 
account,  and  was  surd  for  a  dcbt^she  wna  to  answer  without  the 
presence  of  her  h)isb.ind. 

Id  ^uQd^vich,  if  a  married  woman  dealt  publicly  in  tish, fruit* 
cloth,  or  the  like,  and  was  sued  (or  the  amount  of  goodit  deli- 
vered to  her,  she  was  to  answer  with  or  without  her  husbandf 
as  the  creditor  pleased. 

In  WincheUea  the  custom  was  the  same  as  in  Rye. 

Iu  Dover  and  Romuey  there  was  no  proviaion  made  for  (his 
CJiAe. 

Awoman,  on  the  death  of  her  husband  in  Rye,  on  applyini; 
to  the  mavoT  and  jurats,  had  tlie  dowry  of  such  lands  end  teite- 
ments  us  der  husband  died  seized  of  delivered  to  her. 

In  Dover  the  wi<lovrer  held,  during  the  term  of  his  life,  the 
heritage  or  purchase  of  bis  late  wife;  and  the  widow,  in  the 
same  way,  held  her  late  husband's  property,  so  long  as  abe 
kept  herself  sole ;  but  if  she  married,  then  she  lost  the  profit 
thereof,  and  it  went  to  the  next  heir,  or  to  tlte  executor  ia  ga- 
velkind. 
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TTie  (ustomfti  of  Romney  wiys,  "  no  widow  shall  hv  endowed 
f>^ol)I(^^  IiiihIs  or  ti;ncnu-rit»,  within  the  franchise,  thau  Uiuse 
her  husband  dit'd  srized  of." 

StndwicK  nnd  Winchcl!«a  arc  silent  on  tliis  point. 

In  Rye,  in  the  case  of  any  fault  in  the  judgment  pronoimoed 
by  the  mityur,  he  and  the  jurats  mif^ht  hare  intcrparlance  with 
their  brpthrrn  of  the  Fivp  Porls  at  a  Brotherhood,  as  to  the  best 
mode  of  rectifying  the  error, 

In  Dover,  if  any  jwrty  complained  of  fidae  judgment  to  the 
ilord  warden,  he  sent  his  writ  to  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  bailiB*} 
to  do  rii^ht  to  the  party ;  and  if  they  did  it  not,  tbe  warden  might 
•end  a  weond  and  third  time.  If,  after  this,  justice  was  not 
done,  the  warden  mt^htsend  his  lieutenant,  or  come  himself,  into 
the  fruncliisc,  iiud  do  right  to  tbe  party  agL^rieved,  as  tho  u&a^ 
of  the  port  was. 

In  SaiKlwicb,  Romney,  aiid  Wiucbelsea,  no  special  mention 
ia  made  of  this  ri;iht ;  but  as  it  was  provided  for  by  the  Charten, 
probably  tbey  did  not  deem  it  necessary.  These  make  the 
appeal  to  the  warden,  whereas  Rye  made  it  a  cuatom  to  consult 
with  the  Brotherhood. 

These  ore  the  prineipal  partioultrs  in  which  the  tteveral  Cus- 
tomaUof  the  I*ort«  ditK-r  from  enoh  other;  ahowing  thi-  inanner 
tn  which  each,  in  its  individual  character,  curriud  into  clTccc  tho 
various  powers  and  privileges,  which  were  conveyed  to  them  by 
ttbe  Charters,  in  their  general  or  corporate  character.  They 
differ  in  trifles,  but  not  in  essentials. 

The  Customa!  of  Rye  conlains  65  articles:  that  of  Rom- 
fctiey,  ({4  i  of  Saiidwicfa,  46  ;  of  Winchel.<i«a,  -Ui ;  and  of  Dover, 
■only  37. 

Tbe  Dover  CuRtomal  concludes  with  these  words :  "Thus  end 
the  Liberties  of  Dover." 

Winehelsea  thus :  *■  These  writinss  were  compiled  by  Thoraaa 
Tlokcruani,  Town  Clerk  of  WinchclscQ,  A.n.  1547." 

RvL-  cuds  with  these  few  emphatic  words :  "  Ood  save  Eng- 
lontf  and  the  Townc  of  Rye." 

While  Xtomuey  ends  with  this  valuable  information:  "Alao, 
it  is  to  wit,  that  the  usapes,  all  in  the  manner  as  they 
be  here  before  written,  were  thus  returned  in  the  Castle  of 
Dover  by  the  command  of  Sir  Ro^r  Mortimer,  Consuble  of 
Dover  Cnsde,  nnd  Warden  of  the  C'nupie  Port*,  on  lh(?  morrow 
after  Saint  Michael,  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  B<lward 
HI;  and  all,  at  that  same  day,  returned  every  town  of  the 
Cinque  I'orts  their  usages,  which  tbey  claim  for  to  use  withio 
themselves.     Amen.'* 

The  dace  of  this  must  have  been  September  30th,  13d6, 
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There  are  some  few  obsolete  words  in  these  Cuslomnli,  wliich 
1  »lmU  endeavour  to  txpUiii  before  proctedinK  funber. 

AB«*ai««-     DcIiBdoar. 
Ac<ri'TiuN,  rat.     RxGcptlan. 
Anp,  ciihJ.     Or. 

AltntLi:,  vtri.     To  nBmc  <yt  ln«crt  In  oriliir. 

lttai>i,<'r^    A  liuah«n(l.     BaiuD  mil  Pome  are  law  lemw  for  inun  and  nih. 
KLrHinnuR.1T,  tub,     Injufr. 
ItHiixiEn.  i«6.     A  IfiithIh  brewoi. 
C'uvKDT  l(iunK,(uA.     A  nmrriHl  woimn. 

CvTrnKtr.  »uA.    A  tbii-l  who  cul  pnnM  trom  peofilo'i  glnttn.  "«hM  il  «••  tie 
Kiiilom  to  curry  Uirtn  Ibcre. 

TU  COSTll»BV,  p.       To  Jo  OHltlli'lK  Ml  ■■IllKMllllin. 

To  no  -TMi!  Coi'JiiBT.     Tn  nuiiiiiion  u  liiinilipJ  oarl. 

f.Tinirn ,  ml/.     Etr-Ty.     KtL-ij  Kioli.     E»t>r]r  onifc 

FuHTHWiTH.  iti/t.     I'Dgrthcr  wlUt. 

FoBTiiXK,  r.'n-i.      To  liii|ij>cu. 

IlKAhtH,  tnt.     Iloacliis. 

licDWtkLcnt,  f«i.     Iitlinlillnoli  of  th*  port. 

ijiTEarktiLiNcr.fv^.    liellbcmlion.    CvDautlnllon. 

I^TCantPT.  ai(/.     I  iili'cruiilcil.     lllndifrtMl.    Molr»tnd. 

KNUU-LEnai,  ivrA.     Toiicknowl«la»i. 

Mkrct,  (iifi.    AniMclameiit  or  Ano.    80  csllE<d  hMnoM  lerM  at  Ibe  sercy  of  iw 

mayor. 
MoRTiricATiox.  -iiii.     The  poww,  or  «cl.  of  ronvr^lni;  pTO|*rty  into  ■orbMM. 

An  fjprfw*""-  wuM.     Moilmain  laeBU*  Ue*d  II«nd  ;  ftlorllllf  alioa,  Uiv  Ut  of 

l«ln$  ibe  titnl  triolltiiw. 
OlaiuHT,  rub,     liii-|ii-<'iliiii. 
OvEiuinnT,  »«*.     Oterlookliig.     Can. 

OT'Hrnirtiii-,  (n'ru.     Ilinxlly  ikcrou.     In  B  trRn<i»r«*  pmiiJun. 
rt-erf,  iflj.     Fnlf.     (From  ItiP  rrpncl)  IViii,"  Kiill,'"  "  O^n.'" 

rriuninTn,  tot.    TbD  wi*c  dih)  ditcrerl  men. 

rniHi,  int.    Muniliigi 

ItKtBFti,  parf.patt.     Siintmiinnl.     Cnllril  toK^tbrr. 

Sill  Ni»'.  i"A.     »ii1l  lUm'.    Nni,  B  iJiMc  or  |i<iliil  of  Iniid  Julllaft  oul  inla  Uie  (Ml 

nnil  Silt,  (ruui  iliu  w.iw  Im-iiik  »o. 
SieVT  *Uir;  PMinra.     Liw  tctnic.    Siciit  hIIh  It  s  writ  tMiu<l«lif«  Ui»  Brit  wu 

not  itni-ii;lL>rl  ui ;  bjii]  Plun^i,  or  Pluii»,  wna  a  third  writ,  ItMtcd  am  failun  of 

llir  ■■'■^iiiid. 
$i*tbb:c,  ii.<(.     ijlilvr*.    Tlie  true  Stuton  plunit. 

Vil.L4H«,  **A.     Ml*;blef. 


For  the  extracts  nimle  from  (ilher  Cu»tomal«  than  that  of  Rye 
I  tm  indplited  to  the  Hcv.  John  Lyon,  who  inserts  ihem  in  hia 
*  History  of  Uovcr,' hut  ilorjt  not  very  clearly  show  whence  he  ob- 
tained a  slight  of  them.  IlJK  wordi;  arc,  "a  nianuscri|>[  in  the 
possession  of  11  gentleman,  vrhosu  nncextors  filled  a  high  oflice 
10  Dover  Ctuitic,  contains,  among  much  interesting  int'onnatiDD. 
copies  of  seveml  of  the  CustomaU  of  the  Cinque  Porta  and  their 
two  ancient  towns."  He  adda  nothing  more,  leaving  ic,  I  sup- 
poM,  to  hp  inferred  that  he  copied  his  Customals  from  those 
nboT«  alluded  to.  But  this  ia  not  material,  any  further  tliuti  to 
sliow  thill  Lyoii  had  not  Mvn  the  luajiuscriuC  in  the  British 
Museum ;  iiiasinuch  us  this  diners  in  Kvcral  particulars  from 
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hiieopyofthpCiistomfll  of  Rye.  Totlies^- (Iis<*Pfpancie«  vre  ^linll 
non  call  the  attention  of  our  readers,  uitd  for  UiU  purpose  ahull 
take  the  articles  in  regular  succesdoD. 

Artie/e  1st.  Tlie  Mauuscript  hkjs  the  election  of  ouiyor  is  to 
take  plxcc  at  the  crosa  in  the  churchyard  ;  hut  this  is  omitted 
ill  Lyon.  When  the  iuhabilants  of  live,  in  IM2.%  elected  a 
ma^r'or  in  opposition  to  the  corpomtioii,  they  nsscmhlrd  in  the 
churchyani,  at  a  spot  iieur  Uic  south  potrh,  where  the  croRS 
vas  supposed  to  have  stoMl,  their  legal  adviser  con^dering  thi» 
a  maUer  of  some  imporUmcc. 

4th.  in  the  mayor'B  oath  Lyon  omit-i  the  \vord  profit,  wiyine, 
**  the  commou  of  the  same  keep,"  uud  not  "  the  common  profit 
of  the  aame." 

5lh.  LyOH  Mays  the  jurats  arc  to  be  choMrn  from  "the  pru- 
dcm?c  of  ill)  the  conimonnlty."  The  MS.  nays  "the  pnirfrnts." 
Why  not  "prudent,"  a»  vfcU  as  "wise,"  or  discreet,  which  is 
ol'len  thus  Ufied  ? 

7lb.  I'hc  MS.  ^vcs  these  n'ords,  as  part  of  the  niQyor*ii  ser- 
geant's oath,  vir..  "  true  arrests  1  shall  do,  and  tnily  all  other 
executions,"  but  nothing  about  the  common  clerk;  whereas 
l^onBays,  "tnic  arrests  and  true  entrance  I  shall  make  villi 
the  common  clerk  of  all  arrests.*' 

8th.  Lyon  omits  the  words  uhtch  direct  that  the  bailitf*8 
eommission  was  to  be  read  in  "  hundred  place." 

12th.  Lyon  says,  ''the  mayor  shall  do  the  county;"  the 
MS.,  "shall  do  (he  country."  Lyon  says,  the  party  indicted 
waa  to  staad  "  before  the  county ;"  the  MS.,  "  before  the  court." 
Lyon  has  "in  due  form  of  taw;"  the  VIS.,  "  in  due  form  of 
die  land.*'  The  foniier  haH  ''bis  proclamation;"  the  Inuer, 
"  like  pniclamation.'* 

Uih.  The  MS.  !»«y»,  the  bailiff  is  to  "do  execution;"  and 
Lvou,  "to  see  Gxccutioii."  It  appears  to  have  been  the  duty 
of  the  bailiff  or  his  deputy  to  execute  criininids,  therefore 
"  to  do"  ia  mim-  proper  than  '*  to  sec  execution." 


I6lh.  In  lite  MS.  il.  is  said,  "the  itltyia  ought  to  be  holdcn 
iu  the  market,  and  picyn  hundred;'  whdc  Lvon  says,  "they 
ought  to  be  holdoii  in  pleyn  hundred"  only.  The  omission  of 
tile  M'ord  market  may  not  seem,  at  first  flight,  to  be  of  much 
moment ;  but,  irhen  we  come  tti  remember  thai  many  courts 
were,  in  the  ancient  and  Hini])le  timas  of  our  Siixim  anei-slurs, 
held  in  the  open  air,  it  will  sene  to  mark  the  antiquity  of  this 
article  of  the  Cuatouiul,  onlainiag  that  tlic  hundred  court 
should  be  held  in  the  njwn  market. 

IGth.  Lyon  says,  the  mayor  must  attoch  the  moveable  floods 
"within  the  fraacbiae;"  white  the  MS.  omits  them,  which  i» 
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DOC  B<>  wcU,  suppuaiDg  l)ic  ttt&yor  to  have  ua  l{|;bt  to  altaefa.| 
goods  "  nut  of  the  franchise."  IjVoti  adds,  that  the  goods  nrc^^ 
to  be  altachfJ  by  the  "oath"  of  thi-  mayor;  whereas  the  MS. 
atati-»  mun;  corrcclly,  aa  we  think,  that  (hfy  are  to  be  attiichcd 
by  the  "oviTtiitht"  of  the  mayor.  Lyon  says,  the  good»  are 
to  he  forfeited  if  the  accused  is  "  committed,"  wiiich  e^Hdently 
must  be  wron^,  as  the  commitment  in  fircvious  to  trial,  and 
befiire  a  man  can  be  found  guilty;  but  the  MS.  much  more 
limpcrly  says,  if  he  is  "convict,"  The  MS,  says,  "the  ap- 
pellant in  nowise  may  be  ftb.«cnt,  albeit  he  .th'oiilrl  declare 
nothing  against  him ;"  but  Lyon  snya,  "  the  appellant  shall  in 
noirise  be  absent,  nhcn  he  declares "ngainst  him.  who  hath  so 
appealed.*'  Tins  is  contradictory,  because  the  appellant  must 
be  present,  otherwise  he  could  not  declare  a^in.st  bim.  The 
words  "of  n  foreign  country"  oi'c  omitted  l»y  Lyon,  whereby, 
the  sense  is  less  perfect ;  for  there  is  a  ditl'crenL-e  between  a 
stranger  and  one  of  a  foreign  country ;  the  former  means  an 
Enf>Ushman  not  of  the  town,  the  ktter  a  native  of  some  foreign 
realm. 

I8th.  Lyon  has  "  decree  of  the  church ;"  while,  in  Ibe  MS., 
it  is  "  degree  of  the  church."  The  former  appears  to  be  the 
preferable  word.  The  MS.  says,  "the  mayor  6hall  anawcr 
unto  the  toM'n"  for  the  goods  and  chattels  of  the  lelon  seeking 
sanctuary;  Lyon  says,  "unto  the  cronD,"  which  I  would 
Hubmit  is  wron{».  as  whatever  the  mayor  had  the  right  to  seice 
belonged  to  the  town,  wbilc  what  the  bailifi' seized  went  to  the 
crown. 

l!lth.  The  MS.  says,  "any  one  found  cutting  n  purse  in  the 
market-place  or  any  other  pl.ice,  he  shall  lose  one  car."8tc. ; 
while  Lyon  Hnys,  "anyone  found  cutlina  a  ptirse  shall  lose 
one  of  his  ear;  in  Ihe  market-piacf,"  which  is  a  pTefi->mble 
reading. 

2  lat.  Lyon  says,  the  fclon-forcigner  mtist  find  "  six  pledges  f 
while  the  MS.  simply  Sflys.  "any  pledges/' 

S'lth.  Where  Lyon  wrhc»  "but  the  jurats,"  &c.,  it  should 
be  "by  the  jurats,"  &«,  as  in  the  MS. 

■28th.  The  MS.  soys,  a  stranger,  previously  to  receiving 
his  freedom,  must  have  resided  "  n  year  and  a  day  in  the  town ;" 
but  Lyon  suys  only  "a  year,"  which  I  consider  wrong,  for 
the  former  was  certainly  tJie  rule  acted  on,  and  (his  agrees 
with  the  CaslonmU  of  Rimdwieh  and  M'iiicheWa  ;  that  of 
Dover  is  silent  im  the  subject,  and  Romney  specifies  no  par- 
ticular time.  Lyon  snyn,  the  new  freeman,  htivine  Inken  the 
oath,  was  to  "  kiss  the  book ;"  whereas  the  MS.  oirectK  that 
he  should  "  kiss  the  mayor,'*  and  this  1  believe  to  have  been 
the  custom. 
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29th,  Lyon  concludes  this  article  vitb  (he  wards,  "  free  and 
stable  for  ei.'cr;"  while  the  MS  says,  "(inn  and  stable  for 
ever,"  nhicli  scviua  more  currcct. 

30tli.  According  to  the  MS.,  when  certain  conditions  of 
the  rccof(ni/^iicc  wen-  rcconlcd  by  thf  mayor,  they  could  out  be 
brokeu ;  bm,  according  to  Lyon,  it  seems  as  though  they  could. 

3let.  The  MS.  aays,  "the  mayor  and  commonalty,"   (kc.; 
rWbereaH   Lyon  Hays,  "the    Bnrons  and   commonalty,"  which 
nnusc  be  wroug,  because   tbc  Barons  and  comiDonalty  arc  tbe 
same. 

.'loth.  Lyon  bait  "  the  party  plending  to  iaaue  his  own,'*  which 
ut  not  vcr>'  clear ;  but  the  Sib.  has  tbe  words  "to  puruie  bis 
account,"  which  in  intelligible. 

SCth.  The  MS.  saya,  when  any  freeman  scctb  his  foreign 
debtor  "  within  the  franchise."  wbich  three  last  words,  though 
very  important,  are  uot  in  Lyon.  The  latter  has  •'  chattels  or 
furniture;"  while  the  former  has  "bis  chattels  fugitive,*'  which 
greatly  improve  the  M'use. 

■■    3{^tb.   Lyon   has  "free  commons  aud  delays;"   while  the 
EpIS.  has  *'free   summons    and   delays  j"  the  word   Eumroona 
beiog:  more  io  accordance  with  ihe  preceding  part  of  the  arljcle 
than  commons. 

43d.  Tbe  MS.  says,  "the  mayor  shall  require  the  tenaut 
to  deliver  tbe  down,';"  I.yoii,  on  the  contrary,  '' shall  rccjuire 
the  hutidml  to  deliver  the  dowiy." 

4(>tl).  Lyuii  says,  '*  he  thnt  is  so  behind  in  the  said  rent  shall 
come  before  the  mayor,**  ^c. ;  but  the  MS.  much  more  pro- 
perly says,  "  he  that  so  Inckelh  his  rent,"  because  it  was  for 
the  landlord,  not  for  the  tenant,  to  complain.  The  words, 
'if  be  rome  and  say  thnt  he  claimrth  not  tbc  said  lands  and 
tenements  to  hold  of  him,"  arc  rather  obscure.  The  meaning 
aeems  to  be  tliis  :  "  If  he  come  and  sny  tlint  he  clninieth,  not 
to  hold  of  him ;"  that  is,  tbat  the  lands  and  tcncmcnu  are  not 
the  plaintifTs  pro|)erty. 

48th.  Lyon  writes,  "wheresoever  the  king,  or  sovereign  lord 
egc,  haili  nmily  ;"'  aud  the  MS.,  "  wherever  the  king  our 
cign  lord  Kalh  liege  and  amity ;"  which  latter  wc  prefer. 
Lyon's  wiirds,  from  "  A.B."  to  "in  writing,"  are  not  ao  clear 
as  those  in  the  MS. 

AOtb.  llie  MS.  has  "picagc  or  stuUagc;'*  but  Lyon  omits 

Etcage.     Where  the  former  has  "tenements"  at  the  end,  the 
ittcr  has   "tenuuis."      Tbe   Ibrmcr   is   the   better   word   we 
subtnit. 

diet.  In  this  article  Lyon  is  evidently  wrong  in  anying  a 
itwn^r  could  claim,  etjually  with  a  freeman,  to  have  a  share 
in  any  merchandize,  because  this  ia  directly  in  opposition  to 


the  spirit  of  the  Charter  and  Ciislotna),  which  secure  this  right 
as  a  prinleg«  |>ccu1iar  to  n  Ireeman  ;  and  the  concluding  part 
of  our  Cuatomal  says  cxpreasly,  "that  no  maimer  of  stntogcr, 
wbataoever  condition  he  be  of,  huve  no  part  without  the  (»ooil 
mil  of  the  freeman.*' 

62d.  Lyon  omits  the  words  of  the  Cbarlor  baring  reference 
Co  IrcUndj  which  we  have  inserted,  and  which  may  be  useful 
to  the  reader  as  he  does  not  give  the  Charter,  and  iherefon: 
it  cannot  be  referred  to  in  his  work. 

bSd.  Lyun  conchides  nith  tlie  words.  "  free  through  ibe 
whole  realm  of  England,"  which  our  ^IS.  does  not  contain, 
aud  conaefjut-ntly  is  not  so  explicit  as  Lyon's. 

66th.  The  MS.  says,  "the  mayor  shall  be  tried;"  Lyon, 
"  the  matter  shall  be  tried."  We  prefer  the  former  because  the 
mayor  was  the  party  to  be  tried  on  the  chai;ge  of  "  lack  of 
justice." 

5"ih.  Lyon  writes, "  whether  he  be  of  himself  of  the  fran- 
chise or  also  of  other,"  uhirh  hiis  no  meaning ;  hiii  the  follow- 
ing words  in  the  MS.  make  sense  of  it:  "whether  it  he  of 
them  of  thu  fruncbis*:  and  «Ur  of  other."  That  is,  whether 
the  merchandize  was  bought  of  n  freeman  or  else  of  a  stranger; 
and  lieing  often  used  in  the  MS.  for  "or." 

6?*th.  iTic  MS.  says,  "the  mayor  shall  have  the  view  of 
the  child ;"  while  Lyon  has,  "  the  mayor  shall  have  the  vptc  of 
the  child."  'Whcihtr  "  vevc"  is  so  correct  as  *•  view*'  we  must 
leave  lawyers  to  decide. 

Perhaps  our  reatlera  may  think  we  ba\~e  been  too  minute  and 
over-scru|>ulou8  in  thus  uoLicing  all  these  Utile  discrepancies 
belwcen  the  Customal  inoerted  in  Lyon's  work  aod  tbat  which 
we  hav-c  copied  frum  the  manuscript  found  in  the  British 
Museum. 

Should  such  be  the  case,  ourapolo^  must  l>c  that  the  glory 
of  tlieCiucinc  Porta  has  dcjMirted;  ihutj  OS  .^neaa  awd  to  Dttlo, 
"Troja  fuii,"  Troy  was,  but  is  not;  so  we  may  My,  "the 
Cinque  Ports  have  been,  but  are  no  mons."  Their  Ohartera 
are  become  waste  |Hipcr,  their  Custoiuals  n  dead  letter.  In  the 
next  (i;»'iu'mtion  there  will  W  «i-iuvfly  a  living  evidence  of  the 
nnrinit  usagea  and  customs  of  the  Ports;  hrncr  nc  have 
tlionght  that  every  litlto  brand  plucked  from  tlu-  devastating 
6re  of  all-consuming  Time  may,  at  some  future  period,  osauiue 
a  value  which,  at  the  present  moment,  it  does  not  possrn. 

Wv  will  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of  the  Cusiomal  of 
Kye. 

The  Rrat  arttclca  relate  principally  to  the  election  and  ap- 
pointment of  the  various  municipal  otfircm.  who  were  to 
administer  jiuticCj   and    watch    over   the    varioas   rights   and 
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jmvileeeH  which  were  granted  to  the  Ciiique  Ports  and  andcnt 
towns  by  the  ChurtcRs,  and  exempli  lied  by  tlieir  Ciistotnuls. 

'Hie  pleclicin  of  mayor  was  ongioally  fixed  on  the  Sunday 
next  nllcr  the  Fenst  of  Saint  Bartholomew  th«  Apostle,  nor 
wu  this  day  peculiar  to  Rye  ulcnc,  as  wc  find  that  the  mayor 
of  Hastings  was  likewise  cnoiten  on  a  Sunday.  This  arrangc- 
ment  was  made  when  the  Romiui  Catholic  v/aa  the  cstnbhslicd 
religion  of  the  liind,  nitd  as  this  Cii»timinl  of  Kycwasinuse 
in  the  yrar  KViS,  being  the  ninth  of  Kli»ilicth,  we  may  con- 
clude the  election  took  plnee  on  the  Sundny  at  that  time.  Thus 
it  continued  down  to  the  year  \*j<i'i,  when  the  election  was 
choHf^  to  the  Monday  after  St.  Rartholomew,  and  was  then 
held  in  the  courl-hall  and  not  in  the  churchyard-  When  the 
mayor,  jurats,  and  commonnhy  were  »H!>emhled,  the  mayor 
took  bia  place,  on  the  centre  of  the  bench,  in  a  m-hI  with  arma, 
having  the  king's  arms  over  it  to  mark  his  precedency;  un 
either  side  of  bim  were  arran^d  the  jiiralSj  hi's  deputy  on  his 
right  handr  while  in  front,  ou  either  side,  was  placed  a  niacc, 
one  beloDginf;  to  the  mayor's,  and  the  other  to  the  town's 
sergeant.  Tlie  ninyor*!>  sergeant  then  cried  on  the  court,  when 
the  mayor,  having  made  a  few  remarks,  explanatory  of  the 
business  fur  which  they  were  railed  tojcelher,  ilie  commons  or 
coinmoiiiiity,  thnt  !«,  all  that  body  of  free  Bamna,  who  were 
ooC  jtiruts,  retired  to  ihc  outer  hull,  and  elected  for  their  mayor 
the  jurat  who  bad  l>Geii  put  in  nomination  on  the  previous 
Saturday,  on  which  day  nn  av^Mfnibly  wits  held  for  that  special 
purpose.  It  will  be  ahsprved  here  that  the  jurats  remniuvd  in 
the  inner  or  princi[>nl  hidl,  taking  no  part  in  the  election. 
Such  W.1S  not  the  case,  we  suppose,  in  enrlier  times;  for,  as 
the  new  mayor  was  not  couipc-lled  to  choose  for  his  jurats  all 
or  any  of  those  of  his  predecessor,  an  old  jurat  might  at  once 
be  deprived  of  his  honour  as  a  magistrate,  and  of  bis  privilege 
of  voting  aa  one  of  the  commons.  But  wtieu  the  custom  was 
iDtrodiiccd  of  nuniiualing  the  same  jurats  year  after  year, 
eatablishing  the  Qifixim  "once  a  jurat,  nluavs  a  jurat ;"  then 
it  iras  no  more  than  just  and  equitable  that  Ihit  body  should 
rriraiti  from  voting  i»  the  election  of  a  mayor.  The  commons, 
having  elected  their  mayor,  returned  to  the  inner  halt,  and 
communicated  bis  name  to  the  common  or  town  clerk,  who, 
having  pritclaimed  it,  sworv  him  into  office;  when  the  old 
nmynr  put  ititu  bis  hands  his  white  wand  of  office,  an<l  fivr- 
rendcretl  to  him  his  seat  The  new  mayor  then  returned 
thanks  tii  the  nimmonulty  for  the  honour  eonfem-d  upon  him, 
and  proceeded  to  call  his  jurats,  from  whom,  being  snnrn  in, 
he  selected  one  to  net  aa  his  deputy.  This  has  been  considcrrd 
an  unjastifiahle  innovation,  no  such  officer  being  recognized 
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either  in  the  Charters  or  the  CtiRtotnnl,in  tbescDSc  hercadoptetl. 
'I'hc  Charter  of  Charles  II  provideit  that,  in  case  of  sitrkntss, 
infirmity,  or  necessary  ubiH-HL-c  fnmx  llie  tomi,  ou  ihr  jiart  uf 
the  RiiLyoi*,  he  may  make  and  cnnstitiite  one  of  the  jurittt  to  be 
his  tli:puty  under  those  eircumstAnccS,  nud  (he  same  jurat  to 
be  his  deputy,  whenever  tlic  same  caitae  may  arise,  during  his 
mnyamlty,  without  any  frcKh  nppointmcnt.  Tbe  ditlercnct: 
seema  to  be  that,  by  this  Charter,  the  deputy  was  only  to  be 
uppuiiiled  in  »  ca«c  of  necessity  when  snvh  should  nrisc ; 
whereas,  by  the  new  custom,  the  mayor  (w-lecled  n  deputy, 
whether  he  was  required  or  not,  from  sny  of  tlic  causes  above 
cnunicrntcd.  Rut  it  in  fair  lo  observe  here  thai  Jeake  aaya, 
long  before  this  Charter,  the  custom  of  ilyc  was,  in  the  ab- 
aence  or  sickness  of  the  mayor,  for  the  eldest  jurat  tu  act  m 
deputy  of  the  mayor,  and>  in  his  stead,  to  do  all  that  the  marot 
miebt  do,  althou|ch  such  jurat  had  no  deputation  in  writingj 
under  the  baud  and  seal  of  the  mayor  to  authorize  him  there-'' 
unto.  He  alludes,  bc9ide9>  to  an  opinion  of  Sir  Ito^vr  Man- 
wood,  which  he  bad  seen,  in  Queen  EUzabcih'B  time,  con- 
firmatory of  the  same. 

By  the  custom  of  Kye  and  the  other  poru  (thoufth  not 
B|>eeified  in  the  Charter)  the  number  of  jurats  whm  to  be  iwrlvr. 
Jeake,  writing  in  li>78,  upwards  of  a  century  iifier  the  date  of 
our  MS.  Customal,  says,  "  of  theae  jural!*,  by  the  customs  of  - 
tbe  Purts>  in  every  cnrporation  should  be  twelve  besides  the 
head  officer,  as  it  were  a  jury  of  juMioi'*.'*  Of  the  old  custom 
there  can  be  no  doubt  but,  after  Jcalie's  time*  this  number,  in 
the  course  of  years,  was  really  lessened  much,  and  virtually 
still  more.  I  say  virtually,  because  some  were  appointed  who 
wore  never  cspeeted  to  act,  and  others  who  never  could  act. 
When  tbe  Ctiiqiit:  Pi>rts  first  returned  members  to  parliamtrui 
tbcy  were  to  reiiirn  some  of  their  own  body,  fiTc  Barons;  and, 
uflenviU'dft,  whiin  stmn^rs  were  elected,  it  was  considered 
necessary  that  these  should  be  free  Barons  also;  whence,  on 
being  chosen,  as  their  representatives,  they  were  subsequently 
admiltrJ  to  tbe  freedom  of  the  (own,  and,  white  tt^preseuting 
the  town,  these  were  nominated  jurats,  but,  (if  course,  ivers^ 
never  expected  to  perlbrni  the  duties  of  llie  office;  while  olhcra, 
though  freemen  of  the  town,  residing  at  a  great  distance  from 
it,  were  unable  to  act.  Thus,  from  one  cause  and  another,  the 
jumta  at  last,  d\rtndicd  down  lo  the  small  number  of  mx,  who 
were  resident  and  thercfurc  capable  of  performin);  their  func- 
tions. This  was  the  case  in  IHIK  nnd  alM  in  iK'iJ,  «<)  appears 
by  the  petition  presented  to  tbe  House  of  CommouB  in  the 
laiiex  year. 

Wc  may  obaerve  here  that  the  first  time  the  title  of  mayor 
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is  recognized  in  in  the  Charter  of  Edward  111.  If  he  refuaed 
to  take  the  oHicc,  when  elected,  the  coinmona  nerc  to  pull 
down  his  house.  The  mayor  bad  the  privUi-fic  of  mukiiip  a 
freeman,  during  bis  year  of  office,  ntid  this  he  generally 
exercised  on  the  day  of  hia  election. 

The  mayor  and  jurats  having  been  chosen,  then  with  the 
commons  proceeded  lo  elect  the  foUovring  oQicer»,  viz.:  the 
town  clerk,  chumbcrkiin,  mayor's  sergt^nt,  common  sergeant, 
clerks  of  the  Riai'ket,  crier,  inid  scuvcDjjer. 

The  tunu  ctvrk  uus  tbrnirrly  culled  the  common  clerk, 
WcauM  be  uus  a  i-wminoncr,  Jeuke  Miyn;  uiid  aI«u  fruni  beiufc 
clerk  in  common  tn  all  the  diflerent  courta,  whether  ihotie  held 
belong  thv  mayor  ikiid  juraUt  hIoiic,  ur  iUom;  in  which  the  com- 
monnlty  were  also  aiwicmblcd  and  hud  u  voice.  This  officer 
ixsued  all  summunsip.i,  warrant?,  and  other  do<ruinrnt«  nece»Miry 
to  the  due  udmintntnition  of  justice,  was  the  lc{;ul  adviser  of 
the  corporoiion,  and  made  the  nerc«»ary  entries  in  all  their 
records.  Ilia  salary,  of  late  years,  nas  twenty  pounds,  inde- 
pendent of  hia  fees,  which  were  as  followt : 


Far  ptoon*  Id  adebt  under  fort/  ■Mllini;*. 
SwHnonii  .... 

Ortlnl  nwl         .  .  .  -  . 

Kuln  uliinliit*         .... 
AIlockmEiil      .  ■  -  -  - 


*  « 

1  a 

I  6 

s  0 


Totnl  ■  •  -  -         10    * 

For  mciy  luuimuiM,  I*. ;  ind  foi  rarti  Monant,  3t. 

The  chamberlain  ts  not  mentioned  in  the  Customs],  though 
Jeakc  tells  us  it  was  cuatomury  to  send  this  officer,  an  one  of 
the  representatives  of  the  town,  to  the  Brotherhood.  It  was 
his  duty  to  collect  nil  rcnta,  to  keep  the  accoiint!i,  niid  to  9iu|>e^ 
intend  the  work*  ordered  to  be  done  by  the  coqiorate  body. 
His  salary  was  tea  pounds  a  year. 

The  mayor's  seigeani  was  chosen  by  himself,  and  Mas  also 
called  sergeant  at  maec.  He  was  to  e\ctTiitc  all  proceUCB 
issuing  from  the  court  of  record  and  to  summon  all  juries. 
His  annual  nalarv  was  twelve  guineas,  besides  which  he  was 
entitled  lo  the  following  fees  on  a  proceui  for  debt  under  fortf 
Bhilliogs : 


SutniPOM 
Oidct  ttM 
Bute  abMlnle 
heiyltm 


TaUl 


1  0 

1  o 

I  0 

IC  9 

13  0 


Tlie  Cuuomal  does  not  recognize  a  common  sergeuiil  uor 
doe«  Jeakc  Bpeak  of  one  j  but  one  was  elected  of  late  years. 
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He  attended  all  courts;  but  liia  principal  duty  seems  to  hnvc 
been  to  aumman  the  freemen  or  commonalty  to  all  a:<scmblics, 
and  hcDCtf  lie  was  callnl  the  oommou  (or  perhaps  »hoiild  \k 
called)  the  coiiimoii§'  clerk,  as  bein}^  more  particularly  their 
ofKoer,  in  coiUradtsiinctiou  to  the  mayor's.  His  salary  was 
eight  ffuincaa  a  year. 

The  clerks  of  the  raarket  were  to  attend  the  market,  which 
\ra»  rorincrly  Iield  twiec  a  vcck  in  tlic  market-house,  on  Wed- 
nesday and  Saturday,  toinapcrt  the  weights  and  nieaaurcB,  see 
that  all  pruvisiuiitt  thero  e\hibiied  were  {|^ud  and  nholesome, 
and  to  collect  tliu  tolU,  which  \rt:re  th[-irpen|ui9itea,  and  consti- 
tuted the  only  pay  ihey  received  for  their  attendance.  The  two 
ser^aiita  were  usually  the  dci'ks  of  litte  years,  and  received  the 
tolls  of  the  market  in  idtcrnatc  weeks.  These  officers  are  not 
rocniioned  by  thin  nfinie  in  the  CuHlonial.  I>ut  Hccm  to  have  duties 
very  aniilojrims  to  those  of  the  broker«,  whose  election  is  provided 
for  in  the  sixty-first  article  of  the  same. 

The  towu  criei'a  duties  were  to  give  public  notice  of  all  SiUes 
by  miction  or  otherwise,  when  called  upon  to  do  so,  and  also  to 
publish  all  proclamstions.  He,  likewise,  was  to  impound  all 
stray  cattle.  For  these  various  thinirs  he  was  to  be  paid  certain 
small  sums,  as  agreed  on  between  him  and  his  cmptoyers.  and 
which  constituted  his  salary. 

The  scavenger  waa  to  sweep  the  streets,  for  which  he  received 
a  small  weekly  stipend,  besides  the  manure  he  collected. 

M  the  general  scaalona,  held  in  December,  four  constnbtcs 
were  apiiointed ;  one  of  wliom  was  called  the  high  constable. 
Then,  also,  was  choaen  a  grand  jury,  whose  business  it  was  to 
prcacnt  all  nuisancca,  and  to  e^tnmine  all  weights  and  measures 
in  the  town,  to  see  that  none  were  defective ;  while  all  inhabitants 
-between  1;>  and  <J0  were  lo  appear  to  be  enrolled. 

The  above  we  believe  to  be  a  pretty  correct  outline  of  the 
municipal  constitution  of  Rye  for  a  very  long  period  anterior  to 
the  lime  of  [KissinK  the  Municipal  Cortioration  Act,  which  was 
in  llic  sixth  uf  Williatn  IV,  SejiU  9th,  IS.V>,  and  by  which  the 
old  svHlem  will  entirely  done  away  with,  and  a  new  one  esta- 
blished In  its  sCeud. 

By  this  act  no  new  frpcman  can  be  elected ;  but  any  man 
who  would,  under  the  Charter  and  Customal,  be  entitled  lo  his 
freedom  b^  birth,  still  retains  this  ri^ht,  and,  by  virtue  of  it* 
may  vote  mr  a  member  of  parliiiment ;  but  this  has  no  efloct  as 
regards  his  strictly  municipal  rights.  In  this  latter  respect  the 
name  of  freeman  is  extinct.  Now  every  man  who  has  resided  in, 
or  within  seven  milcaof  the  town,  and  oci'iipicd  any  housi.-.  ware- 
bouae,  rati n line- house,  or  shop  therein,  for  three  years  previmis 
lo  the  last  duy  of  August  in  any  year«  is  a  biurgcss  of  ilic  bo- 
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rough,  and  emitted  to  vote  in  Lhe  elccliim  of  town  oouncillora, 
provided  lie  is  of  full  age,  and  has  paid  the  poors'  rates  on  the 

BOIDe, 

The  overseem,  every  year,  are  to  make  out,  on  the  .Ith  of  Sej)- 
teD)l>Fr,  tiliih»t)riictd  list^oriill  pt^rMins  entitled  to Imt  burgesses; 
one  of  wliirh  li^U  they  are  to  hand  tn  t)ie  town  rl«rk,  one  to 
■Jfix  mi  or  near  the  uiiter  door  of  the  cuurt-hnll,  nnd  another  to 
keep  themselves,  and  which  latter  they  arc  to  allow  any  uersoti 
to  prnuc  at  all  rca»onablv  hours  bctwc«n  the  fifth  and  lilteenth 
days  of  September,  in  every  year,  without  the  payment  of 
any  fee. 

The  town  council,  Mhich  consists  ofi^ixtecn  members, lias  the 
niaimgcinent  of  all  the  munioipnl  nliiunt  of  the  town,  snd  are 
elected  us  follows,  tiz.  :  Uti  the  tst  of  November,  |K35,  each 
bdi^ess  who  chose  to  vote  made  out  a  list  of  sixteen  persons, 
whom  be  thought  most  6t  to  fill  the  office  of  councillors,  nnd 
these  lists  were  delivered  to  the  mayor  then  in  othce.  who  looked 
thrm  over,  to  ascertain  the  sixteen  who  had  the  ranjority  of 
votes,  and  these  were  declared  to  be  elected.  Of  coune  euch 
couiicillur  must  l>c  on  the  burgess  list  to  be  eligible. 

The  oouncU  being  thus  constituted,  they  were,  on  the  9th 
«f  November,  to  choose  from  their  o^rii  body  four  aldermen, 
who  were  to  be  magistrates  of  the  borough  so  long  as  they  con- 
tinued in  olhce.  And  on  this  same  day  thoy  tvere  to  elect  a 
mayor,  who  was  not  necessarily  an  alderman,  but  be  might  be 
cho«cn  from  any  part  of  the  body.  The  council  b^'urs  the  title 
of  "The  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  CuuneiUors  of  the  Borough  of 
Rye."  The  electors  are  called  •' The  Bnrpessea  of  Rye."  While 
the  whole  corporate  body  arc  styled  "The  Mayor,  Aldcrraco, 
Rtid  Biir^Rses  of  the  Uorough  of  Rye.** 

Tlie  council  mnsist  of  four  aldermen  and  twelve  councillor*. 
Four  of  the  luitcr  go  out  of  office  every  year,  on  November  Isl, 
when  the  burgesses  elect  four  othcre,  or  the  same  nguin,  if  ihey 
think  tit,  to  supply  their  places.  'IVo  of  the  aldcnncn  go  uut 
of  iiffic*  every  three  years,  but  may  he  re-elected. 

Two  assessors  are  to  be  elected  by  the  burgesses  annually,  on 
the  1st  of  March,  whose  duty  it  is  to  hold  an  open  court,  in  con- 
iunctioii  with  lhe  mayor,  for  the  purpose  of  rvvising  the  bui^jes* 
list,  at  some  time  between  the  tirst  and  tiftcenlh  day  of  October, 
in  every  year,  of  which  three  days'  notice  must  be  given. 

On  the  Ist  of  March,  also,  in  ex'ery  year,  the  burgesses  are 
to  elect  two  auditont,  whose  business  it  is  to  csaminc  the  trca- 
anrer's  accouuu  on  the  Ut  of  March  and  the  1st  of  September 
yearly 

The  council  meet  every  year  to  nominate  a  mayor,  on  the  let 
dug  of  November. 
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On  the  9lU  of  November  they  elect  the  mayor,  who,  ou 
beinff  elected,  nmkes  the  following  decUratton ; 

"I,  A.  B.,  having  bat-n  vl<'cto«l  iimyor  for  the  borough  of 
B,)c,  do  hcrebv  (k-c|jirc  that  1  take  the  snid  office  ajwii  myself, 
aad  will  duly  and  faitht'iilty  ftillil  llirr  dtiliv^  tlmrcof,  according 
to  the  best  uf  my  judj^iucnl  und  ubility  ;  und  1  do  hereby  dl^• 
cltife  Ibat  I  am  ftclaed  of  real  or  j>erHonal  vtttate  (or  botb.  an  ihe 
citsv  muy  be)  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  pounds,  over  and 
above  wliat  will  satisfy  my  debtft." 

If  the  miiyor,  on  bcliig  elected,  rcfu«c  to  take  office,  ho  to 
liable  to  a  fine  of  thirty  pounds ;  nn  nlderman,  to  one  of  twenty, 
and  a  councillor,  of  ten. 

The  alderman  makes  a  similar  declaration  to  that  of  the 
mayor,  only  that  he  declares  his  qiiulilicalion  to  be  Jivc  hundred 
pounds,  or  a  rating  of  filteen  pounds  a  year  to  the  poor. 

The  councillor's  quabtication  is  the  same  as  tbc  aldennau'R, 
and  lie  itiakcfl  tbc  same  dcclaratJon. 

On  tlic  day  tbt;  mayor  is  elected  the  ooiuicil  appoint  a  town 
clerk  and  a  treasurer. 

The  mayor  is  not  only  a  ma^fitratc  of  tbc  town,  but  also  of 
the  counties  of  Sussex  tu^d  Kent,  during  his  mayoralty  and  the 
year  ensuing. 

The  Iowa  clerk,  treasurer,  auditors,  and  assessors  have  the 
following  salaries^  viz. : 

£ 

Tto  1o«il  cleik  .....  S« 

Tim  ltrB»UMt  .  .  .  .  •  10 


J. 
0 
U 


The  ■luiiiarr,  cadi  (bilbnlo  noUii  ng.) 
'l'b«  oweBfoii,  encb  (da.) 

Tbc  mnjurbad 


30    0     0 


llie  council  have  power  to  make  a  borough  rate,  and  also  lo 
make  hy-lan'B ;  wliich  latter  one  was  exercised  on  October  '2Uth, 
183<^,  but  which  are  too  long  to  insert,  having  nothiog  very 
particular  in  Uiem. 

As  the  Act  of  Parliament  has  been  so  reeeutly  passed,  by 
which  the  new  munici{>al  constitution  of  the  town  la  now  re- 
gubtlcd,  wc  trust  the  outline  wc  have  here  given  will  he  sufficient 
to  show  tbc  ditlcrcncc  between  the  old  and  the  new  system. 

Bcaidcs  the  officers  above  mentioned,  there  was  a  king^s 
bailiff  and  bis  sergeant  in  the  town.  The  former  waa  appointed 
by  a  commiB^ioo  from  the  king,  under  the  gront  sciil  of  the 
chancellor.  His  othce  waa  not  an  annual  one;  but  he  held  it 
at  the  pleasure  of  tlie  king.  Whenever  a  new  one  was  ap- 
[toioted,  be  nos  obliged,  bflfore  he  could  c?Lccut«  his  office,  to 
show  bis  commission  to  the  mayor  and  jumls  in  the  hundred 
plttce,  where  it  whs  read,  and  the  mayor  called  upon  him  lo  take 
Dia  oath  to  observe  the  usages  and  customs  of  the  town  ;  and 
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Tien  the  linilifT  pWted  his  iwrgeant,  fiir  whose  iicHon«  he  was 
ansiTfr.-ibtcr,  tmd  who  iitso  took  nii  oath  similar  in  spirit  to  that 
taken  by  his  sii)>pnnr. 

\Vh:it  tvrre  the  prL'<'i)iv  diilic^  of  the  kin|2^a  bailifTare  not  so 
clffarly  defined  ait  we  could  wish ;  but  we  must  endeavour  to 
miikc  them  out  as  ttcII  as  ve  can. 

The  bailiff,  though  appointed  by  the  king,  was  in  many  re- 
■pfCl*  Ihir  scriatit  of  the  mayor,  as  he  had  lo  receive  all  manner 
ofa])[)raln,  and  all  manner  of  plaintt),  as  well  of  Portsmen  as 
■trangera :  he  was  to  do  execution  of  every  plnint  after  its  na- 
tiirc;  and  he  was  tn  take  all  manner  of  lines,  issues,  and  amer- 
ciaments of  him  that  forfciteth  them  to  the  kinf;;  hut  there 
shall  be  no  freeman  amerced  without  the  consent  of  the  mayor 
and  jurats.  If  the  buililT  be  ap])enled,  or  indicted  fur  felony, 
the  iiinyor  shall  receive  appeal  and  have  the  ward  of  the  prii(<>n 
until  the  kia^  have  ordered  another  bailiff.  This  is  the  dtrtini- 
linn  of  his  duties,  aecording  to  the  Customal  of  Dover;  uhieh 
also  says,  the  nmyor.  baihtf«,  and  jurats  may  bold  pleas,  real  aiid 
persDitatj  not  takinj^  certain  points  that  belong  Co  the  Court  of 
Shcpwflv, 

According  to  the  Customal  of  Sandwich,  the  bailiff  or  his  ser- 
geant was  to  receive  all  plaints  of  freemen  and  stnmi^ra  Jn  nil 
cases,  hiippeniiig  in  the  town,  and,  according;  to  the  nature  of 
the  complaint,  he  was  to  attach  or  sutumoas  the  party,  or  take 
security,  and  do  everything  as  the  ease  required. 

Id  Rye  the  bailiff  was  to  collect  the  king^e  petty  customs, 
and  to  execute  all  criminals. 

From  the  above  de^nition  of  the  duties  of  a  bailiflT,  it  appears 
they  were  multifarious,  fitting  with  the  mayor  and  jurats  iu 
Dover,  he  enjoyed  the  dignity  oi'  a  mngi^lratc,  whUc  in  the  same 
Port  he  had  the  custody  of  (he  gaol,  and  in  Kye  was  the  public 
ex  ecu  tinner.  Ue  served  sunimoDBcs  and  made  attachments,  atlcr 
the  manner  of  a  itlieritT's  ofbccr,  and,  lastly,  he  was  a  collector 
of  the  king's  revenue  in  the  Port  of  Rye. 

In  the  Cusioraid  of  this  town,  the'major's  sergeant  makes 
oatb  thst  he  will  "  (rue  arrests  do.  and  truly  all  other  cxecn- 
linns  do."  But  if  he  were  to  prrfonu  these  duties,  bow  could 
the  bailiff  do  them  ?  and  yet  the  latter  swenra  to  "  do  execution," 
and  his  sergeant  that  "he  will  truly  enter  all  arrests  with  the 
common  clerk."  However.lhisapparent  contradiction  is  cleared 
up  in  the  3-)d  article  of  tb«!  Customal,  where  the  duties  of  the  ino 
officers  (the  mayor's  sergeant  and  the  bnilifl]  are  clearly  deliucd 
Id  these  words:  "it  is  aceuitlomed  that  the  mayor's  sergeant, 
fur  whom  the  mayor  shall  answer,  shall  reluru  oil  manner  of 
plaints,  after  tbcir  nature,  an  well  of  indwcllers  within  the 
frauchi«es  of  Kye,  as  of  others,  duelttng  in  other  Ports ;  and  do 


all  muiDCT  of  aitacbmcnts  and  nnninocucB  of  them.  And  tbe 
bailiff  and  h»  »erj«uit  Uiall  rvluru  all  manon'  uf  plaints,  after 
ibetr  uturr,  of  furngn  klnwgcn,  and  thall  du  all  m&aner  o( 
ttttaehmePtB  and  ntmmonses  ojify  of  the  samj!  lbrri]{a  cuwagcn." 
Tiutt  words  need  no  further  comment. 

Tbe  ofiire  of  corGoer,  vhidi  is  as  ancieni  as  tbr  rei^rti  of 
Kiof;  AtUrUtBn,  a.d.  926,  was  held  br  ihe  m»jor  of  R\e  (nmi 
the  cjiriiett  period  of  its  incorporation  with  the  Ciiic|iw  Ports, 
down  tu  the  yt-iir  183%  whrn  the  Munici{>al  Cur]x>r3tioii  Act 
proTidtrd  thai  the  council  kbi>iild  appoint  a  til  pcnoa  (nut  bi;in£ 
aa  nltlvmuui  or  councillor)  to  ix  coroiicr  of  the  bonnt|ch.  Diitr 
an  complaint  being  made  of  this  utuMccsur;  iniMn'atKn  the  law 
wits  altered,  and  the  vaayor  is  now,  sa  in  fbnner  limes,  tite 
coroner  of  the  town. 

Tlie  brokers,  who  wer«  elected  as  mcDlioncd  in  the  CwitAtnul, 
eccm,  as  ve  have  already  stated,  to  have  been  »u|icracded  bj 
ihe  tk-rks  of  the  market.     AVhile  of  tbe  httiltil«  to  Varniuiiili.  of. 
the  lord  woideu,  and  of  the  burgesses  attenOiit);  ilie  c(>n>ii Alien, 
ve  have  spuk^n  at  great  length  in  a  former  ctiBiUer.     It  oiity 
now  remains  tn  iipe:ik,iiii(lcr  ihiNht-iul  of  nffirt-M.  i>f  ilie  uoiniua- 
tion  of  the  chaplain  to  Kl  Barthnlomew's  Church,  *Uu  ikoa 
callcil  the  Gustos  of  the  Hospital  of  St.  Iturthnlnmru.      He  una 
Dominated  by  the  niftyor,  jurats,  and  comiiionnUy  of  Uyc  ;  nndl 
to  show  how  ancient  this  hospital  and  thif  cfiaplain  were,  and 
how  ancient,  alHo,  must  have  been  the  orif^itial  Cuslonial  of  tlie 
town,  it  is  only  neoesaaiy   to  ubnerve  tiiai  the  name  of  the 
chaplain,  in  time  of  fieanr,  Mas  to  be  st-ul  to  the  abbot  of  Fi-- 
eainp,  in  Normandy.     Kow  ue  have  seen  already  that  Ednard 
the  Confessor,  iu  tlic  eleventh  century,  i^ave  Kyc  to  the  abbot, 
and  monka  of  Fecamp,  and  aUo   ihnt,  inconvcnleace  arising' 
therefrom,  Henry  III,  in  the  tfairty-Brst  year  of  his   ruigii, 
A.D    1:24^,  resumed  it  into  his  own  bonds,  ^ving  other  hinds  tu 
the  iibbey  in  return,     llcncc  i(  is  clear  ibnt  the  original  Cus- 
tonial  must  have  been  of  n  date  nnterior to  12<1f),  because  at  ibis, 
rime  the  connexion  between  Rye  and  Fecamp  was  severed. 

We  nil]  now  Speak  of  some  of  t)ie  pnnt&bmeiits  avrarded  to 
delinriiienls,  acconitii;;  lo  the  (^ustomal, 

There  was  a  Icgiil  custom  in  very  ancient  limes,  called  ca- 
nonical piirfi^tion,  uhereby  a  jierson  accused  of  any  felony 
might  purge  himself  of  the  same  iu  the  fotlowinj;  manner:  if 
he  ilfimd  the  frioiiy,  he  <^IIril  ihirty-aix  men  uf  goo«l  fame, 
who  were  lo  appear  til  the  next  hundred  court,  and  were  to  be 
mliK'ud  to  tHelvf,  by  a  jjroevKS  iiol  vrry  cle%r  in  our  C'untomui, 
but  wbii'Ii  vtr  nball  endeavour  (o  i-:k|itBiii  by  meun»*itf  the  si- 
mihkr  artich'  in  that  of  Dover,  Snndivich,  and  Wiiiohelftea;  from 
which  it  npimirH  thut  out  of  the  tliirty-Mx  men  called  in  Dover. 
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'any  w«r«  ubaent,  the  bailiff,  on  the  part  of  thekinj^,  might 
rtlisvt-  twelvf,  iln;  mnyor  nnd  juratn  another  twelve,  and  the 
Kinaiiiing  twelve  wprp  to  be  his  coinpiiri^ators.  In  SitndH'ich, 
if  any  nnt-  oftlK-  ibirlv-stx  were  absent,  on  the  calling  over  the 
names,  the  accused  was  put  to  death.  If  all  were  present,  the 
hnilitl'  mif^ht  put  axnlc  twelve,  and  the  major  and  jurats  twelve. 
In  Winchclsca  the  final  twelve  «erc  to  b«  selected  in  the  same 
wov  11*  in  th^  former  towns;  and  this,  we  may  conclude,  was 
the  custom  in  Rjc.  In  both  these  latter  towns,  as  in  Sandwich^ 
il'iiny  one  of  the  thirty-six  nuswercd  not  lo  his  name,  on  heinc 
called,  the  accused  wsta  to  be  han;;e(l.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
after  twelve  being  legally  n{>pointed.  Ihcsc  ewore,  togother  with 
the  accused,  who  tirst  look  the  oath,  that  lie  was  innoceut  of 
tliL-crime  laid  to  bin  char^f,  thvu  the  accuser  was  condcoiui^d  to 
death.  Tliis  law  of  compur^tion  vaa  repealed  in  the  tliirlvcnth 
of  Charles  II. 

The  cHtpurse,  for  the  first  offence,  lost  an  car ;  for  the  second, 
hift  rcmaiuini;  one;  and,  oil  returning  to  the  town  alter  thiis 
his  life.  A  man  who  atniek  the  mayor  with  hia  hniid,  was  liable 
to  lose  that  band,  if  the  mayor  choitc  to  insist  on  it. 

However  revolting  these  bloody  punish nientM  may  appear  to 
Dft,  who  liu]ii>ily  live  lu  days  when  clviUzatton  has  ao  greatly 
•oftenoti  nnd  hitmaiti/cd  our  Icgii^lutinn,  ihey  were  no  doubt 
quite  in  accordance  with  the  spirit  of  the  times  in  which  they 
were  enacted.  Even  thoac  of  the  present  generation,  who  re- 
member bow  tnaay  crimes  were  punifibablc  with  death  only  twenty 
ar  thirty  year;i  ago,  onnnot  reasonably  oecuse  our  ancestors  of 
cruelty  and  bloodthirsiincss. 

There  is  one  other  mode  of  pitnishmcnl.  or  niLlu-r  a  modiS- 
eation  of  punishment,  mentioned  in  the  Customal,  as  relating  to 
critninaU:  we  menu,  sanctuary.  According  to  this  hiw,  if  a 
man  had  committed  a  felony,  be  might  flee  to  the  church  or 
churchyard  ;  when  the  mayor,  in  his  character  of  coroner,  was 
to  |to  to  him,  and  if  he  acknowledged  his  cnme,  he  forfeited  all 
his  guilds  and  chattels  to  the  town,  but  his  life  was  spared,  pro- 
vided he  took  an  oath  within  forty  days  to  abjure  and  quit  the 
realm  i  ou  iltc  doing  of  which  he  migiit  chooac  any  jKirt  in  the 
rrnim  from  which  he  might  think  fit  to  depart,  but  in  going 
to  this  port  hp  wiM  not  lo  deviate  from  the  king's  highway,  and 
he  was  to  bear  a  cross  in  his  band,  which  uas  to  be  his  safe 
passport. 

As  regard))  the  adminiiitration  of  the  law  in  civil  catiea,  it  seems 
lo  have  licen  bn^vd  on  kouikI  and  equitable  principle?.  A>  an 
ttutonce  of  thiK,  we  may  refer  nur  readers  to  the  iiijd  and  '.ioih 
Biticle«  of  the  Customal,  in  which  il  n  provided  that,  if  any 
plaint  were  made  in  which  the  plaintiff  and  tlefendant  were  both 
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intlwellers,  their  plcn«  wore  to  be  hnlden  from  fineen  day*  lo 
fifteen  days ;  but  if  thcv  both,  or  clthvr  of  tlumi,  wi-rt-  straii^erx, 
thru  the  pli'as  were  to  be  holdrn  from  day  lo  day,  hnforc  iionii 
in  the  morninf;,  and  in  the  uflcritoon  Iwfore  Uu-  middli^  of  the 
ftfti^moun,  after  the  law-mernhant.  Furthertnorc,  the  inirties 
bclnc  called  on  to  give  pledge's  to  pursue  th<;ir  pica,  if  they 
coidd  find  no  pledge,  chat  in,  no  one  to  be  Aumy  for  tIicDi> 
th«.-it,if  llarons  of  Rye,  or  of  iiny«tl»:r  Port,  iboy  put  their  fiiith 
and  truth  on  the  mayor's  mace;  if  straagcns  on  the  bailiff's 
rod. 

The  47th  article  makes  b  very  rcasAnahlc  provision  o^net^ 
waste  in  a  pro|jerty  hy  n  tcnnnt  for  life.  On  complniiit  nmiT 
the  mayor  and  jurat*  were  to  compel  the  tcnuni  lo  repair  swflR* 
ciently  the  Loncmont,  if  he  were  able  In  do  sn.  or  else  after  hit 
ability,  as  it  should  seem  reasonable  to  the  mayor  and  hi» 
brethren  ;  and  in  case  of  the  tenant's  I'eftisaL  lo  obey  this  order, 
he  was  utterly  to  lose  the  said  tenement. 

Lastly,  we  may  notice  here  the  58th  article,  which  nas 
framed  for  the  protection  of  oqihanB.  Here  it  was  provided 
ihut  the  mayor  ahouid  have  the  power  to  take  the  child  and 
all  his  pro])erty  under  hia  view,  to  have  au  inventory  made  of 
all  his  lands,  rcnta,  und  lencnieiits;  one  copy  of  which,  to- 
gether with  the  property,  wns  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  the 
ptiu-diun  ap|)ointed  by  the  mayor,  and  aiiuihcr  lo  rcnmin  with 
the  common  treasurer,  until  the  orphan  become  of  full  «^ 
when  it  was  to  he  deUvercd  to  him. 

If  the  nrphnnliad  relations,  one  WB&  to  be  chosen  as  his  guar- 
dian, to  Mhom  the  property  would  not  descend  in  ea»c  of  hts 
death  ;  if  he  had  no  kin,  then  the  {guardian  was  to  be  some  liuiii 
of  the  friniohisc,  that  is,  a  free  Uaron. 

We  ahall  now  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the  28lh  ar- 
ticle, which  irlates  to  the  election  of  a  freeman. 

In  consequence  of  the  ^reat  expenses  attendant  on  the  fitting 
out  of  the  shipping  in  the  ditlcrciit  Ports,  every  encuuragement 
was  held  out  to  sirangero  to  (tetth  in  thtm,  and  to  Ix-t-omc  free 
Barons      Hence  this  article,  this  original  article,  throws  no  ob- 
Btaclc  io  the  way  of  persons  taking  up  their  freedom,  but,  on) 
the  contrary,  it  only  provides  that  the  stnnirer  should  reside  a 
year  and  a  day  in  the  town,  to  prove  hy  \\\i  conduct  that  he  was 
worthy  of  heinK  admitted  to  llic  enjoyment  of  the  privilef^K. 
Having  done  this,  it  rented  with  himrndf  to  hecomc  a  frecmaot 
or  not ;  for,  if  he  desired  the  franchise,  he  had  only  to  bo  heforo| 
the  mayor  and  juraln  in  the  phiyn  common  court,  and  pray  to 
have  it,  when  it  wait  awarded  what  he  wan  to  pay  for  the  same ; 
having  whi<;h  award,  his  name  woa  entered  in  tbc  common  book, 
and  he  took  the  prescribed  nnih. 
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The  fees  of  different  partieB  on  ndmiuioQ  were  nfterwAPtU 
defined,  iiiul  wrrv  »h  fdllowv,  riz. : 

'I'lif  son  of  II  frct-mao,  liom  afipr  his  iHther  was  free,  was  ad- 
milled,  on  his  fiith<^r'i»  coj)y  of  freedom,  without  any  fee. 

A  nutivc  of  the  town,  but  not  bom  free,  paid  a  fee  of  twenty 
4du  111  tigs. 

While  a  airan^r  (that  i»,  one  not  bom  in  the  town),  paid  forty 
shillinf!^  on  adnn<itiion. 

This  iim»v«tion  was  effected  in  the  reign  of  (jiieen  Ehimbeth- 
After  this  time  otJu-r  changpii  ti>i)k  plaee,  until,  at  last,  the 
nnnihcr  of  freemen,  whieh  in  (he  earlier  (imes  was  coiisidei'nhle, 
van  redured,  in  \H'i5,  to  twenty-eight:  two  of  whom  were  the 
rc|irc«ei]tativcs  of  the  to>Tn,  and  hence  merely  uominal  onea^ 
two  others  were  non-resident;  and  twenty-four  only  « ere  in- 
hahitunts. 

Of  the  e»iise3  of  iheoe  ^reat  changes  we  say  nothing  here, 

we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  at  large  of  them  in  a  sub- 
ticiit  chapter.  We  only  now  mention  the  fact,  by  the /I 
Municipal  Corporation  Act,  a<)  already  ahon-n,  the  only  freemen 
that  can  henceforlli  arise  will  be  those  vrho,  bcring  horn  of  a 
freeman,  would  have  been  fi-ce  had  not  this  aet  beeu  pus^ied. 
Tliis  Dtiiiiher,  in  ii  few  years,  will  be  considerably  reduced,  and 
eTenloidly  :i]l  »ill  die  out,  when  the  old  and  fornu^rly  honoured 
Dame  of  fn-emiin,  or  more  properly  of  free  Baron,  will  be  merged 
in  that  of  free  bnrgens,  »nd  be  forgotten  for  ever. 

It  may  be  ri^ht  to  uv  something  of  the  old  law  of  wiihvr- 
nam,  mentioned  in  artides  4X,  AH,  and  5'».  The  nature  of  it 
scema  well  described  in  Lyon's  Dover,  and  therefore  we  a<lopC 
that,  and  insiert  it  here,  ao  much  of  it,  at  least,  as  i»  »utlieient 
to  elucidate  the  mutter. 

"  If  the  lord  of  any  privileged  jurisdiclion,  or  the  magistrate 
of  a  free  town,  compelled  any  of  the  Oarontt  of  the  Cioquft 
Porta  to  pay  toll,  or  customs,  which  they  were  exemitied  from 
paying  by  their  Chnrters,  or  if  they  were  robbed  by  land  or  by 
water,  or  if  lliey  had  any  debt  owing  lo  them  by  the  inhabitants 
of  another  tunii,  the  creditor  ur  injured  person,  by  npptying  to 
the  mayor,  might  ohlaiii  his  writ  fi)r  any  ])laee  wiihin  the  kind's 
dominions.  When  the  cum{)liunnnt  came  into  court  to  demand 
hia  first  letter,  he  was  nbliged  to  declare  for  what  purpose  he 
ssked  it.  He  luud,  *  Sir,  I  want  letters  of  process  from  this 
community,  tu  nreover  a  debt  owing  to  me,  by  John  Roc.  of  Ibo 
town  of  Calais,  according  to  this  obligation,  or  for  merchundizc 
sold  to  him,  or  for  any  injury  suHtaincd,  and  which  is  justiliable 
in  the  town  in  which  .liilin  lives.' 

"The  mayor  then  ^nted  him  the  letter,  addrenaed  to  the 
chief  majpetniU-  of  the  town  of  CuUus,  or  of  the  town  wheix  the 
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debtor  or  trespasser  resided,  to  reque«t  him  to  exiunine  im 
ihe  merits  of  the  clKiin,  nnd,  if  he  found  them  juslitiabk,  then 
tn  justifv  and  compel  the  said  Juhn  t-ithcr  h>  pitv  ihi:  debt,  or 
to  niake  the  coinplainiint  recompciiM;  for  the  iDJury  h«  bad 
suslaincd. 

*'  If  the  tintt  letter  remained  unanswered  a  limited  time, 
second  wns  sent.,  mid  oIm)  a  tliinl,  uiul   there  tlie  applicalioa 
the  mnf^stratr  or  to  the  ^vcrrior  of  Calais  ended. 

"The  coin|)l»inant  then  went  into  <^ourl  bc-fore  the  ma; 
and  drjxinctl  that  his  li-ticra  hwl  been  sent,  and  tliat  he 
nctc«l  ill  cvorv  ri-iti>cct  as  the  Ian  required  of  him,  find  that  the 
burec»6CE  had  fnileil  in  their  duly  in  not  doin^  him  justice.  He 
again  proved  the  justucse  of  his  claim,  und  the  mayor  pro- 
nounced judj^Qient  a^oinu  the  whole  commoDolty  of  the  tovm 
of  Calais  for  tbv  xum  demanded.  A  urit  was  then  i&sued  to 
fc'ize  the  efiects  of  ibe  fir&t  person  from  Calais  who  should 
bring  merchaiidixtf  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  mayor  of 
Rye,  because  the  nutgislrnlea  of  Calais  had  refused  to  du 
jli»tic«. 

''  If  the  inhahitantft  of  Cal^ua,  after  this  proceeding,  withdrew 
tliemselvca  from  Kye,  to  tnifiic  with  aiiy  other  town  within  the 
bberties  of  tbe  Cinque  Ports,  the  mayor  sent  hts  letter,  wiUi  the 
record,  to  the  chid'*  magistrates,  and,  acrrordin^  to  their  ancient 
eustimi,  tilbcr  of  them  mi^ht  (iikc  a  distress  «i|>oii  the  record 
in  the  same  manner  as  the  mayor  of  Ityc  would  hnvc  done,  if 
tlicy  had  brought  the  [!;oodft  into  hi^  jumdiction. 

'^  Tliougli  ilic  goods  taken  under  this  writ  were  absolutely  foc^J 
fcited  to  the  amount  of  the  debt  and  cost*,  yet,  by  the  coiirtc^H 
of  the  Cincjite  Ports,  the  proprietor  of  them   bad  lime  nllowc^^ 
bill)  to  return  home  to  ncqiuiint  the  magisU'nteK  uilh  what  had 
faappened   tn  him  by  their  ncfrlcct. 

"  If  this  application  of  their  nun  citizen  did  not  induce  them 
to  mukc  the  pm|K'r  inquiry^  niid  to  do  jiiaticc,  the  king's  bailiff, 
aficr  retaining  the  property  forty  days,  with  the  assent  of  the 
magistrates,  ordered  the  goods  to  be  appraised  and  delivered  to 
the  plaiDttlTlo  be  sold.  If  they  produred  more  than  Ihe  dr 
nnd  cost,  the  surplus  was  sent  to  the  owner." 

"  'Hu-  last  mention  of  the  process  of  withernam,  in  the  He- 
oister  book  of  the  Cinque  Ports,"  savo  Lvon,  "was  in  the  vear 

Jenkc  sayis  the  Porta  sent  no  process  lo  forci);;n  corporalimis, 
after  judgment  wa»  given  against  tliem  in  Pa  mm  or  and  Femil's 
case,  and  which  in  to  be  found  in  Anderson's  l^eIlorlx,  though 
he  diiubts  whether  all  customs  of  plocea,  ronlnited  hv  so  many 
Cbartcrs,  and  practised  time  out  nf  mind,  ought  lo  be  conform- 
able to  the  strict  rules  of  the  coiuuiuii  law  of  the  nation. 


THB  ClrSTOMAI,  UP  RVR. 


18.-) 


A"  Jenkr  wrot**  in  Ifi7ft,  his  diilf.  IhougU  not  mentioned, 
probablj  dot-s  not  differ  much  from  that  j^vcn  by  Lyon.  But, 
iinlos  the  writs  oruilhoniam  wi'PC  of  Ino  kimU,  these  state- 
mrnis  arc  irreconcilable  w-ith  the  fact  that,  at  a  Brotherhood 
held  at  New  Koniney,  in  the  year  IftI  I,  the  follnnin^  record 
was  made,  s^iz.  the  m^or,  jm-at*,  and  commonaltY  of  the  I*ort 
of  AVinchclsca  wnv  liiftit  fifty  ikjuikIs  for  their  c-oiitf nipt .  in  not 
making  any  return  of  members  to  tbt-  hoiiiti*,  acconliii);  to  Rti- 
cicnt  usup-  and  cusloia ;  and,  in  caw  of  non-]iayn]f  nt,  process 
of  withLTiiaiii  uasi  im  It  led  lately  tii  bi-  isHiH^t  ng^iiiHt  (hem. 

We  judge  fruoi  thiN  entry  that  there  were  two  kinds  of  vrrils 
of  withernam,  viz.  <nie  lying  aa*inat  other  towns  tmconnectcd 
with  the  Ciacjuc  Pons,  issued  uy  the  mayor  of  the  individual 
town  in  which  the  complainant  rcsiih-d,  and  the  other  issuing 
liiiui  the  Brmherhuod  ajiniiiet  one  or  more  of  the  Ciiii|iie  Pons, 
which  had  infrinffcd  the  lawH  of  the  i^ame.  And  this  idea  seems 
(o  be  borne  out  by  the  words  "  foreign  cor|)i>rnl  iotm,"  msde  ti»e 
of  by  Jcskf  ill  the  extract  abovL-  quoted  from  him ;  from  which 
it  is  nasonable  to  infer  that  he  implies  by  tbem  that,  although 
no  ]>roce88  was  afterwards  *;ivcn  ajpiinst  fnrrign  mrpttnifianf, 
still  process  micht  i^suc  agiiinat  tlieir  own.  A  writ  of  wither- 
Dum  was  not  issuable  against  a  private  individual,  but  only 
ajraioat  a  corporate  body. 

There  ia  one  either  article,  and  only  one.  in  the  Cuaiomal 
which  ue  deem  it  neeeftsary  to  note  here.  It  is  the  Slat,  relat- 
ing to  the  power  of  making  gmuis  in  mortmain,  and  which 
shovra  the  great  importance  which  nor  early  sovereijrns  held 
the  Cinque  I'urts  to  be  of,  otherwise  they  would  not  huve|;ivcn 
up  the  [lower,  which  in  all  other  cases  ihey  jiossessed,  of  putting 
a  vein  oil  such  grants. 

It  appears  (hnt,  in  the  early  periods  of  our  history,  no  one 
could  grant  hinds  in  mortmain  without  the  pcrmisMoti  of  the 
mesne  lord,  and  that  of  the  lord  paramounl  the  king  As,  under 
the  fnidal  tenure,  one  f:;rciit  source  of  (he  soverciffii'a  revemte 
arose  from  the  various  fees,  paid  on  the  death  of  n  tciiani,  on  the 
nlierialion  ot* lands,  on  the  waidi^hipof  minors.nudon  the  mnrrisf^ 
of  heirs  to  c»lal«9,of  course  it  was  necessarj' to  guard  agaiii»Hlie 
Biintcrous  jvranla  in  mortmain,  which  the  clergy,  in  those  days, 
were  always  striving  to  obtain,  and  which,  when  obiaincil,  de- 
prived him  of  these  fees,  and  thus  impoverished  his  exphcqucr. 
Ilcuce  we  iiuiy  judge  how  pixjat  was  the  privilcfic  cmiited  to 
the  Cinque  I'oitt),  in  ullo»iii»  theiit  In  mortify  the  lands,  tene- 
niciit-S  ri-ul-"*,  and  possessions  within  their  liljerty,  without  per- 
uussioii  from  the  sovereign  or  any  other  lord. 

AJthiMigb  by  the  stntute  of  mortmain   Henn,-  VIII,  on  the 
lutttm  of  the  monasteries,  made  it  illegal  to  grant  lan<bi 
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in  mortmain  for  the  futmr;  j*ct  we  find  that  Queen  Maiy 
Bu»p<-i)rlnl  t)it»  statute  for  tw«nlv  rears,  and.  a»  t\iv  rrlt^on 
of  the  Htatc,  in  the  rcijin  of  tllizabcih,  nms  of  a  very  nnn- 
descript  kind,  il  in  [trohiibV  tlieftc  grants  were  not  then  entirely 
done  sway  mth,  and  this  may  be  tlie  reason  why  this  article 
is  retained  in  the  Ctuttntnal  of  Rye,  which  was  dniim  up  in 
tlic  ninth  yi-iir  of  bcr  reifcn. 

Whether  the  Bnronn  of  Rye  availed  themselves  of  this  privi- 
lege we  cannot  [wsitivcW  »av;  but,  in  the  first  part  of  this 
work,  we  have  seen  thnt  certain  marshes  inclosed  on  the  north 
side  of  flic  town,  about  the  ytnr  \'S-i.i,  were  called  Si  Mark's 
MaTBhes,  and,  88  the  church  vas  dedJcnied  to  this  Saint,  it  is 
uot  improbable  that  they  were  granted  for  the  !iu|)jiort  of  tliis 
edifice. 

For  the  purpose  of  carrying  into  practice  the  varioua  lairs 
contained  in  the  Charlors,  and  explained  in  the  CiistomaLi  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  and  ancient  town»,  the  following  »ix  courts 
were  established,  \iz.:  the  Assembly,  the  Guesllin);,  the 
Brotherhood,  the  Court  of  Sbepway,  tbe  Hundred  Court)  and 
the  Court  of  Record. 

In  the  6nit  four  of  these  courts  all  the  affairs,  relatlnji;  to  the 
Barons  of  the  Cimjue  Ports,  »b  well  in  their  individual  as  tu 
their  enqiontle  chiiriicicr,  »vcre  transacted. 

Tile  Assembly  was  a  court  held  in  each  individual  town,  at 
wh!eh  no  one  could  be  present  cither  to  take  iMirt  in  or  to  bo 
s  nicctator  of  the  proceedings,  which  then  and  there  took  place, 
unless  he  was  a  free  Baron.  'I'o  this  court  came  nil  tliase, 
who  were  dcHiruus  of  the  franchise  and  were  quaiilted  to 
receive  it,  to  claim  the  same;  here  they  were  admitted  and 
here  ihcy  were  sworn  in.  At  this  court  were  elected  the  mayor 
and  jumts  and  all  the  municipal  ofBecrs;  iho  aeeounts  were 
examined  uid  passed ;  leases  of  the  town-property  granted ; 
and  by-laws  made  for  the  proinotiujt  of  order  and  peace  among 
the  inhabitants. 

The  Gneslling  was  of  three  kinds.  We  have  set^n  that 
formerly  the  Ports  were  separated  into  two  diviiuonv — the 
eastern  and  western ;  the  former  coiisistinfi  of  tbe  four  in  Kent, 
and  the  latter  of  the  three  in  Sussex.  I'^ther  of  ihese  divisions 
•ccma  to  have  had  the  power  of  holding  a  Uueslling,  which 
was  composed  of  certain  delegates  from  enrb  of  ilK-m,  for  the 
purpose  of  conferring  on  some  iiurticular  busincfis,  which 
affected  the  righu  of  all.  Such  a  (iuevtling  was  held  in  l&lfj, 
an  nhoMii  ill  iinother  part  of  this  work. 

The  second  court  of  GueEilling  was  composed  of  the  majors' 
huilitfv,  mid  other  Barons  of  (he  members  of  the  Cinque  I'ona 


uid  ancient  towns,  such  oa  Pcvensey,  Tenterden,  Folkstone, 
aud  so  on. 

Tlic  third  Gucsltin)^  (and  whence  it  is  eaid  to  have  acquiiiid 
its  name  from  beiiif^  tiiviied  ns  piifsis)  was  wht-ii  tht  nii'mbcnt 
of  (he  sccoud  court  sat  with  the  Brf>l)i(^r)i<i<)«l  to  cuneiult  on  the 
gcnertil  a&int  of  the  head-ports  and  their  meaibers. 

The  Brotherhood  mub  the  Cinque  Ports'  court  of  parliament, 
In  which  all  the  graver  msltvrM.  touching  their  rights  and 
privilcf^cs,  were  referred.  If  iheir  rights  were  infringed  they 
trrak  iinmcdintr  steps  tu  obtuin  rtflress.  If  the  Kuroiis  of  nny 
ifidiviilual  |iort  liuil  rauee  for  complaint,  they  carried  their  case 
before  this  court.  The  bnilifTs  of  Yarmuulh,  elected  by  tho 
individual  ports,  vrere  either  rejected  or  confirmed  in  their 
clectiuu  by  the  lacmlicni  of  the  Brulberhuod.  If  the  iudgiDcnt 
of  the  mayor  of  any  port  was  eomplnined  of  he  might  atibmit 
ib«;  «iHe  to  hilt  hrcilirvo,  the  muyon  of  the  other  ports,  for 
their  advice  how  to  act  therein. 

Tlic  Court  (if  Sh«pw-ay  wiw  the  highest  of  nil ;  it  was  pre- 
sided over  by  the  Loni  Warden,  and  was  the  creat  court  of 
appeal,  to  which  all  dinpulcs  ucre  curried  whtcdi  might  arise 
bettreen  unv  uf  the  Ports  themselves.  Here  alao  were  tried  all 
coses  nflTrvtiui;  the  king's  perxun  and  dignity.  In  thelnat  two 
Courtd,  the  Hundred  Court  and  the  Court  of  Record,  were  tried 
all  otTcncc*,  whether  civil  or  erimitni),  which  arose  in  the 
respective  towns  to  which  they  appertained.  In  the  former 
were  tried  the  eriminal,  and  in  the  latter  the  eivil  suits.  The 
Court  of  llecord  was  held  from  fifteen  days  to  fiftcca  days,  and 
that  of  the  Htuidred  once  every  quarter. 

'Ilie  followinf;  caae  may  ser^'c  to  give  sottie  idea  of  the 
bu»iiiie«s  which  eanie  at  times  before  the  Court  of  Record  :  "  To 
all  CImsiian  people  that  this  present  writing  shall  sec  or  hear 
the  mayor  and  junta  uf  the  town  of  Kye  sendeth  greeting, 
in  our  Lord  everlasting:  ^Vnd  foraaniucli  as  it  is  mcritorioiid 
therefore  to  you  we  certify-  that,  whereas  a  boat  eaUed  the 
Mary  Knyght  of  Schute,  ni  Pliindera,  and  lade  with  wheat, 
wherein,  under  God,  wius  master  mid  owner  Peter  Wylle.'of 
the  said  town  of  Schute  ;  Havn  Fryftse.  John  Itnnke,  Haukyn 
Milirr,  antl  Haukyn  Uusse.  'mariners  in  the  said  1k«i,  late 
beinj;  on  the  wa,  wna  taken  by  a  Billing  of  Calais,  ealltrd  the 
MykcU,  in  the  which  wius  master,  under  God,  W.  Corteys; 
Robert  Brown,  of  Cabila,  owner  of  the  said  IMing.  and  by  the 
George  of  CqIhis,  wherein,  under  God,  was  roaster  Clark 
Stephen,  of  Sandwich,  and  the  said  Robert  Brown  owner;  the 
which  said  Pelcr  Wyllc,  Havn  Frysse,  John  Kaiike,  ilaukyn 
Miller,  and  lUnkyn*  lliissc,  Wfore  us  pcraonally  appeared  in 
the  court  of  our  sovcrciini  lord    kiiiit,  la  the  said  town  of 
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Hyt,  hoUeo  the  Mlh  dmy  <d  Fcbniasr,  in  the  rear  of  doTj 
aartttiga  lord  king,  the  33d ;  tli«  vtnck  Peter,  hj  his  i 
duty  ■n"*™**'j  dedifcd  sad  «id  ihac  tbc  Mud  trbcat, 
vhieb  dw  Uie  hU  batt  «■■  hde  with,  wn  lomine  anil 
winiag  to  pKUr  flaMim  and  Peter  JohaMm^  of  tbt  iomq 
Dcldt,  in  UoUaad,  nd  was  hdr  at  Che  hey  ai  Koueo:  thi 
mid  Ilajn,  Joho,  HaaWn,  sod  FimlcTn  wmild  not  snair  in 
BO  manner  oT  wise,  nor  would  not  affim  Gnrhr  and  fttilj,  and 
•aj  tbat  che  kajd  Mb«u  or  any  parcel  thereof  «s>  longtne  lo 
■ny  min  or  FluiflcrB.  nor  to  uit  of  the  Obt^^tmmu  of  iha, 
Dnke  of  Bunpiyne;  fnr  tbey  kitow  not  their  mrr«h«nt.  iirithc 
the  mcrchmni  bad  tbcm  out  swear  nor  told  them  utiosc  w)i. 
it  was,  u  the>'  uiii.  And  the  said  C<>rt«y*  bath  apTrctl  and^ 
paid  the  adnural  bis  share,  and  furthcmwre  has  content  and 
paid  to  the  said  Peter,  Hayn,  John.  HauL-rn,  and  Hauk>ii,  fo^ 
their  iVct^l  and  porta^i  six  pounds  and  two  haal 
of  wheat 

^Witness,  FcbniaiT  24th,  anno  regni  Hmry  Gtb  33,  ad. 
1454." 

It  would  appear  firom  this  that  the  Mary  Koygfat  had  been 
illegally  captttnd  by  the  Mykell.  and,  in  con'aequeni-«,  the 
Boaster  of  tbc  latter  had  to  pay  that  of  the  former  for  liis 
fiieii^t  and  port-dues,  and  also  a  certain  propurtionate  abare 
ot  Xiw  value  of  the  cargo  to  the  admiral  of  thf  (')ni|u<!  IVirtSjj 
as  a  fct'  due  lu  liiu  fur  haitiug  the  case  adjudged  iu  one  of  It 
ports  within  his  jurisdiction. 

Such  were  the  courts  ori^nally,  and  surh  wire  their  several 
jurisdictions  and  powers.  Let  us  proceed  to  examine  Ibctr 
pmeni  stnte- 

The  Court  of  Rhepway  (the  high  c^>urt  of  appeal)  has,  fur 
u  forest  luiiglh  uf  tiint.-,!iuiik  into  (temetude.  The  Brotherhood, 
in  nil  probability,  \\il]  never  be  iissL-inblril  ngain,  aud  the 
Gnculing  is  doomed  to  share  tbe  fate  of  her  elder  sister. 

'Hie  Assembly  in  no  longer  known  by  this  name;  but  may, 
|»ethnp>,  l>n  considered  as  in  some  measure  sun'iviiig  in  the 
qusrlcHy  uiid  i»|H.-<'iiil  mi-eting.-«  of  thi-  present  tut\n  cuiinril. 

With  the  partinilart)  of  the  itreseut  state  of  the  Unndml 
Court  and  the  Court  of  Hccord,  I  have  been  ravimred  by  my 
IVicnd  Air.  hiitler,  the  prrsciil  clerk  of  (he  peace,  and  which  1 
here  insert  for  tbc  information  of  my  readers. 
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Oftht  Htfidrrtl  Court,  or  Court  of'Qtiiirter  SetsioHt. 

The  qunner  sessions  of  the  peice  and  gcnrrnl  gaol  delivery 
was  formerly  lu'ltlvii  four  timt;.*  m  the  ycnr  before  the  mayor, 
junt-H,  ant)  jusiires  of  tlie  iieacc  for  the  l)oroti[>h  and  litwrlic*; 
the  rKlmiiiUtnilioii  uf  jiitttiet^  livre,  iim  in  many  other  old  towns, 
being  governed  bv  custom  and  usage;  and  bucIi  continued  to 
be  the  caxe  until  the  pni»iing  of  the  Municipal  Corporation 
Act,  \rhie)i  iiiiifurmly  rrgulalcs  the  holding  of  (be  sessious  in 
ihf  hi>njii;;li«  of  Englnnd  and  Wales. 

Kyc.  not  having  a  grant  of  i!c|iaratc  quarter  BCSBJons,  n»d 
there  beinr;  no  recorder  here  formerly,  has  a  barrister  appointed 
to  hold  such  scssLion,  who,  in  case  of  siclcneas  or  unavoidable 
■bgenee,  with  the  consent  of  the  tovn  council,  mny,  under  his 
hand  and  seal,  appoint  a  deputy  to  act  for  him  at  ihe  next 
•eaaons.  but  no  lonf^r.  He  is  required  to  hold  the  court  ouoe 
in  every  (jitarter  of  tlic  year,  or  at  such  other  and  more  frequent 
timpft.a»  he  inay  ibink  (it,  or  as  the  crown  mar  direct,  of  which 
court  he  is  Ihe  hole  judge ;  such  court  having  cof^izance  of  all 
crimes,  otTenccs,  uud  matters  whatsoever,  cognizable  at  the 
quarter  se&siona  for  the  county,  with  power,  notwithstanding 
nis  being  sole  Judge,  as  fully  us  such  county  sexsiona ;  but  be 
shall  not,  by  virtue  of  Wi»  otHce,  have  power  to  allov,  apportion, 
mEkc,  or  levy,  or  do  any  act  wlialcver  with  relation  to  tlic 
allowance,  Apportionment,  making,  or  le^'ying  of  any  rate 
whatsoever. 

The  mayor,  in  the  nbsence  of  the  barrister,  or  in  that  of  his 
deputy,  may  open  and  adjourn  the  court,  and  respite  all 
recogni/Auccs  until  such  further  day,  and  from  lime  to  time,  M 
he  ehall  cause  to  be  proclaimed. 

The  quarter  aessiona,  although  not  restricted  to  any  par- 
ticular time,  unlike  those  holden  for  a  county,  arc  usually  held 
in  tbc  week  following  that  in  which  the  county  ee&sions  lake 

?lacc,  in  the  months  of  January.  April,  July,  and  October. 
he  bcariu<;  of  appeals  against  orders  of  removal  was  for  »ume 
time  a  vejnta  qngilio ;  but  the  better  opinion  Is  that  tbc 
borough  court  has  no  jurisdiction. 

The  offences  usually  tried,  and  which  ocCMionally  come 
before  ihc  court,  in  addition  lo  larceny,  arc  obuining  pkkIs 
andvr  false  pretences,  receiving  stolen  projiert}',  and  robbery 
fruiii  the  |w:r*ou  ;  the  jurisdiction  over  other  offences  having 
recently  been  much  restricted. 

All  piTHijiist,  iN-iiig  hurjrt-'Bscs  of  tbc  borough  (unless  exempt 
or  disfjualitied  othcrstjtc  than  in  res|)ect  of  property),  are  liable 
to  eervc  on    the  grand  jury,  and  also   u|H>n  juriea  for  the  trial 
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of  all  issues  joiocd  i»  Uie  Court  of  Becord»  (or  the  trial  of  dnl 
actions  triable  withio  (be  boruugfa, 

Public  aotice  of  ihe  time  and  place  of  holding;  tlic  qiinrter 
seHsions  being  given  by  the  clerk  of  the  peace  leu  days  before 
such  UoUliii^,  and  iiiil  le&s  than  tliirty-m  Qor  more  tban  itixtyi 
qualitivd  persons  bciii<;  smntuoited  sevru  days  before  such. 
SGSitiona  to  serve  aa  jurors;  summoiiB  bcJof^  made  by  »Iiuvrnig 
or,  in  cane  of  (he  party's  absence  from  his  usual  pUc-e  of  abode, 
by  Wviag  fi>r  hira  notice,  under  the  band  of  the  clerk  of  the 
pcact',  cuntiiiiiing  the  sub»taiici:  of  tbc  siiininona.  Any  pcraon, 
duty  summoned,  omitting  to  attend,  or.  being  thrim  ontlrd, 
not  Huswmng  to  hi»  name,  or,  aftgr  appciiriiiice,  wilfully  with-j 
drawing  from  the  presence  of  the  court,  is  linble  to  such  fine 
as  the  conrt  ahall  ihink  meet  lo  iin|K)»c,  levlublr  by  distress 
nnd  nalc  of  goods,  and  the  fine  paid  to  the  treasurer  of  the 
borough,  and  by  him  earriixl  to  the  account  of  ihc  borough 
fund.  The  raeml)crs  of  the  town  council,  justices  of  the  peace, 
trciisurer,  and  town  clerk,  are  vxcmjit  from  M'r\-ing  on  juries 
within  the  burough ;  and  the  burgesses  of  the  borough  are  not 
liable  to  scr^c  on  any  jury  nt  thr  tMounty  sessions. 

Justices  of  (be  peace  for  the  Imrough,  acting  by  virtue  of  a 
commission  under  ol  George  III,  cap.  'SH,  exercise  all  the 
powers  of  justices  in  counties  relating  to  the  granting  of 
licences  to  victuallers. 

Ilie  last  quarter  sessione,  holdcn  before  the  mayor  eikI 
jurats,  was  on  the  2lBt  of  Ortoher,  IS35,  and  there  was  none 
other  hulden  within  the  borough  until  the  2^th  of  March,  1^37, 
in  consequence  of  the  134th  section  of  the  Municipnl  Corpo- 
ration Act,  pnividing  that  either  of  t)ie  Mi!d  towns  and  ports 
of  Hastings,  Sandwich,  Uover,  and  Hythe,  nnd  the  ancient 
town  of  Rye,  to  which  his  Majesty  should  not  grant  a  separate 
court  of  quarter  sessions,  should,  fur  uU  purposes  relating  to 
the  jiiri»diction  of  courts  of  <|Uiirlcr  aetnioni;  of  the  ]»eace,  be 
rcsijectively  wnthin  the  jurisdiction  of  thf.  courts  of  quarter 
sessions  of  the  jieace  of  the  nearest  of  tbc  other  of  ttie  aaidi 
towns  and  jiorts  or  aucient  town,  to  which  his  Majesty  shoutd 
grant  a  separate  court  of  quarter  ses^iions  of  the  peace. 

A  queitiou  having  arisen  as  to  whether  the  town  of  |lyc 
lo  send  its  prisoners  fur  trial  lo  Hastings,  which  bad  u  separate! 
court  of  quitfter  seseions  during  ibis  interreguuiu,  instead  of 
being  eonunitted  to  that  touru.  they  were  tried  at  Lewes,  the 
couDtjr  town.  However,  this  ioeonvenieuce  only  continued  till 
March  iftth.  1837,  when,  by  the  Act  of  the  «  and  7  William  IV, 
cup.  106,  provision  was  made  for  holding  courtn  uf  quarter 
sessions  of  the  jKace  in  the  niuiincr  iM-forc  Bpcriticd. 
lite  barristers  who  have  h 


"8 


app 


THE  CUhTUMAL  OP  n\-R. 

since  th«  piiKiitnR  of  the  Act,  ta  preside  at  the  qtuirt«r  scftsioos 
in  tdc  ancient  town  of  Rye  : 

Isi.  diaries  AuKtiii,  Esq.,  UX'.,  appoinlpd  in  IH37. 

'^(1.  Kdmund  Clark,  Esq.,  aii|Miintc(l  In  iy;Jt*,  oo  ibe  resigna- 
tion of  Cliarles  Austin.  Esq, 

3d,  \^'illiiim  Wakefield  Altree,  Bitq.,  appointed  in  1842,  on 
the  death  of  Kdiuiitid  Clark,  Esq, 

The  salitry  of  the  recorder  is  £.40  per  annnm. 

The  clerk  of  the  peace  ia  Mr.  Ucorgc  SIsdr  Butler, 

TIu'  salary  of  the  clerk  of  the  peace  is  two  guineas  ca«h 
session. 


The  Court  of  rtetora. 

The  Court  of  llccord  cttahlishcd  from  time  imntcmorinl  for, 
as  lawyers  say,  from  time  out  of  mind,  of  which  men's  minda 
cannot  think  the  contrary,  and  which  time,  according  to  \tm, 
19  supposed  to  extend  back  to  the  reign  of  Iticliard  I),  and 
baaed  upon  custom,  was  formerly  holdcn  from  Hftccn  days  to 
fifleen  days,  for  the  trial  of  actions  of  assumpsit,  covenant, 
debt,  &c.,  before  (lie  jud^e  the  mayor,  who,  by  his  own  mouth, 
wiis  oblifted  to  deliver  Judgment,  n-iih  bis  brethren  the  jurats, 
nith  n  power  to  reform  the  judfiment,  with  advice  of  bis 
brethren  of  the  Cincpic  Ports,  iit  a  Bruihrrhotnl. 

The  Court  of  Keconl  is  now  reeiitated  by  the  provisions  of 
the  statute  of  G  and  7  William  IV,  cnp.  103,  s«cL  9,  which, 
allrr  recilini;  that  various  doubts  have  arisen  »s  to  the  (iro- 
visions  of  the  Act  for  regulating  municipal  corporationtt, 
respecting  judges  in  borough  courts  of  record  for  the.  trial  of 
civil  actions  not  regulated  by  the  provisions  of  any  local  Act  of 
Parliament,  or  in  which,  at  the  time  of  the  passing  of  ihe  said 
Act,  a  barrister  of  Hvc  years"  standing  did  not  act  as  judge  or 
aaaessor,  etiacta :  "  That  the  recorder]  and,  in  his  absence, 
auch  person,  being  a  barrister  of  not  less  than  five  years'  stand- 
ing, as  shall  be  appointed  by  the  recorder,  shall  be  the  jud;;c 
of  such  court,  and  »ha!l  holdlhe  court  at  such  limes  as  the  said 
recorder,  in  hi't  ditfcrelinn,  niiiy  think  fit,  or  as  his  Majesty 
should  think  Bt  to  direct,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  have  such 
salary  paid  hiui,  out  of  (he  Iwrough  fund,  as  the  council  shall 
fix  by  some  by-law ;  with  a  proviso  that  all  ndes,  thereafter 
to  be  made  for  re^iluting  the  pnictiee  of  such  courts,  should  be 
approved  and  signed  by  the  recorder  of  such  borough,  if  there 
be  a  recorder,  before  tbr  Miini.-  -'ihall  be  submitted  to  the  judges 
of  the  superior  courts  for  nllowimci;  and  cunlirniatiua,  accord- 
ing to  ihc  provisions  of  the  said  recited  net." 
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The  regigtrar  of  the  Court  of  Record  is  Mr.  E^win  Nathaniel 
Dawes. 
The  salaiy  of  the  registrar  is  rery  trifling. 

As  this  chapter  has  been  deii'oted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
legal  customs,  both  ancient  and  modem,  of  the  tovm  of  Rye, 
it  may  be  proper  here  to  notice  that  the  cu^om  of  Gavelkind 
prevails  within  the  port.  Robinson,  in  his  work  on  the  *  Cus- 
tom Gavelkind,*  published  in  1741,  says,  "The  lands,  lying 
within  the  port  of  Rye,  in  Sussex,  are  partible  among  the  males, 
and  the  wife  is  endowed  of  a  moiety  as  in  Gavelkind." 

There  was  a  custom  in  the  town  for  many  years  to  compel 
every  stranger,  who  set  up  in  busines  therein,  without  having 
been  apprenticed  there,  to  pay  half  a  guinea  a  year  to  the  cor- 
poration for  the  liberty  of  doing  the  same. 
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We  are  iiou  xrrirt-J  at  a  branch  of  our  history  which  requires 
to  be  touched  MJth  a  very  ilclii^te  hiinr).  \Vc  hiivv  to  suciik 
of  cvcutD  whicU  bavL>  urcurrcd  iu  our  owti  limcst  and  in  which 
we  ourselves  have  Itonit;  «  |>«rt.  Vt'e  have  l«  njii-ak  niso  of 
persons,  man^'  of  whom  nn-  iicraonallv,  and  all  uf  whom  nre 
politically,  dfiid.  And  in  having  to  do  this,  we  would  gladly 
iuUuw  tlic  udvicv  ul'  ilic  English  author  who  say»,  "  when  ynu 
(peak  of  the  dead,  von  mu«t  irond  hghtly  over  their  graves ;" 
and  still  more  {gladly  that  of  the  Roman  writer,  who  says*  "  Dc 
Diortuis  nil  nisi  bnnnni."  **  Snmk  not  of  the  dead,  unless  you 
con  apeak  id  their  favour."  Wiih  a  stronj^  desire  to  act  up,  aa 
(ur  as  wc  can.  to  ibe  good  and  chiiritalrluduclritiL-ti  above  quutedf 
we  must  nevi^nlK'It^ift  rclnie  facts  as  they  are,  othcnviae  history, 
which  ought  to  be  ihe  mirror  of  iniih,  become*  a  lying  tale, 
worse  than  useless,  like  an  "i|;iiis  faluus,"  which  only  nerves  to 
k-od  astray  those  who  are  ho  incautious  an  to  Ibllow  its  li^hl. 
llenct:;  with  the  linn  detiirmiuation  of  not  uuiircessarity  wound- 
inja;  the  fecHnfr*  of  any  one,  wc  must  adopt  for  ourmotto,  "  Fiat 
juMitia,  rual  c<i;luni,"  "  Let  justice  be  done,  be  (he  codmmjucdccs 
what  ihi-y  may." 

Towards  the  full  underittanding  of  the  grcnt  chants  which 
wc  aliall  have  to  record,  ft»  having  taken  place  during  the  long 
space  of  years  over  which  this  part  of  onr  work  extenda,  it  will 
be  neeesMiry  for  our  reailers  lo  bear  in  mind  that  there  have 
Iwrn  (wo  ^rf>at  epochs  in  tlie  existence  of  the  Cinque  Porta 
and  ancient  (own^i :  the  one  antcocdent  to  the  pcriiKl  at  which 
they  returned  representativeH  to  Parliament,  and  the  other  Mib- 
eetjucDt  thereto.  Under  the  former  epoch,  wliicb  goen  back  to 
a  vcr>-  early  period  of  our  national  history,  ever)- legal  memis 
was  used  to  mduec  men  to  come  and  Keltic  in  the  Cinque  Paris, 
M  thai  iliey  might  be  the  better  enabled  to  bear  the  expcnstrs 
contingent  on  the  tilting  out  of  their  navy.  At  the  time  to 
which  uc  allude,  the  gnat  mosa  of  the  people  were  empluyed 
in  agriculture,  living  in  u  sUite  of  aerfdom,a  species  of  Hluvi^Ty, 
aiitrripti  gltbtr,  attaclied  to  the  soil,  and   tran»fen-ed  with  it 
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froiri  ovrner  to  owner,  as  the  lire  and  dead  atock  of  a  farm  are 
at  thiB  day.  The  Ciiiqm;  Ports,  wiih  other  ontiitnfrcial  towim, 
were  the  cradle  of  liberty.  Within  lhcs4i  were  bred  u|>  a  IkmIj- 
of  )[ihat>itunt»,  who  i-vrntunlly  furmocL  thatgri'-iit  aiiit  itiflufriliol 
middle  rlasa,  which  is  iit  once  "Tutamcn  et  dreius"  the  <Ic- 
A^^ec  and  the  orniiinent  ofoiir  cotintry.  In  iiie  furtherance  of 
this  frrcai  object,  cvcrr  mttn  who  rcsi<l€d  a  year  nod  a  dav  within 
the  libiTtj-  of  any  Port  (being  of  good  reputation)  wnft  tulmitted, 
on  demand,  to  the  full  enjoyment  of  all  the  privileges  of  ibc 
Bfttrie.  'I'hiii  law  was  one  of  the  earliesi  and  heaviest  blows  ever 
aimed  at  the  slavery  of  this  kingdom ;  tor,  hy  virtue  of  it,  if  imy 
serf  escaped  from  his  master,  and  took  refii^K  wilhtn  the  juris* 
diction  of  a  Port,  and  remained  there  unclaimed  for  a  year  and 
a  day,  be  beeatne  (nubject  to  the  pruvisioti  above  mcntionetl} 
CDtJilcd  to  his  freedom.  This  law  was  roeiproeally  beneficial 
lo  both  pnrties :  to  the  serf,  as  beiiit;  bin  eniaiicipation  from 
slavery  ;  and  to  the  Port  in  which  he  settled,  aa  adding  one 
more  sup)iorter  of  ilieir  privileges,  and  of  the  burdens  altaclirtl 
to  them.  Having,  during  this  epoch,  no  other  object  in  view 
than  the  increase  of  their  inhabitants,  evcrj'  iiiducemcnt  was 
held  out  to  tempt  men  to  settle  in  the  Pons,  and  to  take  up 
their  freedom  therein.  In  accordance  with  thiit,  we  shall  tind 
that  at  thie  time  the  numherof  freemen,  in  eomparisonwiih  the 
population,  was  very  considcmWc. 

When  nc  pass  on  lo  the  second  ^>f  these  epocha,  we  find  the 
picture  reversed.  Not  that  we  must  expect  to  find  the  change 
exactly  coeval  with  the  jierind  at  which  the  Porta  vvrv  called 
upon  in  send  Barons  to  Parliament,  because,  at  the  eommence- 
Dient  nf  the  time  when  they  sent  these  Karon»,  there  were  two 
causes  in  opcmlion  to  prevent  the  desire  vshich  aTtcrwunls 
existed  of  lessening  the  number  of  freemen.  The  one  was  the 
necessity  of  still  keeping  up  this  body  as  numerously  as  po^ 
fiibic,  to  bear  the  expense  of  the  navy,  nhich  was  then  conli- 
nuiilly  ui  deiimnd  by  our  uionarchs,  for  the  defence  of  the 
couiitrv.  Tbeoihcr  was,  llmt  the sendinf^ members  to  tht;grcat 
council  of  the  nation  was  not  then  eonsidereJ  an  honour,  hut 
a  burden  ;  for,  instead  of  cuididatea  fur  the  flutrmgc!«  of  the 
voteni unhesitatingly  s|R'iuIiiig  their  hiiti<lreds  ur  thnusands  on 
an  election,  the  represented  were  nctuiitly  compelled  to  pay 
wajtes  to  their  representatives,  to  induce  them  to  take  upon 
themselves  theoniToua  iiHict!-  It  wax  when  the  Porta  l>r|i:an  to 
be  called  upon  less  frcunrntly  to  lit  out  their  nnvj,  and  their 
expensctt  were  consequently  h-sseueil,  that  ihc  friiiichi.sc  iK-^'nn 
to  l>e  narruwcd  ;  but  the  full  consummation  of  this  deplnr-ilili- 
alu-racion  did  not  uke  place  until  the  represent ativca  uf  the 
nation  bcjEan  to  consider  it  an  honour  to  sit  in  Parliameatt  and 
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the  voters  began,  in  some  sensible  way  or  other,  to  discover 
that  a  vote  \riu  of  eomc  vaJuc.  Wben  this  tnoirlcdge  dawned 
OD  the  Port!i,  in  common  trith  other  boroughs  throughout  the 
realm,  men  were  not  long  wanting  who  &aw  that  if  one  vote  wiw 
of  a  certain  value,  then  ttie  whole  votes  uf  a  horougli  were  pru- 
portionally  worth  more.  It  became  a  rule-of-three  calcitlalion ; 
and  lience  arose  that  new  race  of  beings  called  jntrons  of  bo- 
roughs, wboBc  great  interest  it  wao  to  leitspn  the  number  of  free- 
men ;  and  who,  accordingly,  acted  fully  up  to  this  part  of 
their  vocation.  It  will  be  our  bn»ine»H  to  trace  the  rise,  the 
|in>Krcii»,  iind  Rnol  ovcithrow  of  the  patronnge  of  the  borough 
of  lire,  by  the  passing  of  the  Parliamentary  Keform  Bill  in 

It  would  be  foreign  to  our  subject,  and  altogether  unprofitable 
ttithul,  nere  n<-  to  enter  into  the  question,  as  to  the  exact  time 
at  which  Parliaments  were  first  assembled  in  this  countrj-.  It 
will  be  sufficient  for  iis  to  ahow  pretty  nearly  the  period  when 
Ityc  wna  tirst  summoned  to  return  her  Barons.  In  an  old  his- 
tory of  SiiBsct  (published  by  Ward  and  Chandler,  booksellers, 
at  the  Ship,  without  Temple  Bar,  about  a  century  ago)  it  n 
stated  that  Kve  sent  burgesses  to  Parliament  as  early  as  the 
4-2<l  Edward  fll,  a.d.  l36y. 

Lyon,  in  his  '  History  of  Dover,'  snya,  **  in  the  early  iwriod 
of  our  history  the  Cinque  Ports  were  summoned  to  eniiMift  with 
the  great  barons  and  the  king^  in  the  great  council  of  the 
nation." 

la  the  Pirliamcntary  History  of  the  Cotmty  of  SuKsex,  ap- 
pended to  llorsticld's  History  of  the  same,  under  the  head  of 
live,  we  find  n  h^t  uf  the  representatives  of  this  town,  as  taken 
from  the  Parliamentary  rollti,  and  which  eonRrina  the  statement 
above  quoted,  us  to  the  time  when  members  were  first  sent  from 
this  Purt.     Tliiii  liat  is  aa  under,  viz. : 

KDWAItU  III. 

law.  Willi  Ta)  lur.  Iliciii  rwUllng. 
I31fl>  Tlie  iiiii»«,J'ilii^. Salem. 
laid.  Tbc  innif. 

1113.  Tbo  uutii-.  Ilir  wiiiir. 

1114.  K«nr>nm. 
1371.  Unr.  Certnll,  Stephen  Blllotl. 

Tri  the  petition  which  wiu»  presented  to  Parliament  by  the 
inhiibitanis  uf  Hye,  in  the  year  IH26,  Ihroujjh  Edward  Jere- 
minh  CurleiM,  Ksq,,  M.P.  for  the  county  of  Sussex,  it  is  also 
Stated  lluu  Rye  returned  two  members  to  I'urliarociit  in  the 
■l-.?d  ICdward  III.  'lliuB  thi«  fact  may  be  considered  i»s  fully 
CsUbli^ied. 
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RtCBABD  It. 

I3t«.  ThoniM  IMdiBg,  lti«ii>  MBKliinnv. 

1»0.  ftttyhra  CIImDI.  Ji>tk-«  atli  WaoO. 

IU3.  l'k»  Mac.  Kiibl>  Hu(|tf*n-. 

I3N4.  WilUTajloi.  MilUMwCoUlnK. 

13AI.  John  Mnrbaunl.  LaUT.  LonfoitL 

IMS.  Laot,  CoitxiiK  HoliU  I>^»i. 

13*7.  Sl«i>hn  £Dioli.  Jobea  D*ldj  i^ 

11M>.  Wllb  ■!•«  Vaut,  Jobm  SJMufp.    . 

1300   LiDT.  LuHtr«n],  Uur.  Cobtwik, 
I30i,  JdIic*  Siili:fii,  Idui,  Lulirtotl. 
I3n3.  Jnliu  Itniltiin.  Jiritr*  Kraryatr. 
*  ISU.  Julin  ftaHliI;  III.  Willa  UnunL 

lavi.  Kir.  Tiuhlkournv,  Jn,  [.nnfpart. 

In  B  document  Riven  by  Jeakc,  bcarinp  Aate  the  Kih 
Richard  II,  a.d.  13^.  ami  vhidi  is  sii  agrcL-mcnt  between  tlic 
three  ucsteni  ports,  Hasiiiiji^H,  Winehelsea,  mid  Ky*.  as  to  the 
pru|iorlM>n  eiicliuoA  to  Wnriii  llic  dcfniyinjiof  cenain  uxpeitses, 
we  find  the  following:  "  Provided  aluaVK,  thnt  for  all  tlie  liin* 
tliiit  liny  person  or  persons  be  sciil  hy  any  of  llie  lown*  of  the 
Cinque  FortH  to  the  Parliament,  by  writ  of  our  lord  the  kin^ 
that  is  to  My,  of  ei,-cry  low  two  ptirsonx,  lut  ihcy  ««re  vrunt  to 
eome,  every  of  the  tonus  aforeHiid  shall  bear  and  keep  their 
el  large  severally." 

From  this  extract  it  is  clear,  as  aircudy  slated,  that  (be  towns 
Bending  Barons  to  Parliament  bore  the  evjicnses  of  tbi-  same 
irbilc  ill  attendance  there. 

Under  the  word  "  Parliament,'*  in  the  '  Eneyclopiwiia  Lon- 
dinensia,"  we  find  these  remarks:  "The  siwinK  of  i'arliamenW 
waa  usually  forty  days,  so  low  as  King  Richard  II,  and,  if  they 
were  lon^t-r  detained,  the  subject  of  thcwageB  of  the  kiiiphi* 
and  burgesses  eame  into  (li.i]uite;  and  Knyphton  has  preserved 
a  memorable  record  of  this  fact  in  these  words:  'In  obort.  tbey 
say  that  they  have  an  ancient  statute,  whereby,  if  the  king 
w*ilfully  abacnl  himself  from  his  parliament,  not  having  any  in- 
finnity  or  other  cause  of  nece»si[y,  for  forty  days,  and  not  caring 
for  the  vexation  of  hia  people  and  llieir  ht-avv  cxpcnaea,  it  shall 
then  be  lawful  for  thim  ult  to  uiibdraw  from  the  Uomi^no 
Regia,  and  return  to  tlieir  own  homea.  " 

HKNRY   IV. 
I  lUO.  John  rhKldlnit.  Will  alti;  Van). 
1402.  JobM  bnililgnii.  Jubn  Rulwtd. 
Itm.  JnbtB  ftwiaiiiir.  Tlio.  I^ns. 
UIQ.  JttbmUhrw.  WlUi  LtMf. 

IIKNEY  V. 
nil.  Wllb  Long.  Kob.  Qt»v><i. 
1411.  1  h«  r*!*^.  IbP  HiDir. 
NIT.  Jobn  M.rlli-y.  ItkH'  t'otloif. 
HIP.  Win*  V'.»'.  Uori  Mi"*y. 
Into   JotiM  Klirfle; .  Willtji  l.aii((. 
MSI.  ThoMOw.  WilUTb«r*«U 
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BENRV   VI. 

H2i.  WUIni  Ihumnlli-.  JobaStirtIc 

I  lil.  Tlio.  l^iiK,  M'liiiK  Tlirrwii)li<. 

1  \U.  S\\\l.  ttnh,  TIiu.  four. 

Ilil.  Will.  TliurlWD)  If,  WIIU  ItfDUglitMI. 

I  liH.  The  Mine,  Uie  mhiib. 

1 130.  1  ht!  un)«,  ttt*  tntrur. 

I  ai.  ICilln-  l)ra<tg:lilaii.  Tbo.  Pope. 

U9i.  Tho.  l^an.  »;ii-]ih.  R»ib^r, 

Il3ll.  Tho,  l.iiiiM,  (rnr.,  I'ho.  LoiiK.Jun. 

Mil.  Jolica  SfllUin,  Johi^  Cblltoal. 

ma.   No  Wliirn, 

IIU.   Robla  L'nvrjn,  Tbo.  Sb»i|tlitiiii. 

IIW.  Adnm  Ltf dL>Jc,  Rubl>.  Ucnt. 
H».  Robt*  i:ii»-jn,  Tbo.  Htarh. 
tlSi.  Thf  Miiie,  Kkui  Kj]ip)" 

Bt>WAH»   IV. 
1113.  Rlcut  W/nd,  Jobv*  TragojB. 

Tho  returns  sfttr  this  rcigo  ore  lost  until  that  of  Edward  VI, 
Icavinc  an  hiatus  of"  iiesrlj  fourscore  yenre.  And  now  il  may 
be  well  to  pause  &  Itllle,  while  we  take  a  renew  of  the  list,  so 
far  03  it  has  been  inserted. 

Xfier  the  Nurmaii  CotitiUL'sL  there  was  a  strange  jumble  of 
lan^'uagcs  in  Guj^land.  The  Chun^b  Ser*'ice,  aa  !»  customary 
in  all  Catholic  rouritnrs,was  |>erf«rmed  in  Lutin.  In  this  laii- 
^age  tliv  moiik.s  ami  all  tliv  Irarimd  of  that  day  ix>mi>i>»<-<l  tli(-ir 
woricK.  The  court  spoke  the  Norman  French,  and  tlie  lawyers 
carric-cl  on  nil  their  ptcuding?;  in  the  same.  Many  of  our  Norman, 
Anglo- Norman,  and  Plantagcnet  kings  coufd  scarcely  speak 
English ;  while  the  great  tntus  of  the  population  still  apoke 
nnd  only  understood  the  vernacular  Saxon.  Hence  amuiig  the 
UBtncs  contained  in  the  above  list,  wc  find  a  mixture  of  all  these 
tongues,  89  thus : 

U'i(.it,  M'litLm,  for  WlltlelmuM,  Oullclniai.  Lil.    WtMbim. 
Hif  iji,  I'M  Itii-jiriliK,  l.iit.     Rir-hiuil 
Jnnr*    tor  .Ii'l-i'iin.  Lat.     Jtihii. 
ttuatii.  f<>r  tt-'Ii-iliw.  Ijit.     Kolvct. 

In  the  following  Huniainea  we  tbiuk  we  detect  the  French, 
viz,  Corboil,  Marclmunt,  Miirchincre,  Chitvoit,  and  Tregoys. 
While  in  those  of  Wills  uttc  Vanl  and  Johes  attc  Wood,  the 
prefix  of  tttlc  be*pnilc(»  their  Saxon  origin. 

During  the  period  over  i\)iich  ihi^  part  of  our  li^t  niu».  Pur- 
Iinmenl4  were  uhubIIv  ."maeniMedoiu'e  yi  vver\  year,  for  the  space 
of  fyriy  days ;  and  this  utMigt;  i»  borne  out  by  the  dates  of  the 
returne,  which,  with  some  slight  exceptions,  occur  annually. 
When  the  kin{{'«  vrni  was  received,  the  freemen  of  the  town 
•enl  up  two  burgesses,  who  were  in  all  probability  Barons  of 
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the  Port,  iiihabitAiits  and  indncllertorilir  Bnm«.  During  their 
fortv  Hnjt  of  dcrvice  they  were  paid  by  the  town  ihcy  ri'|>n— 
Henied,  at  the  rato  of  two  shiltiii}^  it  day,  down  so  laio  x»  the 
year  lo7(J;  after  which  it  was  raised,  as  wc  ^hall  see  in  due 
time.  \\'hcn  the  sv^aion  of  i'tu-liauieni  ceased,  tlic  oflicf  and 
title  of  representative  ceaaed  aUo;  for  we  repeatedly  find  that 
on  each  succeeding  year  n  fresh  one  was  elected. 

If  Lyon  he  correct  in  asserting  that  "as  early  us.  the  reign  of 
Henty  VI  u  tmtlicking  system  nan  begun  by  the  nwiyor  and 
ina{;i»tnite8  of  the  town  of  Dover,  either  niih  the  consent  or 
the  connivance  of  the  eonsuible  of  the  cafttlc,*'  thun  vc  may 
furly  surmise  that  the  same  Rystein  was  also  commenced  at 
the  same  lime  in  the  other  Cinfjue  Ports  and  ancient  towns ; 
whence  we  must  come  to  the  conchision  that  we  are  now  arrived 
at  the  second  of  the  two  epochs,  alluded  to  at  the  hegioniiigor 
this  chapter,  when  the  leading  men  in  the  several  Ports  bo(;an 
to  see  some  advantages  to  be  gained  by  the  return  of  members 
to  Parliament,  but  which,  as  yet,  were  not  apparent  to  tbe 
dimmer  sight  of  the  ^reat  mass  of  the  freemen,  and  which  dis- 
covery resulted  in  the  gradual  lessening  of  the  freemcn>-unlil  the 
time  arrived  when>  no  longer  being  catted  upon  to  Bt  out  llicir 
ships,  these  were  not  rct|uiri:d  to  bear  tlicir  part  of  the  expcnsca 
con!«it|uent  thereon,  the  nnmher  was  reduced  m  low  as  it 
ptrasibly  could  be,  consistent  with  keeping  up  the  outward  show 
and  appearance  of  a  corjiomte  body. 

Some  time  about  the  reign  of  the  same  King  Henry  VI  the 
Cintpie  Ports  petitioned  that  their  representatives  might  be 
iwrmitted  to  return  home  after  an  absence  of  four  weeks,  in- 
stead <if  forty  days,  or  only  a  part  of  theui  to  remain,  according 
to  iincicnt  custom.  From  the  words,  "  only  a  part  of  them  to 
rem^iin,  according  to  ancient  custom,"  one  would  infer  that,  a}< 
though  eacli  Port  returned  its  representatives,  the  burgoi*  fVuni 
any  one  individual  town  wa»  supposed  lu  he  the  representative 
of  the  whole  body  of  Cinque  Ports  and  aneit-iit  towns,  as  rr- 
garded  the  general  interests  of  them,  and  was  e\t)cctcd  to  talce 
espeeini  cnrc  that  no  law  should  l>«  enaetcil  lu  interfere  with 
the  full  enjoyment  of  ult  their  rights  and  privileges. 

In  tbia  reign  rUo  was  pasKe<l  a  statute  to  limit  the  eleelora 
Toting  for  knights  of  the  shire  to  those  actually  resident  in  the 
county  ;  and  this,  Lyoti  thinks,  gnve  the  hint  to  corporate 
bodies.  Now,  by  passing  a  few  by-laws,  they  nii^bl  curtail  the 
number  of  voters  in  their  reK|K><'tive  towns,  by  cutting  ulfall  the 
outdwellers.  How  far  the  aeiinp  on  this  suggestion  was  carried 
out,  and  hnn  far  it  operated  in  promoting  the  attuinmcnl  of  the 
object  in  view,  vi/.  that  of  etirtaihng  the  number  of  ftvemen  in 
Rye  >nd  etsewhcre,  ami  liencv  of  making  the  remaining  tiMly 
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more  tnanitgrabic,  we  caniHtt  say;  but  in  nioderii  liim-i^  div 
cutting  off  all  outdwetling  freemen  liii»  Imcd  consiilcrrcd  a  highly 
lifiii'tiriiil  act. 

We  u-UJ  DOW  proceed  niLh  our  list  of  membcn. 

BDWAKD  Vt. 
JMi.  Jn.  HntmM. 
I.U3.  Theuime. 

By  those  returns  it  would  seem  that  ROtnetinies  the  town  of 
Rye  only  sent  one  reprcHvnmtivv  to  the  Fai-tiamcnl ;  and  this 
ctulom  seems  to  be  hinted  at  in  the  extr»et  ht-fbre  given  from 
Jeake,  in  which  we  flrid  these  words,  "  provided  always,  that  for 
■tl  ibe  time  that  any  ftrr^uri  or  prmiMthe   »ent,"&c. ;  whieh 

iwroiild  seem   to  imply  that  it  hud  been  Bomctimcs   heretofore 

^customary  to  return  only  one  member. 

UARV. 
16H,  Cbinenl  Hlgtmoi,  Jn.  Ilolom. 

rniLlI'  AND  UARY. 
I.UI.  Jn.  Ilolmi'.,  I(J.  Fl<rt<-hef. 
IjUJ.  The  iniilr.  I'liiiiiiiw  Siiillh. 
iiM,   Tlic  •niiM!,  Itr)(l<i«lil  Mooit. 
IMI,    lli'i.  Klplctwr,  Tlio.  Cboyiw. 

We  have  before  us  m  copy-list  of  all  the  (rccmcn  who  were 
admitted  in  the  town  of  Rye,  from  tbta  reign  dovn  to  the  present 
time,  and  whit-h  we  shall  insert  iiimultaneousty  with  that  of  the 
rcpreHontativen  of  the  MHme.  Our  object  is  lo  show  wArn  the 
diminution //Vif  took  plitru,  luid  hnw  it  [)roL-eedcd  to  its  elimux, 
in  the  year  l«2-i.  Bui  here  one  difhcully  presents  ilM-lfat  the 
*ery  ihrrxhold,  in  the  liict  thiit  we  have  no  means  of  knoning 
the  precise  number  of  freemen  in  existence  at  the  pvriod  from 
which  \i-G  propose  to  start  in  our  inquiry.  However,  at  a  sub- 
sequent period,  we  shall  be  able  lo  throw  some  greater  light  on 
the  matter. 


Naow*  al  Ftatmtit. 


l)u«  HdlIliU«l). 

Mnyura<iit  Corpur^llon 
do. 

BLIZAnKTH. 


Ad*,  smb.  lUT. 

8.1A.  ^Ui.  toil. 


itPF«E]i>VT»n*u  ctMtiiivvn. 
lUD.  m.  Flttchrr.  Rab.  U*t>be. 
tMX  Gn.  Rpjnuld*.  Jn.  KintvL 
,«TI.  Jn.  DaddHn.  Tbo.  ruidia*. 
Ult.  Clcwenl    CoM>  (who  junl.  »id  wa.   n!plac«a  hjr  Hnuj  Uajncr,  fral.), 

(toti.  Cnrtivxlnr. 
IMS.  Jn.  llnaiMOMd,  LL.I>.,  a<ib.  Cmycnter. 
IMS.   Ilaiiiy  (lajncTi  U)e  %nmt, 
lit*.  Aailiy  Daiinrl,  Wn,  Ctf|i«al«(. 
IM2.  Ilvnry  riifiutt,  Kch.  Quiienter. 
tsn.  Smmiimii  L»Dn«til.  Tbi*.  llMMa. 
lUI,  ArUi.  Gorgv,  km.,  Iliw.  CuI|H!|I|<v. 


1       IQS 

TliK  1>AUI.IAUESTA.RV 
LIST  OP  PRKHMBS. 

^ 

^^^B 

Pimnan. 

BrvkMoi 

filwM. 

Bcrlli  and  VMmtagf.        1 

m             30  Avg.t  lArftPIiaip 

H            4  3$p^t.(    mill  Man. 

Julin  RmlQi 

M.&C 

1 

U'lllinm  &{1iftoD 

>]«. 

H 

■           31  Mar     1  ^>'- 

John  ^ptlgii^J 

ila. 

^^M 

■           27  Ant.     1  (--llx. 

fiirl'iil'K  ^VnlilrTKlcir 

da. 

^^^M 

■            :!«Jan.      3l%lii. 

JoTin  (iillliii 

do. 

^^^1 

H 

Jmm  Mil  Ira 

do. 

^^^1 

m          t1  A|irl1.    9  Elhu 

&t%b«U  ('liiiinb4Tla»i 

da. 

^^H 

^^     10  Jan.       4  Ellt. 

Rntwit  l.«ll 

-    .    • 

Hb  falkir  a  freMMM. 

^H     »VAu([.     4E11I. 

Nicbolni  Bakct 
RuWl  CriiKiittir 

M.AC. 

^^^B 

TbflPH*  Itiibop 

^^^P 

John  (Jje                    r 

•         ~         ' 

frer. 

^^^^ 

John  PnHtw 

■          a  Svpi.    4  Blix. 

ItictiBtd  Cobb 

M.ftC, 

■             1  July,     a  Ellz. 

Clemen  1  CuM) 

]>>  Itieir  bUien'  «a|ilci 

H 

Jotin  Clit-ituii.  ju>- 

ara  iiMdn  fnm,  acmrd- 

H 

llohdTlDciiiieli          f 

■         •          • 

iog  to  dM  ciuion  af 

■ 

Wiiliniti  EJuK           J 

tli«  town. 

m        8  »«pt.   8  Bi\i. 

UriiJ.nia  Doiy 

M.AC. 

^^K 

MlcbolllknMU 

•    •    - 

Wnt  rnnd*  ftrc  by  laUicr'* 

™      i  Mn>,    t  EUi. 

llobprl  Ctcmenl,  ir. '1 
Willinm  ItrrJ               1 

COJIJ, 

Dy  (ttlue  ul  Ihcir  iRlbcCk 

Ullllnm  8kjni.pr         ( 

-    ■     • 

(ttwdoB   an!   odaiilled 
ftw-meii. 

Jolin  LnwTnnc        J 

1  Jaif,  1  eiu. 

Itldl&ni  lleUi 

M.&C. 

ft  AuR.     T  RliB, 

Jnliii  IloroynK  Cnatont 

do. 

^^fl 

SI  A|>ill,    %  Etix. 

Hriir}  Shnriia 

»       •       * 

BrlRit  fmton.          i^^H 

M.AC. 

^M 

aAuR.     SRllz. 

Ivlwnril  Kit>usa«c>il 

da. 

lA  Jan.      0  Kill. 

CWnivnl  llu|i]i 
Allan  Srnilh 

do. 

^H 

C  Stft,      0  Eltx. 

TUomwCalbraiiil 

Mode  (irr  by  hi*  (■iIm''* 
cu)<y ;  and  tf  U*  fBtbvr 
wttn  mil   lirr    mi    bte 
bitUl.  then  be  |«aniU«lk 
lo  ))■]  111)  W«. 

^^^      I  8epU     9  Ctlx. 

Rjcbnra  Stecc;          f 

M.AC. 

^^^h 

Jubii  GiFcnwaji          i 

^^^H^^ 

BilmundTliidtll 

* 

^^^^^^^ 

Tbomni  Adnle 

^^^^^^1 

Auguitliie  ^vlins    r 

do. 

^^^^^^' 

TUaatM  Kulknit      j 

■            1  DM).    10  Rtli. 

John  logM 

.     -    . 

Made  Am  by  ht*  hthor** 

I          MAmg.    loBlU. 

J«bM  Fugs 

Jobn  Bonnelt           j 

M.AC. 

wpy.                                  1 

^^^^ 

Uaih)  fm  hf  tirlna  sd     1 

^^^L 

•         »         — 

lkelTlaltter>'coytaa.ac-     ^ 

^^^H 

ennltniciolbvrutiom.      J 

^^      A  IVb.     11  Ellx. 

llutart  niUhin 

M.&C 

M 

■          U  A|>tll.  II  Rllb 

Kokrrt  GtlllaM 

ftl.  A  C. 

1 

■            1  Ju.     li  Kill. 

Ed<nud  Swarna 

Uade  li*B  I^  tlwit  r»-     1 

H 

OabU  GlUniu 

■         *         " 

tlHr'ii  ftipUw.                     ■ 

^1            1  Aptil.  in  ClliL 

WllliMt  WUI* 
BiMMlDd 

M.AC. 

■ 

I 

'            lltSTOBV  OF  RYE 

ma       1 

I               DaU. 

Fnremtii, 

llj  wiiom 
Eleolcd, 

Blitb  niui  hilmilagi).           ^^H 

B     1  A|iril. 

liBIU. 

Itobnrt  HolnHM 
Jultrj  Hrl^ilnl^ 
UitnJ  llntaibel 
Wllliiuu  HooJm 
Tbomu  CbllweU 
llxinfta  JngK 
Tbamw  llmiDOJi 
William  iffltmau 

M,«C. 

^^1 

^^^^^H 

Aiiihont  Tfn> 

^^H 

^^^^^^^H 

Alnianditf  (Juarry 

^^^M 

^^^^^^^1 

TboouB  lloliueit 

^^^1 

^^^^^^^1 

Jolin  Honitn 

^^^1 

^^^^^^B 

J«hn  MilUa 

^^H 

^^^^^^1 

WllliBDi  Acnigiy 

^^H 

^^^^^^^P 

John  SiDjttli 

^^^H 

^ 

Ntclialni  I'uiTiiBB 

^^^H 

■  IftJalj 

ItElis. 

J«bii  JolinKiii 

M.  *  C. 

^^^1 

^  MJuw. 

11  Bl>x. 

I'tiuniw  Simpon 

40. 

^^H 

ISJ^i. 

It  Elit 

Wiainm  A;Iiu«t 

Thoiniu  hlntlbrwi 
John   1  borpv 
Ttauiiiu  Cijilo 

M.  *  C. 

Br'Ing  ■  Inmaitn't  naa  ■ 
bom,  U  mti«  free.                ^J 

V 

^^B 

■   13  ApdI. 

U  Elis. 

GcOTgi*  Gere 
JobD  Donlce 

do. 

J 

^^^^ 

Jobn  Diiwc*) 

^^1 

^^^M 

Htorj  lltil»t(wlt* 

^^H 

^^^^B^ 

JanM  WvUo           J 

^^H 

^^^H^E^ 

»Bb 

edwnnl 

da. 

■ 

^^HHHDl 

USIh. 

Willinm  Didiburr- 

du. 

1 

b 

Diniel  Minge 
Rkbard  Punlnl 

•         •        • 

M.AC. 

CbBtknni]  lo  bo  mnUe  M 
Inr,  tat  Uinl  bi*  InUii-r  ■ 
wax  ■  Irwinaa  Iwfora  ^M 
be  «u  born.                      ^^M 

«Jnly, 

i»eiiK. 

Edwar.!  lUtrU           1 

do. 

^^M 

^^^H 

aavpt. 

It  Blis- 

riiontM  Hal*tok« 

do. 

^^H 

SS  Aag. 

III  Btu. 

EUb  0«bnnl» 

M. 

^^^M 

John  Y«<int( 

... 

lining  Irefburn.                      ^^H 

jdlin  Jiiliniu 

M.*C. 

^^^1 

ISil^. 

11  Site. 

Jollll  HOWM                    1 

Eitwnnl  JuhitMn        : 
HJfbkfil  Almtm        J 

^^H 

do. 

^^^1 

^^^M 

Holmt  Moich 

BtMf  riMbotn.                  ^^1 

^^^M 

SJul}, 

11  Cljz. 

Thnniw  rUJCnrJ.Jn. 
Kobrrl  llubbert 

.     .     . 

Botb  (rmhan*.                     ^^H 

^^^H 

IT  All. 

* 

11  Blis. 

Micbelt  tlitbop 

M.  ft  C. 

Fteltis  rpwbom,  ii  rrara ,  ^^B 
AC.  N.B-  Tn  aoiTcb  1 
rciurl'i  lu  te*  d  Ml-  1 
cbcll'a  tnlb'i  «->■  >  (rM-  1 
null  wtion  bl*  »on  «•■  ^^| 
born.                                 ^^H 

■     ft  Mur. 

iteikL. 

Lnej  PklliiM 

M,k  C. 

^^H 

■    SO  A;inll, 

I«£lu. 

Rkfaaid  I'ooltttf 

do. 

^^J 
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D«ti>. 

rRCDdk. 

By  wbm 

ElMted. 

BIrtb  and  Paientage. 

IB  July,  18  E3is. 

Paale  Wjtaaai 

.    -    . 

Bdi^  r  fraenui'a  wn 
born. 

13  Ad{[.    18  nil. 

WUliiB  HcDdy 

M.&C. 

V  Aag.   18  Elix. 

SioKMi  March             1 

Tbe«e    being    fteebom, 

Waller  DabneU           S 

... 

every  of  theoi  took  tte 

NicbolaiWhitB          > 

oatb  of  a  freeman. 

IS  Jan.     Iff  Bill. 

GflMHairiaoii     i^ 

Hayoc'i  bee- 
HMD,    ae- 
cotdlng  to 
adecnein 
tbatbebiUf 
■Mde. 

ThMDBi  Yoang         t 
RobertBlack            i 

M.AC. 

IB  April,  IV  ElU. 

NtdwUa  CbHtoQ 

... 

hereafter  It   appeared 

bin  fattier  waa  not  fm 
wben  beifw  bom,  tben 
topoySOt. 

eJatjr,    IVFIti. 

Nkbcdai  Fowler    - 

... 

Son  of  Robt  Fowler,  and 
deairad  to  be  admitt«id 

w 

to  hU  freedom,  being 
freriiorD. 

31  Aug.    1*  Elii. 

Jamea  Pcnall            ) 
JobnOtbcwne             { 

H  AC, 

11  Jan.    SORli*. 

Nicboia*  Fiyer 

do. 

IS  April,  2U  RliT. 

Robert  CMtleloD       ( 

■to. 

JobD  WjllM               t 

2S  Juw,  20  F.IiT. 

Ricbard  Swayne 

~         '         ■ 

Uelng  Ireeborn,  to  Dwde 
free  according  to  tbe 
ciutom. 

1  Oct.    SO  EUc. 

Thomu  Da<7 

M.&C. 

\6Aag.  SI  Ellz. 

Raynold  Donnald 

Mayor. 

S  Jan.    SS  Eliz. 

Thoinu  Beacon 

M.  SiC. 

10  Aug.  SS  Eliz. 

Richard  Fowler 

M. 

1  Jnly,  S3  EUz. 

Henry  Godgmareh      1 
Robert  Oamonton      j 

M.&C. 

WiUlam  Freocb 

Being  freebom,  tlz.  bit 
fatber  a  frMtman  wben 
tbe  Mid  William  waa 
bom. 

RictwidRock 

... 

Freeborn  aa  aboTe  laid. 

Se  Ang.    S3  Eliz. 

Robert  Ireland 

... 

Being  freebom. 

Ifi  April,  25  E1I2. 

uas. 

TbtMDM  HuTiNn 

Mayor'n  free- 
man, accoid. 
ing  to  decree 
made  in  Ibe 
mayoral^  of 
Mr.    Heniy 

81  Juif,  sa  Eliz. 

Gayner. 

Rlebard  Nettet 

Mayor's  free- 
man, accord- 
ing  to    de- 

tl July,   M  EIlz. 

cree,  Ac. 

1  July,  sa  EUi. 

Antbony  Wbltoey 

M.*C. 
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I 


U*fe. 

FrHsmiin. 

Jt)  vlium 
ElrcU'il. 

Ulrlti  Slid  I'aninuiTB. 

1  Jul}-,      »  Ellz. 

Jtihn  Palter 
ItolwrE  SwijiHi 

llotli  htring  rnvbarn.  wvte 

■diBltlsd  iinil  •worn. 

Jnmca  Almaii 
Jame*  Cilluirr 

M.&C. 

18  Jn.          t1  Bllft. 

UuiijFacrf  lli»in)nfti 

do. 

IMH. 

John  PiiTier 

do. 

»  Aoc.         ST  Elii. 

Jeram)  n'toian 

do. 

a  Anit.         M  Elit. 

Hanry  UpjoUn 

M. 

I£<(4. 

I'thIICIii  l>ltllicl 

M.*C. 

3  Jnlr.        M  EUt. 

John  Allan 

*         "         * 

Son   of   Wlllmm   Allen, 

tvotrt  a  Cn^rniAii. 

SalnnJiiy  next  ^ 
•ftartfcrPn'i  * o„  ~, 

lamew,            I 

John  Rrntrick 

M. 

UU  Not.       30  Elj£. 

AnUanj  Cock         1 
Lawnnca  IU«t 
Thonoi  iluTi*         ^ 

H 

Jdhn  ArnolJ               / 
William  I'horpe 

M.dcC. 

Frnriri4   S'«lili4'iMOn 

^v 

BJwiitd  Tumnr         ' 

HP 

Jnlin  Skinner 

10  N<n.         M  ElU. 

Anlhonj'  Cork              T 

^ 

WaUam  Shni]K 

lift. 

^ 

frnticli  SlPplienKiii  J 

MJn.         SI  BIlE. 

Tliomu*  Hsnla 

M. 

XI  Au.        34  Kllx. 

Juhri  (lumli^}' 

da. 

A  Mir,        3d  EIlL 

Kobnrl  Cnnvm 

U.«C. 

n  Aog.      as  RUz. 

Jatiti  l)nt)va 

do. 

so  Jan.           M  eita. 

Ralph  BfU 

-    •     - 

T\j  lb*  tnrtSam  of  Ed«tl, 
Dell,  hl>  (iithrr. 

Fcancli  ttolton 
Juhn  Fowtralt 

M.4:C. 

M. 
M.  h  C. 

ISJan.           Sa'GIU. 

Al«iandR  tlurnn 

11  Fiifc.         SSBIis. 

Jobn  ^(jrnar 

do. 

IT  Aug.         »  EUt. 

Anglr  Shaw 

do. 

•  Jan.         81  Eltt. 

Kev.  —  SDirlituw 

KI. 

Jnmiu  A|>plcU>ii>< 

M.&C. 

Sr  A  OR.         UDT. 

John  Diirlvw 

M. 

10  Aoc.         IMft. 

June*  Monk 

tto. 

XI  Ai.;.         IMV. 

TfaooiiK  l.nabenden 

du. 

a  Jul^,        44  Ebz. 

Hvnrj  Wolk*r 

do. 

a  Jui>,        41  Kiix. 

CliriadivlK-r  M^nbtEl  ' 

M.  k  C. 

15  Dn.          *i  Elix. 

J»llii  WtXkvi 

do. 

On  Majnining  the  nljove  list  of  members  the  render  cannol  fail 
to  perceive  n  great  difference  iu  the  number  of  returns,  on  coBipared 
vrilh  thoxe  of  some  former  rci)^)B.  In  the  earlier  ones  wc  find  tbey 
Were  summoned  almost  yearly,  while  in  thia  latter  tlu-re  wen:  lapaes 
varying  Irom  (wo  tu  eight  years.     In  the  reign  of  Richard  11,  iu 
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th«  course  of  twenty  yeare.  there  were  fn-clve  Bumnionscs  isfliicci, 
while,  during  the  five  and  forty  years  ofthit  of  Elizabeth,  there 
were  onJy  ten.  _  , 

\V«  hn'vi-  ulready  giv«n  it  m  our  opinion  thai  in  all  Cli«  first' 
returns  to  IVIiaiiieiil  the  representatives  were  chosen  fnun  the 
ftwe  Huroiis,  inhabitants  of  the  respective  I'oru  from  which  tbcy 
vere  scut;  and  this  opinton  is  atrenitthcncd  by  looking  uver 
the  nrcom|»anying:  hat  of  freemen,  in  which  we  shall  find  Mnicral 
of  ihc  luimcs  of  the  re[ire»t;iiiaiivc» ;  as  iluis,  viz- : 

Clawitl  robk,  frmiMn,  IMI,  iniwbtr,  1J11. 
,  Robert  Carpntrr.  rnvmn.  \Sai,  manlbKi.  MU. 
Ilmj  Gi>}iiof,  HiijoT,  UTi,  BemWr,  1313  and  1MB. 

Thomas  Hnmon,  althciugh  his  name  is  not  on  the  lixt  of  free- 
men, we  know  to  have  lieen  an  inbubiuuu  of  the  town,  of  high 
rank  and  character^  uh  appears  from  the  folluning  epitaph  OD  bia 
touibsione,  within  the  raiu  of  the  Communion  Tabic : 

"  t.or!  ThMMm  Hanw  hi^  imxrM  itoth  Uei 
Thrloo  ^rgn*  (ai  ili«  l^ultaairBl  nUvVvl, 
Six  UoiCVa  by  livcatM*)  ctiokP,  mnde  aiu;<>i9>  Kjv, 

Ab<  W|italiii  loiii  tlntr.  i>t  \br  ImihI  r«lr<t«l. 
VboM  praik-nl  coumtr,  ju^rm.  cratit)-. 
U«M!tt«  a  ntoniMiiMl  of  Nienurj." 

Tliough  by  this  epitaph  it  n-ould  appear  that  Thomas  IlaiDG 
was  tbriceburgcss,« e  uuly  tiiid  his  uuue  twice, once  iu  Ktizat 
Bud  once  in  James  the  First's  time 

Wv.  Ho  not  tind  the  name  of  Itobert  Marthe  in  the  freeman's 
list  of  Elizabeth  ;  but  ne  do  that  of  Koheri  March,  freebom 
in  \'ilb,  who  iniirht  be  his  sou,  as  names  arc  frequently  known 
to  be  written  nith  much  greater  vsnationa  tlmn  thiit.  Two 
Tears  after,  that  is,  in  1577,  wc  find  the  name  of  .Simon  lUrtrrA, 
frecliorn;  and  in  the  year  ICUli,  Thomas  Manhf  the  original 
name,  beinicalso  the  aoo  of  a  freeman. 

John  Bredeii  w  not  on  the  list ;  but  a  family  of  this  name 
WHS  eusiin^;  uflcmunts  in  this  town;  for,  in  I7U2,  we  find 
Joseph  Bread»'f,  sen.,  was  elected  a  foreman  ;  but  whether  d« 
kccnduuis  uf  I  bis  John  wc  cannot  say.  Siill  it  may  be  suflicienC 
to  create  n  probability  that  the  aaid  John  wis  an  inhabitant  of 
I  be  tctmi. 

As  to  John  Hammond,  LLwD.,  Arthur  Gorges,  knt , 
Tboriiiin  Cut)>cpper.  we  imagine  tliey  cannot  by  any  stretch 
iiigfiiuily  be  conBiiif red  ns  Uarims  of  the  Port  of  Rye. 

Considering  the  number  of  freemen  oilmitLcd  during  the  rcig_ 

of  Queen  Klizabelht  ^'f*  cauuot  sec  lliat  any  great  diminutiool 

of  them  hod  as  yet  been  uccoui|)li(tb<-d,  although  wc  shall  hav« 

to  notice  nrcsently  ocnain  ituioratioDa,  the  teadcncy  of  which 
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was  e\ndentl7  to  effect  this  object.  The  niiniber  admillecl  was 
«nc  litmdrc-daDd  sixty,  and  sound  poliKy  as  yel  lortwidc  ilic  u>q 
cfcwf  ntstrictiiHi ;  lor  vitr  have  seen  thatin  \MH  the  Ports  fitted 
out  five  serviceable  shi]>a  and  a  piniincc,  wliioh  served  fuur 
motitlis  at  their  own  casta;  and  u{^n,  in  1696,  Hve  ships  of  one 
hundred  and  sixty  tons  each,  fiir  five  raonthv,  at  their  own  costs. 
The  pear  was  nut  ret  ripe;  but  the  two  antagonistic  principles 
were  already  called  into  exUtcnce. 

Uinririg  this  reign  many  changes  took  place,  directly  or 
indirerlly  affecting  ih*  ohj^inal  customs  and  usages  of  the 
Cinque  Porta  and  ancient  towns,  and  which  we  shall  proceed 
to  notice. 

Firstly-  Wc  have  already  ehowo  that  the  burjresses  were 
not  sitnimoncil  to  parliament  so  frequently  as  thcA'  furmerly 
had  been  :  but  this  only  nlTectKl  the  Ports  in  common  with  all 
other  iHjroughs  in  the  kingdom.  This  infrwiuency  ivas  the 
coiiHcquence  of  the  im|)t-mu!*  chunicter  of  Klizabetb,  who,  tielf- 
willed  like  her  father,  Henry  Vlll,  would  brook  no  contra- 
diction, and  was  therefore  determined  that  her  faithful  com- 
mons should  not  ton  often  fissrmblc  so  ns  to  leam  their  own 
strenirtb,  and  thus  interfere  with  or  control  her  power  luid 
aiiihoriiy.  In  the  first  year  of  her  reign  was  held  that  renowned 
parli.tnient  which  changed  the  religion  of  ihe  nation  frum 
Catholic  to  I'ruteatvit,  mid  in  wliicli  ibe  town  of  Rye  was 
represented  by  Richard  Fletcher  and  Robert  jMarshe.  And 
although  we  loay  regret  that  relif!;ion  sat  so  loosely  oa  the 
consciences  of  the  nation,  as  to  enable  its  representatives  to 
ohaogc  its  established  form  of  worship  fuur  times  since  the 
bcf^nniiig  of  the  reign  of  Heny  A^III,  Hlill,  an  good  Prolc.ttan Is, 
we  can  but  rejoice  nt  this  last  and  (innl  scltlemcnt;  and,  as 
men  of  Rye,  that  tbe  reprcDcnlatives  of  their  town  should  have 
aided  la  the  cause. 

Secondly.  We  have  thought  that  we  had  good  grounds  for 
supposing  all  the  earlier  burgesses  sent  to  pnrliiitnriit  were 
elected  from  the  inbiibiliiiits  of  the  respective  ports  which  they 
rroiesented.  But  now  we  see  strangers  intniduced  to  till  these 
officea.  IS'or  is  it  probable  that  this  innovation  was  ot  all  un- 
pnlauble  to  the  freemen,  for,  up  to  this  period,  the  returning 
of  members  to  partiameut  was  conudercd  more  of  a  burden 
than  of  an  hont>ur,  as  would  appear  from  the  fact  that,  in  the 
ly  EUzabclIi,  A.ii.  157'j,  tbe  wages  of  the  representatives  were 
raised  fnim  two  to  four  shilbngs  a  dny,  and,  if  tbe  strangers 
were  williog  to  senc  without  wages,  tbe  bargain  might  be  a 
good  one  for  the  freemen,  who  did  not  look  beyond  the  present 
moment.  Thut  such  n  bargain  comes  withm  the  range  of 
poasibility   will   be   apitarent  from    the    arrangement  which. 
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L7C10  telb  us,  vas  made  m  mfy  aa  die  reigD  of  Hntr;  VI 
betwMa  lh<  towna  of  Dover  and  Fermbam,  hv  which  the 
latter  tg^ved  to  allow  the  fimaer  to  nominate  once  in  three 
or  fear  yean  a  peraoo  to  represent  then  io  pariiampnt,  nn  cym- 
dittOD  of  receiving  frotn  iheta  annuaSiy  the  sum  o(  dmy  nhil- 
Ih^IS.  It  must  also  be  recollected  *tlux  the  lard  uanJeus 
■Momed  to  tbemKlve*  the  privilege  of  returalti^  one  (nr  t>otIi 
ocxaMODally)  of  the  representatires  of  each  of  the  Ports,  there- 
fore it  is  possible  ihnt  thnc  mcmbrnt,  who  were  not  free  Bnrons 
of  the  Ports,  miKfat  bare  been  their  nomiticrs  At  this  time 
Willism  Brook,  Lord  Cobhatn,  was  Lnrd  WardeD  of  the 
Cincjuc  Ports,  and  Thomas  Culpepper  mifcht  be  one  of  thnt 
{smilv  long  settled  io  Kent-  lloncvirr,  these  nrc  conjectures 
of  the  ^-alue  uf  which  our  readera  can  judge  as  veil  as  oiiraelvcs, 
and  BO  we  Icare  them. 

When  we  conaider  how  extremely  jealous  the  Barons  of  the 
Ports  were  of  the  interfeeenee  of  any  one  with  their  coocerns, 
we  can  but  think  ibis  inaoYiiitoD  of  (greater  imponaace  tbao 
at  first  sight  it  may  appear  to  be;  tor.  by  this  step,  they 
trusted  tbcin  with  the  miina^-mcrit  of  their  lUluirs  in  psrlia- 
ment,  who  had  no  direct  interest  in  watchinj;  over  those  privi- 
leges, of  which  they  were  so  justly  proud,  and  who  must 
naturally  have  bccD  made  acquainted  with  many  of  their 
tntemst  affairs,  which,  heretofore,  it  was  their  policy  to  keep 
secret  nmonj;  themselves. 

'I^irdly,  The  innovation  we  now  have  to  mention  itt  of  much 
greater  moment  than  any  hitherto  noticed.  Wc  have  had 
OCCftUOD  so  frequently  to  repeat  the  assertion,  that  the  npirit 
of  the  Charters  was  to  hold  out  ercry  inducement  to  perxiiis 
to  hecome  ft«e  Barons  of  the  Ports  to  assist  in  the  expenses 
of  their  shipping,  that  wc  ore  almost  atmid  wc  shall  ctia^ust 
our  readers  with  again  asserting  it ;  but,  nnle&s  this  is  borne  in 
mind,  the  msgniliide  of  the  change  wc  arc  about  to  record 
cannot  fiiUy  be  apprecintcd.  Originally  those  who  wished  to 
possess  the  freedom  of  the  port  h»d  only  to  go  before  the 
proper  court  and  express  tliis  desire,  and,  u»  conformin;;  to  the 
rules  Inid  down,  he  was  admitted  without  further  ditlteulty. 
But  now  we  shall  have  to  record  the  commencement  of  a  new 
order  of  things.  In  the  fourth  year  of  llie  reign  of  Rliznbclb, 
being  a.d.  I6()1,  a  decree  was  passed,  reg^ulating  the  fee  to  be 
paid  ny  different  parties  on  their  admission,  by  which  the  son 
of  a  freeman,  born  after  his  father  was  made  free,  was  admitted 
without  any  fee  wliatc>er.  A  native  of  the  town  (not  bom 
free)  paid  W\.  A  stranger,  that  is,  one  not  boni  in  tlie  town, 
paid  -IO*. 

In  this  decree  wc  do  not  know  that  there  was  anything 
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rensuntble ;  it  merelv  went  tu  define  whftl  wa*  b«fbre  iniloSnile. 
Tds  (liKliticttotis  in  the  price  of  admiaMon  seem  fair  and  juat. 
The  son  of  n  freeman  may  be  suniiustM],  thronj^h  \m  father, 
iiidin'ctly  to  have  eontrthuiei]  all  Ins  lifetime  lowarils  the  ex- 
pt'itsoi  of  the  port.  Tlic  native  of  the  town,  though  not  free* 
bwm,  might  still  personally  have  borii«  his  lot  if  tie  had  not 
iMtid  his  scot ;  whilt.  in  the  cusc  of  the  stranger,  il  might  no 
lin)i|H-ii  ihal  he  came  into  the  tiiwn  just  after  a  heavy  contri- 
bution hiiil  Ix-ni  niidcd.  tmii  therefore  it  was  equitable  that  he 
bliotild  euntribntc  more  than  the  others.  'I'hi*  de<'ree  waa 
made  n(  an  ussembly  of  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty, 
without  which  nn  decree  could  be  binding.  Bnt  ns  the  freemen 
were  invextcil  with  their  new  privilcgca  by  tlic  mayor,  who 
might  be  com|>elted  to  confer  ihcm  on  any  person,  pro|>erIy 
quiililie«l,  "ho  deinandett  (hem,  they  were  ihe  [lartics  on  whom 
it  wa«  neers^ary  to  initrase  iienallies  to  prevent  an  imdiie 
exercise  of  their  prerogative  ;  hence  it  was  also  dccrc<rd  at  the 
uinic  time,  thiiC  any  mayor  otlending,  cuntmry  to  this  order, 
»huiild  forfeit,  for  every  such  offence,  the  sum  of  forty  shillings, 
tn  be  Irfied,  to  the  use  of  this  township,  by  the  jurats  of  the 
same  for  the  time  being. 

'I'liis  Um  [>rovi»iuii,  thou>;li  not  unjust,  serves  to  show  the 
spirit  of  elian^^-  which  then  beean  to  arisi^.  However,  there  is 
another  eliungc  to  be  recorded,  which,  far  from  being  thus 
harmless,  was  pregnant  with  evils,  which  were  not  fully  de- 
vdoped  until  nearly  two  centuries  afterwards.  When  Mr, 
Henry  (Jayner  was  mayor,  in  1571,  a  decree  was  made,  grant- 
ing to  the  mayor,  for  the  lime  being,  the  privilege  of  innklng 
one  Ireeinnn.  during  his  mayoralty,  wtiboiil  the  payment  of 
any  fee.  This  was  a  frilal  step,  clothing  the  mayor  with  an 
Ruihurity  never  contemplated  by  the  Charters,  mhlMng  the 
town  of  the  feea  which  should  liave  been  paid,  and  tending 
evcntuiilly  tu  close  up  two  of  the  avenuea  through  which  the 
iiihahiliiiitH  (if  the  town  had  been  wont  to  enter  into  the 
Haiictuin  surirtoriim  of  the  CiiK|ue  Ports.  Under  this  decree 
no  less  than  fimrlet^n  freemen  were  admitted  to  the  full  eojoy- 
inciit  of  (he  privileges,  at  the  mere  fiiil  of  one  man. 

Fourthly.  In  the  records  of  the  town  is  found  the  following 
entry:  "  At  n  common  assembly,  holden  the  26th  day  of  January, 
in  the  set'entecnth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  hwly  ftueen 
KliKaWth,  being  then  unci  there  aaseniblcd  William  l>avi», 
mayor,  ihe  Jiimts,  and  commons,  il  is  decreed,  condescended, 
■nd  folly  agreed  that  forthwith  there  »hnll  be  ehoscn,  out  of 
Mid  from  the  must  wise  and  diMrrect  and  honest  coinmnncni  of 
this  town  of  Rye,  twenty-four  persons  besides  the  common 
clerk,  which  maketb  twenty  live  in  the  whole,  by  the  mayor 
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and  jurats  ;  which  persons,  so  choRcn,  «hall  be  called  the  coid- 
mon  council  of  th'c  town,  and  shall  cvm*  Hfif**!!  dsiyf,  that  is 
to  tayi  the  Monday  beiore  the  day  of  the  coiDinoii  court  (»uil 
■fter,  if  need  rcqiiiri',  ntul  [}ii.Tvuiito  specially  unrned},  HHsemhlc 
ihemKclvcs  it>p«tlier  before  the  mayor  and  jurats  at  the  court- 
hall,  there  to  have  cunfcreuce  with  them  about  or  concvrninft 
th«  Mate,  of  the  B«id  tovrti,  or  about  Uie  common  silairs,  profit, 
and  business  of  the  lamc  tonii,  and  whatsoever  the  said  mayor, 
or  junitH  aii<l  o<>ininon  couticil,  or  ihc  more  pxrt  of  them,  shall 
then  or  there  dctcnniiie  and  agree  upon  ;  or  ivhat  dccrrc,  onlcr, 
or  law  iH>cv«T  ttxy  kUuII  mitkc,  the  same  to  -ilimJ  tirni  and  to 
be  to  as  good  ctfcct  and  purpose,  as  though  the  whole  com- 
munily  of  the  said  town  had  liecn  thereunto  callvd,  ntid  there- 
unto consented.  And  the  said  mayor  and  jurats  shall  not  deal 
in  any  of  the  affairft  and  business  of  the  »aid  town  which 
touchcth  the  state,  profit,  and  general  commodity  of  tUc  sainCt 
without  the  consent  of  the  said  council,  or  the  more  pari  of 
tbcin,  aiid  thai  whosoever  of  the  said  mayor,  jurats,  or  com- 
mon council  which  shall  disclose  or  opirn  at  large  unyihiug 
talked  of,  spoken,  or  done  aniotif{!tt  themselves  in  their  asu;m- 
blies,  which  au<>bt  not  to  be  opened  or  revealed,  and  the  samo 
juMtly  proved  by  two  suflicient  witin-ftiwK,  then  every  jumt  or 
perMin  of  the  common  councU,  so  otYrndinjc,  to  be  tined  by 
the  mayor  and  the  rest  of  the  jurats  and  common  council,  or 
the  more  part  of  them,  and  also  disfranchised.  And  if  it 
happen  the  mayor  himself  to  olFend  therein,  he  to  be  fined 
by  the  jurats  and  common  council,  or  the  more  part  of  them, 
and,  when  he  is  out  of  his  mayoralty,  to  be  disfranchised  also. 
n'liich  fines  to  be  Icncd,  by  w  ttv  of  distress,  to  the  use  of  the 
town,  as  other  duties  accnsiomnhly  are  levietl.'' 

AVhntcvcr  might  have  been  the  object  of  this  decree,  whether 
the  mayor  and  jtimt-s,  mivious  to  limit  the  {low'cr  of  the  com- 
inons  and  extend  ihcir  own,  thought  itie  four  and  twenty 
re|)retH-Dtativos  of  the  tatter  would  he  n  mon!  manageable  body 
thnn  llu"  whole  coramuniiy,  or,  whether  it  wn»  huriesily  liclicved 
by  all  parties  that  the  general  atlairs  of  the  town  might  be 
bctUT  managed  by  this  HcU-ct  body,  it  docs  not  upprnr  that 
the  «kTrec  was  long  acted  upon,  for  we  find  it  was  repealed 
verj-  nnon  afterwurdi. 

Fifthly.  W'c  have  the    following  entry  applicable  to   our 

prMcnt  argument:     "At  the  court-hall  of  Uyc.   the  Sunday 

in  ihe  oftrniiion  of  the  aOlb  of  Aiijzust,  the  -'  I  Kliy^bcth,  Jobo 

.  Fagge  did  miike  and  elect  unto  him  for  jurats.  aa>^)6tant  unto 

'  him    In  justifCj  ilic»e   persons    following  (iMTe   follow   twelve 

names). 

"  Tlicse  persons,  being  thus  nominated  and  set  down,  were 
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«allc(l  to  Ukc  ihcir  oaths,  of  whum  Mr.  Sliarp,  Mr.  Culbyn, 
Ir.  Onbtiplt.  Mr.  Katclitfe  were  sworn ;  Mr.  Gaymer,  Mr. 
/*  Mr.  CarpeuKir,  Mr.  EJollV  rL-fuKcil  to  be  snorn  ;  for  itial, 
ihcy  alleged,  llif  thin!  time  of  clectiiift  Mr,  Fagge,  mayor, 
nvas  aj^ainst  the  cuatom  luij  iisiigu  of  tlie  town ;  ntid,  until 
such  time,  as  tliey  uere  rcaolvetl  in  coiiscien(.>e  what  to  do 
therein,  they  jirayed  their  oaths  mieht  be  sparvd." 

Such  and  no  strong  was  the  spirit  of  innovation  thai,  in  this 
reigti,  exerciited  Its  inilumcv  over  iht-  iiistittitions  of  the  ancient 
lo«  ti  I'f  Ryo ;  nor  is  this  to  be  wondt-rcd  at,  when  we  itinsidcr 
the  iiiilurf  of  t lie  tiiiim  in  nhicli  it  nroiir.  .\i) tenor  to  the  iiertud, 
wlu-n  Luther  tirst  brnflched  the  doctrines  of  the  llrformution, 
religion,  to  the  ei^cat  bulk  of  the  nulionH  of  Kuropr,  niis  a 
ticuifd  book;  and  an  the  public  mind  wax  thus  fettered  on 
tbiH,  the  moftt  imporlflnt  of  oil  subjects  to  n  rational  being,  it 
almost  nccesbarity  followed  that  it  became  narrowed  and  cun- 
triicted  on  all  others.  But,  when  thitt  great  apo.sl1c  preaclie4l 
that  all  men  were  at  liberty  to  think  for  tliemsctves  in  matters 
touching  the  salvation  of  their  souls,  tbt  slen  was  a  vciy  short 
one  that  led  them  lo  feel  they  were  enliile<l  to  the  same  free- 
dom of  tbougbl  as  n-ganled  ihe  alfaire  of  this  wortd.  Al- 
though munv  years  might,  and  probably  did,  elapse  before  all 
this  was  fnllv  felt  in  this  eoimtry,  yet  when  Henry  VIU 
hruke  the  ^'ul  ofllie  book  by  rhiinging  the  religion  ot  Kngland, 
and  when,  in  ihe  reigns  of  his  llirrc  children  (I'-dward  VI, 
Moiy,  and  Elizabeth],  in  the  short  space  of  eleven  yearst  it 
underwent  three  additional  changes,  men's  miiida  were  naturally 
awakened  from  their  long  sleep:  religion  became  a  topic  of 
discussion,  and,  of  cnursr,  potilic»  soon  followed  in  her  track. 
Thus  the  spirit  of  inquiry  wns  loosened  trom  bcr  bonds,  and 
hence,  whatever  doubts  ini^bt  be  entertained  as  to  the  town 
of  Rye  having  at  any  earlier  period  entered  upon  ihe  second 
Btaftc.  of  licr  political  existence,  none  could  now  exist.  She 
had  DOW,  beyond  all  contradiction,  passed  into  that  transition 
Slate,  thniugb  which  she  was  destined  to  proceed,  until  her 
original  constitution  was  so  completely  cnunged  that  men 
might,  with  the  strictest  truth,  exdaira/"  old  things  are  done 
away  ;  all  things  are  become  new."     But  the  end  was  not  yet. 

JAMES   I. 

i.m  or  stmscNTtTivM. 

IMS.  'Ihouuv  llaDiand. 'I'lioauu  Vounflf. 

ISiO.  Ktiutfl  tilSurt,  in.  AnpL 

IIUI,  Tho.  C«a«r>y,  Jo.  Aiigot  (ta  flKV  of  Edvand  Canwiy.  knt.,  «lMaen  Ibr 
W.nrlck.) 

Of  these  we  find  Thomas  Hamond  a  free  Baron  of  the  town. 
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as  before  mentioned.  Tbotnus  Yauti^  vna  udmittcil  to  bis  free- 
dom in  ia'ti.  Whether  Lenn»rd,  GiffoH,  and  Angel  were  io- 
hii1>i(»ntE>  ur  not  itc  cannot  say  ;  but  thai  the  two  Convrayi  were 
fiirun^rti  ihcre  ntn  be  no  doubt. 


l.t!IT  OF  FKEKM  KV. 

"  'i'iA  Mnv.  Ut  Jnmes.  Steplicn  Mason  was  made  n  frci'iuau 
by  Ihc  niiiyor  mid  bin  1ircthcreu,'n'ith  tbe«oiiwrit  of  the  rest  of 
ttir  jurats,  and  was  made  free  of  the  heap,  and  paid,  fur  both 
his  fn'cdom*,  o4f.  -tW. 

*■  l'7tli  Aukm  Ut  James.  Tbia  day  John  OsylifT  ia,  by  Mr. 
Mnyor  and  his  brethervn,  made  n  nvcman,  and  pnid  for  tbe 
aainc  40*. 

"  20ih  April,  3d  Jamos.  This  day  Robert  Thoma»,  of  Rye, 
nii-rc))iiiit,  |iurcbii!iv<l  bis  freedom,  by  the  conKi-nt  of  .Mr.  Mayor 
and  his  IircUtrren.  and  jHiid  for  ihi.'  same,  tn  this  corporation,  X'4. 

7ih  Jidy,  1^0l>,  -lib  Janics.  Also,  at  this  assembly,  Mex. 
Fawkt's,  of  Rye,  was.  by  Mr,  Mayor  and  his  brethcren,  made  a 
fm-nian,  bcinjf  elected  by  Mr.  !klayor,  hia  own  appointment. 

"  Also,  at  the  same  assembly.  Oco.  Scn,'icc,  of  Rye,  purchased 
bis  fncrdotii  of  the  town,  and  paid  for  the  name  .^Os. 

"Also,  the  satnr  day.  I'etcr  HarriHon,  of  Rye,  beer  brewer, 
pnrrUased  Iiis  freedom,  nnd  |tniJ  for  ibr  uimc  AUt. 

*'Tbis  day.  John  Oillani,  tbc  son  of  Robert  Gillom,  late  of 
Hyc  aforesaid,  baker,  deecased.  being  Irecbom  (that  is  to  tay) 
his  father  being  a  fVceman  before  the  said  John  Gillnm  was 
born,  was,  by  Mr.  Maior  and  bis  brctberen,  admitted  by  Ids 
fatberV  copy. 

"At  an  assembly,  hclii  U'lb  Nov.,  4  James. 

"  At  (bit*  itflsetiilily  Rich.  FoslrcU  did  purchase  liin  freedom, 
and  iintd  for  Ihc  same  40f. 

"  'I'hc  same  day,  nlio,  by  the  consent  of  tJie  whole  a»!*embly, 
John  Friwneys  (in  regard  of  hia  good  scniccs,  heretofort:  done, 
8n<l  bercaOer  is  expected  to  be  done,  unto  tb is  corporation)  bntb 
Ilia  frct-dum  f;nitis. 

"  Also,  tbe  same  day,  ITios.  Marsh,  heinjr  freehorn,  was,  by 
Mr.  Mayor  and  his  brethcren.  udmittcd  to  his  freedom. 

"  \m'l.  Thft«.  Higgonft,  mayor.  This  day  Fxtwnrd  Griffin. 
of  tbe  fre<T  ftift  of  Mr.  Thoma»  Mamon,  late  maior  for  the  year 
pn»t,  bad  his  freedom  given  him,  being  nllowed  thereunto  by 
Mr.  Mayor  luid  bis  brethcren. 

*'  Also,  ihc  name  day,  John  Thomas  purcbasfd  his  freedam, 
mid  |wid.  to  che  oonioralion,  for  the  same,  X5. 

"  Also,  the  (iimic  dny.  the  said  John  Thomas  was  msdefrce  of 
the  heap,  and  paid,  to  the  cnrjioralJon,  for  the  same,  iOi. 

"  Uiuft,  ^ibJuly.  Thos    Hipffons.  mayor.     Matthew  Yi 
in,  gratis,  msdc  a  frecmnn,  by  the  mayor. 
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**  16Ui  Dec.  Richard  Portriff,  mayor.  ThU  day,  Francis 
Homen-ood  waa,bjf  thp  consent  of  Mr.'Mayorand  hisbrcthcrcn, 
made  free,  being  ihcrcunto  elected  by  Mr.  Mayor,  for  bis  free- 
man. 

"  1609,  7th  Aug.  This  day  Thomas  Pelt,  of  Rye,  mercer, 
wan  made  a  ft-eemoa,  and  did  pay,  fur  tlie  purcbasiiig  of  bis 
freedom,  £i, 

"  Also,  the  same  day,  William  Thomas,  of  Rye,  yeoman,  wa» 
made  a  frcemao,  and  did  pay,  for  tUc  purchasing  his  free- 
dom, £5. 

"  AJao,  (he  same  day,  Henry  Shelby,  of  Rye  aforesaid,  sailor, 
vras  made  a  freeman,  and  did  [lay,  fur  purcbaaing  of  bis  freo 
dom,  40s. 

"  1609, 6lb  Nov.  Richard  Corkram,  mayor.  Tbiaday  Ricbarxl 
Okc  was,  by  Mr.  Mayor  and  his  bretheren,  made  a  freeman,  aod 
did  pay,  for  the  purchttsinR  thereof,  -lO*. 

"  Also,  the  same  dity,  Mark  Thomas  purchased  bis  freedom, 
and  paid  fur  the  sutnc  ^Ot. 

"  AUo,  the  same  dny,  John  Sole,  the  elder,  purchased  bis 
freedom,  and  paid  for  the  same  4U(, 

''Also,  the  »ame  day,  Vim.  Oke,  the  son  of  the  said  Richard 
Oke,  of  Rye,  Hsbcrman,  purchased  his  frcodomi  and  paid  for  tbe 
same  £6. 

"1609,  8th  Nov.  Richard  Corkram,  mayor.  This  day  John 
Palmer,  of  Rye,  mercer,  bud  liia  freedom,  gratis,  g;ivcn  him  by 
Mr.  Mayor. 

"  Also,  Ihc  same,  Stephen  Frcncham,  Mr.  Mayor's  sergeant, 
had  his  freedom  gi\'en  him,  gratis,  by  Mr.  Mayor  and  bis 
brctbcrcn,  in  regard  of  his  good  service  heretofore  done  to  this 
corporation. 

**  1611,  23d  Aug.  Rich.  Corkram,  mavor.  This  day  Tho». 
Peacock  is,  by  Mr.  Mayor,  made  his  freeman,  gratis,  as  hath 
been  iiectistomed. 

20th  Nov.,  9th  James.  This  day  Joseph  Bentrick  and  Joseph 
Carpenter,  being  both  frecborn,  desired  to  be  mode  free  of  this 
cor^Mmiion,  according  to  the  ancient  usages  of  this  town,  and 
to  them,  by  Mr.  Mayor  and  bia  bi-cthcreii  above  written,  it  was 
granted. 

"  John  Swayne,  of  Rye  aforesaid,  tisliermau,  the  18th  day  of 
this  present  month  of  December,  in  the  open  court  of  Rye,  was, 
by  Mr.  Mayor  and  bis  bretheren,  made  a  freeman  of  the  said 
town,  and  in  conson.  of  Iiis  service  done  unto  the  said  town, 
beinfr  heretofore  cbambcrUkia  of  the  same,  he  piiid  for  his  freedom 
untu  the  chamberlain  but  30(. 

"  Itil3,  2d  Aug.  This  day,  also,  George  Taylor,  gent.,  with 
tbe  consent  of  Nfr.  Mavor,  Mr.  Colbraud,  Mr.  Porter,  and  Mr. 
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Young,  and  (he  asscmbiy  of  the  commoniiU}'  ufurrsaid,  was 
tn»de  a  freenmo,  aad  paid  for  tlie  purchasing  thereof  40^. ;  but 
thi«  ossciiibly,  in  coiiBon.  of  ihc  pood  service  tliry  vxihtI  ibe 
SRid  Grorjp;  will  bt-ruufter  do  lo  this  coriKjration,  have  reRiiitvd 
20*.  of  th«  said  4U*. 

"4th  Nov.,  lUili  James.  This  dayi  U'iii'*  tlie  ecnerol  court 
Any,  Mr.  Miiyor,  wiih  (he  consent  of  his  brtthcrtn.  did  elect 
and  choose  Thomas  licaiucs  to  be  hi»  frcvajau,  uccordiug  to  the 
niicicnl  unAge,  which  he  gave  him  ^atis. 

"4lh  Oct.,  Ilth  Janies.  Tl»i*  day  Allen  Gritble,  of  Bye 
nforosaid,  fleshtr,  is,  by  our  mayor,  nccordiug  lo  the  ancient 
usa;;e  of  this  town,  tnitdc  his  freeman. 

*'  'I'he  sjime  day,  also,  the  afnrcsaid  Alien  Grihble  was  made 
free  of  (he  hca|>e,  and  paid  for  the  sumc,  to  this  corpomtioii,  tiiis. 

"  2lt>t  Feb.,  lUth  Jaiiie«.  This  day  Thomas  Sniytbe.  <^  Uyc* 
cordiner,  purchased  his  freedom  for  the  sum  of  £^i. 

^3l)th  Mai-ch,  1 1th  Jdiiies.  Thisday  Edward  Hriulen,  Esq., 
lately  elected  one  of  the  Barons  (o  the  Pai'lioincntj  did  take  the 
oulb  of  a  freeman  l:>  this  corporation. 

"2lslSept.,  I'2th  Jamca.  Thi%  day  John  Greenfield  waa 
mode  rrve  by  Mr.  Mayor  and  his  brclhcren  above  mimed,  beiug 
elected  by  Mr.  Mayor  to  be  bis  freeman,  aud,  thflrcfore,  be  bad 
the  Mime  given  him  gnitis. 

The  same  day,  also,  the  soid  John  Greenfield  was  made  free 
of  the  licapc,  and  paid  unto  the  chamberlain  for  (be  »unie«Ut, 

^  "  27th  Au<r.,  13th  James,  'litis  day  Mr.  Phillip|t  llnKlerhod 
bia  fn.vdom  gave  him,  ^pratia,  by  Mr,  Mayor,  aa  his  frcvmoi)  for 
thi-s  year,  elected  acconlinj^  to  ancient  decre«. 

"  I(il7,  5th  July,  loth  James,  Richard  Cockriuii  was,  by 
Mr.  Mayor  andhis  brethcren,  made  a  freeman,  gratis  as  the 
mayor's  gift. 

"  lt>24,  lOth  Dec.    This  day,  in  open  court,  Itiehard  Uake^ 
being  frcebom,  was,  by  Mr.  Mayor  and  hi*  brcUtervn,  gratis, 
made  a  freeman. 

"  Likewise,  this  day,  William  Key  was,  by  Mr.  Mayor  and  his 
brethcren,  made  a  freeman  of  this  town,  and  |iaid  for  his  frce- 
dnm  4*ii. 

"  Likc\rise,  this  day,  Mr.  Mayor,  with  the  consent  of  his 
brctheren,  made  Thomas  Diicke  hi«  freeman,  gratia. 

"  1G25,  UJih  Feb.  Tliisday,  io  open  court,  Mr.  .Mayor,  with 
the  consent  of  the  jurats,  made  John  French  hialreetnwi.grati*. 

"Q^d  Jaincn.  This  day,  nlao,  John  Sharp,  Gent-,wns,by  Mr. 
Mayor  and  his  hrethereii,  made  a  fVeeiDan  of  tlu-  town  of  Uyc, 
and  is  to  [my  for  the  same  40i." 

In  tbeie  eoti-ic*  we  may  trace  many  cleviationa  from  the 
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orif^nat  mode  of  admitting  men  to  the  enjoyment  of  tlic 
frunchise.  In  the  2Hth  article  of  the  Cuatomal  it  sayn,  "  where 
any  stranpcr  comcth  into  the  town  and  iiihabitcth,  mid  there 
dnc'lloih  b_v  n  whole  year  and  a  dny,  and  useth  some  honeiit 
cmA,  of  f[oi>d  guiding  mid  coiivcrxntt»t),  and  ilrsireth  the 
fmnchtso,  he  shall  come  hefure  the  mayor  and  thejiirats,  in  the 
jiUyn  coiniiioii  court,  praying  to  have  the  rmuchisc ;  upon  whirh, 
iiis  petition,  it  shall  be  awarded  tvhnt  he  shall  pnjr  unto  the 
comniunidty  for  hix  suit!  franchiw,"  &c. 

Tlius,  having  complied  with  the  rules  here  laid  down,  the 
■trangtr  had  only  in  y^n  and  demand  liis  IVccdoin,  and  he  had 
it;  and  up  to  the  end  of  the  reign  of  EliKahclh,  there  n  oo  in- 
Klanci'  on  record,  that  wc  are  aware,  of  any  one  who  was  ttiua 
qualifinl  Ijcine  refused  admission.  And  the  decree  fixing  the 
fine  to  be  paid  for  the  future,  although  it  inercoecd  that  pre- 
viously received,  did  not  interfere  uith  the  former  right  of  ad- 
mission.    Accordingly  wc  find  Ihe  entnes  to  run  thus : 

"  Hyf.  At  ttii  asacmUy,  hulden  the  20lli  Aut^ust,  4ih  Eliz. 
The  same  dav  Nicholas  B:iker  is  admitted  a  freeman,  and 
payelli,  iherefore,  40(-;  scilt.  in  hand  20^^  and  20f.  within 
tiftecn  days/' 

Thtt  door  of  invitation  wa-t  not  yet  closed ;  for  we  find  the 
■aid  rsich<d]is  Baker  wa-s  allowed  to  pay  his  fine  at  two  instal> 
mcnt»,  a  fiivonr  which  would  not   have  been  granted  had  the 
desire  of  lessening  the  freemen  been  as  yet  in  full  force.     At 
tlie  same  assembly, 
"Robert  Carpenter,^ 
Thomae  Bishop,     {  be  admitted  freemen,  for  that  their  fa- 
John  (iyc,  ( ihcrs  were  free,  and  have  their  oaths/' 
John  Prowse,  ) 

'*  At  an  assembly,  the  6th  of  September.  'Jth  Eliz  ,  1  '(^t>. 

"  The  same  clay  is  made  free,  by  his  father's  copy,  Thomas 
Colbran,  and,  if  his  father  was  nut  free  at  his  birtb,  then  he 
promiseth  to  pay  Iuk  30(.,  and  wt  hath  his  oath. 

"  The  same  day,  Richar^l  Staccy  and  John  Greenaway,  in 
consideration  of  their  honest  Iwhaviour,  be  made  free,  and  paid 
therefore,  either  of  them,  4(1«, 

"  Vet,  if  Richard  Staccy  do  not  come  and  dwell  in  the  said 
town,  within  n  year  and  a  day,  then  he  to  lose  his  freedom  and 
dwelliag. 

**  The  Aame  dnv  is  made  a  freeman  Edward  l^ndall  and  Thomas 
Ailale,  and  they  have  paid  therefore,  either  of  them,  A*Ji. 

**  Hye.    At  an  aA9embly,  holden  Aug.  28th,  IDth  Eliz.,  l.^i'7. 

"  At  which  assembly  John  Pa^e  is  made  free,  mid  paid, 
therefore,  40f. 

"And  also,  the  same  day,  Robert  Bennett  and  John  Bennett 
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be  nuMk  free,  br  virtue  of  tbetr  {ithcr'a  c<>P7i  Bccording  to  the 
custom,  aiid  iave  iheir  oatlis. 

"Ataa  CMcmblr,  holdco  the  16tlt  April,  17tb  Eliz^  a^d. 
1674. 

"  Joha  Bowct,  licing  bom  in  Rye,  ts  made  a  freeman,  oad 
payeth  for  the  same  '2Mt^  and  Vld,  for  books. 

"  KJn-inl  Johnson,  hting  born  omt  oflhr  totcn,  t§  made  n  frrC- 
tnan,  and  payeth  for  the  same  AOt ,  aawdiitg  to  the  dtcret,  and 
\'2d.  for  hooks. 

"  Rirhurd  Almon,  i>ei»^  bom  out  oftkt  torn,  is  made  n  frre- 
man,  and  payeth  for  the  same  40*.  as  followcth:  t?0».  out  of 
band,  and  other  20i.  ai  ifae  opening  of  the  box,  at  Bartholomew 
next. 

"  Robert  March,  »Thc*e  two,  being J'rtfbonty  have  taken  iltc 
Simon  Smith.    >  freeman's  oath,  and  do  pay  the  vine  accus- 
tomed, and   I2d.  a  ptccc  for  hooW. 

"  At  on  aaaembly,  boUIen  the  9th  March,  18th  Klix.  1575. 

"  LucyPhiUipcmMmodi;  frrc,  nntl|HidforlhcHiime20«.,  being 
born  in  the  towit,  and  paid  \'2il.  for  hooks  and  \'2d.  for  wine. 

"  At  an  assembly,  holdcn  the  Slat  Aug.,  19  £liz.  1676. 

*<At  tltia  assembly  were  James  Perull  and  John  Osborne 
made  free  of  the  town  and  Ports,  and  paid  for  their  freedom 
40t.  a-piece,and  I'id.  a-piece  for  huokii,  besides  the  wine,  andto 
were  svrorn. 

"  At  an  assembly,  holdcn  llih  Jan.,  20th  Eliz.  1677, 

"  Willtam  Copsori,  boru  im  the  Imcn,  is  made  free,  and  payeth 
for  the  same  20*.,  and  \2J.  for  hooks." 

These  entries  are  practical  illustrations  of  the  mode  in  which 
the  spirit  of  the  origiiiul  Charters  was  earned  into  effect,  and 
■how  hoTC  failtifully  the  decree  of  the  'Ith  of  Elizabeth,  A.n. 
1561,  wttj*  acted  up  to.  In  the  cases  of  Robert  Carpenter, 
Thomas  Bishop,  John  Gye,  John  Prowse,  Thomas  Colbrui, 
Robert  and  John  fii:nnctt,  Robert  March,  and  Simon  Smith, 
we  see  the  operation  of  the  tirst  clause ;  in  those  of  John  Bowes, 
Lucy  Phillips,  and  William  Copson,  that  of  the  second ;  and  in 
those  of  Nicholas  Baker,  KJchard  Siacry,  John  Greenaway, 
I-'ittv;ii-d  Tiiidall,  Thomas  Adalc,  John  Fapg,  Kdivaid  Johnson, 
Kith.  Almon,  James  Pereall,  and  John  Osborne,  wc  recognize 
tlie  third. 

Ill  the  instances  of  Richard  Staccy  and  John  Greenaway,  the 
wonls  "  in  consideration  of  their  honest  behaviour,"  show  that 
the  words  of  the  28th  article  of  the  Customal  were  not  then  a 
dead  Iclter  {  while,  at  the  &ame  time,  the  remark  •'  that  if  Stncey 
ill)  not  come  and  <lnell  in  the  said  town  within  aycar  and  a  day, 
ilicii  he  loM<  his  freedom  and  dwelling,"  pretty  plainly  indicates 
lliat  no  nutdwelier  was  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  (ree- 
duni  of  the  town. 
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.\t  the  vrry  commcnccincDt  of  the  reign  of  James  I,  freah 
innovations  ncm  made.  Thus  we  tind  the  fine  for  admiiision 
wtu  no  longer  fixed,  but  became  arbitrary-,  iiit  appe&rK  under, 
viz.: 

M   t.   d. 
lUtWrt  TlioniM  |iDtd        -  .  .  .  --loo 

Gcaq[«  SrrriFv  -  -  -  ■  .  S10    4 

John  Tbomiu     -  -  •  •  ..tOd 

Ti)4>m«  Pctt  .  -  .  -  A     O    9 

WiUiun  Tlioaiu  -  -  -  •  ^jlOO 

William  Uke  -  .  -  .  .  A    O    0 

Tfconwi  SmjtlM  -  -  -  •         >     9    Q 

These  pcTBons,  with  some  few  others,  ending  with  th«  last- 
named  Thum&s  Smytbe,  are  said  to  have  pitrcfiaieti  tlieir 
freedom,  a  word  not  previously  used  in  any  of  the  entries,  and 
serving  Co  mnrk  anottivr  process  bjr  which  the  door  of  entrance 
was  narrowed.  This  expression  is  not  found  after  lU  Jumes  I, 
A.o.  Vi\%  when  wc  find  the  word  tUettd  introduced. 

Under  the  operation  of  this  change  we  shall  sec  that  the 
freemen  now  began  gradually  to  be  lessened  ;  for,  whereas 
during  the  forty-live  years  of  ibe  reirn  of  Elizabeth,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  new  admiaaiotm,  nvcra^ring  nearly 
four  yearly,  in  the  twenty-two  years  of  Jamca  I  there  were 
only  ihiriy-six,  being  less  than  two  a.  year.  And  these  thirty- 
aix  were  adtnitted  ui  the  follovring  manner: 

Itj  puTchaM  ......  M 

Uj  eletilon  ......  t 

By  tbe  nitijat  -           .           .           .          .          .  g 

Bjr  blrikrtcM  ......  | 

f(«prM«nt«t)**>  ......  I 


1'bc  decree  now  seems  to  hare  been  cutircly  foi^ttcn ;  w« 
no  lonj^er  find  it  said,  this  man,  Ariwff  ftorn  in  the  lowti,  paid 
'2Df.,  and  this  mnn,  firing  ftoru  out  of  t&f  /oton,  paid  •lUi. ;  all 
right  to  the  freedom  except  by  birth  was  now  rejected;  andy 
of  course,  a«  thus  two  of  the  great  original  avenues  to  the 
franchises  were  closed  that  by  birth  became  propurtioaolly 
narrowed  also. 

This  ({reat  and  rapid  declension  of  men  admitted  to  cbe 
freedom,  and  the  mosnii  by  which  this  now.desired  object  wat 
attained,  may  be  uceuunted  for,  in  fcnc  measure,  by  the  fact 
that,  during  the  whole  of  this  reign,  the  Ports  were  never  ouce 
called  upon  lu  (it  out  their  shipping  for  the  public  sertice;  and 
hence,  the  dread  of  this  expense  beinfj^  much  lessened,  (he 
principal  chcc.lc  to  the  political  wrong-doing  of  the  parties,  who 
were  thus  combining  to  deprive  the  lowu  of  its  ancient 
liberlica,  was  removeo. 
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Among  the  novrltics,  now  introduced,  was  thnt  of  coiifirring 
tlic  freedom  on  the  representatives  of  the  town ;  the  first  iri- 
BtAnce  of  which  we  have  in  ihi;  person  of  liktward  Henil«n,  KiKj., 
and  thifl  arose  nut  of  a  decree  of  the  Court  of  BrothrrhDoil, 
which  wns  orig;inftlly  made  in  tlic  yvax  1  j"2,  and  which  s«ta 
forth  :  ''Tlmt  no  pcmnn  in  fuitire  shoidd  be  elected  (a  represent 
either  of  the  Cinque  Ports  or  their  ancient  towns  in  parliament, 
unless  they  were  free  Barons  and  resident  in  llic  port  or  lowo, 
or  nn  ndviscr  of  ilie  Ports,  umler  a  penalty  of  forty  pounds." 
This  not  having  been  fully  acted  uu  to,  at  another  meeting 
<rf  llie  delegates  at  a  similar  court,  in  IG03,  the  subject  was 
a^n  introduced,  when  a  seirond  decree  wna  passed,  in  tbe 
prcanibli-  of  wliicb  they  rreitcd  a  part  of  the  former  which, 
tlicy  said,  had  btfeii  tVniiid  by  experifiicc  wholesome  and  profit- 
able to  the  public  weal  of  the  Cincpic  Porta  and  their  ancient 
toiTiis  anil  members  ;  and  yet  the  siimc  h«d  not  hei-n  obser\-ed 
to  the  great  prejudice  of  the  Ports,  their  towns,  and  members  " 
They  tlicrvforc  ngain  ordained  and  estub1i.thed :  "  That  if  the 
mayors,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  the  said  Cinque  Porta  aud 
their  ancient  towns,  nt  any  time  or  tim^^s  hereafter,  shall 
elect  or  choose  any  person  or  pcreoua  to  be  a  Baron,  for  any 
of  the  said  Ports  or  towns,  to  represent  them  in  parliament, 
excepting  auch  a  jiersoo  be  a  freeuiati  and  an  inbabitsnt  of  tlie 
Ports,  their  two  mieient  towns,  or  their  members,  or  some  one 
of  them,  before  or  at  the  ilay  of  teat  of  any  writ,  that  tlico 
the  mayor,  jurats,  and  cutnmoners.  of  everv  of  tbe  said  Cinque 
Ports  an;l  their  two  ancient  tovnR,alia11  forleil  and  pay^  for  every 
time  so  oflFcrding,  the  sum  of  forty  pounds." 

These  decrees  seem  to  bear  out  the  opinion  we  have  pre- 
viously given,  thai  originally  the  members  were  free  Barons 
of  the  Ports.  We  expn-s«cd  surprise  that  tlic  Porta  should 
intrust  tbcir  iulercfits  to  the  hands  of  atratigvrs,  and  make 
them  cognizant  of  all  their  secret  affair*.  EviTs  having  anscn, 
08  wu  suppose,  from  this  system,  they  now  reverted  to  tlieir 
first  plan,  and,  though  they  did  not  earr^-  out  the  decrees  to  the 
exact  letter,  by  insisting  on  every  member  being  an  inhabitant, 
they  took  the  preeuuiion  of  mukinj;  them  freemen,  and  thus 
of  compelling  tncm  to  take  the  freeman's  oath  by  which  they 
were  bound  "to  bear  faitb  to  tbe  mayor,  jurats,  and  com- 
monutty  of  the  town,  and  the  estate  of  the  fraiichlMrs  and  the 
liliertica  of  the  said  town  to  keep,  help,  and  maintain  to  the 
beet  of  their  power,  and  in  no  wise  to  Ik  knowing  or  eounu^U 
ing  to  hurt  them,"  In  order  that  tliia  act  should  be  publicly 
known,  it  was  directed  to  be  read  at  the  next  hundred  court, 
and  upon  every  day  of  the  election  of  a  Baron  in  serve  in 
parliament,  under  the  pain  of  every  head  officer  forieitiDg  the 
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sum  of  ten  pounds  for  e^•ery  neglect.  We  shall  find,  ns  we 
[troceed,  that  iliis  jiImd  was  scltcl  on  iu  Rye  down  to  the 
time  of  the  passing  of  the  Hvforin  Bill. 

In  looking  over  the  Ufft  of  nipifiw-nutives  for  this  reign  we 
fifaall  not  sec  the  name  of  Kdwnrd  Hondcn.  In  the  same  year, 
I6M,  in  \^Ui<:Ii  be  was  elected,  m*g  tind  the  iiumc  uf  8uinpson 
Lentianl,  and  o|ip<isite  to  this  a  bitmk  sp»ro,  uhich  we  are  now 
ubU-  lv>  fill  up  with  thnt  o(  Edward  ficndcn,  E^sq. 

In  the  entries  tinder,  though  not  nil  of  this  reign  we  shall 
find  some  thiag*  not  hitherto  observed,  and  on  which  it  is 
nt.-ce!i.sar>'  to  hvittow  sotiie  |tastitiig  notice.  At  the  aiueinbly, 
holdrii  April  Kith,  1674,  Rii^hard  Almon  piitd  hnlf  his  line,  and 
bad  the  other  rtspiced  to  the  <>|)Ciiiiig  of  Ibc  hot  nl  narthnlnmcw 
uext.  We  m\\%X  eiidc.ivitiir  to  espluin  what  this  box  m«».  It 
itppears  to  have  hecu  uiude  to  n-ccive  certain  siim»  of  mont:y 
tirieiug  from  different  notin.-^t,  mid  which  belonged  to  the 
freemen  in  tbcir  privHte  characters,  that  ia  to  say,  they  were 
spent  luiinn);  themscl\e:<,  »id  not  on  aeeouiit  of  the  public 
cipcndilurc  of  the  town.  'Iherc  was  a  cuatom  prevalent  in 
former  times,  ihai  any  one,  becoming  n  tenant  of  the  corpora- 
tion paid  a  certain  small  6um  by  wuy  of  compliment;  for  a 
tield,  for  iiiiilaiice,  lUs.  (iJ.,  and  so  forth;  these  sunu  were 
tiepositnl  iu  the  box. 

October  4lb,  1613,  Allen  Grtbblc  "was  made  free  of  tbc 
heajM-,"  ond  paid  for  the  uime  '2()«. 

I'his  fine  was  also  in  all  probability  put  into  the  box,  whirh 
tni^ht  hi>  Biiiil  to  coiiliiin  the  *'beape,"  The  twelve  pence 
likewise  naid  for  wine  most  likely  went  to  iiicnrase  the  '•  heapc ;" 
and,  at  Bartholomew  tide,  which  w'a->t  the  time  of  chooaing  the 
mayor,  the  box  waa  opened,  and  the  frcemea  made  merry  with 
ita  contenb) ;  after  which  it  was  closed  for  Miother  year,  for 
the  purpose  of  collcctin!;;  another  "hcapr," 

Tiie  twelve  peiioe  paid  for  hooks,  we  h.ive  before  explained, 
iraa  for  ihc  purpose  of  providing  siieh  implements  to  be  used, 
in  CMC  of  (ire,  to  pull  down  the  buildings,  which  were  then 
of  wood,  to  prevent  the  spreading  of  tbc  Humes. 


"       »pt.~ 


ciixatiia  [. 

•.I«i  or  MtrRMftMTATIVIM. 
\<Hi.  TboviBFallnrtir,  Jn.8aclitin». 
lOM.  Tll'Vin*  Poltwtht,  IU.  Tiiflon. 
,  IHt«.  Jn.  OilirKf.  k'nl.. J".  Wlid*. 


The  latter  was  expelled,  January  2lBt,  for  being  a  monopo- 
list of  tuhncco,  and  a  new  writ  noa  issuod  on  the  »aiite  day, 
and  John  Whit*  returned  in  his  atcod,  who  was  also  disabled 
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fiom  aktiiig,  oo  Februair  5th,  for  deserting  the  B«rn<?«  of  tli« 
bouse,  beinfc  in  the  king's  quarters  arxi  adlieriog  (o  his  x»^7> 
«hen  William  Hay  and  John  FajEge  vtn  retumed. 

Wc  arc  DOW  crnvctl  »(  tlie  troublous  and  unforttioate  re^ 
of  CharW  I,  when,  it  is  veil  fcnon-n  to  all  irho  arc  the  least 
cotlTersati t  in  Kttgliith  hiitiorif ,  that  itarliameiiin  wore  vcn*  sctdoin 
assembled,  and  chat  thiH  nvelett  on  his  part  nas  the  incipient 
cause  of  those  civil  nnrs,  which  wcri;  coiistim mated  by  the  death 
of  the  raonafch,  and,  in  his  person,  for  many  yeam,  by  that  of 
thf  monarchy  also.  In  Ili'Jo  Cbarlc«  flummoncd  a  parliament^ 
8^D  in  16'J^and  in  KT'iA,  alter  which  none  was  catted  until  the 
disastrous  vcar  of  Iti^O.  Ilius  Fotbcrbir  and  Snclcvillc  sat  for 
the  Be»9ioDB  of  1626  and  \&26.  Fotherby  and  'I'unon  for  that 
of  1 638.  The  retums  for  1 64U  nrc  rather  confused ;  Culpepper 
and  VYIiitc  tire  first  returned;  then  it  is  stated  Hir  John  Jacvb, 
Ah(.,  was  expelled,  and  John  White  returned  in  his  Btead; 
this  Latter  was  also  disabled,  and  Ilay  and  Fagge  took  the 
Rests;  but,  according  to  these  putrics,  there  would  be  three 
sitting  members,  viz.,  Culpepper,  llay^  and  Pagge;  there  ia 
no  mention  of  the  nrluni  of  Jacob,  iherefoic  we  must  suppose 
that  Jacob,  by  aome  niiatalce,  has  been  Hubtilitaited  for  Culpep- 
per; the  latter  wua  u  knight  as  well  as  Jacob,  and  his  Christian 
name  was  likewise  John.  Hay  ami  Faggc  were  the  repre- 
sentatives of  Rye  in  the  election  of  164(>,  and  of  course  were 
ineml>ers  of  the  T^^ng  Partiamenl,  which  sat  from  thia  date  to 
the  year  IGS'i,  when,  having  fiilly  Ecrvcd  the  puriiusea  of 
Cromwell,  it  wan  by  him  dissolved.  Having  soon  after  been 
procluimcd  "I'rolccior  of  the  Commonweauh  of  Knglaiid/* 
Cromwell  was  reluctantly  compelled  to  call  parliamenU,  the 
nendK-rs  to  which  will  be  noticed  under  its  proper  head. 

In  the  second  year  of  Chnrles  I.Mben  his  character  was  not  yet 
fully  developed,  the  Cinque  Ports,  in  July,  I6Jt>,  (iited  out  two 
sen'iceable  ships  for  three  monllis,  which  cost  them  £lii'2Q  8«., 
a  vcr^-  considerable  sum  in  those  days.  The  king  was  at  that 
time  engaged  in  a  war  with  Spain ;  but  whether  these  two 
ships  aceumpauied  the  unfortunate  expedition  to  Cadiz  we  arc 
uuahlc  to  say.    These  were  tlie  lust  ships  ever  fitted  out  by  the 


Porta. 


/ 


Namra. 

TbnoMn  l[«iit>ini 
I'teniM  Wrtb 
Pvter  Bmovn 
TIraraMltatib 
/  Ttawut  Braai(i>)r 
Hparr  CmU 

nil«  llMtlNMiad 

Clffl((orh«r  Shlnnn 


Liarvr  raiKiiBK, 

Uow  ndniunl. 

Mbtoc  and  Jurata 

i)o. 

de. 

do, 

to. 

M*>'nr. 

Uufrn  uiil  Jsnb 

nMhrvkl 


Whnn  niUnilM. 
Ma]F3»lk,:illS5. 
,Talj  nth,  lOUu 
Jnnr  <Ui,  ISfll. 
July  aiUi.  IBM. 
JalySnh.  leS*. 
Alio.  lllb.  1S4S. 
Jaa.  31. 1*48. 
Jal^tlUi,  IMS. 
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The  times  were  now  "out  of  joint,"  and,  as  the  representatives 
were  few,  so  likewiao  were  the  freemen.  Of  the  fen-  latter  who 
Here  adraittcti,  beiii;;  only  eight,  six  were  said  to  be  made  free 
by  Mr.  Mayor  iind  the  juriits,  one  by  the  mayor  alone,  and  one 
by  birthright.  In  the  [irecediiig  reigii  Mime  of  those  who  were 
not  admitted  by  birthright  or  the  nomination  of  the  mayor 
alone,  were  naid  to  be  made  widi  the  content  of  tlie  mayor, 
jurata,  snd  commonalty ;  whereaH  now  the  commonalty  are 
omitted  altogether,  ninrking  another  Htep  toviiinU  the  abro- 
gitunt  of  the  rigliu  of  tlic  great  body  of  free  Harons  of  the 
town. 

TUK  CUUUONWBALTH. 

utror  HepiiEiir.]i»T)ri.h 
IftM.  IlMbrttMorliijr. 

lue.  wiiitBin  mj.nm. 

IA£M.  Wttlfnm  liny,  Mntli  Thnmiu. 
IMO.  WilliBm  Iliir- 

Tbe  Long  Purliamem,  which  first  met  io  1640,  wus  composed 
of  a  great  m^ority  who  were  opposed  to  the  king.  What  wore 
the  real  political  HCDtimcnl^  of  the  Barous  of  the  ancient  town 
of  Rye,  nt  the  time  they  sent  Sir  John  Culpepper  and  Joho 
White  to  the  |>nrlianient  of  If!-)!),  it  mny  not  he  citvy  to  define; 
Sir  John,  wc  niny  conclude,  wa.H  thinking  more  of  the  sueceM 
of  his  own  tobacco  mooopoly  tbnn  of  that  of  cither  of  the  two 
great  opposiug  parlies  of  the  .^tatc.  White  may  be  auppoied 
to  have  been  of  the  Republican  party  when  elected  ;  but  after- 
wards deserted  the  House  to  join  that  of  the  king.  VYbulcrcr 
might  be  the  politics  of  Fagge,  thcT«  Mcms  no  room  to  doubt 
that  Hay  was  of  the  Puritan  side,  otherwise  we  bhuuld  not  see 
him  elected  to  three  successive  parliaments,  while  the  nation  wat 
under  the  complett:  cuiilrol  of  Cromwell.  John  Fa^gc  was  a 
native  five  Baron  of  Rye,  as  was  also  Mark  Thomas.  In  1654 
and  1666  we  ob*er%'C  only  one  member  returned  for  Rye,  and 
this  is  explained  by  Lyon,  who  nays,  "  wheo  Oliver  Cromwell 
issued  his  summoos  for  a  parliumciii  in  1656,  he  required  that 
ihcy  would  send  one  Baron  from  esch  of  the  portt  of  Sandwich 
and  Dover,  and  nIi»o  from  the  town  of  Rye,  of  the  best  and  mo&t 
wise  of  their  body,  to  apiicar  at  the  place  and  time  appointed." 

LIST  or  rsimlw. 


NOBW. 

How  admltlnl. 

Wben  ■diBllM. 

-VtllluaJty 

9ita;or  ■nd  Jurats 

lUO. 

S*MU*I  tfaltK                        1 
Thopnu  Manhall,  sent,      j 

BirUtrlglit 

IMO. 

Tliwiia*  biiUar,  ;•■»(. 

M.  A  J. 

SaMwl  JcBfe« 

BiTthil£kt 

.     Af«ll  IStb,  IHAI. 

Thaia»tCm^ 

do. 

MsfkSpfT^ 

llD. 

Afca  IStb,  lUt. 
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Uclutd  NoHM 


Uovi 


M.J.«i 


k  Ml«a«f  of  nm  kMpen  «i\ 

dMfllj  «f  PuU«mrBL  HKliard,  I 

BM  of  JMlhmr  NOTtoa.  cam..  I 


What  mtntaoL 
JmtSA.  1051. 

Dm.  l(Hk,  IMl. 

F**.  >«ib.  IMi. 
f^u  1ft,  IU3. 

Jm.  mu.,  l&t*. 

Oct.  nth.  ItUl. 
S-|ii.  j:ih.  IO^-». 
Jan.  ITU.  \«i9. 


UirebTlb.  llM«. 


During  the  tweniy-four  years  of  the  reign  of  Charles  I,  from 
I6*i5  to  IG4%  both  iiictiisivr,  there  were  only  eight  freemen 
■dmitted ;  while  \a  the  ten  veors,  from  1(>5U  to  IGSif,  nfaea 
Oliver  Cromwell,  his  son,  iiiiu  tlirir  ]«irly  held  tlic  away  in  the 
land,  we  src  no  less  than  nineteen  admis»ion5,  the  former  beiii; 
only  at  the  rate  of  ihrrc  in  fuiir  years,  vrhite  the  laltcr  |>cn<>d 
avCTBged  two  yearly.  Now  was  the  time  when  purilanism  was 
in  the  hci^it  of  its  gtorj,  and  wben  NonconforminO  were  no 
longer  debarred  from  ihc  enjoyment  of  their  civil  rights; 
oceordinj^Iy  we  find  that  several  of  the  latter  were  ndmilted  to 
their  freedom  during  this  period,  of  which  denomination  we 
have  rcaeon  to  believe  n-erc  'niomaa  Miller,  Samuel  Jeako,  nnd 
Allen  Grebblc,  and  j>nibably  there  were  other*.  In  this  laM 
liftt  we  olxerve  ihc  commons  urc  ajiain  luimelimes  DKittioued, 
as  having  had  a  voice  in  the  making  of  freemen.  Of  the 
nineteen  freemen  here  named  the  admiiasiooa  were  a&  under^ 
viz.: 

n>  rlvction  .....& 

Bjbrrth       .....  w 

U»jtir  ....  .a 

IP 

Though  the  political  body  ajsaumcd  outwardly  a  more  healthy 
appearance,  aLill  the  poison' was  inwardly  at  vortc,  undermining 
the  constitution;  for  here  there  were  oiUy  6ve  elected,  while 
the  mayor  appointed  »ix. 

The  wordu  "keepers  of  iHc  liberties  of  Kngland,**  used  oi  " 
the  ndmioAJon  of  [tichard  Norton,  ret{uirr  Ronic  few  remarks^ 
After  the  death  of  Charles  I,  history  informs  us  that  the  formt 
of  all  public  ducumenCa  were  changed  from  the  ktn^r's  oamcl 
to  that  of  "  the   kce[MrrB  of  the   liberties  of  F.n^lnnd  "     But 
though  tliiii  style  waa  adopted  as  early  u  I64U  we  do  not 
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meel  wilh  it  until  1G5J),  only  a  very  iftort  time  before  it  WM 
done  away  witli  altogether  by  tbe  restoration  of  Charles  11. 

OUABLBS    II. 

UVT  OP  RKcat^vrinvBi. 

Ivlft.  TbiMnui  Frmrn.  llcnr;  M(»l<j'. 
IIMI.  Sir  Jolin  Uunrll,  Ttioiuu  Ftvwen. 

Not vnthf  landing  the  disgust  which  the  nation  at  larj^  fett 
linst  rcpublipaiiisni  ntid  iiurilaiiisn),  uiic]  the  joy  tht-y  niani- 
itcd  on  t»e  restoration  of  Charles  II,  stilt  It  was  not  |)ri-))iiri!(l 
Co  run  into  the  upjiosite  extremes  of  Atfsolutism  anil  Catho- 
licism. During  the  la&t  twenty  years  the  re(iresentativ4:ft  of  the 
peo]ilc  bad  tliacovcrcd  their  power,  alllioush  they  abused  it. 
Tbe  king  knew  that  power  also,  and,  not  forgetting  how  fcnr- 
fully  it  liinl  bet-n  iixercised  n^hiat  hia  falbtr,  was  avcnsc  to 
callini;  n  parliament  mare  fiieqiiently  than  hla  necessities  com- 
pcllei)  liitn. 

Seeing  thAt  William  Hny  had  sat  in  three  parliaments  of  the 
ConimcQwcnIlb,  one  it  nithcr  surprised  to  sec  him  n-tiirncd 
s^in  on  the  restoration  of  Charles,  when  the  tide  of  iiopiilar 
feeling  hud  so  completely  turned,  lie  must  have  kept  liis  Mi-iit 
in  those  of  HiU'l  and  others  up  to  l()7.'),  when  a  diiumlulion 
took  place.  The  Thomas  Frewcn  who  was  returned  lo  the 
two  mt  nnrliaments  in  this  reicn,  was  one  of  an  ancient  family 
longsetiicd  in  the  village  of  Northiam,  in  this  county^  one  of 
whooe  descendants  is  now  the  owner  nod  ocaipier  of  Bricltn'all 
Bouse  in  the  same.  John  Frewen.  who  died  in  IS^**,  was  the 
purittinica)  rector  of  Nurthiam,  and,  it  luay  be  justifmlile  to 
luiKume,  (be  member  for  Kye  was  of  the  same  denomination. 
He  died  ID  173?<,  and  ties  buried  in  Nonhiaui  Church. 


U"T  OK  rHirutN. 

Nnnw, 

Iluw  n.1i(ilUf:i1, 

Wbrn  ndmlttadt 

Tlii>ni«>  T«iitn«) 

EK'ctcJ 

Sf|iI.  :iJ,  iai.1. 

<<;■»  Plreii.nn 

do. 

M.>-;;»J.  ISTl. 

Ki>Kl*iMltHliir« 

Miijot 

April  l:>(b,  IMJ. 

Jail  II  tlfaliiir 

ilu. 

AvR.  swh,  >ate. 
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Jnfiefltli.  lAIT. 

Rotml  Swiiioc 

Mnjor 

Jot;  .t<l,  ISIN. 

J»iP|di  L'uu^ 

Bliihtlgbt 

St|>I.  a4Ui.  lUIO. 

Jnlin  M  nit  111  c 

Major 

UcL  SUi,  1(»8. 

Rldiiftl  tlmtihiidic 

'                      Elcctol 

0ci.4Jd,  latt. 

TIluniM  CiulRiiiii 

\ 

ll'lUlUn  Utinaiub 

Major 

DvcWb,  IMO. 

IM'IH.I  t'l'WVII 

^ 

Wlltlnm  Vlililiffls 

Mlira  tAnmi 

\         EtecledhyMaror.Janlf.  | 

Drt.  M,  IMl. 

ChMkH  (.^loacJ) 

■iitl  Ptetmen               1 

(i«s«gr  HMisp 

TlfMtM*  OOiain* 

f 
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MtaAxmM 
Jobm  Hollstoni 
JdbaBraolu 
S*MiMl  SteHoa 

QOmDuwtm 

TlMOiax  Ftkaj 
Jobn  Brovu 
Tbwi»«  C*rT 
TtwmM  LwKley 
KldnlMBaila 
Edmond  Deonia 
John  Hinlw 
■behifil  Wf  nondMnlJ 


GIkM  by  lt«)tx,  Jarals, 


4a. 


} 


do. 


VFbM  admlUail. 
DecMih,  IMI. 
UiMfe  SMli.  IMX. 

Jan.  »tb,  too. 


April  811k.  IMI. 


Aa«r.  MM.  lOU. 


In  this  lim,  which  nins  orer  the  spare  of  only  elevcu  yea 
iticrc  arc   no    leas   than   thirty-two   freemen   admitted  in  ^  ik 
following  modes,  viz.: 


Oj  elfcilun 
major 

birUirlitlii 


n 
1 

u 


The  renson  of  odmitline  so  many  new  fieemen  iuto  the  rar- 
poration,  und  especially  By  election,  requires  l»  be  exuniacd 
iiilo,  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  lo  unravel  the  myitery. 
It  must  be  recollected,  in  the  first  pincr,  that,  in  the  year  1668, 
only  ei^ht  years  arter  his  restoration,  Charles  compeUed  ntl  tbe 
cnq>omtions  in  Kngland  to  surrender  their  Charters,  not  ex- 
cepting those  of  the  Cinque  Ports;  but  which,  in  the  case  of 
the  latter,  were,  as  wc  have  already  seen,  rcgi-anted  in  tliia 
imno  year.  This  might  have  occa»oned  some  chan^  in  the 
aotiona  of  the  eoppomtors,  hut  not  such  a  one  as  to  account  lor 
the  eleeiion  of  so  many  new  freemen,  fur  the  majority  were  not 
admitted  until  after  fij78.  Ko%v,  on  reference  to  tbe  liialory 
of  tbii  rciKD)  we  shall  discover  thiit  Charles,  in  the  early  port 
of  it,  frri">t<'<)  in<)ulgencf  to  nil  sectaries  in  religion ;  but  Ihi 
not  plcitxing  bis  |iarlianietil,  be  wm  obliral  to  content  to 
]MiMing  of  the  Test  Act,  iuiposinji  an  nain  on  all  who  shoul 
eijoy  any  ptd>lic  office,  to  the  ctt'cct  that  they  would  bear 
ulh'gianer  to  the  king;  that  they  abjured  the  power  of  tbe 
Pu|i<),  anil  the  belief  in  the  doctrine  of  trans ubstimtiat ion,  ac- 
knuwlrdziii^  the  kine  ns  the  supreme  bead  of  the  church  oo 
rattli.  Hesidei  the  obligation  of  taking  these  oaths  there  was 
uUo  tbe  necessity  of  reccivin([  the  sacrament  opce  a  year  in  the 
e«talili»hed  church.  Although  these  lawa  were  'principally 
inivmlcd  to  purj,-*-  the  ecrporotlons  of  Roman  Ciilhobr^  yet  the 

net  wrai  «|)iviul  m  nide  that  the  disscniers  were  eqnallv  cauphi 
:„  1.. 1™     Ti...  T...    »-.  —  p^„^  in    1^7^  ;„j,  „(■(__ 


port 

DUIH 

tra^^ 


lO 
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thiit  time  it  nas  that  many  dissenters  were  deprived  of  their 

privileges,  and  that  fre«h  corporators  were  ntliniticd,  in  all 
probtbiiity,  who  hi:I(l  (he  relt;;iuu8  tenets,  which  uer«  now  a 
necetsar^'  [>art  of  the  qualiBcation  for  a  corporate  otEce.  Almost 
all  those  who  were  elwried  arc  designated  by  the  title  of  Mr. 
or  Gent.,  ser^in^  to  mark,  us  it  would  seem,  a  higher  grade  of 
prrsouH,  to  the  i-xclusioii  of  u  lower  class  iii  society,  \riio  were 
no  lonj^r  to  be  indiwriminatdy  admitted.  At  a  future  part 
we  shall  sec  more  of  the  operation  of  these  laws.  In  l(i70  a 
by-law  was  pa«siMl,  "that  no  perfwin  should  be  made  free 
without  leave  of  the  corporation,  and  to  pay  forty  shillings, 
except  bom  in  the  town."  This  closed  the  door  af^inst  all 
admittance  by  right,  as  was  originally  the  law,  henceforth  it 
became  an  act  of  favour. 

JAMKS    II. 


acrntaKKriTtvoi, 
UM,  TbuoHU  JoiinM,  Tliaiiui  Frcven. 


un  or  ritcKtivK. 

Nsmcii. 

How  uJmilicil. 

Whan  HilmfUcd. 

Thoimu  Jcimtr 

) 

E(]«ard  JeniiM 

>          EImM 

Afta  u.  lau. 

(itnn  iif  Ihi'  Hhene) 

5 

John  Smilh          (f 

Mayor 

Aag.  SiKt,  IflHfl. 

NH'ljiilat  Munnoitb 

do. 

S«pL  Ulb,  IIAS. 

Tbe  reign  of  Jamcft  11  extends  over  so  Bmnlt  a  sfyaee  that  it 
vould  he  unreasonable  to  expect  many  events,  connected  with 
our  bttle  history,  could  be  crundcd  into  it. 

In  the  Test  and  Cor]>or«tion  Aeta,  together  with  those  Inwsj 
which  we  enuineraied  in  our  remarks  at  the  close  of  the  last 
reic",  were  to  be  found  weapons  of  persecution,  which  the 
ruhng  authorities  of  the  town  hesitated  not  to  hurl  at  the  Non- 
coufomuAtH, annoying  and  wounilini^  ihcm  through  the  niediuni 
of  their  religious  as  well  as  of  their  political  opinions.  From 
the  effect  of  these  [K-nnI  lawn  the  falter  found  relief  in  the 
declaration  of  general  indulgence,  which  was  issued  by  Jaroca 
IB  the  year  1586,  in  which  it  wa*  asserted  that  nonconformity 
to  the  established  religion  was  no  longer  illef^al.  This  declara- 
tion granting  liberty  of  conscience  e(]ually  to  Catholics  and  to 
Nonconformists,  the  latter,  hiitiug  the  former  quite  as  bitterly 
as  the  churchmati  did,  and  perhaps  with  more  sincerity,  know- 
ing also  the  king*!!  scarcely  secret  attachment  to  the  fuith  of 
Rome,  looked  with  ausjiicion  on  the  boon  while  they  enjoyed 
Its  advantages,  considering  It  as  a  preparatory  step  to  the 
Te'cslablislinicnt  of  Catholicism,  under  the  influei>ce  of  wbich 


iwrscculiuii  would  alike  await  those  ulio  confbmied  to,  and 
tlioiie  wliu  dissenUrd  froni,  the  doctrineA  of  Uic  Aiiglinti 
Cliiircb. 

As  instances  of  this  persecuting  B|)irit  are  recorded  tn  tlir 
'  Mvnioir  of  tlie  Jeuke  Fnmilv/  which  ^^  ill  be  found  in  a  ruturr 
na;^  of  this  work,  it  wmild  be  uidy  a  useless  ri-|icUtiuD  to 
in-tort  them  hi-rr. 

Jnmca  II  abdiciiti'd  the  throne  December  23tl,  UJ88,  after 
which  WiUiauj,  I'rincc  of  Orange,  who  then  had  the  cbi«f 
power  ill  the  coiintrv,  Humtnoiinl  a  pBrliamcnl  >ihich  aascinblfd 
on  Jnnunrj' 'AM,  l()sy,  and  which  wtts  exiled  the  Conreiition 
pBrliamcnt,  l>ecause  the  lords  and  commons  coufcmxl  the 
crnuii  on  Willium  111,  subject  to  certuin  stipulations  then  and 
tlu-rc  a(pt;cd  upoa  ;  and  to  this  the  town  of  Rvc  rutnmed,  as 
their  rcprcsculniivcs,  Sir  John  Uarrcll,  ThomM  frewen.  There 
was  another  candidate  also.  Sir  John  Austin,  Bart.,  who  ]»cti- 
tioiied  aj^aiiiKt  the  return  of  Thomas  Frowen,  Esq.,  and 
eventually  uu.seAtcd  him. 

As  this  is  the  lir^t  cnnlested  electiou  on  record  in  tltc 
borouf^h  of  Rye,  and  os  the  evidence  produced  before  the 
cumniitto;  of  the  House  of  Cominoos  is  of  coiisiderable  iin* 
portance,  from  its  shoMiog  in  whom,  from  Itme  imincmorini, 
vrnH  vented  the  light  of  voting  for  rcprcnenlativcs,  it  will  be 
proper  to  enter,  tit  itome  length,  into  the  cxnminatioii  of  iL 

1  homas  Frcwcn,  Batj.,  bad  Incuty-six  votes ;  Sir  John  Austiu 
sixteen. 

The  question,  ta  put  bj  Sir  John  Austin,  was  this :  "  w-htitber 
the  right  uf  election  of  Barons  to  8er\-e  in  parliament  for  thi» 
town  was  in  the  freemen  who  were  resident  in  the  town  oidjr, 
or  in  the  freemen  of  the  town  who  nre  not  resident  there,  or 
well  HK  thuHC  who  lire  rcBident  In  the  same." 

There  was  also  another  question  raised,  as  to  the  legality  of 
the  voles  of  certain  persons  who  were  made  freemen  hy  m 
Mr.  Crouch  and  a  Mr.  Tourney,  who  were  said  to  bo  not 
lawful  mayors. 

8ir  John  Aueiin's  sixteen  rotes  were  considered  as  unquet- 
tion  ably  legal,  being  those  of  resident  freemen  admitted  accoitUng 
to  custom;  while  Mr.  Frewen's  iwcnly-six  votes  consisted  of 
tweniy-oiie  resident  frevmcu  luid  hvc  foreign,  which  liiltcr, 
bein^  struck  off,  would  slill  leave  Frcwcn  twenty-one  votes. 
B  majority  of  five  over  his  opponent,  on  which  he  cvnleiided 
thai  he  was  legally  returned ;  for  the  question  was  only  an  to 
whether  Uic  nun -resident  freemen  cuuhL  vote  or  not,  and  not 
M  to  the  legal  admission  of  any  of  the  voters  to  ihetr  freedom. 
However  the  couimittrc  (huughl  dirTen-tilly,  and  sinick  olf 
tes  of  freemen,  who  had  be«n  aduiitled  by  C'roucti  mid 
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Tourney  during;  their  disputed  niityoralttcs.  Thus  Sir  Joba 
Austin  was  decJaped  entitled  to  the  sent  nccording  la  the  fol- 
lowing iworl  inadu  by  tin,'  committee  to  the  house  : 

**  Ist.  That  the  right  of  cleciioii  of  Barons  lo  serve  for  this 
ancieiil  town  18  in  the  {recmcn  who  are  resident  ia  the  said 
town  only. 

'*  '2d.  That  lliontas  Frcwen,  Esq.,  is  not  duly  elected  a 
Baron  to  serve  in  this  present  pnrlianient  for  this  lovrn. 

"3d.  That  Sir  John  Austin,  Bart^  is  duly  elected." 

These  rcsohuions  vere  aj^rcud  to  by  the  house,  and  the 
mayor  ordered  forthwith  to  attend  and  amend  the  return. 

like  following  iin|>onant  evidence  was  given  by  >Samuel 
Jcake,  ffho  had  been  town  clerk  for  some  years;  "That  he 
bad  lived  above  sixty  years  iu  the  town,  iiud  had  been  free  for 
thirty-eight  years ;  that  he  had  been  town  clerk  8e%-eral  yearn  ; 
and  from  the  'Jfi  Henry  VI  lo  ilie  time  of  the  Act  of  lU^ilu- 
tiuns,  there  ia  not  one  precedent  of  any  foreign  freeman  who 
appciircd  at  nny  election;  thnt  all  the  frct'oien  were  sworn 
to  pay  Bcot  and  lot,  which  was  always  understood  to  bear  part 
of  tbcir  chur)i:cs  uf  the  francliiscs ;  but  he  ne^'er  kacir  foreigners 
to  pay  towanla  the  charge  of  the  parish  ;  that  he  never  knev 
anv  foreign  freeman  ever  vote,  till  the  Act  of  Kcgulations, 
uoleaa  they  had  been  members  of  parliament  a  year  before; 
that  he  neser  lincw  any  foreign  freeman  scn-e  at  any  corona- 
tioOf  as  Buroiift,  til)  the  time  of  Km;;  Charles  the  Second,  and 
it  was  but  one  tlien ;  that  for  the  eleven  years  that  he  was 
town  clerk,  there  never  was  a  farthinj;  clinrittes  paid,  by  any 
foreign  freeman,  towards  the  charge  of  Imilift"  to  Yarmouth  or 
wharfage  ;  but  apprehended,  if  scotl«d,  they  ought  to  pay ;  but 
never  knew  them  scotted." 

This  evidence,  proceeding  from  so  high  nn  anlhority  as 
Jenke,  once  town  clerk  and  the  author  of  the  Charters  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  must  be  considered  of  great  vnhic,  as  selling 
forth  the  true  spirit  and  meaning  of  Oie  grants,  rights,  and 
privileges  contained  in  the  same.  And  this  bears  out  the 
opinion,  we  have  so  frequently  exprcsse<l.  In  the  effect  that  no 
one  eoiihi  enjoy  the  pri\nlcge8  unless  they  bore  their  share  of 
the  bunlens,  and  as  these  were  personal  as  well  aa  pecuniarvt 
it  ia  clear  that  no  absentee  could  be  entitled  to  participate  in 
Ibem.  The  petitioner,  moreover,  gave  in  a  copy  of  an  Act  of 
the  Brotherhood  and  Gnestling,  passed  the  *J()  Chnrles  II,  a.d. 
I66y,  and  wliich  ordaiiic<i  "that  none  but  resident  freemen 
should  vote  at  any  election  for  any  head  ofHeer*  or  Barons." 

This  ordiiiiinee  it  of  no  further  conse<]iience  than  as  it  8er\'e« 
to  show  the  general  feeling  upon  this  iioint ;  for,  although  the 
Brotherhood  had  the  power  of  a  parltamciit  in  alTairs  relating 
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to  Uic  inicrnal  miuiage[n«nc  of  tbe  Uifferent  Cinque  Pons  arul 
nnrirnt  iomds.  it  bad  no  aulhuriiy  in  the  ref^attou  of  cLecion 
of  rcprcstiitativea  to  rhc  gt-iu-ral  cfflincil  of  the  nation. 

Though  thi'  right  of  voting  for  members  of  purliameDt  w» 
thus  contiiied  to  the  rcsuk-iit  frwineii,  Blill,  ■»  tlie  exjienscs 
RtteiiiUng  the  service  of  shipping  were  now  falleu  into 
dcstiottulvf  innovation  began  to  appear  in  this  point }  for  Jeakc 
snys,  "  he  never  knew  any  foreign  freeman  vote,  lUl  lite  Act  of 
JtrguJalions,  nnlc&»  they  h»tl  bwn  tncmhcrs  of  parliament  a 
ycur  beforf."  Thus  it  seems  that,  alter  tbc  passing  of  this 
Act,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  II,  non-residents  were  iFlowed  lo 
vote,  but  pro)>nbty  only  in  matters  not  connected  Mjth  (he 
return  of  reurcsentative*.  Ab«ady  had  one  foreign  freeman 
been  allowed  to  serve  at  the  coronation,  and  members  of 
parliament  to  vote  in  their  assemblies  after  a  year's  tenure  of 
office.  As  the  paying  of  scot  and  lot  n'aa  absolutely  essential 
to  the  cxcreisi*  of  the  privileges  of  a  freeman,  probably  now 
v,-itk  the  time  that  the  euBtoiu  ivas  introdiu-i-d,  which  prevailed 
down  to  modem  davs,  of  making  the  representalivea  and  absent 
fnrcmen  pny  annually  the  sum  of  half  a  guinea,  as  an  actcnow-^ 
Icdtzmcnt  of  this  necessity,  towards  tbc  {loor  rate. 

From  nn  early  |>eriod,  after  the  Port*  had  the  rijifht 
sending  Barons  to  parliament  conferred  upon  them,  the  lord 
warden,  for  the  time  being,  assumed  to  himself  the  power  an 
ligfat  of  nominating!  ^a  a  matter  of  course,  one  (and  (Kcaaionnlly 
both)  of  the  representatives  of  each  boroi^  tonn  of  the  Ports; 
but,  in  16yu,  this  povrer  was  restrained  by  an  Act  entitled  ; 

"An  Act  to  declare  the  right  and  ft«cdom  of  election  of 
members  to  scr\'c  in  parliameat  for  the  Cuiquc  Ports. 

"  That  whereas  the  election  of  members  to  serve  in  parlia- 
ment ought  to  bi-  free ;  and  w  hcrcas  the  late  lord  wardens  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  have  pretended  unto  and  claimed,  as  of  right, 
a  power  of  nominating  and  recommending  to  each  of  the  swd 
Cinque  Ports,  the  two  ancient  town»,  and  their  respective 
members,  one  person  whom  they  ouebt  to  elect  to  a«n-e  as  a 
Baron  or  member  of  parliament  for  kuch  respective  port, 
ancient  town,  or  member,  contrary  lo  tbc  ancient  usage,  nght, 
and  freedom  of  elections, 

"lie  it  therefore  enacted  and  declared,  that  all  such  nomi- 
nations or  recommendations  were  and  arc  contrary  to  ibc  laws 
and  conntitution  of  this  realm,  and,  for  the  ftilure,  shnll  br  *o 
decreed  and  ccnstrued,  and  hereby  are  declared  to  have  been 
and  are  void  to  all  inlcnU  and  purposes  wbat»oever;  any 
pretence  to  the  eonlrnry  ootwidislaiidinf^." 

'ITiia  act  deprived  tiie  lord  warden  of  the  power  of  nomi- 
nating representntiveii  for  the  Ports  in  general;  but  at  l)ov  " 
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rroiu  hu  near  residcrncc  at  Walmer  Caatlc,  his  govcmorahip  of 
Dover  Caatlc,  aiitl  his  chnimtansliip  of  the  flurboui*  Commis- 
sion there,  h«  is  utill  supposed  to  have  »ufficieut  iiifliieiire  to 
recommend  one  of  the  members  of  this  (own.  In  the  mher 
Pons,  thr  palroimirc  was  only  taken  out  of  ihe  ti.iii(l»  of  the 
'^rd  wanlen  to  fall  into  the  Jiaatls  of  some  leadiug  man  in  each 

"*  the  same. 

^  Wc  now  pass  on  lo  the  rciga  of  William  III,  when  we  may 
l>c  Kuid  to  land  on  the  shores  of  the  Conatitulioii ;  but  though 
ihc  day  is  lighter,  some  of  the  political  deeds  done  tlicrein  are 
darker. 

WlbLIAH   III. 

LtfT  or  Ki:r*uiiJiT*nf  E*. 
lAM.  SirJvbn  Ati*t)n,  Bnrt.,  Sir  John  trsRi-ll.Knt. 
I0M.  Sir  Julin  Agilln.  BhU.,  IIiddiiu  Piewva,  &q. 
laaV.  ^r  Juli'i  Au>U<i,  Hill.,  J<H-|-li  C>n>},  Vj^. 
ITOI.  Tlioinn  FiffK,  K"H.,  Jiwrpli  OtBry,  fjcj. 

It  was  duriuf;  the  latter  ycnrs,  preceding  tlie  end  of  the  reign 
and  life  of  Clmrtee  I,  that  the  House  of  CommooB  tirsl  began  to 
know  nnd  to  cxci'cise  its  strength  j  and  this  strength  was  im- 
measumbly  increusefl  mIicu  it  was  summonird  to  asMmbtc,  in 
cuiijtinetiun  utth  llur  House  of  Lords,  to  make  a  ^ettlenii^nt  of 
the  Croivn  of  Rowland,  which  they  placed  un  the  lieiul  of 
William,  Princf  of  (.)rinipi-.  Hi-nt^efarth  a  s»-i»t  in  the  lower 
bouse  van  considered,  by  the  n  calUiicst  mid  );reatcst  commoncra 
of  the  land,  tu  bo  n  prize  north  cnntemling  for,  even  nt  the  cost 
of  enormous  sums  of  money  ;  aud  whereas  formerly  the  dubious 
b<Miour  of  a  representative,  so  far  from  being  coveted,  was 
aroidcti  as  a  lieavT  burden — luid  many  instances  arc  ou  record 
of  boroughs  having;  potilionod  the  king  to  be  spared  the  ex- 
pense, now  elections  wci'c  seldom  atlo^vcd  to  pass  over  mthout 
the  appearance  ou  the  busting  of  rival  ciuididates;  and  if  any 
iJiance  offered  itsclfof  unseating  those  who  were  retiinied,  the 
unsuccessful  inrties  hesitated  not  to  present  their  petitionfi  to 
Parliament,  to  try  it.  Thus  it  is  that  we  now  have  to  record 
several  contests  in  this  toun  ;  one  nc  bnvc  alnndy  mentioned, 
as  having  occurred  in  1689;  a  second  took  place  in  Ui'M,  ttDtl 
a  third  in  1701. 

There  were  four  candidates  in  1690,  viz. : 


Sir  Ji>bii  Awtin,  who  bid 
Sit  John  Darrell     . 
1'lii>iiiiu  Krfrwvn.  Rt^.     • 
C<Oeb  D«iika,  Ew].      - 


lO^olw. 
IT    dv. 
lA  dv. 
IS   4e. 


The  two  former  were  returned,  and  the  two  latter  |>clitioncd. 
The  (luestion  of  the  ri-ilil  of  non-rc5idcnt  freemen  to  vote  was 
not  raised  an  this  occaaiou :  but  the  right  to  the  seat  was  made 
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to  real  on  the  legality  or  illegality  of  certain  persons  trhn  had 
l»cn  iKlmittetl  to  their  fntcdom  dtirlngtlic  difiputrd  mnyoraltics 
nf  one  'niomiw  Touriicy  und  one  Crouch,  the  particulars  of 
which  nre  thus  stated  : 

"There  wa-i  a  dispute  between  the  two  pttrtics  above  mcn- 
tionetl,  And  it  was  heard  before  the  king  in  council,  when  the 
kinj;  decided  in  fnvour  of  Crouch,  and  commanded  him  to  go 
down  and  act  »s  mayor,  Wbcreiipon  he  went  down  nnd  called 
an  asserablv,  and,  by  consent  of  tne  majority  of  the  freemen, 
iiiflde  several  new  freemen ;  six  of  tthoro  voted  for  the  peti- 
tioners. 

"  That,  after  (he  making  these  new  freemen,  Mr.  Tourney 
was,  by  mandamus,  restored  to  the  office  of  mayor,  and  called 
an  assembly,  in  wtiicli  tbe  freemen  who  were  made  in  Crouch'B 
time  were  cltafraiicluacd,  as  not  having  been  admitted  according 
to  custom,  there  Ijciug  no  mayor  ile  jure  at  thni  lime.  Afler- 
warris  Mr.  Tourney  called  another  assembly,  frnm  which  the 
aaid  new  lrt:cmen  hetng  excluded,  he  admitted,  with  the  consent 
of  the  mnjority  of  the  old  freemen,  seveml  others ;  nine  of  whom 
Totcd  for  the  siltinfi  members. 

•*'[hnl  one  Grcbbell,  who  voted  for  the  sitting  members,  was 
proved  to  br  made  fr<.-c  by  bin  father's  copy,  though  hii»  fnlbrr 
waa  diBcharped  by  the  commissioners  for  regulating  corpornlinne. 

"ThatTutty  and  Jcakc,  sen,,  who  voted  for  tnem  also,  were 
discbatgcd  in  like  manner." 

Upon  the  whole  the  committee  resolved, 

"Iftt,  'I1iai  lliomas  Orebbell,  Thomas  Tutty,  and  Samuel 
Jeake,  sen.,  being  dteeharged  by  the  commissioners,  hftvc  a  right 
to  vote  in  decline  Hnrons  to  serve  iit  I'nrliameni  for  this  Pan. 

"•2d.  That  Sir  .John  .\n»tin.  Bart.,  is  duly  elected, 

"3d.  That  Sir  John  Dnrrdl  is  duly  elected." 

The  resolutions  of  the  committee  say  nothing  abont  the  Ine- 
mcri  made  by  Crouch  und  Tourney  ;  but  from  the  result  we 
'  may  judge  that  Crouch's  <iix  Ircemcn,  who  voted  for  Banks  and 
Frewen,  were  nrjcctoi,  while  Tourney's  nine,  who  v<)t(-«l  for 
An«tin  and  Dnrrelt,  were  retained.  Pnobnbly  the  petitioners 
calcidatcd  on  throwin}^  out  the  votes  of  (Jrcbl>i-ll,  Ttitty,  and 
Jeake.  when  they  would  have  a  majoiity  of  two  over  Anstin, 
and  of  four  over  Darrell ;  and,  furlhcrmore,  if  Crouch's  six 
were  rejected,  Tonrney's  nine  would  be  rejected  also,  which, 
leaving  Grebblc,  Tutty,  and  Jeakc  as  (bey  were,  would  give 
them  the  same  majority  over  their  np|)onent8. 

The  dert.tion  of  the  committee,  whereby  the  votes  of  Gn*bbcll. 
'IVitty,  nnd  Jc'ikv  were  retained,  involves  n  very  nice  und  subtle 
disiinctinii  between  the  freedom  conferred  by  the  common  law 
of  the  land  and  that  granted  by  corponiic  law;  so  abstruse  is 
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it,  that  W'c  vtntiirc  not  to  clrfinc  it  bv  niir  own  knowledge,  but 
ajnpt  the  words  of  tlic  late  Eticliiircl  vVIiiticn,  geut .  a  very  able 
Itiwycr,  uiidrr  -wlnjsc  advice  those  stni^^k-s  for  liberty  were 
matlv  in  (his  borough,  which  wore  eventually  croni)c<I  with 
»uvc't-s)(.     llib  word»  are  these: 

"This  resolution  of  the  tfommiltcc  is  decisire  to  show  tlist 
the  House  of  Commons  did  not  treat  the  right  of  election  u  a 
corporate  riplit.  TIip  eommissionen!  bore  biioIccii  of  were  au- 
ihnrucd  by  a  atntute,  made  on  the  restoration  of  Charles  II, 
to  oust  frum  the  c'oi-(ioraliuus  all  lho«i.>  who  were,  by  that 
statute,  dt'clurod  to  I>i;  uiitit  to  continue  in  them.  There  is, 
theivfore.  no  doubt  but  ibese  persons  were  removed  legnliy, 
and  under  the  authority  of  the  iegialatitre,  from  the  corpora- 
tion! hut  the  coinmiltce  say  in  ctl'ect,  by  their  resolution,  that 
their  removal  from  the  cor|)oralion  cannot  affect  tlieir  right  to 
vote  fur  iDcmbt-rs  of  pariiamenl,  which  is  not  a  C(>r|)oratc  act; 
but  every  man  of  tree  condition,  inhabiting  within  the  town, 
nnd  payiii);  ecoi  and  lot,  oud  who,  coiisctjucntly,  wuiUd  in  un> 
rtent  times  have  contributed  to  the  wages  of  the  members,  iraa 
entittcd  to  vote,  whether  tli«y  were  merobcrs  of  the  corpora- 
tion or  not.  And,  upon  the  iiame  principle,  e\'ery  inhabitant 
wm  at  nil  tiincs  ciititli-d  to  vole.  And  thiK  rciisontiig  is  con- 
6rmcd  by  Ihr  fuel  proved,  end  the  distinction  taken,  on  the  pe- 
tition in  17(11?,  that  the  election  of  members  of  parliament  was 
not  at  the  HSM.'mblie8,  but  at  the  hundred  court;  nt  which  the 
free  iiibnbitania  only  would  be  suitors,  and  which  court  is  solely 
referable  to  tlic  common  law,  nnd  has  no  ooDoexion  with  the 
corporation." 


i.t»ror  mttrntm. 

Namfi. 

II  uv  •dmillcil. 

Wbco  vlmlttod. 

SnWUfl  Jra1[l>,J'lll. 

Biithdslit 
Mnj-Hr 

Jitl;8il.ie(». 

Wll.                     .    -IT 

1 

UcflcU 

Seiit.  ISUi,  lABO. 

JkIio  ll>.wilinMi 

M»j'or 

Jul;  -nil.  IMI. 

TIhiiims  Hiiihirlrk 

•h>. 

July  sath,  lOMi. 

fiMCta  VoUi^ 

BlrlbiKht 

1 

Thomu  Cni«cb 

M  ■]  oi 

f  Ang.  Alt.  !«»■ 

Robert  Munie 

KluUiM. 

J 

ThplInn.Cot,9niilh.thpl>Mn. 
JmllM' LtPUUuf  Dover  Cii'ftr. 

do. 

Jiin*  ait.  IWI. 

Rotni  iltmoM.  (a«ncli>rk 
William  D«iu> 
Alton  UdM 

Major 

Aii^  mu.  i«ei. 

BlflliH«ht 
yttyof 

Matcb  Mm,  IM». 

JtdMi  (^itei* 

RtrliNRl  (lalhm 

1 

Jo^h  Toekrr 

I 

GiRlloii 

May  11  til,  ISM. 

).Tt,'U  i'ov|>tr,jnn. 

1 

''               -•■jaij:« 

J 

i'.>li 

niMfaiiKiii 

M«)  V«tri,  IBM, 

Jnnn   liiaA*} 

CkdlMt 

JalrWIi,  INC. 
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NlOHM. 
J<MephG««*( 

John  Palmrt 
Ptilltp  t.ill-utne 
Itlcbnrd  HoiHxn 
Edmnl  PuilhiU 
Jobfl  Htick 
Jalin  lIKkmiU 
Pnnkl  SotidVOW 
Jubii  Ulaon 
Thomiui  MnraLull 
H'illliun  Knirioii 
Abmliam  Ki^nnHI 
WILUsm  R«5"ulJ( 
Jnbn  Wtlglit 

VulMt  linker 

Willloin  Kiiibcr 

Eilworil  Sdafji 

Tbomu  Slortw" 

H*ai7  lltU* 

WllUan  Pnkk 

EdwMd  HuweU 

MichBcl  Oidtiuin,  Jua. 

JobD  Brooke 

Jaraalnb  Qrabbetl 

Jebn  FBri«T 

Tbomu  II UU 

Tbankfull  Bixbop 

Wallet  Water* 

WillLnm  CQi»«nill 

Jobri  Young 

C*otgo  Burwwh 

Edward  Wllnubuni 

Dlorgan  ^ViiriieT 

Ileniy  Tnr.krr 

John  llnnlrl 

PeM  Colli  u 


How  adnitiKl. 

(rben*4ai>ihtl 

Et*cU<M> 

Mnyof 
do. 

Jal}  Stb,  leu. 

Del.  ISili.  lOM. 
Jul>  lllb.  IWT. 

ElHCUoa 

July«th,lt»T. 

Scjit-  lotb,  lewT. 

eieClMO 

S«|<.  lOtb,  IVWI. 

r                da. 

Morcb  laik,  im 

1 

Msroi 

Ans.istb,  IBM. 

do. 
BIrtbrlfEliI 

j      Jon*  latlt.  1100. 

Mayur 

JuljSi  lb,  ITM. 

da. 

IVc,  StfUt.  1100. 

nirUirigbt 

Jan.  lolb,  1101. 

KiMtlon 

Jon.  lllb,  1T«I. 

•lo. 


Jail.  Ulb.  IIOI. 


This  list  contains  fifty-fire  freemen,  arfmilted  as  follows,  vir.: 


By  tl-rtlon 
11}  niBvotn 
U)  blrt'htl);bl 


M 

la 

c 


Here,  in  the  short  space  of  eleven  years,  ve  have  65  new 
freemeu,  being  tui  averapL'  of  five  sdmisxiuns  yearly,  equal  lo 
thut  in  the  reign  of  Qucco  l^iizabclli,  when  it  U  gcncmlly 
itgrecd,  HO  far  att  our  records  show,  [1u*  liberties  of  ihe  I'orU 
n-vrv  prescr\'cd  in  their  purest  state.  I'his  is  au  aatountliog 
Act,  coming,  as  it  doc«,  in  the  very  teeth  of  the  obsen'sitons 
we  have  considered  oumelvcs  iranrantcd  in  mnkitig,  to  show 
that  steps  had  already  l>e<rn  taken  to  narrow  llic  pnvilt-^^  of  i 
the  (own.  But  thoii{;li  a  hrij;ht  halo  appears  thus  to  be  thrown 
aruuud  the  temple  ul'  thin  iiiiciint  luMn's  liberty,  it  too  uenrly 
resembles  that  which  frequently  enrircleii  the  moon,  the  too 
sure  iodicatioD  of  coming  slonna.    On  cMiiainatioo  wc  shall 
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ftnd  that  two  out  of  the  tlircc  i^rcat  orijtinal  highwtkvs  wlik-li 

conductcil  the  inbabitantB  to  their  iVcccloiu  were  §(ill  closeiljanil 
tliat  aluiie  of  birthright  ri-muiiit'L),  by  wiiich  aix  only  were 
adniitied;  while  thirteen  were  made  at  the  fiat  of  the  ninyor,aiid 
tlitrcy-fiix  subject  t«  the  will  au<l  caprice  of  the  commonalty,  in- 
atead  of  as  a  matter  of  right.  This  diitproportion  reixiiiids  one 
of  FAlst4tff's  taveni-bilt,  in  wtiicli  was  found  two  gallous  of  sack 
and  only  one  poor  halfjMnny  worth  of  bread. 

Hontrvcr,  this  is  on  iinomalouH  ciuie,  only  tn  he  uccuuntiil  for, 
fts  we  conceive,  in  the  following  manner.  Contested  elections 
bad  now  become  frequent,  iudicutiii;;  the  cxislencc  uf  two 
political  parties  among  the  electors,  each  of  which,  as  it  had  the 
nowi-r,  endeavoured  to  »tn;n{5th««  ii-icif  by  electing  such  men 
into  the  corporation  as  they  siipposcd  would  vote  on  their  side 
of  the  question.  Thi-M>  suihU-n  changes  in  the  piirliiimvnlury 
Vflne  show  the  variRtiuns  in  the  |)oliticaI  atmosphcn:  of  the  town  ; 
for  as  yet  no  St.  Ijconiird*  h»d  tirisen,  in  whom  the  t>eoj>lc  hiid 
auHicicut  faith  to  place  it  in  his  hands,  bo  that  he  mi^ht  turn  it 
to  atiy  particular  point  of  the  heavens  from  which  he  tnigbt 
wish  the  wind  to  blow.  Uut  the  period  shall  arrive  when  such 
a  saint  will  appear  in  the  corporate  cAlcndur  of  Uye  ;  when,  for 
nearly  n  century,  aU  dissenaionft  shall  cease,  no  contested  elec- 
tions shall  he  hcnrd  of,  and  the  bare  possibility  of  any  man 
being  allowed  to  enter  the  huniired  court  to  vote  for  a  repre- 
sentative in  parliament,  except  through  the  dour  of  the  corpo- 
ntion,  watt  never  so  much  as  drenaied  of.  And  tliose  who  wuh 
w  witiiciiB  these  thin^,  must  abide  their  time.  At  present  the 
stream  dons  on,  and  we  must  sail  aduwn  it. 

QUBBN  ANNS. 

■.itT  or  KtrRtatxrA'rrvn. 
llOi.  Tllumu  I'aKf,  Jruti-jili  Otttty. 
nOS.  Edwaril  SoiiUiwel],  rt>lti|.  lleibPTl. 
ItM.  I'litllpi  Gibbon,  Sit  John  .\orria. 
]Tia.  rhillr*  Glbbcm.  SiT  John  Norrlt. 
1113.  Philip  Gibbon,  Sir  John  Norilo. 

lo  the  year  1694  was  passed  the  Trieiiuial  .\ct,  by  which  no 
parliament  could  be  coniiuucd  more  than  three  years,  and  hence 
ne  Be«  the  elections  at  this  time  took  place  very  nc&rly  at  these 
iutervals. 

At  the  election  in  \70i  there  were  three  candidates,  vi*. 
Tbomaa  Fu^Ki  who  hud  -10  ^olcs ;  Joseph  OfQcy,  3tl  votes ; 
Edward  Southwell,  2o  votes. 

•  SI.  l.««iianl,  One  of  Um  ctiurthn*  al  WinrJwlwi  «n*  *lMKc«t«l  l«  UiU  utnl, 
la  wlKCti  «»  hia  vOt;}.  boUlrar  ■  mi<^  ■'■  III'  band,  «nd  «bi<h  Ibo  inlnl,  (m  brl^ 
wtU  pikl,  duvcteJ  tu  MKh  |ialnli3<  Ui*  hMf«**Ni  llir|ili>iui  kiipfilaniMriilml  biyahbt 
kH  mail  In  «htj  ami  IIm  ilwp.  (llonBvbl'i  Sown.) 
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The  iwoformPTwere  rcmrnpd.lmt  tbclattrr  ppl)Unnptl,lnBiii4> 
iriK  that  "  the  ri^lil  v(  cVclion  wasi  only  in  the  itinyor,  jurnt*, 
anj  in  iho  rreemrn  iiihnbiting  in  tho  Port,  and  [)ayin|>  seot  nnd 
lot."  The  counwl  for  the  siiiing  mcmbcn*  denied  llii?  iifccMity 
of  residency ;  but  the  committer  ovrmtlrd  this,  and  drcided  (tie 
light  of  raliDg  to  be  &s  set  furth  iu  SouthvrU's  petidun.  'I'hia 
point  being  Milled,  the  prtilioiiti^s  cumnscl  exrcpicd  iit^inst  22 
who  voted  for  Ingg  and  Offlcy,  ^*  of  wliom  they  said  nm 
dis<<«i)t«rs  (viz.  Josepli  Tiick<-r,  Jtrhn  Ilickiiiatt,  John  Dixon, 
Datiicl  Sandonie.  and  John  Wright},  and  bad  nol  reteived  the 
sacmmeiit  witlun  a  year  bi-fure  tht-y  were  mude  free,  and  there- 
fore were  not  qualified,  aooording  to  the  Cor[)onition  Act  of  l^ 
Car.  II,  to  be  fre«niea  of  the  Fort,  since,  by  the  constitution 
thereof,  all  freemen  are  concerned  in  the  (fovenimcnl  of  it. 

It  vrtvs  urged,  in  reply  to  ihi^,  thiit  nil  the  Ii\-L-n>rn  bud  • 
right  to  Ix"  summoned  to  their  ass<-inblieB,  nl  which  me^-tinpt  nil 
mntlcrs  relating  to  the  eovemmrnt  of  the  Port  iire  trnusacted; 
while,  in  opposition  to  ihis,  it  was  niBininined  that  the  elections 
of  tnembera  of  p(irli«mcnt  look  pliiov  not  in  the  court  of 
assembly,  but  in  the  hnndrrd  court;  and  this  last  argument  wu 
met  by  the  sittini^  mrmbers  uis-ferling  that  the  two  courts  were 
constituted  by  the  «imc  prrsons. 

Rut  not  to  fro  into  needless  detail,  we  tnay  add  here  tlmt  tlie 
22  votes  objected  to  by  the  petitioners  were  made  u[>  a  folloi^s : 
5  w(?re  diHSCoterH,  aa  before  stated;  4  had  been  made  free, 
although  they  had  been  prcvioutsly  rejected  in  the  same  maTor- 
alty,  and  which  was  eontrnry  to  the  usage  of  the  Port  ;  iinA  IU 
hud  becii  iidnitltcd  bv  the  %'utca  of  tbc  ^  Erst,  without  nhich 
they  would  not  have  Lad  a  majority. 

In  answer  to  this,  the  «i(tin<|^  members'  coiineel  proceeded  to 
prove  some  indirect  pmetices,  to  the  effect  that  Lord  Ashburn- 
ham  came  to  the  town,  and  treated  the  freemen,  about  a  month 
befun--  the  election,  and  before  the  di)i»otution  of  (be  last  purlia- 
nieiil;  that  he  then  recommended  the  {ictitioner  lo  them,  and 
told  them  that  would  be  ihc  way  to  linvc  a  j^ood  hurbimr,  and  to 
have  couvova  and  protections,  in  which  the  petitioner,  being  iu 
court,  woufd  be  mure  capable  than  anuihcr  lo  ftcr^e  Uicm. 

'I'hey  further  said,  (hey  could  except  (o  several  who  %'o(c<l  fur 
the  nctitioncr,  as  nut  haviii;;  received  the  sacrsmcnU 

Upon  the  whole  the  conmiitlec  i-esolvcd — 

Ist.  I'hat  Tboinax  Fn^'g,  V^i].,  wan  duly  elected. 

2d.  Thill  Jnturph  OtHey,  l'>c|.,  was  not  duly  elected. 

yd,  Thnt  Kdtttird  Southwell,  Esq,,  was  duly  elected. 
Which  nuA  three  resolutions  were  agreed  to  by  tbe  Uoiue,  and 
the  retuni  ordered  to  be  amended  ueeonlinKly. 

In  examining  the  evideooc  aflecUng  tliia  election,  mw|t|: 
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rioUR  matters  cannot  t'ttil  tu  strike  us.  The  first  queslioa  ia  as 
to  the  nvcrwity  uf  roKiclciirj-  mi  iht;  jiart  of  the  electors,  wiiirli 
WM  decided  in  tbc  nlKnuativc  ;  but  still  no  voles  are  rejected  oa 
this  ground.  The  disKCHtcm'  vnlc*  are  nyected,  bfrauii«  tlu-y 
bad  not  received  the  sacnimcQl,  from  the  Bituii<;  mcmlKts,  whiJc 
these,  thougl)  they  tuiv  thvy  cotdd  prow  the  aanii;  objcclion  to 
votes  on  the  other  side*  do  nut  wctn  to  hare  uvuilcd  tncitisclvcs 
of  this  adTantflgc.  Again,  aItho\iRh  1<ord  Ashbumhnm  hnd 
treated  tJic  freeoicn  for  the  pitrpoHc  of  engaging  them  in  the 
interest  of  Mr.  Southwell,  (fie  coTnniiltec  do  not  seem,  from 
aaything  thol  appears,  lo  huve  taken  notice  of  it. 

We  made  Horae  remarks,  under  the  last  reigo,  on  the  un  usual 
number  of  freemen  admiited.  In  the  hearing  of  this  petition 
•omcthinK  came  out  cxplanaiory  of  tlie  cause  ;  (or,  in  excuse  for 
making  the  freemen  that  were  rejected,  the  sitting  members  utiid 
that  the  mayor  had  often  ricclaird  hi»  iulention  of  making  more 
IVeenien,  und  had  moreover  meutiimed  lo  them,  that  he  under- 
atoud  tliut  the  House  of  Commons  dei>i»ncd  the  incrtuisc  of  the 
number  of  elcdorv  in  those  plnora  uherc  they  did  not  exceed 
fifly,  and  thcreforr;  had  thought  it  a  prudent  iMrecautimi  iu 
tbetn  to  make  the  freemen  here  nt  least  iitly. 

Thus  it  eecuis,  that  since  the  dayo  of  Kli/.«belh,  in  the  eour«e 
of  n  century.,  the  number  of  freemen  hnd  be^^n  reiluced  below 
that  number. 

In  the  election  of  1689  ihere  were  42  votes  given :  for  Mr. 
Frewen,  26 ;  Sir  John  Austin,  16—42. 

In  169U  there  were  only  37  recorded  votes:  Aiuiten,  19; 
Frewen,  IH_37. 

But  in  1702  there  were  GH,  viz.:  for  Fagg,  W;  Southwell, 
*25 — 66.  Here  was  an  increase  upon  the  votes  of  I'itiO  of  no 
leas  than  28  ;  vhilc  these  were  again  rethiced  to  tj  oidy.  hy  (he 
rejection  of  the  '22  which  were  tendered  to  Fagg  and  Offlcy  in 
1702.  By  tlie  abHcindiiig  of  thcBC  22,  the  votes  would  stand 
thus: 


for  SoDttiirril 

Pin   • 


-  » 

•  la 

•  *» 


TOISl   pHxl  >UIM 

In  1705,  when  another  contest  arose,  there  vnn  afjun  (bur 
candidates,  u  under: 


EitwanJSuulhwHI,  K*|.  luiJ 

Phiiii-iiPiiK-n,  F.«|.  - 

PMHH.  GlUan,  F.>i|.   - 


-  11  *pl«. 

-  SI      .. 

-  IB     .. 

-  10     .. 


F-  two  former  had  the  return,  against  which  tlie  two  latter 
mcd.    The  grounds  of  the  petition  vrtrt,  that  one  person, 
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by  Che  nnnie  nf  M«tin,  who  had  not  resided  in  thv  town  for 
tnrlvc  vvur«,  ha<l  votiid  fi>r  (he  flittinfi;  tnemWrs,  and  (hat  hia 
voir,  from  non-rcsid(;iicy,  was  not  a  giicxl  one ;  and  ihut  aiXj 
otht-rs  ncTV  Tt^jtxttnl  hj-  the  uinyur,  froai  (ht  piirticet  not  havinc 
rccrivcd  the  sacnuntiDt  wtthiii  tlie  year,  and  who  had 
for  the  [wtitioncrs, 

Tlic  committee  came  to  the  fdlloning  rcBoluiioiiB,  viz. : 

1st.  That  ICdunrd  Sntilhwell,  F^tq.,  is  not  duly  elected. 

2d.  Thai  P)iili|)  Herbert,  Esq.,  is  not  duly  citetcd. 

'■k\.  That  Thomaa  Fapg,  Rr(|-,  is  duly  fflcctpd. 

■Ith.  Tlint  I'hili|)s  <JihlH>R,  Ksq.,  isiluly  clL-ct4.-d. 

The  first  two  rcsoUnions,  being  ivad  a  tocond  time,  were  dis- 
agreed unto  by  the  House:  and  thus  the  decision  of  the  com- 
mittee was  ov(^urned,  nhile  the  Hotiiic  was  guilty  of  great 
iuconsiBteney  and  of  great  inJiiBltce.  1*he  commillri.',  in  nccord- 
anoc  uiih  the  ]irinci|ite  already  established,  ituu  ilie  right  of 
voting  was  only  in  the  resident  freemen,  of  course  I'ejettcd  the 
vote  of  Alartin,  anii  equnlly  iu  uecorduiitx  with  the  principle 
admitted  in  the  contest  of  loyo,  allowed  the  votes  of  the  six  who 
had  not  received  the  sacrament;  and  thus,  adding  these  six  to 
the  petitioners,  they  would  liavc  'JS  votes,  while,  taking  ouc  from 
the  silting  nKinbcrs,  they  would  only  hnv«  :2V  votes,  and  be 
in  a  minority  of .')  votes. 

In  the  year  I7u7  an  ac(  wits  passed  to  disable  eerliiiii  ofTicfrs 
from  silting  in  parliament,  by  which  Mr.  Herbert  wan  deprived 
of  hift  .seal,  he  being  a  commissioner  of  the  sick  and  wounded. 
A  new  writ  was  ordered  to  be  issued,  but  whether  anotlier 
member  iviut  then  elected  docs  not  ap|icar ;  the  probability  IH, 
that  ns  a  dissolution  took  place  the  following  yenr,  under  the 
Trieuntal  Act,  no  new  election  was  held  unlil  November  a, 
1708,  when  Pliilips  (tihl)on,  i-^sq.,  and  Sir  John  Norria  were 
relumed,  and  F.dward  Southwell  and  John  Ullis,  Ksqs.,  peti- 
tioned iigainst  them ;  but  no  report  seems  to  have  been  made 
thereupon. 

In  17  Iu  Sir  John  Norris  and  fhilips  Gibbon,  Esq,,  were 
again  returned,  when  Edward  Sontlnvdl  and  John  IlIIis,  Esqs., 
petitioned  agnin.  The  silltnff  members  had  each  '20  voles;  the 
petitioners  each  17  votes. 

The  committee  resolved  — 

Ist.  Tliat  no  person,  having  been  proposed  Ut  be  msde  free 
and  rejected,  cotdd  afternards  be  made  free  during  the  nine 
mayoralty. 

Under  the  opc-ratioii  of  this  resolntiou  six  voles  were  struck  off 
from  the  eitiiog  mcmbera,  and  theira  Mure  reduced  to  23. 

Tilt  petitioner!*'  counsel  ohjc^-lcd  to  four  nihei-s,  as  beino 
made  free  by  a  m^ority  of  frecmeti  who  were  distienlcr»,  b»3 
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hud  not  qunliliecl  thent<ielv(>s  by  receiving  the  sacrament, 
tlii.i  the  comiiiittc*^  pnsscd  aiiollicr  rrsoliition  : 

2d,  TJiat  it  is  nut  necesparv  Iliat  the  frcYrncn  of  this  Port 
khould  qiiulifV'  thc-maclvcs  according  to  the  Curporntion  Act, 
brfnre  they  are  albnrcd  to  votv  in  ihc  assembly  court  of  the  said 
Port. 

The  petitioners'  cotinscl  then  excepted  to  live  others,  but  on 
whnt  {iroiuuls  itdots  not  nppcar ;  let  them  have  been  what  they 
will,  they  were  not  admitted,  for  Uie  committee  wound  up 
their  roport  with  drelarin^  tho  silting  members  duly  clcctetl, 
und  which  was  confirmed  Ijy  the  House- 

l*his  decision,  though  favorable  so  far  as  it  estahlished  the 
right  of  frecrocn  to  vote  for  members,  although  not  qualified 
by  haviiif;  received  tlic  sacrament,  marks  great  iucouiisteucy 
in  the  commiilees  of  the  IIouhc  of  (-i>minons.  for  this  last  com- 
pletely revcnsts  the  Judgment  of  the  preceding  one. 

Alter  the  next  eleelioii.  vihicb  uccnrr«d  Msreh  3,  1713, 
Samuel  Lynn  and  John  Chamberlain,  IChijh.,  presented  a  peti- 
tion to  purliament,  complaining  of  an  undue  return  of  Sir  John 
Norris  and  Philips  Giblwn,  V.sq.,  by  Mr.  Walter  Walters,  not 
n  legal  mnyor,  who  admitted  and  procured,  hy  threats,  bribery, 
und  iiudnc  practices,  ecvcra!  uenwiis  to  vote  for  Norris  and 
Gibhun  M'lio  had  no  right,  ami  denied  several  nho  had  an  un- 
doubted right  to  vote  for  the  jictitioncrs ;  and  of  otlier  illegal 
prauliees. 

This  petition  was  withdrawn,  and  thus  all  contested  election* 
ceased  for  upwards  of  a  century,  when,  in  due  time,  we  shall  see 
the  long  doMiicast  spirit  of  the  toivn  was  aroustd,  nor  was  it 
laid  again  until  iihau  completed  its  lusk  of  emoncipalion.  For 
the  present  we  must  be  eonleiil  to  see  the  town  settle  down 
in  quiet  acipncscencc,  tuking  it  fur  grunted,  that  although  no 
Act  of  Ineurporation  ever  eould  be  produced,  still  it  uns  now 
f^veriml  by  u  corporation  which,  casting  UAJde  the  denomina- 
tion which  for  so  mnny  generntioos  it  had  received  from  its 
ancient  Churlcrs,  that  of  "  Mayc»r>  Jurats,  Barons,  and  good 
men  uf  the  ancient  town  of  Rye,"  assumed  the  modem  one  of 
"  Mayor,  Jurats,  and  Freemen  of  the  uiicient  town  of  Hye," 
under  which  it  conlinuetl  to  trample  on  the  liberties  of  the  town 
uiitd  the  Kcfurm  Dill  of  l>*3'i,  which  restored  its  long-lost 
freedom,  and  gave  it  a  new  birth,  under  the  new  name  of 
"  Tho  Mayor,  Aldermen,  mid  Commonalty  of  the  town  of  Uyc." 

In  l6R9an  act  passed  to  restrain  the  lord  wardens  of  the 
Cimpic  Ports  from  intcrfcrins  with  the  eltctiou  of  thtJr  meiu- 
bcm  of  parltamcnt;  but  whetmr  they  did  entirely  refrain  after- 
ward* may  be  subject  to  eonjceture,  for  in  Uiy-l  we  observe  that 
the  Horn  Table  Colonel  Smyth,  ihcir  Majesties'  Lieutenant  of 


?34 


TIIF.  PAOLIAUICNTARY 


Dover  Cattle,  wa*  clcpled  a  freeman  of  the  toiru  of  Rye.  He 
w«8  tlw;  lord  wanUnN  inferior  oflicrr,  and,  of  coui-se,  under  hie 
command,  and  one  is  puzzled  to  know  for  nbm  purpose,  unless 
for  H  jMilitical  one,  he  was  lhu»  nchniltvd.  HnvvL-vt-r,  judging 
from  what  took  place  in  Hastings,  wc  may  conclude  thnt  ihe 
lord  wnrden  did  not  jrive  up  his  jwwcr  wllhoul  n  Ktruggle.  In 
this  Port,  in  lG89,Colone!lk'anmont,  the  IJeutenant-Oovcnior 
of  Dover  Caatic,  was  returned,  altliuugli  it  was  neCcssarv  lliai 
lie,  or  tlic  governor,  stionld  isauc.  tlic  nrit,  and  sign  the  return 
to  it. 

j\moQg  ibe  names  of  the  rvpresontativca  of  Itye  during  this 
retgn,  ve  can  only  detect  one  as  being  a  native  or  inhabitant  of 
the  town,  nod  this  is  Thomaa  Fagp;  the  others  were  slran^rs. 
but  Rome  of  them  nei^^bours.  Sir  John  Nurri^  and  Philips 
Gibbon,  Kaq..  were  inbabiinnts  of  Bencnden,  Kent;  the  fomier 
^vaa  an  admiral,  and  resided  at  lieinpslead  House,  the  present 
scat  of  Thomas  Law  Uodges,  Eaq.  There  is  a  tradition  con- 
nected with  bis  name,  tbat  when  he  Uy  iviih  Ida  fleet  in  some 
port  in  Nonray,  the  rats  of  that  country  got  into  his  ships,  and 
wei-e  thus  introduced  iulo  England.  These  rats  burrow  in  the 
ground,  whereas  the  original  one  uf  tbia  eountr^'  used  to  make 
its  ncst  in  the  thatch  of  l>arns  and  other  buildings.  Mr.  Gibbon 
Wlunged  to  an  old  family  of  the  same  place,  from  which  has 
since  descended  Gdward  Gibbon,  the  celebrated  liistoriau  of 
Rome,  and  toivbieh  the  Moncypcnnys  of  llolvenden  also  claim 
relnlionship,  the  late  member  for  Kyc,  Thomas  Gibbon  MoDcy* 
|>enny.  Esq  ,  taking  the  name  of  Gibbon  on  thia  neoonnt. 

Mr.  Southwell  must  have  been  a  man  of  wealth  and  note, 
for  he  accms  to  have  been  about  the  court ;  and  hence  traa 
recommended  to  the  notice  of  the  freemen  of  Rye  bv  Lord 
Aabbuniham,  as  likely  to  have  influence  to  get  Their  fiarbonr 
improved  and  jirocurc  convoys  for  (heir  vessels.  He  shoircil 
his  munifii-ence  by  the  presents  he  made  to  the  churcb,  uf 
u'hich  we  nhall  speak  more  at  Inrge  when  we  come  lo  treat  of 
tbc  ecclesiastical  atfairs  of  the  town. 


uar  «p  rsciMiat. 

KnflMa. 

How  ailmiletl. 

When  alntllrt. 

Tliomai  TboaipMM 

Jah»  [>'-^.l 

r.»b<kl  KnrV 

Tk.niH,  nnbbvU.ioH. 

Hub.ri  I1u«im4I 

1             Eledlon 

A|irtl  lOUi,  ITBI: 

H'un.MiChlintnn 

Edu'aiil  Swainc 

.IiM.|ilt  Itmiln,  •«•. 

Itotvtl  !miiiI1i 

—  56«pe 

Ilaiur 

Not.  iitii.  nut. 

Jokn  CoktiKui 

da. 

Ailir.  IKti,  ITOI, 
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Namt. 

llow  ■JnllttJ. 

Whm  admlltfi 

Gitwsiil  Sontbwll,  Em. 

\ 

rWtf  Il«rt>nt.  I^>t. 

) 

TIhm  were  DlntHl  nu-iiilms 

nf  iKilUiimi.  mill  llfibrrti 

*ei«ci«<i 

M*;  IIU.  tlOi. 

of  a  {tiirntan,  ilm  ittlh  iiT  ■ 

iatgMi.  ami  the  onih  la  tli» 

(jon^n,  nMonlirig  tt>  U«. 

> 

Lmin«i>l   Utrsli 

Blllhflght 

AUK.lilll,  IIDS. 

Wllliuii  IWiHriil 

Majnor 

AOg.  ^Ilh.  UM. 

H'llllliuu  Fluliluna 

do. 

Maji  mil,  nui. 

Heat;  PnrkM 

do. 

Uti.  lAib,  nui. 

Thoouu  9nr)(«nl 

nwlrJ 

Jnn.  ai>t,  l-ov. 

MofCJ  Cnirlic 

BIrUirlgbt 

A«g.  -lib,  I10«. 

lleiiij  UrackiiMa 

Stccbra  IhniM 

EIroM 

Jan.  XUU  ITW. 

JoliB  Tnjlot 

EilwBra  ).«<• 

ittyar 

Jdf  2l)Ui.  )1W. 

C*|)t.  Katlunjp)  l^t^nim 

do. 

Ocl.  HUi,  Kll. 

llal|ik  Nortnn 

! 

EtoeM 

N*<i..aad,  m«. 

J»tii>  SUr 

Vnyat 

IVe.:iJ.  ITIJ. 

TbmnuMoDn 

60. 

JuBD  Jd,  ITI3. 

In  Uiese  clwen  years  iwciily-aix  new  frccmcu  were  adaiitwd 
(the  members  are  not  rfckoiieu),  being  an  nverage  of  more  than 
IWff  yearly,  in  (he  fullowini;  niuiiiicr,  vw,: 


K;  elcctkm 
By  Mijror 
Br  bifid 


Id 


ung  there  n-ere  no  less  than  nine  elected  in  one  day,  in 

17)>2,  we  might  be  led  to  believe  that  a  more  libcnil  spirit  h:i(l 
•(MTung  up  in  llic  town ;  but  then  aeain,  when  \\«  sci;  only 
seveDttMin  admitted  altogether  in  the  nc-xt  ten  years,  it  mnkes 
ti8  jtmiiwr  before  we  100  hastily  jump  lo  this  conclusion,  and  vc 
iialurally  inquire  whether  it  was  a  »|iiriL  of  libemliiy  or  of 

iM)licy,  nhich  caused  tina  sudden  cbullilion  of  nalrioti9*m.  Wt 
mvc  Men  it  slated  before  the  committee  of  I7li?,  ibni  ihc 
mayor  hiid  tiiibiU^d  &n  opinion,  it  won  tin;  wi.th  of  the  Duuse 
of  CominonB  that,  in  all  boroughs,  in  irhich  the  number  of 
freemen  wat  under  fiftj-,  enough  should  be  added  to  supply 
the  deficiency.  Now  these  nine  fn^emcn  wvre  elected  Ijclorc 
the  election  of  representatives,  and  in  accordance  with  this 
opinion;  hilt  this  opinion  fprovirig  to  hav«  I>ccn  an  erroneous 
one)  was  ns  tjiiicVly  abandoned  as  it  had  been  taken  up.  Rotten 
boroughs  had  prown  into  fii^hion  with  the  government  of  lliis 
day;  the  future  mnyors  nerc  not  slow  to  tnk<.'  the  hinl,  and 
henceforward  the  contractive  prineiplv  -nas  ndopied  in  pre- 
ference lo  the  expanaive.      We  are  now  Bdvanced  into  the 
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hcart  of  tliat  system  ulucb  so  d^idptlly  marlcs  the  secoiul 
epoch  in  the  existence  of  the  Cinque  I'tjrtK  and  ;u)cieut  touns. 


GEOHGK    I. 

urr  or  ■cracuMrinrt*. 
IDS.  Sir  Jokn  Norrto,  Kat..  Pkni|»  Gibbon,  Ka). 
ITii.  ilenrj  Lonl  Ajlowr,  PUlIra  Gibbon.  E^ 

Id  ihe  vear  I71G  was  pnssecl  the  Septennial  Ace,  which  Is 
sttJI  the  invi  of  the  land.  Thtu  parluunciits,  nhich  were 
originally  elected  j-cnrij,  and  even  sometloMa  twice  in  a  voir, 
were,  during  ihr  civil  wnrs,  extended  to  a  most  iincoastiluiioniil 
lcn;;tli  by  that  distinguished  by  the  name  nf  the  Long  Purha- 
raent;  white,  in  11)114,  tlicy  were  ngl  allowed  to  sit  for  more 
than  three  vcars;  but,  in  i7I(>,  their  existence  was  protracted 
lo  seven.  vVc  see  the  immediate  operation  of  this  Inst  .\ct  in 
the  lapse  of  seven  years  between  the  Hrtit  and  secoad  election 
in  the  r^ign  of  George  I,  while  the  duration  of  ihc  Itwt  wns 
only  cut  diort,  la  all  probabilicv,  by  the  death  of  the  king  in 
1727. 


KaiDta. 
<lllcin  GtrbbcU 
William  Oahautnv 
Thoimu  Couk 
Jo^ej/b  Cooper 
Tliiwiaii  Pidgin* 
Sfltnuol  Jonh« 
Jiiin<-«  tinmb 
I.cnn  I.iirkrlt 
WtniRnt  Wil]rl«U 

Job  I)  Eaiton 
M-|l*1iln  lUwIe 
Edvnnl  Swtin* 

narilvl  Da«l* 
Tboiniii  Kcnnetl 
John  tVriffbt 
Thoiiiiu  <>awcn 
RfrlinnI  l.iiiib 
John  Hrl-li 

lleiirj  C«rlclua 
Wolln  Wakn.  Jt)n. 
Jowiib  Tuckrr.  jun. 


Iloir  iiUinrll«J. 

Binbri(;lit 

Uafot 

dou 

Blttliftfbt 

BirUiHxbl 

Majoi 

•lo. 

Bttibnsfat 

dtb 

Ma)«r 

ItiilliriKht 

Mil  fix 

BiiUitiybl 

do. 

Oo. 

Majmc 

BlrcUoM 

Ma  vat 

ItliUtdKtil 

di>. 


Whan  ntcnilM, 

Nui.  Idlb.  1111. 
Mar  ti\.  111^ 
Pek  t3d.  IT  III. 
ADS.2lit,  HIT. 

Ort  Irtiii.  nji. 
A«s.  IDU,,  i;i9. 

Ante-  nib.  nao. 

Aiiff.  I<t|l>,  I14K 
Am.  tfib.  llXI. 
Jan.  llHfa,  nss. 
Mflf  «Ui.l7Si. 
Mnicfclllb.  KM. 
MMcbJUtb.  UH. 
Drc.2d.  nn. 

Ur<.  .lUtb.  n«. 
Jui«  KUb.  IVti, 
Julyii\b,  fs»a. 

Mflicb  l>Ui.  I1M. 
Aoir.  2ltb,  )]«l. 

ainiib  61b,  nai. 


Of  these  twenty-one  freemen  we  find  only  one  elected,  while 
nine  nre  niatle  by  the  mayor,  fiiid  eleven  were  admitted  by 
binlirighl.  Out  of  iheae  last  eleven  no  lexn  ihnn  nix  hci-c  sous 
of  those  who  vfvn  ndmiltrd  in  the  rcipn  of  William,  when  the 
mayor  fell  into  the  unfortunate  error  of  su|i[Kising  the  Mouse 
of  ComnionB  M'bbcd  to  have  the  number  of  freemen  increased, 
rind  thill  the  work  of  curtaibncnt  \f  as  spread  over  »  ({refttcr 
htpK  of  yean)  than  would  uthcrnise  have  been  the  case. 


^B 
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^^^^^^ 

OKOROS    11. 

1 

^^^^^^" 

MM   or  lli:i'tt»IMTlTtVE>. 

^H 

^^^^H^          lISl.  Jobn  Norti*.  Ejq. 

.  I'IiIUl)*  OibtK>n,  Evi) 

^^1 

^^^^^B            1131.  Sir  Jolin  Norilt,  i'tiiiiiiEi  (Iltiluii 

K«l. 

^^H 

^^^^H                             Jiiliii  Niirni, 

'lllll)MI  lilhhuil 

K,q. 

^^H 

^^^^H                       Sjl  Juhii  N<)(il% 

'lull)"  (iitil-uii 

K«i. 

^^H 

^^^^H            11  IS.  Tboniu  Paiinm. 

n  llw  tonia  of  Nuriu, 

wlm  lUrd.                                 ^^M 

^^^^H           nsi.  Georg«  Oiulow,  1 

Iiill|i*  tilbbon. 

E*|. 

^1 

^^^H 

tMT  or  mrRMEV. 

^1 

Nunefc 

Ilowiiilmllln 

, 

Wban  Mdiiaitcd               ^M 

"niMnw  TlMnpton 

Mniuc 

JiilyU,11tT.                  ^M 

Robnt  Smllb 

fliril>Mjht 

Ja\y  Idlli.  I1».                     ^H 

Jarnw  Ho|M 

M  n)  or 

Juty  ISIh.lTiT.                       ^M 

Elln  Rowo 

do. 

July  Idlb.  Hit.                     ^^1 

Jkhm-  Wttrfa 

Birtbilsbt 

Jun«  ID(b,  liai.                  ^^1 

CIiUheII  SlnilD 

do. 

Sept.  lib,  11.11.                    ^^1 

WlllloBI  Alloi 

.Major 

Aug.  834,  1194.                   ^H 

Cbarlci  Martin 
MoMiPfwlle 

■ 

DltUiHubt 

May  lUlb,  niS,                   ^H 

WallrrElimtonF 

Mayor 

AUR.  ^d,  llSil.                   ^1 

Oeoc^  Caoftt 

ll)Ttlirlf,-tit 

Al'llimii,  nil.               ^B 

I'homu  Lanih 

Maifir 

Auk.  Ittb,  1T4I.                  ^H 

JamM  Lamb 

BlrthMgbt 

Jmi«nih,  I'IS.                    ^H 

AiUiu(  Mooro 

do. 

A|>f<r  ^iii,  nil.            ^H 

iakn  Lntnb 

%tmjm 

Jui)>i-  intti,  I1U.             ^H 

Daviil  Sianlnr 

•lo. 

Jul}  SOtb.  114«.                  ^H 

Slcptiiio  Fnin'in 

ilo 

Aug.  Utb.  IT4T.                 ^H 

Wllllnv  lAmb 

I 

Illrthrlfcht 

MaySItt,  1140.                   ^H 

Wlliiiuii  Trui-cr 

Maivr 

AuR.nttl,  IT48.                       ^H 

WlJIinni  n«iii 

At. 

June  i;itb,  \iio.             ^H 

tlviiij  IVim'ti 

HajxiT 

AuK.SIil.  IIJl.                   ^H 

Thomw  Oiok 

Qirlbri^t 

Majr  Utb,  itrtt.                  ^H 

TbomM  f  racier 

Mijoi 

AuK.  lOtb,  f.ia.               ^H 

John  Daila 

clo. 

Aiiff.  latb, !;.;».             ^H 

Allen  UtcbMl 

BlrtljfiKhl 

March  iltb.  n,il.               ^H 

n'lUlBin  DniiMja 

Miiyiic 

AiiK.  IIUi,  ITM.                 ^H 

Nc«al<<r  ChantMrlnln  WatMin 

<]». 

Jan.  l.Vtb,  tin.                  ^^M 

Hkbatd  Wright 

Dbrllirlglil 

Mn>  3I>I,  11.^^                      ^H 

Jobll  Sw«!nv 

! 

do. 

Ai<'ilSI"<>  ll^U.                   ^^1 

VlUlaa  Krnncll 

Jaty  14Ui,  I1fi«.                  ^H 

Tbwluai  Owvna 

Maywr, 

A<ig-s<Ui>ii&7>             ^H 

Vrillium  Wnjlnll 

1 

^H 

Danlol  Unili 

i 

iiiilbriglil 

S«pl.1tb,  1131.                  ^M 

TbamM  Sultb 

/ 

^^M 

Suiiwl  UUIet 

Mavor 

A«r>u<i,  I1SH.            ^M 

Rdvln  Vtnimpa 

•la. 

Not.  tiUi.lTM.               ^H 

Jubn  Itogbw 

do. 

Aus.  20Ui,  I1M.               ^H 

Jo^ClutuM* 

io. 

Aug.  lotb.nao.            ^H 

Wc  have  inserted  the  lUt  of  freemen  in  this 

reign  immcditteljr       ^H 

«fier  thai   of  the 

DQcmbcrs 

of  parliament. 

OS  we  httvc  some        ^| 

obscrvatioiifl   to  oficr  in  relntion  both 

to  the  reprcseiiiixl  and        ^Tl 

the  rcpreHcntntives, 

the  thread  of  which 

wc   arc  anxious  ihotild                | 

not  be  broken ;  fur 

now  the 

plot  had 

begur 

to  thicken  ;  the             1 

nature  of  a  rotten 

borough 

nas  fully 

understood  J  patronage        ^J 
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WM  IM  lo^cr  a  secret  to  be  eou^t  uftn ;  the  discovery  ««$ 
now  made  aim  (and  «bidi  was  actnl  ujioa  afterwanU,  not  oatr 
ia  tbia,  biit  in  trrty  other  bocvu^  aimilarljr  drcamBtancra) 
that,  at  an  electioo,  it  waa  an  advant^c  to  that  party  of  the 
dnrton  tm  «bow;  Kufe,  w  politics,  the  rctumine  officer  hap- 
pened to  be;  while  the  gradual  diminutioa  oi  tfae  frremcn 
•howed,  but  too  plainly,  that  dovt  the  rantmctivc  principle  waa 
roily  established.  These  were  the  baneful  ingreidienU  which 
tlie  witches  of  those  daya  cast  into  the  boiling  cauldron,  and, 
being  welt  stirred  and  mixed,  we  will  proceed  to  sec  bow  they 
voriced. 

In  the  year  l<42  the  corporation,  having  found  it  nece^s^' 
to  builil  a  new  town-hall,  were  obliged  to  bormw  money  to 
cnnhlc  thrm  to  do  it;  when  the  tno  membera,  Sir  John  Norrts 
and  Philips  Gibbon,  Esq.,  kindly  lent  them  £450  each  at  3 
per  cent,  per  uiiium  ;  and  in  rclum,  of  course^  the  eor|Miration 
could  not,  in  gratitude,  do  less  than  continue  them  as  their 
rcprtB«'nl«tive»,  which  they  faithfully  did  up  to  the  time  of 
their  resprctivc  deaths.  Sir  John  Norris  dic<i  in  IT-ll),  when 
his  executors,  John  Norri*  and  Henry  Norris,  E«{|s.,  tlcmatided 
ihc  payntcni  of  his  X4^).  Iti  this  same  year  Thomas  Pclhara,  -^ 
Es<i.,  of  Stanmer,  nesu-  I>ewes,  wa*  elected  in  the  room  of  the 
deceased  member,  uiid,  in  toklii'*  his  seat,  he  at  the  same  time 
took  ti^n  him  hi«  debt  also;  Ihiis,  nt  once  becoming  both 
the  reprc*«mativc  and  the  creditor  of  the  corponlion.  This 
^Thomas  Pclham  was  a  relnlive  of  the  ccK-bnited  Duke  of  New- 
castle, who  now  gained  considerable  influence  in  the  town.  In 
1764  was  another  election,  when  tioorgo  Onslow,  Eisq.,  was 
chosen  in  the  room  of  Tliomas  Pelham,  and  in  this  same 
year  the  noble  duke  paid  off  both  the  bonds  of  £4a0  each, 
originally  granted  to  Korris  and  Gibbon,  and  mnde  the  conx>- 
ntliun  u  prcaent  of  them;  while,  lu  return,  the  laUcr  S(;nt  liia 
grace  a  letter  of  thonka  signed  by  all  the  freemen.  Xow, 
although  these  traniuicljons  do  not,  at  first  sight,  appear 
dcBcmng  of  very  severe  censure,  nev-crlheless  they  arc  rcpre- 
lieimihlc  OB  destroying  the  liberty  of  the  electors  and  giving  &ii 
unfair  bias  to  their  opinions,  which,  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective 
frouchise,  ought  ever  to  be  free  and  uncontrolled,  excenl  by 
a  dt»  flense  of  the  high  duty  each  has  to  perform  in  sending  a 
rcprcacniiitive  to  the  great  council  of  the  iintiou.  Tfaia  sum  uf 
nine  hundred  pounds  was  not  put  into  any  pnlron'a  private 

CDcket,  but  s|)eDt  on  the  erection  of  a  court-hnll  for  the  crneral 
irnelit  of  ilic  town;  itill  il  created  a  ftciisv  of  drpendi  i        '  r. 
t])nii{fh  wo  may  dif^nify  it  by  calling  it  gratitude,  thi  ■  n 

became  bnund  in  tlie  fetters  of  thr  Duke  of  Mewcasite,  and 
wen:  consideretl   so  completely  his  slaves,  that  a  saying  atpae 
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in  the  town,  ibai  "  if  tbc  duke  sent  one  of  hia  coach-horsea  as 
Iheirreiirusentative,  the  freemen  would  elect  him." 

K<>  tar  back  nn  Ocu  4tb,  1613,  Allen  Grcbbcll  M-as  luade  a 
fireeman  b_v  the  mnyor.  On  Jan.  I7lh,  ICSi*.  Allen,  his  son, 
WM  Bdmillt-d  by  birthright,  nnd  aflcrvrards  was  ejected  from 
thecorporaiinn,  ill  the  reigii  of  Charles  II.  liis  son  Thomas, 
having  been  admitted  by  birtbright,  although  hia  father,  at 
the  time,  was  not  a  corporator,  had  ueverLbeleu  his  Tote 
for  a  repreacntati%-c  allowed  hy  the  committee  on  the  con- 
tested election  of  Imt).  On  Dec.  -.'titli,  17i>0,  Jeremiah  GreWiell 
w*»  chosen  the  mayor's  freeamn.  On  Ajinl  lOlh,  170'*, 'I'hnnms 
Grebbell,  jiin.,  was  elected  a  frceniiin.  Xov.  16ih,  1714,  Allen, 
wn  of  Hiomaa  lirohlwll,  was  made  free  by  birthright ;  and,  Bnally, 
on  March  'i7,  1764,  Allen,  son  of  Allen  tirebbcll,  was  likewise 
mndi!  free  by  Irirthripbt. 

Tliuft  the  Grebl>clK  were  an  ancient  and  respectable  family  in 
the  town  of  live,  and  became  men  of  authority  in  the  corpora- 
tion ;  for  idlliuu^h  one  wiim  ejected  fraiii  it  in  the  rci|n>  i^ 
Charles  11,  yet  iiflerwanla  ibn  office  of  mayor  was  repeatedly 
held  by  them;  thereby  nroviiifr  the  saying  of  King  Dnvi<l, 
''The  stone  which  the  builders  refused  is  become  the  headstone 
of  the  corner." 

Thomas  Grebbell,  whose  vole  was  allowed  in  l(>90,  having 
been  restored  to  hi)t  frcc<lum,  was  several  times  mayor;  while 
Allen,  hia  son,  held  the  office  in  the  yearn  I72H,  173(1,  1732, 
1735,  1737,  1739,  and  17-11.  In  17'i7  wc  find  James  Lamb, 
Esq.,  mayor.  I  le  was  connected  by  murriage  with  the  Urebhclls; 
and  when  tliis  latter  family  become  cxtiitet.  the  maDtlc  of  their 

IMnxr  fell  o»  the  ahoidders  of  that  of  ihe  Lambs,  niid  was  worn 
»y  them  dottn  to  the  period  of  the  yiisBinji  of  the  Reform  Bill 
in  lfti'2.  Tlie  ihirty-foiir  niayorall ie.i  wbieh  occiirrexl  from 
I7"27  to  17G0  (both  inclusive)  were  held  as  under,  viz.: 

Ry  jltl«n  CrvliMl         , T  (ImM 

Uf  Jaon  t-Ainb.  mi.  -...•.  |S 

Hy  Jwuei  I.ainh.  ^un.  ••--■-■> 
lly  Tliiimaa  {..finb     ■-•••••  S 

n;  r:l>>>iicllM'..t«  ...  .        .         .        S 

Hy  n'<|ltain  Pinl*     ..-.---  t 

DyoliMm  ......... 

Talil        -  •  SI 

The  Grcbbells,  the  Lambs,  the  Slades,  and  theDaviscs,  were 
alt  relatctl  by  blood  or  marmgc.  Thcrt-forc,  when  we  see  that 
iweoiy-ninc  out  of  thirty-four  mayoralties  were  Glled  by  them, 
we  rony  fidrly  couclude  their  intlucncc  in  the  coqiomiion  was 
vcrr  consiilcr.ihlc. 

I'ltore  Mere  thu-ty-nine  freemen  admitted  in   the  ihirty^four 
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7esn.inc!adcd  undtr  the  reign  of  0«>rf:c  11;  cigliiecn  of  which 
wcrro  bT  birthright,  and  the  other  twent^'-ODe  were  dioMn  b; 
ditfcrcnt  mayora  ;  not  uac  \iaa  elected  in  nil  this  time,  nnd  cbu» 
the  ommnnnlty  tacitly  gnve  np  ane.  matv  of  the  [lulilio  high- 
ways by  which  ihcy  mi^ht,  whrri  tht-y  plca*cd,  rouduct  othcn 
into  the  corj)oratioii,  and  coiuiderably  Darro«e4  the  only  re- 
maining one  of  birthright ;  for  as  the  mayors  Mcrc  always  now 
choten  firoin  the  jurats  thcw  became  one  and  the  same  body, 
centering  in  ihemselvpsf  by  the  nomination  of  Kuch  men  as  tber 
chose  lo  aihuit  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  frrrdom,  all  ihp  power 
of  enlarging  or  lessening  the  members  of  the  corporate  body, 
taking  due  care,  as  we  shall  see,  only  to  choose  such  persoin  u» 
should  be  subservient  to  their  wishes^ or  who,  froma^  or  other 
causes^  were  uuc  Ukcly  to  rear  up  succe^ors  who  might  here- 
after enter  the  corporate  ranks  as  a  mutter  ofrii^ht-  'ilie  great 
object  WAS  to  have  none  admitted  by  right,  but  all  by  favour. 
But  let  U9  analyse  this  body  of  freemen*  and  so  the  more 
clearly  eicmpUfv'  our  tneaiiing. 

Of  the  eiffhteen  admitted  by  birthright,  the  following,  v'\r.. 
Jumcs  Lnmb,  William  Lamb,  Chb well  Slade,  Allen  OrcUbcIl, 
and  Daniel  Davis  nere  familv  connexioos;  and  of  the  twenty- 
one  chu»en  the  follnuin);  six  (Thomas  Lumb,  John  Lnnib, 
William  Da\'i9,  John  Daiis,  Thomas  Procter,  and  jVecdler  C. 
Watson)  were  allied  by  Mood  or  marriage  :  while,  of  the  re- 
mainiofr  fifteen,  only  four  Irl't  sons  to  inherit  their  freedom. 

Tims  quietly,  but  surclv  and  successfully,  did  this  family 
party  spread  their  toils;  when)  in  the  important  year  of  1708, 
seeing  the  game  within  them,  they  drew  their  nets,  and,  as  they 
thought,  srrured  ihcra  for  ever. 

Ill  speiiking  of  1768,  wc  allude  to  a  document  which  was 
tlieu  dranu  up,  and  signed  by  several  of  these  parties,  the  pur- 
port of  which  was  to  keep  the  power  they  had  obtained  in  their 
own  hnnda,  and  not  to  allow  any  one  to  enter  the  corporation 
who  was  likely  to  be  disolKdient  to  tbcir  will  nnd  dictation. 
In  tlic  hcnl  of  political  contest  wbich  afterwards  took  place, 
tliU  compact  ua«  primed  nnd  placarded  ihrtmgliuut  <'  <  n 

of  Rye,  was  emhodii-d  in  n  petition  to  the  Houite  of '  u« 

iu  ]tt2 7,  produced  before  the  committee  which  tried  the  con- 
tested election  of  1K3I),  nnd,  finally,  rmljlisbed  in  llic  Parlia- 
/mcntary  Addenda  to  IIorsficld'H  '  History  of  Sussex.'  But 
fas  those  heuts  have  passed  mvny,  nnd  as  some  of  the  living 
miglit  have  their  fcchngs  wounded  by  an  unnecessary  publica- 
tion of  the  deeds  of  the  dead,  \vc  forlx-ar  to  [uiblish  it  '  i- 
tentingour>clves  with  remarking  that  the  oincct  of  ih'.  i  t 
wna  fully  ultaincd.  Rye  uus  made  a  eompfele  rotten  i>oruugh 
ll  was  the  fiiiLsUiiig  stroke,  that  gave  the  coup  de  gratv  Ei>r  tl>« 


I 


niSTORY  OP  nVB. 


'24  \ 


?xt  seventy  yean  to  th«  Uat  expiring  liberties  orthi*  Ancient 
town. 

OBOROB  III. 

ITei.  PhitifH  Oihhon.  J.ihn  DitnUnck. 

I1B4.  Juhn  FCartiK,  in  room  of  (iihlmn.  wlin  itir-d. 

lT6«.  John  Noriu,  K(mi?  I'ullar. 

IT14.  MltUIttUti  Ofi-liio.  Ituie  Futlrt. 

tin,  Hon.  Ibomu  Uniluw,  In  rooni  o(  MiOJlcUiD  Oniloir,  who  acC'liloU  lbs 

ChilttTTii  lluiiilr«Oti. 

II*«,  urilliaai  Dickmioiii  In  nwni  or  Rom  rullcr,  wtiu  dlml. 

IT%(>.  Thonirii-  Uniilav,  William  Iflckensun. 

UN  I.  Thn  Jtiflhl  lion.  Chatln  Walfnin  Cnnntnll.  Willlnm  Utckrnmn. 

IIHk.  TbitltM  Lang  takel  CamufiU'i  h-hI.  Ihn  lalUr  liiremit  illol. 

HBO.  Cbitrin  l^nit,  Hnn.  Knhi>rt  lUnlci  Jonblnian. 

ITW.  Rohwt  Uiindu.  RoIkH  Lonl  ItuwkMbnr}'. 

■  Ml.  Lonl  dr  Flln<i<iirr«.  IaiiJ  llnwknhur;. 

Thoniu  Dnili  Lamb,  Lord  llnvktMburf. 

\HOi.  lion.  Sit  Arlbiir  H'aJlubi).  ifir  Tlmrln  Tlllbol.Rnr^ 

IftOd.  Pniili-h  rrnwCoH  Bru».  Mlcbavl  Anfrrlo  Tnjlot. 

I8»7,  Mar.  Sir  John  MrJiol,  IvnrI  at  Clancartj. 

IWt,  July.  Sir  U'lllinm  ElfoT.1,  Bftrl.,  F.RA,  SWpbcn  HumboU  I.iuhlnjtton. 

JM9,  Julj.  n'llllnm  Jncob,  ikv  bllortl. 

I9IS.  ThODMH  fbllbiH  Unib,  Sir  tieiiiy  SullitRn.  BniL 

I*i13.  John  Mnbrrlcy,  ilCit  Lnniti,  KlclinnT  Alkwiliibt,  jun.,  Vice  SultlMn. 

ISI«.  KlRhl  Hon,  Chnrlfi  AihiiUiouI.  IVIrr  Hciiwii. 

^^  Jobn  Dodton.  (.L.l>.,  tin-  Arbntlinor. 

In  I7f>3  (tied  Philips  Gibbon,  Esq.,  hnving  reprtRcntcd  the 
borough  of  Rye  in  eleven  successive  parliaments,  running  over 
the  long  period  of  lifty-lhrce  years.  At  the  time  of  his  decease 
he  v«s  the  father  of  the  House  of  Commons,  having;  aat  thi;re 
longer  than  any  other  member  then  within  its  w»IU.  There 
atill  exists  a  memoriat  of  this  re preaent stive,  in  a  punrait  which 
he  had  {wiinled  by  Sir  Jushua  iteyiiulcU,  duriii]!  his  connexion 
with  the  town,  and  which  is  now  in  the  possession  of  ihe  Liitnb 
family. 

Mr.  Gibbon's  vacant  seat  was  filled  by  John  Norrid,  Esq.,  a 
relative  of  the  late  Sir  Johu  Norriii.  A  memento  of  him  »till 
remuins  in  several  Uirpe-haiidsomely -hound  Prayer-book*,  ulneh 
lie  presented  to  the  Corporatioii,  and  uhich  yet  grace  Ihc  pew_ 
in  tlie  church  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
of  the  borough.  (>ii  one  cover  are  these  words  :  "  The  gift  of 
John  Norris,  jun.,  Esq.,  of  Heintistead;"  and  on  the  other, 
"One  thousand  seven  hundred  ana  sixty-two." 

]n  thi»list  are  scvctbI  namea  of  historical  note.  The  Right 
Honorable  Charles  Wolfran  Cornwall  was  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Commons,  ai>d  died  in  the  jwssesston  of  that  most  honorable 
and  most  rxaltiil  of  all  the  elccliveoiHcesin  this  kin-filom.  His 
rcoidencc  wuy,  Hurton  IViur^,  Hants ;  and  there  is  a  liaiidB4^)ine 
monument  erectctl  to  hia  meinory  in  the  beautiful  vhupel  of 
Saint  Cross,  Winchester. 
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^H 

^^B           The   Hononibte  Robert  Bonlcs  Jcnktnson.  aflenrardB  Lord    I 

^^^B       H»u'keKliiin',  and  evcniiiallj 

Ear!  of  Liveni 

W,  when  be  became    1 

^^V       prime  miiiUtiTaftiT  tlic  dcalh  uf  Mr.  I'iiti 

nbich  liii^b  office  he     1 

^^H        field  to  the  time  of  his  decease,  wiia  fintt  introduced  inlu   Par-     1 

^^m        liuinciil  tlinini^h  the  medium  uf  this  boruu{;h.     He  Mua  not  of    1 
^^1        a^e  when  elected,  but  attained  hiii  luajont;  by  the  time  the     | 

^H        Parliament  met. 

1 

^^  1        Sir  Arthur  WpIIesley,  the 

nrpsent  renowned  and  most  illiis-     1 

H         1      irious  Dukv  of  Wclliii;;t(ni,  alsw  rcpn-scntt-d  llif  town  of  Rye.          1 

H                  Itoliert   DnndaR,   nlterwarrlti   Ixtrd   Melville,  was  the  hiHum     1 

^^^        frii-iid  1)1'  Mr.  Pitt ;  with  whom  the  latter  oHen  Itept  tiis  mulrii^ht     | 

^^B        vigiU)  in  rnnNuItatinn  on  the 

weiehty  ufliurs  of  the  aatioQ,  ai  hit     1 

^^H        seat  on  Wimbledon  C'ommon. 

1 

^^^B                                                         utT  «r  ntecMca, 

^1 

^^^B                             NftoiM. 

How  kdinlllAd. 

Whn  aimiUti.         ^H 

^^^H                   Tliomnt  Allen 

lUrtHrl^ht 

MxrcbM,  liai.           ^^M 

^^H                 RkIvitiI  (irldnrt 

Miijur 

Aiix-  i*>ii>,  nei.            ■ 

^^^K                RIlIiiiiiI  I'ullanl 

do. 

A<i«.  nib.  17M.            ■ 

^^^^^          TliumoK  lUxPf 

da. 

Abk.  ii>iti,  17a.           ■ 

^^^^H         VVilliiini 

do. 

Aag.  ItUi.  ilM.                ■ 

^^^^H        JamM  Smttb 

da 

AUR.  Sillll.   r.lV:             ^^ 

^^^^1        CbutM  Haju 

do. 

Sipl.  loui.  i]i)«t.       ^H 

^           JobB  Smeonl 

d«. 

Aiut.  till.                   ^^1 

^^H             wniiun  Ciickow 

do. 

Jul}-:t.^ili.  1110.       ^H 

^^^1                John  llnlclook 

do. 

Aiw-il't,  1111.         ^B 

^^^H                Jamc*  Sninll 

i». 

Aug.  lUtb,  inc.          ^^H 

^^H                 Williflni 

do. 

Aag.  I^lti.  Ul*.         ^^M 

^^H                Rlcturd  IlutiM 

do. 

Auff.  ftJ,  ITIA.            ^^M 

^^^1                 Loni*  M«C7on 

do. 

Jill}                               ^^H 

^^^1                John  lto)cb?n,juD> 

do. 

AuK.  I3tlt,  nil.        ^^U 

^^M                 William  dilute 

do. 

A|flj|  »J,  IT19.                   ■ 

^^^f                 Kulliiipiii^l  I'roirlrr 

BlitbrlKbt 

Mn^etb,  nofi.                ■ 

^                        TliiimnK  Mnrynn 

MnjM 

Au;.  S^thjlia.               ■ 

H            ^__,,-Tt»ouiiu  Btuwn 

du. 

Aiut'  u>>.  nw.           ■ 

^^H    '■''^'^    Tliomiu  Prafvh 

l]U. 

Aug.  Bid,  ITRI.           ^^M 

^^B               JantM  L»mb 

do. 

Doe.  1:*ll>,liNJ.        ^H 

^^^ft              Jobn  pRMOf* 

Ulrlbrliihl 

Aoff.  dM,11«2.        ^^ 

^^^H                JobnSlnil*! 

Mn>uc 

Ntn.ailb.llM.               ■ 

^^^H                tUchnnl  Frjman 

BIrihtlicbt 

Miic<li  MUi.  IT^I.            M 

^^^B                ChulH  LMib 

Mnyijr 

Auft.   lAlb.tlHI.             ^^H 

^^^1                Kl  wnrd  J  acab 

ao- 

Aug.  mil,  nu.        ^^1 

^^H               Ahrahan  itMitt 

Jo. 

Aw  l^lb,  HIO.        ^H 

^H              Wnilun  M1II(*                     { 
^^H              JMmu  Hatty                         t 

U.rlbri|:bt 

P*(>.dBlh,  I1H1.          ^H 

^^H              John  OFIa 

Majut 

Anit.                           ^^1 

^^H             Juno  Elllutt 

do. 

Aiiit.  Uiilli,  llhll.         ^^1 

^^H              John  KMiiMtt 

do. 

Aiis.  nth.  I1M.        ^^M 

^^^B             Jolin  ttuekbiirU 

do. 

Aiiff.  iiib,  imi.       ^H 

^^M             fllehMO  Jumll 

do. 

J«it  aiih,  MM.       ^^1 

^^^H                 Juliii  Jvukrn* 

A>. 

Ao^.  aiiuitiu.       ^^1 

^^M               \XM»,n  U'>t(< 

A>.             1 

nirlfatiRht         i 

^^^^H 

^^H                 William  ValMH 

Aag.  seu>,  iiRi.       ^^H 

^^H               Janwu  SnlU 
^^^^               WiUisni  Waodbunt 

do. 
ftlajur 

Aug.  Aih.  I1M.          ^^1 

^^^H               JaniM  iSnHill, 

llJUlirlflhl 

Mxr  lUth,  IIM.         ^^1 

^^^H               TliviDH  Dflili  Lamb 

Ma^vt 

Auk-  ITUi.  ITM.        ^H 
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Nmmm. 

HMrwImlttal. 

When  MlmltM. 

iritliain  Pwt 

Majvr 

Aqg-Bd.  nin. 

Jolin  Mi>r>ini 

Birthright 

A<ia-  ixt.  nfl". 

John  ^bifl^ll 

Ufljor 

A.I1I.  liih,  ntt«. 

Jnlim  Mtf(ii« 

do. 

^«K.Hih,  ii*n. 

tvilliw  Lt« 

Il«. 

AuR.  utb,  isiM. 

Jiilin  Luilord 

da. 

Auff.  £Pltl.  1601. 

Tbcmin*  Proclpr 

Blttlirli^lit 

»«>pi.  i>ih,l«oi. 

Krt.  (iMrfK  .^u^iuiua  Lamb 

Uayoi 

Dec.  29ib.  I«ua. 

Jobii  Anod 

do. 

Aim  itiiLlHoi. 

U'lllltin  l>Litl|u  Liiiub 

do. 

Aug.  lib.  18U^. 

Dkawl  SliJ« 

diK 

Au^iatli,  ISbd. 

WllllaM  Prower 

Blrtlirlgbl 

Jiilf  li.l.  Hot. 

Jolin  l^unrnc* 

Mayur 

Aug.  jd,  JNOW, 

Wllllan  Procltr 

d-x 

Jul;  -11*1,  1111, 

llenr;  Bouni 

BlrUiilgbl 

Auji.  I4lh,  INII. 

Ovonc*  ^nnail  MllVr 

Major 

niw.  -Ilh,  IM). 

Rb*.  WiUMm  I><)d«on 

•Id. 

July  l^lb,  1413. 

Joho  BacbHor 

(io. 

Aug.  \\\b.  IM3. 

RcT.  John  M]«n 

do- 

Ant-UOt. I<^U. 

Uikki  urn 

do. 

Aut.  i^ii).  IHI3. 

Jobn  lUrtj 

biribriifl)! 

Murdi  Ittih.  HIT 

Kri««M  Chattertoii 

Mn|nr 

AiiR.  Mllb.  IH11, 

JaBR)  liiinb 

B^tlhrtKbl 

Nix.  Illh.  IAIN. 

WdMnlU-F 

Mnjot 

Aoit-ltli.  III*. 

RIchuil  Wralen  UiiUnr 

du. 

Jm>.  Jth,  \^M. 

Of  thcBC  Mty-scvcn  admissions,  sixteen  were  by  birthrig-ht, 
and  Gftj-onc  by  ihe  mayor,  wi(h  (he  apjirobaiion  of  the  jurats. 
Of  the  sixteen  ndmiucd  by  birthright,  four  beloi)j:;cd  to  the 
fiimily  conufuon  brforc  alluded  to,  and  nf  tho  6fly-one  t'hwcn 
not  Irtu  than  ten;  vrhile  of  the  forty -mie  nrmaiiitngof  the  l»ttcr, 
only  Rise  had  sons  after  they  wt-ro  made  free.  The  sixty  mayor- 
alties whieh  took  place  m  this  reign  were  Oiled  by  the  rollowin)!; 
penona: 

4a  bf  ■  lAimb,      ) 
a  hj  a  SIbJc,      Jail  tvMei, 
K  t^  a  Proclrr,  \ 

At :  ai»l  oiw  lulilar}  mnyotntty  bf  thiMou  Owona,  Rn[. 

Now  if  we  couple  all  thtst-  thingai  tngcthrr,  vrc  shnll  be  at  no 
ItWS  to  account  for  the  small  niimhirr  nf  freemen  chrn  in  the 
corporation.  In  1818  the  whole  body  con»isI*Hl  of  only  thirty- 
three  membcra:  vii.  one  mayor,  five  jnrnls.  and  Iwenty-scvcn 
freemen;  out  of  which  number  only  fifteen  were  qualified  to 
vote  for  a  represcntatire,  twelve  being  disqualilied  by  holding 
various  offices,  and  sis  from  non-residenee. 

In  1780  it  appears  that  officrrsof  iIkt  (vustoms  wercallnwi-d  to 
vote  for  members  ;  and  in  consetjuenee  of  the  loo  great  influence 
which  was  thus  given  to  the  Crniin  at  elections,  Mr.  Crewe 
bnju):ht  in  a  bill  to  do  away  with  their  votes;  Hnd,in  the  rniine 
of  th«  debate,  Mr.  Townsliend,  to  show  the  ministerial  inihicnco 
the  oflicers  of  the  revenue  were  under,  mentioned  an  instance 
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M  the  boniDCB  Of  Rjc,  ■uut  Ind  bees  rcnraMstsd  ilmtiiin 
thne  grocTvBMiu  twvm  btha  to  aOM,  bf  the  raipcclaMc  »- 
Biljr  of  Adminl  Norm ;  but  the  pwmu  gfitfleman  </  ihM 
Bane  was  tbrowB  oat  bj  thr  votes  of  the  mwloqi-boo«e  or 
cxoK-^iffica*,  to  whom  nnotbrr  candidsle  was  reooanneiukd 
bjr  tbe  miiritfgr;  and  of  thr  titmtf  •dirrc  rota,  mnrtcvn  were 
cutiom-boiue  officen,  vbn  (Ured  not  vnte  aunranr  to  tbc 
nuiMlal«  of  ihr  ratnivtrr.  Hiis  debate  tooli  place  on  TburKlar, 
.Vpril  13th.  1780,  vhea  the  bQl  wa»  knt  br  a  majoritj  of  thiit;- 
one :  one  hunHrcd  and  ntiMtf-Gre  having  Y<i>t<d  for,  and  two 
btmcbrd  aud  tircnt}-«x  agamBt  iu 

We  have  already  ootieed  little  atteotiona.  in  the  vay  of  pr^ 
•enUt,  which  trere  paid  b;  the  rcprcsentatires  to  the  corporation  ; 
and  we  now  liavo  lu  n-coni  sriotbrr,  «hi(^)l  was  coade  in  1754), 
by  John  Norm,  E*q.,  and  Row  Fuller,  Esq. ;  bcinj;  two  vcnr 
bandaoroe  macea,  which  Mill  oroameDt  tike  itnirt'tuiU  na  aQ 
fcrcat  public  occaaious,  and  which  were  formerly'  carried  by  the 
two  Kr^fcauU  wticn  the  corponite  body,  oa  Easter  Sunday, 
Chrinlniaa  Day,  and  other  hifch  festivals,  marched  in  proceseaoo 
to  church  from  the  court-hall,  whither  the  freemen  had  pre- 
viously repaired  to  partake  of  cake  and  wine,  to  dnnk  the  mavor'a 
health. 

All  now  was  cnlm  and  tranquil.  So  powerful  was  the  nar- 
cotic which  had  been  administered  at  the  latter  [Hirt  of  the 
prcccdinfi:  reign,  in  the  shape  of  the  dnoument  there  adverted 
to,  llint,  ihrotiffbout  the  Thiid  George's  long  reign  of  sixty  years, 
till-  lottn  exhibited  no  aign  of  esititencv, — ^hc  henred  no  Bigh, — 
Khe  mafle  no  stnigglr;  but,  liLt.' Cardinal  Hcaufort,  »h«  uiifrUl 
)>c  Niid  III  have  died  and  "made  nci  sign."  Rut  tlioutfh  man, 
ill  liiH  indiviiluul  chanicier,  dies  and  lires  no  morv  in  iliis  Hub- 
luMEiry  nurtd,  in  his  aggregate  character  it  is  not  ho;  whether 
as  a  nation,  or  even  iw  a  corporation,  he  i»  capable  of  i-iijoying 
n  tccoiid  life;  but  he  who  wishes  to  behold  this  rcauacttation 
of  the  town  of  Rye  must  posa  on  to  a  future  reign. 


OBORGE    IV. 

LI*T  or  ■crBrBSH'TtTtTBi. 

IMA  I'rid  llnwn,  Juhn  l>odacn,  t.L.P. 
I*>S.  I'viM  itrown,  Itolwn  KniiEhl. 
1«H.  Itlriitnl  ArkwrttAl.Jiin.,  Ilmr;  Uonbim. 

luo,  MiiKtil)l,anUieiImlhofRo(it>«n.  Pliill|iPiMr>  Ch].,  vho «*•  niMMteJ 
lij  ColtMiFl  I)«  Lny  Eran*. 

*lhe  (■K<-ilirnient  arising  out  of  the  long  and  bloody  wars, 
ivhieh  rafted  tbruugh  so  many  years  of  the  last  reign,  and  in 
whieh  every  man  felt  he  was' fighting,  "pro  aris  el  foeia,**  for 
his  religion  and  his  home,  and  when  our  very  existence,  aa 


a  Dation  seemed  to  be  [>ut  in  jctipard}-,  hnd  no  completely 
absortMfd  the  miads  of  the  great  tnas!)  of  the  people  Ihnt  they 
had  neither  time  iinr  tnrlinntion  to  luolc  into  the  internal  state  _ 
of  their  uwii  ufluirs;  while  the  current  of  public  opinion  s^ 
•0  strongly  in  fnvoiir  of  the  war  policy,  whieh  our  miniBters 
then  adopted,  tliut  fcvr  ever  thought  there  could  be  any  ncce«- 
Bity  for  ft  reform  in  the  representation  of  the  countiy. 

But  when,  on  the  ucccsslon  of  George  IV',  the  nation  had 
Iieen  five  years  Bt  pcare  with  the  world,  and  the  people  were 
Mnking  under  the  load  of  a  taxation  which  had  been  laid  on 
their  nhoulders,  in  eonsequence  of  the  uai-s  wc  have  alluded  to, 
ihev  began  to  think  an  ulteratinn  in  the  representation  iTould  be 
one  of  the  hcst  remedies  for  the  evils  under  nhidi  they  were 
»nlTcnrig.  This  spirit  appeared,  at  a  vcr^'  early  period  of  this 
reign,  iu  the  tnwn  of  Kyc;  but  mntters  were  not  sultickiitly 
ripe  for  its  embodiment  until  the  year  1826,  at  the  eommcncc- 
ment  of  which  rumours  of  war  be<^n  to  be  spread  abroad,  and 
on  Wednesday,  Mar  4th,  the  toesin  was  sounded,  which  roused 
the  men  of  Rye  from  their  deep  clumber  of  ages,  when  they 
(lew  to  arniH  and  sat  duu'n  before  the  fortress  of  the  cor|Mm- 
tion,  of  which,  though  often  rt^|iu1t)ed,  routed,  and  defeatetl, 
they  never  entirely  raised  the  siege  until  they  had  made  a 
breach  in  lis  walls,  through  which  thi-y  triumphantly  entered, 
and  phtced  the  Ktandard  of  their  ancient  liberties  on  itH 
nunparti. 

When  we  s|ieidc  of  the  "  men  of  Rye,"  we  mean  a  great 
majority  of  the  inhabitants  who  were  without  the  pale  of  the 
corporation;  but  who,  having  resided  for  a  year  and  a  day  in 
the  town,  and  having  {raid  their  scot  and  borne  their  lot, 
eoosidcrcd  themselves  justly  entitled  to  the  enjoyment  of  alt 
the  righto  and  privileges  originally  granted  by  the  Charters  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  to  all  their  inhabitants  »iniilnrly  circum- 
fttaiired.  By  payiuj*  their  acot,  wc  mean  the  disehargiuf;  of  all 
government  and  parochial  taxes  wliicli  were  legully  demanded 
of  them  :  and,  by  bearing  ilieir  lot,  the  tilling  all  p^uchinl  and 
otlicroflices  to  which  they  might  be  ap])ointed. 

Ax  the  detaili*  have  been  lung  and  (ttuine  may  think)  tedioui, 
by  which  we  have  endeavoured  to  trace  the  steps  by  which  the 
town  of  Bye  was  reduced  to  the  abject  state  of  a  rotten 
borough,  so  these  will  he  also  many  and  minute  bv  which  we 
shall  have  Co  trace  her  return  to  the  enjoyment  of  her  original 
liberties 

From  this  diversion  wc  return  to  the  direct  track  of  our 
hifttory.  On  Wednesday,  May  4th,  1825,  between  fifty  and 
«xCy  of  the  inhabilants  went  to  the  court- faatl,  where  the  mayor, 
Nathaniel  Procter,  Esq.,  was  presiding  al  a  Court  of  Record, 
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fwepiwl  to  gh-e  ■  decunc  mcver."  On  reeening  llim  ratty 
the  fwrtkan^Rd  lot  private  boose,  and  tbcrr  t^iMstogetfacr 
iiilb  lotDc  ocfacn,  to  tbe  annticr  of  Mmiy  aliogctlier,  ■  pcD* 
IJcKi,wbicbwattHete»lalui  tbeHtMUcof  Camnraiub^r  Eidwaid 
Jrn-uJah  Ctiitos,  Em).,  ooe  oT  tbe  oomotf  oenbcn,  sctdng 
furtb  (be  aoclcat  rijcliu  of  the  umn,  and  ahvwing  bow  tbe;  bad 
been  unjuMly  luurpol. 

On  the  foILowIoK  court  dmy  the  pvtiea  again  letOlted  to  tbe 
ball  (tbal  is,  od  Majr  l^tb]  to  receive  ■  dectan-e  aosvcr  la  ibc 
demand  tb^  bad  made  oo  tbv  4tb,  afid  vbicb  was  gi^'en  to 
them  in  tbcac  wonls,  liz.  "The  cuurt,  bariog  taken  into 
consideration  tbe  cUim  made  hy  the  inhabitant  bodscboldera, 
paying  acol  and  lot,  to  bare  tbe  oath  of  allc^aiux  adioiiitstcrcd 
1(1  tlwm,  and  to  have  tbrir  names  enrolled  in  this  cuurt,  so 
that  lliey  migbl  be  admitted  to  tbe  cujormcnt  of  aU  the  rights 
and  iirivileges  of  this  tonn,  have  dirratcd  their  ofbcer  to  «^ 
miiiiktvr  such  oath  to  them  and  all  other  inhabitaiit-i  who  ofier 
tu  take  the  same;  but,  in  so  admitting  tbeni  to  take  tliis  oalb, 
uhich  tlic  court  fed  ihetntclvca  bound  to  admii)i«ier  tu  aay 
tintunil  bom  subject  of  hit  Majesty  of  full  age  who  shall  ayyly 
for  thiH  iiurpoitc,  and,  in  recording  the  samc^  the  court  think 
it  right  to  atatc  to  them  that  thry  know  of  no  right  or  privilege 
of  tbift  tou'n  which  is  withheld  from  them, or  uhich  they  do  not 
'  »oi>M.-«i  or  enjoy ;  and,  if  they  claim  any  such  rights  or  priri- 
iQgM,  the  court  DOW  give  them  notice,  and  require  them  to 
lUtc  to  tfaani  in  writing  what  it  is  they  do  so  claim,  and  on 
what  uroundti  and  evidence,  that  they  may  take  the  same  into 
CoiiBidcrution/' 

The  inhabitants,  fearing  they  might  commit  thcm^ves,  in 
the  iilMi'iii-f  of  their  Icual  luh  iscr,  declined  taking  the  ontb, 
wivhig,  "  they  did  not  fr<l  themselves  nulhoriicd  to  state  anjr 
olhiir  ^-Dmidn  on  which  thry  miidc  their  claim,  nor  to  vubrett 
luiy  cvidfucc  until  further  lulviscd  thereupon."  The  court 
cuDtcnded  that  they  bad  not  usked  for  tlicir  fri'«Klom  of  tbe 
corpuration,  in  tr(|uiriiig  to  be  admitted  to  all  the  rights  and 
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privilege!!  of  the   town,   and   so   the   matter  eofled  for  this 

On  consultation  with  their  l»^\  uilviser,  tht*  |iarties  fmiiid 
litty  had  dune  wrong  in  not  UikJnf;^  the  r>ath  uf  aKtrj^iiiiicv  whtn 
tendered  to  them,  and  therefore  thuy  signed  a  rccnicst  to  the 
mayor  to  hold  a  court  for  the  (lurpoftc  nn  the  followinf^ 
Wednesday,  May  2ilh,  to  which  they  received  the  following 
rtply ; 

"  Gentlemen, — With  reference  to  your  request  of  thc'^Othinst., 
1  am  diivoted  lo  itifurin  you  that  the  mayor  will  hfild  s  Court 
of  Record,  on  Wednesday,  June  I  at  (bdiig  the  usual  court  day), 
for  the  «uk'  puqioKi!  of  adminiHtcritig  to  you  and  your  fellow- 
towDameu  the  oath  uf  allt^giaiice. 

*'  1  am,  Uenttemen,  your  most  obedient  iierrnnt, 

"TiioMAft  Pboctick.  Town  Olcrb. 
"Bye,  May  21st,  1825." 

Ou  June  iM,  about  forty  of  the  fHCii  u/'  It^e  went  u|i  to  the 
court -kali,  nlien  they  tooW  the  oaths  of  nllegtanoe  and  supre- 
macy, aud  had  their  uames  enrolled;  havin*;  done  which,  they 
demanded  to  be  admitted  to  all  future  meetings  of  the  cor- 
poration;  the  only  answer  to  which  was,  "The  court  do  not 
eonsiiler  that  tiiis  is  the  proper  time  and  place  to  give  an 
opinion  on  this  queatjon.-" 

At  the  next  court  day,  on  June  15th,  between  twenty  and 
thirty  more  of  the  inhabitant  householders  altended,  took  the 
oaths,  and  liad  their  names  enrolled  as  olhera  had  done  on  the 
preecdinji;  day. 

AtU'r  this  time  no  active  proccdings  were  taken  until  the 
Utter  end  of  the  month  a(  August,  at  the  usual  time  of  electing 
the  mayor. 

Accordine  to  tb«  6rftt  article  of  the  old  Customal,  the  mayor 
wa«  annually  choavii  on  the  Krst  Sunday  after  the  Feast  of 
Saint  Bartholomew  at  the  eroes  in  the  churchyard ;  and,  in 
agreement  with  this  cu8toin>  many  of  the  men  of  Rvc  were 
sumnioucd  from  their  beds  early  on  (he  morning  of  t>unday, 
August  *J>»th,  l>i2.'i,  when  they  proceeded  to  u  spot  in  the 
churchyard,  near  the  south  porch,  where  the  atirient  vro%n  was 
ftuppoitcd  to  have  stood,  and  there  they  elected  for  llieir  mayor, 
for  the  year  cuauing,  Mr.  John  Mcrjon,  who  was  a  Ireeman  of 
the  corporation,  having  been  hum  free  i  io  addition  to  the  xoUii 
of  those  inhubitants.  who  had  liccn  sworn  and  enrolled  at  ihc 
court  on  the  lat  and  16th  of  June,  Mr.  Mei^'on  was  supported 
by  that  of  Mr.  William  l'ro»»er, m ho  wus  also  in  the  ciijuyment 
of  bis  freedom  by  birthright.  Thus  did  these  two  men  romc 
libvrally  fonA'ard  to  the  assistance  of  tlic  men  of  Bye,  from 
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the  most  diantcrcsUd  motives,  ImvinK  soinclliin);  to  low,  but 
nothitiR  to  gain ;  bdng  willing  to  sacrifice  iheir  own  diitiiiciive 
IvivilegcB  tor  ihc  sake  of  mukiii};  ihcir  ft  How- townsmen  par- 
ticipnture  of  the  same.  These  two,  hnvinp  been  lh«  first  to 
come  forward  to  the  rescue.  dc*«:r*c  tin-  hi.tOii^  pratitude  of  all 
ihoi^e  who  an*  now  enjoying  the  franchises  of  tht!  io«ii. 

On  tbc  following  day  the  parties  who  lind  elected  Mr. 
Mcryon  for  mayor,  went  to  the  court -hall,  where  the  corporate 
body  were  met  to  choose  theirs,  uiid  cidled  u|ioa  the  retiring 
mnyor  to  swear  Mr.  Mcryon  into  otficc  and  XK^f^a  his  seat  to 
him,  TTiis  n.-<|ucst,  having  been  refused,  the  oath  of  office  wat 
ndminiMcrcd  to  the  town's  mayor  by  Mr.  Whitton  who  wa« 
their  i^olicttor;  when  the  tnbubitant  house hohiers  retired,  aiid 
the  corporation  chose  for  their  mayor  the  Rev.  Willinm  Dodson, 
who  wag  related  to  tlit:  Lanib^  oy  murioge,  was  resident  in 
Lincolnebire,  and  bad  the  cure  of  two  parishes  in  this  county. 

On  Septi-niber  7tb,  which  was  the  next  court  day,  the  friends 
and  siipjiortcra  of  Mr.  Meryou  again  went  to  the  hull  with  huii, 
and  dL-inaudfd  of  Mr.  Dodson,  who  was  presiding  there  as 
mayor,  to  swear  him  into  that  olBce.  This  demand  wa»  again 
refused,  «'hcn  the  men  of  Rye,  wlio  were  determined  not  ta 
yield  this  point  without  a  furthei*  stru^le,  by  the  advice 
of  tlieir  solicitor,  rc3olve<l  on  taking  thcboldcr  meaaure  of 
seiKing  on  ihv  court-hidl,  and  holding  the  same  by  virtue  of 
Mr.  Mcrj'on  being  the  lawful  mayor  ot'  the  town. 

On  the  afternoon  of 'l\ie»dfty,  October  18th,  a  great  number 
of  the  inbabitnnU  assembled  in  tbc  market-street,  opposite  the 
court-ball,  when  the  lock  which  secured  the  door  of  the  iron 
fence,  leading  into  the  market -ho  use  under  the  hall,  was  n{iened, 
and  proceeding  to  the  doors,  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  leading 
into  the  latter,  these  (lying  open  by  some  uli«nii<iiie  power, 
the  men  of  Rye  ascended  the  steps  and  took  pouc&sioo  uf  it. 
To  enable  ihem  to  keep  the  hall,  after  taking  it,  the  windows 
were  barricaded,  the  doors  barred,  and  several  of  the  inha- 
bitants remained  in  the  building  all  nigfat,  until  they  were 
relieved  by  others  in  the  morning. 

Tlie  )!'th  of  October  was  the  regular  court  dnr.  when,  at 
ten  o'clock,  Mr.  Mcrion,  with  the  twelve  jurats,  whom  he  hiid 
called  to  his  asslstaim-,  entered  the  bull,  all  clad  in  scarlet  mbes, 
and  look  their  seats  on  the  bench  amid  the  luxbimutions  of 
their  friends.  Shortly  after  arrived  M  r.  Uodson  and  his  jurats, 
who  denuindcd  that  the  bench  shoiUd  be  delivered  up  to  him ; 
but  tlie  tables  being  now  turned,  he  found  his  demand  wax  oi 
litllc  heedc^l  ns  that  of  Mr.  Miiyon  and  bia  jurats  hod  been 
wbrn  tbc  corjturalc  hody  were  in  |}0«essiun ;  and  they  retired 
le  hall  to  concoct  other  meana  for  its  recovery. 


HISTORY  or  RVB. 


34 


Shortly  nfter  the  election  of  mayor,  in  the  mouth  of  Sep- 
tember, a  memorial  was  presented  to  the  Lord  Bishop  of 
ChichcstiT;  this  nienioml  wus  followed  by  BnoHu-r  to  the 
Bishop  of  Lineotn,  to  whose  diocese  the  Ucv.  Williniii  Dudnnn 
beloiifced,  of  vshich  thia  ts  a  co])y:  **Wet  the  undersigned, 
being  a  deputation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  atieient  town  of 
Kye,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  beg  leave  resijectfully  to  submit 
to  your  Lordship  the  copy  of  a  memorial,  wlueh  hnti  been  pre- 
sented to  the  Right  Reverend  the  Lord  Bixhup  ofChichostcr; 
and  as  the  interference  of  tho  Rev.  Wilhatn  Di>dson,  who  is 
oue  of  llie  elcrfry  resident  iii  your  I^rdtihip's  diiwcHr,  in  the 
political  and  temporal  concerns  of  uur  town  is  subversive  of 
our  rights^  aud  tending  to  bring  the  clerical  chiimctcr  of  the 
Rev.  William  Dodson  into  question  and  a  state  of  great  litiga> 
tion,  wc  venture  to  ho|>c  Unit  your  Lordahtp  will  tee  it  fit  to 
interpose  your  Lordship's  authority,  and  rv<[utre  the  residence 
of  the  Rev,  William  Dodson  nn  his  livings,  and  prevent  his 
assuming  to  act  lu  the  mayor  of  our  town,  ua  ue  have  already 
a  very  etHcient  mayor  for  the  current  year. 

"  Wc  trust  your  Lordship  will  excuse  the  liberty  wc  take; 
but  your  Lordship's  character  is  the  best  assurance  to  U8  Iliut 
our  repnrsentntiun  will  receive  your  Lordship'*  »crious  atten- 
tion." 

These  memorials  produced  no  cffccu  which  were  beneficial 
to  the  cause  in  which  (he  memorialiiits  were  engaged;  the 
Rev.  Wdliam  Dodson  did  not  resign  his  ofEcc  of  mayor,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  bis  8up|>oner8  carried  the  matter  into  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench.  The  result  of  this  proceeding  was  an 
order  calling  on  the  town  party  to  vacate  the  hall,  giving 
possession  to  Mr.  Dodson  an  mayor.  In  consequence  of  this 
order  the  court-hallt  together  with  all  the  records  and  docu- 
ments, was  deUvered  iulo  the  baud  of  the  corporate  body  on 
November  2dth,  1826. 

Duriuff  the  six  weeks  that  the  ton^i  party  occupied  the 
court-hall,  they  administered  justice  to  all  those  who  chose 
to  apply  to  ihcm  fur  it,  and  they  hvid  one  inquest  on  the  bo<]y 
of  a  man  who  had  handed  himself.  They  examined  very  care- 
fully the  records  of  ihe  corporation,  whirh  run  back  aa  far  aa 
the  reign  of  Henry  VI,  and  which  are  in  excellent  preservation  ; 
Qpom  these  they  acquired  a  considerable  insigbt  into  the  original 
conalilulion  of  the  town,  nnd  bocnme  more  convinced  than 
ever  tliat  Uicir  claims  were  founded  on  justice,  and  still  more 
determined  to  prosecute  thom  to  a  successful  issue. 

It  nnwt  be  observed  that  ihe  order  of  Ring's  Bench  expresses 
that  the  town  party  are  not  to  act  as  officers  of  the  corporation, 
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until  the  n^lil  to  tbe  same  offices  shall  hare  been  determined 
in  &Mne  course  of  legal  proceeding. 

Thus  this  ur^er  did  nut  decide  the  quesiioti  aa  to  who  wos 
mayor.  Whether  Mr.  Meryon  ivaa  ibe  li'i»iU  mayor,  having 
liad  the  vote  of  only  one  iri^t^mon,  Diay  be  a  (jucalion;  for, 
slthouf^h  it  bail  been  decided  at  elcetious  that  inhabitanu, 
not  freemen  of  tbe  corporation,  might  vote  for  meinbera  at 
parlianieul.  there  vr»a  nothing  to  shov  that  they  could  exercise 
tbe  right  of  choosing  a  mayor,  uidc&s  previouttly  ii(!ti)ittrd  into 
the  iHirpuratifHi.  But  ibuuf^h  it  ini^ht  nut  be  i{uitc  clear  thai 
^Ir.  Mcryoii  could  have  bi-eu  established  in  th<?  oHice  of  mayor, 
ii^iiit  ue  thiiiW  it  ia  pretty  certain  that  Mr.  Dudson  was  nut  a 
lep^nl   mayor;  his   reaidenec  in  Lineulnshire,  ki-t  cure  of  two 

Iiurishea  there,  must  have  uruvcd  au  iueupcrublc  bar  to  his 
ogul  exercUe  of  the  office  of  mayor  of  Rye. 

Under  itU  the  circumstaiioe«,  the  exjKnite  of  trying  the  ouca- 
ttou  would  have  been  grcul,  the  delay  might  have  uoen  latid, 
and  the  dccUion  uiR-crt»t:i ;  it  vm  therefore  rexolvcd  to  let  tbe 
matter  drop,  and  Ihua  ended  tbe  campaign  of  18'2S. 

'I1tv  year  t!^'JI>  opened  with  an  atluck  on  the  corpomticHi, 
through  the  meditini  of  an  application  to  the  Court  of  King's 
Hench,  for  a  matidamua  to  compel  the  mayor  to  admit  certaiu 
inhabitants,  bom  in  the  town,  to  the  frpetlnm  of  the  same. 
This  application  came  on  fur  hcarin<;  in  I'V-bniun',  when  it  was 
Ycrj-  summarily  disposed  of  by  the  I^rd  Chief  JuHlicc  Tcntcr- 
<len,  who  aeked,  "  %vhcrc  is  the  inchoate  right  ?"  to  which  Sir 
James  Scarlett,  who  was  counsel  for  the  defendants,  re])licd, 
"in  the  Diayor  and  jurats  for  the  last  seventy  years."  Oo  this 
evL-n  the  rule  nisi  was  refused,  and  the  plaintiffs  were  turned 
out  of  court.  This  decision,  fur  the  time,  ans  of  imniontte  im- 
portance to  the  cor]) ovation,  as  it  fully  coiiKriued  their  power, 
and  justified  all  tlie  means  which  bod  been  so  «uc<-e?.»fully 
adopted  by  the  ruling  |>arties  for  the  extinction  of  tbe  Ubcrtica 
of  the  town.  It  seemed  to  have  put  nn  end  to  all  chance  of 
tlie  towuHpeopte  ever  a^iu  recovering  their  freedom;  but  it 
was  nut  so,  as  n  ill  be  ben-aftcr  seen. 

The  nc-M  olTeiisivc  weapon  which  was  used  by  the  besieiiera, 
was  that  of  a  petition  to  the  House  of  Commons,  which  Mas  prc- 
»i>nlcd  by  tbe  Kigbt  Honorable  Lord  John  Kussi-ll  in  the  month 
of  April  of  tliia  same  year.  Its  contents  roaybc  summed  up  in 
these  words:  Tbe  petitioners  complained  of  the  dectsiuo  of 
the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  in  which  they  had  set  up  the 
iitiiirpalion  of  the  last  seventy  years  agsuut  ibc  original  rights 
^TiUttcd  by  the  OiBrlers.  They  stated  how  they  tuid  acnl 
mcinoriaifl  to  the  Bishops  uf  Chichester  and  Lincolti,  from  the 
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latter  at  whom  they  had  received  the  following  very  unnatis- 
lactorj'  reply ;      "  I"    answer   to   tUt-   memorial,  from   wvcral 

Sentlrnirn  of  Rvf,  the  only  reply  I  ran  make  to  it  ia  to  con- 
rm  (lu-ir  own  ohser\'itliii)s  in  it,  a»  far  a*  Mr.  Dodsoti  is  con- 
cerned, which  is  that  that  gentleman  is  properly  and  bccomia|^ly 
returned  to  hitt  Hock  id  Lincolnshire,  where  he  geoeraUy  resides. 
Signed,  G.  Liocoln." 

They  snid  they  hsd  slnnyit  considered  Magna  Chnrta  as  one 
of  the  chief  biihvarks  of  thi'  liberties  of  England,  the  value  and 
stability  of  which  were  increased  by  its  antiquity  ;  but  thui, 
whatever  stability  was  given  to  (his  Charter  by  its  antitjuicy, 
must  be  Atven,  in  a  much  greater  degree,  to  (he  Charters  of  the 
Cinque  Ports,  whose  date  is  antecedent  by  some  ccoturies  to 
chat  of  Md^^iia  Charia. 

They  conclude  ivith  a  i"ccital  of  mftny  of  the  privilege*  prnntcd 
by  their  Charters,  and  pray  the  House  to  rvuistatc  them  iu 
toe  enjoymenl  of  (he  nt>htH,  which  were  thus  giinrantoeil  to 
them  by  so  ninny  succesaive  kings,  from  Edward  the  Confessor 
down  to  Charles  II. 

This,  like  the  other  proceedings,  produced  no  immediate 
effect ;  but  as  the  smallest  drops  of  wuter  continnally  fallin;^ 
will  wear  the  hardest  stone,  so  these  rcfieated  atlacka  eventually 
broke  down  alt  ihc  barriers  of"  the  corporation. 

'Hie  villain  of  tin;  town  now  wearing  a  ftlot'Uiy  as|>e€-l,  it 
becunic  neccssar>'  to  adopt  some  plan  lo  keep  idive  the  sjiirils 
of  tbotte  who  hud  emharketl  in  the  gMid  cau«e,  an<l  for  this 
|iuqM»c  a  (KtUtical  body  was  formed  under  the  title  of  the 
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It  consisted,  at  its  foundation,  of  lOo  members,  who  met  on 
the  evening  of  the  finrt  Friday  in  every  monih,  when  iliey 
dtBcuxsed  the  ]K)liticaI  ntfairs  of  the  town,  proposed  and  debated 
aiich  mea^um  »»  were  likely  to  promote  the  object  they  had 
in  view,  and  thus  enrniiragcd  each  other  Iw  perscnen'  in  (he 
conrM:  they  hnil  cntcrcil  npon. 

Tliia  auaciation  proved  of  grrnt  importance;  the  members 
became  united  in  closer  bonds  of  unanimity  ;  each  tniin  now 
fell  that  be  luid  fairly  put  his  hand  to  the  plough,  and  was 
hcnrrforth  nHhamed  to'  look  l»ek.  Nor  was  it  fiually  dissolved 
until  its  work  was  accomplixbcd. 

Tliis  usRociiition  wiis  formed  in  May,  and  in  June  there  vum 
a  fiiirnrral  elei-lion.  when,  on  the  ninth  of  this  liuit  month,  that 
for  the  town  of  Rye  Ktok.  pliire.  On  this  occasion  the  coq>o- 
mtion   candidates  were  liichard  Arkwrigbt,  jut*.,  and   Henry 
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Bonhnm,  Ksqs., ;  while  those  of  the  inhnhitnnt  hntiaeholden 
were  Benjamin  Smith  and  Sianc«  Brocket  CharahcrlajTie  {oow 
Staoes  Brocket  Brockol),  »qs.  The  Tormer  gentlemnn  is  the 
present  mcinbei'  far  Norwich,  which  city  was  represented  for 
8e\'eral  M'ssioas  hy  his  tale  excellent  father  (Witliiim  Smith, 
Esfj.)  He,  at  an  early  period,  showed  himself  a  sincere  friend 
to  the  cause  in  uhich  the  men  of  Kye  were  engaged,  and,  at 
a  later  time,  Rovc,  as  wc  shall  sce^  a  substantial  proof  of  the 
sume.  Mr.  ChamberUiTne  was  an  inhahiiaiil  of  ihe  town,  and 
was  one  of  the  first  to  ftssisl  the  cflbrt*  of  hia  neighbours,  both 
in  iMcket  and  person.  Messrs.  Arkwright  and  Uonham 
polled  the  \-ote8  of  thirteen  freemen  ;  and  Messrs.  Smith  and 
Chaniberlayne  ])olled  the  votes  of  sixty-four,  who  claimed  the 
right  of  voting  on  the  following  grounds ; 


Ficemca  o(  Ihc  corjiorallan     ....... 

M«i>  burn  III  III*  (tiwti.  pnjiiig  thi-lr  i-otil  aiul  liHiifliif;  Uwlr  IM 
tivn  IHit  botn  In  Ihc  ttiwn,  biiT  li.iiiiii;  Tv*id<\l  In  It  noR  Umu  a 
}*ir  ■nil  s  UajjUid  ItiiTiiiiii'ald  Uidr  Kui nudbatnolbvlrhil 
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The  mayor  rcttimed  Messrs.  Arkwrif^ht  and  Bonham,  rejeet- 
inf;  all  the  rotes  tendered  for  Messrs.  Smith  and  Chainberhtyae, 
with  the  exception  of  those  of  the  two  Ireemen  of  the  corpo- 
ration. 

After  much  cotiaidcration  and  many  consultations  with  emi- 
nent counsel  in  Loudon,  the  town  candidates,  not  (hiuking 
there  were  sufhcient  grounds  to  go  before  a  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  forbore  to  present  any  petition  against 
the  return,  niid  thus  the  curpuration  was  a^^ain  left  to  luxuriate 
in  ihc  plenitude  of  its  power.  The  fruit  waa  nut  yet  mnturc; 
but  it  was  fast  ripening. 

The  close  of  this  year  was  marked  by  the  establisbmcnt  of 
a  little  local  ncwspuper,  called  the  *Rye  Oozetle*  In  it  were 
published  extraeU  from  the  eorporation  records,  the  ancient 
Chiirters  and  the  Customal ;  all  tending;  to  show  more  fullv  to, 
uikI  to  engrave  more  deeply  ou  the  nijnds  of,  the  men  of  ilyc, 
the  justice  of  the  cmtse  in  which  lliey  had  eml>urkvd. 

In  Ihe  month  of  March,  I8?7,  the  inhabitant  householders, 
oiigaged  to  conflict  with  the  coriwratinn,  prest-uted  an  addfvsa 
to  the  king  oa  Ihe  occasion  of  a  change  of  ministiy,  which 
seemed  to  forebode,  as  tlicy  thought,  tlu>  ndoption  of  a  mora 
liberal  imlicy,  inasmuch  as  Mr.  Cauiung  was  placed  at  (he 
head  of  it. 

In  April,  of  the  same  year,  another  iwtitiou  n*aa  prvtcDted 
to  pwlinmenl,  Relting  forth  the  grievances  of  the  men  of  Rye, 
showing  how  their  privileges  had  bcea  usurped,  and  humoly 
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praying  Uicto  to  appoint  a  cnmmittcp  to  invcatie;aie  their  claims 
and  (hoHC  of  other  boroii|?hs  similarly  situntod,  not  doubting 
that,  on  such  invcstigatiuu,  their  claims  would  lie  found  j»i8(^ 
itnd  [hey  would  reinstate  the  i>vtiliori«r8  in  the  full  oiijoyttipnt 
of  the  rights  nnd  privileges  giranted  sad  confirmed  by  the 
Charters  of  their  kings. 

'I'o  show  to  what  a  low  ebb  the  hopes  of  the  reformers  were 
at  tbiR  time  reduced,  it  is  only  necessary  to  state  that  this  was 
the  sole  petition  presented  during  this  scBsion  at  all  touching 
on  ihemibjcot  of  parliamentary  reform;  thni  Lord  John  Kussell, 
the  ackoDwIcd^d  leader  of  this  f^at  measure  in  the  (louse  uf 
Commons,  eonsidcred  the  apathy  of  inenibers  ho  ^real  he 
deeUncd  presenting  it ;  and  the  parties  were  oblifjcd  to  seek 
le  other  advocstCj  whom  they  found  in  the  person  of  John 
Hobhouac,  Esq.,  the  member  for  Weslminsler.  He  pre- 
sented it,  made  some  few  remarks  on  It,  and  it  was  then  cast 
aside,  tu  add  one  niece  more  to  the  bundle  of  waste  pajjer  under 
the  Iid>Ie  iif  the  Houm^  of  Cniitmon s. 

In  ihi-K  same  year  a  memorial  was  prefwnted  to  the  Lord 
Warden,  praying  him  to  interfere  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
iiihabiiauts  of  (nc  Cinque  Ports  and  ancient  towns;  but  this 
met  with  no  sucecMi  from  the  noble  duke,  who  was  then  and 
is  now  in  the  posiiotston  of  that  hifch  oiTtee.  and  which  was 
originally  creittcd  that  the  holder  of  it  might  lead  them  on  in 
times  ol'  danger,  anil,  in  return,  protect  the  privileges  for  the 
aoke  of  which  their  services  were  performed. 

Id  1S2^  the  besiegers  again  made  an  a»sttult  on  the  old 
citadel  of  the  corporation,  the  nature  of  which  we  must  now 
explain.  By  a  decree  pa^srd  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  three 
dinerent  classes  of  claimants  to  the  privileges  of  the  Port  of 
Rye  were  recognized,  and  thcv  were  these: 

The  sons  of  freemen,  bom  after  their  fathers  were  made  free, 
who  were  admitted  without  any  fine,  by  virtue  of  their  fathers' 
copies  of  admission.  . 

Men  born  in  the  town,  paying  scot  and  bearing  their  lot,  were     f 
admitted  on  a  tine  of'iUi. 

Men  not  bom  in  the  town,  but  having  resided  there  a  year 
and  a  day,  and  having  paid  iJicir  scot  and  borne  their  lot,  were  / 
admitted  on  a  fine  of  40i. 

The  right  of  men  bom  in  the  town  had  already  been  tried  imd 
fuled.  ft  was  now  resolved  to  try  that  uf  isU  the  sons  of  free- 
men bom  after  their  fathers  were  made  tree.  According  lo  the 
interpretation  of  (he  coqioralc  br>dy,lhis  right  was  conferred  on 
ihc  eldest  son  alone,  who  was  bom  nfler  Ms  father's  udmi)ision. 
In  addition  lo  Messrs.  Merjon  and  rros»er,who  had  joined  the 
morement  party  from  the  bcjpnning,  the  men  of  Uye  had  now 
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enlistcd  in  their  cniise  Mr.  Jnmes  Ilarry,  vho,  like  thf  two 
former,  enjoywl  hU  freedom  by  birtlirifrht.  Mr.  Biirry  had  four 
goiis,  viz.  John,  (iporpr,  Krwlcrick,  sinf\  Thomiui,  all  born  alter 
be  had  taken  up  his  frw'^lom  ;  htit  only  one  of  whom  (John,  the 
eldest)  hftd  been  allowed  to  take  up  his.  This  latter  one  was 
uonr  dead,  and  il  was  determined  to  try  the  right  of  the  remain- 
ing three.  In  hearing  the  expense  of  this  trial  it  was  tlint  Mr. 
Benjamin  Smith  gtivc  that  snbstnTilial  proof  (as  we  have  l>cfoi 
&a\\l^  of  bis  desire  to  a&sist  in  the  emancipation  of  the  towD 

In  the  month  of  February  an  application  was  made  to  the 
Court  of  King's  Bench  for  ■  rule  niai,  which  was  granterl,  and 
afterwards  made  absolute;  when  tbe  case  was  set  down  for 
hearing,  which  took  place  on  July  4th,  1828.  The  general 
BTounds  oil  which  the  platntifls  principully  rrlicd  were  these  c 
tJiat  a//  sona  of  freemen  born  after  ihcir  fathers'  admission  were 
free,  and  not  the  eldeat  only.  The  strongest  psi'ticular  e\idence 
arose  from  this  entry  in  the  cor|>oralioii  records  j  "  Aug.  iJNth, 
lU  Eliz.  Robert  Bennett,  John  Bennett,  made  froc  by  virtue  of 
their  father's  copie,  according  to  custom." 

Here  were  two  men  of  the  same  name  admitted  by  birtli- 
right,  by  their  father**  copie,  and  nol  ^oplrs,  being  stnmg  prc- 
Rumptive  proof  that  they  were  brothers,  and  aiimittcd  by  the 
same  copie,  viz.  tlmt  of  ihrir  fiither. 

'ITiere  were  also  several  freemen  of  ihe  name  of  Swayne  ad-^^ 
mittcd  by  birthright,   no  Iciut   than   three   within   four   yeari|^| 
lending  to  the  inference  that  some  of  these  must  ha%'c  beei?™ 
brothers,  and  thug  i;.ttub)i:<hed  the  claim  which  Wd*  mnde  by  the 
Rnrrys  j  while  in  two  following  years  were  admitted  two  met) 
by  the  name  of  March,  being  born  free,  and  who,  it  wt«  sup- 
posed, might  also  he  hroihrrs. 

After  a  long  examination  of  Mr.  ThomaB  Procter,  the  town 
clerk,  who  produced  the  books  of  the  corporation,  Lord 
Tenterden,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Court  of  King'R  Bench, 
addressed  the  jury  in  these  words :  "Gentlemen  of  the  jury, 
the  party  is  bound  to  ])rove  the  nftirmBlive  of  stich  an  i-tsne  as 
this,  and  he  cannot  get  one  instance  free  from  doubt,  and  you 
must  Hnd  ai^ainsl  the  ixsiie.  It  is  not  proved  that  there  has 
been  this  custom  irom  time  immcmorinl.'' 

The  jiU7  accordingly  found  for  the  defendants,  that  there  is 
no  sueh  custom  as  elated,  and  thus  the  plaintids,  and,  throu^ 
ihcm,  the  men  of  Kye,  were  again  defeated. 

In  the  summer  of  this  year  a  memoriitt  or  petition  - 

ecntcd  by  Messrs.  Mcryon,  ProBser,  and  Bairy  to  the  i- 

hood  axsemhled  at  ISew  Romney,  the  eoiueiits  of  which  hn^-ing 
been  given  at  length  under  the  chapter  on  the  Customal,  it  is 
not  necessary  to  repeat  them  here. 
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Theiie  were  all  the  proceeding*  of  the  year  182S.  U  will  be 
iu  ihr  recollection  of  our  readers,  that  when  the  iuhaliitant 
house )ioU)er»  of  life  first  went  to  tlie  cniiri-Iull  to  demand  llteir 
rrrcclutn,  Xuthnniel  I'roctcr,  Kstj.,  was  niavor,  imd  none.  In  I  K2\l, 
hr  WHS  afiain  elected  to  that  high  otlicc.  I(  was  in  conse<|U<Mi<.-t' 
of  this,  and  from  the  knowledge  that  he  had  once  expressed  an 
opinion  an  to  the  pmpriety  of  increasing  the  ntimbcr  of  freemen, 
that  n  letter  wne  Addressed  to  him,  reqiiestinp;  hina  to  enll  an 
wsctnbly,  for  the  purpose  of  con»idcrii)g  ihc  ijropridv  of  ad- 
miltin^  niurc  freemen.  This  waa  dated  October  '2<llh.  IK'JS, 
and  on  the  same  day  the  mayor  returned  the  following 
answer : 

"  Cienttemcn, — I  have  thought  it  right  to  submit  to  the  gen- 
tlemen 1  c-alled  to  my  assistance  when  I  was  elected  to  the 
ofRce  of  mayor  of  this  ancient  town,  the  rc[|uiutton  you  hnvc 
presenied  to  me,  and  we  beinj;  ununinioiisly  of  opinion  that  in 
assembly  should  not  be  called  for  the  piirpo&c,  and  under  the 
ctrcumHtaiices  therein  uieiiiioucd,  I  thiiUc  it  uiy  duty  to  decline 
calling  Mich  assembly. 

**  I  am,  UcntletDea,  your  most  humble  sen-ant, 

"  NaTM.  pROCTEtt," 
Altboit|;h  we  preHiimc  that  Mr.  Procter,  as  mayor,  had  the 
power  of  railing  an  assembly,  and  yet  declined  on  coniiultntton 
with  hill  jiinits,  for  thrfe  are  the  geiiilcmeii  nllmlcd  to  in  his 
letter,  to  do  so,  still  we  must  do  him  the  credit  to  sav,  we  l)e- 
Uevc  that,  eoidd  he  have  bc«n  lefl  to  the  unbiassed  d)cUtt«s  of 
his  own  feeling*!,  he  would  have  complied  with  the  wishes  of  hh 
tcllow-townsmen.  IK-  eerltiinly  nvnipieJ  the  throne;  hut,  as  is 
often  the  case,  there  was  a  power  behind  the  throne  greater  than 
tlint  on  the  throne. 

Repnlscd  and  defeated  in  all  directions,  the  men  of  Rye 
might  well  have  abandoned  all  hope  ;  hut  their  motto  was  "Nil 
dcspcrandum,''  end  they  hoped  agiUDSt  hope.  They  cheered 
each  other  with  the  fret|uent  repetition  of  these  memorable 
words  of  the  old  Romans,  "  Ciulhiigo  detrndn  an/'  which, 
applied  to  their  case,  were  interpreter!  to  mean  "  the  corpora- 
lion  must  he  de^stroyed,"  and  it  wus  destroyed. 

To  enable  our  readers  to  understand  tlic  next  letter  we  are 
about  to  insert,  we  mu»l  mention  that,  in  the  parliamentary 
session  of  (his  tca'  It^'^-'i  ■»  consctiucnce  of  tbe  ftfebolders  of 
the  eountv  of  Clare,  in  Ireland,  hnvinp  elected  Mr.  O'Connell 
as  their  reiircHentativc,  who  had  taken  his  scat  iu  imrliament  in 
spite  of  all  the  i>|i|K)«icion  offered  to  him  by  the  (iovcrnment, 
and  in  the  face  uf  all  ihc  pemd  enactmcnls  still  in  existence 
affainsi  the  Cnlholics,  of  which  Ijody  he  was  the  avowed  cham- 
pion) and  from  the  great  excitement  prevalent  throughout 'that 


country,  Sir  Robert  Feel  and  the  Dtikc  of  Wellington  were 
compeUed  to  brinj;;  into  and  carry  through  parliament  n  bill  for 
tbe  cmmicipatioii  of  the  Catholics-  On  the  first  mtr<7(liiciion  of 
thin  incaMiirL'  into  the  Hou4i?  of  ComnioiiB,  Lord  John  Uiii%)^rll 
hIso  compelled  the  ministry  to  repeal  the  Test  and  Coq)urution 
Acts. 

All  these  thin)^  partook  of  a  liberal  character,  and  seemed  (o 
announce  the  commencement  of  a  new  cm,  the  hare  thought  of 
which  iofuscd  new  life  into  the  drooping  spirits  of  the  reformer* 
of  all  classes  and  of  all  places,  and  of  none  more  than  of  thoac 
of  the  town  of  Iljc. 

Acting  on  this  fresh  impulse,  the  men  of  Rye  proposed  a  new 
plan  of  operations,  which  was  to  call  upon  all  ihoCinf|ur  E*or1», 
in  conjunction  with  Rye,  to  »cnd  simnltaneousty  netitions  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  when  it  should  next  aKsemble,  all  cnn- 
Utiiiini;  this  one  prayer,  that  the  IIou§e  wmdd  appoiot  a  com- 
mittee to  investigate  their  claims,  and  if,  on  inquiry.  Ihey  found 
them  juat,  to  resinr*  to  them  all  those  ancient  liberties  which 
had  been  so  unfairly  usurped  and  fdchcd  from  ihem.  Lonl 
John  Russell  was  consulted  on  this  plan,  and  requested  to  pre- 
Mcnt  the  pclilioDs  when  prejtarcd.  His  lonUliip,  in  reuty> 
tiaving  stated  that  he  thought  these  coidd  only  be  received  as 
election  petitions,  be  van  crroncoitsiy  suppOMd  to  have  de- 
clined nttogi-thrr  the  prew-iiljition  of  them,  and  hence  arose  tlie 
supposed  necessity  for  the  fullowiiii;  Utter  : 

"  My  l^rd,— Although  your  reply  to  our  former  letter  was  not 
such  a»  to  hold  out  much  vncouru^mcnt  to  us  to  address  you 
again  nn  the  same  aubjectr  and  altnough  we  may  l>e  nccused  of 
pcrtinnctly  (perhaps  of  rudeness)  in  aj>aiii  intruding  oiu^tclvcson 
your  notice,  still  such  has  been  the  rapid  progrens  of  events 
since  the  date  of  our  tnst  letter,  that  wc  can  hut  com^idcr  the 
time  in  nearer  at  baud  than  many  imajrine,  when  ve  may  hope 
to  sec  the  cause  of  parliamenlar\'  reform  triumph. 

"The  Catholic  question  (tbat^ugbenr  of  the  nation,  that  great 
stumbling- block  which  was  continually  cast  in  the  way  of  all 
reform)  is  now  happily  removed  for  ever,  and  the  field  is  open. 
"Your  name,  my  lord,  has  for  so  many  years  been  associated  in 
our  minds  with  the  cause  of  parUamciitary  reform,  so  many 
times  have  you  stood  forth  as  its  udvocate,  so  thoroughly  have 
you  show  n  yourself  to  be  the  master  of  the  subject,  such  is  ihe 
weight  and  influence  of  your  character,  that  no  lect  convinced 
no  man  is  so  well  calculated  to  complete  this  (treat  work  which 
you  have  so  often  taken  in  band.  Rely  on  itj  my  lord,  thin 
great  event  is  near  at  hand.  You  Imve  sown  the  seed — let  not 
another  reap  the  harvest. 

*'  But  to  come  to  the  point :  our  present  object  is  to  ret 
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your  tonlship  to  present  the  accompniiiriDf;  petition  to  the 
House  of  Commons,  and  to  ask  you  whether,  in  the  event  of  all 
Ihi-  Cintgue  Vtm^  pettiiuiiint;  fur  a  restoration  of  their  rights, 
you  (t'ould  be  willuig  to  m^ike  a  moliou  in  another  session  (if 
not  in  this)  to  tlic  i:rTcct  ihiit  a  comniiltee  should  be  npitoiiitcd 
to  c\amiuc  all  the  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Porta,  as  icell  a»  thoM 
of  other  boroughs  similarly  wtuaicd,  with  n  view,  to  restore  the 
inhabitantB  of  all  such  bomuirhs  to  the  enjoynieut  of  the  privi- 
tciges  grantcil  hy  the  sold  CbitrKr*-  Wc  arc  thun  urj^iu,  my 
loH,  fur  two  realms :  we  are  anxious  thnt  you  should  oam])Iete 
the  work  which  you  bo^n  some  years  xiijcc;  and  wf  arc  con- 
vinced that  the  present  time  in  favorable  to  the  cause.  Our 
claim  is  wry  much  strengthened  by  the  disfrniii'liiiteiiiciit  of  the 
Iriiih  forty  shilling  freeholders.  They  arc  disfninchiN^d  fixini 
^ibcinp  below  ii  certain  gnide.  If  all  belour  a  certain  grade  arc 
mvrd  of  the  franchise,  all  above  it  should  be  entitled  to  enjoy 
it.  It  U  said  that  no  one  for  the  future  is  to  he  admitted  to  the 
fiftedora  of  boroughs  (in  Ireland,  Vfc  presume)  unlc-w  by  the 
payment  often  pounds  for  a  stamp.  Now  if  all  tvho  are  either 
unwillinj?  or  unable  to  pay  tbia  sum  are  to  be  debarred  from  the 
CDJoytneul  of  their  frcedoin,  justive  clearly  jioints  out,  that  all 
who  are  willing  and  able  to  pay  this  sum  should  be  dcebired 
sdmissihle,  provided  they  jiossesa  thu  necessary  qunliticutions, 
such  as  iMTing  residenis  and  householdera,  pay!n<;  laves,  ike. 
This  beiu)(  granted,  sucli  refurin  takes  place  as  is  desirable ;  and 
surely  such  cannot  be  very  difficult  to  obtain. 

"  j\gaiii :  to  whom  can  the  Duke  now  look  for  his  chief  sup- 
port but  to  theWhigH?  And  have  not  the  Whigs  sufTieieiit 
virtue  and  public  npirit  to  stipulate  for  reform  in  some  shape 
before  they  t«ke  office  /  Already  report  says  tliat  Loni  Grey 
is  to  take  office,  and  han  not  hie  lordship  pledged  himself  to 
parliamentary  reform  /  With  nil  these  circuraslances  in  our 
favour,  surely  wc  have  good  grounds  for  hope? 

*  Nm('«  111*  limr  iuhI  new'i  llm  liuur !' 

"The  siuls  are  unfurled,  and  the  windnmt  tide  are  walking  the 
vessel  towards  the  haven  where  she  would  be;  eventually  there 
abe  will  arrive,  though  her  nrrival  may  be  hastened  or  retarded 
according  as  the  pilot  is  more  or  less  skilful.  Let  us  beseech 
you,  my  lord,  to  take  the  lielro. 

"  Wc  are>  my  Lord, 
^  «  Your  Lordship's  obedient  humble  ser\'ants, 

^m  "  laUABiTAJira  of  Kvb." 

[      In  point  of  time,  this  letter  »liould  take  jtreeedenceof  that  to 
the  mayor ;  but  as  it  is  more  immediately  connected  with  the 
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c^xnl*  we  now  have  to  record  in  our  namttve,  wc  have  thought 
it  prcfenlile  lo  insert  it  here.  It  was  writteti  during  t)ie  silting 
t>r|nirlmment  in  the  sprmjjof  lH'J9,Rtnnt  tiinciifVcrVilic'pasBing 
of  the  Ciithiilic  Emanripation  Act.  It  ap))ears.  by  its  cnntt'iils, 
thiit  M  jM^iition  was  tliirn  prcM-nt<sl  tii  the  Iluii:>c  of  Cooimoas 
by  Ills  lordsliip,  1mm  the  town  nf  Kyc  aloiK.  With  respect  to 
the  petitions  .pi-opost-d  to  he  prc«(.-iitr<l  in  the  ensuing  session, 
from  all  llir  Cinque  Forts  and  tno  ancient  towns  in  conjunction 
with  each  other,  this  plan  was  never  carried  into  effect,  for  early 
in  the  yeiir  IH;tiJ,  very  soon  after  the  meeting  of  mrlianu-iit, 
fresh  circtimstaneiis  aroM,  new  (.wncA  broke  on  the  vision  of  the 
men  of  Itye,  uiid  a  brif;hter  day  datvned  upon  them,  by  the 
light  of  which  they  i^vemually  inarcht?d  on  to  glory. 

In  the  month  of  Fcbnwry,  lti30,  died  lli-nry  RunhAin,  Esq., 
one  nf  the  members  of  the  town  of  Kye.  A  new  writ  vm  i<»uea, 
and  the  election  fixed  for  March  lat.  The  men  of  Rye  liiilc 
thntight  nf  ntlering  an  opimailiun  tu  any  candidate  nliom  the 
cor])orali<in  might  bring  I'lmvitrtl^  uhen  laic  in  the  preceding 
evening  C'oloncl  Dc  Lacy  Eviuta  drove  into  the  town,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  Snmm'l  Miller,  who  hnd  been  the  chief  political 
adviser  of  the  inhubilunts,  since  the  dcaib  of  Mr.  Wbittun, 
which  took  place  in  IH'iti.  This  tatter  gentleman  inlmduced 
Uie  colonel  to  the  anti-corporate  party,  stating  that  were  they 
willing  to  give  him  their  votes  on  the  following  day,  he  would 
otler  liiiiiH<-lf  iu»  a  candidate,  and  if,  on  further  iuvcstigaiiott,  he 
should  6W  a  reasonable  chance  uf  auccess,  he  would  ]ictition 
against  the  return,  and  bring  tlie  petition  before  a  coRiuiiltco  of 
tile  House  of  Commons.  Too  bapiiy  to  meet  with  so  liberal  an 
offer,  the  men  of  Rye  accompanieil  Colonel  Evans,  at  un  coriy 
hour  on  the  1st  of  March,  to  the  court-hidl.  The  candidate  on 
the  corporation  side  was  Philip  Puiti-y,  Esq.,  for  whom  fourteen 
corporate  fn-craei]  voted ;  while  Colonel  I'.vans  was  supported  by 
the  votes  of  three  corporate  freemen,  by  those  of  three  sons  of 
a  freeman,  and  by  an  overwhelming  minority  of  others,  claiming 
a*  having  been  bom  in  the  town,  or  having  resided  tlicrc  a  year 
and  a  day,  and  having  paid  their  scot  and  lot.  Tliesc  three  last 
sels  of  olnimaiila  each  gave  into  the  mayor  s  written  notice  of 
the  grounds  on  which  they  claimed  to  vote;  but  all  the  voieSi 
except  thoRC  of  the  Ihrec  admiticd  freemen,  were  rejected  by 
the  mayor,  and  consequently  Mr.  Pusey  was  relurued  by  btm. 

Colonel  Evans  lost  no  lime  in  petitiuningagnintit  this  return, 
and  was  thus  enabled  to  get  the  S|>eul<er8  warrant  to  inancct 
all  the  rerordBand  documents  of  the  corporation.  Armed  with 
thin  |H)w(tr,  he  soon  returned  to  Rye  wiih  Mr.  Miller,  and  hi* 
friend,  TImmas  Kdwards,  F^q..  i.ljv  With  the  aid  of  these 
grnllriiien  the  records  were  thoroughly  silted  and  eitaniinedt 
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tiie  reatih  of  which  invwtigiition  w«»  tlu-  ilctcrminatton  to  cnrry 
thr  titiirslion  beforL-  u  rommtltcc  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
Aci-(inliiig!y  »  coniiiiittee  wits  struck  on  April  26tb,  consisting 
of  the  folluning  mctnlicrs,  vIk.  : 

Adniul,  Sir  Th(inui>  Dftto,  Uaf*..  Ui-voniblrv. 
Utnmituit,  'I'ljuuiiu,  Ein.,  K*h>i. 
IWIi,  l.mli.  W.,  Ivoq.,  Ku><«r. 


l>o«nl?,  K.,  Km..  Inwikeiltiintr' 

Vvl«r,  1 .,  Rni.,  Cowatrj. 

Iloiluii,  U'llmol,  ^..  Nt!W«w(l«,  ijtaPun). 


KmK.  Hon.  11..  Slii^n. 
Markinnon.  ('.,  E-q.,  l|Mwioh. 
Pnlainnlon,  Lat<I.  LnnnluliJjpr  l.'nlifnlt}', 

U'nllowl,  ,  Ein.,  Sii.lhurv. 

WillUoi-,  Tbvniflc  ("i-i^ni,  t><^.,  Mn'lo*. 
Ibn  Ctmiiniiin  wai  Wilniut  lluitni),  Krq. 

On  April  27ih  they  met.  On  May  l4ili  thc*y  cnme  to  the 
foUowmg  resolutioD :  "  That  all  men  born  in  the  town  of  Rye, 
beinf;  householders  And  residents,  paying  scot  and  lot,  are  free, 
and  entitled  to  vote  for  representatives  in  parluuncnt  for  the 
Buid  town." 

On  May  15th  ihcy  resolved  :  "  lliat  all  men  resident  in  the 
town  Iff  Kyc,  bein^;  housdiolders,  paying  scot  and  lot,  are  free. 

"  'I1iat  Colonel  Evans  hud  a  niujority  of  votes,  and  should 
have  been  returned." 

In  conse(iii<>nc*c  of  these  resolutions,  Mr.  Pusey  was  unseated, 
and  Colonel  De  Lacey  Evans  took  )us  place  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Mniiday,  -May  17. 

The  right  to  ihc  wjit  upon  ihi«  ocea-iion  was  nrgiicd  upon 
the  construction  put  on  the  word  "  freemen"  in  the  deei^iou  of 
l7Wi,  the c'orponition  contending  ll  only  meant  Kuch  j>ersun8  as 
vcrc  admitted  "freemen"  by  that  body,  while  the  opposite 
pojty  maintiiincd  that  "  frccracn"  meant  "  freemen  oi'  the 
Cinniic  Ports"  generally,  and  of  course  included  oil  the  resident 
inhabitant  householders,  paying  acol  and  lot,  who  hnd  been  in 
the  town  for  a  year  and  a  day;  and  this,  ae  wc  have  seen,  was 
the  opinion  of  the  committte. 

The  first  fruits  of  this  victory  were  gathered  in  the  insertion 
of  eeruin  clntiscs  in  a  bill  then  passing  through  parliament  fur 
the  mainigeioent  of  the  harbour  of  H-ye^  by  which  the  coiitrok 
was  invested  chiefly  in  the  inhabitanla  of  the  town.  The  act 
was  to  be  adiuiuisiered  by  4U  commivtioncrsj  as  under,  viz. 

Tbv  nMjnt  anj  Jiimta  •  -  19 

IiAabititnt  liiiiuetiulilen  rated  ml  lOf.  a  t*U  la  Otr  |H»r,  Id  be  deolMl 

hr  Ihc  raiv-|Mi]ri:ra  «t  Utft       •  -  •       •  II 

Mlpintiwo  iKi—iilng  a>  loiu  or  OfwanU  ol  ■hl|>|ilaRi  M  te  tbcled 

bj  nil  xluti-oianifn  htitns  10  Uim  ar  oMr*  •  •  -  1 1 

LtKinwn***       •  -  •  •  •  -  •  li 
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Flushed  with  the  tiiuin|>h.  and  anxious  to  testifj-  tlwic  grali- 
iiide  to  the  man  who  hn<I  thus  nobly  iuhI  sucot.-<>yfullY  TiMiftbt 
Ihi'ir  battle,  the  toen  of  Kye  decided  oii  givini;  Cnltinel  Kvant 
a  public  <ItniK-r,  vibtch  took  uluc«  on   June   I6tb,  In   a   laise 
bcwth  erected  for  the  purpose  in  the  Pole  Manih.  Mr.  BenJAtnin 
Smith  nan  nt  thiK  time  in  Anirrim;  but  he  vviu  not  fni^irilteti, 
his  brother  being  innted  to  represent  bitn  on  this  great  d;iy  of 
rejuteing.     Some  time  before  ihr  dinner  hnitr  a  Large  ca\'aleadc 
uf  carnage!!   and   honemen    went  about   three  miles   on  the 
Lun<lun  n3»d,  to  the  s|Htt  where  ihc  parishes  of  Itvc  and  Pca»- 
manli  join,  to  meet  the  colonel,  and  then  escorted  him  to  Kve. 
On  the  top  of  the  hill,  at  th«  place  where  a  stone  marks  the 
boundary  of  the  coqwmtion.  the  caviilcadc  hatted,  Trhen  a  short 
apcoch  vfts  tneidc,  confrratulating  the  colonel  on  hi$  entry  into 
the  Iwrou^h  of  which  lie  was  the  fin«t  real  reprcsentalivt!  \i  had 
rettinifd  tor  many  generations.     At  this  spot  bad  euiigrcgnted 
an  immense  multitude  of  pedestrians,  so  that  from  the  ^ntiimit 
of  the  hill  tu  its  foot  tliey  were  closely  aud  Hnaly  ned;^  to-j 
gether.     The  procession   now  moved  on  at  a  very  slow 
until  it  came  to  Land-giite.  where  h  triumphal  arch  was  erpcied  ' 
over  the  nMid,  on  the  tr>|i  of  nhich,  in  a  ^inidl  Hlnive,  formed  of 
evtrp-et'iis,  stotxl  a  vonng  girl,  prettily  drciutcd,  who  presented'! 
a  iihort  written  address   to  the  memDer,   which  hn^-ing  been' 
received,  the  great  mjus  moved  on  till  they  reached  the  (ieorge 
Hotel,  where  those  in  f^arriages  and  oo  borscbaek  dismounted, 
and  forming  one  long  procession,  with  drums  beating,  iruinpetA 
sounding,  colours   flying,   guns   tiring,  and   people    huzziurtg, 
marchedibrnughall  (he  pniicipal  streets  of  ibt  town,  llic  houses 
of  nhich  were  ornamented  ivitb  evergreens,  flags,  and  various 
devices,  down  to  the  Pole  Mur&h,  m  here  about  ~J<JO  »at  down  to 
dinner,  to  celebrate  the  triumph  of  the  men  of  Rye. 

On  July  the  16tli  a  iKtilinn  was  presented  by  the  eor])orvi!on 
aguiiiHi  the  decision  of  the  etmuniltee  which  had  seated  Colonel 
Evnnti  in  ilie  lloiiju;  of  Common:) ;  but  lis  the  kiog,  Georgv  IV., 
had  died  the  previous  2t)th  of  June,  a  dituoUiLion  fkcriirred, ' 
which  lint  «  KCiip  tu  the  hearing  of  the  petition,  and  also  at  the 
■auie  tmie  deprived  the  town  of  Hye  of  its  representative. 

'Vh\u  the  triumph  of  (he  men  of  Rye  vras  of  short  dumtion  { 
but  enough  had  iKcn  done  to  shake  the  old  walls  of  the  fortnaB, 
which  nov<-r  iiirain  recovered  their  former  strength. 

In  cunoeoucncc  of  the  dis&ohition,  a  fresh  election  was  held 
in  the  ninnth  of  August,  that  is,  on  ihe  '2A,  w  hen  the  corpora- 
tion cun<li<lat4-»  Mcrc  Hugh  Duncan  Baillic  and  Francis  ftubcrt 
Bonbani,  Rs<|h.,  while  those  uf  the  opposing  party  wcni 
Colonel  Kvann  and  Benjamin  Smith,  Esq.  The  former  polled 
the  votes  of  \'2  freemen,  and  the  latter  those  of  'i  freemen  und 
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of  more  ihiin  300  of  the  inhnbitAnt  hoiu«hol(lere  ;  but  nlthough 
tlienr  lint)  jilaced  Coloiu-I  Kvans  in  tlic  Houhc  of  C^tnmoti!;  id 
the  munilt  uf  Mily,  Ibc  mayor  now  rejected  thetn  atl,  and  re- 
litnu-d  Mt-H^n.  llitillic  luid  Koiiliam.  A^iputist  thU  rcliim 
tlic  olbcr  cjiiididaics  petitioned,  and  the  petition  was  heard 
befoTw  a  cumitiitttv  in  the  December  following,  when  tbcj 
decidul  that  Buillic  und  Ilonlinin  were  duly  elecicii,  thus  com- 
pletely stultifying  in  the  uutumn  all  that  bud  been  done  in  the 
spring. 

In  the  month  of  September,  bood  after  the  clcetion,  and 
before  the  dcriiuun  of  ibc  roiiimillcc  nas  known,  the  folloniii^ 
inereiorin)  was  presented  tn  hix  Grace  the  Duke  of  Wellington, 
Lord  Wurden  of  the  Cinque  I'urts.  This  was  nigned  by  the  !n- 
bftbitanls  of  HaAtingn,  Komncy,  llythc,  Kyr,  and  VViiicheUea, 
und  set  forth,  "'ITiat  mnny  liberties  nnd  privileges  were  granted 
to  the  meinorialisis  by  the  ancient  Charters  of  i  heir  kingn,  from 
the  time  of  lOduard  the  Confessor,  which  Charters  were  all 
cccoffiiizt-d,  Mt  furth,  und  embodied  in  thni  of  CiiurleH  II, 
bcarini»daie  liJHt),  'ITiat  in  those  Charters  it  is  clearly  shomi, 
that  all  these  liberties  and  privileges  vrerejfranted  to  every  oneof 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Cinque  I'oris  and  undent  towns,  who  were 
willing  l4i  beur  their  share  of  the  jiiiblic  burdens,  as  may  be 
Been  by  thL>  follnuing  extract,  viz. ;  '  That  all  the  members  of 
the  Cinque  Ports  nforcssitl,  suid  nil  thrir  lulvocanis  whatiwcvcr, 
that  are  Kitling  to  enjoy  ttie  Ubertieii  of  the  same,  Khali  con- 
iribute,'  &e. ;  and  that  this  was  done  for  the  express  mti^xMc  of 
inducing  person*  to  come  and  reside  in  the  Cinijue  Ports  and 
ancient  tuM*n»,  a«  further  appears  from  the  following  words: 
*  lltat  the  Cinque  I'oris  uiul  nucient  towns,  by  the  frequent 
recourse  and  increase  of  inhubitants.  mnybe  made  the  stronger, 
and  better  able  to  defend  themselves  luid  the  utighbuuring 
country." 

"  Tliat  among  other  privilegea  enjoyed  by  the  Cinque  Ports 
and  ancient  towns  is  that  of  Bcndmg  representatives  to  the 
House  of  Commons.  I  bat  in  ancient  times  tlu!)  privilege  was 
enjoyed  by  ail  those  inhabitants  who  boi^-  their  projwrtion  of 
the  gcnei^l  burdena,  an  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  ancient 
nrcnids,  aud  as  is  the  rose,  in  a  great  measure,  at  the  present 
time,  in  the  Portii  of  Dover  and  Sandwich,  and  also  in  SeafonI, 
I.  limb  of  Hastings,  That  this  privilege  has  been  unjually  and 
surreptitiously  taken  uwuy,  ns  may  be  elearly  shown  in  the  case 
of  Hye  :  and  your  incmorialists  doubt  not  that  impn>|»cr  means 
have  uIhu  b<-en  rt-Hiirtrd  to  by  ihose  who  have  eqiiidly  iiniirpcd 
tbi:  rigbtd  of  the  other  Ports,  although  no  sitnilar  proufe  have 
hitherto  come  lo  their  knowledge. 
"  Tliat  the  privilege  thus  usuqwd  la  still  withheld  yoiu-  grace 
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bis  Majesty  bad  fiT&ci<m»ly  acceikd.     But,  in  the  mean  time, 
tbe  minislets  had  become  so  uniiupular,  and  so  rif«  were  the 
rumours  that  the  kin^i;  troiild  not  W  well  received,  if  he  cDtorMtj 
the  citT  on  this  day.  lo  say  nothiogc^  tbe  apiirfheiided  rioCM 
and  tURiultuoiiii  jini(:ir«;^!iii;£S  roiiftt<|U(;iit  lliereoD,  Lhat  they  fcHl 
themselves  undur  ihe  uecessity  of  adviain^  his  Majesty  to  forej^  , 
bia  intended  vlait.     Having;  ihuA  acknowledged  their  owa  uo- 
populurity,  it  only  remained  for  ministers  to  n;i»i;;n,  vrbich  in  a 
icw  days  they  did,  and  Williiim,  huving  itent  for  liari  Grev,  this 
nublcmim  very  soon  formed  an  udtniuistration,  the  watcliword 
of  which  was  •'  Parhiinientary  Reform." 

A  dissolution  having  been  the  coiiscqucQCv  of  a  cban^  o( 
ministry,  a  new  election  was  fixed  for  the  boruugh  of  Rye,  on 
April  -.^t^th,  1831.  fiothColoni-1  Evans  imd  Mr.  .Smith  bod 
now  abandoned  tbe  town,  considering,  under  present  circum- 
stanccs,  the  cnsc  was  hopeless  ^^''^  t^*=  former  had  fcone  dowu  to 
Preston,  to  offer  his  aerviccs  to  the  oonstiiueiio*  of  ihat  place., 
Bill  some  few  ofthc  most  dclerniini-*!  luid  d^;^^>e^ate  of  the  me 
of  llye,  Ixang  rcsolvc<l  Ihat  the  Colonel  shouhl  be  their  nicmlx-r, 
went  all  the  way  to  Preston,  and  brought  hnn  to  Uye  in  suffi- 
cient time  to  have  him  noraiiialed  us  a  cundidktc  The  cor- 
poration candidate*  were  Philip  Pnsiey  and  Thomas  Pcmbcrton, 
kisris. ;  thoe  of  the  town,  Col.  Evans  and  Bctijamin  Smith, 
Eaq.  Tbe  arrival  of  tbe  colonel  caused  a  very  high  siiitc  of 
jivpular  excitement.  The  apprehension  of  disturbance  induced 
the  uiuf^islrates  to  tiend  for  a  small  dt-lachnient  of  the  Coaflti 
Uuard  to  come  to  MountJietd  House  on  the  momiuf;  of  the" 
election;  the  mayor  and  corporation  being  assembled  there. 
From  if^orance,  or  the  want  of  distinct  orders,  these  men  un- 
fortunately mnrebcd  up  to  die  front  of  the  court-hall,  where 
great  immhcnt  of  the  inhabitants  were  already  contc,  to  n&it 
for  the  arrival  of  the  mnyur  and  bis  uflicvrs,  to  commence  the 
election.  The  sight  of  the  Coast  Guard  was  the  signal  for  tbe 
wildest  uproar  and  confusion.  The  populace,  infuriated,  pre- 
pored  to  arm  themselves ;  and  it  was*  out  the  work  of  a  minute 
to  tear  down  the  iron  fence  which  iactoeed  llie  market-houKi 
each  palisnde  of  n  Inch  bveanic  a  pike  in  the  hands  of  the  man 
who  held  it.  Only  nine  mouths  had  ela|>sed  since  the  war  of 
tlie  barricudes  in  Paris,  and  the  puiple  begiui  to  puU  up  the 
pavemcut  at  the  cud  of  Market  street,  where  it  joins  lo  Ea«t 
Rtreet,  and  to  prejure  for  barricndiu]^  it,  wlien  tbe  mayor  and 
Ilia  party  mode  tbeir  appearance.  They  entered  the  market- 
houac,  and  commenced  the  business  there. 

Thia  election  bad  lo  be  conducted  on  n  plan  entirely  dif- 
tciviii  from  the  former  uiics.  The  votes  of  the  inhntiitant 
huuarholders  ncre   no  longer  teudentl,  and  iboae  of  the  cur-^ 
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"  Sire,— Wc,  jour  Majesty's  dutifiil  and  loyal  subjects,  beg 
lo  offer  you  our  sincere  and  hcartfiil  congniliilationn  on  your 
Majc»tj'8  acccasion  to  the  titrouc  of  your  anrcstors. 

*•  Under  the  mild  sway  of  l)ie  princcft  of  the  House  of 
firunsnick*  Ibis  country  hua  reiichctl  u  point  of  eminence  »«  re- 
gards the  flrt«,  iu  mauulRCtures,  and  its  commerce,  that  has 
Dcvcr  been  hitherto  surjMLssvd  by  any  oatJoo  on  the  globe,  and 
we  doubt  not  ihut,  under  the  h«(i|iy  influetice  of  your  Majesty, 
this  emiuiriieo  will  Ix*  maiiitiiiiic-d,  ifiiot  exceeded.  We  feci  the 
more  contideat  of  this  when  we  retlect,  thai  vft  have  in  the 
peraoii  of  your  Miijesty  h  jiiitriotio  Iting,  who  is  not  ignorant  wf 
our  wants,  and  nho,  consequently,  will  not  be  deaf  to  our 
praycra  and  winbes. 

"  Bein^  fully  impressed  with  this  feeling,  we  besUte  not  to 
lay  our  ^neviiii(-(r»  «t  the  foot  of  the  throne,  craving  the  inter- 
ference of  your  Majesty,  for  the  reHloralioii  of  those  rights, 
priviIcge-1,  and  libtrtiea  which  the  ancient  charters  of  our 
nionorchs  j^nuitcd  to  the  Cinque  Torts  and  uueient  (o^^n»,  and 
of  which  we  have  been  unjustly  deprived. 

"  From  the  insular  position  of  this  country,  wc  are  well  aware 
of  the  xahie  and  imiwrtnnce  of  the  navy ;  and  knowing  that 
your  Miijr«lY  is  thoroughly  acquainlcd  with  thin  brunch  of  the 
public  scr\'iotf,  it  would  be  prL-suuiptuoiia  in  u«  to  rail  your 
attention  to  it;  nor  would  we,  but  for  the  purpose  of  imiirc^iiifj 
on  your  Maji-sty^s  mind,  that  the  privileges  were  granted  to  the 
Cinque  Ports  and  ancient  towns  in  consequence  of  great  ser- 
vices done  by  tbeni  to  your  Majesty's  uredecesaors  in  ibeir 
shiupiu);;  and  wcbes  to  assure  your  Majesty,  that  the  Porta 
siiU  (tiipplv  many  vuluable  scumcn,  and  we  would  therefore 
humbly  submit,  that  it  is  desirable  the  privileges  of  the  Cinque 
Porta  and  aiieient  lown»  Bbunld  :*till  be  niuiulained;  and  (here- 
fore  we  once  more  humbly  entreat  your  M:ijeHty  lu  aftbrdus 
that  iiroteclion  which  we  crave  at  your  hamlH. 

"  From  your  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loving  subjects." 

tltia  address  prmliiced  no  imnK-d!»te  enWt ;  and  again  tlie 
hopes  of  the  men  of  Rye  were  frustrated.  Hut  the  crisis  waa 
now  fast  a)i|in>u('hiiig,  nnd,  if  l)u-ir  hUe  triumph  waK  short-lived, 
M  likewise  was  thatof  their  opponents;  with  this  advantage  ia 
&vi)ur  of  the  lornier,  that,  when  tbey  rose  agaiQ,  they  rose  once 
and  for  ever,  utiilc,  when  the  latter  again  fell, 

~  •'  Tliej  (dl, 

Uh«  Luclfar,  mf*w  lo  tii«  ificala." 

TTic  Lord  Mayor  elect  of  London  bad  rc()uc«t«d  William  IV 
to  honour  hira  with  tiis  comjmny  at  the  Guildhall,  on  the  day 
of  bis   inauguration,  the  Uth    of  November ;  to  which  request 
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his  Mujvety  hud  Knciously  acceded.  But,  ia  the  meao  dme, 
Uie  minislers  hud  becutne  so  uonopular,  and  so  rifi!  were  tlic 
nimctirs  lliat  tlic  king  would  imt  Ik:  w  cll  recftvt-J,  if  he  putercd 
the  city  on  Ihis  day,  lo  siiy  nnllitn^  of  the  uiiprchcntied  noxa* 
niid  tumiilciioti!«  prDCKcdio^  ('oriKC^cju^tit  thi'rKoii,  Lhut  they  felt 
themselves  under  llie  necessity  of  advisiiijc  bis  Majealy  to  I'orrgo 
his  iiitendt'd  viuit.  Hftvinj;  thus  »clciiun'lcdgtfd  their  own  un- 
popularity, it  only  remained  for  ministers  to  rcsijen,  -which  iu  a 
few  di»ya  tliey  did,  liiid  WiUittm.  haviii|r  »cnt  for  Kiu-I  Orpv,  this 
nobleiiiui)  very  iman  formi'd  an  udmiiiiDtralion,  the  watchword 
of  which  was  '*  PArliitnirntiiry  Iteforni." 

A  dissolution  huving  been  the  consequence  of  u  cbungc  oCf 
ininistrj',  n  new  election  w.is  fixed  for  the  borough  of  Rye,  on 
April  2)ith,  lail.  Both  Colonel  Evans  niid  Mr.  Kinith  hnd 
now  abnndoned  the  town,  considering,  under  present  circuro- 
Htancee,  the  cuMC  wa«  hopeless,  and  the  former  had  gone  donti  lo 
Preston,  to  offer  his  services  to  the  constitnenry  of  that  place. 
But  BO01C  few  of  the  most  delcrmiDcd  and  du»[>erutr  uf  the  men 
of  Kyc,  being  resolved  that  the  Colonel  should  be  their  member, 
went  all  the  way  to  Pre«toii,  and  brought  him  to  llyc  in  SufH- 
cient  time  to  have  him  nominated  as  a  candidate.  The  ror- 
poratiou  eandidatM  were  Philip  i'uscy  and  Thomas  Pombcrton, 
Ksqs. ;  tho'C  of  the  town,  Col.  Evans  and  Benjamin  Smith, 
E«q.  Tbc  arrival  of  the  colonel  caused  a  very  high  state  of 
popular  cvcitcment.  The  apprehension  of  disturbance  induced 
the  magistrates  to  send  for  a  small  detachment  of  the  Cooal 
Guard  to  come  to  MountlWld  House  on  the  nioming  of  ilia) 
election ;  the  mayor  and  corpwatioii  being  axsembled  there. 
I*Vom  ignorance,  ur  the  nam  uf  distinct  orders,  these  men  un- 
fortunately marched  up  to  the  front  of  the  court-hall,  where 
great  numbers  of  the  inliiibitaiits  were  idreadj'  ctime,  to  nkic 
for  the  urrival  of  the  mayor  and  his  cjfticcrs,  to  commence  tha^ 
election.  The  sight  of  (he  CoaKt  Guard  wiis  the  signal  for  the 
wdileat  upruar  and  confusion.  Tlic  populace,  infuriated,  pre- 
pared lo  arm  tliemselves ;  and  it  waaM^iit  tlte  work  of  a  minute 
to  tear  down  the  iron  fence  which  incloaed  the  markct-hi 
eadi  {Kilisade  of  uhieb  became  a  pike  in  the  hands  of  the 
wlio  held  it.  Only  nine  months  hud  elanm.-d  since  the  war  of 
the  iKirrieudc.i  in  Paris,  and  the  people  liegan  lo  pull  up  the 
piivt^ment  at  the  vml  of  Market  street,  where  it  joins  w  F.aiit 
atreet,  and  to  prepare  for  barricading  it,  when  tlic  mayor  and 
his  party  made  their  appirantitcv.  They  entered  the  market- 
house,  and  commenced  the  l>UHine<u  there. 

'litis  rlfctiun  hud  to  he  conducted  on  a  plan  entin-ty  dif- 
ferent front  the  former  ones.  'ITic  votes  of  tlic  inlmbilant 
huUHcholders  were  no  longer  tendered,  and  those  ol  the  cor- 
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porate  freemen  -were  alone  to  decide  it.  Hence  these  men  liad 
to  be  acted  upon.  They  were  closely  canvasaed,  and  earnestly 
cnti'eiitt.-d  to  eu|i|)i>rt  tlie  jiu|Mdar  caiididiitcs ;  if  fuund  un\villiii|{ 
to  do  BO,  then  evtr)-  obstiicle  was  thrown  in  their  way,  and 
several  were  afniid  lo  come  to  the  poU;  those  who  alill  hud  the 
coUFH^j^e  to  vote  for  the  old  party  mid  the  bribery  oath  admi- 
ni.sten-d  to  them,  Atnidst  thewildent  uproar  and  confiieiori.  All 
order  had  vanUbed ;  law  had  lo5t  itsiM>wer,  and  anarrhy  reif,rned 
unreittnLineil.  Thus  the  bustiicxs  vtut  pnitructed  until  lute  in 
the  afternoon,  when,  unnhln  tu  tioish  it  that  day,  Che  mayor 
adjuurned  the  court  to  the  2^tli ;  thv  votes  at  thv  clo«c  being  as 
uudcr,viz.: 


For  Colonrl  Eran* 
Mr.  Pi-iulwrLoD 
Mr.  Va-f 
Mr.  ^miib   - 


-  * 
9 
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The  night  brought  no  rest,  but  ennrusion  (if  [wssible]  waa 
worw;  conlouuili-d.  The  jiaiwion^  of  the  pc<([>Ie  knew  no  con- 
trol ;  the  Dia^istrnteK  had  no  power.  !t  was  useless  to  think  of 
proceeding  with  the  election  with  the  view  lo  seat  l)olh  the 
corporation  randidatca;  therefore,  before  noon  on  the  following 
day,  the  corporiition  beat  a  retreat,  lutd  iioumK'd  n  [Mrlrv ;  xvhen 
■  conference  took  pkce  between  the  body  and  some  of  the  friends 
of  Colonel  Evans  j  the  result  of  which  was  that  Mr.  Pusey  re- 
tired, and  Colonel  Evans  and  Mr.  Pcnibertoii  were  returned, 
the  votes  being,  at  the  close  of  the  poll, — 


Fur  CoJiiKd  R*iUM 
Mr.  IVmlwrlar) 
Jilr.  Pu-ry 
Mr.  Sailft     - 


t 

i 

s 


Thus  ended  this  tumidtuous  affair — one  to  be  deplored  by  all 
good  men.  But  while  we  ileplore  it,  we  must  endeavour  to 
Ince  out  its  origin,  aud  sec  whether  there  ie  not  a  monil  leRMon 
to  be  derived  from  it,  which  ou;>ltt  to  be  deeply  engraven  on  the 
hearts  of  all  governors,  whether  of  great  nations  or  of  little 
towns. 

It  is  said  that  all  men  arc  governed  through  the  medium 
either  of  their  bopcs  or  of  their  fenrs.  The  rich  of  all  countries 
always  are  and  always  will  be  the  posaessors  of  power ;  they 
ituike  and  they  administer  the  laws.  Drt-ud  of  the  punishment 
which  aecompanics  the  infringement  of  the  lawK  keeps  the  great 
fflus8  of  the  people  under  a  wholesome  restnunt,  and  thus  they 
are  acted  upon  through  their  fenm ;  while  tlieir  hopes  are  at 
the  sume  time  worked  upon  by  (hf  knowledge  that  the  pos- 
sessors of  power  are  the  dispenm-rii  of  favours  to  the  obedient, 
•a  w«U  «a  of  puni&huient  to  the  disobedieat.     While  the  laws  are 
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foundctl  on  jualicc,  and  arc  equally  administered,  a  nation  dwulld 
in  ponce  ana  »a(ety;  but  if  tliiMie  liiws  Are  founded  on  injuatlce, 
if  they  arc  uiiL-qtmlly  udmiiiistcrcd,  or  if  thtir  cnuctincnta 
infrint^ed  to  the  injury  of  the  pp-oplc  at  tarf^e,  or  if  the  linw 
rwjtiirt'  importiiiit  cliangce,  such  as  arc  fairly  and  justly  de- 
muiided,  but  which  are  uithhcld  after  the  wants  of  tlie  jjeupte 
have  he«n  dciu-K-  and  explicitly  made  known — then  there  can 
be  Iniif^r  pence  in  that  country. 

The  f^rcnl  nrl  of  a  good  governor  consist*  in  watching  the 
timc:(,  to  study  their  a!ipect,  to  listen  to  the  voice  of  the  go* 
vcrned,  and  to  yield  to  their  well-expressed  n-ithes  in  time;  ao 
that  the  grant  of  the  demand  may  he  received  as  a  favour,  and 
thu»  scr\'c  to  draw  within  closer  and  firmer  bonds  both  the 
govcrnara  and  the  governed.  But,  imhickily,  the  coulrary  ia 
too  oflcn  the  case,  and  nders  do  not  yield  in  time ;  vhcn  the 
great  masses  are  oblif^d  to  put  in  force  the  only  power  tbey 
possess,  which  is  that  of  intimidation.  Tlicy  have  nothing  to 
offer  to  allure  the  hopes  of  the  great ;  but,  having  the  phy»ical 
power  in  their  hands,  they  arc  enabled  to  work  on  their  fears  ; 
and  thus,  at  last,  they  are  compelled  to  yield  to  this  baser 
passion  what  they  deny  u»  the  higher  one  of  justice. 

Let  us  timtancL-  a  few  examples  of  otir  meaning.  King  John 
never  consented  to  yield  Mnfrnn  Charta  until  surrounded  by  bil 
baronii,  i-ap-a-pir,  in  the  little  \>Ac  of  Itiiiinyniede,  Meurv  HI 
repeatedly  infringed  the  enactments  of  this  charter,  until  his 
barona  rose  in  arms  and  compelled  his  obedience  to  it.  TTie 
per^'erse  obstinacy  and  nnconstitutional  conduct  of  Charles  1 
was  the  incipient  cause  of  his  unhappy  downfall.  The  blind 
opposition  of  his  eon,  James  II,  to  the'  weH-e\prcsscd  Mishcs 
of  his  people,  in  religious  maltcra,  cost  him  his  crow  n.  But  to 
apeak  of  nn>re  modern  times,  how  long  and  howyhslinately  Hit 
various  ministers  of  this  country  oppose  the  emancijiaiion  a 
the  Catholics;  and  it  was  not  till  the  Duke  of  UelUngtoii 
fenrcd  the  breaking  out  of  a  civil  war  in  Ireland  that  this  lung''' 
drsired  boon  was  granted,  and  then  it  came  at  \a»t  with  ao  ill 
a  grace  that,  instead  of  blessing,  it  might  almost  be  said  to 
have  cursed  both  "  the  giver  and  (he  receiver,"  One  more  in- 
stance, though  shortly  posterior  to  the  time  of  which  «e 
speaking,  and  we  have  done.  The  peers  never  would  havi 
given  their  aasent  to  the  ParHaiiienUry  Kcform  Bill,  hud  not 
the  men  of  Birmingham  assembled  their  thousands  und  tens  of 
thousands  on  New  hall  Hill,  declaring,  in  language  not  to  be 
misuuderstoud,  that  they  would  have  "  the  bil^  the  whole  biU, 
and  nothing  but  the  bill," 

And  now — miiguh  rvmjmnerf  yinxu — let  us  »ce  howr  these  'th- 
acni-utions  appljr  to  ihe  case  of  Rye,     There  were  Charier*  in 
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Mistenreithenriginalsofwluch  werrdntfdnsrnrbackMthe  reign 
of  Kdwurtl  llu-  C«uli;sM>r.    In  llit-st  wen;  inscribed,  In  cliiinicttrs 
so  larfte  ihat  those  vho  run  might  n'^itl,  gr«at  lihertifN,  rightx, 
and  iirivi)vp.'H,  not  prantt:d  to  u  select  I'cn  of  the  iiihsbitanu  of 
the  Cinque  Purts  and  ancient  tnnnH,  but  to  alt  who  were  willing 
to  brar  their  equal  projxirtion  of  the  burdens  arising  out  of  iIm 
services  which  ihey  had  to  perfonn,  in  return  for  thogi*  ndvtin- 
Ugcs.     The  men  of  Kye  hnd  c-arcitiliy  rend  these  Charters;  ihcy 
bad  been  explainrd  both  by  Kfitn-R  and  by  iipeakers ;  they  had 
^MXU  densely  cnnvusscd  and  (li»cu»!ted,  nnd,  to  whatever  procesfl 
of  cxainination  they  hnd  been  sulimittcdjthe  result  was  still  the 
•nmc — the  ttrm   bvlief  that    tho«c   rights  had   been   unjustly 
tLsurped,  and  unfairly  withheld  from  tiictn  ;  and.  conHcquenlly, 
the   cqusliy  firm  resolve  never  to  dews!  from   their  exertions 
until  the  ju&tice  of  their  demands  was  accorded  to  them.     In 
thfi  prosecution  of  the^o  claims  they  hnd  spared  no  grains ;  they 
had  neglected  no  constitutional  means.     Several  times,  at  the 
comnieneenient  of  their  proi-cedin(^,  they  went  to  the  court- 
hall  in  a  quiet,  orderly,  and  peaceable  manner,  to  demand  their 
freedom  ;  they  presented  four  petitions  to  the  Hou»«  of  Com- 
mons; one  address  to  Ueorf^  IV,  and  one  to  \^  ilHani  IV  ;  one 
memoritil  to  the  HiTihop  uf  Oiichc-slcr,  one  to  the  Bisbop  of 
Ljnciiln,  and  on«  to  (he  I^rd  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Porta,  and 
a  |K-tition  also  to  the  Brothrrhood  »nd  (iue*lling;  twice  they 
carried  their  oniute  into  the  Court  of  King's  Rench,  nnd  livicc 
they  went  hcforc  a  committee  of  the  House  oC  Comitions.    Thua, 
hnving  cxhniiftled  all  constitutional  means,  having  nnoe  citn- 
bhelicd  llieir  rights  before  a  eumuiittce,  and  then  cruelly  having 
that  fiivonible  derision  reversed,  the  palienee  of  the  more  dctei^ 
mined  giive  way>  and  they  took  the  law  into  their  awn  bands^ 
pWed  Colonel'  Evana  in  the  House  of  Commons,  and  thus 
wrested  from   the  fears  of  their  opponents  what  they  in  vttin 
dcmaiuled  of  their  sense  of  Justice.     We  u  ish  not  to  defend  this 
state  uf  things;  we  oidy  record   ihoe  fiicl*  aai  one  mure  proof 
of  the  fatal  cflccts  of  the  too  long  delayed  opposition  uf  the 
ruU-rs  to  the  just  claims  of  those  over  whom  they  are  called  to 
nde.     ^imc  rccklcBS  giuncalers  stuke  all  on  one  cast  of  the 
dice;  then  exclaim  "  Pll  win  the  horae  or  Knc  the  saddle!" 
Perhaps  they  think  it  more  noble  to  imitate  the  oak  than  the 
willow  ;  but  then  tlieymust  not  be  surprised  if  the  blast,  which 
pitsscs  innocuously  over  the  latter,  lays  the  former  prontratc  on 
the  ground. 

The  immediate  political  advantage  gained  by  placing  Colonel 
Rvniis  in  parliament  wu»  odding  one  more  vote  to  the  hbenil 
patty,  which  carried  tlic  Piurliameutary  Iteform  Bill  through  the 
lower  house.     This  bill  received  the  royal  assent  on  June  7lh, 
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1832;  and  thus  tlu-  town  nf  Rye  assisted  in  the  completiun  of 
tin:  gn-jit  work  which  they  hud  no  nobly  begun.  Tliat  the  men 
of  Kyc  had  considcrRhlc  intliicnrc  in  this  l)u-tiiii-Hs  caitnut  Ik 
doubted,  when  wn  recollect  that,  in  coii!ie()uencc  of  the  derimon 
of  the  committee  ia  May  l»30,  in  the  fullouing  HcSKion  of 
parltnmcnt,  there  were  more  petitions  presented  from  various 
rotlen  boroughs  in  England  than  ever  wait  before  kiiuwa.  Va- 
rious election  petitions,  with  the  hope  of  thtvwing  them  open, 
were  presented,  snd  hod  not  the  Kyc  case  been  revvr»ea,  no 
doubt  would  have  l>een  prosecuted  to  a  successful  issue.  In 
fact,  wc  have  reason  to  believe  that  ministers  were  gretttfjr 
iitarmcd  at  the  deciMuii  of  the  committee,  and,  looking  upon  it 
as  only  the  commencement  of  a  scries  of  attacks  on  the  rotten 
boroughs  in  general,  were  resolved,  so  far  as  thej  could,  to 
check  at  once  so  dangerous  ftn  innovation.  The  men  of  Hye 
had  entered  the  point  of  the  wed^  and  the  reformers  drove  it 
home,  M'hcn  tJie  wall))  of  the  corporation  fortress  of  Rye,  in 
common  'nilii  tboseof  others,  V(a»  rent  in  pieces;  and  thus,  as  we 
said  at  the  onset,  they  never  raised  the  siege  until  they  made  u 
breiich  in  it  sufficiently  nldc  to  march  througb  and  take  pos-^ 
session  of  it. 

We  muHi  now  go  back  a  little  in  our  history,  for  tfac  events 
which  we  had  to  record,  at  the  close  of  (be  reign  of  George  IV, 
were  80  intimately  connected  with  iJiose  at  the  comniciirement 
of  that  of  his  successor,  that  we  did  nut  like  to  iiiteniipt  the 
continuous  sti-enm,  and  thcrttfore  omitted  the  list  of  freemen  »A4 
mitted  during  the  former  reign,  and  that  of  FeprcnenLatives  oud- 
freemen  in  the  latter  during  the  short  lime  which  intervened 
between  his  uccessioti  and  tlic  passing  of  the  KeforiQ  Hill.  Tbf 
omisHion.t  we  shall  now  supply. 


OHORCR   IV. 

x-m  ni-  rari^Hcii. 

Namn. 

Ilovr  ailniillBL 

n'fenn  ndmitlviL 

Udiiil  Shiiiliiini 

&Iaiat 

Am-  UUi,  llit. 

Si^ilirn  Pry  man 
tVlllli.in  Hrooh 

do. 

Anc.Hih.  INXa. 

do. 

A^.  i:iui,  iHfl. 

John  Speiicvc  K«niioIt 

Uiitkridht 

Mkrrli  eitb,  \SU 

'I'bonias  tlartinn 

Majui 

,\i«.  ^itb,  ma. 

JnIIIW  Si^'OtOUt 

do. 

A|-rH  ID  lb,  ISM. 

John  DuiiH 

do. 

Sat.  lit,  ins. 

John  llvliluck  LmJiimt 

So. 
WII.I.IAM    IV. 

N«r.  ltl,l4M. 

HEriiiaEliTi'nm  rvKiiov*  io  lar  aeranli  Blt-i. 
mm.   Ilo^  DuqMn  IWITiv,  Prmcia  Itotwit  Bunlmm. 
IS3I,  t^uloiiel  tnna»,  rbutiiM  IVinlieiWii. 


NllMM. 

TwiHitr-HirM' 


llawadMinal. 


Vrbni  admiltod. 
A(i|.  iiPilli,  lUQ. 


lusronv  or  hyk. 


acy 


By  thc«c  lists  it  in  sho^vn  ilmt  the  old  miserable  s;r»tcm  of 
mnliinf^  fn-pm^n  i\nggeA  out  ii  prolongvd  existence,  quite  to 
(he  close  of  llie  n-ign  of  Gvorgc  IV ;  but  the  decision  of  the 
committee  of  the  Houbc  of  CommonB,  in  Mny  IK30,  soon  pro- 
duced its  fniits.  in  iht-  ncct-si^ity  which  the  rulinc  po"cre  now 
felt  of  incrpasinp  the  numlM-r  of  freemen,  as  evidenced  in  the 
election  of  twcntv-thrcc  new  ones  on  Au^.  28th,  1^*30,  the 
names  nf  which  vre  have  not  thouf^ht  it  necessary  to  insert,  as 
the  old  framework  vas  now  broken  down ;  but  it  is  sufficient  to 
Bay  not  one  of  (hem  ivjis  to  be  found  in  the  rwll  of  the  men  of 
Kyc.  Although  the  intention  of  introducing  these  new  freemen 
irastn  strengthen  the  furtress  against  the  attack  of  those  who, 
for  the  last  five  years,  had  been  bombarding  it,  still,  as  the 
Saxona,  wb«n  colled  in  of  old  to  defend  the  Britoos  agtuiist  the 
invasionfl  of  rhe  Danes,  kept  possession  for  ibenisclveti  und  iid- 
mitted  otbent  of  their  countrymen,  fti>  the  new  freemen,  in  ihc 
course  of  a  very  short  time,  tliat  is,  in  about  a  vear,  opem-d  the 
gates  of  the  eor|iiiratiiiii,  and  admiltnl  their  lcllow-ton~u»Rieti 
lu  tile  full  enjoyment  of  all  tbeir  lon^>loat  and  long- sought 
privilege!!. 

But  little  now  rcmuns  to  be  told.  The  Rcfurm  Bill  was 
passed;  by  the  second  section  of  uhich  Rye  was  de[>rived  of 
one  of  itH  members,  while,  at  the  same  time,  a  coniiidcnible 
elcv!toral  district  was  attncheti  to  it,  con^siisting  of  the  f<)lli)wio({ 
nariehct).  viz.  \Vincheli«:«,  Ickkshnm,  Udimorc,  a  t>niallpart  of 
llredc,  Peasmarsh.  Idon,  Plftydcn,  Kast  Guildford,  and  that  put 
of  Uroomhill  n'hich  lies  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  By  one  clause 
it  wvx  enacted  that  all  those  who  had  been  admitted  to  Ihc  free- 
dom of  the  corporation,  previously  to  March  let,  HS31,  were  to 
have  the  right  of  voting,  even  though  ihey  bad  no  other  <|ua- 
lifieation;  while,  by  another,  it  was  provided  that  all  voters 
must  be  registered.  Uu  the  ftrst  register  the  vuten  werv  as 
under: 

Rjw,  fatvii  snd  piritli     ..•-..  Sti 

WinofaelM,<ln  laddu. 40 

^                  IcklaallaiR,  [fttt'uU             ....■•  SO 

^m                   tMifdorr.  iio         •.---■-  • 

■                   eu\  a(  BtfiU:  4o. « 

^B                 PruBiant),  *lo>            ......  a 

^H                    lilrn,  tlo.                                                  .          .          -          ■  Cd 

B  Ku'l  Oaiyford « 

Total  iiumfan  al  tulcn        ....      an 

When  the  registration  was  completed  a  new  writ  nas  issued, 
and  the  eleetion  was  held  on  Dec.  I'ith  and  13th,  lX'd'2.  wlicn 
the  ctndidatCH  were  Colnuel  Rvans  nml  Major  Curtcis;  and  at 
the  final  close  of  the  poll  the  votes  were — 


270 


THE  rARLlAMBNTART 


P«  CimM>  ......  ■         IM 

E»»w        -  .....  tfy 

Majoni)  hN  Cufteto       ■  ■        ai 

llie  total  number  of  roten  wu  37!),  which  nere  diapoMdl  of 
as  follows,  viz, : 

Cartel  HM      .......        )«J 

_  £»»•• It*  _ 

Di»(a1)At4  Ij  oAee      ......  • 

III              ..--,...  4 

AbMit • 

1.^  tim  Ivtni I 

nidautmla TO 

A  few  rcmarlea  arc  ococssaiy  to  cx[)laiu  the  rent]]!  of  this 
civclion.  Rath  cai)(li(]9il£3  vterti  Liberals,  and  Colonel  Rvnns 
had  clone  ihc  town  of  Kvc  good  wrvicc.  Tlic  majority  of  the 
freemen  of  the  corporation  could  neither  forgrt  nor  fnrgive  the 
allroiU  nhich  tlicv  cutusidcred  bad  been  put  uuun  them  in  the 
election  of  April  lK^l,wheii, by  the  pressure  of  popular  opinion, 
they  were  compellr-d,  full  sore  ogaiait  their  will,  to  return 
Colonel  E%-aus  an  thnir  represenlntive,  and  these  all  voted  against 
him  ;  with  these  the  Tories  also  made  common  cause,  thlakinj^ 
that  of  two  eviU  the  Major  was  the  least.  BL-sides  tbcfse  votes, 
Major  Ciirt<^is  had  many  ]>ersoiial  friends,  in  consequence  of  the 
large  Imided  pruperty  held  by  him  aud  bis  family,  iu  the  agri* 
ciiltiirid  part  of  the  new  electoral  district;  and,  lastly^  an  unfor- 
tunate miaundei^tandiiif;  bad  ariseti  bclnecu  Colonel  Evans 
and  several  of  hia  earliest  fiupportera  in  the  town,  n-hieh  jjre- 
veuU'd  them  from  voting  forhim,allbouf;h  they  did  not  vote  ftrt- 
his  opponent.  All  these  causes  coiuhint'd  gave  Major  Ciifteis 
the  mujuriiy,  and  he  thus  bccumc  the  first  representative  of  liye 
under  the  llcform  Bill. 

With  «  aliKbt  retro.'ipcctive  glance,  wc  will  close  this  long 
portion  of  our  history.  We  have  endeavoured  to  show  how 
great  and  numerous  nrivile|{ejt  were  gnmted  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Rye,  in  common  with  those  of  the  other  Port.%  by  the  ancient 
Charters  of  (heir  sovereigiw ;  how  ihoHc  privih-ges  were  graated 
to  tlie  many,  and  not  to  the  few ;  how  these  were  gmiuallT 
usurped  by  designing  men  until,  at  length,  they  were  pussrAsed 
by  the  few  only,  and  not  by  the  many;  and,  finally,  we  have 
explained  how  they  were  recovered. 

In  the  flection  of  April,  Iwl,  there  were  only  seventeen 
freemen,  who  were  qiinlitied  to  vote  for  a  representative  in  par^ 
lianu-nt ;  white  in  thul  of  December,  l''^^,  there  wem  two 
hundred  and  eleven  en  qualified  in  the  town  and  parisli  of  Kye 
alone. 
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In  1825  there  were  not  more  than  twenty -eight  membere  of 
the  corporation  altogether,  and  these  had  the  sole  management 
of  all  the  municipal  affairs  of  the  town,  being  entirely  uncon* 
trolled  by  the  rest  of  the  inhabitants.  But  now,  since  the 
passing  of  the  Municipal  Corporation  Reform  Bill,  there  is  a 
town-council,  about  a  third  part  of  the  members  of  which  has 
yearly  to  be  renewed,  and  in  the  election  of  which  there  are 
full  three  hundred  burgesses  who  have  a  voice. 

Thus  have  the  ancient  rights,  liberties,  and  privileges  (so  far 
as  consistent  with  modern  times)  been  restored  to  the  inha- 
bitants of  the  town.  These  are  now  in  iheir  own  hands.  They 
have  the  power,  and  God  grant  they  may  always  have  sufficient 
discretion  and  public  spirit  to  preserve  them  ! 
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CHAPTER  I. 


TUB  LOCAL  DISTORT  OF  RYB,  ANCIENT  AND  UODBRN. 


Wg  hare  alrRady  Ntatcd  that  the  spot  on  trhich  (lie  tovrn  of 
Rye  stands  ivaa  nriginally  nn  inRiiktcct  rork,  unnpproachabic  at 
a)l  timei^,  except  by  ihc  aid  of  ships  or  boats  ;  but  we  have  not 
yet  nrntinned  that  the  bnse  of  this  rock  ot^Rinally  extendrd 
miicb  farther,  on  some  pnrLs,  thnn  it  docs  at  pr«!i(riit.  Jcukc 
say«, "  the  tonn  m  buiU  on  a  little  hill,  now  waited,  on  the 
soutb-weat,  ftouth-Boulh-c-asi,  cast  and  north-east  hides,  by  lh< 
flux  and  reflux  of  the  sea,  but  especially  on  the  two  latter,  where 
have  been  washed  nnay  fiomc  slreeta,  the  Baddinj^s  Gate  and 
Wall  leading  therefrom  to  the  Land  Gate." 

The  town  must  have  been  of  some  iniportanee  a«  early  as  the 
reif^ti  of  Iklward  the  Confetisor,  oiherwiae  this  pioua  monarcll 
would  not  have  considered  it  a  gift  worthy  to  he  pretteittMl  to 
tlie  Abbey  of  Fischamp.  in  Noraiaiidy,  nor  would  the  monks  of 
the  same  have  thought  it  worth  their  acceptance. 

Surmundcd  on  all  sides,  and  at  all  liuiea,  by  the  waters  of 
the  ocean,  one  might  reasonably  have  expected  that  the  town 
would  have  be^n  safe  from  the  inroads  of  enemies:  but  auch 
was  not  the  case.  For  though  the  water  on  the  iiorib  side 
protected  it  from  the  sudden  imipiion  of  foc«  from  the  land,  (he 
e«a,  on  the  south  and  west,  formed  at  all  limes  a  high  road  for 
the  inhabitonttt  of  the  coast  of  France>  where  marauding  expfr> 
ditions  were  continually  being  fitted  out  for  the  nnnoyauoc  of 
tlio»c  on  thin  !ii<le  of  the  Channel,  the  cruel  elfcets  of  which 
were  verj-  frequently  felt  by  the  inhabitants  of  Rye.  It  was  to 
guard,  in  aomc  measure,  aguinsl  these  attacks  that,  in  the  middle 
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of  the  twelfth  century,  in  the  reign  of  King  Stephen,  William 
of  Vprcs,  Carl  of  Kmt,  built  the  toner  which  is  Btill  etanclinjr, 
and  Efrarin^  his  name. on  the  south-east  side  of  the  tuwu.  'IlitlJ 
vroi  ini<'ndcd  as  a  uitlch-ti)\vf.-r  from  whL'iice  to  dcrstrry  the  ap" 
proach  of  mi  enemy  ;  and  aUo  as  a  place  of  derviice,  when  be 
mucked  the  town,  lliis,  however.was  soon  found  to  bciiisulfi. 
cicnt;  for,  at  the  latter  jmrt  of  thia  same  century,  that  is,  in  the 
year  ]U)4,  the  itihsbitnnu  obtained  a  granl,  or  C'liarter,  from 
Kicliiinl  1,  to  Hall  and  fortiiy  tht;  town.     Tliis  |;rant,  which  is 

Erob^bly  the  oldest  urilten  Jo<.-innriit  in  exisicnrr,  relating  to 
;vc  «l"»e,  wiia  discovereit  auKkii};  tliu  records  of  liie  timn,  to 
which,  lhntuii;h  the  kiutlnesa  of  the  niuiiicijial  aiithuritieSi  vit 
have  had  freipient  access,  and  ftir  which  vre  here  beg  to  tender 
them  our^uteful  thanks.  'i1iis  grant  is  couluined  in  a  small 
piece  of  parchment,  not  more  than  twelve  inches  lon^  and  three 
inches  wide,  wHtlirit  in  Ilie  bnrlmroiis  I^attti  of  tbottt?  limes,  in- 
tonnixed  iviih  a  Utile  French,  and  one  or  two  Italian  nordg- 
The  chiirM(^l(.'rs  &nt  those  of  the  old  court  hand;  iind  ive  give  a 
true  copy  of  the  origtuHl,  with  the  cxccplion  thai  we  writf  the 
words  at  full  leugih,  instead  uf  itiscrling  ait  the  puzzliiif^ahbie- 
viations,  which  are  »o  numerously  found  in  moat  of  the  old 
Mtitiiigs  of  this  sort.  It  bcara  on  the  hock  the  following  indorse- 
ment, viz. : 

«  A  ChurUrfcr  huittliug  the  WalUt  of  Rye, 

*<  Ricardiis,  Dei  gratis  Rex  Anglis  et  Francin;.  et  Dnminua 
lltbeniin:;  omnibus  ad  quo);  pre^^entra  litcc  pcr^coirint  salutcm: 
Sciatis  quod  noH  pro  eo  quod  dilecli  Barone«  nottri,  midor,  ec 
conimiiuitaii  villa;  dv  la  Uye  mnniiccpcrunl  coram  nobis  in 
Cancellana  nosir^villam  pnediclam  niuio  de  |>ctrit  et  calce  infm 
trit-nniiini  a  datiV  prritcnlium  in  locis  ncecssariis  sufficienlcr 
claiidercctHnuarc  suh  p<pna  ccntuui  lihraniiiiquasconcetsioius 
de  tcrrt»  el  cataUi«  Muis  iid  opus  noiitrum  levari  si  ipsos  villain 
pnedictam  in  fonti&  pra:dict&  ccssanii  impcdimenlo  rnlionnhili 
claudcrc  non  contin<^Ht  advcrtente«  clauaurain  et  fortificationcm 
\illic  pnedicta:  super  liins  maris  in  rrxtnlerS  ininiiconim  tioa- 
tronim  situatn;  fore  sceuriintcm  muxiniam  qiiaj  in  purlibui 
illis  pru|itcr  defen^ionem  et  salvaiionem  rc^ni  uoMri  fieri  po- 
tut-rint  aut  commode  orilinari.  El  rolentcs  eo  pra:^te\tu  clausune 
et  forlificaiionU  praedictis  tnaniis  n^jpuacrc  adjutrico  de  aviaa- 
tnento  consilii  nostri  commissimns  et  conrcKaimus  eiidctn 
maiori  ct  commuuituti  dietam  biillivam  et  cusEodtam  cjusdem 
cum  pertincniibus  exce|il&  cjuiulam  custumA  in  eiidcm  villi 
Voctitii  xhnri-K  ti-neudau]  n  Fc-nlo  I'n^ehn;  [tr-iximo  futont  iiM|ue 
ad  liniui  ircsdcriui  aniinruni  tune  ]>er«equeiiiiiim  pleiiarte  com- 
pk'turuii)  absque   aliquo  iodc  nobis  aut  heredibua  no&tria  pro 
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tribufi  primis  »nnis  dictonun  trcedccim  annorutn  reddendo  vcl 
Bohi'iiiki  et  reddendo  nobia  et  Iitredibiis  uustris  [iro  <juulibct 
rvsiduoniin  decrm  annoruni  dccfm  ct  octo  libraa  nicut  priiis 
redderc  (■oiisucric  ctquadraglntn  Holidon  du  tncrctncnto  ud  scac- 
cariurn  no«tnim  sd  temiiuos  suncLi  Michaclis  et  PnschEe  per 
wqualm  portioncs.  Et  sujiftortiiiidu  omnia  ooera  cklcm  ballivjc 
iiitumbenria  (imundiu  ciistudura  habupriiit  siipradictnm.  lA- 
Uria  niistris  palcntibus  Edw»|-<io  d<-Trttc»Morlli  sciricnti  nostro 
ail  aniia  de  (ficiji  halliva  sivt-  cuslodiS  rjiisdoni  ad  vitam  siiam 
pro  deoem  at  octo  libris  iiobiH  antiunlim  rcddcndis  Dupcr  fuctis 
quu  tcaorc  jincscntiutn  rcvocumus  iion  obstitaDiibuH.  In  cujiis 
ret  tcstimonio  has  literas  nostras  fieri  recimiis  patentes.  TcHtc 
ttiK  ipso  apud  WestinoaoBleriuin  viccsimu  octo  die  Marcii,  aooo 
regni  nostri  uuiuto. 

"  P.  conaiUutn,  "  ScAntB," 

TVantlation. 

RichVd,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  England  and  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  (o  nil  to  wliotn  these  prescntK  shall  conic, 
rrt'oling:  Know  ye  that  wc,  by  reason  that  our  wcll-bclovcd 
Haronx,  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  town  of  Uyc,  have 
unikTtakrn,  before  us,  in  our  court  of  Chancery,  suffiricntly  to 
include  nnd  stren^liion  our  Miid  town  with  a  wall  of  stone  and 
lime,  in  all  necessary  places,  within  three  years  from  the  date  of 
these  presents,  under  a  penalty  of  one  hundred  pounds,  u'hicb 
they  have  consented  to  have  levied  upon  their  lands  and  chat- 
tels to  our  use,  if  they  shall  not  inclose  the  said  tonn,  in  manner 
aforesaid,  without  reasonable  impediment.  Considerin^f  the 
iiii'|i>Rure  and  furtilteatiun  of  the  luwn  aloresaid,  situate  on  the 
Bca«horc,  in  frout  of  our  enemies,  to  be  ihe  f^reatest  security 
which  in  these  parts  ouuld  he  made  for  ibv  defence  and  safety 
of  our  kin^om  or  for  the  public  henefic ;  aiid  being  willing,  for 
this  purpose,  to  appoint  Judges  of  the  said  incloaure  and  tbrti- 
fienlion  vtith  the  advice  of  uur  counctl,  we  have  eominitted 
and  {^ranted  unto  Ihe  said  mayor  and  commonalty,  the  said 
bailiwick  and  custody  thereof,  with  the  appurtenances  (exeept- 
inff  ceriaiu  custoniK  tii  the  aakl  tovrn, called  sliarcs)  to  bold  from 
the  Feast  of  Easter  then  nest  ensuing,  uuto  the  end  of  thirteen 
years  then  next  ensuinjr,  to  be  fully  complete,  without  anything 
being  rendered  or  paid  to  us  or  our  heirs  for  the  first  three 
years  of  the  said  thirtcrii  years  ;  but  rendering  to  us  and  to  our 
heirs,  for  each  of  the  remaining  ten  years,  the  sum  of  eighteen 
pounds,  as  was  formerly  acctiRtonied  to  be  rendered,  and  forty 
.ihillings  by  way  of  increase,  at  our  Exchequer,  at  the  terms  of 
Michaeloiaj!  and  Easter,  in  equal  portions;  and  supporting  all 
bordenB  incumbent  on  the  said  bailiwick,  so  long  as  they  shall 
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vtlavottn,  OOP  s^TRtwirt- 

IcstmwoT  «  bcmn' 
pattnt.     Witncc*  ■ 
Mak^  in  the  fifth 

Sc&BLS. 


>'ot«ith»UiKiing  the  Unm  v»  nlled  tt  the  vnd  of  tbc 
twcUUi  ccutoiy,  h  was  captuml  b^  Louts,  the  DaupTiin  of 
Fnncv,  etH;  in  the  tbirtceolh,  u  ippein  from  »  doi-uiiirnl 
published  br  the  Camilco  Socutr.  which  is  uhQofr^  viz. :  "  Et 
tunc  ficte  suDt  trruf^  inirr  juvencm  Rrpm  el  ptrdictuin  Lode- 
WTCum,  qui  vero  Lodewjcvs,  csjiti  fills  de  hyt  in  eoniiuuu 
Suneu^  ibiden)  iniu&euni.''  "  Alu)  ibcn  peace  haTiog  beca 
Made  beCveen  ch«voung  Icinc  (Heary  111/  adiI  ih«  said  Louia, 
who,  that  ia  the  saiDe  Loois,  havinj:  nptortd  the  town  of  Kyr^ 
uiled  fron  hence  over  the  km." 

Ttus  document  shows  how  the  bailiwick  was  bestawrd  by 
this  Buoe  king^  Kicbard  I,  od  Ts'idiotai  Rote,  on  March  1 1 
1197: 


'*  Richard,  bv  the  jnace  of  God,  Ktn^  of  Englsod  nod  France, 
and  Lord  of  Ireland,  to  our  beloved  tnavor  and  commoDaliy  of 
the  town  of  Rye  who  now  are,  or  who  for  (lie  time  alialt  be, 
greeting :  Whereas,  oa  the  ei^th  day  of  October  last  [lasl,  of 
our  special  grace,  and  fur  the  f^ood  service  which  our  beloved 
c«qaire  and  scrtRiit,  Kofjer  WTninoR,  had  doue.  and  would 
do  fur  us,  ve  had  granted  to  htm  those  ten  and  eipliC  pounds, 
and  forty  shillings  annually,  which  the  mayor  and  roniniuiialiy 
of  our  town  of  Kye  are  bound  to  pay  to  lu  for  the  baUiwick  of 
the  same  town,  and  for  the  costody  gif  the  aane,  with  the  appur- 
tennncps.  cxcepiinfr  a  reriaio  custom  in  the  same  town  called 
"  shares  ;■'  to  be  held  and  eiijuyed  froBi  the  Fcasl  of  Luter  nest 
comin;;  fur  ami  <Iuriiit;  ihi-  term  of  leu  years  frum  llieiice  next 
follouitig  fully  completed,  if  it  should  l)a[>|>en  thai  (he  anme 
Roger  should  ho  lon^live;  at  ihe  terms  of  Saint  Michael  and 
Roster,  by  equal  portions,  by  the  bands  of  the  mayor  and  com- 
monally  of  the  town  aforesaid  for  the  time  bcioK-  Willini;, 
moreover,  and  granting,  that  at  the  end  of  the  mid  ten  ycar^  the 
same  Roxcr  should  have  ihe  bailiwick  and  nisttidy  of  (br  Mime 
town,  with  the  appiinenanroa   (except  the  cuntnin  r 

his  v»holr  life,  nithoul  rcuderiny  tliercuf  tu  uiauyin     . 
after  the  icrm  of  the  said  ten  years,  the  same  Koger.  diinng  his 
life,  shoutd  be  bound  to  support  nil  tbc  burdens  lo  ihc  nid 
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bailiwick  and  custody  tttschin^,  ss  in  our  letters  patent  thcrcaf 
mtulv  more  fullj  is  contained.  And  wc  dow,  at  ilic  prayi^i-  of 
the  aforesaid  Roger,  who  our  same  letters  liatt  n-stonrd  to  our 
Cliiiiu'eni'  to  Ik-  cimccUcti,  of  our  special  grace,  have  firaot^'d  (o 
NIchnlua  Rirtc,  ritizrn  «nd  vintner  of  London,  the  ufortfsiiid  ten 
and  cieht  pounds,  and  fort^  shillings  aonuall;  ;  to  b«  Imd  and 
enjorcd  in  every  year,  during  the  t«n  years  aforesaid,  by  the 
hnnds  of  the  aforesaid  mayor  and  commonalty,  at  llit^  tertna  of 
Saint  Michael  and  Easter,  by  equal  ponioit»,if  it  should  liiippcn 
that  the  8Rid  Nicholas  for  so  long  time  should  live.  Willing 
and  granting  that,  after  the  lapse  of  the  aforesaid  ten  ycarB,  tin; 
aforesaid  Nicholas  should  have  the  bjiiliwick  and  custody  afore* 
said,  with  the  appurtenances,  except  the  aaUl  custom  of"  nbarcs,*' 
for  the  whole  life  of  the  same  Nichol«.  without  rendering  any- 
thing thereof  to  us,  as  in  our  letters  patent  thereof  made  more 
fnlly  is  contaiiiefL  We  command  you  lhal>  from  the  lapw  of 
the  said  Feast  of  Easter  next  eumin}c,  ye  pay  to  the  Mime 
Nichoiaa  the  aforesaid  ten  and  t-iftht  pounds,  and  forty  shiUinga 
annually,  at  the  terms  of  Saint  Xlicnael  and  Eatter,  by  equal 

EoriiunH,  for  and  to  the  end  uf  the  said  ten  years,  if  it  should 
appen  that  he  so  lun^  should  live ;  and  that  thereof  ye  be  dili- 
Siit,  and  make  ansiver  to  him,  accnrdtui;  (o  the  tenor  of  our 
tera  nforeitiiid ;  receiving  from  the  bcfore-nnmod  Nicholas, 
from  term  to  term,  his  letters  of  ncqnitlsncc,  which  shall  be 
BUtficient  on  this  behalf;  by  which,  and  our  aforesaid  mandate 
to  you  thereof,  wc  will  cause  you  to  have  due  allowance  at  the 
sum  aforesaid.  WiineM  our^elf,  at  Westminster,  the  eleventh 
day  of  March,  in  the  eighth  year  of  our  reign. 

"  By  writ  of  privy  seal. 


(t«s) 


Farvncton." 


By  the  llth  article  of  the  Customal,  it  appears  that  the  bailiff 
woa  to  collect  the  king:*a  petty  customs  in  the  town,  and  this 
office  was  granted  to  some  person  of  note,  na  the  name  of 
Edwurd  de  Tetu-sworth  would  wrem  to  imply ;  but  now,  in  con- 
aidemlion  of  the  cummoiinlty  undcrtakinir  to  fortify  ihe  town, 
the  hiiilivtick  wan  givi-ti  Co  (lii^  miiyor  and  the  Barons  for  thir- 
teen years  :  the  first  three  without  nuy  piiyineni,  and  Ihe  last 
ten  fi>r  a  yearly  rrt'cniie  of  lueniy  pounds ;  a  protitahle  arrange* 
meat  fur  the  town,  otherwise  it  would  not  have  been  ^niuted. 
Wc  learn,  moreover,  from  this  document,  how  necessary  Ihe 
Cinijue  Port)!  were  to  ibe  [^encml  defence  of  the  nalion,  and  see 
in  it  a  proof  thai  Rye  must  have  been  endowed  with  their  privi- 
leges at  a  very  Ciuly  perioil.  most  untbably  in  the  time  of 
Edward  the  Confessor,  he  having  died  liltle  more  than  a  cenlnn,- 
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before,  and  the  Utvta  already  linvin(t  n  mayor  to  preride  orer  it» 
and  a  Icinf^'s  baillflf  to  collect  the  custom  dues. 

The  town  beinf;  coniiiiually  liable  to  attAcbs  it  wiu  found . 
necessary  to  put  in  rcqiiisitjoti  every  means  of  (UH'cnce.     WftI 
haw  sci'ii  liow  Edward  the  Confessor  gave  the  town  of  Rye*] 
together  with  that  of  Winchelsea,  to  the  abbot  and  monks  of' 
FJBcliainp.      Having  been  thus  ceded  to  them  the  sovereign 
had  no  longer  that  full   and  perfect  control  over  them,  which, 
in  timea  of  public  daiiger,  uas  necessarjr  to  enable  him  to  put  j 
them  in  a  posture  of  defence  against  a  fon.>i(>ii  enemy;  and,  in 
consequence  of  this.  King  Henr^  III,  in   llic  3Ist  year  of  hitl 
retpn,  a.d.  1248,  rcnumed  these  towns  into  his  ovn  hand,  u  < 
appears  from  the  foUuwing  document,  a  copy  of  nhich  is  to  be 
found  printed  in  Jeake's  Charters,  and  alao  a  written  copy  in 
the  Records  of  Rye. 

Original. 

**  Henricus,  Dri  gratid,  Kex  Angtix,  tertius  Dominus  Hi- 
beraiie,  Dux  Normanniae  ct  Acqiiitani/e,  et  Comes  Andepavia?, 
Archit'iiiacouis,  Epiacopis,  Abbatibus,  Prioribus,  Comitibus, 
Baroninua,  Jiisticiariia,  Forcalariis,  Vicecotnitibus,  Frsposilia, 
Ministris,  ct  omnibus  Ballivin,  ct  6dclibus  cuis,  tiidittrm  :  Cum 
non  solum  ad  fidelc  regimen  rcj^ni  nnstri,  venim  etiom  immi- 
ncnlibus  ejus  pciiculis  sogaci  HoJicitudinc  proitpiocrc  tencnmiir, 
considrmnLcs  undiqtie  ipsiua  regiii  uostri  Matum,  «t  ma;i:ime 
in  muritima,  compcrimuB  per  quod  per  villas  de  WynchelM 
ct  dc  la  Rye,  qutc  nobiliora  membra  Ctntnqiie  Portuum  nos- 
trorum  diciintiir,  qua»  ubbas  et  mouachi  FiFcbampie  hactenua 
pos<si (leriint,  quibiis  non  licet  contra  inlmicos  rcgni  arniis. 
mntenalibu!!  dimirni-e,  jKisiict  tiobiect  btcredtbus  nodtria  tempore 
hostili  irrccu|H:rttbile  damniim,  quod  absit  contincat  si  tahlcr, 
indcfcnsc  in  eonim  ahbatis  et  tnonachorum  manibus  remone- 
luot.  QuuprctpUT  de  maiorum  rcgni  nostri  consllio,  ct  de 
bonA  volnntnte  dirtonim  abbatis  ct  monachorum  Fiat.-haRip» 
pRcdictas  villas  dc  Wynchetse  et  de  la  Kye  cum  portubus  ct 
advucuto  ecclesiariim  vl  cum  qiiarta  parte  mariKoi  dc  North- 
mareya  et  annuo  redditu  irium  Kolidorum  et  nuvcm  ilenariorum  ' 
inde  eolvendurum,  et  cum  aliis  prrlinenttbua  suis  ud  nostrum  et 
hivrcdum  oostrorum  domioicum  rcvocavimus  per  divisaa  ds 
Wvnchclae  subscriptaa,  scilicet,  sicui  mare  et  iiortua  cimimtlMit 
villam  dc  WyncheUc  uaque  ad  feodum  dc  Geatlyn||^s,  et  per 
diviaaa  dc  la  Kye  eubscriptaa,  acilicct,  tsicut  marc  vadit  ab  lo- 
troitu  lluetus  molendini  usque  sd  feodum  Jarobi  dt^  Northcy.i 
Itn  quod  tola  aquucx  utriique  parte  |icrliiict  uddiclain  viliomdc, 
U  Rye  ct  iadc  nicut  regale  chiminum  ee  exccndit  usqite  ad  aM-j 


leram  quae  est  Jiuper  feodum  Brtcii  Ptttmarii.  el  &  dictS  scaleri 
per  quanclnm  st-milam  usque  ad  (eirara  boapitalis  Sancti  Bar- 
tholiitiifi,  et  inde  vi-niiituccideiitalcm  in  lun^ituiliiii-  iLTT^diclffi 
hoxpitalis  uEciUf  DoHetiWL-ll,  et  itidi;  tbium  Blj  ktsbull.  de  usque 
sd  cn]n;m  du  lIcrlj'ii^dL-ii,  ct  dc  cmlcm  cruce  usque  Fiiit^rliii, 
ubi  qusdaiu  gultera  est,  quae  vadit  per  median)  \Vallam,  et  de 
dicU  trulterS  per  medium  Colciucrsb,  sicut  quwldatn  vetUB  fos- 
Mtum  se  cxlf  ndit  usque  ad  feodum  WilliotrnJ  dc  Echyngham, 
et  sic  in  lotigi iiidinc  rjuiKlvm  fcodi  usque  in  marv.  Dante*,  et 
hie  Carlil  nostrA  cnntirmantc!)  eisdem  sblHiti  ct  monachis  Fis- 
chamjtn^  pro  nobis  ct  hicrrdibiin  noslris  in  bonum  rt  sufficiea* 
escambium  pm  pnedictiti  villis  de  Wynrhelse  et  de  la  Kyc,  cum 
pertJiientibus  maneria  nostra  de  Cbilccnlmtn  in  comilu  Ulouc 
cum  hundredoet  aliU  perlinentibus  Hins,rtdc  Scloutr,  ineodcm 
cnmitu  cum  hundredo  dc  Salmanburr  ct  altis  pcrtincntibus  nuis, 
Ct  dc  Xavcncby  in  comitu  Lincoln,  cum  pertincntibua  sujs,  sine 
ntiquo  TCtcnrnicnto  Kabenda  ct  tt^ncnda  de  nobis  ft  h.Trt'dihus 
Qostris  prwdictis  abbati  ct  nioniichis  iinperpctuum,  adco  libera 
ct  quieta  sicut  tcnuerunt  WynehcUe  et  U  Itre,  mttnnc  donii' 
cionis  eis  factse  a  felicis  memoriiC  8anct»  Ednardo  ct  conocs- 
sionutn  ac  cotitirmacjonum  post  modutn  babitarum  n  Williplmo 
et  Henrico,  repbu*  Aii^liit-,  t\v-  ti-rrjl  Smninpes,  cum  omnibus 
appcmiiciis  sui*,  inter  qun;  repulnbuntur  Wyndiclse  ft  In  Kyu  in 
cujus  regis  Williclmi  Ciirtit  onlinrlunitur  htijuticnodi  libcrialis, 
videlicet,  quod  pr.'edicti  abbas  et  nionacUi  Fi»:hanipa;  habcant 
ternun  de  Staninge*,  cum  omnibus  omnnm  iippendiciia  mits,  ct 
cum  omnibos  lefnbux,  libertatibua  libcriK,  runauettidinibu&, 
quietiinciis,  plaritis,  querelis,  ct  ciuisis,  quK  sunt  vet  fonr  nOK- 
sunl,  absque  iiIlA  inquirtudinr,  diniiniilinne  ru|iiAlibct  scrulans 
veljudiciulis  potcstatis,  eiciit  res  ad  Kiscliiimpa- doiiiiiiictini  pi-r- 
lincntrs.  t^t  tpitxl  predicts  lerrn  cum  omnihuH  npprndiciif), 
pof>iw-si^ionibu8  ct  posaeKsoribua  suis  libera  sit  ct  quiotn  nb  omne 
consuetudine  lerrte  Te  servituUa  ct  ab  doniioatiouc  ct  aubjec- 
tlonc  Bnronuin.ot  principium,  et  omnium  alioriim.  Et  pne* 
dicli  abbas  et  monarbi  FischampK  et  eorum  ministri  habeant 
omneiD  rp|;iiim  libcrtat^m  el  consuetudinem  et  omncni  jus- 
tjciam  suain  de  omnibuH  rebus  et  m^^oliis  nuit^  in  tcrrd  en& 
«venieni  vel  polerunt  eveiiirc.  nee  aliqiiis  niai  per  eos  »e  indc 
intromittat,  quia  hoc  loium  re(rale  bcncficium  est,  ct  ab  oinue 
aen-ituie  qutetum,  et  quod  si  altquis  quicquum  contra  bujua- 
iDodi  con  erosion  em  pra--i>umHt,  ad  Fischnrapre  domitiicum  coac* 
IU8  luri  libriu  centum  pci?olv»t.  Uuarc  volumus  ct  Hrmitcr 
praecipimtiH  pm  mibis  ct  bscredibus  nostm,  qucid  proMlioli 
ubboB  ct  monacbi  Fiscbampiu  iiabeant  et  teneant  imperpttuum 
pnvdicu  mnncria  dc  Cbitcham  cum  hundredo  et  pertincntibua 
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•via,  Ac  Scloutr,  cum  hundredo  d«  Stlmanbuiy  et  peitinentibiu 
6UI9,  et  de  Navpneby  cum  omnibus  pcrtinvnubuN  siiis,  ct  ciini 
ouiaibua  It>^ibii8,  libenalibus,  libcns  consiieLudinibus,  quie> 
taDciiB,  placitie,  (jucrclia,  ct  caueis,  qiitc  sunt  rt  fore  poMunt, 
absque  tillfi  inqiiietiidine  et  dtminucione  cnjuslibct  soculam  Tel 
judicialis  potcstatis  eicut  res  ad  FischamfMc  dominicum  pcr- 
Cincntes ;  ct  quod  ea  inanenn  et  huodrcda  cuin  omnibus  po&scs- 
lionibiist.  posscssoribiis.  ct  pcrtincntibua  sua  libcrn  sint  et 
quicta  ab  omni  coiiauetudiiie  terra;  vc  scrvitutis  et  oidqi  doui- 
nncionc  ct  Hubjecliuiic  Baronum  ct  priucipitiiii,  ct  omnium 
■lionim,  Et  quod  iidcui  abbua  et  nionaclii  Fi»cbampie  et  eonim 
minUtri  babetiui  omnem  ri^iam  libcrtatctn>  et  cousuctudinetn 
et  amnem  ju&ticlam  suam  de  oniiiibiia  rebua  et  negotlis  (|UiP  in 
eisdem  niauiTiia  et  huiidredis  et  perlJnetilibus  suiavrcnivut  vd 
poteruiit  evctitrc,  di^-  ulitjuts  iiUi  |«.-r  «os  se  inde  tntromitial, 
quia  hoc  luluni  regale  beneficium  est,  etab  omiii  scrvilutc  quic- 
turn,  tiicul  ill  CurliK  prit-ilii-toruni  Siuieti  Kdwurdi,  \Vi)lit;lf 
Hcnrici  rvgum,  plcnius  continctur.  Si  vera  uliquis  contril 
prwdictam  donatnoiiein  el  confirmicioncm  nosiram  quicfguam 
pra-Kumpacril,  conetus  ad  FiHcliampa-  dominicum  tiun  libraa 
centum  prrRolvat.  Hiifl  lestibuR,  veneraliilibua  piitnbiia,  W. 
F.bor.  arcliicpiBcopo;  W,  VVynton  ct  P.  Hereford,  cpiccopu 
W.  eleeto  Surum,  It.  abbatc  Wcstm.,  D.  Comite  Coroul' 
fratre  nostro,  H.  Comite  Gloiic.  el  lledord,  S.  Comite  Levc 
per  d^  Sttbaudia,  J.  Mauntcl,j)nc[ioBito  Bcverlaccne,  IL  Passe* 
Icwc,  arch.  Lewens,  J.  de  Caxtoii,  W.  de  Cantelup,  R.  fil 
Kicholi,  B.  de  Cyrvyll,  J.  dc  Lexacton,  P.  Peyurc,  et  tie  Mus-^ 
SFpTos,  ct  aliis.  Datum  per  mantim  noslnm  apud  Windleaorea 
quinto  decimo  die  Mfiii,  aniiu  regiii  uoKlri  iriLcainiu  primo. 

"  Et  quia  jtm'dictiim  si|i;itliini  nostrum  iniitiitiiiii  chi,  cnrtam 
pnedictam,  de  verbo  sd  vcrbum,  innovari,  et  cam  impressiouc 
sigilli  nostri,  quo  nunc  uliiniir,  ad  iiifttniitiatn  pra;dictorum 
abbatia  et  monaeborum,  fecimUH  commitniri.  Hits  tedtibus, 
Rogero  de  Semeri,  Roberto  U'akraund,  WUIielmo  dc  Snncto 
Adomaro,  Roberto  Agulun,  Uobcrio  dc  Brvww,  Jotuuuie  d« 
la  Ljiide,  Willielmo  de  Aette,  Williclmo  ftflett,  Jobaiuie  de 
Turbelvyle,  It»d<i)|ili<)  de  Bulkcpltis,  ct  aliia  Diiluin  per 
maniim  iiostmm  upud  Salopiam  vieeximo  quinto  die  i^eptembrit, 
aauo  regiii  noiitn  quinqungeMmo  primo. 

"  Not  autem  tenoren  pni?dictns  nd  requi<iitionem  majoris  el 
COmmunitalut  villHr  de  llye  iluximus  cxrmpliKciiiiddN  iicr  iRv 
scnies.  Ill  ciijua  rei  testimonium  li»!iUtrrai<nn<itm<i  tirn  fccitnttil 
palcntes.  TcMto  iii<-  ipso  nimd  WcEtm.  quinto  die  Julji,  uudo 
rcgui  ttustri  vicestmu  secuaao. 
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Resumption  of  the  Tmcnt  of  Winchtttea  and  Rye,  hy  Henry  HI. 
Dated  May  15,  1^47.  ^ 

Traiiifalion. 

Henry,  by  (he  grace  of  fjud.  King  of  Knfrland,  the  third,  Lord 
of  Iri'lund,  Duke  of  Nurronndy  siid  Ai)uiUiiiii-,  «nd  Count  of 
Anjou.  To  all  archbishops,  bishops,  abbou,  priors,  enrk, 
barons,  ju»ticc«,  fthcritTi,  l'i)iTster>,  provustn,  minisU-rs,  iind  all 
hia  bHilitfs  iind  fuithful  subjects,  greeting:  Having  felt  it  our 
duly  to  look  with  the  {iri.-i)t>.-dt  cnre,  ixjt  only  to  tlic  fuithful 
govcrnuK-nt  of  our  kingtlotn,  but  also  lu  the  imtnincnt  perils 
thereof,  considering  on  nil  MfU-tt  the  state  of  onr  realm,  and 
chtcQy  iu  maritime  parts,  we  have  discovered  that,  by  the  mcana 
of  the  towns  of  VVinchelwa  and  Kye,  which  are  called  the  more 
ooblc  mcmbcra  of  our  Cinque  Ports,  which  huvc  hitherto  bcea 
held  by  tlic  alibot  and  niunks  of  Fiwhnnip,  to  whom  it  in  not 
allowed  to  fight  against  the  enemies  of  the  kingiloni  Mitli  miitc- 
ml  weapons,  it  Dii»ht  entnit  irrepnrabte  dninnge  on  lu  and  our 
Jieirs  iu  time  of  war,  provided  they  should  remain  in  the  hands 
of  the  said  abbot  and  monks;  wherefore,  by  the  advice  of  our 
council,  and  by  the  free  consent  of  the  said  abbot  and  monks  of 
Fischamp,  v:e  huvc  resumed  iiitu  our  uun  hniids  the  anid  towna 
of  Wiin-iieliea  and  Rye,  with  their  ports,  and  the  patronage  of 
their  churches,  and  with  the  fourth  part  of  the  Marsh  of 
^'ortbmarcys,  and  the  annual  payment  of  three  shillings  and 
iijne|>encc  frum  thence  arising;,  and  with  all  their  appurtenaiicca, 
under  the  control  of  us  and  our  heirs,  according  to  the  following 
bounds  of  Wiuchelseu,  vim.  nhcre  the  ttt  and  the  hiirbuur  siir- 
nnuid  the  town  of  Winchclsea,  as  far  as  to  the  Fee  ol  Gesl- 
lyngeft;  and  iiecordiii^  to  the  following  bounds  of  live,  vt/..  a« 
the  sea  flows  fnjcn  the  entrance  of  the  mill-streani  to  the  pro- 
perty of  JameH  de  Northey,  w  tint  all  the  water  on  cither  side 
iH-lutiga  to  the  said  town  of  Kyc,  and  thence,  as  the  king's 
highway  runs,  »s  far  hh  the  steps  which  are  on  the  property  of 
BricL-  I'almar,  and  from  the  aiiid  stcp^,  by  a  certain  footpath,  to 
the  laud  "f  the  h<»pilid  of  St  Bartholomew,  and  from  thence, 
tuvMirda  Ilic  west,  through  the  whole  leu<>th  of  the  land  oi  the 
said  hof^pital,  to  Oodeswell,  and  Ihence  nil  Blyke^hull,  as  far  a« 
the  cross  of  Ilerlyngdcn,  and  from  the  )>aid  cross  to  FingerliD, 
where  ia  a  eeriain  gut,  which  goes  tbruugli  the  middle  uf  the 
widl,  nnd  from  the  aaid  gut,  through  the  middle  of  Colemerali, 
to  where  d  certain  old  ditch  runs,  as  far  as  the  pru|M-rty  of 
\Villi:int  of  l^Ii}np;liiitn,  aiul  no  the  whole  length  of  the  aamc 
unto  the  sen.  Giving  and,  by  this  our  Charter,  cuntimiing 
uulo  the  said  abbot  timl  monks  of  Fiachamp,  for  us  and  our 
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heirs,  as  t  good  sad  BofficKot  exchange  Cor  tb«  mm]  towns  of 
WifM^Iwlnea  «nd  Rye,  with  th«r  aiipuneninces,  our  manors  of 
Chilccobtim,  in   the  rounty  of  Gloucester,  logetber   nith  tt 
hundred,  and  the  otlicr  appurtenances  thereof,  and  of  Scloutr,^ 
in  the  Mime  countv,  together  with  the  hundred  of  Salnuibiinr, 
and  the  oihrr  appurtenances  thereof;  and  also  of  Nai-etiebr.  id 
the  cntinly  of  Ljocaln,  with   its  appartcaaQees^  vilhuut  aav 
restraint,  to  be  had  and  to  be  held  of  as  and  our  heirs  hy  the 
aforcMiid  abbot  and  monks  of  iM&cbamn  for  ever,  a»  freely  and 
quietly  as  heretorure  ihey  have  hckl  Wincbehcs  and  l^^c, 
virtue  of  a  deed  of  gift  made  to  them  by  Saint  Edwud  of  blc 
mcmurr,  and  of  conceasioDS  and  confinDatioita,  alUr  the  < 
tomed  manner,  of  William  and  Henrr,  Innfisof  England,  of  I 
land  called  Stiinin)|^,  with  all  their  appendages,  among  which 
are  reckoned  VVinehelsea  and  Rve,  the  Uberties  of  which  are  set 
forth  in  the  Charter  of  King  WilltHm,  in  mniinrr  follcming,  viz. 
**  Tliat  Ihe  aforesaid   abbot  and  monks  of  f^achamp 
hold  the  land  of  Stuninjrt,  »iih  nil  its  appendages  ahogetl 
tnd  with  all  the  laws,  liberties,  free  customs,  qiiittanrcK,  pleas 
complaints,  ond  >uilx,  ubirh  itrc  or  may  he,  without  any  intci 
luptton   or  diminution   whatsoever  of  the   secular  or  judicii 
power,  re^rding  matters  appertaining  to  Ihe  lordship  of  Vi 
champ;  and  that  the  said  land,  with  all  its  apptinenaDC 
pn!ue3t»!ODa,  and  poB^vssors,  be  free  and  quit  of  all  cnstom  ol" 
laud  or  service,  and    from    all  poncr  of,  or  autgcctioo  to,  all 
barons,  princes,  and  others;  and  that  the  aforesaid  abbot  and 
monks  of  Ftschamp,  and  their  otficers,  should  havt:  oil  royal , 
liberty  and  custom,  and  all  their  forats  of  justice,  in  all  thini 
and  matters  of  business  which   may  or  can  arise  in  the  M» 
land,     ^or  shall  any  one  henceforth  be  suffered  to  enter  thi 
without  their  permission,  for  that  thii  is  a  jM-rlrrt  royal  imoin- 
nity,  aiid  is  quit  of  nil  service  ;  and  if  any  one  •-ho»oe»-er  shall 
presume  to  act  contrary-  to  this  grant,  he  shall  be  compelled  Mj 
pay  one  hundred  pounds  of  ^\d  to  the  lordship  of  Fischamp.- 
Wherefore  we  will  and  command,  for  ourselves  and  our  hcir«, 
that  the  aforesaid  abbot  and  oionka  of  Fiechamp   shall  have 
and  hold  for  ever  the  said  manor  of  Chileenbam,  with  the  hun- 
dred and  its  appurtenances  of  ^ciotitr,   with  ihc  hundred  of 
8alraanbufy,  and  it&  appurtenances,  and  aliui  of  Nuveneby,  ixith 
all  Its  appurtenances,  and  with  all  taws,  liberties,  free  eiistonia, 
quittances,  pleas,  complaints,  and  suits,  which  ore  and  may  be, 
without  any  iotcrruptioa  or  diminution  whatsoever  of  the  secu- 
tnr  or  judicial  power,  reearding  matters  appertainiac;  to  the 
lordship  of  l-i^chnmp  ^  mna,  thst  the  said  manors  and  hundreds, 
with  all  their  possessions.  pos<)esHtir9,  and  appurtenanoea,  bC{ 
free  and  quit  of  all  custom  of  land  and  of  service,  and  from 
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potrrr  of,  and  subjection  to,  all  bnrons,  princes,  and  others. 
And  that  itiu  Mui  iibbot  and  monks  of  Fischamp,  and  their 
otliccrs,  nhaH  have  all  roynl  lihcrly  and  custom,  and  all  their 
forimt  of  justice,  in  all  things  and  all  matter*  of  business 
whicb,  in  the  said  manors  and  hundreds,  and  their  appurte- 
nances, may  or  can  arise ;  nor  shall  any  one  henceforth  be  suf- 
fered to  enter  there  without  their  permission,  for  that  this  is  a 
perfect  royal  immunity,  and  is  cpiil  of  all  service,  as,  in  the 
Charters  of  the  aforesaid  kinj^it,  Saint  Rdward,  Williain,  and 
Henry,  more  fully  is  contained.  If,  indeed,  any  une  whosoever 
shall  presume  to  act  contrary  to  our  afftrcftaid  gift  iind  conlirma- 
tion.  he  shall  be  com|>clied  to  i»ty  one  hundn-d  jinunds  of  gold 
to  the  lordship  of  Fischarap.  Witnesa  these,  the  vcnrmblc 
fathers,  Williatn,  archbishop  of  Yurii,  Willium  of  Winchester, 
and  P.  of  Hereford,  bi^hopa ;  William,  elect  of  Salis^bury, 
Kabert,  abiwt  of  Westminster,  D.  Earl  ofCornwnll,  our  brother, 
Richard.  Karl  of  Glouc<?ster  and  Ilcrpfitrd,  Simon,  I'-nrl  n( 
Leicester  |ier  do  Subaudia,  J.  Mauiitcl,  master  of  Uevcrlcy,  R. 
Passclcivp,  Arch.  Letren!),  J.  dc  Cnxton,  W.  de  Cantclup,  R. 
«on  of  Xicholas,  B.  dc  Cyrvyll,  J.  dc  Lcxacton,  P.  Pcyurc  el  de 
Musse|tros  and  otheni. 

Oivcn  by  "ur  hmid,  at  Windsor,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  .\lay, 
in  the  thirty-first  year  of  our  rcii;n. 

Here  ends  the  deed  by  virtue  of  which  Henry  III  gave  the 
inanora  of  Chilcenhani  and  ^cluulr,  in  Ulnucc»tcrshire,  and  the 
manor  of  Navcncby,  in  Lincolnshire,  to  the  abbot  andninnks  of 
f  isdiamp,  in  cxchan;^  for  the  towns  of  Wiiichelsea  and  Kyr* 
It  has  generally  been  hitherto  considered  that  Henry  took  thene 
ton'ns  into  his  own  hands  in  consequence  of  ibr«c  friars  alien 
carrrint;  information  to  hia  enemies  of  the  secret  affairs  of  hia 
kingdom!  Whether  such  was  the  ease  nc  cannot  iuiy  ;  hut  the 
Teason  here  as»i;>ucd  is,  that  the  nbbnt  and  monks  were  furbidden 
to  take  up  arms  in  defence  of  the  realm,  and  hence  these  towns 
mi^ht  be  attacked,  and  not  have  wherewithal  to  protL*cI  them- 
selves 'litis  deed  moreover  recites,  thiit  the  exchange  naa 
elfccted  uith  ihcirfrL'c  will  and  cunst^nt. 

The  following  pnrt,  uhich  beant  diiW  September  25th,  1361), 
merely  relates  lu  the  rewriting  of  the  C'harlef.for  the  cause  there 
assigned.  The  words  are  the-se :  "  And  because  our  aforesaid 
sejl  hat  l-*cen  chanacd,  the  aaid  Chnncr  lins  been  written  over 
uatn  verbatim,  and  we  have  catisrd  the  same  to  be  sealed  with 
Ue  teal  whicb  we  now  use,  at  the  request  of  the  said  abbot  and 
monka  of  Fifwhamp.  AVitness  these  :  Kuger  de  Scmeri, 
Robert  Walcruutid,  William  Suint  iVdomar,  Robert  AbuIuu, 
Robert  de  nrywe^i,  John  of  Lyndc,  Wiiliacn  of  .\etto,  William 
Bclett,  John  of  Turbclvylle,  Radolph  ofBulkcpos,  and  othcn. 
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Giren  with  our  band,  at  Shrcwsbgry,  the  menty-fiiU)  day  t>( 
September,  in  ihe  fiftv-firet  rear  of  our  mgn." 

To  uiidcmand  tbc  concludio);  portk)a»  it  nsuBt  tic  Wmc  in 
Blind  that  the  whole  of  ifaic  dociuaetiC  il  an  ciomplitiraitt^n  of 
the  oriffinal  frrant,  which  seems  to  have  been  given  at  the  rc- 
qitrst  uf  the  mayor  and  commotialty  of  Rye.  by  aooiber  King 
Henry,  and  whom  wc  suppose  to  have  been  Henry  VI.  because 
neither  Henry  IV  norVreipiedso  long  as  ^'2  years.  Thewventb 
and  cifihtb  Henry  certainly  each  reigned  as  loDg>  but  as  there 
are  documetits  in  existeiice  to  show  that  the  sixth  hnd  other 
busiaess  of  momcDl  »ilb  the  town  of  Rye.  we  do  not  litsilatc  to 
attribute  this  lu  hitn.  The  wunis  are  the»e,  viz.  '*  Wc  have 
likewise  direetcd  that  the  aforesaid  order  be  excmpUtied  through 
these  presents,  at  the  request  of  Uic  majwr  and  comtnonaUy  of 
the  town  of  Rye.  In  witness  whereof  we  haveeaused  these  our 
letters  to  be  made  |)aient.  Witness  mynrir,  at  Westminster, 
till'  fifth  day  of  July,  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  our  reign.'' 
The  date  of  this,  then,  is  July  5,  1414.  In  the  preamble  to  this 
document,  as  issued  by  Henry  VI,  but  which  wc  have  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  iiiwrt  here,  the  king  orders  that  tlie 
orifrittal  should  be  searched  for,  and,  when  found,  should  be 
copied,  and  this  exphiins  the  words,  "  tbc  nfor«'»aid  order." 

It  is  very  ditlicult  (not  to  say  im|>os»ible)  In  point  to  the  pre- 
cise period  when  the  sea  first  began  to  retire  from  the  parts 
adjacent  to  the  town  of  Kye;  but  us  this  document  is  the  ear^ 
liest  we  have  seen  having  any  precise  reference  to  its  boiiodaries, 
it  may  be  as  well  to  spend  a  little  time  in  a  careful  examinarioa 
of  them,  M  here  set  forth.  And  here,  at  the  wry  outset,  lite 
question  arises,  when  were  these  the  boundaries?  Were  they 
in  exi>itencc  at  the  time  of  ihu  nri^iiiul  grunt  made  to  the  abbey 
of  l-ischnmp  by  Edward  the  Confessor,  or  only  at  the  period 
of  ihe  rp.siimption  by  Henry  111?  In  the  first  ca^e  they  must 
be  dated  some  time  between  1041  and  I06tij  the  duration  of 
Edward  s  reign,  and,  in  the  second,  in  1247,  making  a  difference 
of  nearly  2IMJ  years.  In  the  description  of  Staning»,  as  said  to 
be  given  in  King  William's  Charter,  no  houndnTirn  are  defined^ 
otily  the  various  richts  and  privileges  arc  mentioned,  which  arc 
conveyed  to  the  abl>4itiind  monks  with  the  iuuii»of  Winchebca 
and  Rye.  Not  having  met  with  any  account  of  lands  inclosed 
lieiir  live  earlier  than  tlie  year  1332,  ivc  vunnot  bring  our  mind 
to  the  belief  that  these  boundaries  couhl  |M}ssibly  have  existed 
in  the  time  uf  the  Confessor,  though  we  »rc  willinu  !<■  allow  tltey 
inny,  or,  more  pnipcrly,  must  have  ilonc  s«i  previously  to  1247, 
beenu<>e  the  kin^  then  stalca  that  he  retiinic^,  among  other 
lliing?«,  the  fourth  jiart  of  the  Marsh  of  Northmnrcys,  and  Ihe 
annual  pajrmcnt  ol  three  sliillings  nnJ  ninc[>enc«  from  thence 
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orisiiig.  Before  proceeding  farther,  wc  must  premise  ihat, 
whether  ^«  lifid  de^ridfd  on  lakiitgs  llie  earlu'r  date  ur  the  later 
date,  in  i-iilier  cisc  the  bounds  nxaigned  to  Winchrlsra  were 
those  of  the  old  and  not  of  t)ic  new  town,  hecause  (h4-  ffraiit  for 
kuildinf!  the  hitter  »v«s  not  made  until  the  vh-vciith  year  of  the 
reign  of  Kdward  I,  a.i>.  1'J8J,  whioh  w«ft  nearly  lorty  Tears 
aftvr  the  tlitte  of  ihe  rc^iiinptton  of  Ilcnrj'  III. 

And  now  tn  reiiirn  to  the  boundaries  of  Kye,  which  are  these : 
"  As  the  s(-it  llowit  from  the  entrance  of  the  mill-stream,  as  far 
,pB  the  property  of  iTanieii  de  Norihey,  so  thnt  nil  the  water  on 
Vthcr  dde  htlon^x  to  the  »nid  town  of  Hyc,  nnd  ihcncc,  where 
Ihc  kind's  highniiy  runs,  as  far  hs  to  llic  steps  which  nre  on  the 
lands  of  Hncc  I'nimar,  and  from  the  said  steps,  by  a  certain 
footpath,  to  the  land  of  the  hoApital  of  Saint  Bartholomew,  and 
from  thence,  lowards  the  nost,  through  the  whole  letifiih  of 
the  land  of  the  said  hospital,  to  UodesMcIl,  and  thence  alt 
BlykuMhuIl,  as  far  us  the  cross  of  Herlyni!<lcn,  and  from  the 
aaid  eross  to  Fin^^rlin,  where  is  a  cerlatii  giit,  nhieh  goes 
thruuph  the  middle  of  the  wall,  and  from  the  snid  put,  through 
tlie  middle  of  Colemersh,  to  vliere  a  certain  old  ditch  runs,  aa 
far  as  the  land  of  ^Villiain  of  Behyni^ham,  and  so  tbruugli  the 
whole  length  of  the  same  unto  the  sea." 

The  French  [irovcrh  says,  "  Cest  le  premier  p«»  qui  coftte.V 
It  is  the  first  sK^p  ^ihich  pi'estfiii't  llic  greatest  ditlicully,  and 
Ihia  being  got  over,  the  remainder  of  tlic  road  is  easy.  And 
thus  it  ia  with  uti;  if  we  can  make  good  our  first  step,  and 
dearly  define  our  starting-point,  wc  may  he  able  to  describe 
with  tolerable  aeciiracy  the  rcmaininic  parts  of  our  boundary. 
This  startinK-poinl  then  is,  where  "  the  seit  flows  from  the 
entrance  of  the  mill'Strcam.*'  We  nhall  have  oeeasinn  to  see, 
aswc  proceed,  thnt  iho  hinds  which  lie  h[  ihv  north  of  the  town 
were  originally  all  known  hy  the  one  general  name  of  North 
Marxh  ;  and  in  Uifiti  wc  ishuU  find  the  neslrrri  hounclnry  to  hv. 
"  the  Rca-hank  called  McUIet,"  Now  Melflct  we  consider  to  be 
tantnmoniil  to  mill-pond;  us  thus,  ntelin,  Welch,  iiliaa  British, 
a  mill,  and  llete,  from  tlcol.Sax.,  a  hay,  whence  a  Oi-cl,  in  some 

tarts  of  liriglnnd,  -signifies  to  this  day  "  a  channel  filled  by  tiic 
igh  tide,  hut  left  very  shallow  and  narrow  ut  low  water."  Thus 
the  boundary  then,  a»  now,  waa  the  bank  on  the  west  v  Inch 
wc  rati  the  Lrcsham  Wall,  but  which  was  formerly  named  the 
Mill-pond  Konlc.  Thua,  then,  we  may  eunelude  that  on  the 
west  side  of  Leeshum  Wall  was  a  mill-pond,  where  the  milUitttlis 
now  arc,  and  cxtendinj;  across  to  the  opposite  foot  of  Cad- 
horou)fh  ClitT,  which  was  then  the  Innd  of  Jnnu'it  dc  NortUvy. 
U  must  be  reculleoted  also,  ihat  at  this  spot  the  stream  of  the 
Tiltingham  must  ba.vc  alwaya  found  its  cotraacc  into  the  sea. 
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and  bence  ]cnt  its  aid  lo  fbnntoe  the  nuU-strvam-  Amuni 
tiita  first  Bt«pto  be  eoncet,  we  foUaw  the  wnla  nmni)  the 
•outtu  anil  ra»t  side*  of  t)ir  town  to  tlic  imrth-rasif  wWrr 
So«i'd  close  to  the  kiiii^'s  hi^ihiTajr,  irhich  then  vrs,  m  it  noV 
ia,  ihe  road  leading  up  ICtc  hill,  (br  lo«e»t  point  of  wliich  was 
tJien  where  the  ivo  roads  (ibe  militarr  and  the  nirnpike)  dow 
meet,  close  hy  the  old  tumpikp-gnle  house,  wlirre  It  u  tttill 
plain  to  be  wen  tlist  the  clitf  above,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Gallovs  Bank,  ended  ;  while  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  road 
cominriiccfl  ilic  mount  wliirh  still  {rives  its  nami'  In  the  prouod 
in  which  it  itAnds,  and  to  llie  houxe  nliich  i*  situati.-d  themn, 
the  furnier  being  called  Mount  Field  and  the  latter  MountScld 
House.  It  must  be  recollected,  that  Itye  hill  vas  not  in  ihOM 
early  days,  oor  for  a(^  afterwards,  a  smooth  turn  pike-road  ;  but 
B  deep,  hollow,  dirty  lane^  a  kind  of  ravine  belneen  two  lofty 
bank*,  formed  orij^oalty,  as  many  roads  were,  by  the  flowinfj 
of  the  ninter  torrem^,  and  thus  it  became  necessary  to  have 
atcpit  in  tlit-fte  banks,  to  enable  persons  to  get  into  the  foot- 
patiia  on  the  top  of  them,  and  which  were  much  better  atlapletl 
for  walktn)^  than  tbe  main  road  ImIuw.  After  pr(K:eediii|,f  a 
short  distance  from  the  foot  of  the  hill,  the  jtaascnfccr  might  see 
tbenc  stcpK,  nhich  he  aticencled,  and  found  hiin-nelf  in  the  lands 
of  Brice  Palmar,  on  the  w»t  side  of  the  highway.  Here  be 
walked  norths  nrd  on  n  footpath  until  he  came  to  a  spot  n&v 
called  Deadmaii's  Lane,  but  which  then  did  not  exist,  the  upper 
field  running  down  in  one  gradual  »lope  over  this  lane  into 
Mountticld,  the  Inoc  having  since  been  worn  down  below  the 
original  Hurface  by  continunl  use.  This  point  is  elnirly  dellned 
by  our  being  (old  that  the  boundary  ran  "  from  thence  towards 
the  west  through  the  whole  length  of  the  land  of  the  honpitnl 
of  St.  Bartliolomcw  to  Dodcswell."  We  learn,  moreover,  that 
here  was  the  honpilal,  of  which  no  remains  ure  now  visible. 
Dodcswell  is,  according  to  tradition,  the  old  name  of  Queen 
Elizahelb'6  Well,  which  latter  it  o&sumcd  from  the  circumstance 
of  her  Majesty  having  tasted  its  waters,  and  it  ties  west  from 
the  apot  wc  have  tnenlioned.  Thus  far,  we  think^our  boundary 
is  pretty  clearly  marked  out ;  hut  beyond  the  well  our  course 
is  more  ditttciilt.  However,  let  us  proceed.  "  All  BIykeshull ;" 
our  road  must  Uo  either  along  the  brow  of  the  lull,  wlurh  is  on 
,  the  north  of  Love  Lane,  or  at  the  foot  of  it,  through  iht»  lane. 
Had  the  word  been  "  Blylccshill,"  we  should  iinhcsitutinclT 
bavG  gone  along  the  brow  of  tlie  hill;  but  being  "  Hlyl<ealiuU, 
wc  arc  inclined  to  keep  below,  ennjecturing  that  hull  may  be 
inicmicd  to  signify  hole,  from  hulc,  .Scotch.  Tbtm  we  murt 
suppose  there  wiui  n  awsmpy  hole  between  the  well  and  the 
aoutb-east  comer  of  the  hill-foot,  whence  the  bounds  ran  to  ''  the 
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cross  of  Herl>-Dgden,  and  from  the  aojd  cross  to  Fingcriin/'  and 
when  arrived  «E  the  l»IIrr,  we  shall  au)>poAe  vre  Are  nt  (he  ivckU 
cm  cxlrtmity  ol'  the  lane,  but  ut  same  distuncL-  lo  thrsituth  of 
it,  hccHUse  ue  have  to  Hn<l  a.  vnW,  ihniiigh  thr  middle  of  nhich 
rail  a  gut,  nnd  this  would  iniplv  ihcrc  wa*  some  inclovcd  ground 
bcltvfcn  the  Tout  of  the  hill  and  the  »tiid  wall,  Xow  wc  find 
thiit  tlkv  king  rc«umi-d  from  the  itlibot  nnd  monks  "  the  fourth 
part  of  the  Marsh  of  .Norlhrnarrvs,  nnd  ihc  annual  payDicRt  of 
j>.  i}ii.  from  thvitcc  arisinj^.  Thus  there  must  have  been  a 
marsh  in  existence,  and  we  are  not  sure  that  the  Marsh  of 
Nortbmni<eyti  may  not  menn  the  marxh  called  North  Mar^h;  or 
it  may  sifrnify  the  Miirsh  of  North-Mary  or  North-Mary  Marsh; 
for  some  of  the  corporation  marshes  here  situated  are  called  St.  i 
Mary's  MarshcB.  At  all  event?,  here  waa  a  marsh,  and  through  | 
the  bnnb  or  wall  of  it  was  a  gut,  from  which  the  boundary-  ran  ^ 
throuKh  "  the  middle  of  Colenicrsh  ;"  l)Ut  where  was  Colcmcrsh? 
Can  the  presenl  I'olc  or  Poll  Marsh  be  theColemer*h  of  1247? 
\^'c  will  not  assert  that  it  was;  but  ue  think  the  hounds  must 
have  run  in  this  directiun.  and  hence  hiive  |tn)t<«pd  nlimg  where 
"a  certain  old  ditch  runs,  as  far  as  the  land  of  William  of  Kchyng- 
ham.  nnd  so  th«  whole  lenf;th  of  the  same  unto  the  eea,"  sjid 
which  would  terminate  somewhere  not  far  from  the  mill-stream 
from  which  we  first  started. 

Ha\  tiiff  thus  described  the  boundaries  as  correctly  as  we  can, 
Hc  uill  next  fiivc  Dugdulc's  urcoiuit  of  the  emhnnkmetu  of  the 
marshes  on  tlie  land  or  north  aide  of  the  town  of  Rye,  and 
which  is  this : 

"fiKdwardlll,  a. D.  1.132.  Thomas  de  Faversham,  Richard 
de  Groshcst,  and  KoUn  dc  itatoille  w«rc  commisxioaed  to  vicv 
the  hanks  in  Xortli  Marsh,  nenr  Rye." 

Thuswc  sec  thiit  hanks  hiid  bec"  creeled  l.crc  prcviouBly  to 
13:i:j,  and  therefore  «(>me  part  of  the  marsh  might  have  been 
already  iticlos<-d  in  I247. 

Againi'MORdwardlll.A.D.  \^(i.  Ralph S|M^melI,  Robert 
Bealknapp,  Andrcn-  dc  Ouldeford,  and  oibera,  were  assigned 
to  view  nnd  rc|>nir  those  marshes  within  ihc  liberty  of  the  town 
of  Rye  towards  the  east,  unto  ihc  king's  bi(;bway,  which  leadeth 
from  riaden  to  Kye,  and  towards  the  south  lo  ilie  said  town  of 
Rye,  and  towards' the  west  to  the  aea-hank  called  Meltlet,  and 
towards  the  north  to  the  lands  which  are  called  Bemardcshill 
from  Kyngawyst." 

We  may  obecrve  that  now,  in  the  reigo  o)  Edward  III, 
the  sea  had  been  excluded  from  all  the  morslies  on  the  north, 
or  land  side  of  the  town,  and,  consi'CjutMiily,  it  was  here  exposed 
10  the  inroads  of  its  enemies.  Thus,  deprived  of  its  natural 
defeaces,  it  became  necessary  to  provide  artitictal  ones ;  there- 
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fore,  this  monarch  uow  completed  what  his  predecessor;' 
Richnrd  I,  bad  be^nin.  In  Hultaiid't;  translation  of  Caradi-o's 
'  BHtnanin  Aiiliqiui,'' 1607,  «-c  find  the  fullowinj;  woriU,  ^iJ[  : 
"  Kiii-r  Kdward  III  walled  it  IJ.  e.  Itvf)  wlierelhe  i-IitT*  defended 
it  Dot."  TliiN  NtiitemeiitorC-amdeii  hast  hecii  murU  con iro verted, 
and.  He  are  fref^  lo  confess,  thut  we  ounulvuK  hiTetulurc  doubled 
the  coirectneas  of  it ;  liut  then  ne  \itt<\  not  aeen  the  grant  of 
Richard  I,  which  has  been  since  broti;!ht  to  ligtit,  aud  whence 
it  is  clc-nr  that  ihifl  tatter  nioiiareh  walled  the  tone  on  (he  sea- 
BJdc,  "in  locia  uccessuriis,"  tluit  is,  in  the  places  where  tt 
requisite  ;  the  chief  of  which  Heemi  to  have  been  on  the 
ajid  north-east  sidts,  "  where,"  Jeakc  says,  "by  the  flux 
reflux  of  the  tides,  have  been  washed  away  some  streets,  tb 
BBildiiig^'s  Gale,  aiu)  wall  Ituding  thvrL-rrom  to  the  Land  Gate.*' 
The  town  notr  being  eompletelv  defended  on  all  sides,  and  ex- 
iendiii)r  over  thtt  hirgesiKupcrticics  which  it  c^er  coutjuiicd,  roaj 
fairlj  be  considered  08  having  reached  its  highest  point  nf  pr 
pcrity.  Mild  thcrt-fore  seemR  lo  di-mnml  tbui  wc  >hoidJ  vnt 
into  a  miniilr  cxumlnutton  both  of  its  internal  and  rxirmal 
Slate  at  this  period.  If  we  turn  our  sti-iw  towards  the  tiorth- 
eist  angle  of  the  town,  wc  shnll  plainly  sec  that  tlic  did  still 
extends,  in  this  part,  to  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  thirty 
feet  from  the  eastern  tower;  and  if  wc  direct  our  cres  firom 
thence  in  ii  etrai^hl  hne  towards  the  south,  we  shall  lind  it  cuts 
an  angle  a  htllc  to  the  westward  of  the  bathing- house,  and 
alone  this  th«  cUfI' ori»innlly  cxteniU-d,  for.  even  at  this  day, 
some  large  fraptncnts  of  roclc  arc  visible  in  the  channel  at  the 
Fish-market,  %vhile  the  traditionary  accounts  handed  down  from 
generation  to  gc-»vrution,  and  still  repeated  by  the  old  Inhn* 
hiumts  of  the  town,  assert  that  this  line,  in  former  times,  was 
the  boundary  on  the  r«»tcrn  side.  On  this  cliff  was  ereclcd 
the  wall  of  "  stone  and  mortar,"  agreeably  lo  the  Charter  of 
Richard  I,  and  towards  its  southern  extremity  stood  the  Bad. 
ding's  Gate,  of  which  wc  shall  apeak  more  hereafter.  Fmm  this 
Bouth-eist  angle  to  the  south-west,  all  along  the  south  front, 
the  clifls  extended  out  much  farther  than  they  do  at  present ; 
as  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that,  in  the  meuiorv*  nf  many  nii'n 
now  living,  the  channel  which  conducted  the  wiiters  fn'm  the 
Strand  In  the  Kish- market  ran  from  a  spot  known  by  the  name 
of  "  The  Edward's  Dock,"  across  the  two  toarshe!>  there  sitiiatMl, 
through  the  site  on  vi  hicli  tlie  bathinK-housc  now  stands ;  and 
litis  channel  was  called  th«  "  Rock  Channel,"  from  the  onme- 
roiu  rocks  and  stones  which  were  found  tlierv.  We  have  he 
ft  shipowner  *ay  that  he  himself  had  a  vessel  once  get  ngrour 
on  a  rock  near  the  bathing-house;  and  the  younger  Jcake,  ia 
hia  '  Diary,'  informs  us  that,  on  Nov.  7tb,  ItiiNI,  "  there  was  a 
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terrible  storm  at  noiith-east,  in  the  nooo-tide,  n-hen  White's 
vessel  broke  loose,  and  ran  a|»ainet  a  rock  atnmig  lh«  Barham 
rocks  in  llic  harbour,  and  broke  a  bole  in  her  side."  Tlievv 
rucks  were  most  probably  in  ibis  channt^l ;  for  there  are  none 
lower  down  in  the  harbour,  and  the  south-east  wind  blew  di- 
rectly into  it.  P^rom  the  prei^eiu  tool  of  the  clltT,  ut  the  bottom 
of  the  tiitn  Gardeo  steps,  to  the  ohginnl  eastern  extremity  of 
it,  as  iiidk-aled  ubovei  is  a  distance  of  about  two  hundml  and 
fifty  feet;  while  the  Houth  cliff  must  have  extended  out  about 
one  hundred  fe«i  beyond  its  jirvacnt  buae.  'Hie  ctifT  on  the 
aouth  and  south-west  sidca  of  (he  town  was  siiHicientlj-  (it<*Pi> 
and  ubru|)t,  wk  appreliend,  to  form  a  defcni'C  niihuut  uny  arli- 
tieial  aid.  But  Iroin  this  laiit  nuiut  forliftealiuns  nun  became 
n«oouuy,on(l  accordingly  they  here  coninkenced  with  (he  Strand 
gate,  which  consisted  of  a  stone  arch  with  u  wooden  gate, 
studiU-d  with  iron  nails,  having  neiLlier  portcullia  or  flunking 
towers.  Hence  the  wall  run  on  the  west  »dc  to  the  nurlb-wesit 
comrr,  when  it  continued  alt  idung  the  north  side,  until  it 
joined  tlie  north  or  I.und  gutc,  a  very  maxBy,  substnntkl,  and 
lofty  piece  of  mtisonry,  hnviiig  n  large  round  tower  on  either 
side,  pierced  with  loopholes  upwards,  for  the  diM-'hnrgc  of  ar- 
rows, and  towards  the  bottom  with  embriuures  tor  cannon, 
which  now  began  to  be  in  use.  Besides  the  atronjr  wooden 
doors,  studded  u-ith  naiU,  this  gnteway  had  a  portriillis.  while  on 
the  western  lower  stood  a  small  watch-tower,  (or  iho  con- 
veoicnei!  of  a  look-out  to  descry  Uie  approach  of  nn  enemy. 
About  (wo  hundred  feet  to  tbc  eastward  of  the  north-west  angle 
on  the  north  face  of  the  wall,  stood  a  bastion,  having  embrasures 
for  cannon,  the  same  as  the  Land  Gate  towers.  Ac  the  bottom 
of  the  Conduit  Hill  was  a  pustvrn  gale,  for  the  ingreM  and 
egreiis  of  foot-passengers.  The  wall  on  the  north  and  part  of 
the  west  side  was  further  defended  with  a  fosse,  or  ditch ;  but 
as,  under  (he  head  of  Antiquitieii,  in  a  future  ehapter,  we  have 
giren. minute  ^ticulars  of  this  and  other  {joints,  we  shall  add 
no  more  on  this  bead  here. 

\Vc  have  no  data  to  guide  us  lo  Ibc  precise  year  hi  whicli 
Edward  III  issued  his  grnnt  to  the  mayor  arid  B:u-(ins  of  Itye, 
allowing  them  to  fortify  their  loxxi  on  the  land  side,  hut  we  ap- 
prehend it  must  have  been  at  an  early  part  of  hi^  reign,  for 
though  tlic  exact  boundurie.t  of  the  North  Martb  are  not  given 
until  the  fortieth  year  of  it,  yet  wc  have  seen  that  it  must  have 
been  inclosed  previously  to  the  atxth,  for  at  this  time  a  commis- 
sion was  issited  for  viewing  the  banks  of  it.  Hence  the  town 
was  in  an  <>X|iotted  stale  at  the  very  coinnieneemenl  of  bis 
reign  ;  and  when  wc  consider  in  what  di-speriile  wars  this  mo- 
narch was  engaged,  lirst  with  the  Scots,  and  alleru  iird»  with  the 
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French,  and  bow  in  ilie  tenth  year  of  it  **  the  n»ry  of  the  Poru, 
tofEether  with  other  vessels  taken  up  for  that  service,  under  the 
oommand  of  Geoffrey  de  Say,  admiral  of  tl»e  aea  from  ihe  mouth 
of  the  TTiamcs  tn  ihc  southern  and  western  [wrta,  drfended  the 
ScaK,  and  htndcn^d  the  l)riii<!tii^  nf  Kiircour*  fnim  torrign  parts  to 
the  king's  cnrmics  in  Scotluiitl,"  as  i|uotcd  by  Jcake  from  the 
RolU  of  Scotland,  we  may  fairly  concltide  that  the  ncccsMry 
work  of  walling  the  town  was  not  loii^  neglected.  That  such 
VM  the  case  may  receive  some  confirmation  fr.>m  the  xrant 
which  this  monarch  maiJc  (o  the  mayor,  bailiffs,  and commonatty 
of  the  town  of  Rye,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  reign,  a.d,  13fi?, 
of  alt  the  profits  of  the  hniliwiek  of  the  town,  and  eight  pounds 
out  of  the  manor  of  Iden.  in  aid  of  their  repairinf;  the  walls, 
fosses,  gates,  and  mils  in  and  about  the  town.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  tnill,  already  alluded  to,  we  should  hardly  chink 
there  was  any  other  building  without  the  walls. 

And  now,  having  carefully  inspected  the  exterior,  let  us  enter 
the  interior  of  the  town.  To  do  this  with  the  best  effwt,  we 
must  ret|iicst  our  readers  to  accompany  us  to  the  I^nd  Gate, 
when,  if  they  stand  on  the  norlb  or  outer  side  of  it,  and  look  in 
a  stnii^ht  line  ihrouf^h  ic  under  the  centre  of  the  oreh,  ih^ 
cannot  fail  to  perceive  that  the  present  rotid  into  rhe  town  makea 
an  abnipt  turn  to  the  right,  and  runs  close  to  the  very  edpe  of 
the  clitf,  which  ia  not  likely  to  have  been  il«  direction  when  the 
gate  was  oripinRlly  erected.  On  the  other  hand,  they  will  per- 
ceive that  the  straiEht  line  runs  south  to  the  bnthin;*  house, 
and  here,  according  to  tradition,  ran  a  street  parallel  ntih  the 
eastern  wjill,aud  which  is  moreover  said  to  have  borue  the  iianie 
of  East  street:  and  Jeakc,  as  already  shown,  tells  ua  also  thul 
iCHiie  streets  have  been  washed  away  on  this  side.  This  street 
then  extended  from  the  Land  Gate  to  the  southern  extremity 
of  the  wall,  and  tonards  the  end  it  was  cut  at  rij^it  nn^lcs  by 
another,  which,  at  the  upper  or  southern  part  of  the  tuwn,ran 
from  west  to  cast.  Commencin);  on  the  west  side,  at  aspot  for* 
meHy  called  the  West,  now  the  Green  Olifij  it  ran  eaatuanl 
until  it  reached  the  south  wcet  corner  of  the  churchyiird,  and 
up  to  this  point  was  prubalilv  then,  as  now,  called  the  Wntch- 
bell  street ;  from  thi*  pDint  H  exti-nded  along  the  south  side  of 
the  churchyard,  and  thence  straight  forwaixl  tlirouj^b  the  ground 
on  which  now  sUnd  some  cottages,  near  the  Wenleyan  chapel, 
into  Raat  street,  and  in  the  wall  faang  the  end  of  it  stood  the 
Radding's  Gate.  l^rom  the  end  of  WatchMI  street  tn  ita 
e&ttern  extremity  tim  part  was  called  Baddinji^'s  street,  which  it 
derived,  we  suppose,  from  a  fiiinily  of  thiji  name,  «'hich  was  of 
flnme  discinetitin  in  the  reijin  of  Krlwnnl  111  lif  not  before),  be- 
cause the  second  tuime  on  the  list  of  rcprcacntatires  M  that  time 
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is  Baikltng.  nnd  wc  Snd  it  continues  at  intervals  down  as  low 
a*  lilt;  ix-ijrii  of  Henry  IV,  a.o.  1-J07.  The  wenlcm  eml  of  thLi 
btmrt  took  its  namr  from  a  wiitcli-b^ll  vrhicb  «'»»  formerly  »us- 
pend«<l  there,  and  wrhich  was  ruug  for  the  puqMM'  of  calling 
llir  inhabitants  together  oq  the  a[ipri>iu:h  of  nn  enemy  or  «ny 
uthtr  great  public  emergency.  iVe  may  further  ob»*r\'c  thw. 
the  narrow  street  on  ilie  SDUtli  of  the  churchyard  is  still  par- 
tinlly  kiiowH  by  the  name  of  Badding's  streeL  DcMcennine 
from  this  to  the  norlli  wag  .ti^ii  uiiotber  ruiininf^  nearly  parallel 
witb  it.  This  commenced  immediately  on  your  riiihl  hand 
a»  jou  enter  thi^  Strand  (jiiir,  Hscendcd  tlie  nhrupl  acclivity 
called  tilt'  Strand  Hilt,  niu^sed  up  the  Mermaid  street,  crossed 
Middle  street,  and  nui  direcllv  thrungh  into  the  Market  street, 
and  beucc  continued  in  n  nlraight  course  into  KivH  street.  The 
Meniiaid  Mirevt  is  a  very  old  one,  and  w«h  formerly  the  prin- 
ci[inl  in  the  town,  having  then  betn  railed  Middle  street.  The 
present  Market  street  wa«,  in  the  time  ol"  Jeake,  known  by  the 
name  of  tlic  Butchery,  and  this  it  retnincd  down  as  hitc  m  the 
end  of  the  seventeenth  century,  if  not  later.  Through  the  ground 
between  the  Middle  and  Market  street,  on  which  bcuises  are 
now  erected,  ran  a  koL-,  even  in  the  memory  of  men  still  living. 
In  IGG'J  this  was  called  the  Vicarajrt-  lane,  from  its  ritiiain;;  ai 
the  back  of  this  residence.  Still  descending  the  declivity  of'the 
litll  wc  come  to  a  third  street,  which  e>immiMieed  at  tlic  Slnmd 
<iatc  and  took  a  winding  course  through  the  Miti I  and  High 
•trcet  to  the  East  CItff,  where,  instead  of  turning,  as  now 
abruptly  to  the  north  out  to  the  Land  Gate,  it  kept  directly  nn 
into  Host  street,  and  in  1567,  according  to  the  foltoning  docu- 
ment, was  turned  in  the  present  (hrection  : 

"  Know  ye,  preiieni  and  future,  tlial  1,  John  Fordc,  of  the 
town  of  Rye.  within  the  Cinque  Ports,  yeoman,  ha%c  given, 
granted,  and  by  this  my  present  charter,  for  two  pieces  of  land 
ood  a  certain  sura  of  money,  to  me,  by  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonalty  of  the  town  of  Rye  aforesaid,  in  hand  granted, 
given,  and  paid,  confirmed  to  the  before- named  mayor,  jurats, 
nnd  commonalty,  nns  piece  of  land,  nilh  its  appurtenances, 
lying  and  being  within  the  north  gate  of  the  Ihmu  atorc»oid,  to 
wit,  towards  the  tenements  and  lands  of  me,  the  aforesaid  John 
Fordc,  and  towards  the  land*  of  Christopher  Scales,  against  the 
north  and  west;  towards  a  barn,  hoUovi,  and  iriangidar-shapcJ 
lands  of  the  aforesaid  Chrisloplicr  Scales,  the«c  lands  containing, 
fnmi  the  ajrncr  of  the  atoned  hollow,  in  length,  thirty-one 
feet  ofaj«i/-c,  and  towards  the  Royal  street,  there  against  the 
east ;  and  towarda  the  lands  of  the  commonolty  of  the  town 
aforesaid,  against  the  south,  acconliiig  as  the  metes  and  hounds. 
of  new  there  made  dislinguisli  and  aliow.     Upon  which  same 
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piectr^f  land  tbr  uforesuid  DiRTor,  jurats,  ant!  commonalty  dcsi^ 
to  make  one  royal  9tre«t  and  common  v.-ay,  to  have  and  lo  hold 
the  Blbrcsaid  pk-cc  uf  laud,  »i(t)  all  and  sitigulnr  iu  apportc- 
nimccn,  to  the  before- naraod  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty, 
thfir  hgir»,  .succcsiwni!,  ikiii)  as-si;;;;!!-'*  for  ever,  to  the  use  and 
behoornf  the  same  mayor,  jurats,  and  commaiially,  their  faein, 
succcSBorfl,  and  BKitign»  for  rvrr ;  of  llie  chief  lords  of  that  fc«, 
by  the  iiervicrs  ih<*reof  before  due  and  of  light  accustutoed. 
And  I,  verily  tbc  aforesaid  John  Fonlc,  anil  my  heirs,  ibe  afore- 
snid  pircT  of  land,  with  all  and  Kin^dar  its  appurtenances,  lo 
ihv  hrforc-namcd  mayor,  jurats,  and  conimounlty,  their  hein, 
successors,  and  assigns,  against  all  national  'twill  wnrrant  and  for 
ever  defend  by  the  presents.  In  wilneM  whereof  to  this,  my 
present  charter,  I  have  afBxed  my  seal,  dated  the  tillb  day  of 
.fanuarr,  in  the  third  and  fourth  years  of  the  reigns  of  our  lords 
I'hilip  and  Mar>-,  by  the  ^race  of  Uod,  King  and  Uueen  of  Eng- 
land, Spain,  Fran«!,  ihe  Two  SiciJiiis,  Jerusalem,  and  Irelanu, 
Ucfcndcra  uf  the  Faith,  .Vrchdtikes  of  Austria^  Dukes  of  Bur- 
gundy, Milan,  and  Brabant,  Counts  of  Hapsburgfa,  Flanders, 
and  Tirol     1557." 

'Chis,  according  to  Jeake,  vras  called  the  Lower  or  Loi^cr 
■Lrcet.  The  Lower  was  ita  elder  name,  then  it  took  and  re- 
taiDed>  until  the  last  fifty  or  sixty  years,  that  of  the  Longer, 
and  is  now  known  by  that  of  the  High  street.  The  weMern 
part  is  slitl  called  the  Mint,  indicating  that  here  this  office  was 
nittistcd,  in  which  money  was  coined  in  the  year  106^,  of  which 
wc  have  a  specimen  in  a*  small  coin  of  about  the  dxe  of  a  lai^ 
thing,  and  which  we  shall  describe  more  fully  hereafter. 

That  cross  streets  then  existed  we  cannot  say  with  certainty. 
The  Conduit  street,  though  not  then  known  by  this  name,  must 
have  been  in  beinp.  because  al  the  foot  of  this  stood  the  Postern 
gat«.  There  wrb  no  road  up  Jarrelt's  yard ;  and  whether  the 
nrescnl  Nfiddlestrcet  was  then  built  may  be  matter  of  conjecCitre. 
Probably  Lion  street,  leading  to  the  church  (if  the  present  churdi 
then  ciiisted),  and  what  is  now  called  Rast  street,  leading  firom 
Conduit  hill  lo  the  Market  street,  may  have  then  connected  the 
Lower  street  and  the  Butchery  as  they  do  now.  If,  ut  the  time 
we  are  now  writing  of,  the  prcju-ut  church  did  not  exist,  hnt 
the  original  one  in  the  GunGai-den,  than  the  present  church- 
yard was  appropriated  I4i  other  purposes  than  the  buiial  of  the 
dead.  In  this  case  we  should  %'euture  to  say  that  Badding's 
street  was  a  Street  indeed,  having  bouses  on  the  oortb  a* 
well  as  on  the  south  side,  and  there  might  have  been  a  street 
also  on  the  cast  side  of  tlic  churchyard,  through  what  is 
now  called  Pinii|)  streri,  and  which  would  have  connected 
Badding's  street  with  the  Biitclu-ry.     But  these  are  only  con- 
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jcctureB,  and  as  such  Tve  present  them  to  our  readers,  leaving 

Ciiein  to  jiliire  tlicir  onn  value  upon  tlictn. 

Adcr  this  cxatninntinn  of  [lie  locality  of  Kye,  we  may  saft-ly 
aSMtrt  thiit  it  hai  a  goodly  □s{>cct,  both  internally  and  cxtcr* 
nally  ;  and  that  now  it  enjoyed  jirosperity  we  may  gather  from 
theac  words  of  Cnradvn  :  "  When  Wiuchelsca  decayed,  and  Kiag 
ISdwuxl  the  'riiinl  iralled  it,  where  the  cliffs  defc'iided  it  not,  it 
bejran  to  breathe  agnin  and  rc\ive."  On  May  I«tJi, 
Iviinotrd  III,  after  makiitj^  peace  with  France  at  Urcti|<n 
landed  at  Kye,  with  hia  Uuecn  Pbilippa,  and  thus  added  fresh 
honours  to  this  ancieut  town.  Bm  human  tn^aCncss  is  ever  of 
Mhort  duration,  and  tlrni  of  Rye,  unforluiiately,  formed  no  ex- 
ception to  the  general  rule.  'Flie  elose  of  the  reign  of  Bdward 
III  may  be  said  to  have  been  that  of  the  prosperity  of  Kye,  fur 
wc  find  that  in  the  second  year  of  his  successor,  a.d.  1378,  tlic 
totni  nHS  taken  by  the  French,  sucked,  and  burned,  nhile  the 
some  onlaniity  ogam  hcf^l  it  in  1448;  and  here  wc  can  but 
regret  that  our  older  historians,  who  lived  very  near,  in  point  of 
tiotc,  to  the  occurrencea  which  Uicy  record,  eboutd  have  left  us 
such  meajtTi:  nccounta  irf  tbem,  so  that  the  light  which  has  de- 
scended (rom  them  ia  so  feehle  we  can  scarce  grope  our  way  by 
the  aid  of  iu 

Stow,  who  was  born  in  the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIIT,  that  is,  at  ihc  comnienct^ment  of  the  Hixteenlh 
century,  might  have  atniost  conversed  until  thow  nho  had  wit- 
Deaaed  the  catastrophe  of  1 448,  and  who  might  lutvc  heard  from 
othcra  the  particulars  of  that  of  1378,  whicti  these  lust  might 
have  seen  wiih  their  own  eyes;  and  yet  all  he  saya  of  the  fir»t 
iathis:  " 'ITiey  (the  French),  within  five  hours,  brought  it  {the 
town  of  Kye  I  %tliolly  into  ashes,  with  the  church  that  then  was 
there,  of  a  wonderful  beauty,  conveying  away  f^our  of  the  richest 
of  tJiat  townc  prisoners,  and  slaying  sixty-six,  Icfl  not  above 
eight  in  the  towne.  Forty-two  hogsheads  of  wine  they  curried 
thence  to  their  shiits,  with  the  rest  of  their  booty,  and  ivit  the 
lowue  desolate."     Of  the  last  capture  he  says  nolhiiig. 

Leiand,  who  was  born  towards  the  end  of  the  rcigu  of 
Henry  Vil,  and  Camden  in  the  ycnr  1551,  neither  of  Iheni 
tfirow  any  light  upon  this inU-re^ting  subject ;  while  Jcakc,  who 
waa  a  native  of  the  town,  merely  says,  *'  the  tott  n  was  burned 
by  the  French  in  the  time  of  Richard  the  Second,  as  1  take  it, 
and  Kinjr  Hcnn-  the  Sixth,  about  the  -itilh  or  27th  year  of  his 
irign,  in  which  1  supposr  the  old  Kecorda  and  Charters  to  have 
perished;  becaust  none  oldei"  than  hi*  'i7th  year,  aave  only 
some  fragments,  are  to  be  aceu.  In  which  connituption,  as 
conceived,  the  old  church  was  burned,  and  this  now  standing 
built  since,  the  former  standing  near  to  Iprcs  Tower,  in  tlie 
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fiaet  yet  called  the  churchyard."  Con»iderin<;  that  his  father 
WM  aluo  a  native  of  Rye,  ai'u  mi^t  have  expected  tbr  trMJttion 
ftoiu  father  to  son,  among  the  old  inhflbitaiiTs,  would  have  fur- 
Qtshcd  him  with  a  few  more  j>arliotibtn> :  but  it  is  not  so.  And 
tlicrcforc  wi-  must  proceed,  as  well  as  wc  can,  with  the  few  data 
be  and  others  have  handed  down  ti»  vs. 

AVe  cantiot  douhc  Umt  the  dcstrucuoo  of  I37):(  «a»  very 
(^at;  but  still  we  ean  srnrcAly  bring  ourselves  tu  bclicvv  that 
the  lowit  «»s  entirely  bun  I  cd  dovo.  The  fulluwinf^  peiition, 
wtucb  viiB  pn'seiiiml  lo  tbe  kinf;  in  the  same  year,  abows  the 
calamity  to  h-ivc  been  great;  but,  at  the  Mtmc  time,  not  »o 
peat  as  to  have  involved  its  utter  destruction,  brcausc  u'e  do 
not  ace,  in  this  tatter  case,  how  they  could,  in  the  same  year, 
have  been  able  lo  rebuild  their  dwellings  and  also  rL-jtair  tbe 
wntU  on  (he  laud  side ;  for  we  conceive  thrv  mut«t  6r*t  liave 
furnished  themselves  with  houses  before  they  could  atteitd  to 
tbe  latter.  'Hic  foIlowiQ''  is  the  petition  wilhovit  its  original 
■bbrcviatiuns :  "'J  Ric.  It.  Plese  a  tuilrc  trcs  rcdoutc  seigucur 
le  Hoi  ct  n  son  conseil  d'avoir  conBidcrscion  dc  ta  pou\Te 
ville  d<  la  Rye  comnic  tl  ad  e»te  prise  sovcnt  fob  ct  le«  com- 
munes de  la  dice  villc  ount  apparaille*  Ics  niurs  devers  la  terre 
ct  a  cause  du  po%Tctv  des  dis  cvnimunea  its  ne  puuvcot  pluis 
rcpiiailler  Us  diz  murea  ptiiir  ount  la  dice  ville  de  ]tiirt  de  la 
incr  esi  piiniihle  pour  i^netnie*.  Kt  A  la  darrieu  prise  de  la 
dice  ville  jier  lis  tns  enemys  a  lour  re\-enu  en  France  si  furout 
plusotirs  de  eulz  (lenditz  ct  tratncz  a  cauae  ijuMa  ne  euiwnt 
tenux  la  dice  ville  et  si  detains  granderacnt  que  In  dice  villc 
sera  pris  autre  fuitx  et  lenuz  en  destruction  du  p:uex  environ 
et  a  tn^uit  peril  du  roifdme.  Par  quo  siipplient  au  votrc  tres 
haute  M^ignuure  lis  dii  eotumuues  pour  llicii  et  en  ouvre  de 
cbarit^  granlcr  ijuc  les  excesses  et  fyns  faiz  et  Icvalite  dc 
■\i'iiaillcrs  et  artificiers  ct  laborers  devani  ks  justiire«  del  pees 
CO  la  compie  de  Susmjc  outre  les  gages  dea  diz  iustice«  soicnt 
prnatecs  al  facon  et  rcpseiou  de  mures  de  hi  oice  ville  pour 
trois  aiis  uruchuincs  ensuantz  en  rclevc  dc  la  dice  villc  et 
satuacioD  ue  tout  hi  |>aix  environ." 

T'raHitjlioH, 

May  it  please  our  most  dread  lord  tlie  king  and  his  council 
to  have  cunsidenition  of  the  poor  town  of  Kye,  as  it  ha«  been 
Kvveml  times  taken.  lUid  die  niuniciiuil  nutlionties  of  tlie  said 
town  hiive  re|uurrd  the  walls  on  thclund  aide;  but,  on  account 
nf  tbe  poi'citj'  nl'  the  said  autlmrilit-*,  they  have  been  unable 
further  tu  rrpiiir  tlic  said  walls,  nticrefore  the  said  town  on 
tile  Eeotidc  18  liable  to  he  taken  by  the  enemy.  And  at  the 
last  taking  of  the  said  town  by  tltc  enemy,  on  their  rettim  into 
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FrftDcc,  mftiiy  of  tlicm  (i.  e.  the  authorities)  nere  hon^d  and 
tjuaitered  becauae  they  Iiad  not  (IcfKiided  llie  tan-n,  iiiul  thoy 
are  in  gti-ai  ri-ur  ilmt  ihe  said  tonti  may  he  agaiu  taken  and 
paftseasi(>tt  llicrcut'  kept  to  the  dotriiiii'iit  of  the  iiracc  of  tlic 
siUTouiidiiig  nrighbuurhood,  and  to  tbc  imminent  {>cnl  uf  the 
whole  reuliii.  WiMjreforc  the  suid  aulhoritivs  [jriiy  iliat  your 
must  bi^fh  Lunlfibii),  for  God's  Miki>,  and  aa  an  act  of  charity, 
will  grant  that  the  iH-nallies  and  tiiiCfl,  miidc  and  Icviuhlc  from 
vicluidlcrs,  and  artihccrs,  and  labourers,  bL-fnn:  the  justices  of 
the  peace,  in  tlic  county  of  Sn^aieic,  over  and  abovi!  the  wageB 
of  the  said  justices,  lie  uJluncd  tonords  (In-  making  and  repair- 
ing of  the  "nils  of  the  said  town,  for  the  three  ycara  next 
fuilowine,  for  the  relief  of  the  siiid  town  uitd  the  safety  of  all 
the  adjoining  nei^hbuurhood.  (Pari.  Rolls.) 

Wc  learn  from  this  petition  that  the  town  had  been  taken 
several  tiniL-s  jirt-viuus  to  M17K,  and  that  the  inhaliitanta  were 
in  sTiKit  distress  in  consequence,  but  whether  the  king  punted 
their  request  we  cannot  say;  yet,  seeing  thnt  the  town  again 
revived,  wc  should  ima^hic  he  did.  As  a  proof  of  this  revival, 
we  may  mention  that,  '•  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth,  a.d. 
N<j'3,tlic  navy  of  the  Cinque  I'orts,  conducted  by  Henry  Piiye, 
surprised  one  hundred  and  twenty  French  ships,  nil  tudcn  with 
no  worse  mercbundiz^  than  salt,  iron,  and  oil."  This  booty 
must  have  hecii  cousideruble ;  and,  as  Rye  fitted  out  bcr  quota 
of  ships,  of  course  she  received  her  share  of  the  prizes.  Af^n, 
in  l-t30,beinK  thi?  Ulh  of  Henry  VI,  the  Ports  filled  out  the 
whole  imiiibur  of  tlieir  Hhips,  to  be  ready  at  Winchelsca  by  the 
Fcastof  Su  Cicoixc.  But  to  whatever  degree  of  prosperity  the 
town  again  altitined,  it  serv<-d  only  to  rouite  the  cupi<[i(y  of  the 
eueray  on  the  opposite  coast ;  for,  as  before  mentioned,  the 
town  was  once  more  captured  in  1-I4tj.  This  we  con&ider  to 
have  been  the  most  disastrous  |wriod  of  tlie  town's  history. 
Had  not  Stow  stated  his  to  have  been  the  account  of  the  rap- 
ture in  137^,  we  should  liave  tliou^lit  it  niudi  more  applictible 
to  this  of  I44S,  as  we  shall  presently  attcinjit  to  show.  Stow'a 
account  is  not  very  intclligiolc-  Five  hours  seem  a  vcrj-  short 
period  to  suck  and  hum  down  the  whole  town,  ami  at  the  same 
time  to  ship  off  forty-two  hotheads  of  wine.  Aguitt  he  says, 
"  the  French  carried  off  four  of  the  richest  of  the  town,  slew 
sixty-six,  and  left  not  above  eight  in  the  town."  ^'ow  this,tif 
it  means  anything,  must  imply  tbai  they  slew  sisty-six  of  the 
richest,  and  only  tell  eigiil  <>1  the  principal  (leoplc  behind  :  thus 
milking  scvcnty-eit^hl  nch  inhahtiauta  u>  the  whole,  of  whom 
sixty-six  were  slain,  fonr  taken  pmuners,  and  eight  left. 

Wc  have  heard  it  reported  by  old  iahabiiauls  ttnit,  tit  the 
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cnpltifp  of  the  town  in  I3"S,  ihe  Frt-uch  carried  off  llie  bell* 
from  the  chiircli  nmJ  u>oV  tliem  to  Dieppe,  wlu-u  ihc  Barooii  of 
Ry-p  lilted  oui  some  ship^  and  recajitiirfii  them.  As  it  iioir 
appears  ifaat  th«  town  hml  Ixrtn  w-vt-rnl  liim*  uikcii  Ix'l'wre  ilie 
jcar  1378,  n*c  think  it  by  no  means  itnpmtMiblc  that  the  cvcnU 
of  scxeral  captures  muy  huvc  been  jiimblctl  together.  However, 
it  will  be  uiiclcss  to  endeavour  now  to  clear  up  this  difficuhyi 
and,  th«ri.'fori%  wc  will  hantcii  to  lay  bvforc  our  readers  our  /' 
reasons  for  thinking  the  takin;;  of  the  town  in  WTt^*  to  have 
bfon  nticndcd  with  the  most  dististroiis  eonscqiicncca  of  any. 

llcnrv  VI,  in  the  tn-cnty-scvcnth year  of  his  reign,  that  ts,  on 
Au;^.  U't.  1449,  incorporated  Tcnii'rdeD  with  llyc,  and  usigus 
the  following  as  his  reason  for  doing  «o; 

"The  town  of  Kye,  one  of  the  most  ancient  townei  of  the 
Cinque  Ports  (and  bordering  on  the  sea,  where  llu-  inrondu  of 
our  enemies  and  reliels  into  our  kin^om  of  England  may  be 
very  soon  oljsencd),  by  the  biu-nings  thereof  mode  by  stieh,  out 
enemies,  hath  fallen  into  devastation,  destruction,  waste,  and  im- 
povenshment,  not  only  of  InodB  and  tencmenta.  but  also  of  iii- 
liabitantA  there,  that  the  said  town  and  the  Harons  and  good 
men  of  the  »amc  are  unable,  out  of  their  estate,  without  tlieir 
inBupporiable  expenses,  to  tind  for  us  and  our  heira  the  por- 
tion of  (he  navy  contingent  to  their  said  town,  as  ihev  arc  bound 
to  do,"  &c. 

Jcflke  pves  us  the  copy  of  an  agreement  entered  tnto  be- 
tween Rye  and  Tcnterden,  as  to  the  proportionate  expeawt  to 
be  borne  by  the  latter  town,  when  the  king  should  order  the 
Cinque  Porta  to  lit  out  their  ahtpping;  ac>ri>r(tiiig  to  whieh, 
Tcntcrdcn  was  to  pay  one  fifth  of  the  chargL-s  incurred  by  tty 
Tlii»  ugrecmcnt  beam  diilr  the  Mi  Henrj- Vll,  St-plcmber  2 1 
1  Mt2,  and,  in  reference  to  the  cause  of  the  incor[»aniiion  of  these 
two  towns,  has  these  wonU:  "  Ft  quia  miijor  et  cummuiritaa 
dicti  portus  et  villae  dc  Rye,  propter  tnagnam  deainicciunein, 
dcvaslacioncm,  exilium  ct  depaupemcioncm  ejusdcm  vilUe  ut 
per  fluxjnu  et  reQuxum  maris,  ac  per  combustioticm  iniraicoruia 
Domini  Kef;is  s-tik  fartani,  onus  inter  sc  prnpriin  faeultalibna 
auis  iibfttpiu  eorum  ex|»cn»is  importulibua  facerc  et  invenire  non 
sufBcielmnt  Doniinni;  Henrieiw  nuper  Rc\  Angliie  Sextus," 
&c.  "  And  bcciiii(«  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  iwid  ]>nrt 
and  town  of  Rye,  in  consequence  of  the  great  destruction,  de- 
vi(»lntion,  exile,  and  )ni]Kivcrifthment  of  the  t^nmc  tuwn,  iw  well 
by  the  lliix  aud  rellux  of  the  sea  as  by  the  fretpicnt  burnings  of 
the  enemies  ol  uur  hird  the  king,  were  unable  to  bear  and  lind 
the  chfu-gc8  of  tlierasclycs  out  of  their  owu  means,  except  at  a 
ruinous  exiwnse,  the  I^rd  Honrv,  late  King  of  Kngland,  thfl 
Sixth,'*  &c. 
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Havin{i>  read  these  stronc  and  imnreseiv^  Tvorda,  "dnvastn- 
tion,  destruction,  waste,  ana  im|iovt:ri!ilimeiiL,"  and  tliiit  I^atin 
word,  "cxilium,"  of  fearful  import,  indicatiii"  iliat  the  iiilia- 
bltants  actually  letV  the  town,  we  can  rt-adily  hcHcvc  the  con- 
cluding words  of  Stow,  if  applied  lo  this  time,  to  be  full  of 
truth,  "  they  \e{i  the  tonn  desolate."  And  nc  cannot  hcniiate 
to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  this  was  the  period  when  the 
(own  of  Rye  had  reached  ita  lowest  point  of  denrcsition,  from 
which,  thou»li  it  sluwly  rccovtrrtl,  it  never  aj^ain  rose  to  the 
same  heieht  of  prosperity  which  it  enjoyed  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  III.  Now  it  was  thai  llic  town  was  burned  to  the 
fn^mud,  leaving,  ns  the  only  vestige  of  its  former  state,  the  stone 

fbuildtnj;  on  the  South  side  of  the  churchyard,  whoK  gitbic  end 
and  arched  window  show  it  to  have  been  Home  religion!)  edifice. 
I  Now  it  wn»  thnt  the  wii  licean  to  utidcnnino  the  clitf*  on  the 
cast  Hnd  south,  weakening,  if  not  throwing  down,  the  walls  on 
the  former,  and  Iffiwciting  the  iicrlivity  of  the  iall<T.  The  town 
was  no  longer  a  fonitied  and  defensible  garrison,  while  its 
bounds,  iMtti  externally  and  inlcmally,  were  considerably  cir- 
mimscribed. 

llie  oldest  book  in  the  Aourt-hall,  nailed  the  Chnmherlain's 
Aceouiits,  coramciices  on  December  13th,  144*};  and  in  the 
following  yenr  we  Hnd  on  entry  of  monies  raised  towards  the 
building  of  the  walls  and  gates  of  the  town.  And  again,  in 
146",  is  an  entry  of  charges  for  the  repairs  of  tlie  "  royal  gate, 
called  Land  Gate  Tower.'*  These  show  the  fonifieationB,  then 
re<iuiring  repairs,  hnd  been  injured  in  some  way  previously  to 
this  time,  and  probably  by  the  enemy  in  1448. 

When  somewhat  raised  from  its  %ery  lowest  estate,  in  tliia 
aamc  century,  another  disaster  bcfcl  it  in  thf  loss  of  its  nicr- 
cbanl-ships.  We  have  made  frequent  mention  of  the  Cinque 
Porta'  ships  of  war,  but  none  of  their  mercantile  navy,  Gach 
port  had  several  trading  vessels,  which  consliluted  their  chief 
wealth,  and  with  these  they  carried  on  a  lucrative  eommerce 
vilh  France,  principally  in  wine,  of  which  they  im(K»rtcd  inrgc 
quantities,  and  we  find  that  one  of  the  priviU-f^e*  conferred  on 
the  PortM  was  "  tlint  of  their  prwper wines, for  "hich  they  trade, 
Ihcy  be  quit  of  our  right  priRe  (that  is  to  aay)  of  one  ton  of  wine 
befure  the  nia«t,  and  another  nfler  the  mast."  Right  prise,  or 
royal  prise,  or  uking,  was  a  custom  whereby  the  king  chal- 
lenge<l  out  of  every  bark  tatlen  ^^ith  wine,  less  than  forty  tons, 
two  tons  of  wine  at  his  own  price.  From  thin  cuntom  the 
Barunx  of  the  Ports  were  free.  Jeakc's  account  of  this  mis- 
fiirtune  i*  aa  follows :  "  Rye  never  recovered  its  ancient 
fthipping  Mnee  the  lo6e  of  the  Bourdcaux  fleet,  as  reported,  in 
the  lime  of  King  Henry  VII."     lie  gives  do  daU-  to  llie  affair. 
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nor  docs  he  IcU  us  TrhcUicr  the  fleet  was  captured  by  thi 
enemy  or  wrecked  in  a  storm  We  should  siippoge  it 
wrecked,  an  llcnry  entered  iulo  few  van,  nnd  hud  Fnuice' 
and  Knglnnd  not  Ikcd  at  peace,  the  fleet  would  not  have  veti- 
liiritl  Ui  thi»  |)or[  or  any  other  in  thnt  eoiintTy.  Jcnkc  adds, 
that  this  monarch  visited  \tye  in  the  third  yenr  of  liis  rvign : 
but  u'hcthcr  by  nppcndin^  this  immediately  to  the  arcount  of 
the  loss  of  thf!  Ilrvt,  he  meant  to  imply  the  visit  followed  the 
loss,  fte  cannot  pretend  to  say.  If  it  were  so,  then  the  latter 
must  have  happened  between  the  yenra  U**.^  nnd  UH»S,  the 
Intter  being  the  third  year  of  his  reigDi  and  the  former  the 
commencement  of  it 

The  town  being  ao  longer  id  a  protected  state,  in  conae- 
ipienoc  of  the  dilapidation  of  its  walls,  and  the  mode  of  warfare 
having  undergone  a  change  ihrouRh  the  introduction  of  fire-arms, 
Yprca  tower  ceoaed  to  be  of  so  great  value  aaa  fortre&s  as  it 
hilherlo  had  been,  and  this  may  account  for  the  corjwration 
hnvin|t,  in  the  year  1430,  granted  it  to  John  Iprys,  rcaervin^  to 
thcmselvea  the  right  of  occupation  in  case  of  war.  Whether, 
on  the  firttt  ereetion  of  thia  toner,  it  was  put  under  the  keeping 
of  the  Buthoritiea  wc  have  no  means  of  knowing ;  but,  judginf; 
from  the  fol1owii\g  document,  we  should  be  inclined  to  think  it 
was.  Tt  must  also  be  matter  of  conjecture  whether  this  John 
(li-  lp^^-8  was  H  (ieseeudant  of  William  de  Ypres,  the  original 
founder  of  the  toner. 

"  This  indentiuif,  mnde  between  William  Brongblon,  mayor 
of  Uyc,  the  jurats  and  commonalty  of  tlie  said  town,  on  the  one 
part,  and  John  dc  Iprya  of  the  other  part,  witnexwth,  that  tlie 
anid  mnyor,  jurn(»,  and  commonalty,  in  full  assembly,  hold  in 
the  church  of  tlie  lileased  Mary,  of  Rye,  Itefore  the  nltsir  of  the 
blettM-tl  Nicholas,  on  ihe  Sunday  next  before  the  Feast  of  Si. 
Thomas  the  Apostle,  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
llcniy  the  Sixth,  have  granted  and  dcmir>ed  lo  the  said  John 
a  certain  tower,  embattled,  in  the  town  of  Rye  aforesaid,  with  a 
reaHonable  right  of  way  to  the  said  tower,  viz.  from  the  King's 
alreet  unto  the  snid  tower,  fur  horses,  cartfi*  and  wagims  and 
with  a  reasonable  space  of  ground  on  the  south  aide  of  the 
said  towtTi  as  far  as  the  clifl',  of  the  »ame  width  as  the  said 
tower,  or  more.  It  is  also  reacn'od  to  the  said  mayor,  jurats, 
and  commonalty,  and  their  succe»9ors,  for  the  lime  being,  thnt 
they,  in  all  times  of  war,  with  their  goods,  may  enter  into  the 
Baid  lower  for  the  defence  of  the  iiaid  tuwn.  Ukewiae,  as 
often  09  they  sball  he  reasonably  admitted  into  the  said 
tower,  on  the  8ur»-ey  uf  (he  miiyor  for  iht-  lime  being,  and  of  the 
said  John,  for  the  safe  easement  of  the  s:iid  John  nnd  his  sor> 
,vunts,  tlio«c  who  are  about  to  be  n-eeiiL-d  into  the  said  tower. 
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•tmll  brins:  ^ith  them  mifficiont  food  for  thf  time  diiiin|r  which 
itmny  Iw  iicti-ssury  for  tlicm  to  live  there.  Tlint  ihc  iiforcsaid 
tower  is  lo  Iw;  hail  and  hcW,  together  with  its  appiirtennnces, 
bv  the  naid  John  Iprjs,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  in  the  mnDncr 
■foresaid,  for  ever  And  we,  the  said  mayor,  jurats,  and  com- 
monalty, and  our  sueecssors,  the  Hforcsaid  tower  to  the  said 
John,  his  heirs  and  assigns,  uf^inst  all  nations  mil  WRrmnt,  in 
manner  snd  form  abovcsaid,  for  ever.  In  testimony  whereof 
we,  the  said  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty,  to  the  part  of  this 
iltdenture  rt^mainitig  with  the  satd  John,  have  aftixed  our  com- 
mon ncaj  ;  and  I,  thctmid  John,  to  Ihc  other  part  of  ihia  inden- 
durc  rcmaininf>  with  the  said  mayor,  jurats,  and  community, 
have  affixed  my  seal. 

"  Given  at  Rye  aforesaid,  on  the  day  and  year  ahove  written." 

Ill  1451  this  tower  was  sold,  by  John  iprys  and  Hlizabcth 
his  wife,  to  Thomus  Stoughlon,  as  appears  from  the  following 
memorandum  in  the  records  of  Hye:  "  1451,  '20t!i  April, 
3U  Henry  ^.  Deed  of  i;rant  from  John  Iprys  and  RliKaheth  his 
wife,  lo  Thomas  Stoughton,  of  a  eertain  toM-er,  and  divera  otber 
lands  and  lenenicnts,  in  Kye,  [o  hold  to  the  uid  Thomas 
Stougliton,  his  heirs  and  assi^is,  for  ever.'' 

Sonic  time  between  the  years  Mil  and  1473  the  tower  was 
again  sold  by  'Hiomas  Stoughton  to  James  Hyde,  from  whom 
it  came  to  his  dau-;hter  Joau,  and  was  in  the  latter  year  coo- 
veyed  to  Lord  Stanley,  as  these  documents  show; 

"  Know  nil  men  by  (these)  presents,  that  I,  Sir  Thomas 
Stanley,  Vni^ht,  I^rd  Stanley,  have  ordained,  mode,  and  in  my 
pliire  imt  my  helovcd  in  Christ  William  Cope,  Thomas  Mutton, 
and  ilenry  'I'irell,  my  true  and  lawfnl  nttornies,  jointlyand 
arvrrnllv,  to  n-eeive  tor  me,  and  in  my  name,  of  Joiin  Hyde, 
full  and  jKaeeable  s<eizin  and  nosACH^ion  of  and  in  the  entire 
share  of  the  same  Joan^  and  all  that  which  to  her  belongs,  of 
one  tower,  and  of  all  and  singtdar  rny  ganlens,  lands,  Icne- 
tnents,  rents,  reversions,  services,  commodities,  and  liberties 
whatsoever,  in  the  town  of  Kye,  and  within  the  liberties  of  the 
same  town,  which  Thomas  Stouphton,  of  London,  miller,  by 
his  charter  gave,  (granted,  atid  coiilinucd  to  the  before-named 
Joan,  and  lo  James  Hyde,  her  father;  and  which  afterwards  the 
before-named  Joan  gave,  eranted,  and  confirmed  to  me  by  her 
charter,  to  have  and  to  bold,  to  me,  my  heirs  and  assigns,  for 
ever,  ratifying  and  appro%infr,  and  af^reeinjr  to  ratify  and  aii- 
prove,  whatever  my  said  attornics,  or  any  of  them,  shall  do,  in 
thercceipi  of  the  seizin  aforesaid,  according  to  the  force,  fonn, 
and  etlcct  of  the  same  chaner,  by  the  aforesaid  Joan  to  mc 
made.  In  Mitness  whereof,  to  this  my  present  charter  I  have 
set  mv  seal,   Dated  un  Fridav  next  afier  the  Feaat  of  the  Trans- 
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"  Knov  ye,  pmeat  Knd  to  oome,  thK  1,  Jam  Hrdp,  neve 
men,  paafeed,  and  b;  this  mjr  pccxcBt  Cbartcr,  eaafintted  to 
Sir  Tboms  Sttnlcy,  koigtit.  Lord  Scank;,  mr  entire  share* 
md  all  that  which  to  nc  bdooga,  oToDe  tower,  andvTdland 
■tni^ular  my  gardeiu,  land*.  teneaeaU,  rents,  rereraooa,  aex^ 
vtcRk,  cofnmodities,  and  liberties  «haUoct«r,  tn  tb?  tmni'rf 
Bye,  and  wiihio  the  libertiea  of  Ibe  same  town,  which  ThooMi 
SbMii^itOB,  of  LoodoD,  nuDer>  br  his  chuler,  eaTe,  giantedt 
■sd  ooofimed  lo  ne,  the  bcJorC'naflMd  ioan,  and  Janie«  HvOe, 
my  lather,  now  deceased.  To  hare  and  lo  hold  my  entire 
aforeaaid  ahare,  and  oil  that  which  to  me  belooga,  of  my  tower, 
fEardena,  lands,  tenemenli,  rents,  revenioDS,  aorricta,  commo- 
dities, unci  Uberties  aforesaid,  with  the  appurtenaiiceB,  to  th« 
before-named  TbomsA  Stanley,  his  heira  and  autigns,  for  ever, 
of  the  chief  lords  of  that  fee,  oy  the  services  thereof  due,  attd  of 
rifdit  accuxtorned.  And  1  vcniy  the  aforesaid  Joan,  and  my 
bem,  my  entire  ahare  aforesaid,  and  nil  that  which  to  toe  be- 
longs of  my  aforoaid  tower,  gardeas,  lands,  tenements,  sod 
other  the  prrmiMs,  vrith  the  ajmartenaoccs,  to  the  before-named 
Tbomaa  Stanley,  hin  heir?  and  aKsigfls,  a^inst  all  nations,  nill 
wamnt  and  for  ever  defend.  Moreover  know  yc,  (hat  1,  the 
bcforc-namcd  Joan,  have  ordained,  made,  and  in  my  plan  put 
my  helovnd  in  Christ,  Reginald  Bray,  Randolph  Sillynton,  iind 
John  VVctcnhalc,  my  true  and  lanriul  atlomies,  jointly  and 
ai'vcrally,  for  me,  and  iu  my  name,  lo  enter  uikiii  my  whulc 
■hiirc  nrorrmid,  and  upon  all  that  which  to  me  Monga  of  my 
■fcrrcaaid  tower,  gnniens,  lands,  tenements;  and  other  the  pre- 
mises, with  the  appurtenances ;  and  aftem-arda  thereof,  in  my™ 
alrad  and  name,  to  deliver  full  nod  iKnccablc  seizin  and  posse«| 
aion  lo  the  before-named  Thomas  Stanley,  to  have  and  to  hold" 
to  him,  hit  heirs  ami  a»ffi;;ii9,  accordinf*  to  the  furce,  form,  mirl 
effect  of  this  my  charter  ;  ratifying  and  approving,  «nd  (agree- 
inK)  to  rntily  and  approve,  whatever  my  said  attomics,  or  any 
of  them,  shall  du  in  the  delivery  of  the  «oi7Jn  aforesaid.  In 
n-iincM  whereof  to  this  my  present  charier  I  have  set  my  seal. 
Dated  on  Thursday  next'aner  the  Feast  of  the  Translation  of 
Saint  TJioiiiB^  the  Martyr,  in  the  seventeenth  vear  of  the  reign 
of  Kinjf  Kdwarrt,  die  fourth  after  tlic  conquest  of  England." 
(L.a.) 

To  the  |iowcrof  Rttornc)'Bnmtedl)y  Lord  Stnnley  loWilhnm 
I*o|»,  Tbomiu   Uutlon,  and  Henry  l»irett  is  appended  a  seal 
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hearing  his  crest,  to  which  ifi  futcribcd  a  very  romantic  orif^n, 

mid  iheictiire  we  shxll  otrcr  no  npolofiy  for  <lc)>cnbing  it  to  our 

eailcn.     This  seal  is  very  much  broken,  but  still  there  is  just 

uCnoiif^li  rcmniiiing  to  show  \rh»t  was  the  crirst  upon  it.     This  ia 

an  ritglc,  nith  wings  expanded,  fcrdiug  an  infant  in  its  nest; 

and  the  story  is  this :  "  It  nrus  home  b^'  the  famtljr  of  Latham, 

of  r>nthani>  in  I^nr-aahire,  knighia*  now  represented  by  th« 

Stankys.  one  of  whm    marriefl  Isabel,  iheir  heir,  about  the 

Icloae  of  the  fourteenth  century.     It  is  said  to  have  been  iis- 

iBumod  on  account  ufoneof  tli^ir  ancestors  haviiifr  exposed  an 

rilkgitiinate  infant  son  in  an  eagle's  nc^t,  in  an  oak  tree,  iii  the 

nai^  of  Latham,  and  tlic  eagle's  nurturinj;  and  fecdiDg  hinif 

instead  of  destroyinf^  him ;  from  rrhich  cxtTBordiiiary  circum> 

stance  he  was  takvii  from  thu  nest  again  by  his  father,  and 

adopted  as  his  heir." 

Thuiiias  Stoughton  was  a  fiahmanger  in  London,  The  rip- 
piers  «f  live  anil  WiucheliMra.  who  furnished  London  with  froth 
iiah,  had  the  jirivilcgc  of  stllin-i;  their  (ish  to  whom  they  would, 
and  the  Bshniongers  of  London  vere  prohibited  to  ouy  it  to 
sell  a^oin  by  retail;  but  ultbougb  the  fishmongers  verv  thua 
prohJhitRd,  still  the  fish  inule  between  Rye  and  London  beinf|> 
,  very  considcmblf,  the  nicnilwrs  of  the  Fishmongers' Company 
'might  become  acquainted  with  the  former  town,  and  hence 
Thomas  Slou^htoD,  one  of  this  body,  be4-Jtnic  the  purchaser  of 
Ypres  Castle.  With  the  tower,  from  a  very  early  period,  cer- 
tam  Kardena  aecm  to  have  been  connected,  and  hence  it  is  that 
to  this  day  the  adjoining  groiuid  is  still  called  the  Oun  Garden, 
the  former  part  of  its  name  having  been  given  vben  cannon 
were  tint  placed  there. 

The  Lord  Thomaa  Stanley,  whoac  name  appears  in  the  docu- 
ments given  above,  was  the  nobleman  who,  after  the  defeat  and 
death  of  Richard  HI,  on  Bosworth  Field,  placed  the  crown  on 
the  bead  of  lleiiiy  of  Uichmond,  and  proclaimed  him  king  of 
England,  by  the  title  of  Henry  VIL  for  which  act  this  monarch, 
ID  tlM  same  year  1495,  created  him  Earl  of  Derby,  and  under 
this  oame  we  find  bimeunveyingYpres  Tower  to  John  Newhurith, 
in  the  7th  Henry  VII,  on  March  JTih,  1402,  aa  apjtcars  by  the 
following  ducumeiit  found  among  the  record?  of  Kye,  viz. : 

'•  This  eadenlure,  made  the  27th  day  of  March,  in  the  7th  year 
of  llie  reign  of  King  Henry  7th,  betwenc  Thomas,  Erie  of  Derby, 
Lord  Stanley,  of  the  one  parte,  and  John  Newburtth  of  the 
other  parte,  witncssctb  that  the  said  John  hath  bargained  and 
solde  to  the  said  erie,  to  have,  to  bym  and  to  his  hrircs,  by  way 
of  escbange,  all  the  landea  and  tenements,  rents,  reversions,  and 
fines,  with  their  nppurtenimces,  which  the  same  John,  or  any 
other  persoDc,  to  his  use  hulh,  in  the  counlie  of  Chcstre,  or  hath 


■ppurte- 

„   -  -  »f 

nnvn  intlie  toanc  otfBie,  and  vichin  tbr  Itbcrtiosiidi 
oftbe  same  tooae,  by  fine,  ncoietj,  feofitnicpl,  nJec,  or 
wjBe,  onto  tlie  Mme  Jobn  and  lu  bis  lidjea»  or  lo  sncfa 
pcnwoe  or  penooa  M  the  tame  John  or  kia  hnm  th^to 
name  or  sas^ne,  U  tb«  ooste  and  cfau^  of  tbc  aunc  John  ' 
his  beim,  excepCe  onelysutrhe  roste  and  charKe  u  tlialbe  made 
aadbad  fvr  ihcwijtjogof  thcMpnseots,  andof  otbcrsuntli 
that  ibaH  be  made  nowe.  And  on  thii  the  nid  ertc  gnimi' 
and  cnicnantilh.  I>y  iWsc  i^rccnU,  to  the  aaid  John,  to  heXpc, 
aide,  and  defeiidff  the  said  Joiin,  bin  keim  and  migneca.  in 
auch«  wyw,  »o  that  the  Mid  John,  his  hcimt  aor  his  auigncrs, 
iha]l  not  be  iDtcmipt  nor  put  owte  at  eny  lirae  from  ' 
of  the  said  tonrr,  and  the  other  prcmysaes  to  the  tonne  of 
aforuid,  and  within  the  liberties  and  francbis  oTtbc  aaute.  do^ 
of  eny  parcel!  tbcrof  hy  tlic  said  eric,  or  by  George.  I^irde 
EatrauDf^,  nor  by  the  heirfa  ne  assignees  m  tbmn.  nor  nf 
cither  of  theym,  oor  by  eny  pcrtonc  or  p«r«ones  in  tneir  names, 
nur  in  the  uamca  uf  euy  of  theym,  by  reason  ofeoy  lawl'ul  title 
or  niherwiic,  oor  by  eoy  manner  other  prrsone  nrpersonci.  by 
reason  of  eny  lanfull  title  or  cau&e.  I'o  all  tuid  every  of  the 
gmunta,  covenants,  and  aarcmeuts  aforenbersid  on  the  beliftlfe 
of  the  aaid  crlc,  truely  to  be  pcrl'unued  and  had  in  manntar  Mid 
fourmc  ii«  }s  aliuvciuid,  the  said  rrle  nnd  Geoiee,  Lord* 
Kslraunge,  byudelb  thcjin,  sad  crny  of  tbeym,  tnecT  hebw 
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and  executouni,  by  these  preMntii,  unto  the  uid  John  Ncwbu- 
rith,  in  annual  charge  of  lawfull  monvy  of  England,  to  be  paid 
to  the  Miid  John,  lii»  executours  atid  n«stgnf<.-»  !ncontvncnt, 
after  cnv  of  the  xaid  gmuntii,  covenants,  and  iigremtrnls  broken; 
and  in  lykcw^se  tti  all  lh(-  founts,  covt'iiitntH,  and  H'rrcmcnta 
afurcrchcrsid  on  Ihc  Iichalfc  of  ihc  aaid  John,  to  be  had  and 
pcrfoniH-d  in  n  couple  n(  hiiok-hounde*,  whereof  one  to  be  paid 
to  the  said  rric  and  the  other  to  be  paid  to  the  said  Lorde 
Rstnunge,  before  l.immOK  next  comynf;,  and  in  £10of  lawfull 
moncv  of  Enfrlond,  tobc  ptud  to  the  said  crlc  and  Gcorjrc,  Lordc 
l'-»tmunf»e,  their  executours  and  assignees  inconlynont,  after 
cnj  of  the  said  graunts.  covenants,  nnd  a^cmcnls  broken.  In 
witnesse  whereof  to  the  one  pnrte  of  this  preitcnt  ciuleiiiurc  re- 
maynTn^  with  the  said  John  Ncwhurith,  the  said  crie  and  the 
Lorde  Estraunge  have  scttc  their  wales  of  armjs,  and  to  the 
other  parte  of  this  §aid  endenturc  irmaynyng  with  the  said  erie 
and  Lorde  Estraun^,  the  said  John  hath  set  bis  seale,  the  day 
and  ycrc  ahovesaid." 

This  ii|i[K-iirs  tu  have  been  a  deed  of  exchange,  and  not  a 
conveyance.  Th<?  (Jcorgo  Lord  Estraunge  mentioned  here 
was  tlie  fton  of  this  Earl  of  Derby,  who,  having  married  Jane, 
daughter  and  heiress  to  John  le  Strange,  Lord  Strange,  of 
Knockyn,  in  the  county  of  Salop,  had,  in  his  right,  sumiuons  to 
parliament  in  \AH'2,  by  the  title  of  Lofd  Stran^f!  of  Knockyn. 

To  this  deed  the  Enrl  of  Derby  an<l  Lord  Kstmngc  arc  wiid 
to  have  set  ihoir  scnis  of  arms,  and  John  \ewhnrith  merely  his 
seal.  Accordinj^ly  %ve  lind  «  lar<>c  ^eal,  ivitb  urmorini  bearings, 
DOW  much  mntilatcd,  on  the  edge  of  which  may  stilt  be  traced 
the  word  "  Derby,"  with  two  or  three  besides  appended  to  tt, 
while  that  of  N'ewbiirith  i?*  entirely  plain.  Coats  of  arms  were 
not  introduced  into  seals  till  about  the  reign  of  Richard  I,  who 
brought  (hem  from  the  Holy  I^and,  at  the  Inller  end  of  the 
twelfth  century.  We  may  olwcrvc  here,  that  the  name  of  Ncw- 
buritb  is  afteruards  changed  on  the  indorsement  of  this  deed  to 
Nowburgh,  while  Jeake  writes  it  Ncwbery- 

Mr.  N'owbery  did  not  long  retain  posacssion  of  bis  new  pro- 
perty ;  for,  by  a  memorandum  of  certain  writings  belonging  to 
the  corporation,  we  find  that  he  sold  it  to  this  bodv  on  Jmmary 
2Ktb,  I  iy4,  about  two  years  after  he  had  received  it  from  the. 
Earl  of  Derby,  in  exchange  for  certain  lands  lie  held  in  the 
county  of  Ctiesier.  Jenkc  says,  "The  corporation  med  the 
tower  to  keep  court  in,  till  the  building  of  the  town-hall,  in  the 
Butchery,  whence  it  got  the  name  of  the  Court-house,  and  then 
was  converted  into  a  prison."  When  the  tower  was  converted 
into  a  prison  Jeuke  iloea  not  tclt  ue;  all  we  father  is,  that  it 
was  a  gaol  in  I67H,  and  so  tt  continues  at  the  present  day. 

The  Badding'B  gate  being  now  destroyed,  we  may  conclwdc 
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that  the  Ouo  Qwd^a  ^tt  w^  erected  at  this  lime.  It  fttootl 
■t  the  (op  of  the  Gun  uanlca  ucps,  immediatclr  adjoinioe  the 
DOrth-went  tower  of  Tpr«9  Castle,  agaiost  whwh  mav  still  be 
aceo  a  slight  abutment,  originalijr  {brmUig  |iart  of  the  eastcin 
shaft  from  which  the  arch  sprang. 

We  have  now  brought  this  branch  of  our  hl&toiy  dovn  to  th« 
dose  of  the  fii^ccntli  ccntur\',  antl  shall  proceed  to  discuss  l]ial 
of  the  siitleenth,  and  of  (hose  which  succeed  it. 

When,  on  the  destruction  of  Old  WittchclMa,  (awards  the 
end  of  the  thirteenth  century,  I^i«S  Bdvard  I  granted  to  the 
inhabitants  apiece  of  ground  for  building  a  new  town,  and  which 
furuis  the  sitt  of  the  modern  Winchelsea,  the  chosen  spot  ww 
an  insulated  rock,  the  southern  foot  of  which  was  washed  hjr 
the  waters  of  the  Eu^Ush  Channel;  but,  in  the  course  of  a 
couple  of  centuries^  a  Umg  hank  of  sand  and  beach  was  formed, 
which,  comrocucin^  at  the  eastern  base  of  Fairli^hi  ClitT.  ex- 
tended towards  the  cast  as  far  as  the  spot  on  which  now  stands 
Camber  Cus tic,  and  which  was  erected  in  16^1^  or  1^0,  by 
Henry  YIIl.  At  this  time  the  ^a  flowed  vrr>'  close  to  the 
walls  of  this  caade  on  the  iiouth,  east,  and  nortli  sides,  and 
having  passed  the  latter,  it  formed  a  laiye  bay,  running  back  to 
the  westward  as  far  as  WinchcUea,  and  covering  the  whole  «i- 
nanse  between  the  east  side  of  this  town  and  the  nest  side  of 
Kje,  which  constituted  one  geneml  harbour  for  the  two  ports- 
It  was  for  the  (general  defence  of  the  coast,  and  tbe  paiticular 
one  of  this  chamber  or  harbour,  that  this  fortress  was  erected. 
"  In  the  year  1^41,  this  and  all  the  other  caMlcs,  blockhouses, 
and  bulwarks  in  Kent  and  Sussex  were,  by  on  Act  of  Parlia- 
ment then  made,  put  under  the  care  and  command  of  the  Con- 
stable of  Dover  Castle,''  as  we  arc  informed  by  Grose.  In 
i.'iHi  Queen  Elisabeth,  bcinK  threatened  wiih  invasion  by  the 
King  of  Spain,  issued  an  order  of  council  for  the  reparation  of 
the  castles  and  forts  on  the  sea-coast,  in  which  the  only  fortifi* 
cations  mentioned  in  Sussex  are  the  casUcs  in  the  Cinque  Ports 
and  Camber  Castle.  This  latter,  though  only  erected  about 
forty  years  before  at  a  cost  of  X23,00U,  now  required  repair,  the 
charge  for  which  was  estimated  at  iI17I    I3».  4d. 

Wt  have  umiltcd  to  mention,  that  in  1&26  a  mooaatcry  of 
Friars  Eremites  was  built  iii  the  town  of  Uyc,  the  greater  part 
of  which,  though  clion^^d  and  mutilated,  in  standing;  at  this  dqr 
on  the  cast  aide  of  the  Conduit  Uitt.  At  the  time  of  tta  erec- 
tion there  were  probably  no  houses  standing  between  it  and 
the  longer  street  on  (he  south,  nor  wsm  the  ground  (hen  so  bigli 
a*  at  present,  as  we  now  see  the  southern  windows  blocked  up 
with  mould  to  the  height  of  several  feet. 

Herbert  Barrett  Cur(eis,   Esq.,  of  Windmill    Hill,  tn  thii 
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coun(_v,  ihf  present  mcmlicr  for  the  bomu-^li  of  Hjc,  liss  in  his 
pos&essioD  ttn  origiiml  ilrawin^,  purfionirifi  to  Ik  a  view  of  this 
(oivii  ill  tile  sixteenth  Cfiilury.  and  which  wu5  luliea  tVoiu  the 
hiil,  nt  thp  upper  piirt  of  thr  Gnllaws  Rank.  This  view  must 
have  been  taken  »omc  time  after  the  year  li>4<J,  ins  the  monastery 
within  the  town,  and  Camden  Castle  irithnut,  both  appear  re- 
prcMtitcd  in  it.  The  interior  of  the  town,  mx  there  «howi],  is 
very  similar  to  ffhni  it  h  nt  present  I'hc  rtiRtl,  after  pasung 
through  the  north  gate,  runs  close  to  tbc  cliff,  as  now.  The 
Ypres  u>WTr  stands  at  the  south-eastern  angle,  and  ihc  church 
in  tbc  cvDtrc  of  the  town,  while  the  cast  clitT  iip{>ears  rcilitee<l 
to  the  »nrae  dimensions  which  mark  its  modern  boundary, 
showing  what  fe«rful  ravages  the  sea,  in  Ihc  course  of  a  hundred 
years,  miist  have  made  on  this  side.  In  the  exterior  nc  ace 
several  vessels  lying  st  the  strand,  where  the  (greater  part  of 
tbe  ahippiiiK  unload  at  the  present  day.  At  Lund  Gate  we 
6nd  several  buildtogs,  and  amon;^  these  one  so  very  similar  to 
the  wool- Mil  rehouse  now  there,  that  we  can  scarcely  hesitate  to 
prououncc  it  lu  be  tbe  same.  Farther  to  the  westwanl,  at  a 
snot  now  catled  the  WUh,  appears  a  high  building,  somewhat 
like  a  tower;  but  what  it  ww  we  cannot  undertake  to  tay. 
However,  in  Horsfield's  '  History  of  Subscs*  is  an  engraving  of 
this  picture,  prcHented  to  the  author  bv  Major  Ciuieis,  hrulher 
of  the  present  mumhcr  for  Kyir,  and  which  our  render*  amy  cut- 
■taine  and  judge  for  lhems(;lvcs, 

In  Arthur  loung's  'Survey  of  Sussex/  printed  In  \79'.i,  we 
find  the  tbllowing :  "  At  a  very  early  period  of  oiu-  history,  we 
find  Ibe  export  of  tliis  mo^t  valuable  commoditv  (limber)  to  be 
very  consitlcrablc.  In  the  rcigu  of  our  sixth  Kdwunl  the  hoys 
that  were  laden  with  timber  went  out  of  Urc  harbour  to  the 
Dumber  of  thirty-seven  one  tide,  and  ucver  an  En^tsh  mariner 
among  tbcm.  The  whole  country  round  this  place,  for  miles, 
was  a  forest;  for,  not  many  years  after  this,  anno  1591,  a  man 
wa«  ordered  to  depart  the  town  of  Kye  for  executing  the  pro- 
fession of  a  husbandman,  that  place  not  being  fit  for  such  an 
artificer;  a  sure  proof  of  their  being  still  in  the  wooils."  That 
tbe  high  lands  adjoining  the  marshes  to  the  north  of  the  town, 
were  lu  thii»  reif^ii,  ^hicb  IuMc<l  from  1647  to  I563j  covered  with 
woods  we  can  readily  believe ;  but  we  were  not  prepared  to  bear 
that  our  raercuiitilu  marJue  woe  nt  so  low  an  ebb,  particularly  iti 
u  Cirupie  Port,  as  to  allow  all  its  exports  to  be  made  in  foreign 
bottom*.  We  arc  not  informed  to  what  nation  these  vcbscIs 
belonged,  but  we  shoidd  sup|HiKe  to  the  Flemings ;  for  these 
were  tbe  great  marinci«  »nd  the  enleruHsliig  people  of  thofte 
days,  and  their  country  was  barren  oi  timber,  the  commodity 
with  which  these  hoys  were  laden, 

20 


306 


TMK  LOCAL 


In  the  4th  Rttwnrd  VI,  August  1st,  \56\,  Llic  mavor.  jurats 
and  oommonnUy  of  Rvt  granted  to  nichtin!  Rwt^k  n  piece  of 
laiul  rJillnl  Wiilclilx-ll  Mill,  at  the  rxinl  of  two  ftliilUii<rs,  pavjit)li> 
to  WnltiT  Uoberls,  niul  foitrpeiicc  to  the  mayor,  jiivfus,  aud 
conimoniilty. 

This  Watchbell  Hill  is  tlie  snme  plnec  as,  previously  to  this 
time  WHS  cnllctt  the  Wi>«l  Clitf,  and  m  now  known  by  the  utunc 
of  thD  Green  Cliff. 

Ill  the  migii  of  Elizalicth,  in  1503,  ]ljc  was  visited  by  a 
dreadful  i>rst,  which  ra;red  to  such  a  drgrcc,  that  in  the  three 
short  months  of  August,  Scptcmhpr,  and  Uctobcr  no  Usa  than 
602  persons  were  hiiricd. 

Among  the  live  records  we  6nd  the  following  g;Tant,  bearing 
date  August  26tn,  1665,  written  in  [jatin  : 

TrtiHslatiott. 

"  Know  all  present  and  to  come,  that  wc,  the  mayor,  jurats, 
and  CDmmonnlty  of  the  town  and  port  of  Myv,  within  the  vinc|nc 
Ports,  with  unanimous  assent  ana  consent,  have  pivea,  granted, 
and,  by  this  our  present  indented  deed,  have  conBrmed  to  John 
Davison,  of  the  aforesaid  town,  yeoman,  one  piece  of  ground, 
being  and  lying  in  Live  aforesaid,  without  the  south  gatr  of  the 
Bame  town,  namely,  at  the  West  Chtr,  called  Uawdwin's  Cliff, 
towards  the  noi-th-cast,  to  the  common  lands  of  the  said  town  of 
Kyc,  towards  the  south-eusl  aud  south-west  also,  to  the  lands  of 
Joiin  Breeds, jural,  towards  the  north-west;  and  this  piece  of 
ground  contains,  in  length,  from  north  west  luBouth-cast,  sixty 
feet  of  lawful  measure;  and  the  same  \mce  of  ground  enn- 
tains,  in  width,  nt  the  north-west  end,  twenty  feet  eight  inchc* 
of  the  said  mensnre,  and  at  the  south-ea.st  end  eight  fofl  of  the 
said  measure.  Thiit  thi-  aforesaid  John  Duvtsnn  shall  have  and 
hold  the  auid  piece  of  ground,  with  its  appurleniinees,  to  hint, 
his  heirs  luid  assigns,  for  their  own  nsc  and  benefit,  for  ever, 
by  puyiD^  henceforth,  annunlly,  to  us,  itie  said  mayor,  jurai», 
■ud  commonalty  of  the  said  town  of  Kye,  our  hiMrs  and  viic- 
cessors,  one  auntinl  rent  or  annuity  of  ten  sliillint^  of  lawful 
money  of  England,  at  the  Feasts  of  Saint  Michael  the  Arcb- 
UDgel  and  the  Anuunciatiou  of  the  blessed  Virgin  Mary,  in  equal 
portions  annually  to  be  paid.  And  if  it  shall  ko  happen  that 
the  aforesaid  annual  rk-iit  or  annuity  of  ten  shillings  shall  be  to 
arrear,  in  whole  or  in  part,  for  the  space  of  fifteen  days  after 
either  of  the  said  feasts  at  which  the  Hitid  renl  shall  become  tlur; 
it  shall  be  lawful,  now  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  for  ua,  the 
sjiid  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty,  our  heirs  and  su<x<cswir«, 
to  euler  upon  the  said  piece  of  ground,  or  any  pnrt  thereof,  aod 
to  dtat^ain  and  to  make  distresses,  and  to  hold  thctn,  alio  lo 
carry  or  drive  titem  an-ay,  and  to  retain  them  in  our  power  ill 
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the  lime,  uotil  the  naid  ten  shilling*,  or  any  p:trt  thereof,  be 
fullj"  paid  and  nniili:  good  to  the  nibrciuiid  mayor,  jurats,  and 
cuuiiiiuuully,  their  Iieirs  nfid  successors-  Ami  if  it  shall  so 
liappen  tlinl  thv  niiid  annuul  i-cot  or  nnnuily  often  shitliiigi  Ix; 
ill  an-fiiT,  in  ithoic  or  in  part,  for  one  whole  year  and  a  duy 
af^cr  either  ofthc  siiid  fvoats at  nhich  the  ssid  rent  shall  become 
dutf,  and  no  sufBricnt  distress  can  be  found,  that  lixim  thence  it 
ehiill  b(!  lawful  for  tii*.  the  said  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty, 
our  heirs  and  successors,  altof^thcr  to  re-enter  on   the  said 

IiieM;  of  i^nunil,  nilb  itn  appurtenances,  and  that  wc  may  re- 
told, enjoy,  and  possess  it  in  our  pristine  state,  anythioK  in  this 
our  prcjicnt  indented  dec'd  noluiths  tan  ding.  In  witness  where- 
of we,  the  said  mayor,  jurats,  nad  commonalty  of  the  tovm  of 
Kye  aforesaid,  have  tirmly  set  the  common  seal  of  the  aaid  town 
to  one  part  of  this  our  present  indenture,  remaiiiiiig  in  the  pos- 
MSsioa  of  the  aforesaid  John  Davison;  to  the  other  true  part  of 
tbe  Mrac  indenture,  rematiiin);  in  the  possession  of  us,  the  »aid 
mayor,  jurat»,  »ud  commonalty  uf  liyc,  tbe  aforesaid  John 
Davison  hath  set  his  seal. 

"  Dated  at  Kye  aforesaid,  the  twenty  uxtli  day  of  Auguat,  in 
tbe  aevenih  year  of  the  reign  of  the  Lady  Ehzahcth,  by  the 
graec  of  Gi>d,  Queen  of  England,  Fruucc,  and  Ireland,  Defender 
of  the  Faith,  and  so  forth. 

"  By  mc,  John  Davison." 

The  gate  here  called  the  South  Gale,  must  be  the  one  now 
called  trie  Strand  tiatc,  sod  the  piece  of  land  here  described 
must  have  been  at  the  Green  Clift". 

The  town,  still  smarting  from  the  loss  of  its  population  by 
the  pest  of  lo03,  "  wns  replenished,"  as  Jcakc  says,  "  by  the 
French,  who  sheltered  themselves  here  from  the  massacre  in 
France  in  I.'jT'i,  and  other  troubles  of  the  Protestants  there ;  so 
that  A.D.  1-^K'i,  upon  an  account  taken,  were  found  inluihiting 
here  1^4  persons  of  that  nation."  The  massacre  here  alluded 
to  wns  that  knmvn  by  the  name  of  the  "  Fnrtsian  Massacre," 
when,  on  the  lolling  of  the  bell  of  St.  Germain,  at  (he  morning 
twilight,  that  fearful  work  uf  death  bt-fian  of  the  IIiiguenot«.  who 
huil  hvcn  invited  to  Paris  to  al lend  the  m.irrtiige  of  the  kiiii;of 
Navarre  with  the  Freuch  king's  sister,  under  n  solemn  oath  of 
safety,  but  which  oath  was  broken   by  the  suggestion  of  thai 

Seat  bad  womoa,  Catherine  de  Medici,  and  in  conwqucncc  of 
is  treachery  a  dreadful  slaughter  took  pliice,  without  reeord 
to  rank, sex,  or  a<^,  not  only  in  Paris,  but  in  manv  other  towns 
in  France,  when  it  is  eomputcd  that  upwnrds  of  viO,000  victims 
perislied.  This  bloody  day  naa  August  2i,  1o7l2,  the  ever  me~ 
monble  St.  Bartholomew's  Day. 
It  was  in  the  ymr  1673  that  our  great  Queen  Elizabeth  |>aid 
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^H  a  nrit  to  the  aaaent  bnra  of  Rjc,  and  wfakJt  b  thus  sUflil); 

^^5  Tiiit  in  1?9^  wbeo,  from  the  DoUe  cslettunmetit  £bc  bod,  ac- 
[^  rompukd  with  tbc  teettMooiea  of  loic  and  ktyahr,  du^  and 

I  renreace  tbe  recetTcd  fivaa  the  pcopki  abe  ««»  plcaitcd  to  call 

^_  it^RTcRe^***    MuaStncklaBd,spedting  of  tbe  qneen'a  pn>- 

^H  gnaa  throof^  Kent  and  Suaaex,  in  the  aimnMr  of  this  year, 
^H  aa.vs  shr  Mt  Greenwich  od  the  Htfa  Julr,  and  after  ptaiaing  the 
^H  bwpitalttv  of  the  lojal  'aquim  of  Kent;,  cntcrvd  Sonex,  and  on 

^H  ibe  9th  of  Aagust  mched  ibe  houae  of  Mr.  GaildfonL  She 
^H  adda,  they  were  tfaea  bending  toward  "  tbc  Ky^f"  on  the  w^  to 

^H         Dover. 

^H  liofsfield  says  the  queen  reached  Rye  on  Angust  I3th«  1573, 

^H  when  she  conferred  the  booour  of  knicfathood  on  Thomas 
^H  SbuHey.  Thomas  Gtuldford,  Thomas  WtJuoghamr  and  Alex- 
^H         aadec  Culpepper,  Esqutrcft. 

^H  On  the  \fth  of  Ai^oat  the  queen  amvcd  at  Mr.  GniUTord'a 

^H        hooaci  but  where  was  tbia?    Tike  ftmily  of  Guildfonl  waa  of 
^H        cooMdeiabte  no(e  al  this  (ime^and  arc  supposed  to  luvc  resided 
^^1         at  Rolvenden,  which  t-illaf^  is  in  Kent.     However,  this  parish 
^H        is  only  divkted  from  Sit&sex  by  the  river  Rotbcr;  and  here  it 
^^m        waSj  we  nuiy  xiippoM,  the  queen  remained  until  the  12th  of  the 
^H        saioe  month,  when  she  is  said  to  bare  risited  Rre.     In  order 
^^m        to  An  this]  in  coming  from  Ilolvi-ndt-n,  «ht^  inii^t  have  croaaed 
^H        the  Rother,  which,  flowinf  out  tn  sea  at  Krc,  tnighi  heace  be 
^H        called  ^'Thr  Kyc,"  towards  which  Mi»s  Strickland  sBf«  she  was 
^H        bending  her  way  when  she  arrived  at  Mr.  Guildford's.     In  her 
^H       journey  from  Rol%'enden  to  Kye,  her  Mi^ty  most  hare  cnMsed 
^H        the  rivuT  at  Ncwendcn,  as  we  find  she  halted  a  while  at  Nor- 
^H       ihiara,  under  the  shade  of  nn  oak  tree,  which  is  stiU  standing 
^H        Dear  tlie  churchyard,  bearing  the  name  of  "  Queen  Elizabeth's 
^^^^  Oak."     On  approaching  Kye  she  must  have  oome  down  [he 
^^^Hhill,  and,  whi.-n  ncariv  at  tbc    bottom,  have  ttimcd   into  the 
'Grove  towards  the  spring  at  the  west  end  of  it,  and  of  the  water 
of  which  she  drank,  whence  this  wcU,  which  was  before  known 
bv  the  nsmc  of  Dodrswell,  received  that  of  "  Queen  EUzabeth'a 
WcU  f  by  which  it  is  known  at  this  day.     There  is  a  traditionary 
report  that  the  members  of  the  corpontion  went  uut   of  the 
town  in  procession,  all  clad  in  scarlet  robes,  to  receive  and  w«W 
come  her  Majesty,  she  probably  halting  for  this  purpose  at  the 
spring  above  mentioned,  and  then  entering  the  town  1^  the 
Ptntem  Gate,  which  is  imtoediately  facing  the  road  leading  to 
this  spoL 

The  Mr.  Guildford  who  was  knighted  on  this  occasion  we 
may  safely  conrlude  was  her  host,  who  possessed  large  property 
at  Kast  Guildford,  which  took  its  name  from  his  &nuly. 
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Tlie  Cu)pe]iperi  did  fonnerly  live  nt  Salchurst,  aitd  aThomas 
Cwlprinjcr  roprt'Wiititl  the  borough  of  Kyc  in  Parlianieiil,  to- 
wards tlte  cImhl-  i>f  thiis  n-ign,  Rnd  the  Alexander  Culpepper  bere 
knighU'd  inij^lit  t>i:  of  this  fninily. 

It  is  rather  angular  that  Rlihough  the  vi&it  of  Queen  EIizil- 
heth  to  Kj-e,  in  {o'i'S,  hns  hcrti  mentioned  by  Jcakc,  and  that  it 
ia  a  &ct  eo  circumatantially  related,  bcRidca  being  recorded  by 
theinscriptinii  onthc  well.rvmnininjjnt  thiadny,  giill  wccnn  find 
HO  record  of  t(  in  the  conx^rBtion  books,  either  in  this  Tear,  1^7:), 
or  in  l,WH,  which  Intter  is  the  dat<  of  the  iiiscripiion.  That  the 
queen  did  vi^it  l>ovcr  in  this  year,  1573,  ns  mentioned  by  Mis» 
Strickland,  is  clenr,  however,  from  the  following  memorandum, 
which  wc  have  extracted  from  the  Kyc  A»ctnbly  Book,  i-iz. : 

"  la7:j,  Aug-  3d.  It  is  agreed  that  the  21st  day  of  An^st, 
the  lathyciur  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  Lady  UuMti  bliza- 
beth,  the  lord  warden  haviug  writ  his  letters  to  the  mayors  and 
jurats  cf  Ityc,  to  eend  eight  calivanrs  unto  Dover,  to  be  ia  gar- 
rison there  during;  her  Majesty's  abode,  it  is  granted  andunoer- 
fitanded  by  the  maior  and  jurats  a&aembled  that,  at  hi«  re<]uest, 
there  shall  go  eight  cativarea,  beaidea  the  ensigac,  dnumncr, 
tifer,  and  six  halberds." 

This  entry  ia  rather  cnrionsly  worded  ;  but  the  meaning 
aectm  to  be  this,  thai  letteTv  haviiif^  bo4:n  uritteu  by  the  lord 
warden  to  the  mayor  and  jurats  of  Rye,  to  send  a  certain  number 
of  their  town  (roups  to  Dover  by  the  2Ut  of  Augual,  the  same 
was  ordered  accordingly. 

The  calivcr  waa  a  kind  of  musket  introduced  in  the  reign  of 
ICli^abeth,  and  the  pnee  of  one.  fumtahed  with  flask  and  louch- 
box>  laces  and  moulds,  \tDs  thirli'eii  shilling  and  MX|>eiice. 

When  the  eor^ioralioii  purchased  Ypres  Tower  of  Mr.  Ncw- 
tien,',  in  I -184,  it  would  neem  that  they  did  Dot  tiien  buy  the 
gardens  with  it;  for  we  find  that  on  Aug.  '27th,  1676, this  body 
purehaaedthetiuii-gnrdcu  of  William  titakey, mariner,  Richard, 
and  Henry  Kite,  all  of  Rye,  sons  and  heirs  of  Henry  Kite. 
Judging  fnim  its  name,  we  may  conclude  ih-it  it  wns  used  as  n 
battery,  previously  to  this  sale,  and  on  this  spot  wen:  plaee<l 
Kome,  or  nil,  of  the  cannon  nt  that  time  in  the  ]KiH!teKHion  of  the 
town,  of  which  and  of  other  ordnance  stores  the  fulluning  is  n 
list,  as  delivered  to  the  queen,  on  March  '2Hti\,  1 669 : 

**'rhi»  indenture,  made  the  26th  dayc  of  Marcbc,  anno  1669, 
in  the  -jth  vcar  <rf  the  reign  of  our  Boverdgn  Lady  (iuecn 
Elizabeth,  vntnesseth.  That  the  maior  and  jurats  of  her  Ma- 
jesty's ancient  town  and  jwrt  of  Rye,  in  the  county  of  Sussex, 
have  received  out  of  her  Majesty's  store,  within  the  office  of 
her  ordnance,  by  her  officers  of  the  same,  by  order  from  the 
Right  Honorable  William  Marquis  of  Winchester,  High  Trea- 
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surtr  (if  Bnglnnd,  the  Ijord  Clynton,  High  Admiml  of  Eng- 
land, the  Lord  Willium  Hnn-ard,  I^rtt  (.'hamberlain  of  her 
Maji'siiTR  IlouachoUi,  uitd  other  licr  llighucss's  comiiiibiiiuiicrT 
appi^inUHl  for  the  cauMR  of  the  said  office,  vb,  tbcso  presently 
folionin);,  Qow  remiunlug  within  I  he  said  tuwii,  in  the  rharge  of 
the  siiid  niaiur  and  jurats  of  Rye,  for  which  they  tilaiid  ansuer- 
ublr  to  her  Miijc»ty's  u»c;  thut  i*  to  My  i  cannon  of  bras>,one; 
culveritiHof  brau,  tun;  sarres of  bfBM,  wren ;  mjiiJons  of  brua, 
with  one  IVcnch  minion,  two  ;  faucons  of  brass,  two  ;  sacres  of 
cast  iron,  four;  fatu-ons  of  cnst  iron,  two;  iwrtepiccM,  with  two 
chninhcr*  o  piciv,  three;  lonlern,  with  si-vt-n  chamberH,  four; 
i-nnnoii  &hot,  tliirtv-itrTrD ;  culvrrin  shot,  forty  ;  sacre  ^ot. 
»cvetity-firc;  inynton  shut,  fifteen;  faucoii  jihot,  iwenty-six; 
fnuconct  shot)  six ;  stone  shot,  stxty-fivc;  arqucbusscs  complete, 
thirty-nine;  morris  pilos,  thirty.  *And  now  presently  received 
out  of  the  said  office,  for  the  mounting  of  the  aforesaid  ordnance, 
and  fiiniiture  of  the  same,  these  parrels  following,  for  which 
(hey  al»o  stand  nnswcrnble  unto  her  Highnesi's  line:  carria^^ 
with  extra  bars,  with  iron  and  the  furniture  for  one  di'  cannno, 
one;  carriages^  with  tlictr  fumiturc  for  cutverinit,  two;  car-  _ 
riflj^s,  with  their  furniture  for  sacres,  eleven ;  the  like,  nith  I 
their  ^miturc  for  mynions,  two ;  and  the  like,  with  their  fumt- 
turc  for  faucuns,  four;  culverin  shot,  forty;  sacre  shot,  300; 
ntyniiin  shot,  1(>0;  faucon  shot,  '200;  and  one  last  of  serpentine 
gun]>ovder.  And  the  said  mayor  and  jiiniiis  do  roYenant  anil 
grant,  and  by  these  presents  bind  thcmsclvca  and  their  succei- 
tors,  in  the  sum  of  two  (liousaiid  pounds  of  lawful  money  of 
England,  that  ihcy  coDtinuully  shall  keen  and  maintain  all  the 
•evcml  parcels  aforesaid,  with  their  furniture,  in  good  and  sei^ 
viceable  manner;  and,  60  uOen  as  the  aame  slinll  decay  orgraw 
«n!»i-r*'iwiibl«,  to  rrpairand  amend  the  same  nithuut  any  charge 
unto  her  Majesty,  her  heirs,  and  successors;  and  that  if  the  same 
ordnance,  or  other  the  parcels  aforesaid,  be  by  them  enipla\-ed 
Otherwise  than  for  the  defence  of  the  said  town,  they  are  to  tk- 
store,  at  their  own  ehai^ge,  so  much  as  is  employed  in  place 
thereof,  that  the  whole  furniture  now  debvercd  may  continually 
l)c  by  them  and  their  sueceSEors  maintained  and  prcser«'ed,  imd 
otherwise  to  answer  the  same,  when  her  Majesty  ^U,dl,  by  her 
officers  uf  the  ordnance,  call  them  to  account,  accurUiug  tn  the 
urdi-nt  taken  hy  the  commissioners  aforesaid.  In  witticM 
whereof,  as  well  the  officers  of  the  said  ordnance,  and  as  alw 
the  said  ma!or  and  jurats,  intcrchangeHbly  have  hereunto  sub- 
ftcribcd  utid  Kt  their  seals,  the  day  and  year  tlrst  ^ote 
written. 
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On  this  document  is  the  fQllowinv  iodorsenieat : 

"  Mrm.  That  the  jurats  of  Rye  do  nlk-ge  iIib  French  mynion 
wubin  vriltcn  to  be  tlicirs,  as  takeu  in  the  time  of  \rmm»  with 
thrir  own  boats,  ami  ihrrefure  do  desire  not  to  be  charged  mth 
that  piece  (as  reason  is)  if  ihcy  can  prove  their  nllefruiioii." 

It  has  loni;  br«ii  the  belief  of  many  of  the  iuhabitaiiU  that 
Qiiecit  Elizabeth  had  pivsontcd  the  town  with  futir  pi<rccs  oi' 
braAH  ordnance  :  but  this  list  destroys  Ihai  illusion,  for  it  hence 
appears  that  the  mayor  and  jurats  were  held  strictly  rciiponsihle 
to  the  ordnuiice  ullice  for  the  safe  custody  and  presi!n*itlion  of 
all  their  cannon  mid  dilTcrcnt  firc-amia.  At  this  time  one  pnrt 
of  the  Ninull  building  on  the  south  side  of  the  cbitrch  (dow  the 
vault  of  the  Lamb  family)  «'nfi  used  as  a  ponder  ma^mzini'',  nnd 
the  olherforthe  safe  keeping  ufftome  of  the  pieces  of  brass  ord- 
nance, wlieii  not  t\  anted  for  immediute  use,  but  when  so  required 
were  placed  some  ai  the  (jiin-garden  and  some  on  the  Green  Cliffy 
where  the  flax-siHfT  now  stands ;  and  now  wc  may  sec  what 
were  the  priiK-ipnl  deffiie<-w  of  the  town  and  harbour. 

On  the  point  uf  lund  already  indicatcil  stood  Camber  Cnstle, 
communding  the  eiitmni-t'  to  the  harbour  at  it*i  sonth-emtt  angle, 
while,  facint;  the  same,  on  the  elevated  hill  of  the  toiim,  were 
the  tiro  batteries,  one  at  the  Gun*garden,  and  the  other  at  the 
Green  Clitf,  at  a  distance  of  ubout  a  mile  from  the  former. 

The  orij»inftl  culverins  were  very  long  cannons;  hut  in  1414 
they  were  made  light  enough  to  be  oirncd  by  hand.  Peter 
Bfiwd,  a  Frcndininn,  in  the  employ  of  Kdward  VI,  made  for  this 
monarch  certain  ordnance  of  cai<t  iron,  of  divers  sorts  and  forms, 
u  fauconets,  falcons,  minions,  sakcrs,  and  other  pieces.     Port- 

IMcccs  nnd  fonlcrs  were  much  used  about  this  time.     Tills  iq- 
brmation  we  derive  from  Grose.     Port-pieces  and  fowlers  wen- 
used  for  throwing  stones,  and  hence  the  use  of  stone  shot. 

The  rnnnhcs  at  the  back  of  the  tonii  had  now  bccu  long 
inclosed,  when,  in  the  year  I6'7,  we  ore  informed  by  HoUnshcd 
that  "in  the  Wish,  Bt  llyc  (a  place  so  called),  the  water  came 
in  so  suddenly  and  flowed  no  high,  about  midnight,  that  it  was 
eight  or  nine  feet  high  in  men's  houses;  insomuch  that,  if 
one  William  White  bud  not  called  tliem  up,  u>nie  of  them  had 
like  to  have  been  drowned.  And  this  same  William  White, 
having  a  bout,  fetched  a  great  company  of  them  nut  of  their 
windows,  iind  carried  them  to  dry  land,  as  fast  as  he  could  fetch 
them  ;  which  were  in  great  danger  and  fear,  and  glad  to  escape 
with  iJieir  lives.  Moreover,  the  water  came  in  so  vehemently 
then,  that  it  brake  into  the  marshes,  and  ina<lc  such  way  that 
nhi-re  of  late  years,  and  now  before  this  great  (loud,  a  cock-boat 
could  not  pass  in  at  low  water,  now  a  tishcrman,  drawing  tix 
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ttetwMtram 

"Aad  mhtnm,  mc  itf  Uk  owmis  «f  a  pest  part  c^*  uew 
BHraAc»kad  critaiiip(4aaeca(ilkc>CBi(M  bein^  Terr  mnc 
and  n  eaavBDOU  pww  of  dw  mok  ■■nil}  for  the  drjiag  ti* 
thdr  IMiine  tWi  mi  wctwed  MoM^TeiriyartlMMtiut  dried 
tharneU  there  •aAdadynwa^;  j«C  hceaoMd  bii  acnrnnc 
to  give  tben  iB  yriiwig  that  Utey  oboaU  tw  Bon  hui^  tli«ir 
nets  there,  except  ther  vonld  eoaie  and  eompottDd  with  hiin  ior 
iu  And  the  nine  n^c  <1>j  G<jJ'»  nwrnJence)  ii  came  eo  to 
fum,  tbst,  aoeoidtiic  tntutaninic  (tha^iODOtm7  to  h»  good 
win  and  Bund),  they  are  not  Ekelj-  la  haw  thor  neCs  then  an^ 
more,  bccaoie  of  the  depth  of  the  saler  ta  ao  peat  and  like  lo 
COD  tin  ue. 

"In  hope  oTthecoatiniunce  of  ibe  same  new  opeoe^l  haven. 
oartain  men  of  the  aajne  town  hare  b^VB  to  badd  fur  bark«  to 
trard  the  aeas,  the  «bich>  la  the  coattnuasce  of  tiaie,  will  be  a 
great  lurtherance  to  the  matnicaancf  of  the  quecn'a  iia\-T.  At 
the  black  ^lore  end,  and  before  (be  Mid  Owd,  no  boat  could 
pan  larther  than  the  shore  end,  and  aow  a  boat  that  dtanelh 
aix  foot  water  may  come  in  at  luw  water.  Witliout  the  bar  the 
water  a  deeper  than  it  was  bjr  two  feel  and  more  iu  the 
channel." 

The  Wtiih,  which  u  here  mentiocted  as  baling  been  iniu)> 
dated,  was  and  i«  thnt  part  of  t\w  town  which  lies  tvitiiout  the 
walb,  oQ  the  weal  and  nonb-wcat  sides  of  the  same.  The  »|K>t 
alludetl  to  a>  haviiij^  brxn  u»cd  for  drj-iiig  the  hsbcnncu'^  nets, 
wai  muBt  probably  the  prrEcnl  marsh  called  the  Pole  Manbt 
and  which  may  have  token  its  name  from  the  circumatance  of 
tbepoks  being  there  erected. 

The  following  document  was  found  among'  the  archives  of 
Bye,  aud  wc  Uy  it  before  our  readers: 

"  Know  all  men  by  these  prcMnts,  that  when  our  ao^-ereign 
Lady,  the  Queeti'it  Majesty  that  now  is,  did,  by  her  Highucss's 
letters  |mtciit,  umirr  her  HiehnesK*»  great  sc&I  of  KDslaud,  hear, 
inj;  dale  at  Wrmminntcr,  the  fourteenth  day  of  May,  in  the 
M^vcn  and  Iwenliclh  year  nf  Iicr  Mnic»ty's  rcigii,  nmongat  other 
t)iiii|;%  of  her  more  ample  and  5)>eciiil  grace,  and  of  bc;r  ccrtntn 
kroK  ledge  and  mere  notion,  for  her,  her  heirs  and  suecesBor .  ' 
ktul  grant  unto  Edmund  Coppin^r,  of  Lon(lon,E(iquire,Ub.  j- 
executon,  and  aasigns,  all  and  einfrular  issues,  rents,  revenues, 
atid  yearly  profits  and  arrerugc  whatsoever,  of  all  and  i>in};^lar 
the  mcHsuagpft,  liindH,  tciicnieiils,  and  other  |>rcmi&cs,  with  thdr 
iippurlciianccs,  in  Uye,  in  the  county  of  Sus&ex,  and  of  cvefJT 
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fiort  and  parcel  thereof  to  him,  th«  smd  Kdmund,  bis  heira  and 
uasigns;  olsii,  br  the  said  letters  patent,  anion^»t  other  tilings 
mcntionod  to  be  given  or  granted  from  the  time  or  times  [farnj 
tJir  same  tenements  and  premises  in  Rye  aforesaid,  or  any 
pnrccl  thereof^  to  the  haads  of  the  lalo  King  Henry  llie  Eighth, 
father  of  our  said  sovereiRii  Lady  the  Uneen's  Majesty,  or  to 
the  hands  of  the  late  Kin|i  Edward  the  Sirth.  hrothcr  of  our 
said  eoTerei}^  Lady;  or  to  the  hands  of  llie  lute  Uucen  Mary^ 
sister  of  our  said  Mvcrcign  Lady,  the  Queon's  Majosly  ;  or  to  the 
bauds  of  any  other,  the  profreiiitont  of  our  said  sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen's  Majesty,  or  to  the  hands  of  our  said  sovereign  Lady  the 
Queen's  Majesty,  eame,  or  ought  to  eome,  grow,  or  renew :  to 
levy  and  receive  all  and  siiij^dar  (he  said  rcuU,  isaues,  reve- 
mies,  \early  profits  and  arrcrages  aforesaid  whatsoever,  to  the 
fiimaid  l^idniund  Coppingcr,  his  e>:ecutors,  and  assigns,  of  the 
gift  of  our  said  sovereign  Lady,  the  Queett'a  Majesty,  vithout 
account  or  any  other  thing  therefore  to  our  said  sovereign  Lady, 
her  heirs,  or  sucecasora,  by  any  means  to  be  paid,  yielded,  or 
madei  and  for  the  better  recover^',  levying,  and  execution  to  he 
had  and  made  of  the  said  rents,  issues,  revenues,  yearly  profits 
and  arrearage,  did,  by  the  suid  letters  patent,  make  such  turtlicr 
gnmu  unto  the  Kaid  Edmund  Cuppinger,  his  executors  and  m- 
signs,  as  in  and  by  the  said  letters  patent  nt  large  appeareth. 
Now  these  presents  witness  that  the  said  Edmund  Coppinger, 
for  him,  his  exeeutorM,nndadniii)i9>tnitor8,  doth  by  these  prr--M;nts 
release  and  clearly  dischurgtr  thi-  maior,  jurats,  and  commonalty 
of  Kye  afuresiiid,  iinil  all  other  ptrsdii  and  person*  which  have 
heretofore  been  fcrmcrs  and  occupicm  of  the  said  messuages 
id  premises  in  Rycaforesnld,  their  hein^executorsjandaSMgiut, 
[  and  from  all  and  singular  the  said  itisucs,  rents*  revenues, 
rearly  profits,  and  arrerages.  And,  further,  doth  by  these  pre- 
sents, grant  unto  the  said  maior,  jurats, and  commonalty,  not  only 
all  and  singular  the  said  issues,  rents,  revenues,  yearly  pmtits, 
uiid  iirrerji^cji  whatsoever  of  the  said  messuages  and  prcmiKCH, 
in  Itye  aforesaid,  to  him,  by  llic  said  letters  patent  cranted; 
but  olio  such  power  and  authorit^v  for  the  rccoverj",  levying, 
and  execution  to  be  hatl  and  made  thereof  against  the  ferment 
or  cic<rupicr«  of  (he  premises,  their  heirs,  executors,  and  assigns  ; 
and  against  all  other  prraon  and  persons,  as  is  to  him,  the  said 
Edmund,  by  the  snid  letters  patent,  given  andgmnled.  fiiving 
and  granting  unto  the  said  maior,  jurats,  and  commonalty,  and 
their  successors,  full  power  end  authority,  in  the  name  of  him, 
tlie  said  Edmund,  his  executors,  or  administrators,  to  sue  for, 
recover,  levy,  or  in  execution  take,  by  virtue  of  these,  the  said 
premises,  to  receive,  have,  and  keep  to  their  own  use  and  uses, 
u  tthout  any  account  or  other  thing  therefore  to  be  rendered  or 
made  (o  the  said  Kilmund,  his  executors  or  aaaiiEns.     \x\^^\t- 


^ 


tbt  madmmm,  jams, 
tfaitbe  faatfcooc  bcrrta^HCi 

do,  or  tnmmit  wmf : 


to  be  granted  to  the 
■Ircad^  or  (koM&er  nUI 
to  a^  other  _ 

VQMWtMf  COS  COIBMOSttl^rv  ADd 

ln7,b«e,  mod  hold  dM 
1  Cfue  mamm  of  thai 
Wh^roT  the  nid  Ednwl  Cooiii^er 

hMfa  «l  hit  acd,  dated  the  tagLutaih  dqr  af  Slcjr^  is  die  wnn 
■ad  twentieth  jcsr  of  the  ir^  of  omr  epinereipi  E^J  SSxabeih, 
tqr  the  gnee  cTGod.  Queea  of  Enetnd.  Ftaae^  i^  lidMid. 
Ddader  of  the  Fiilh,  Ac 

"  Bjr  OK  (i-m.)  Edmcxo  Corrixccm- 

■  When  these  memmigm,  bad^  teaweiHi,  aad  other 

nuMs.  were  wmileJ  tc  OBnat  eaj-.     In  ■  wheJok  of  nn\ 

*«**""g^  to  tfct  Ub^s  h«i4  which  we  Ail  iomme*  u  « 
fiiCMse  time,  aetenl  reotsare  mentieotJ  m  mm!^  fimm  certain 
boMes  ie  the  b»«ii;  bat  if  ibcae  had  been  ooatered  br  this 
deed  to  Edaniad  Coppinger,  and  W  him  tn  the  coriKnikK),  uf 
ooonetheTamld  Delockger  be  the  propen j  of  the  bailidr.  We 
must  cotidttde,  thcre&irc,  that  mow,  bat  doI  the  whole,  of  the 
naU,  itTcanca,  &&*  bekmpae  lo  the  cnnrn  pmiotniv  lu  the 
CvcDtT-MTealh  jrear  of  Cfinbeth,  «en  now  made  ercr  La  the 
nmrar.  jorau,  «»d  cwnmooaky  of  the  lam. 

ftrhipt  wme  of  uitr  raaden  mav  think  iheae  uubmqsi 
old  docummts  rsihcr  drr  mud  mtlotcrrauay ;  but  bs  they  oerve 
to  Qlastnlr  tbe  local  tiut  ofibe  lowo  or  tfa«  cuOoms  pnmkoc 
therein,  we  shsll  rentane  lo  preacat  ihem  with  a  tern  murv^  oae 
of  which  is  the  foUoniitg : 

**  Kbov  all  meo  br  ihne  pmesita,  that  whereas  mtr  lore- 
vdgn  Ladj  the  Queen's  Mqes^  that  now  ia,  that  abr,  In  her 
Hiehoears  tetters  patent,  bearini^  date  at  Vteistaia^ter.  the 
twofth  day  of  AjMil,  in  the  ei^it  and  tweWreth  ;cwr  vf  brr 
Majc4tT*«  idga.  auMO^  other  lUagK  pyen  uid  named  ua(o 
^^^^ohn  Walton  and  John  Cwaaet,  gentlrtneo,  all  and  Mn^lar  ibe 
vnngK  of  KBtSy  UBara,  praftts,  rannuodttin.  end  mioliinieiita 
whataMTCr,  arrrred,  accnied,  or  grown  due  or  uavaUr  to  bn- 
Highnwi  or  any  of  bcr  Majcatr'a  ooble  pvofemlun,  )dog%  or 
ijateM  of  thii  realfls,  of  a  certain  paaaage  mar  th« 
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wiiici'roiiree,  aitunte  and  being  in  Rye,  in  her  Majcatv'scuuiil/ 
of  Sussex,  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  name  of  '*  1  lie 
.Rye  Fen-y,"  in  [licienurcuf  Lht;  mayor,  jurats,  an  J  cunitiionulty 
'  ofttyc  aforesaiil ;  and  also  all  and  singular  ihe  arrcragc  of  renU, 
liiHuea,  ])ruflt!),c-ominodilicH,an(l  cmoliinienUi  irliatsoevt;r  accrued, 
renewed,  or  grovfu  due  or  payable  tu  her  Higbiiens,  or  any  of 
ber  Mujesty's  noble  progenitors,  kings  or  ijucens  of  this  riMilm, 
of  all  itiat  Ficr  mi-ttsuaji^-  or  tenement,  vrilli  the  appurtenances, 
in  Rye  Hr<ire»aid,  ut  the  Htroiidej  then  lute  iii  die  li.-ii))rc  of 
Thotuju,  Lord  Buckhnrst,  ur  his  assij^ns,  lately  erected  and 
buitt  uiion  n  certuiii  pieee  of  luiid  uliere  certain  slalilea  were 
fonnerly  soniclinK-a  atundin;;,  which  said  stables  heretofore 
Were  ^Iven,  luuitcd,  and  appointed  for  the  maintenance  of  one 
Blipvndary  priest  for  ever,  to  sing  tuau  for  the  souU  of  Ilobcrt 
Crowitc  antl  his  ancestors,  and  after  his  dcceaae,  as  liy  the  said 
letters  p»tent  more  at  large  it  dolb  and  may  ajipt-ar.  Now 
■these  presents  uituess  that  the  said  John  Walton  and  John 
'Crrit^et,  for  divert  cuusch  and  euiiKiderutioiiei  tlieni  moving,  have 
rumisfd,  released,  iind  for  ever  uuittcd  claim  unto  the  maytH*, 
jtiratii,  and  commonalty  of  Rye  atoresaid,  and  their  successors, 
and  unto^obrrt  Irclauil,  ftcsher,  his  heirs,  executors,  adminis- 
trators, and  assigns,  and  alt  other  the  occupiers  of  the  said  pre- 
misses, all  and  Mn>;u!ar  the  said  arrcrage  of  rents,  issues,  profitii, 
ami  cunimodilit'.s  whatsoever,  arrered,  aocriirtl,  or  gniun  due  or 
puyabic  to  her  lli};hiicss,or  any  of  her  Majesty  3  noble  progenitors, 
Kinga  or  queens  of  Enjilind,  to  the  snid  passage  over  the  water, 
called  Kyc  Ferry,  and  to  tite  said  messuage  or  tenement,  ^yith 
the  nppnrtennnces  before  in  the  said  letters  patent  mentioued, 
as  fully,  frcfly,  and  largely,  to  all  intents,  as  (h^,  the  said 
t  John  Walton  and  John  Cresset,  have  or  may  bnve  the  &amc 
of  the  gift  und  gnuit  of  our  sovrrcian  l^dy  the  Queen's  Ma- 
jesty, 90  that  neither  the  said  John  Walton  and  John  Cresset, 
their  heirs,  executors,  or  assigms  nor  any  of  them,  shall  or 
may,  at  any  time  or  times  hereafter,  sue,  implead,  or  [irosecute 
the  said  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  Uye  aforesaid,  or 
their  successor!!,  or  the  said  Robert  Ireland,  or  any  other,  his 
heirs,  executors,  ndininistmiors,  or  aajign*,  or  any  ol  them,  or 
any  other  the  occupiers  or  ftrmers  of  the  said  premisses.,  ibcir 
lietrs,  executoni,  or  administrators,  in  any  manner  of  aeiion  or 
actiona,  suit  or  suits,  pleynt  or  pleynt*,  for  the  caid  iirrcrngc, 
yearly  rents,  issues,  profits,  and  revenues  of  the  said  premisses, 
or  any  part  thereof,  heretofore  accrued  or  grown  due  or  pay- 
able to  her  MigltneAs,  orany  of  her  Majesty's  progeDitora,  kings 
or  <{uccns  of  the  rc:ilin,  by  rvason  of  any  grant  or  grants  made 
unto  them  the  wiid  John  VValtoii  uud  John  Cresset,  or  either  of 
them,   by  our  suid  sovereign  Lady  the  Queen's  Majesty,  or  by 
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TUB  LOCAL 


Bat  tboeaf 
vfaidi  thrrtbr 


Tihei 
m  aav  of  thca.    TIwt, 

ciBBTT  MOMfj  ffom^  wti  OKnnB  IBC  nod  nvjoVf  ranSi^i 

Mrf    iiiww Ilj,  and  tkor  imiiii.  wad  the  i^  Jtafant' 

L«lid,  im  hdn,  rxce^ota,  mkI  aangBA.     Id 

the  Bid  Jab  Wfthoa  vid  ^ta  OnwC  hnc  to  ibcar  pfcsntts 

art  tbeir  snb,  dated  tk  fourth  di^  of  Maiv,  in  the  caght  aadi 

Cwcatitth  jMr  of  the  rqga  of  o«r  SMvreigB  L«d]r  EKnteh,  by 

thcgrKcarGod.(hMca  of^^d,  PMec,  and  fariwd.  Da-I 

lMder«rihcFutb,  &c. 

"fame^Sed)  ioaKWAvroK.  Pa-nefSc^JoB&SiCai 

A  pdicaa  pocfciBC  her  BrolccB,  hot  on  whkc^  tf-  \ 

Imnu,  traa  wtaA  pean  ■  Gttfe  do^  at  the- 

bnaropsoruoad. 


ftkhawgh  bMb  tbcae  Christian 


■ic  Joha,  fct 


Ua as  thoog^  it  vcr  aa ahhawiatioa of  Johanca,  littmi 
fiirJoba.    Aad  Wc  k  b^  ha  obaemd,  that  Mr  langnaR*  i 
BOW  Mcaaed  la  be  in  a  traaaitaaii  state  &«■  Lalio  toto  g^gfiA 
We  Me  aoaeof  the  pobBc  docwDenla  of  iha  nd^  written  at 
the  fionDcraiHl  asoK  in  the  latter  toofve ;  and  hcrci  ta  thb 
deed,  wc  sec  ooe  laaa  ajgaiag  Im  aame  in  one,  aid  flBCtn  thai 
uthu.    Aa  the  lingnagc  waa  nov  in  a  state  of  limmAM  ^ 
dao  «1B  the  pubfic  prapeity  in  the  tann  of  Rjr.  both  the  kit  ] 
doCTunrart  uowing  •  tianifei  &vn  ibr  crowii   to   the 
pantaHi. 

Tfx  mvd  "  tenmer*,'  foaod  in  tbrw  two  hst  deed*,  inime  lo 
be  demrd  from  the  Preach  '^  fenaxr,"  implpag  a  finncr  or 
naitcr  af  anatber'a  pnpettj.  The  pnaiiiaii  BKnlianed  in  tUa 
flomejaB4ja  Be  jwi  wtlhoM  the  auamA  Quts,  {sMtdfaid. 
the  ri^  hand,  as  TDD  p  oaX  flf  ite  town,  bda;  na«r  a  maM* 
wareboasr,  naed  as  a  ■■!  wikjagloft.  Tbe  Strand  berr.  in< 
the  jcar  I086,  tbe  dste  of  the  deed,  waa  naiiT  fret  Uwer  than ! 
at  preaeot,  the  •«  u  hig^  water  ftminf  ap  oesc  to  the  willi^ 
and  thb  is  dear.  £ron  tbe  ftcc  that  on  siaktnp  a  wril  in  the 
Stmnd  bfwwoy,  bat  a  ihart  diatanee  6wn  heaw,  a  lew  jrcan 
tffi,  at  the  depth  t/  ten  or  twilvc  feel  below  the  prcaeul  sorw  I 
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face,  the  dif^gers  came  to  a  solid  etraiicl,  covered  wilh  eco- 
bcach,  and  where  thc*r  picked  up  several  pins,  a  sroall  belt,  and 
amc  pieces  o(  coin  of  tiie  reifrn  of  Elieabelli. 
Over  this  ferry  all  persons  were  compelled  to  pass  who 
wished  to  go  to  WiochcUea,  Udimore,  Brede,  or  any  other  \>\sux 
to  (he  westward  of  the  town.  The  opposite  laiiding-poinl 
must  have  been  at  the  foot  of  Cadborougli  CUtF. 

When  we  spoke  of  the  mercantile  navy  of  ilie  town,  and  of 
the  de»truetioD  of  the  fleet  sent  to  Bordeaux,  iit  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII,  we  supposed  the  vessels  whieh  cuuiposed  it  were 
the  properly  of  individual  merchants  or  &hii>-ownere ;  bul  froiu 
the  following;  entries,  which  have  been  since  copied  from  tlie 
books  of  the  corporation,  we  now  conclude  that  they  were  the 
joint  property  of  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonilty  of  Rye, 
and  ifaat,  in  short,  all  the  free  Barons  of  this  ancient  torm  con- 
»tiiuU:d  n  trading  compimy,  in  the  baine  manner  at)  thi,-  ^lilds 
did  in  the  early  times  of  our  historj'.  'nUa  fact  may  be  in- 
fcrm)  also  fn>in  the  n-orda  of  Jeake,  when  apeakiuK  of  ()ic  lows 
of  the  "  Bourdvaux  fiecl."  U  is  not  often  that  individuals  send 
their  vessels  all  to  one  port  at  one  aiul  the  same  time,  though 
companies  may.     But  let  us  exmninc  the  entries: 

"  I6M7,  Feb.  2fith.  It  ia  onlered  that  the  town's  ship  shall  be 
notd,  and  tf  she  cannot  be  so  sold,  then  to  be  let  forth  to  freight, 
and,  when  so  let,  to  be  sold." 

"  l&tfH,  September  23d.  It  is  ordered  uud  agreed  by  this 
aSMmbly.  that  the  town's  ship  shall  be  freighted  to  Dieppe,  and 
frcna  there  further  to  be  Ixcighted*  as  the  muster  shall  sec 
cause." 

In  15&3  we  find  a  further  account  of  the  town's  ship,  when 
John  Davyes  watt  master,  and  the  full  freifzht  for  a  voyage  to 
Rochelle  was  iM4,  from  which  £3  '2s.  Oti.  being  deducted  for 
expenses,  the  balance  of  £iHi  17i.  Gd.  was  paid  over  to  the 
chamberlain. 

This  being  nowthe  only  and  the  lost  town's  ship,  we  see  the 
truth  of  Jcake's  words,  "  That  Uyc  never  recovered  its  ancient 
shipping  since  the  loss  of  the  Bourdcaux  tiect,  as  reported  In 
the  time  of  king  Hcnr>'  VII." 

The  following  indeotuic  of  apprcnticc-tliip,  enrolled  in  the 
assembly  book,  ndl  serve  to  show  how  such  llmigs  were  ma- 
naged in  the  days  of  Eliztibclh  ; 

*'  1588,  Mareli  '2Uth.  Tbomns  PeaUlc  put  himself  apprentice 
to  Il«nry  Godsmark,  ficsher,  and  Joiui  his  wife,  for  the  term  of 
ten  yeiurs,  to  teach  him,  or  cause  him  to  be  taught,  the  orcupa- 
tion  of  a  flesher,  binding  him  suflicieut  iitenis  niid  drinks,  luid 
woollen  clothes,  shoes,  and  all  other  things  uecessary,  during 
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the  8a>d  term,  and  in  the  end  of  the  said  term  to  ^ve  htm 
double  flpiKiTel,  viz.  apparel  for  holy-dayn  and  apparel  for 
vorklng-d^iys ;  one  hntchi't,  one  sicdgr,  one  wiroule,  mad  » 
knife,  being  tooln  applying  lo  the  Raid  occupation ;  aad  twenty 
shilliDgs  of  lawful  money  of  England.'* 

A  flcsher  via*  a  butcher. 

Altliougli  in  the  present  dny  we  may  consider  the  duration  of 
the  apttrcnticcvbip  as  bcin^  too  long,  wc  must  consider  the 
furnishing  the  apprentice  with  clothes,  toobt,  and  money  at  the 
expiration  of  it  as  a  most  excellent  provision,  nod  one  well 
worthy  to  be  folloived  at  the  present  lime. 

In   15%  Rye  waa  ufflictcd  wich  the  plagiie,  one  mclancholj; 
memoriRl  of  which  still  remain!;  in  a  9lone  on  the  Qoor  of  the) 
north  iukIc  of  the  ehanecl,  into  which  were  fuiiiierly  let  nine 
brass  figures,  two  on  the  upper  part  and  seven  amallcr  below, 
said  to  represent  n  fethcr  and  mother,  with  three  boys  uiid  four 
girls,  a  whole  family,  which  were  carried  ofT  by  this  fatal  dii- 
ensc ;  am)  with  this  iuid  record  wc  will  close  the  history  of  the 
sixteenth  century.     And  as   we  closed  the   last,  so  must  w«J 
commence  the  next  century,  with  mentioning  thnt  the  pi 
again  raged  in  Hyc  in  the  year  lt}V6;  while  this  scourge  wi 
followed  by  that  of  the  smnllpox  in  l<$34  and  1()36,  and  aUo  in^ 
1654  and  1<J65.     Arthur  Young,  in  his 'Survey  of  Sussex,'  in- 
forms us,  that  from  1030  lo  1C40,  a  period  of  eleven  yean,  thi 
burials  in  this  pariah  exceeded  ilie  bnptUms   by  158,  showiof^ 
the  frightful  ravages  madv  by  these  diseases,  sutlicicnl.  if  con* 
litiiKrd  for  a  few  years,  seriously  to  le.vitcn  the  pojiulalion. 

In  Ifi'Jti  we  find  a  memorandum  that  the  Small  Box  Farm 
was  let  on  lease  at  a  rrnt  of  £  1 10  per  annum.  Tins  Small  Box 
Form  is  generally  supposed  to  have  been  the  town  dues,  then 
payable  to  the  cori>or«tion.  What  was  tlie  respective  atoouut 
of  the  several  droits  and  dues  payable  at  this  time  wc  du  not 
know  ;  hut  in  I^UK  they  were  as  follows,  u  appeara  from  this 
document : 


"  Rye  to  wit. 

"  At  au  assembly  of  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  freemen  of  the 
ancient  town  of  Kye,  in  the  cuimty  of  Sussex,  holden  at  the 
court-hall  of  and  within  the  satne  town,  on  Weduesduv,  the 
6th  day  of  January,  1S08, 

"  It  was  resolved,  (hat  on  and  after  the  lat  day  of  Fcbniaiy 
next,  thm*  should  be  raised^  levied,  and  paid  u[>on  the  several 
cooiU  and  urticlea  hereafter  mentioned  (in  lieu  of  the  sums 
lieretofon  payable  in  respect  thereof)  the  several  droiu  aad 
dues  following,  viz^  for 
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Bnidn  the  Amc  iast,  it  was  ordereJ  tkat  a  furtlier  cfawp 
vsn  to  be  made  oo  aaj  goodi  U»I  wov  leA  oo  tbr  wbarf  b»< 
voftd  tbe  rcMOnaMe  tine  aBovcd  Car  Undipg  an!  taking  then 
avsy.  Bnt  them  ifgnltfiDQa  vac  not  long  of  any  anil ;  for  in 
rhii  laiai  jiai  ycats.  CoBeU  umICo^  wlwwesvlaige  import- 

Sand  exporting  mnrbmtt  ta  the  tcnra,  refined  lo  pay  CDem, 
to  eonscqaeiioe  cf  tbeir  Rfaaal  it  waa  afdercd  tkat  tlinr 
abosk)  be  proccoled  igKnst  by  the  cwporatko.  lo  181), 
■fraeably  to  this  reiolation,  wtion*  at  bv  were  cotamfnctd  not 
oolf  ^un*t  Mnsrs-  CoUett  and  Co.,  but  aUo  against  sereid 
otoer  nerchaBta  of  the  town ;  bat  ttitre  not  bevig  luffiflmt 
lime  to  bring  tfaem  before  the  assize  court  at  Lewes  tliis  rear, 
thfy  were  noC  tried  imtil  the  roOowiog  cnm  flf  H  1 2,  wbra  a  long 
trial  toolt  place,  the  resob  of  which  waa  that  the  corporadoa 
was  DOtuuited. 

Bnng  unwilling  to  low  ifaia  part  of  their  incone  witlMMit  a 
ttiuggle,  the  corporalion,  in  ISlUt,  attempted  to  coUect  whafftge 
on  lUKOOdii  anil  «arr«  at  the  nt«it  fixed  h\  the  8cbcd\je  of 
1908,  noping  to  be  able  to  obtain  the  same  money,  uoder  the 
naroe  of  whufagc,  iriiieh  they  had  failed  to  do  under  that  of 
duira.  Bat  this  was  objected  to  by  Meun.  Smith  aiid  HickSr 
the  mccc-uoni  of  Collett  and  Co.,  when  proceedings  were  or- 
dered to  be  taken  against  them;  but  not  quite  satisfied  of  tho 
wiindDcas  of  tlietr  case,  they  took  counsel's  opinion  as  to  the 
rieht  of  the  corporation  to  take  town  dues  or  wharfage.  What 
tlii»  opiniou  was  we  luuw  not ;  but  we  may  conclude  it  u'as  not 
favonibk-,  sa  ue  h<'ar  of  no  further  procci^tlin^H  in  the  matter^ 
and  thia  Ux,  whether  mnde  under  the  title  of  droits  and  dues, 
or  wbarfagc,  is  now  entirely  done  away  with.  Alihough  this 
wad  a  irreni  relief  to  the  mercluinls  of  Rye.  it  may  be  a  question 
whrlher,  in  jutticc  uiid  Mjiiity,  the  corporation  were  not  entitJod 
to  wmc  triuinf;  payiuL'iU,  \u  coiisidrraliou  of  the  csjiciim-  thrr 
wri^|t  in  erecting  und   mamtaining  tlie  wborf  at  tUe  Slrund. 
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BuC  however  this  may  have  been,  ilie  qticstioii  is  imn-  set  nt 
rest  bv  the  comtniHsioners  of  the  harbour  having  pimrlinscd  hII 
the  ntinrfs  oftbe  cor})oraiiuii.  aiul  IvwiiiR  a  tonna^  duly  on 
all  it-s-'H'is  cominif  ill  or  goin)^  out  of  the  port,  if  «■  holly  or 
punialty  laden. 

As  wc  arc  on  the  subject  of  dues  paid  in  the  lown,  kc  may 
M  well  lay  lieforc  our  readere  the  folloMiiiR  "  Schedule  of  the 
F<?e»,  or  Dutifs,  helonging  to  the  King's  Majesty'*  Biiyliffe  of 
the  antient  town  of  Ityc,  in  ihc  county  of  Sussex,  and  usually 
received  withia  the  said  town,iis  follotreth  : 


'  In|Mipia.      Fni  cn-r}  twi'tilj  (hlllti^'  *orUl  olgnoAa  ^llig  Dot  or 

<«ailuf(  111  III*  liiirlKjut  tlii-tn      .  .  ■  .  . 

I(*«i.     Pot  ancfeoiiic*'  of  nnv  veml  cnmlnfi  ill  or  gt^ng  out  Uom 

(r^cvplfmnnenof  the  I'vrii)  .  .  .  . 

Item.     rorcTrr;  lun  ofwlno  romtnxliilbnr 

Item.     F-'ui  ■■><'!>  liDrai>[in(:1c  KOiriK  uni  ur  (uinl<i|[  In  \hm    • 

llwo.     War  BWy  trnnk,  iId.       ..... 

Ili'in.     For  **»*'!  box,  irtrat  ur  ininll,  Infilell,  ur  iraitnMnlflllQ,  do. 
Itf*m.    For  i-vrry  htiiM-,  di>.  .  .  .  .  . 

tlmii,     Vtn  vvn  p>**nigvr,  Jo.,  bf  Uia  name  uf  liputl-niii'ir']',  nr 
l>i-itr  pMMga  ..-,.- 

It'ni.     For  iTKtij  J«v  (lUHlns  In  di  oot.  for  ti(-ii<l-m(inv)' 
llem.     Foran^'bil'  'm  lioat  xilJ  wlibln  Uiu  Mldlinnii  vlx. 

for  ■  *lilp  .... 

for  a  hont  .  .  .  • 

[Imi.  Tbc  mMcliKntii  nrr  Ut  malic  cnliy  Ln  Ihu  ciulvtn  hmtv  tlirrv 
of  nil  mchfPtoitsGumitiu  Iti  otv-olnfcutitbulbnriiii'ciKtuniri'i  ndil 
Uin  kiiin's  baltiir,  OT  hi*  il<-|iiitf,i<hnll  rrceim  iwoivhcf  in  dm 
tuund,  H«  abiie  inl>l.  lur  all  lucb  ^oud*  In  pfl>*1iig  In  or  iiul,  bj 
the  nanw  of  p.-tlf  riulom  or  taivogit      ... 
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rThiii  ftrhpdnle  is  dated  A.i>.  1670,  anH  »hnws  that  the  bailiff 
oollcctcd  dues  on  iviiic  and  other  ^oods,  which  arc  also  nirn- 
ttonod  amon{»  the  town  dues ;  hiK  whether  the  corpomiton 
I  received  theirs  st  the  same  lime  wc  huve  no  means  ol"  knowing, 
■  as  the  two  srhcdules  are  dated  nt  very  distant  periods  from 
K  each  other.  Such,  however,  wc  must  suppose  to  have  bectj  the 
B  case,  provided  the  Small  Ilov  Farm  meant  the  town  dues.  Wc 
V  may  observe  thut  the  bnililf  collected  n  tax  on  piiKM-i)gei*S 
W  coming  in  or  going  out  of  the  port,  an  item  not  included  among 
tbc  town  dues,  givin);  us  reason  to  think  that  in  earlier  times 
inaiiyi  both  Jens  and  others,  had  to  pay  thici  (a\  ;  ibc  furmcr 
being  ever  a  persecuted  race,  and  thus  were  charged  scvcnpence 
when  others  were  only  char;;^!  twopence. 

Besides  these  fees  payable  to  the  bailiff,  there  were  also  cer- 
tail)  rents  in  the  town  belonging  to  him,  nii<l"hich  we  will  give 
a  list  of,  but  shall  first  imturi  a  eopy  of  the  patent  whereby  this 
officer  held  hU  nppoiutmeut. 

"  Charles  the  Second,  by  the  (rmce  of  God,  of  F.nghnd, 
Scottauil,  France,  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c., 

'1\ 
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to  all  to  ifliom  tlicDc  fjrcscnta  ahull  come,  Kf^^og :  Whereat 
wc,  by  our  letters  palenu  under  our  ;^at  seal  of  Hii};lajiil.bear> 
ing  date  nt  ComoiirvT  tlit  scvcnili  tlav  uf  Si.-pit-uil>cr,  in  ilw 
fififi^nth  year  of  our  rpiHTi,  for  the  consiileralinn  thcretti  es- 
prcs^cd,  hiiTr  i^vt-n  mill  i;raiil<r>l  unto  Pliiiica-'i  ( 'Wfttoii,  f^Mit., 
tiitf  nrtice  of  bajlilTe  of  our  (oirn  or  lordship  of  live,  in  uiir 
county  of  SuMMcx,  to  hutd,  occupy,  ''iVf^y'  ""d  i-xcrciKC  the  *aiil 
office  of  baylifTc,  to  the  said  Phinras  Chcston,  or  his  autlidmt 
deputy,  during  lii»  natural  life,  ivith  nil  and  "iiif^dar  the  ri^htD, 
feeR,  profits,  and  advantages  to  the  »aid  otlin:  hows>iever  t>c- 
longinj;  or  Appertaining,  with  the  nrrcars  thereof :  lo  hold  and 
receive  yearly  the  said  rights  and  fees  to  the  said  tonii  or  lord- 
ship yearly  growing  and  arising,  as  well  by  the  proper  hAnd>  of 
the  said  Phineas  Chcatoo,  and  in  his  hand^  retuineil,  oa  by  the 
faatids  of  the  reeoiver  or  other  occupier  of  the  said  tonn  or  lord- 
ship for  the  time  being,  during  the  time  aforesaid,  as  by  the  aatd 
letters  patents  more  fully  appeJirelh.  And  uherea)>  the  Mtd 
Phineas  Cheston,  liy  his  M'ritin<^  under  his  hand  and  seal,  siinted, 
scaled,  and  dated  the  ;JOth  day  of  November  in  the  ?  ist  year  of 
our  reif^ti,  for  the  eon»tdcralion»  in  the  eame  writinpnientioned, 
did  surrender  and  deliver  into  our  hands  and  (loit^esaion  the 
said  letters  patents  and  oHiee  of  baylifTc  of  the  eaid  town  of 
Kye,  together  trith  all  the  fees,  profile^  and  advantn^s  to  the 
Kiiid  office  belonging,  or  in  anywise  appertain! tifc.  as  by  the  said 
uriliuf;  dolh  alao  more  fully  «ppi'ur,  vtlnch  said  surrender  of 
the  said  PhtncaH  ChcHton  we  have  accepted,  and  by  these  pre- 
Bcnta  do  accept.  Know  ye  therefun-  that  vie,  us  well  in  cot>»i* 
deration  of  the  said  surrender,  av  for  di\-ers  other  goiNl  caune* 
and  ronsidcrations  u»  hereunto  especiully  mo%in|j,  hnvr  ^iven 
and  granted,  and  by  these  presenm  for  in,  our  heir*,  and  *uc« 
ccssors,  do  ^ivr    and    grant    unto  John    ByndlvK,   of    London, 

Setit.,  the  said  office  of  bayliffe  of  our  town  or  lonI(«hip  of 
lye,  in  ourcounty  of  Sussex,  to  hold,  occupy,  cnjov.  and  exer- 
cise the  said  office  of  baylifTe,  to  the  said  John  tlyndti-s.  by 
himftelf  or  his  sufficient  deputy  or  deputies,  for  and  during  our 
ivill  und  pleasure.  And  further,  of  our  abundant  gmcr,  rcrtnin 
knowledge,  ami  sole  motion,  we  have  given  and  granted,  nrni  by 
these  pix-seni9  for  ti»,  our  hi-im,  and  sueccsBors,  do  j:\\k  and 
grant  unto  the  said  John  Byndles,  for  the  execution  and  ri:er> 
ciKing  ihe  suid  offii-c.  all  and  kingulnr  rights,  fees,  prulilft,  and 
advantages  whatsoever,  to  the  said  oflice  houMieier  In-longing 
and  iippc^rlaining,  with  all  and  lingular  arrears  thereof,  lu  hold, 
eiiioy,  and  receive  yearlv  the  kaid  rights,  fvtra.  and  arrears  hou- 
pt-iiiiii;,  hy  deaiha  and  itlicnationn  to  the  said  tonn  or  InnUlnp 
'  niwiiij;  uud  ari»in^,  an  well  hy  Ihe  pru|M:r  liancU  of  llie 

III  Uyiuiks,  and  in  hi»  Kiinda  retaiocd,  as  by  the  hnml* 
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of  the  receiver  or  other  occu|jior  of  the  said  town  or  lordship 
for  the  time  being,  durinfr  tl*"?  terra  nforeflnid,  hytHjiiwI  portion!*, 
in  as  nriiple  manuer  aiid  fumi  us  ihf  said  Phiiicas  Chcslon,  or 
any  person  orperaona  i-iijoyiiij^tlift  utinc  ortJrp,  IiikI  or  rc<H:ive<l, 
or  ou|;tit  to  Imve  or  ntrcivcd,  [li<:  imtnc  in  and  for  the  exercising 
thereof,  any  other  gilts  or  grants  lij  us,  or  nay  of  our  prcdect-s- 
sors,  licretoforc  mode  to  the  auid  John  fivndles,  or  any  statute, 
aid,  ordinanns  provision,  proolamntioii,  or  n'stmint  to  the  con> 
trary  hereof  h(;ri;to(iir<'  mitdc,  done,  published,  ordained,  or 
provided,  tn*  any  other  matter,  cause,  or  thing  uluttsoever,  in 
aityxtiM;  not\tilhstiuidiii);.  In  witnts*  whi-reol'wc  have  caused 
tliPBC  our  letters  to  be  made  patents  Witne»ROiin<elf,  atWest- 
nnn^ter,  the  third  day  of  March,  in  the  twcnty-lhird  year  of  our 
reign. 

"  By  writ  of  private  sen!.  "  Pigott." 

The  date  of  this  gnint  is  March  3d,  1671. 

"  The  king's  r«nt»  of  afuizfi,  out  of  divers  lands  and  tene- 
mcnls,  lyinf;  and  heing  within  ihc  ancient  lot«n  of  Rycv  in  the 
county  of  Sussex,  for  the  bayliffe  of  the  said  town  yearly  to  be 
gathered  and  piiyiihic  at  the  Fc^ist  uf  Su  Michat:!  tlie  ^Vrch- 
angel,  as  follnncth,  viz. : 

Iroprlmli.     Of  il,c  tantontiun  ol  Uie  lalil  town  oT  Rre,  ncuallj'  pnh)  hy 

Iho  rlioni^Kftklif,  prr  nviiinm  .  .  .  .  •  jp^     ^     9 

It^ni.     Out  of  Xhe  clirrch  aiiJ  chnrthjorJ,  iwanll;  |)Bid   hj  llic  ctaunb- 

w«tilr*t,  p(^r  iinttiim  -  •  -  ■  -010 

lUm,  Out  vf  lb?  nniwr  of  Lrntiinm,  bIki  L«ir«liaiii,  Tot  ci-(lnln  lanJi 
Mongfng  10  tbe  Mid  nnnar,  Ijinff  wlttiln  Uiu  lilirilli't  at  ftje,  pel 
BiinoD        •  •  •  -  -  •  •  •030 

TISIKKXn  IS  Bf  ITCllHtL  iSO  WICII    Vinils. 

llvai.  (Jul  ota  plMruf  litiJ  ill  tlie  Wlxli,  ufi  purl  of  wliieli  u(  Inir  BlaiNl 
•ti  t(>iii>iii«)U,  til.  thnr*  of  Thomaa  Smtlli,  two  of  n<ih(>ii  Hfiime. 
miJ  oiia  ot.lobn  U'liilu,  nuv  Muiiinii^  to  <bi<  hplri  ul  H'llliiim  Uar- 
wxah,  <p>nf..  tii'ptmvA.  Mhiilttns  la  Uin  Mxmtr  ninnlnff  brivwpii  tlM 
Ntaii!  util  ttiE  Inniliof  JimiM  W«lcli.  j urat,  luivaiJiltw  nurlb;  Ulbo 
land*  i>r  Jolin  Iliitt'lirT.  K«nl..  Imriiril*  Ihn  <sal  ■  to  dw  couiiiion  lanilii 
ot  tb*  (nM  corpaniliim  of  ttye,  npor  the  tmrn  dftiH.  tiiwania  Iho 
ttMth ;  and  ta  UU)  landt  nl  Jabn  hinlfncr,  townnli  iiiE  wist,  pn 
■nnum  -  -  •  -  -  -  ■  -OH     a 

]|«ini  (>>it  of  a  Icnrmral,  UtrlduJ  Into  turn  ilu>vllUi|(ik  In  Ibc  luiie  cdIIfiI 
Huck'a  lBiw,iiiilli!h<*iririIi*ti'h*'i»l"b:UiiiKiB«r.  now  ol  J'nrnh  Uiiliv. 
luir  ■>(  'riiiiniiui  rik'bvr,  anil  heforc  oi  .lobii  Tiiflon,  «*'].,  abitHInK 
tn  llii-  rtaiilliinelim-iird*  UnMuntb  ;  to  Um-UiiiIi  nnJ  Imeineiitool  Ihe 
bfin  u(  Ttiomat  (Ink*,  n*ar  th<?  tVcii  CUIT.  tuiranlt  Ittr  mat;  to 
lhi>  landi  'it  tlm  ni<l  brifa  nt  I'tioni.ia  IMkr.  and  fi  lhi>  ImHbi  Iftir  0^ 
Tbomaa  Muri-'>"«-  towanlii  l)ii<  iiorlh;  oiiit  Ui  tlio  tai't*  bih]  lni»- 
mHiilaodM^'ll  Attiander,  t'twiriU  Ibni'iul,  pot  annum     -  OHO 

Itani,  Ont  of  t.'*o  Irnrinvnt.  itiiil  twu  sarli^n*,  onr  UI*  M'ltliam  ChiI. 
manV  now  of  John  Hailtrf,  jo"..  In  >l|(bl  «'  Itli  wife.  Hit-  nlho  of 
Tboma*  Biuoba,  Iwll)  fixnietl^  B<!<a»i>l  Ji-iihin*un*>,  and  lamtr  Hm- 
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ff     0     1 


nraui[h1  riiTvanl  -         -         -         -         *l      i     • 

nirhani  Huk^r'i,  •bulling'  lu  Ibc  Kjiik'»  itrtrl  lamiUi  Uia  Mfib  ; 
to  Ibe  Innilt  mul  Irm-mriiU  nf  ffllllnm  SJjton  InwanJ*  IIkt  »t»ti  ta 
tbi! curie  lunM«  t lif  -Kiulb, mill lo  IhP lane lwilln«lo  fheChth, eMtd 
Bairaliinp.  Inwrinli  llir  diul.  |wf  nnnum      •  ■  -  •     ff     a    1 

Item.  Unt  or  Iwa  U'livnienU  anil  two  ic»fi!lena,  am  hit  a(  Rlc^nl 
Mi'w.  HOW  III  nrcuiidlian  of  Nkhulu  CbaifibWi,  tlie  MbH  UU  ol 
Rtibcil  PunU.  iKm  iii  nc«iip«illt>"  <il  Elimbxth  IVInlorbnnir.  u>-iilaw. 
Mime  lime  Mr.  tlopprr'i  unil  Anilrrw  Pa(ui*«iii'«,  HhiilUnf  lo  U>) 
Kinft'<  •Uvot,  iiiwunlii  ilip  iiiirili;  lotlii'  In9ii)>i  niid  iftiFinmU  of  DanM 
(loin,  hivnnti  tlir  w«t )  !•>  Ihe  CIIIT,  wiKtl ;  a'l'l  l«  til*  hnJii  iMd 
l«nniiiinla  of  AlrximJur  BrnintU.  |(*">t.,  luul  Jotin  Do]*,  lowacda 
ttiB  «<ul,  {to  oniiiua  ....•• 

Tiniiiam  m  the  miooi.h  ntturr  vrxnit. 

Ilraa.  Out  at  lnu  tifimiienti,"i''<cliui-,uiiirinrileiio(  TImoim Mofplwlli 
inlr  of  Richanl  MilU,  lorni.  bpfni*'  <if  Mnllbrvt  Younii.  jtinil.  mhI 
miiie  'iTTif  nf  Thu  nni  Kulu>r'>,  abullliii;  lo  tbv  Ktnu'i  ilrert.  C*1M 
lliR  Mi(l.ri»  ilmfl,  toviiKlt  Ihr  nntlli ;  In  Itii-  toinl*  ul  Smdl  Duk^ 
wuJuw,  Biiil  InWIl  Al«iii»li?r,  lowani-  tiM  MHilh ;  fn  Um  Uwb  m4 
UiwiBciitii  of  tliD  hi-in  111  Pntiicii  Wli>t*r,  and  tbe  Uod*  ol  Jane  K«y. 
Inwanln  <)>«<  wv*l  -,  mill  la  Ihp  lamia  of  Thonnii  Ctuuuli,  ^tiii.,  UiwafiU 
thi!  itiit,  pci  iiniiaiD  -  •  -  .  -  -ItOi 

IWin.  Out  al  tlin  tviirnii'nt,  doi^,  and  ^Bll)en  of  Tbamu  Patsier, 
f^nt..  aoiiip  ll'inir  of  FraiiciH  llnrrli,  and  formnrlf  of  Robert  Wf  ntiin, 
■liiilIli>K  to  ■!>•■  Kli>i;'i  Miiti'I,  cnllrJ  Ihi'  Miililli-  alin-l,  [iiwiuili  (be 
mulli(  to  lb«  buidtnndtenenienUuf  (hvbdn  of  EJ«iu<i  Umbncx*! 
mit-t  nnd  Uio  land*  u(  Maik*  llaipniitF-t,  niiJ  rbr  Iflirlr  of  Uic  bein 
of  "niotniu  Hunter,  loiianl*  thcw»lMi>l  luiilh  ;  anil  lo  tbr  Inndf  nf 
Ihr  hrlra  of  Mnikv  Thnnint,  K''"t'>  loO'ift*  llir  noflli;  ■■»!  lo  Uie 
laiuli  nnit  Iriii-ninib  iif  Mlclianl  and  Hrno  Jnrith,  luwanbi  lliv  out, 
|)i^r  iinnum  •  •  •  ■  -  •  •OOll 

llFDi.  Out  of  th*  (en«in#nlniiLl  itartlpn  eflbp  belt*  of  Mnrkc  Tbcffiaa,^ 
fCMiL,  Miaie  time  of  John  tkrIrrriiliKi  ■hulliotc  to  lb*'  Kiiis'*  •(ffi 
cdtcdttleMlilillriilMvt.  Uiunnlflbv  nurlhi  lu  thi^liuiili  uul  Ipiunii-ali 
of  Jabn  Il»ii<l«n  kiwanlK  Itip  WI--1 1  'o  Ibrlari<lRlnte<il  Wllbniii,  Jobn, 
mod  Jaam  llBrlMlonr,  anil  of  ilu-  Iipiih  of  Tliotnu  lilccini,  >«iat, 
townda  Ula  inulb  ;  nnil  la  thir  lnii>l<  nnd  Icnrmmli  uf  lll>itb*Tw  (lar- 
rliijn,  UiwnnU  llir' •■n-),  jipt  annam  .  .  .    J.-        -     II     B   T( 

IWm.  Out  '>r  (lie  ipfipnrcii  nnd  xniden  o(  Matibi'w  IlaTifHn,  Ula 
Slc|ihi-n  ll*in">ii>,nrd  b-lorc  o4  Db«IJ  llalcbrtl,  nhiiUliw  «■  ihr 
Kni|£»  ^lr«•U  rullri)  Uir  Mulilli-  .trrfl,  tanardBtbr  imrlh  ;  lalbrlandi 
nrnl  lr(ii'<i>Kii)«iil  Ibr  brlmur  Murk  Th<ime<,(tnnl,.ti>WHril>lbp  weal; 
Ul  Ibr  IniuU  Inie  ol  Wltlinm,  Jubn,  anil  Jaai>-<  HntUlniH'.  lownnfa 
IheMiilIi;  MRil  lo  Ibo  InniU  aiul  iL-nemrnu  uf  llr.ni^' UblttwouJ.  In 
liffbt  at  bii  trife,  Imnnli  lhi<  (u.i,  |ii^  ■niinm  •  -  -     0     0 

IIkib.  Out  uf  lb'  li-iiMui-iiti,  •lubli?,  rloie-,  anJ  (anti^  of  tbc  faeira  of 
WiltUni  Go'tirj,  cnlleJ  tbc  ?klrrini<lil*,  liil*'  uf  llmnia*  nisr*!!*, 
jiifni.  mnif  limi-  nf  Willinin  l>l>l*bury,  Jurat,  aibl  hrfiirr-  PnMI'a, 
abtillliu  to  till-  KinK'*  tit**t.  nllnl  lh»  .MIAlli>  ■llrri,  (■lusnl*  tba 
iKiulti ;  to  Ibip  Umb  anil  IVBrnamta  of  Ptilll{i  Flltib,  frnt^  towufda 
IbP  <■«>  ;  ti  ihclaiiil*  o^  thn  li«ln  of  Mnth  I  hOAiai,  ^Ttit.j  Ibc  laaala 
tai*  ol  KliHt  Kalnm  nnd  TIioihm  MuMbcn,  lowanih  Ibe  noidii 
nmd  to  Uk  hndi  nad  Ir.irnimU  of  Fllubrlb,  May,  aat  Smnit  K«jt 
l««ai<ta  Ibe  eul,  {«r  wmuiu  •  •  •  •  -    •    3 

TiturMEMra  ir  nit  iftiWRT  itmd. 

Ilm.     Oul  oT  Om  Tlunira  Itamr  an.!  eafdvu,  abatlftw  lo  tl»  ttiiirrlt. 

janl,  loikardf  UiB  tuulb  i  lr>  Uia  UndnaMlrMweKUoi  AlkvOttino 

mod  Mat}'  FfoJIli.  lowattl.  Ibe  vtat ;  \o  the  latxla  of  Job«  UalMI, 

mwL,  MBd  ViIIMb  WddUh,  t««aiil>  tb«  norllit  Wid  la  Ilia  haw> 
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Bimiitlit  roimnnl  -  -  •  -  £\    14     S 

■iipkNoI  \lfrty  Rn»n,<riiluu',  ooi)  Ihr-  liplrv  ol  >liiii>Fii  ('tuducke  and 
ilw  Inns  <ii1Ihi1  Uiu  Vi<ni<|{v  Uuv,  IvwitrJt  tlioful,  pi'l  Biiiiuui  -     0     V     i 

hcB.  Out  uf  t>>u  tenrmrrils  >iiil  tiucltwu,  dI  Fmnr-b  Viiunic,  jnrni, 
Inip  Fbllli)]  .Sliifwrn'*.  in  n«tit  of  Iila  w\lt,  ntii]  Kwnv  ilnie  ot  Efii>[(r, 
Mb'illt<ii,-U>iliir  KiuK't  tUtvU  lowttitUut  Kiiilh  anil«fil;  aiiil  to  ihn 
latitln  ufirl  ti-iirmrnta  tjlJuhn  (.'iuuo.l],UiwitriLi  tbe  iiorlji  biiiI  riiit,  per 
nnnuiti         •  -  -  ■  -  .  •OUIt 

iTtiB.  Uat  at  tha  Irfirwaitt,  iinw  Unu  l^ncpiciil*.  ot  Jobii  Cfnutli  nnd 
lil«  tiller*,  ■oiot-  tiniB  of  John  Piourr*,  (nllnl  llie  UmitK'.  Willi  UiB 
>UblM  am)  itatilBiu  lIiniHtu  lii>loi9Kl"it.  atiiiUlnic  lu  Ihe  Klng*K  ulrcct, 
otlril  Ibv  Utilclirrj,  luwnnli  Uii- nuullii  U>  Itin  lanila  mid  Iwiiriimnl* 
of  I'fnni^t*  VoiiiiKi',  juint,  tt>wtiriU  Uw  wrd  iiiul  aouUi ;  In  Ibe  laiidi 
»(  Abraham  K(fnii«ll  nud  Ibv  bi-ir*  ul  Muiiiw,  Uiwanli  Ibe  iiorib ; 
»n<l  to  tt?  iBadt  ol  Il'eidid  Abruliuni  Kviintll  bIwnnU  the  mti; 
ni'il  tu  U)«  fliFL-I  kodinic  Iruiu  the  Uulcbrry  to  th«  Li>nf[CT  ttrMtttto- 
nanlii  Uio  wni,  |wi  gitiiiiin  -  •  •  •  •UU^ 

Itfui.  Out  ul  Iwu  1ciiiiiii-nt>  ■.ml  I«u  k""I''I>'  or  Tliumn*  tiaj*.  ii*nl., 
U'-^  RitwHril  Mlliri'a.  hiiiI  (unii-  Utuv  WMum  r>nlli^tr«,  niiJ  briora 
Ch!nH«il  Cubb'a,  jumi,  nbulliiig  Id  Iba  Kiiia'*  ilrpel.  rnlliv)  1I14 
Roieliiicr,  nnil  lo  Ib«'  luwia  aiti]  tnn«m«iiu  of  Jobn  UrrJ")',  tuwanli 
IbE  wnl :  lu  Ihr  Iniiila  of  tbe  (aid  John  Bieiuli,  to  Ibn  TlitT  niiJ 
■>i« iiiK  uf  the  Hn*,  litwntJi  >li<.*  •oiilb  miil  m-t ;  lu  tlll^  (ciieniFCila  ■>! 
AlFiaiWpr  Ilvniiel,  f)i'n  I.,  ral  Inl  Itur  Cbi-fUTr,  mill  lolbc  Kiiifi'i  •Iiwvl, 
UiMatila  tbo  iwtlbi  |i>-r  niiiiiiiii  -  •  •  •  -     0      I      8 

Itpn.  Oiil  of  B  trurinciit  mid  oliuv  ol  John  CutUn,  j;nnl^  UU>  of 
KIcbBnl  ruakp,  and  Im-lvtf  of  U'iiiiiini  Ontj,  jural,  sbiittlnK  Xi  tlic 
laaJ  (Hllvd  Ockinnn'i  Iniic,  Ion  nrda  Ibc  nvdli ;  i»  Ibn  Clllf  lownrJt 
Uwrnuli  aiiJ  111  Uit- laiiils  ul  lliriir}'  ItmmGitM,  kcvt.,  lowianlK  Ibe 
Mnitfa  sikI  «e«l,  fi-r  miniiiu  •  -  -  -  •    D    D     0 

TMixucKia  >■  iHK  (.mil  uiTK  iirtan. 

JipBi.  Ont  nf  ton  ti>ni-iiii'ritB  am)  a  ttnhlp  lit  lh»  EiKl  CtllT,  of  linMI 
^dillb.  «iit<)<«.  Intu  llirliatil  llt>iiiir(.  miiiw  lime  uf  Tlmmiu  Ua\r- 
ftilic. anil  lvri>ri>(il  Ji>hnSbnr]>o,  jnml.ahiininiE  in  ib^  Kiiik''"''***'!. 
callnl  lbs lM(igi.-r  >tncl,  lowardi  the  nurib ;  to  tbi.-Cllir.  tuwatila  tba 
m*l  nriil  mulh;  and  lo  Itiu  InniU  niitl  (HiKniriitF  uf  (bclietnof  DwlH 
pRrker.  toiranla  llie  weil,  per  Bniiiini  -  -  -  -    0     1     1 

Ileal.  Out  tif  (he  tv[ii>ni*ki>t  nuw  \ht  fn*  Seboai,  and  Intr  lliomni 
Colbmnd'),  Jont,  willj  tli<?(;nnlBn  Uwru  bclangliiK,  abiitiliiK  tu  th'^ 
Kiiiic'*  ■tnvl,  callnl  liM>  l^i>i)n  •»•*!,  luvaMa  Ui«  Mindly  Ui  llie 
Iniul*  nii^  loncmcnU  lair  of  Tlioniia  Manlullt  tpiil-i  ilecraxil, 
luwarilf  llu!  « tisi  i  Ul  the  Ivwii  wilJ,  tunahls  llie  iiuilb ;  niiU  lo  Ibe 
iBnib  iif  Jnlin  Diiltlirr,  Krnt..  vtiil   Ilic  InniU  nnd  ti-m'iiiiTiis  ul  Itir 

tieirs  uf  Juliu  ^i)}**- i'^'"'- '''^''O"-'^- ''"*'"^* '^*^  t^*'-  |ii'i  "'loom  -  0  i  II 
Ill-ill.  Onl  of  two  tfiirmi-iils  *nd  Iimi  Kaiilcrgi.  onn  iif  Filln^l  Skiiiiier, 
and  the  othei  ol  Jiji>>[ib  L'uuiier,  In  riifbt  ul  lilt  wll<-,  liiti-  I  iMnua 
GfaenflaU'a,  k^iiL.  nbuumit  In  Mw  Klue''  •licct.  (nlU-d  Ibe  Longni 
•treel,  ttnraidi  Ibe  nmlli;  lo  Ibr  tnndi  i<l  ttix  Ix-ir-  ui  Thunmt  \\'l\- 
lanl,  toWBfdt  lb*  raal ;  lo  lb*  IhikI*  of  .\li»  (.'otbm  and  Marj  Cnilli, 
towBiito  Ibe  auotb  ;  >thI  Ui  Ihe  IotkI*  aiul  Ipiii-inaiiu  ul  tlir  tii-ltf  ol 
Gc«r]Be  Radvell,  £■>).,  towatilii  Uia  buI,  par  ■iiniini  -  .     l>     0     1 

TcsrMtKn  in  INC  rTaiNu  ajkVt  vj.»a. 

Item.  0«l  ol  n  pleev  of  gionnd,  wbereun  Intr  utowl  a  teiminenti  now 
ol  MkIibfI  lt«i>e-f,  InW  ul  Tbomoii  lireennL-lil'i.  gvnK,  and  Matr 
olTboiBw  PoiniBii.oliiiltHiH  toUwKiii(t'--l(T'l,CBlk'd  tlic  tonfcet 
■Iml,  1i»B/<li  Uie  ful;  lo  Ilw  \ai'4i  aivi  leiievonli  ol  llaiWHl 
MklHrl  llumrat.  lavtRnlt  Ibe  uuilb  ;  lu  Ibe  town  ubII,  lo<«anl«  tbe 
wnt ,  and  to  tlv  laiiila  aiid  iRneoicntK  uf  Henr}  HduamUi  toward* 
til*  toatk.  iwr  annmn  •  •  •  ■  •  .0II1| 
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were  ia  Uic 

Ifprwngby 

ia  Goprjr- 

to  tfae  laid  oo  doth  or 

recmcd 

■f  cntBB  rvntt^fte,  and  (b«t 

1 1»  Ae  csipanbaa  ofRjc;  but  tlvae  were  not 

r,  «•  we  6ad  ibe  (MBfiff  ridmuif^  otiien 

If  we  knew  vben  the  prvpertv  vu 

ibc  mu  paBCed  lo  ibe  Mrpon- 

wbedker  the  «1w)ie  or  «dt  of  it  was 

The  vcTfxsI  propmies  we  bsTc  alluded 

te  M  ilHiltniofri  ID  the  achedalr  of  1<)70,  are  OM  duw  liable  (o 
Miy  nMt-KUDi,  kadiBK  tti  ibc  concIuMon  thai  thcNe  nere  it 
^Qie  tune  or  olli^  bought  off  bv  tfae  owners ;  an«  in«Innce  of 
vUch  vc  have,  in  nfevatee  to  ibat  belonging  to  Mr.  L^nincr, 
which  wws  crowii  frofcrtj  aoUte  as  the  y»rl82I,wheu  it  was 
redretncd. 

At  prrsent  there  are  no  crown  rcnta  in  the  town,  nor  are 
there  but  tffo  huUM^  liable  to  qtiit-rcnts  to  ■  lord  of  a  manor, 
aod  these  art  standing  ia  the  High  ttrvet,  facing  tbe  Geotoe 
Udtcl;  t'lic  the  jiropcrty  of  Mr.  David  Stoiiha^i^and ooc  ol"  Mr, 
Cbarlt-K  Edwards.  The  latter  is  the  Manor  House,  held  uiid«r 
ibf  Manor  of  I'laydcn ;  aud  wbclber  these  were  ever  (lurchiucd 
bv  ibr  lord  of  this  manor  wp  cannot  decide. 
'The  church  and  clmrchyard  were  liable  to  a  yearly  reot,  to 
paid  bv  tlie  chiirchHardms,  of  four  •billings.  At  this  day 
■«■  ofliwrs  tiav  iuuitiallv  m  I^jrd  Radnor  tbi-  «»ini  of  i^2  \2'.  'V. 
■  the  churi'liynnl,  as  the  receipt  siifcifics ;  but  w  lii-iher 
'its  origin   in  thi:  crctwu  rent  must  remmn  matter  of 
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Badding^H  ward  catnmenccd  m  Ch«  soutb-w«at  corner  of  the 
clmrchriir^,  and  mn  to  tlie  eastuard  as  far  »s  tlic  edge  of  the 
Eaal  CiilV,  ^(htrrc  fortncrly  stood  Uaddiii;;N  F^'*'^- 

Middle  street  ward  iiiclmlL'd  the  |irc»viil  .^i  i-nnuiil  and  Middle 
atrcclM;  in  fact,  it  is  vcrj"  clear  that  the  nrifciital  Middle  street 
«ii3  thcprKscnt  Mcrmai'd  slrt-ei.  for  the  Mermaid  liiu  is  de- 
Rcrilxrd  m*  ahullin!^  on  the  raiilJi  towards  llial  Birefit,  and  Jeake, 
in  his  summary  of  tlie  atrceu  iu  Uyc,  mcutions  Middle,  but  not 
Mermaid  street. 

Market  word  embraced  (lie  present  Rast.  Market,  and  Ucd 
Linn  streets,  and  ihe  north  aide  of  the  chiir<:hvard. 

Stmnd  gate  ward  e\ti;iukrd  from  this  (fate  lliruuifh  llit  Mint, 
an  far  as  ihe  ure-Hi-nt  Middle  street  on  the  siiutli,  and  the  road 
Icadin^^  into  Jnrrett'n  yard  on  the  norlh  side. 

Land  pate  ward  included  all  the  houses  without  this  gateway 
and  the  Lonf^r  airetrt,  as  fur  ax  tht;  rond  It^ndiiif^  from  hence 
iiilo  Jarrctt's  yard  ou  the  north,  and  aa  far  hb  Middle  street  on 
the  south  side. 

Having  thus  traced  the  botimliirj'  of  the  different  ward».  wc 
nmat  next  endenvniir  to  point  out  thi-  ttitiintiou  of  anme  of  the 
[iroprrticK  mentioned  as  being  liable  to  the  payment  of  these 
crown  renia;  to  show  what  waa  their  nature,  and  how  they 
were  finally  got  rid  of. 

Not  bcin;;  able  tmlis^fuctorily  to  fix  the  loculily  of  any  of  the 
projicrty,  cither  in  Watchbcll  and  Wish  ward,  or  in  BiKldiitj^'s 
Miini,  nt'iproceed  loMiddli-  street  wnni,  where  we  find  distinctly 
mcnliont-d  the  Mermaid  Inn,  which  wc  know  to  have  been  in 
this  word,  and  which  ve  know  also  i>  situated  in  the  Mermaid 
street,  on  the  north  side,  and,  consequently,  as  it  abutted  to 
Middle  street  lowHfds  ilie  smith,  tlie  Mcrmiiid  street  of  the 
present  day.  muat  have  been  the  \liddlc  street  of  I67(>.  This 
liunac  is  no»  the  property  of  Mr.  Utiark'S  I'uilc,  and  the  yard 
at  the  bac-k,  through  which  a  footway  still  runa  into  the  High 
street,  is  railed  the  Mcnnaid  yard. 

Id  Market  ward  we  find  the  Vicarage  honae  and  theG<N>r(^  ; 
but  ihe  latter,  at  this  time,  did  not  join  the  Longer  or  High 
Btrcret.  The  prcRcut  Lion  street  Ibcn  had  no  distinct  name ; 
Hiid  tilt  Bulclu-ry,  to  llio  Huuth,  must  have  ran  t'liriher  to  the 
westward.  In  this  ward,  aUo.  the  pn>|M:rly  described  a*  (>elon{;- 
ing  to  John  Curtin,  gent.,  i»  that  on  which  now  stand  all  those 
hou!H-!t  on  the  east  side  of  East  »treel^  fitending  from  Mr. 
Kam^lrn's,  a(  the  »i>uth,  down  to  Ocknian's  lane  to  the  north, 
which  lane  in  still  in  c\i!iteiico,  and  leads  to  the  I^c  Cliff.  In 
an  old  deed  thi.t  tenement  and  close  are  described  as  containing 
an  acre  of  land- 
In  the  Land  gate  ward  we  tract?  the  site  of  the  grammar 
ttclinul,  in  the  centre  of  the  II  igb  street. 
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(>f  the  two  properties  described  as  being  in  the  Strand  gate 
word  tlie  former  was  thu  first  on  jour  left  hund,  at^cr  entering 
the  towD  through  ihU  gate,  and  the  latter  must  have  been  at 
the  souCh-weHt  corner  of  ihe  Mrrninid  street,  just  at  the  font  of 
the  Stmnd  Hill,  one  part  adjoining  llie  Mennaid,  and  tlie  other 
(he  LtiEiser  street. 

The  several  messuages,  together  tvith  the  shop.  »nid  to  ho  in 
the  Lunger  street  and  iu  the  one  Icadipg  from  this  to  the  Pus- 
tern  gflte.  are  evidently  the  several  sites  on  which  now  stand 
the  throe  houses  fiiciiig  the  High  street  to  the  south,  and  uhut- 
ting  tri  tlu:  Conduit  Hill  on  the  enst,  and  uhich  arc  now  the 
prmirrty  of  Mr.  Lnrdiirr 

Tlipse  arc  some  of  (he  various  tenements  which  were  liable 
to  rcnt.s  of  RKsize  to  the  king's  haililT,  and  nhicb  were  in  the 
nature  of  quit-rents,  ttn  appearH  fi-om  the  haililTs  patent,  wherein 
he  is  called  the  "  bnylitfc  of  our  town  or  lordship  of  K^ c,"  and 
also  from  these  words,  "rights,  fees,  and  nrrears  happening  by 
deaths  <ind  nlienution »,"  seeming  to  imply  thnt,  as  in  eopy- 
liolii^.  certain  fees  or  fines  were  payable  to  the  lord  on  death  or 
alienation. 

Wc  have  wen  that  in  1585  one  Edmund  Coppinger  received 
a  grant  from  Uueeu  EIi^ftbcth  of  ecrtain  rents,  &c  ,  and  that 
lie  granted  them  to  the  cori^onition  of  Rye ;  but  these  were  uot 
til  the  rents,  it  is  clear,  as  we  lind  the  bailitl'  claiming  others 
nearly  a  century  Inter.  If  vcc  knew  whcrtr  the  pro|)erty  wnj 
situated,  out  of  which  arose  the  renin  (;rnnted  to  the  cor|)onk- 
tion,  we  miglit  ascerUiin  whether  the  wh€>lc  or  any  of  it  waa 
now  held  of  the  same.  The  several  properties  we  have  alluded 
to,  a*  mentioned  in  the  schedule  uf  lii'O,  arc  not  now  liable  to 
any  quit-rents,  leading  to  the  conclusion  that  these  were  at 
some  time  or  Other  bought  off  by  the  wwncr«;  one  instance  of 
^^hich  wc  have,  in  reference  to  that  bclnnging  lo  Mr.  Ijarducft 
which  was  crown  property  so  late  as  the  year  Itl'^l^wbeu  It  was 
redeemed. 

At  present  there  are  no  crown  rents  in  the  town,  nor  an 
there  but  two  houses  liable  to  quit-rents  to  a  lord  of  a  moaoTi 
and  these  are  standing  in  the  High  Mreet,  factug  the  Ueoree 
Hotel ;  one  the  properly  of  Mr.  David  Stonhaif^and  one  of  Mr. 
Charles  Edwards.  The  latter  is  the  Manor  Mouse,  held  under 
the  Mniior  of  Phiyden  ;  and  whether  these  were  ever  purchaacd 
by  the  lord  of  this  manor  we  cannot  decide. 

The  church  tind  churchyard  were  liable  to  a  yearly  rent,  te 
hi!  paid  by  the  chuR'h wardens,  of  four  shillingH.  At  thia  thiT 
thcKcotlWrspay  nunnally  to  Lord  llwlnor  the  i>iimof  £^2  I'iM.tia, 
for  [iiirt  of  the  churchyard,  as  the  receipt  s|R-citirKi  lint  whether 
thiit  hiid   Its  origin  in  the  erami  rent  mnxl  ivniaiii  mutter  of 

confccture.  jM 
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III  WiadiiUea  Uierc  »n  slUl  t|ult-reuta  auid  towu  dues  pay- 
able. 

The  plan  of  dividin;;  tunn-s  into  mnriU  is  of  v<ny  unc!<-nt 
date,  and  was  iiislituted  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  "  watch  and 
ward,"  ami  this  was  the  nwi,-  in  the  low  n  i>f  Rye,  wlicre  we  Itave 
seen  there  «tTt'  »lx.  Evei^  iiihahicant  was  bound  by  the  art 
6th  Edward  111,10  nnti-h  in  tiirnit ;  eiich  wnrd  hiul  its  omr 
caplaius,  and  there  were  four  constables,  vir.  one  far  Land  gate ; 
ODeforStnind  gate  and \Vi»h ;  one  for  Market  aud  Middle  street; 
and  ouc  lor  Diidding's  and  Waichbcll  ward;). 
'  "At  an  aK<ieiiibly,  heldon  Nov.  lyth,  16'27,  it  wna  ordered 
th&t  the  constaiilcs  in  their  several  wanU  Hbnll  ^ivc  warning  in 
the  raoniintr  to  iery  persons  to  WHtch  att  their  turns  -shall  come, 
u|)oii  the  forfeiture  and  penalty  of  two  ahillings  for  every  eon- 
Ktakle  that  shall  not  carefully  pcrtbriu  Ms  duty  herein;  and  also 
every  wieh  person  or  persona  as  shall  be  duly  warned  by  the 
ronstuhle  of  his  ward  to  watch,  and  eumeth  not  to  the  place 
appointed  to  receive  hia  eharge  from  the  captain  uf  that  mgbt's 
watch,  ihey  and  every  of  tliciu  shall  forfeit  twelve  pence.  And 
every  captain  of  tbe  wateh  iluit  shall  not  watch  when  bis  turn 
or  course  cotnelb,  ttholl  likewise  forfeit  two  shilliiif^s ;  all  which 
forfeitures  ai-c  to  be  paitl  Co  the  use  of  Uie  corporalion.  And 
to  the  number  of  captains  formerly  ehoscii  there  are  added 
Jolin  "Walter,  John  Spyc,  Jobu  Urecnficld,  and  Edward  liar- 
riaon" 

The  following  is  (he  copy  of  a  watch-honk  for  the  year  1 679, 
containing  the  names  of  the  watch,  uf  the  consmbtes,  and  of  the 
cjipuins.  It  is  entitled,  <'  A  list  of  the  iahabitatits  of  the  an- 
cient townc  of  Rye,  in  tbe  county  of  Sussex,  charged  to  wateh 
in  their  own  persontt,  ur  by  such  aulficient  watchmen  as  shall 
Iw  approved  by  the  respective  captains,  to  be  every  night  before 
the  captain,  ati  follows : 

LAND  OM-K  WAKD. 


Ctfflalo.     Mr.  TbomaiM  liter. 

1. 
Jolin  PlerrCi 
C.llr.  n»rUiii. 
All»  Ituiwaibi  wlJow. 
IVIflFl  Hill**. 

Jolln  i'allnFT,  ><i«. 
ThuMU  T«llj. 
tTboainx  llnnlMn. 
rhib|i  LUboanie, 
lUcliar\l  Lilbuunw 
John  Elitml. 
I'hunuu  Can- 
trf-vi|t<r  ttulWHsfa. 


Cn^ln.     MrTtiomiu  Muhntdii.-. 

9. 
ITlllinin  Bu>«ii<b. 
John  SIfly. 
Alio  D.>tic<i,  wiJuir. 

BlUllrt  lllltMiuh. 
AUen  Gflld. 
John  f'ullln*. 
PbUt  Culliiw. 
Tboaiiu  SliAijtr, 

TIlOIUlU  PCI}IMtl. 

KklinriKiiillupp. 
John  rimiiti. 
Anne  Itwe,  widow. 
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LAND  GATE  W ARD—emttiiiued. 

Captatn.     Mr.  Benjamla  Marlin. 
3. 
Robert  Medowe. 
Robert  Baber. 
Jubn  Butcber. 
Robert  Uradd. 
William  iluller. 
Samuel  l^ggs- 
Giles  DBTid. 
Antfaony  Knigbt. 
Slephen  WilDutiirsl. 
Thonua  H  umersuuiH. 
Nicbotas  BiKse. 
FrancU  Lighiroola. 

Captain.     Mr.  Tbomai  Hunlt-lt. 

4. 

John  While. 
E.lwiir<l  Be^ile. 
NrclioliuChiirle. 
John  Uanlel,  M-n. 
Gilci  I)iBbo|i|i. 
John  Ollaway. 
ComeliUF  Peadle. 
'I'homaj  Harmao. 
JuiDBii  Welah. 
Wllllarn  Houn^rlL 
Bartbolomew  CHrter. 
Alexander  White. 

STRAND  GATE  WARD. 
Captain.     Mr.  Tbomas  Toumny. 
S. 
Juhn  Hnmon. 
Nicboliu  Skinner. 
TliimiB.i  J  am"  11. 
Thomnn  PiReein. 
Siiniiiel  Gillarl. 
Mr.  I.ewlH  Gillart. 
Alirulium  ^Vlldc;<. 
John  Jm'oh. 
Mictinpl  Jacub. 
Mirliarl  I1nrn<!i'. 
Klinji  S'viiine. 
Richnrd  (iniienor. 

Captain.    Joseph  Radrnnl. 

«. 
J.imeii  Stand  en. 
TlioiiniK  GuU'ens. 
Th'iniH8  Mnrd)in1l,  jun. 
Jonejib  C'oopi^r. 
Kulirrt  Browni". 
(ji'or^*'  Lriveiiili-r. 
J^ibi^  Tnrner. 
VVIIIiHin  [loungell. 
Tliiimiis  Tujior. 
Juhn  Bolton. 
William  Deerlnff. 
Robvrt  Barltwlomew. 


WISH  WARD. 

Captain.     Tbomai  Kalght 
7. 
John  Gilbert. 
Ftancl"  Sii-rly. 
Thomii«  B'lckf. 
William  tWood. 
John  W»i|i;bt. 
Thomas  Moraball. 
Jobn  Eag'es. 
Ahrabam  Stepbena. 
Joseph  Medcalfu. 
Jobn  Torher. 
John  Price. 
1  boQiu  Fiiu^iiden. 

Captain.    George  Weeden. 

B- 

Adam  Wildes. 
I^dwnrd  Goiter. 
Richard  SIroikde.      , 
Elias  Mari-holl.  ^ 
NicbulM  Archer.     — " 

MtVDLII  STKEET  WlHD. 

George  MaltelL 
Robert  Smith. 
William  Fletcher. 
'Ibomax  Copelnnd. 
Tbomu  Pallmer,  jun.  ^ 
Stephen  Frciicham. 
Stephen  Jone». 

MIDDLE  STREET  WARD. 

Csutaln.     Aaron  Peadle. 
H. 
Richiird  H art!' home. 
Tbomaa  Keeler. 
EllL-"  Grecie. 
George  Jacob. 
'I'tiomos  Gower. 
John  Plane. 
Willium  lujIoT. 
William  Wajlelt. 
Andrew  IloRfri. 
Jubn  Morris. 
Pbilip  Baker. 
Mro.  Mnrten. 

Cautain.     Giles  Freeman. 
10. 
Edwnrd  Perry. 
Tljomat  Shoesmitb. 
Ktlwnnl  Cee. 
Phlli|>  Pnwell. 
Samuel  JeiikM. 
Williiiiii  KiihHrdfon. 
Miirltiii  (ire hie. 
Thiiniii"  Greble. 
Ileni)  llouni>ell. 
Rlcbufil  Towimeiid. 
John  Luckett. 
'I'homns  GreUe. 
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^|IJ>DI,E  STREET  WAttD—ai«t. 

MARKET  \VAR1>— nar.              ^^H 

^B    Ca|>Uln.    nuwlmul  0\Me. 

Captain.     Ukbavl  Culnuii.              ^^^f 

^H 

^^^1 

^H          ftichnnl  U'IKoril. 

Mn*  ^Vfliivvr*                          ^^^^^1 

^^P          Tliunvw  tt'Uftinl. 

John                                            ^^^^B 

^^H          I'komw  llajilrn. 

^H          RlrlHirtl  S[MI>trJ. 

^^B        RichiiT>l  ^k>iU(e>l,  Jim. 

^^^^1 

^^B           nullum  I'uitriii. 

Juiiii                                 ^^^^H 

^^K        II«ni}  Lllfionrnr. 

Jahn  Fdfnon.                         ^^^^H 

^^1        Tboau  Uciinclt. 

Tliiinwa  Cioudi.JaD.                 ^^^^H 

^^^^  CIlM  llolniv*.  Jim. 

^^^^L  Eilinnl  Vltun. 

Iv^fii'iirxl  ifiJlcWIor*                    ^^^^^B 

^^^^^  John  ItDunm*!!. 

Paiktrt.                                ^^^^1 
KutHrl  CatlDiin.                        ^^^^H 

^B      BAUUINU'S  WARD. 

^^^H 

^H      CapMn.    Joliii  CbHRilmv. 

IVATCilBELL  WARD.             ^^H 

^B 

C«pt*lu.    Jacob  Foret).                ^^^| 

^K        Haberl  Mukp. 

^H 

^H         VrNluiin  VTIiitrTboiun*, 

Strplieli  Si-olu.                                ^^^^B 
Juhii  WinkflrU.                        ^^^1 

^^B              rbUBIIM  SmId. 

^M         D.tid  IUIfi. 

^^^^1 
^^^^H 

^^B          Hu'liaiJ  tlcllon. 

^^H           JuH-jili  Ilimda. 

JaiDH  iValkUjntf.                       ^^^^^H 

^^^^^  Jotiii  Udjiw. 

^^^^H 

^^^^^L  Joha  Seloion. 

^^^^H 

^^^^^  Ei1««>i]  NiHliiiiifpls. 

WiittTlNKKne.             ^^^H 

^^^^    Michne)  DdcIcc 

H'lUliim  (iuiHijrare.                ^^^^| 

^^^          Ili-ntT  OlKki^. 

Ruhi-rl  fiiTliolai.                       ^^^^H 

^^^^>  JuKlili  Mwicn> 

WlllUmOak*.                               ^^H 

^^^^B  CayUn.    iobn  ifaiot. 

Ik[u9»                                                                  ^^^^1 

^B         John  Krcklj. 

Capfaln.    Julin  Cvrlpk                 ^^^^| 

^^^^H    Julm 

^^H 

^^^^^K   Jiilin  1  liiiiibirll. 

EdwMnl  ilfDokh                     ^^^^1 

^^^^^r  Geor^-  Fciiix-'r. 

John  Ilullibonp.                     ^^^^| 

^^V           John  PiiuUil. 

Rutw^rt  WnMj.                        ^^H 

^^f          Joba  l>ooJ>m<t>. 

RubrTt  IVIIo««.                         ^^^M 

^^B           JaUa  BkhAi^. 

Rirlianl  (Inko.                               ^^^H 

^^B            Wiilinr  Cituiitlvit. 

Klrlinnl  Dnnna.                            ^^^^H 

^^B            Tbonioii  llroake. 

M>»kRi;iii>»«IL                     ^^^H 

^^B                         S).|rrr, 

WilliniD  J*Ohrj.                          ^^^^H 

^^B             Atnikt'  lloiinifU. 

If  Mow  OMk«.                                ^^^H 

^^B           JvUii  llutklaiiJ. 

Jobn  JuDvbi                           ^^^^1 

^m           MAKKKT  W.\nii. 

Jobn  PkiVvw.                         ^^^H 
William  Uenolda.                   ^^H 

^^K        Caplnio.     Hobrtt  Swulrjr. 

^B 

COMITllt'Ea.                          ^^^H 

^H          Jobn  Braoke,  trn. 
^H          Abntan  Kennvtt. 

Lind  mip  w«ni                ^^H 

^^1          Jahn  Qoiliry. 

Rdwurii  1  biiri'^.                      ^^^^| 

^^m           Richard  il'illani. 

Stranil  sale  niul  \fub,               ^^^^M 

^H             H'lilo*  tlamcHt. 

Thuma*  Clmkif.                      ^^^H 

Hariict  and  Middle  ftirti.              ^^H 

^^^>            >ilt.  tiinnj. 

OMigv  Hntitaab.                     ^^^H 

^^^^B   John  Bread). 

^^^^^H 

^^^^f   Tbonai  Bufw. 

BMMInK'a  aM  W«hbb«U.              ^^H 

^^^^^    Rarthalainew  tlnaiU. 

TliomM  Wuul.                   ^^^H 
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From  this  book  we  learn  that,  independent  of  the  captains, 
Ihorc  were  two  htindn^  and  four  persons  liable  to  keep  wateli 
and  wftfd,  vilhcr  in  their  own  persons,  or  by  ctlicicut  aul>t>ti- 
tuies.  Wc  find  several  widows  on  the  list,  nnd  l)ie»>e  ort-ounte 
sened  by  substitutes ;  ami  from  this  we  may  conclude  that 
every  bouse  was  liable, and  not  the  person,  in  Uic  «anie  niaiinef 
BH  the  poor  rate  is  now  leviable.  Tbe&e  two  hundred  and  four 
persons  were  divided  into  seventei-n  oimjianies,  each  con^istinf; 
of  twelve  walcbera ;  one  of  nbieli  turned  out  eveiy  m^ht,  bo 
that  each  was  on  duly  once  evcrj-  seventeenth  night.  Adding 
the  seventeen  cajtlainB  to  the  two  bi)ii<b-ed  and  four  wateher^ 
we  have  a  total  of  two  buiidrcil  and  iwentj-onc.  The  former 
were  men  of  weight  ami  rcH|>rctnbility  in  the  town,  aome  of 
them  being  jurats  of  the  corpomttun.  In  some  inntaiiccs  wc 
Rce  that  when  one  ward  could  not  tind  its  fiill  complement  of 
twelve  men  for  any  nnrttcular  corapany,  lhi»  defieiency  waa 
HUpplied  from  the  adjoining  one.  Thus  tlin  live  Bml  of  the 
eighth  eoinpmiy  Wlonged  to  VVUh  wurd,  and  the  seven  lust  to 
Middle  street  want ;  the  )«even  first  of  the  thirtt-enth  beloafrrd 
to  llnddiiif^'s  ward,  while  the  remaining  Hvc  were  takea  from 
Market  ward;  the  nine  limt  of  tlie  fifteenth  company  were 
bikeii  from  Market  ward,  and  the  three  last  from  the  Watch- 
bell.  In  this  book  nc  also  find  the  WMicIibell  se)>arated  from 
the  Wihh  ward,  thus  making  seven  instead  of  six  distinct  wards; 
and  this  may  be  accounted  for  in  this  way:  when  the  wurda 
Were  firnt  established  there  were  scarcely  any  buildings  in  tlie 
Wish,  and,  conacqucntly,  not  enough  to  nmke  u  ae|tamte  ward ; 
but  when  houses  were  built  here,  as  was  the  case  by  the  year 
1^70,  the  date  of  this  watch-book,  then,  for  the  convenience  of 
wnlcbinf;.  it  wiib  found  deslriihle  to  sepamte  the>e  disiricti. 
Tlio  Land  (rate  wanl  m-cms  to  have  been  the  moBt  pupu1ou4.  at 
thiH  time  havini;  supplied  four  whole  companies,  which  no  other 
did;  the  Middle  xtrcct,  tlie  next,  furnishing  little  more  titan 
three  and  a  half,  that  is,  the  former  found  forty-eight  watch- 
men, and  the  hitter  forty-three.  And  thti»  we  find  this  primi- 
tive mode  of  i^uanlin^  a  town  «til1  in  practice  towards  the  <:li)9e 
of  the  seventeenth  century.  Etich  man  wax  to  appear  atiHiclenlljr 
weapoiicd,  and  n  woman  waa  to  Und  a  Mibstitutc. 

In  the  tenth  oF  Charles  I,  a.d.  1634,  a  letter  of  mark  was 
fprauted;  but  to  whom  it  does  not  appear.  In  l(iU2  Jcake 
informs  us  that  he  bought  a  parrel  of  wheat  out  of  a  vi;ud 
which  had  been  taken  by  a  privateer,  belonging  probablji 
tlioii^h  he  docs  not  tell  us  so,  to  the  port  of  Kye ;  for  privatc«rs 
ni-iv  tilled  out  iti  this  harbour  during  tlie  last  century^  nnd  • 
captain  of  one.  bclc>n}{)ng  to  tJiv  (own,  was  killed  in  am  eogagv- 
mcnt  with  the  rncmy. 
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In  1  ^0  Peftcock't)  ichool  n-as  built  in  the  Longer  street ;  but. 
as  wc  shall  speak  of  this  at  length  under  the  head  of  charities, 
we  shall  add  untiling;  marc  here. 

Wh«n  we  last  [yartod  from  the  Uun-^ardcn,  in  1569,  we  lefl 
it  garnished  with  caiiiiuiiH,  ctilvfriiis^  sacres,  mynioiis,  laiicons, 
raucon«u,  and  other  warlike  impUmcnta,  besides  piles  of  stone 
and  iron  shot;  nhereaa  now,  iu  l(j41',  we  find  it  convertvd 
tutu  a  DGacvable  bowliiiff-i^en.  »nd  the  iron  and  stone  shot 
turned  into  womleii   bowl*.      Oti  Ortobcr  .JOth,  lfi4!),  the  c«r^ 

Cumtioii  grunted  a  lease  of  fifty  years,  to  Edtntind  Ellis,  uf  one 
ouiie  ur  K-iii'iTR-nt,  otu:  cIdm-  niiil  |rar<li.-i),  tofT'ther  with  ii  plot 
or  piccff  of  ground  called  the  Gun-garden,  and  the  rlilTTs  tliere- 
untx>  adioiaiiijz,  runerving  to  the  nia^or,  jurats,  and  n>Riniontdtv, 
and  (heir  sutrccssoirs,  and  to  every  inbabitatii  of  live,  aiul  others 
n-Aiirlintc  then--,  frvc  liberty  of  iiigres!),  egress,  and  n;grcM»  to 
and  fn>m  the  aaid  (jiin-;ranifn  to  go,  walk,  bowle,  exercise, 
muiit<>r  solrlierii,  dis|xirt  and  regale  themselves.  And  Ihe  ROme 
Edmund  Cllis  uas  to  make  it  a  tit  and  convenient  pliiee  to 
Iwwie  in,  and  to  keep  the  same  mlled  and  swept  and  the  graits 
mowed.  From  tbi»  time  the  Gun-garden  was  oft<*n  cidled  the 
'*  bowling-gn-en." 

On  July  'i'th,  lfJi*5.  John  Palmer  hin'd  the  Giin-gardeii  for 
rnbbits  to  feed  on,  and  aho  the  (own  cliff  or  pendants  of  the 
hill,  frutD  Land  gate  to  Strand  gate,  for  twenty-one  years,  firoRi 
MicbaelmaiP,  Itj^^ii,  at 'JUi.  per  anninn,  and  to  deliver  unto  the 
cor]>ornlion  three  dozen  of  rabbits,  at  AiL  eueh,  within  the 
first  three  yeani,  and  Ihe  last  eighteen  yeant  six  rabbits,  every 
year,  to  every  eorjiorfltion  man,  at  4ft.  eaeh.  Excepting  liberty 
(or  ]M.'r»ons  to  pliiy  at  bowls  in  the  Gun-garden  and  to  build 
stairs  down  the  cliff. 

Pri'viuusly  (o  thtn  ]>eriod,  we  may  suppose,  there  were  no 
titepa  down  the  clit}^  leading  frooi  the  Uun-garden,  to  the  fish- 
market. 

The  town  of  Rye  it«elf  has  always  been  deficient  in  that 
most  useful  clement  water;  within  the  walls  there  are  no 
Hnrings  of  giH»d  water,  and  the  supply  originally  came  from 
three  sources:  thcchtTiiton  the  north-east  side;  Uiieeii  Eliza- 
beth's Well,  on  the  north,  and  certain  npringti,  under  liersam 
Hill  to  the  Mortb-wcal.  The  principii!  source  ha*  always  been 
thut  which  still  supplies  the  town  under  the  north-cast  cliff; 
but,  when  the  place  was  entirely  surrounded  by  the  sea,  there 
must  have  been  great  inconvenience  in  fetching  the  supply 
from  hence,  and,  even  many  years  uiU-r,  when  the  tide  no 
longer  flowed  nil  rotuid  it,  aiill,  at  high  water,  there  was  no 
ftpproac-h  to  this  Kpot  by  land,  and  the  &all,  us  we  shall  see 
presently,    oAcntimes    seriously    interfered     with     the    fresh. 
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Withntit  prctendiiif;  to  very  great  exactness,  aa  to  the  time 
vihea  the  water  was  first  conveyed  into  the  town  by  pip^^s,  we 
tiiiiy  iiulii-t;  Iktc  that,  so  early  a»  llie  year  I.^U",  on  August  >>l]i, 
thi>  c(ir|H)niliui>  i^aiiu-d  to  'Diumii^  Lcxliiiden  the  liberty  t^ 
layinif  a  (]iiiU  tohU  liou&e,  called  the  Woudhniise  from  Riit]^- 
well.  As  all  our  rtaJcrs  may  not  be  aoiuainicd  wiiii  ihe 
provincial  plirttseolofty  uf  Kasc  Su»!tes,  it  may  be  ncll  at  once 
to  explain  ivliat  this  word  "  budge"  meam.  It  is  a  lar^  cask 
fixed  on  ulieeia,  tor  the  pur|>ofte  of  conveying  naier  from  ■ 
disUince,  nnd  the  Biulja'-ut-II  is  one  of  the  springs  arising  in 
the  nnrlh-ca^t  dilT.  in  nhich  is  lixed  n  ptim]i  for  tlie  con- 
venience of  filhnft  these  budjtcs.  This  place  is  now  ccnrrally 
called  the  "  Budge  Pump;"  at  a  &1iort  diatanc^i  CAstwurd  lirom 
(bia  is  a  reservoir,  frotn  which,  by  means  of  pipes,  the  water 
is  oonvejed  to  the  wnter-house  at  the  bottom  of  Conduit  Uill. 
and  to  ihc  cistern  supplying  the  stnind  pump. 

"November  Ibth,  l(i'i«.  It  is  ordered,  at  an  a^wmhly, 
that  the  chainberlftii),  Willi  all  convenient  speed,  ithall  provide 
new  pipes  of  lead  to  be  either  larper  at  Brick-well,  to  briaij 
from  thence  water  into  the  new  conduit,  or  nt  Bnd}^c-wcl],  lo 
bring  from  the  cnnduil-head  ther«  water  into  the  said  Budt^well 
upon  advice  and  mature  consideraliBn,  it  shall  be  at  the  next 
Msemlily  thought  best,  most  re(|uisite,  and  most  neccsaury  for 
tlie  jioofl  and  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  tomi.*' 

The  new  conduit  mcntiuued  here,  i»  the  wator-houflc  hcfure 
alluded  to,  and  whieli  was  erected  probably  not  long  iHrl'orr 
this  time ;  for  Jcaku  calls  it  the  "  Neu'  Conduit,"  aod  the  sirert 
leading  to  it  the  *'  New  Conduit  Street.'^  The  Briek-well  ts 
Quc«n  Eli&abell)'». 

"On  June  Mb,  1629,  the  corporation  ordered  that  ■  ditch 
thonid  be  em,  with  all  si«-cd,  under  the  clitT,  beyiinl  BuJpc- 
well,  lo  cunvey  water  from  the  springs  there  into  the  Bud{i^ 
well,  and  from  thence  to  the  new  conduit. 

"  At  the  same  lime  aUo  it  was  ordered  that  the  eondnil- 
hcad,  at  LeeKnm,  sliould  be  presently  rrpui ml  and  amended; 
and  Jikei\i»e  llic  pipes  tbat  hri^ig  water  from  tlic  ^aid  conduit* 
head,  uiitu  the  strand  conduit. 

"June  2.'d,  I't'Jy.  It  was  ordered  that  a  pijie  of  lead 
should  be  laid  at  the  old  sprinR-liead,  beyond  Budgc-wcll,  aiid 
joined  to  the  old  pipes  at  the  head  of  Uudf^well,  for  llicconvcy- 
nig  the  water  from  ibe  said  condiitl-liead.  thronjth  the  said  pipes 
unto  the  new  eonduit,  and  to  raise  a  bead  at  the  said  spring. 
And,  for  the  further  etlceiingiiud  aecitmpHsbinj;  of  i'  "I 

nork,  if  money  be  not  in  (he  cliiimlxTlal»*»  pnii»e,  it   i  .| 

that  a  cfSH  of  iOii.,  or  then>nbouI,  shall  l>e  miule  nnd  levied  nf 
tlw  inhabitaiita  of  the  town,  ticcording  tu  ancient  usage." 
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<'JuJy  lOUi,  1(>3S.  It  n-as  sf^x-t-il,  at  on  a&scmbly  beld 
tliis  <lav,  that  the  tenants  of  Sir  H«nn'  UuiUlford  iilioiild  have 
wnriiiuj!,  iliiil  iKnci-fiiith  tlii-v  .-dioiild  Ictvli  ito  more  water  ut 
flmlp'-wpll,  iinlcKH  they  would  cnmpniiTid  fur  it  with  the  cnr- 
|)r>r)itioii.  Ami  aUo  ihiit  ihc  sc(i-wjitl,  uluch  pri?vciitH  tlic 
viul«tice  uf  the  sea  from  waihitifi  away  th«  ^prin^K  nhich  run 
into  ihe  said  well,  lihall,  with  all  cunvciiivnt  speed,  be  made 
and  nmciidcd." 

On  April  IKtJi,  1658,  nu  nnNiiieement  wns  entered  into, 
bcluci-ii  the  coqwrnlioii  aiiit  John  Pcndic,  fi>r  repair  of  pipes 
from  Si>riiip-head  beyond  Biul^c-wcll,  aiul  likewise  from  tlic 
spring-head  at  Levc&hiim. 

1(1  a  hook,  bring  a  incmoranduni  of  the  appointment  of 
chiirvliwiirdeDS  aod  other  matters  rt'lniing  to  the  parish  oi 
Uye,  conimrncing  in  lb  ID,  we  found  the  tbitowing  entires,  viz.: 
"  Mareh  20th,  I6S4.  A  copy  of  an  Uf>reemcnt,  between  the 
coqioratioii  nnd  parish,  to  tax  the  parifih  to  rrjNtir  the  pi|>eii 
and  conduits  iMdi^nginp  to  the  corporation." 

"December  7lh,  1701.  It  is  agreed  at  a  vrsti^  that  John 
Coleman  do  assist  any  person  appointed  by  the  cor^wralioa 
to  make  Hiid  levy  a  tax  to  repair  the  pipe.''  niid  conduits,  as  in 
lfi8-l.     The  lax  to  be  allowed  by  the  mayor  and  jurats." 

In    17'^7  a  committee  was  appointed  by  the  corporation  for 

the  purpose  of  brineinjt  water  into  the  town  by  means  of  pipes. 

In  1'28  a  evniuiiiui-  reported  that  it  na3  csiiuiitted  it  would 

Cost  X*60U  to  convey  the  nater  by  pipes  iuto  the  streets,  and 

they  were  oideri;i)  to  dir  it. 

Front  the  fore([oin(;  exlniets  it  is  clear  that  the  town,  up  lo 
1701,  HMi  taxed  for  iho  KUp))ort  of  the  waterworks.  In  \^'2H 
the  coriwration  piirehasrd  the  Saint  Mary*a  Marches,  lying  at 
the  baelc  of  the  ton  n,  of  M  r.  .Mi»itji;;tu-,  for  thi.'  «tim  of  i'li  10, 
which  was  money  saved  by  this  body  tor  the  piirpnse,  amoii;; 
olhers,4ifMi|jplyiiifE  the  town  with  water,  und  bcneefortli  vc  sbidl 
find  UiiU  the  inhabitants  were  no  lon;^  taxed  for  this  object. 
This  property  was  conveyed  to  ten  persons,  niion  trust  out  of  the 
net  rvnia,  to  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  four  loUowing  purposca, 
viz. ; 

**  For  and  towards  the  charge  t>f  brinpoj;  water  t<)  the  lo«n 
of  Rye.  Kepairiu»  the  lt)>hl8,  marks,  buoys,  and  beacons  of 
the  hiu-bonr  of  Uyc.  I'aving  the  Mreels  of  Rye.  Repairing  the 
fences  of  the  toMii  of  Kyr  for  ever." 

Although  a  Hchenie  was  proposed  niid  ordered  to  be  earned 
into  effect  for  conveying  the  water  into  the  ditferent  streets, 
it  u-a»  cvenlnidlr  abniiduned.  In  17^-1  u  cnnimitlee  wun  np- 
pointed  to  go  tVom  hoiihc  to  hou^^e  tn  inquire  how  many  {trrsons 
would    pay   to   have  water  conveyed   into    their  Iiuiumts,   but 
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wiih  no  better  success.  We  suppose  the  corporitioa  at  first 
intended  to  lay  out  the  money  which  they  had  saved 
for  this  purpose;  but,  nut  tiitdin^  the  inhabitants  udliit^to 
pay  for  the  accommodation,  they  purchased  iho  Saint  M«ry'« 
Marches  instuud. 

In  I~3,t  it  was  reported  that  the  lead  pipes  orijiinally  laid 
down,  beinK  only  J  of  an  inch  bore,  were  too  emnll  to  convcr 
the  water  from  ifip  new  conduit  to  the  strand ;  it  was  ordered 
thai  elm  pipes  of  two  inch  bore  nhould  lie  Nub^titiitnl.  Tliia 
was  done,  mid  wooden  ones  were  also  at  some  time  laid  dowrn 
from  the  S|)riti<{-head  to  the  new  ronchiit ;  hut  ihirv,  Ix-iiij; 
coiitinuHlIr  out  of  repair,  have  been  removed,  for  the  most 
part,  within  iliwc  few  yvivn,  and  iron  ones  liiid  down  in  tbcJr 
place. 

There  wn*  formerly  n  small  leaden  pipe  Irnding  fn>m  (iuceu 
Elizabeth's  Well  alonjj  Love  lane,  and  thence  throuirh  the 
marshes  tn  the  Ktrnnd  cistern,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  middle 
marsh  was  an  air-pipe  a  few  Team  ago,  hut  is  now  removed. 
In  1029  there  was  a  pipe  liid  from  the  conduit-head  at 
Leesam  to  the  strand. 

Jeakc  speaks  of  the  new  conduit  in  I67R,  where  the  pre- 
sent  x^'atcr-houHe  stands,  hut  which  was  rchtiilt  in  17|K,  when, 
if  nor  before,  the  water  wiis  cunvi^ycd  from  the  watcrhouse, 
opposite  the  foot  of  Cuiidnit  Hill,  by  nu'iiiiH  of  pi|>es  up  this 
bill,  across  the  High  struct  into  East  street,  and  up  the  latter 
across  the  Market  street,  into  the  north  end  of  Pump  street, 
into  a  very  handsome  reservoir,  Mbich  was  then  creeled  at  the 
oorth-eaat  aiifHe  of  the  churchyard,  and  which  is  nnw  siandiuK 
there.  1hc  town  couiictl  are  now  ntllin);  la  eunvey  water  to 
the  house  of  any  person,  wishing  to  have  it,  at  ihtj  nii»drrale 
charge  of  '20i.  per  annum :  and  several  have  availed  iheni' 
selves  of  the  offer. 

1'hough,  out  of  strict  chronologiod  order,  wc  have  tto« 
brou^t  the  account  of  the  wnterwnrlcs  down  tn  the  present 
time,  and  tlu-r«-fi>re  shall  henceforth  have  no  fitrther  occo&ioo 
to  refer  to  the  suhjecL 

In  a  former  chapter,  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Charteri,  we  have  shown  how  Rye,  with  the  other  Cinque 
forts,  sent  yearly  to  Vaimouth,  In  Norfolk,  a  number  of  tishin^ 
boats  to  participate  in  the  berrintr  titther^  there.  Uwine  to 
variouR  causes  this  iiicrntive  trade  fell  off  by  degrees,  untirthc 
ycur  lliti-J,  when  ttic  last  bailiff  and  tbe  last  fleet  of  boata  were 
sent. 

Wc  have  before  us  ■  list  of  the  boats  which  were  acni  id 
Yarmouth  in  1630,  and  which  may  uiterestaome  of  our  renden 
to  sec. 
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These  *re  the  nftmes  of  the  sydrincn, 

this  town 


"September,  16:]D. 
tnuteri  iMtrkuDCn,  ami  bnitts,  itiiit  bv  a  fishin;;  from 
of  live  unto  the  towu  of  Great  ^miotith  this  present  year, 
ajid  arc  to  be  rctunicd  under  the  seal  of  ofRce  of  mayornliy  of 
this  town. 


I 


I 


I 


MiKler. 

Hiikn.                       Men. 

Bay. 

Rohrrl  Cnlnwin 

Thi-  Siii-ioiorU                      la 

3 

Itiihvrl  .SrntKitini 

Ttjv  D«itp                           IV 

i 

tienry  Mann 

Thr  Hiiicw<;tl                            10 

s 

•Vc>l]ii  Brown 

Thr  Pnw                             10 

« 

John  yonU^r 

lltr  )l.-«ill.ic                                   10 

« 

CI  III  tloliim 

'I'liL-  &|<KrLlw<:ll                        10 

a 

RiitHrl  Ilinton 

Thr  liiflnrOoiI                        10 

s 

(Jporiie  Brulcliridce 

TbP  MirhriBl                            10 

^ 

John  Uull 

rill*  M'lUiiim                            10 

i 

MictiaH  Diicka 

I  111-  Miif}  Hi>iitiL>(                 10 

a 

Sjilt>in#ii 

f  Ttiiimii*  U«r>ti>oii." 

!re  we  have,  a  fleet 

of  teti  boats,  with  ten  moatera,  two 

iicH,  ono  humored  men,  mihI  Iweniy  hovs — altogi 

ether,  one 

hundred  and  thirty-two.  What  the  sydemen  were,  and  what 
their  dtity,  unices  tt  niis  to  itKsint  ihe  tniistcrs  in  the  sume  M'ny 
ait  in  Home  pxrinhes  the  constable  or  tithing-man  has  asflistanta 
appointed,  who  rit  called  ridesmcn,  wc  cannot  pretend  to 
decide, 

neaides  the  ndvantaj^a  and  profits  necruing  to  the  townfinom 
the  fishing  at  Yurmuntb.  Itye.  at  a  very  early  iwriod,  wa&  cele- 
brated for  ita  own  fishery.  Surrounded  by  deep  water,  and 
havine  nuiiy  ndjocciit  bay^  and  inle(»,  tbc  fish  were  both  f^mid 
and  aljuiidant;  bo  that  the  rippiera  of  Rye,  that  funiished 
London  mlh  fresh  (isb,  were  privilef^-d  to  sell  their  Ssh  there 
to  whom  they  U'ould ;  and  the  fiHhmnn^ra  of  London  were 
prohibited  to  buy  it  to  Kelt  again  by  retail  Kveti  the  royal 
table  was  snppHed  by  the  Kye  rippiers  ;  and,  a*  a  proof  of  the 
protlls  iniidc  by  thciM:,  who  wen-  (he  middle  men,  buying  of  the 
tijihermen  wholesale,  and  selling  to  their  customers  retail, 
in  the  year  I.W(t,  one  Jamcn  Wilford,  a  rippier  of  Hye,  left  an 
annuitr  of  seven  pounds,  to  be  laid  out  in  repairing  ibc  wont 

fart  III  the  rond  between  Nortbiam  church,  in  Suitsex,  and  River 
lill,  in  KenL 
But  now,  in  the  seventeenth  eentury,  this  fiaberj'  Ix^an  to 
fail;  and  so  early  as  |t>l^  the  mayor  and  jurats  presented  a 
pclilioii  to  the  lord  warden  of  Ihe  Cinque  Ports,  in  which, 
amon^  other  thin|^,  they  say,  "  Whereas  we  have  heretofore 
been,  hy  reason  of  a  harbour,  in  some  trade  and  eommereo  by 
aeSf  enabled  to  bear  about  the  charge  and  maintenance  of  this 
town  t  but  now  is  our  harbour  so  decayed  (hnt  all  trade  bath 
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forsaken  us,  mnd,  bcsidcv  tbe  itnportaMc  charge  in  defending 
the  nge  of  the  aca  Truoi  eatini;  up  our  wars  u»  thr  town,  and 
mainuinin];  the  jtttin  and  pUots  of  refitgr  for  our  frw  fiikhrr- 
boats  yet  nrtnaiiuDg,  wiili  tite  extreoK  porcrt^  of  our  fi^cnDco, 
nlio,  by  reasoo  of  tbe  great  cpoi)  of  fiah,  and  ftabins-plaeei  so 
detiivej,  thai  thousand  of  them  are  ready  to  beg  and  ttan-e  for 
traiit ;  and  many  of  tlM-m.  funaking  tbe  lOWD,  bare  left  their 
wivea  and  cliiMren  to  be  |)ariHfa  char^.** 

Tbe  ftrarrity  of  Aah  became  so  icreat  at  last,  that  it  etcilnl 
the  attention  of  tbe  lord  warden,  ytho,  in  the  month  of  Mareb. 
|f>33,  sent  n  letter  to  the  coqiordlion,  ordering  them  to  send 
with  all  convenii^nt  M|*ecd  unto  him  inaable  and  sufficient  men, 
wbo  cuuld  inform  his  lordship  of  the  cause  of  the  »ciircity  of  ilie 
fish,  by  good  and  Aulficieot  reaaotiA  drawn  from  their  utin  cit> 

Erieucr;  when  it  was  agreed  that  Juhu  BrowD  and  Robert 
idman,  two  aneient  Hshermen,  should  repair  tn  his  honottr 
fur  tlii»  end  and  purpose,  and  llicy  werr  at  the  uime  lime  to 
take  a  letter  from  the  corpomlionj  cxplaiiiiag  their  npitiion  as  to 
the  caiiHC. 

It  »eenij)  mther  singular  that  in  tlie  face  of  all  these  com* 
plaints  of  the  fiiilun;  of  llieir  fiUirr>',  in  the  month  of  De- 
cember, in  this  »aine  year,  Ib^O,  permiHion  should  hiive  been 
granted  to  French  fisbcmtcD  to  liab  on  our  coasts;  but,  nm-er- 
IhL-lcss,  such  WHS  the  rase,  as  appears  from  evidence  to  be  found 
in  the  coqwration  Hooks  uf  this  date. 

lilt;  t^rl  of  KntTolk,  Lonl  Warden,  Chancellor,  and  Admiral 
of  the  Cinque  Ports,  granted  a  liccoee  on  the  day  al>o^e  inco- 
ti"ned,  to  be  in  force  for  one  whole  jxar.  to  one  All>ion  Miickon, 
of  ibc  loKn  of  Diep|>e,  Ssherman,  master  of  orn.'  tieher-Loot, 
called  **  Le  Don  de  Dieu,"  of  about  fourteea  lojts.  with  all  hi* 
servants  and  company  of  tbe  said  boat,  to  tish  at  tbe  {Aace 
called  the  Sowc,  u]>on  the  English  coniit,  and  rl»ewbere  uima 
(lint  euust,  in  the  same  sort  as  one  of  those  live  boats  bcretiHore 
tuli-mtcd  and  privileged  out  of  rvsjK-ct,  auil  for  the  service  of 
1  lie  French  king's  moat  excellent  majesty,  for  all  aorta  of  fish, 
without  restraint  of  aenaon. 

Here  follows  a  list  nf  French  Ijouta,  nhiclt  Hc  »up|Ki«c  tn  have 
been  nliw  licensed  to  tinh,  as  they  art;  enleretl  on  the  back  of  tbe 
lord  warden's  hecuce,just  ijuulcd: 

Ustlil  C<>rn<>,  fltbprnuii  o(  DUi^fe.  Batler  al  uns  Aiber-boat,  ulM  '*  Lb  Ptaneoa,' 
nl  IIh*  batdoti  of  utool  H  loiw 
Jm*  Madiaii.  MNitrTof  oneftibM-baal.  cnUnfTkr  tjWe  Pm*."  «f  14  %am. 
Jmihw  CnnUila.oi  "  Im  P«ll1  I'tat."  nf  H  loiit. 
LMinuwUllvFr.-'Tlie  LllUc  JoMa."  II  ioih. 


Tfci 


PornilnUnn. 


"  rW  MmtiWliiiw,''  II  do. 


naaue;,  II  <la 


M«*  Caniiliir,  ■■  Tb*  J'lwikoii,''  I*  ilo. 
CMh*  i«  l«  Uar.  ■  l^'  iviit  Cli>iil«t,'  H  •lo, 
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The  public  recrtnls,  for  the  firsi  ihirly  vcars  of  ihe  seven- 
teenth century*,  coatnin  many  entries  indicative  of  the  depressed 
Hlate  lo  which  tlic  lo^tri  naa  then  n-duci'd.  In  the  petilioti 
of  16IS  to  the  lord  wardin,  be-iidea  tJie  extraela  ahvady 
made,  wc  have  the  r<fllo^vtii{i:  "Those  of  trades,  as  God 
knowi'th  there  are  vcrj'  fc\r,  and  they  «o  burdened  &nd  sur- 
charged by  contiDual  ces»c«  uiid  uxce,  wc  haviiie  no  reveaues 
or  other  means  to  mutntain  ihe  town,  nre  moRt  nl  them  deter- 
mined rather  to  seek  other  dwelliuge  than  here,  by  such 
exiraunliimn,'  impositiunK  snd  taxes,  to  decay  and  impoveri&h 
theuiM-lves;  whereby  it  is  likely  that,  iii  a  «hort  time,  this 
toun,  that  hatb  been,  not  long  since,  of  good  ivs|>ect  and  im- 
portanee,  is  now  in  pcMsibility  (if  nome  grarriouM  aspeet  nhine 
not  upon  it)  Co  be  quite  depn[tulatc  and  abandoned." 

At  an  aa.temhly,  held  on  November  lUth,  I(>"i7,  it  was  moved, 
" conttidertng  the  great  ruin  and  decay  of  our  toun.  and  our 
inability  tn  rfiKiir  and  maintain  the  ftaroo,  that  Home  eourie 
might  be  taken  to  nroeure  »  brief  to  help  us."  And  nherciu 
Mr.  Moyor  and  Mr.  Cockram  uiformed  the  eorpomtion  what 
they  thcm»elvea  have  done  herein,  the  corporation  very  grate- 
fully accepted  their  travel  and  pnins  therein,  and  intreated 
their  fiirthcr  prosecution  of  this  mattci',  promising  to  My  all 
tlie  exiiei)si'<>  tbev  tnigbt  itieur  uhile  engaged  in  ibis  afibir. 

In  January,  IGJH,  Mr.  Mayor  and  Mr.  Cockrara  reported 
their  proceedings  and  good  success  with  the  justices  of  the 
county  at  the  »eiisioiiN  at  Leues,  coneeming  the  intended  brief 
for  Ihe  repairing  of  the  harbour,  jcilie«,  seawalls,  groins,  and 
sluices;  and  how  the  justices  had  given  thum  a  certificate  to 
the  right  honorable  loni  kccpiTj  by  means  of  which  they  were 
Lo  procure  the  brief.  Hut  no  pnor  were  the  corporation,  ibey 
■were  oumpellcil  Ui  bormw  money  by  mort'^agc,  on  St-  Mary's 
Marshes,  to  enable  them  to  pay  the  cxpCDSCS  attendant  on 
procuring  the  brief. 

On  Feliruary  27tb,  I62«,  we  find  the  following:  "Whereas 
his  Majesty,  by  hia  letters  |>atent,  dated  the  7ili  day  of  this 
month,  was  pleased  to  grant  lo  tlie  mayor  and  jurats  of  the 
town  and  port  of  Rye,  on  the  behalf  of  the  rest  «f  ihr  tnhahitanta 
there,  and  to  their  deputy  and  deputies,  |M>wcr  und  uuihurity 
to  gather  and  receive  the  benevolence,  whieli  his  Majesty  a 
loving  subjects  inhabiting  witliin  aevcral  cities  and  shires,  within 
the  letters  patent  mentimied,  for  the  reparation  of  the  wharfu, 
seauuUs,  sluin;),  and  jetties,  for  the  preacnntion  of  the  haven 
and  said  town  of  IK r,  and  other  tJie  said  works  in  the  said 
Uttertt  patent  mentinnctl." 

On  March  oth,  16->K,  John  Whitehead,  who  had  volunteered 
lo  lay  and  gather  the  brief  for  the  town  iu  divers  shirea  astd 
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counties  mentioned  tWrein,  and  WM  iieronIinp;-1y  chosen  for 
lliis  jMir|)osc,  waa  now  callt-d  on  to  Uke  liis  journey,  when,  on 
rcfiisihf;  to  do  so,  he  wmt  fined  forty  aUiUingv,  «U(1  EcImutiI 
Ilany  appointed  in  his  stcud. 

On  Felininry  Tih,  l<i'i!»,  the  mayor  rt-ceiveil  from  Kclvrard 
Marvcn  the  wnn  of  £22  2*.  6>J.,  which  lie  liad  collected  by 
means  of  the  brief. 

It  aecniH  thiit  itiv  rorporiitinn  hiul  great  itiRiculty  in  getting 
the  money  raiHcd  hy  the  brief  in  different  parts  of  the  kiii|irdnni ; 
for,  in  Novcniher  of  this  same  year,  we  sec  it  inenlioned  lllot 
the  niiiyor  nas  just  rctumctl  from  London,  wbithcr  he  hud 
bi-en  to  receive  the  moneys  collected,  when  he  reported  tliAt  lie 
had  reccivecl  the  sum  of  eighty  fiounds, 

Without  entt'rinf;  into  more  minute  psrtieuUrs,  sufficient  liss 
been  »hown  to  warrant  (he  conclusion  thai  the  town  was  to 
fjtai  di«(ri-8H,  and  it  »ecms  very  doubtful  how  far  ihi>  sum  of 
X\  *f'2  2).  6d,  would  tend  to  relieve  it.  But,  leaving  tlic  queetion 
of  rtOii-f  and  assiiininj;  the  fact  of  distress,  let  us  endeavour  to 
allow  how  this  arose,  nnd,  in  this  research,  we  shall  liiii)  tliat 
Bcvt-riil  causes  conihinecl  to  produce  it.  The  lo«s  of  the 
Dorduaux  fleet,  in  the  rci^  of  Henry  VII,  had  been  irre- 
jMrahlc  :  and  hcnceibeir  foreign  trade,  which  ori;;tiiully  wa«  very 
CM i»idt- ruble,  t!i|K'eJiiIly  in  wine,  \\m  grcnlly  cri|t[>Ii*d,  if  not 
altogether  drstroyetl.  1'bi:  decay  of  the  hrxrini*  fishery  at 
YHmtoulh,  wliich  had  already  cwmmenci-d,  ami  the  total 
■Uandunincnt  of  nhieh  was  now  fast  ajiprnarhing,  together 
xvith  the  great  warrily  of  fish  in  their  own  immediate  vicinity, 
will  serve  to  murk  the  decrtiisc  of  their  home  trade;  while  the 
injury  eusLaineil  hy  tlie  harbour,  from  the  recession  of  the  sea, 
added  one  more  itource  of  diiitn-ss  to  those  above  enumerated. 
Ttie  Unc<!  inlet  of  water,  nhieh  formed  the  joint  havens  e( 
WinclK-lMeaund  Rye,  at  the  cooiinencement  of  the  last  centurr, 
was  now  Ml  far  chnkecl  up,  that  the  former  town  was  nu  lonjter 
appruuchable  by  vei<LiHrls.aml  the  Bhip|>infc  of  the  lailcr  resonrd, 
M  Jeake  says,  much  more  to  the  nam  than  (o  the  went  Hide  of 
the  town,  marking;  the  ^rreat  chaiij^e  which  had  occurred. 

As  the  last  stniw  breaks  the  eauid'a  buck,  m  the  least  thin^, 
however  trlQing  in  itaelf,  tends  greatly  to  iiicrvaM;  the  di»trvu 
of  ihosc  uhn  arc  already  ainkm^r  under  the  load  tlicy  have  to 
bear;  nnd  henee  iierhaps  we  tnny  fnirly  eoucltiJe  that  tlw 
f'dloM  in^  decree  ol  the  coriioration,  made  Juuc  ^d|  Itf^'*,  or 
more  poperly  renewed  on  tnin  day,  sencd  only  lo  apKfmvaif 
the  tviU  of  the  town  »o  far  as  its  commerce  was  eonecrncd. 
'*l1ie  decree,  made  in  the  'i-lth  year  of  Ctueen  Rlizabeih,  cotv 
ceniing  both  the  irannuoning  of  wood  and  billets  frurn  port 
to  portf  ubich,  being  tnen  made  for  the  benefit  of  the  jiiior 
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inlinbilanb  of  this  town,  it  i§  now  again,  at  this  uifscmbly, 
ludlicd  tuid  cntiHrmed  in  ever/  coiidtliuu  thi^rtuf,  as  well  for 
the  re»trmninK  of  ull  and  every  pcnan  and  persons,  who  shall 
attempt  to  ship  either  uuod  or  billets  to  truiispurt,  or  cariy 
the  same  frum  port  to  port.  caDtrary  lo  the  ett'ecc  stid  true 
Dteiwinir  vf  the  said  decTi.'v." 

Ill  the  rpijrn  of  Kdward  VI  we  saw  ihirty-nevcn  v<>«8<-]a 
goitif^  out  (if  the  hui-lxiiir  at  one  tide  nil  hidcn  with  timber, 
and  a  tmde  seemH  lu  have  bwn  carried  on  in  wnnd  and  l>il)ets 
frum  KjH',  whose  Hurrouiidiii^  billet  wrrc  uriglnnlly  covered  with 
limber;  but  now  this  prolii  hh^  cut  off.  If  vte  further reco1I<fCt 
thut,  wiihin  the  lasl  jwveiity  yL-iii-s,  tlic  lnwu  had  been  twice 
visited  liy  the  plaj^ui*.  once  by  a  pi-st,  and  four  yearn  uitb  thu 
smidliKix,  wc  can  be  al  i»r  lo&»  to  iu:eouiit  for  the  very  dls- 
trcMed  state  in  nhiuh  \\c  now  find  it. 

\Vc  have  here  given  a  pretty  ponoml  outUne  of  the  state  of 
the  town  in  the  pn-ccding  part  of  this  century,  and  therefore 
we  shnli  only  add  such  ft;w  nicmomiidu  «.»  may  Ik  necessary  to 
throw  an  J'  additional  light  on  pnrticulur  pnris  of  it. 

In  Ui7.i  Ji'iike  tell;)  ms  that  Chnrk-s  11  honoured  the  town 
with  a  visit.  This  was  in  the  month  of  May,  when  liis  Itoyal 
navy,  with  the  French  fleet,  lay  in  the  bay  in  ^igtil  of  the  towu. 
In  tbia  same  year  a  Scotch  regiment  was  quartered  in  the 
town,  many  deaertent  from  which  «cre  inipriaontd  in  the  pao], 
at  ttie  great  charge  i>f  the  corpunition,  ulu-n  tlicy  pelilioned  to 
have  liiem  removed.  Tht-se  pmbably  were  the  lirsl  suldterit 
fromScolliiiid  th:il  ever  were  quartered  in  the  tuwn  of  Rye,  and 
they  do  not  «cem  to  have  l>onie  so  hi^li  u  chnrueter  for  disci- 
pline and  i^ood  conduct  as  they  do  at  the  present  day.  It 
aecms  to  have  been  customary  then  to  quarter  aoldicrs  in 
private  houses,  ulhertviae  we  do  not  underHland  the  meaning;  of 
this  entry :  "  Feb.  '-Hif  l<>7:t.  Upon  the  petition  of  Thomas 
tttinntone,  fthmiing  that  he  nns  daninitied  by  the  Scottish  sol- 
diers keeping  inianl  in  hiH  h>ius4:,  it  is  nnlered  liy  ibis  lutscmbly 
that  the  chamberlain  shall  pay  the  said  Thomas  Ounstone  the 
Slim  of  ten  shillings  towards  the  said  ilnmaj^e  susLaiiied  sat 
aforesaid." 

Thoufib  incendiarism  has  been  one  of  the  crying  evila  of  our 
day,  il  »i-einsIo  have  been  prevalent  in  the  seventeenth  century, 
from  the  followinp  :  "Jiiac'iKih,  IfiTli.  Whereas  of  late  years 
there  have  happened  many  sad  and  lamcutuble  losses  by  Grc  in 
several  places  of  this  kiiif^dom,  more  than  hath  been  known  in 
former  tinies^  which  it  is  much  lo  lie  tcure<l  have  been  chiefly 
(Kvasiuned  by  treachery,  this  assembly,  takinz  the  same  into 
their  eotiaiileration,  and  endcavourinj;.  as  much  as  in  them  Ueth, 
to  prevent  the  hkc  iui»chief«  within  this  town,  have  thunglii  lit. 
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and  RccorcliDgly  ordcivd,  ihxt  n  strict  watch  be  kept  mthin  (lib 
town  of  fiye,  tnd  tlint  nil  the  inhul)i(ants  of  the  said  lawn  do 
witch  by  turn,  eight  c\'rry  night,  besides  the  cuplnin,  and  tn 
meet  at  the  market  nt  beat  of  dmm.  and  every  one  t«  watch  in 
person,  or  to  send  it  sufHri>  nt  walchmnti  to  D«  nllnwt-d  of  i.hv 
cejiloin,  and  ttic  said  watch  is  not  to  break  m|i  berorc  sun 
amtiag  in  the  morning." 

In  the  year  ItilH  the  Duke  of  York  (aftcrfrardB  James  II) 
wts  made  I^rd  Warden  of  the  Porta,  when  the  corporation,  at 
his  scrcnicnt  (that  ia,  on  his  being  sworn  into  ofKcc)  presented 
him  a  Rrntuity,  althonf>h  it  would  seem  they  were  now  veiy 
poor ;  for,  on  October  .'3d,  they  made  this  entry  :  "  VVhercaa 
fbrmcrly  the  cor])oralion  uf  Itye  (lx-in|r  then  in  pntsperity  and 
having  great  annual  revenues]  did  (out  of  their  cencrous  nature, 
and  not  out  of  any  aceiiMoined  right)  tistinlTy  eniertiiin  Uie 
lieutenant  of  Dover  Castle,  M<itb  the  muBtcr-mastcr,  and  their 
adherents,  u[Hni  the  mui>ter  days;  but  notv  tbtf  rewunes  of  the 
said  eorpuratioii  being  muck  less  than  in  former  times,  thuy  do 
nut  lliiult  til  tu  eonliiuic  the  stiid  ^i-neru^ily,  as  fumitrly ;  and 
tlif  refore  it  is  thought  fit,  and  accordingly  ordered  by  thin  n«- 
tembly,  that  bcncefurtb  there  shall  be  no  charge  ojluned  hy 
this  corporation  for  the  treating  or  entertaining  of  the  Mtd 
lieutenant  or  muster  iiiuaccr,  or  any  of  thuir  adherents." 

Now  was  the  time  of  the  celebrated  Titus  Oates's  pretended 

Slat,  which  gained  unrnrtunatcly  but  too  much  credit  in  those 
ay»,  and  the  town  of  Rye  caught  the  universal  eoniagion,  and 
took  the  following prr(*-auti on K  togunrd  against  it:  *< Whereas, hy 
the  providence  of  Almighty  God,  a  horrid  plot  hath  been  lately 
discovered  to  hia  Maie«ty  in  council,  wherein  was  de&igned  not 
only  the  murder  of  his  Snrred  Majesty,  but  the  aubverwon  of 
the  IVotestarit  n-ligion,  and  introdticingpo|)eiy  into  tlii»  nation ; 
whereupon  the  mnyor  and  jurats  of  thii  town  (in  the  interval 
of  a  common  assembly)  purposing,  to  the  ntraost  of  their 
power,  to  frustrate  and  disappoint  these  cursed  designs,  and  to 
secure  the  peace  of  the  kingdom,  have  thought  fit  to  arrear  a 
watch,  which  for  some  time  knth  accordinglv  been  kept  and 
obser^'ed,  cousisiing  of  twelve  men  every  niglit,  beside  the 
cnptuin,  whirh  this  assembly  do  well  approve  of,  and  do  hereby 
ordrr  and  app<<int  the  same  to  be  continued,  in  such  manner  as 
the  Kit'id  mayor  and  jurats  have  ulreitdy  enuscd,  u  list  or 
schedule  to  be  debvered  to  the  constables,  wherein  the  captain* 
ure  nominated,  and  the  whole  iidiabitanta  (in  their  turns)  ap< 
pointed  to  watch,  acrording  to  the  directions  following,  vi2  : 

•*  Ut.  That  the  said  watch  ite  set  every  iiighl  at  hcut  of  drum, 
iircording  tu  eusiom.  by  nine  "f  the  clork  at  iRiest,  and  not  to 
break  up  before  the  light  ap|>ean:lh. 
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"  '^rl.  Thnt  if  Rtiy  captain  ehall  make  defniilt  n-hcn  his  turn  is  to 
tvatcb,  or  shall  <lc[iart  or  bnitk  up  befurc  the  time  limited,  lie 
Ktiiill  fortf  it  for  in'L-ry  such  oScnre  tn-o  iihillings,  and  every  other 
inliiibiiunl  ofTcnding  therein  tg  furfeit  ami  |miy  for  cveiy  such 
his  otTeiice  twelve  pence,  to  he  levied  by  distress  and  sulc  uflbe 
dvtniiltcr's  floods,  oriiidrfault  thcn'of,  b}'inipnS4iiiinent;  the  one 
moirty  w  iK-iieof  to  hv  laid  out  for  the  hiring  of  men  in  the  room 
of  the  defHulters,  and  the  other  moiety  to  go  toward  liring  for 
the  giianl. 

"  3d-  'Iliat  the  c»iitaiii  for  tlic  night  not  to  accept  of  any 
man  to  waich  tluit  ia  not  furnished  with  muaket,  aword, 
powder,  and  bulli^t,  unlcsa  he  aliill  nrc  cauiw  to  the  contrary. 

**  And  it  is  further  ordcri^l,  that  the  chamberlain  do  fortb- 
witli  buy  and  provide  half  a  <>linl<lron  of  sra-i'oals,  nnil  lay  the 
same  ti)  the  Oiin-hoiiev,  whereof  the  wnldi  are  allowed  to  take 
two  pillions  every  ini;ht,  and  the  eaplniti  wich  night  to  see  the 
aamenicistircd  out," 

'this  u  the  watch  of  which  we  have  given  a  list  in  the  watch' 
book  before  inKrted. 

It  is  said  the  wntrh  was  to  bo  srt  at  beat  of  drum,  and  we 

liiid  tliv  tuM  I)  was  provided  nith  this  iiccrssnry  instrument,  for 
io  Uii\>  It  van  iirdcred,  at  an  ahseinbly,  that  Mohcs  Pindlc  shall 
he  alluned  fifty  Hhttlinjrs  per  annum,  vi^..  thirty  shillings  for 
himself  and  twenty  M)iilliii<;s  for  his  boy,  so  long  as  they  shall 
continue  the  town  druninieTa 

In  HPi'i  a  curious  rui<ium  prevailed  rcepcctinf^  the  washing 
of  ttsh,  wlieii  Bri<l};et  Itolton.  KlizabL'th  Jaeob.  Mary  LiLboume, 
wldoKs,  ami  the  Widun  S\^uine,  were  appointeil  wa^hcn  of  all 
llie  fish  sold  within  the  lilH-Tttes  of  thtH  town,  to  be  carried  and 
sold  in  tht^  coulltr^' ;  mid  ihnl  »  bntsoevcr  rippter,  fStb-ciirnt^r,  or 
other  person  that  tirst  brings  his  or  their  Rsh  to  be  washed, 
ahalt  have  llu-ni  tir»t  wa^thed,  uillmut  vxceptiou  of  pentona. 

In  the  year  lust  mentioned  the  CHi-{ionitiun  rcctdved  u  letter 
fmn)  ColiincI  Strixle,  liculciiiuit  uf  l)ov<-r  OhmiIls  omrL-rniiig 
the  lord  unrdrn's  ri);ht  to  rerommend  one  Baron  to  piirlianuiit, 
n-hiiTh  n<xhl  was  then  dvnitii ;  hut  in  the  liillowiug  yt^f.  On 
further  n:mon6traner  on  tlie  jiart  of  the  lieutenant,  the  corpora- 
tion apologised  for  their  former  ignorance,  und  humbly  acknow- 
ledged the  lord  warden's  chum.  In  pursuance  of  this  ac- 
knowleds;raeiit  his  Majesty  Jnmes  II  issued  an  order  to  the 
lieutenant  of  l>wver  Castle,  who  forwarded  the  same  to  Ryi-, 
cnllin;;  upon  iho  conH>rulion  to  elect  as  their  reprraentative  Sip 
Tliotna*  Ji-niier.  Tiius  lite  king  rvuimtd  the  lord  wardenship 
in  his  own  hands,  mi.l  exercised  all  the  powers  uf  the  ofHce. 

Although  the  king  had  thus  made  good  Win  claim  of  nomi- 
nating  one  of  iho  reprcsentatives  of  the  town,  and  thus  inirxn^jtA 
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Uajestj^*  coroaaliDD;  for  an  April  l4lh,  IGKS,  they  ofJcrgd 
the  chambcriiiin  to  biiy  ud  pnmdc  one  barrel  of  ganpamda, 
lo  ch&Tfrc  *od  fire  otf  ibe  f^reat  put*  of  ihU  town  on  ihe  <Ujr  of 
Ibe  Kiu^  utd  Queen's  Majesties'  raral  roronatioa ;  ami  «1mi 
tbej  furtlHrr  ordcnd  die  chtinbert^n  to  tray  half  a  hof^sbead  of 
inoe,  to  be  pat  into  one  of  cbe  cooduiu  of  tbb  town,  and  for 
o(b«r  un-ien  of  the  tnqwnuioa  on  the  said  day. 

In  tbeae  old-fashioned  lima  bovs  wen  trmUklcMiDie,  as  ihvf 
are  DOW ;  but  ih^n  tht^v  were  dealt  uitb  in  avcrr  summarf  wsy, 
(ur  the  crier  wiuordefvd  to  nhip  all  such  boys,  nitiirenttces^  and 
aervants  u  were  ofdered  to  oe  whipped  by  the  major  and 
jurat*, 

Tbou^  James  II  abdicatetl  the  throne  in  10K9,  and  led  the 
kingdom,  vet  in  the  follouiitg  year  he  >ail«d,  uiKler  the  escort 
of  a  French  fleet,  to  Ireland,  on  Jaly  Ist  of  which  was  foiq^ht 
the  Imittte  of  the  Boyne.  Thin  fleet,  on  its  return,  was  off  the 
coast  of  SuBxuc  on  the  %-cry  day  that  the  n\id  kiugs,  James  and 
William,  ven  eontendinj;  for  the  erviwn  of  Rnfcland  on  the 
banks  of  the  Buyne  ;  for  Jeaku,  in  his  '  Dinry,*  ttlU  us  that,  on 
July  Ut,  new*  eame  to  town  that  the  F.n|ilish  fleet  wa»  beaten 
by  the  French  off  Bcachy,  which  beiuft;  not  far  oflf,  put  the  loum 
in  somennprchentiionsof  dan|!Tr. 

July  4th.  The  Kngli&h  fleet  paiised  by  Rye,  in  aif^ht  of  the 
towu,  luuvin;^  towunls  the  Uimiift,  before  the  French,  uho  wen- 
not  yet  come  in  siitht.  At  sunset  news  Brrivi.-d  that  the  Prcnrh 
were  shooting  (o  beat  down  Huj^tings,  and  they  did  indeed 
shout  some  bullets  into  the  town,  and  killed  a  man  or  two;  but 
without  much  olticr  dama^. 

Ath.  Jeake  aavh,  *'  Oti  this  day  I  sent  for  ray  mother,  wift, 
and  children  back  to  Kye,  tx-iuf;  |iersu:idrd  by  ttome  Momen 
that  there  was  no  danger  of  the  French  coming;  iikto  the  har- 
bour; but  they  were  no  souner  couie  home,  nlilch  wtu  about 
noon,  thim  the  French  fleet  were  moat  of  ihem  up  in  the  bay, 
fidl  in  sifjht  of  the  town." 

July  lith.  In  the  morning,  abnut  six,  a  terrible  ahirm  in  the 
town  of  Rye  of  the  French  coining  to  liinil,  tbcy  having  sent 
thire  Hmnlf  nhallops  to  sound  the  depth,  at  the  cQniini;  into  the 
hurli'iiir,  which  we  Kupptised  to  be  either  to  rome  in  this  tide 
(it  bi-int^  thru  near  full  sea]  nr  to  prepare  a|^inst  next,  imd  that 
tlii-ii  tlii-ir  ititeiiliiinH  were  to  burn  the  (ire-«hijis  tliiit  were  then 
|>ut  into  the  harlxmr,  and  to  tire  and  plunder  the  town.  Upon 
thiA  an  inloleratile  hurry  all  day  ;  the  trained  hands  up  in  annt, 
Willi  the  Holdicn  uiu[  tailors  of  the  Anne,  who  were  then  is 
I0irri ;  wndtiifj  am  into  the  country  for  more  men,  and  platitinir 


I 


tllBTORY  OP  RYB. 


345 


I 
I 


I 


I 
I 


gtins  on  the  beach,  wiih  a  breastwurk  of  deal  boards,  to  make  u 
vhow  (il  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  Nothiuj^  seen;  but  fears 
uiid  conitentfitioiis,  seixliii;;  of  ;;ooda  uut  of  town  in  waffgons 
and  on  horses,  rihI  ihc  like  confusiona  iistial  nt  such  limea.  I 
Bcnl  my  moiher-in-law  and  dau^^btcr  uut  of  the  town  H^in 
about  tvro  in  the  afternoon,  and  witli  thcni  my  wnlinga  and 
gold;  the  rest  «f  my  money  I  sent  afterwards,  and  my  wif«'« 
clothes  ill  the  owning  :  but  she  went  not  out  of  town,  uecause 
my  little  hoy  was  this  morning  taki.-f»  sick  of  ii  fever,  mid  very 
bad,  so  that  he  could  nut  be  carried  nithniil  danger  of  hiH  life, 
and  therefore  we  hatl  twu  pnor  woincn  iirovided,  rriidv  to  bnvo 
carried  him  iii  a  flasket  if  the  Prencn  hnd  landed;  nnd  my 
father  beinj;  very  ill  uUo,  cuiictudird  not  to  leave  tlie  town,  un- 
less i(  were  certain  that  tlie  Frcneb  did  actually  enter  the 
harbour.  But  through  mrrcy  tluiv  wns  no  attempt  made  by 
tbem  to  do  any  mischu-f  to  the  town."  Having  given  ihia  ac- 
count of  thf  ir  fear*  and  the  termination  of  them,  jpake  escbiimR, 
"  OdiuUl  the  face  of  heaven  when  the  ncwa  was  firal  brought 
mc,  aa  I  lay  ia  bed  in  the  morning.'*  Here  follows  a  horosrope, 
which  wc  presume  caused  the  happy  conclusion,  bv  being 
learned  in  aittrolugical  lure. 

On  July  ftb,  ve  arc  infomied  by  the  siimc  iiuthority  thiit 
they  hod  the  news  of  Kin-r  Willianrs  victory  at  the  Boyne,  in 
Ireland  ;  "  but  bardty  btlievod  it  till  the  !)tb,  when  wc  bad  it  by 
post  from  London,  which  somewhat  heartened  us  in  our  troubles 
about  Ibe  French." 

This  is  the  plain  and  simple  account  given  by  our  old  towns- 
man of  tbiii  tlin;ateiiing  Ktnte  of  all'aira.  and  when  we  recollect, 
Ihnt  until  they  could  Icurn  the  rtsull  uf  the  eonteftl  between 
tiie  two  kingtt  in  Irglund,  it  was  uncertain  which  would  prevail, 
and  oil  the  event  of  thi»  batllc  ut  the  SHmo  time  depended  the 
great  question  whether  James  and  the  Catholic  religion,  »o 
(aui  to  the  liberty  of  the  Noaconformisti*,  or  William  and  reli- 
gions toleration,  should  triumph  !  This  to  Jcake,  who  waa  a 
Nonconformi?!,  was  a  question  of  life  and  di-atb,  and  wc  may 
well  imagine  huw  dark  were  his  prospects  while  the  Frc^nch  fleet 
hovered  t-tV  the  const,  and  how  grfiil  hia  joy  on  their  departure, 
and  the  news  of  King  William's  victory. 

Wc  may  remark  thai  the  Anne  was  a  amall  ship  of  war,  cnr- 
rving  brass  guns,  and  that  she  was  alUrwards  sunk  on  the 
shore,  near  Pctt  Horse  Iln'-c,  where,  at  low  water,  it  is  said  part 
of  her  wreck  is  still  viciblc. 

The  spot  on  the  beach  whrre  the  temporary  breastwork  waa 
raiaed  and  the  guns  placed,  was  on  the  p"iiit  ueur  Camber 
Castle,  forming  the  entrance  into  the  harbour  ;  for,  at  an  u^sem- 
biy  held  on  ti«pt.  t.'9tb,   1690,  the  ehanibertuin  was  ordered  to 
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get  the  three  guna  nt  the  Casili;  Puiol  brougbl  into  the  fort; 
Umt  the  gun  tying  »t  the  Guii-gordtn  rr>ck«  he  brought  ujt; 
nnH  thai  he  jiroviilc  i>uHinciit  tomkins  and  a|)n>iis  to  prcscrre 
the  fi^itn^,  Riul  tAlny  plnnka  under  thvwhpeU,  nnil  have  the  car* 
riagc  of  thr  great  iroTi  gun  in  the  fort  mcndrd.  At  the  sunt 
meeting  Jotteph  Bremla  was  elected  guntio-  of  tlie  toun,  nt  ■ 
svhin,'  of  twenty  shilling*  n  year. 

oil  the  llth  September  order*  ■were  bsued  to  repair  the 
watch-houM  in  ibe  C!un-gurdcn,  nnd  also  the  grrnl  town 
gates  xnd  the  postern  gates,  an<l  aUn  to  have  a  tampiek  tuade 
to  jircvcnt  horsca  from  goioe  through 

While  thus  f!;tiardinp;  againi^t  future  dangers,  the  roqjomtion 
did  not  neglect  to  rejoice  over  past  blcssin^^,  in  nccorduicc  witli 
which  lust  thechnmbcrlatn  nasdirectod  t»  |ray  for  one  tiarrvl  of 
beer,  conlaiiiiof;  ^fj  gttllons,  to  be  p;iven  to  Captain  Tutty,  tkii 
day  bciii^  a]ipoii(lcd  a  day  of  rejoicing:,  upon  the  news  of  hii 
MajcHty'H  return  troni  livhind. 

Ill  lt)!H>  wiicii  war  was  raging  between  France  nnd  Bngland, 
the  town  was  kept  on  it*  Kimrd,  for  on  llie  1 1  ih  Sfpieuibcr  the 
chnniberlaiii  was  ordered  to  have  a  new  gun-carriage  made,  aiid 
to  repair  the  old  ones,  and  tar  the  wheels  tJiereof,  and  to  provide 
two  iron  iiproiift  and  two  loinkinfl,  and  tii  tbcm  unto  two  of  the 
gunn,  which  two  guns  were  then  to  be  kept  charged  erery 
night  with  powder  and  ball,  for  the  sccorily  of  the  t(i«ii.  On 
the  Kamc  day  it  was  ordered,  that  in  case  a  niitdi  should  be 
ki-pt  by  the  suldivrs  in  the  to»  a  before^  the  corponttioii  could  be 
udviscd  bow  to  make  a  uot  to  defray  the  charge  of  the  aamci 
the  chaniherlain  wafi  to  provide  wood  and  candU^  for  thcM-atcht 
until  further  orders,  at  tbc  charge  of  the  <:or|>oniliun. 

Wehavesern  thai,  in  1*»7K,  the  cnrpnnilion  lK>ing  very  poor, 
d<'clinc\i  trcntitiff  the  lieiitennnt  of  Dover  Castle  when  he  came 
to  lunitLrr  the  train-bands;  but  now,  in  lt)M4,  cillicr  in  eonse- 
quencc  of  an  im|>mvcd  Mate  of  their  6nftnces,  or,  more  pro- 
bably.  front  the  nation  being  at  war,  tliis  body  ordered  that 
Colonel  John  Smyth,  bis  Majesty's  lietitcnaat,  comiug  to 
muster  the  trained  bands,  should  be  cntcrtainrd  h(  ibeirchiu^ 
[n  U>!M>  they  displayed  the  siinie  generosity,  nllhnugh  two 
years  afterwards  thty  stTtn  to  have  btcii  too  jHwr  to  put  iheir 
DMt  funs  in  proi>er  order,  without  selling  all  such  guua  aa  veR 
hniieyconibcd  and  useless. 

The  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Xantes  took  place  in  16H5,  in 
consequence  of  wbiirh  many  French  Protuatniita  »eilU:il  in  Rye 
{of  whteli  «r  shall  ^pcuk  more  at  full  licrtiuili-r).  We  ouly 
mention  it  Iiere  (u  introducv  a  jtetition  fryin  th«  Fn-ncb  fiahcr- 
mcn  in  Kyc,  pn-Tnted  to  the  Inrdx  ju&liccH  conecrniiig  ■ 
former  mayor^  forbidding  their  Oiliinf;  in  thr  niglit ;  when  so 
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order  was  rcci-ived  by  ihv  corporation,  requirinf^  them  to  give 
iin  act'xiiDt  thereof,  nhic-})  was  ordered  ui  be  done.  \Vh»t  ao 
int  uits  given  wc  know  not ;  all  we  know  is,  that  in  IfiiW  the 
{wracion  issued  ihe  fiiUowing  order,  viz. :  "  Whereas  there 
'are  s-veral  good  ItiWA  oC  this  realm  auJ  decrees  of  this  town 
in  n-latioii  to  the  fishery  of  lliis  kin<>duDi,  which  of  lute  years 
hnvcbccn  violnlcd  (thonj>h  still  in  force),  to  the  great  detriment 
of  the  fry  of  fish  and  prejudice  of  the  whult:  tielicry  io  gciK'ral. 
WhtTCupuii  at  this  assembly  it  is  onletvd  and  decreed,  that  the 
aaid  deervi^  be  from  this  day  {ml  in  execution  against  nil 
□QendtTS,  and  in  pursuaui'L*  tlu-reof  public  notice  to  be  given  by 
the  crter,  that  no  person  do  henceforth  pn-^ume  to  tiike  any 
plucc  ur  olhtr  flat  lish  wilh  any  net  under  tive  inches  wale  or 
mokes,  on  tiain  of  forft-'itinj;  the  nets,  and  Iwinj^  fined  »t  the  will 
of  the  Lord  High  Admiral.     And  that  do  person  shall  draw  for 

! Juice  or  soles,  or  such  tike  fish,  but  only  between  the  IMh  of 
klorvh  and  the  FcuhI  of  All  Suints,  on  nnia  of  forfeiting  forty 
»liillirif[s  for  every  mich  oflence.  And  itirther,  that  no  |>erson 
shall  draw  for  plaice,  eolcs,  or  orhcr  flut  fish  before  the  eun-riaing; 
or  nfler  stiiii-ii^ttiiig,  on  pain  of  i  ven' person  otlcndiii^  therein 
foTfcittiig  for  cverj-  such  olfciu-e  forty  shdlinp."  By  the  latter 
part  it  would  seem  ihal  the  mayor's  order  was  approved  by  the 
lords  justices.  At  itiv  >amw  mtHembly,  too^  all  persons  were 
pruhibiu-d  from  iixhing  within  the  harbour. 

And  here,  with  thc«e  mcmormida,  we  close  the  seventeenth 
ceuiuty. 

Ttie  elder  Jcake,  having  completed  his  work  on  the  Churtcrs 
in  WiH,  and  the  younger  his  Diary  in  IIj94,  wc  have  no  longer 
theec  two  beacous  to  guide  us  j  and  the  records  of  the  coijw- 
mtion  must  henceforth  be  our  princijKil  source  of  information. 
Tlut,  as  WL-  arc  iion  arrived  on  the  contincs  of  mudeni  times, 
when  distance  no  lonper  obscures  the  vision,  and  we  see  things 
as  thcv  re4dlv  arc,  thiit  deprivation  is  not  of  tto  much  con- 
sequence, leaving  reached  this  i>cno<l  we  will  pause  to  take 
a  eur\ey  of  the  loenl  «tnte  nf  the  town. 

The  Land-gate  and  the  Sirund-gHle,  with  their  ci'cat  doors 
of  defence,  werx^^  ittill  staodinff ;  so  likewise  nere  the  Postern 
and  the  Tower-gate;  the  bitter  ori>;ina)ly  only  led  inlo  the 
Giin-gardcn,  iherc  being  no  nlepn  hading  down  the  clilf  fnim 
thence:  but,  in  ItilfS,  this  cummtinicutiun  wa»  made,  iu  cnn< 
eequeuce  of  the  sen  linving  considerably  receded  from  the  west 
side  of  the  town,  and  the  ishippiug  loading  and  unloadiug, 
pnncipally  at  the  foot  of  the  iioulli-east  clitf.  in  the  Rnek 
Cliuunel,  between  the  Uun-gHrtU-n  rock»  and  the  mouth  of  it, 
which  wa«  at    ttic   prea«ut    tish-murkei,  and   near  to  which 
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ven  the  Barbvn  rockn.  At  tli!s  h^mM  there  was  a  feny,  m 
appears  from  Ihis  entry:  "June  lOlh,  IftSlK,  H  U  orderrd 
that  John  King  du  uttciid  the  forrvin^r-litace  for  the  cjirryine 
foot-people  from  the  Gun  gnrdcn  rocks  lo  the  CHinber,  aiw 
from  the  Ciimlwr  ti»  the.  Oiin  ff^nleii  rttcks.  as  Ibmicrly.  and 
that  no  person  for  thn  fiitiire  shall  prcHiimc  to  lem^  tlii-ie 
vrithoiit  liccn«i  from  this  corpornlion ." 

The  beiicti  and  mud  had  collected  around  Camber  Casllr, 
leaving  it  too  far  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  to  be 
any  defence  to  it  [independent  of  its  being  in  a  state  nf  ■ 
dilnpidation),  and  lience  we  nav  the  ennnoiDi,  which  wirrc  pre*  f 
pared  for  use  when  the  French  fleet  iippaired  in  the  bay,  in 
l'»!*U,  were  not  plaepd  in  the  cnnile,  but  on  the  Carah«r  poiuli 
anil  iiflcrnHrds  these  were  brought  amay  iind  put  in  the  Gun- 
garden.  Tiie  ferry  above  mentioned  wax  between  this  last 
spot  and  the  ground  on  vrhich  the  caitlle  atund.  Behldes  ihif 
ferry  (here  was  one  between  Gnildford  and  Salt  Couic,  eoin- 
nionly  called  Sall-Contc  Ferrj-,  itnd  which  wan  the  pr«HMTty  of 
Wir  Kobert  Guildford,  held  hy  him  by  virtnc  of  the  several  1 
grants  made  to  his  ancestors  by  Churlea  il  in  I'iHI-  Salt  1 
C'oate  waa  in  the  parish  ot  Hiiyden,  and  the  laoding-phicc  wji* 
at  the  foot  of  the  steps  which  fend  up  the  clilf  into  n  spot  Klill 
partially  knowu  as  "'Salt-Coate  Street,"  but  more  generally 
ah  "New  England."  "Salt  Coate"  has  been  tliuuKhl  by  MJOje 
to  be  a  corruption  of  "salt  cod/'  uhti-h  liiiter  name  it  rt-ecivetl 
from  ihtB  lish  having  been  caught  and  suited  there ;  but  thb 
fnet  is  rather  apwryphiil,  auil  we  Khotihl  rather  renturc  to 
Buggesl  that  "  Salt  Coatc"  was  one  of  tluwc  hybrid  appellation* 
arising  out  of  the  mixture  of  French  and  English  in  our  earlier 
days,  luid  hence  to  be  derived  from  salt,  Knglish,  and  cote, 
French;  sea-shore,  literally  "flall-shore,"  the  eea  then  (loving 
to  the  foot  of  tlicclitr. 

In  the  year  I7"0  was  erected  the  first  bridge  across  the 
Tillingbnm  River,  by  Mr-  ICdward  Dodge,  who  hired  a  piece 
of  ground  of  the  ooqinration,  described  a»  "  part  of  the  lown'a 
salt  nntrKh,  nt  tlie  up]>er  vide  of  the  Stmnd  Fcrrj-HMiiiP, 
containing  four  rntU  in  width  and  five  rods  in  leaglh,  for  a 
thousand  yi^iir*.  in  (■»*<:  ihc  hounc  which  he  prninistrs  to  boiU 
acro««  Strand  Ferry  nt  high  wuler  shall  no  lung  stand,  ut  the 
retit  of  si\pi^nce  p«T  nnnuin." 

At  high  water  the  tide  ntill  firqtjenily  overflowed  the  road 
leading  from  Land-gntc  to  (he  font  of  Kyc  Hill.  Several  luotc 
houses  were  now  erected  at  Latid-gnle,  the  nluishousra  bciti^ 
among  the  number,  but  no  Additiimiil  buildings  had  yi't  o])- 
pcared  Iwiweeii  the  wnter-houw  and  those  standing  at  ihc 
uorth-uest  angle  of  the  towu  «^U;  while,  from  the  Sinnil- 
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(Fnte  to  the  T'Snd-gate,  round  tlie  Miulh  and  east  ndeii,  th«r« 
were  no  housps.  'Ilic  nmrshc*  snrrotimliu^  ihrre  sides  out  of 
lour  (thnt  is  citcepliiiEr  ihoSK  nn  the  norlh)  ucrc  still  covered 
wicli  milt  water  iit  nil  spring  tidint,  if  not  ut  Others.  These 
marshro  were  now  dry  fur  a  time  Bufficicnil^f  long  lo  induce 
the  corporation  to  begin  to  lav  claim  to  them  and  to  let  them. 
A  piece  oil  the  eaat  side  had  been  ordered  to  he  etumpcd  off*, 
itnd  nhirh  Has  called  Haddin^s  Mar«Ii,  )>cinf;  nn  the  spot  where, 
ill  tbmier  times,  stood  the  gate  of  this  name. 

TliB  firtt  piece  of  the  lonii  dilcli  nii»  Icl  lo  .\Ir.  Kobcrl  Hall, 
frora  Laiid-;^)lc  lo  the  liorsc-pond,  for  twcntv-one  years,  at 
1*1«.  per  Tear  from  Lady  Day.  IfiilN.  Such  was  the  esterior, 
wHile  the  interior  had  undergone  but  little  change  since  ihc 
middle  of  the  aixteenlh  century.  Mermaid  street  (still  called 
Middle  street)  u'a.t  the  ]irinctpal  one  in  the  town,  and  tlic 
Mermaid  Inn  then-  the  first  uf  the  kind.  Deine  in  the  interior 
let  us  vieitt  the  Guit-K-^rdcn,  which,  when  we  Last  lefl  it,  n-as 
convened  iuto  u  ho«liiij:grecii,  while  the  clilla  were  icnanted 
by  rabbittt.  In  1728  the  corporation  resumed  this  piece  of 
ground  into  their  own  hunds;  but  whether,  at  that  time,  for 
the  pur]K>se  of  again  fitting  up  an  a  fort  it  doeti  not  a|)pear, 

<u»h,  it  i»  prohiible,  such  was  the  object;  for,  in  l7-l0,  an 

ler  in  coimcil  was  issued  mid  sent  to  the  corporation  to  put 
the  town  and  hai-hour  into  a  state  of  defence,  and  for  scnduig 
a  supply  of  stores  thither,  upon  condition  that  the  inhnbitauts 
do  supply  themselves  with  powder,  and  a\^o  make  platforms 
for  the  guns,  and  provide  «  phice  for  the  stores  nt  their  own 
expense. 

The  country  was  now  at  war  with  France,  Saxony,  and 
U.-ivarin,  and  the  corporation,  in  coinpiiaiK-c  with  the  above 
ordrr,  niade  a  plmfonu  in  the  tJun-garden,  which  was  carried 
the  whule  length  of  the  bowling-green,  and  well  fenced  and 
ditched  round  at  tlieir  expense,  which  amounted  to  nearly 
~{hty  uounds. 

lOn  June  (ith,  1741,  James  Lamb,  Rsq.,  then  mayor,  wrote 
"tlic  following  leltcr  to  Wdliam  SbaqM',  K*i(i.,  clerk  to  hia 
MajcHtv'.i  most  honorable  prixy  council,  in  answer  to  one 
received  from   him   datetl  Jnnuaiy  'ivuh  of  the  same  year: 

"  Bein^  informed  that  hia_Maje«y  had  thought  proj>er  thai  a 
supply  ol  onliiancc  stores  stiouhl  be  sent  to  Rye,  and  deliverfd 
into  my  ctiMixIy,  un,  by  a  list  therewith  sent,  on  condition  the 
iiiliubitJiiita  do  supply  themselves  with  powdtn*.  from  time  bii 
tiiiii.',  UN  iiccimioii  may  require,  and  also  make  plutforms  for  the 
guns,  luid  provide  u  place  tit  for  the  preservation  of  the  i^toren 
Ol  iheir  own  cxjunse,  I  do  hereby  liumhly  cerlify  ihc  right 
hoiiorahlc  the  muster  vf  the  ordnance,  thai  the  inhabttaiiis  of  ibia 
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ancient  to*D  of  Rye  have  accnrdinglj  proHdct)  a  siitRciont 
qoAnljly  of  powder,  proper  |iUlfonnx,  and  a  pbce  tM  tbe 
prpsenation  of  the  stores  at  ihrirown  cxpcntc.  An«t  aa  WilHam 
(io«lt'y,  ma«l«r  of  the  Joseph  and  Mary  nf  this  place,  is  now 
at  Battoll  Rrid<^,  I  humbly  dr^irr  the  soid  onlriancr  and  atom 
may  be  <lelivcrt<l  to  him  to  he  hroiipht  doaii  lo  ihia  pUce. 
"  The  quantity  ot  powder  provided  is  two  bancla. 

"J.  Lam  It,  Mayor." 

The  fotloMin^  in  a  copy  of  the  amount  nf  urdoanre  and  Uons 
n>p<>«cd  to  l>c  iwnt  for  the  defence  of  tlic  town  anil  harlKmr  of 
Jive,  prepaid  in  consequence  of  an  order  ofn  committee  of  hia 
Alnjestv'a  most  honorable  privy  council,  dated  Dcoember  Kth, 
1740  ! ' 

£       ..  * 
8  Iran  tHdaanfD,  IN   pounJen    of  B4  frol,    U  (taiuiiiii;  c*ma0M   iil 
«ik  (uc  <1h)  ntHMVi  *i<k  a  pair  ol  iidu  Imcki*.  ope  bail  mni  one 
\a\m  bi  Mcb,  faluni  al  .  434    4    » 

t    l.lHllpa  Ullll  1  rpungF*        .  .  ■  >  . 

«Olt  KiMnilKliol  ...... 

In  TaitifHoiu  furf(una  -  -  -  - 

I    roimrr  lor  ciic1n4giM(l&  |N>iiniTn> 
MM  Papn  auVMgm 

1  Otffa  panNta  mnumtr  ... 

t  Wad  book*,  vilb  itmaaeit  .... 

Com  pouxlft,  nil         •  •  -  ■  •  • 

S  Spite  (tnH  lor  {■■ll»,  A<'.         .... 

S  A)>mit  (J  Invl  ...... 

1  L'st.  o(  inntcl)  -  • 
»   Po*^r-l>onia              ...... 

Id  rrinlng  Imm  ... 

I»  ItandaplkM  ...  .  . 

8  Ifim  cioir*  ..... 

*  Lloktock*,  Klthovl  coct»        .  _  .  .  . 

2  U*ifn  Iwmli  (btoKl  houpoi] 
I  il«id'«rn-«  ....  . 

MM  Sfoiift  lii<b*    .  ..... 

10  Co|q«T  nntl*  (ot  linllm  ..... 

I  Snudl  lianMwr  ..... 

t  SkBiiw  tarmi  niulin  ..... 

I  FuMJ  of  ptai«  ..... 


«3  I*   ■ 


«    S    « 

11   a   * 


Pnifbl  Slid  Inclili-ala  on  31  li)»a,  at  Ot,  ffat 


tUB 


j.'4TS    o  a 

III     A     t 


Total 


i,d)U    4     • 


On  June  2(1th,  1741,  these  stores  were  all  shijiped  on  boanl 
of  the  .Toaeph  and  Mary,  as  the  mayor  had  reijHest*-!!.  Hov 
long  these  eighteen -I  luundri's  were  kept  in  good  order  wr  iril 
not  say  poaitively ;  but  the  pence  of  /Vix-Ia-Chapclli;  took  ptac4 
in  17-IK,  nfker  ^thich  we  9ii|i]>o»e  not  tnucli  attention  was  paid 
to  the  military  dctcnccft  of  the  town:  for,  in  1766,  hia  Kofa 
Uighnc&s  the  Dukt-  of  Cumberland  %'i§ite4l  il.  for  the  purpose  « 
iuBpectiug  it,  when  he  accepted  tin-  freedom  of  the  town,  ooi 
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the  corTM-iralion  |>roiQiseil  to  put  tlir  place  tiito  ihc  best  posBible 
male  ofdcfcnct-  ui  tia-  criticnt  junctiirr.  In  the  luUowJiif;  vc»r 
wnr  wits  (l(<«liired  it^nin,  and  then  tliik  crilicnl  Juncture  a\»y  be 
atln]><>s1^<l  lo  have  urrivcd. 

In  1741  a  certain  feii<!«  was  set  up  roiitid  the  Gun-garden, 
■nd  in  I7bii  this  wus  siAd  by  the  roqioratioii,  in  ccmanjiicnce  of 
tbefforernmcTit  having  now  tiiken  tlic  f>round  into  thrir  own 
hands.  In  I'til  the  former  body  claimed  this  spot,  which 
led  to  the  following  letter  being  sent  to  ihcm  in  the  ncict 
ytar : 

«  fa  the  Wonhip/ult  th.-  }ftt^or  </  ttf/f. 

*' Sir,— Being  informed  thut  the  corporation  of  Ityc  claim  two 
parcels  of  land  situate  at  Rye,  on  nhich  scvcml  iKitlcrioK 

id  a  ni&gn7.ine  and  gunner's  barracks  bave  lately  been  i-n-cted, 
I  talcc  the  liberty  to  acquaint  you,  lest  the  notices  given  (]Hir- 
suant  to  the  act  of  parliumtnt)  should  escape  yuur  notice,  that 
a  commiBsion  is  issued  (pursuant  to  the  inclosed  set  a(  parlia- 
ment, ]Ki8svd  last  se»aioii)r  and  that  the  eamc  \«il]  be  executed 
at  the  Town  Hull  of  Le«es,  on  Monday,  Sept.  i:Stli,  next,  at 
ton  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  of  thiit  dity,  uud  tbnt  all  pcnions, 
bodies  cor^mrate,  and  others,  who  shall  then  and  there  nejclect, 
or  refuse  to  make  out  their  claim  to,  or  interest  in,  the  lands, 
tCTlente^t!^  and  hereditaments  in  the  said  act  mentioned,  will 
be  totnllv  l>iirrcd  by  tiit-  »aid  uct  of  parlisnicnt. 

"  A*  I  do  not  know  the  corporate  iinmc  of  your  town  or  port, 
I  should  l>p  much  ohli|:cd  toyoti  if  you  would,  in  the  meanlimc, 
favour  rac  with  it,  that  a  form  of  ihe  judfrmcnt,  directed  by  the 
art  of  parliament,  may  be  prepared  by  the  n]>prubation  of  the 
commissioners,  so  as  to  give  the  rommissionrrs,  the  claimttiiis, 
and  their  aj^cnts  as  little  trouble  and  as  much  dispatch,  when 
tlic  commiasioucrs  meet,  iia  may  be. 

"  I  .im.  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 
"  MoDumrnl  vani,  Loudon,  "  L.  CablbtOM. 

«Aug.24tb,  1762." 

On  Ihe  receipt  of  this  tetter,  the  cnr|>oration  ordered  thnl  the 
{Ion  Battcrr  iucloscd  by  the  guvernnient  should  Iw  viewed  and 
,,  Jc»»urcd,  ill  order  to  moke  a  claim  thereof  on  their  bchidf  ul 
the  meeting  of  the  commissioners  at  Lewes,  nnd  the  value  de- 
livered tliei-cof  at  i^U  per  acre.  The  mcaaurciucnt  of  the 
ground  was  one  acre,  two  roods,  and  ihirty-lhree  perches, 
which,  at  30/.  jieracre,  uould  amount  to  61/.  3t.  itJ. 

'Hie  act  alluded  to  in  the  foregoing  letter  was  [iiismmI  in 
1762,  and  was  entitled  '*  Au  Aet  for  vesting  certain  lands, 
leiiemcnts,    and  bereditomeiiU  upnu    tbc  ^en-coasu,  in   the 


THB   LOCAL 


counties  of  Kentr  Sussex,  and  Southampton,  on  which  forts 
and  hattrrics  have  been  erected  for  the  defence  of  the  said 
coiasts,  in  tniKeev,  for  certain  uses;  and  for  othir  purposM 
(hen* in  mentiont-d." 

This  is  (lie  deacription  of  ihe  Gun-garden  at  Rye :  "  AH 
ihit  piece  or  pnm-l  of  waste  land,  »itiiatc  ai  Kyi-,  in  the  county 
of  Sussex,  coniaininjr  one  acre,  two  roods,  and  thirty-three 
perches,  called  the  Gun-f^arden  Batter)',  where  nn  old  battery 
fonnerlv  stood,  and  on  which  two  new  batteries,  called  the 
Uii|n?r  Battery  imtl  Lower  Battery,  and  tJie  ma^razinc  to  t^em 
belonffin);,  have  lately  been  erecled  ;  and  also  all  that  other 
niece  or  parcel  of  wnati-  laiul,  tiitiiate  at  K^  o  iifnn-Miid,  c<intain> 
tag  six  iKrch,  heintf  [lart  of  the  vraate  called  (lie  Old  Church- 
yard,  in  \<h)ch  the  Ciunncr's  Bamu-kti,  belonging  to  the  said 
battcricii  laat  mentioned,  have  lately  bccti  erected  *' 

Previously  to  Uie  jjassln];  of  this  act  there  appears  to  have 
been  only  one  battery ;  but  then  the  two,  as  at  pra»cnt  existing, 
were  formed.  The  mogaziiif  in  the  Gun  gtirdent  and  the  guo- 
[icr*5  house,  still  occupied  by  thie  officer,  were  then  also  lately 
erected.  This  Bale  marks  n  change  in  the  public  pro(icrty  of 
the  tonn,  and  also  in  the  general  spirit  of  the  age.  Heretofore 
no  property  was  held  by  any  other  public  body  than  the  coruo- 
ration,  and  the  defence  of  the  Cinque  Ports  was  intmstea  to 
their  several  muuici]>al  authorities.  Hut  henceforth  both  the 
naval  and  land  armaments  of  the  country  were  vested  in  tlie 
bands  of  government. 

Speaking  of  the  military  defences  of  Rye,  we  may  here  re- 
murk,  as  connected  with  wariike  matters,  that  in  1*776  doib- 
menced  the  unhappy  ditfcrenccs  between  Eii^lanil  and  her 
American  colonics,  on  which  occasion  the  |rovcnimcnt  waa  nn- 
fortunalcly  eneoursged  in  the  praseeutinn  o(  the  war  hy  addrrsM* 
from  many  curporHltun»,  iind  umun^r  these  frutu  lliat  of  Itye, 
in  which  they  as^surc  his  Majesty,  Geor;^  III,  that  he  hod,  in 
their  jiidfi^neiit,  done  hi»  utmost  to  reconcile  tbc  unhapuy 
troubles  and  disputes  now  subetsting  in  his  Majesty's  colatuea 
in  A  men  e  A. 

One  of  the  fruits  of  this  war  was  the  raising  of  n  corpa  of 
volunteers  In  the  Cinque  Porta,  for  which  Ilye  was  to  find 
eighteen  men.  Tlie  eorpomtiun  subscribed  '.i\f.  h)t.,  and  tbe 
inhabitants  Hit.  I(U.  (>r/.,  making  a  total  of  I  I(i/.  0^.  hrl.  The 
lord  warden  paid  a  bounty  of  7/.  7s.,  and  the  town  of  Kyf 
&t.  Sa.t  making  twelve  gumeas  to  each  volunteer.  Tbis  OC" 
eurred  in  ITIH,  imd  In  the  same  year  nn  order  was  IsxiK-d  by  the 
corporation  to  prove  the  bnuu  cannon,  and  to  hnw  new  ear- 
riagcs  made.  These  cannon  stood  on  the  green,  and  were  Uku 
the  ]ir(i|)erly  ul'  ilie  corpornlioii,  a*  also  wu4  the  ground 
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vhich  they  stood.  They  were  five  in  rmiiilwr,  curiously  orna- 
tnuited  Willi  the  arms  of  Spain,  from  which  country  (hey  had 
been  taken.  Beaidcs  these  brass  piece*,  the  town  poswaecd 
two  iruii  ones, 

The  ilefenccs  of  this  purt  of  the  const  were  further  atrenftlh- 
cncd  ill  17)^0^  by  the  Ibmiatiun  «f  a  camp  on  the  top  of  Kye 
Mill,  in  thetiftd  in  whieh  the  Union-house  now  stnnda. 

In  1786  tt  committee  was  ordered  to  inspect  the  gun&  od  the 
battery  in  the  Watchbell  street,  aiid  to  repair  the  curioges  or 
sell  the  guns,  as  they  rany  think  nio§t  proper. 

In  ihe  height  of  the  lust  French  war  two  sets  of  barracks 
were  built  on  Itye  Uill,  one  at  the  corner  of  Lcesham  lane,  on 
the  north  iiidc,  for  infantry,  and  the  other  iu  the  tield  uhich 
is  noiT  occupied  by  the  (Jnion-house,  and  which  were  for 
cavidry. 

Tlte  war  witli  France  Bnally  ceased  in  1^16,  and  shortly 
uflcrworila  all  the  military  elories  of  Kye  came  to  an  end.  In 
IHlStho  harriUTfes  were  all  [mlled  di»wn.  The  guns  had  re- 
mained in  quid  and  hurmlcss  possession  of  the  Uun-^^ixlcn 
b»tu>n<-R,  when,  in  \Hly,  Hunt  having  haniiigiied  the  populace 
at  I'etcrloo,  in  Mancheotcr,  and  Watnon  thtx-ntcniri^,  \«Im:ii  he 
addressed  the  people  from  a  waggon  on  Tower-hill,  in  which  he 
had  a  pound  of  gunpowder  and  a  stocking  full  of  bullets,  to 
Inke  the  fortress  there  situated,  Ijord  Sidmouth  very  nniurally 
begun  to  feci  alarm  for  the  anfety  of  the  whole  realm,  and  immc* 
riiately  iwued  a  ffeiieral  order,  nsiially  denominated  "  Stdmoitlh's 
Circular,''  whereby  all  c«nnoa4  and  ammunition  not  in  well- 
defended  places  should  be  sent  to  I^indon,  and  Rye  being  in- 
clu<led  in  this  calcgorj*,  the  Uiin-cardcn  was  stripped  of  its 
omamcntfl;  and  all  that  now  remains  to  tell  ita  former  glory 
arc  the  platforms  stnndinf*  empty  in  idle  mockery,  and  the 
worthy  old  pmncr,  Peter  IJciicw,  who  will  j;ladly  communicate 
to  any  inhabitant  or  slmni^r,  wheiher  he  asks  him  or  nut,  all 
the  great  feats  which  he  performed  during  (he  liite  war;  how, 
on  the  sight  of  a  French  fn>^ite  in  the  olBng,  he  tired  signal 
grins  which  brought  up  an  Bnghsh  ship  of  war  in  time  to  cap- 
ture her;  how  he  sunk  another  French  ship  that  ventured  to 
show  her  hn^adside  \iitbin  range  of  his  cannon-balls,  and  this 
he  did  so  completely,  that  nut  a  soul  was  saved,  for  we  hiivc 
never  heard,  on  the  most  minute  inquiry,  that  any  prisoners 
were  brought  into  Kye,  But  let  any  one  speak  to  the  old  gtin- 
ncr,  and  be  will  tell  him  of  all  bu  wounds  and  hairbreadth 
eacapea  in  tlie  b«cilc-tiel(l : 


'■Sho«MrrUacn>icA, 
Awl  IMIil  kU  tMtltot  oVr  RgUii.-* 
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On  October  I  Ith,  17y7,wufDu^t  Ui«  battk  of  CMitpcnloWn. 
on  nhirh  ncrasinn  tbc coqiontioti gave  tcu  ^uiucu  tuttitnU  tW 
relief  of  the  nidoirs  and  orphans  of  the  seiimen  vho  &U  in  that 
ronteet;  aad  this  gcDcrosity  wis  not  without  its  rcwmnl,  far  the 
tix'c  brass  cnniions,  which  nen  in  a  bad  ttoie,  were  now  tAkni 
bv  ihe  ^vcrnntcnt.  nhicH  wni  down  Rvc  iron  Dutch  twcntr- 
four  pniinder»,  that  were  lakt-n  at  f'ampprdnwn.  Thrse  wen 
pLin-d  thnrc  at  the  edge  of  the  VVatchbrll  Clilf,  and  Ctn>  »  Uttic 
unhpr  tmcli,  on  tite  spot  vhrre  now  standi  thr  Indcpemlciil 
!^^bool.  In  this  satnc  year  the  corporation  eiibscfibcd  KM. 
to  thefttate  for  carrying  on  ihc  war  n^inst  Fraixre. 

By  the  ooinmenc«mcDt  of  the  ei^tecoth  ccottiry  the  oU 
defences  of  ihc-  tunn  had  cea»ed  to  be  of  much  value;  part  (( 
the  town  ditch,  between  the  I^nd-(»ate  tad  the  PoMcm 
bad  be«n  lei  in  l(fi>iS;  the  rciiiutiidcr  was  now  tilled  with  ni 
which  was  o\-er^rawn  with  high  reeds,  and  this  was  let  in  I73S 
to  the  n.'THpcctivr  owner*  of  the  udjotnJnfc  property,  on  lea»r»  of 
lOlHf  years,  with  the  power  of  resum|>tiou  on  the  part  of  ibe 
corponttiiin  in  Cium;  the  town  Khmild  ever  be  ajfaiii  fiirtitlnL. 
llic  lessees  were  to  drain  the  ditch,  to  fence  il  with  a  quicksrt 
hetl^,  and  to  leave  a  road  on  the  ouuiUe  of  twelve  feet  in 
width. 

In  l''M  the  stone  gateway  at  Ihe  Qun-gardcn  and  the  port- 
cullb  at  Land-^ate  were  pnlled  down  and  sold.  Two  y run 
after  this  the  Po»tera-gntc  shared  the  same  fate  Id  1  i(>7  the 
wall  near  the  latter  was  taken  down,  to  widen  the  enn«nce  auf- 
ficiently  to  allow  carriages  to  |>aBS  up  and  down  the  Cooduit- 
liill,  and  the  atones  were  )2ivcn  to  tikc  church^nrdena,  to  rtfiair 
the  churchyard  wall ;  and  at  the  samo  time  the  Mnnd-patc  was 
ordered  to  be  taken  down,  and  the  slonca  to  be  applied  lu  the 
same  piiqm^e;  but  the  last  order  docs  not  tetsin  i»  have  been 
catried  out  to  its  fiill  extent  then,  as,  in  1817,  «  further  order 
wu  issued  for  puUiui;  down  this  gate  and  pari  of  the  wall,  pne> 
rioua  to  which  lasi -men! toned  jieriod  (if  our  memory  wne*  m» 
ri^ht)  one  half  of  thi-  old  arch  was  stitiidiu^.  The  wotalm 
gate*  attached  to  the  Land-gale  way  were  pulled  down  in  17^ 
and  all  tfae«e  pUevs  rcinan  at  present  an  they  were  tbcD.  cf 
which  more  minute  porticuliu-a  an:  given  in  auotber  chapter. 

We  sliall  conclude  this  portion  of  our  biatory  with  a  fev 
meinomndn  to  eliicidnte  the  event.-i  of  the  eighteenth  and  the 
tirat  ball'  of  the  oinetvealli  century,  thut  is,  dawn  to  this  ptv- 
aciu  year  19^6. 

In  1701  the  corporation  decreed  thai  every  houi*ekc«lJ«r 
within  the  walls  should  once  a  week  cause  the  ttrrctt  belon 
tbcir  houses  to  bt;  swept  rJcnn,  and  baic  the  dtrt  curried  away, 
ollirrwisc  to  pay  a  One  of  sixpence  to  the  scavenger. 
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The  public  tinancm  seem  non*  to  have  imjirovcd,  for  vrc  find 
an  onlrrw  entertain  civilly  and  treat  the  Governor  of  Dover 
Cnatle,  whenever  he  shoulu  come  to  muster  the  ti'mn-bnnrl. 

In  this  year  the  widow  of  Samuel  Jcake  the  elder  gave  iht 
corporation  ten  pounds  tonards  the  new  lavine  the  market-place 
of  this  town,  on  condition  that  ftlie  mif!;lu  lay  out  the  samo 
as  »hr  thought  6t,  which  was  acceded  to,  and  ihankB  relumed 
h<T  by  the  mayor. 

The  flow  of  the  sea  was  now  so  much  altered,  that  the  murks, 
which  heretofore  were  upon  the  cjisile  and  Camber  Point,  were 
directed  to  be  removed  to  some  titter  tipot.  Accordinf;  to  this 
direction  there  were  two  convex  l!ght§  placed  up  ai  the  Camber 
Pnidi,  which  WU8  on  the  east  side  of  the  harbour  ciilrance ;  but 
in  I7'il  further  changes  had  taken  i>laccF  and  it  wan  found 
necc&sary  to  place  an  additional  one  in  the  prison,  or  in  sotqc 
convenient  plaee  in  the  Gun-|tarden ;  while  in  1724,  or 
bcforr,  a  ligiit  was  placed  on  the  souih-wcsc  angle  of  tlie 
chureh. 

The  corporate  body  in  1731  gave  Qve  pounds  to  lltaudfurd, 
and  the  same  »um  to  Tiverton,  in  consetjuencc  of  thei>e  towns 
having;  smtTi-rt-d  by  fire. 

In  1 71)2  the  cornoration  sent  a  very  spirited  letter,  signed  ivith 
their  common  seal,  to  the  repretteiicitives  u(  the  town,  to  op- 
ptrae  the  Kxcifte  laws,  which  were  very  unpopular  at  tliis  time, 
and  tbervrforc  thin  rcmoDHtnnre  oii  their  [mrt  did  tlictn  great 
cn-dit.  As  a  proof  of  their  diatuslcfulnciut,  wc  may  (juotc  Dr. 
Johnson's   detinitian    of  tlie   word   ''  Kxeisw,"  '*  u    batctiil    tax 

itcd  upon  commodities." 

In  consequence  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Grcbbcll  by  John 
Brceda,  as  relate<l  in  a  former  chapter,  it  was  ordered,  in  1743, 
that  an  inquisition  shoi>Id  b<-  taken  to  find  the  murdcrcr'a 
estate,  which  eM:hcated  (according  to  the  Charters)  to  the 
corpomiiiui. 

Tlie  old  corporation  of  Rye  waa  ever  a  most  loyal  body,  va- 
rious proofs  of  which  have  been  already  given,  and  here  wc  may 
add,  that  in  this  year  they  presented  an  address  to  his  Miijcsty 
(leorge  II,  to  confrratulate  him  on  the  discomtiture  of  the 
Freneh  fleet,  whieJi  uaa  ihcu  asM^nibled  off  Dunkirk  for  the 
puqjose  of  conveying  au  lu-my  of  lo,t)()0  men  over  to  England 
to  aid  the  Prt'tcuder  in  liia  attempts  on  the  crown  of  ihia 
country,  and  wliich  was  disconcerted  by  (he  uppcarancc  of  Sir 
John  Norris,  who,  with  a  superior  fleet,  made  up  to  nl  lack  Ihem, 
vlten  they  were  obliged  to  put  back.  Thin  Sir  John  Norris  was 
at  ibis  lime  one  of  the  reprcacnUitivcs  of  the  town  of  Rye;  con- 
sequendy  thin  net  was  ii  double  source  of  honour  to  the  cor]>o- 
rution  and  the  inhabitanu  at  large. 
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We  bad  ooeoston  (o  regret,  when  vre  spoke  of  the  vint  of 
Queea  Elizabeth  to  R>-c,  that  ibc  records  o(  the  corpontioo 
gave  no  direct  pvticulim  of  the  fact,  and  yre  baTe  tn  repeat 
this  TCfrrei  with  respect  to  those  of  Cbarin  11  in  1673,  of 
George  I  in  I  '''25,  and  of  Geoi^  1 1  in  17:l(j. 

Th«  visit  of  George  I  was  iiccidcntal,  the  ship  in  which  he 
had  i-mbarkod  having  been  driven  inlo  this  haven  by  atte** 
of  wt^alhcr.  IIi«  Majesty  landed,  and  was  etilcrtiiincd  while 
on  shore  by  James  l^aib,  'Kaq.,  who  was  then  mayor  of  the 
town. 

Of  the  visit  of  George  1 1  we  have  a  few  more  particuUrs,  not 
fnim  |>iibllr  records,  hilt  fram  tradilionarv  rc]>urta>  The  ssimr 
gentleman.  Mr.  James  Lumh,  was  then  mayor  also;  mid  it  it 
Miid  tlir^  King  landed  at  Rdnnrd'a  Dock,  m-ar  the  i>traiid,bi-iug 
the  west  end  of  the  Rock  Clnmac],  to  nliich  s|int  a  horse  vat 
taken  for  the  convenienoe  of  hitt  Majesty,  and  when  be  mounted 
it  the  mayor  held  the  slimip,  and  eondncted  him  to  bis  resi- 
dence', bcmg  a  hotisc  still  standing  at  the  sonth-wpst  eornernf 
the  present  Middle  street,  facing  the  western  entrance  into  ihc 
cbin'ohyani,  and  which  is  now  the  property  of  the  Rev.  Gcoi^ 
AugiiBtiia  Lamb,  u.d.,  the  ^rcnt-^and»on  of  the  then  mayor. 
Here  the  king  wait  entertained  for  several  days,  and  bis  silting' 
and  bed-room  arc  still  shown,  the  latter  of  which,  a  lufiy  apart* 
meni,  wainscolted  with  oak,  goes  to  this  day  by  the  itatne  of 
George  the  S«?cond'B  chamber 

in  the  good  old  times  of  174-t  it  was  customary  to  have  tlte 
liewspaiiers  laid  in  the  court-hall  hy  the  mayor's  sergeant, 
«herc  the  freemen  were  allowed  to  go  and  read  ihcm;  and  one 
John  Ilaffcnden  was  reprimanded  for  going  In  the  ]K>at-offio> 
before  the  sergeant  and  taking  the  papers,  and  in  case  ofa  ifr 

fetition  of  the  offence,  he  was  to  be  debarred  from  ^ing  to  the 
all  licneefonh  to  read  them. 
In  \74H  the  hooks  and  papcntnf  the<^orporBlionuprp  onterrd 
to  be  put  and  k<-|)t  in  order,  and  the  former  to  be  bound.  This 
biAi  onler  u:is  faiibfuily  executed,  and  to  this  we  are  indebted 
for  the  very  excellent  prcserxation  in  which  these  reeonis  now 
are,  bo  much  to  the  credit  of  the  municipal  anihorities  of  ibosa 
days,  and  of  all  tlieir  successors  dowo  to  the  iirrscnt  time, 
these  hooka  running  over  the  lon^  period  of  nturly  40U  years, 
that  in,  from  1-1 1**  tn  lK-15. 

True  to  their  character  for  loyalty,  the  corporation  sent  an 
iddreu  to  George  III,  in  17641,  to  eongratulale  him  on  hia  ac- 
cession to  the  tlirotic.  In  litj]  they  sent  uue  to  the  king  and 
queen  nn  their  nuptials,  and  in  the  snmr  year  had  the  honour 
of  a|ip«intiiig  four  of  tbcir  body  to  curry  the  canopv  at  their 
eoruriution. 
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In  I7fi2llie  rorpomtion  let  th«  BrirkwpU  field  tollic  oliiirch- 
Miirclfns  mul  overseer*  of  ihv  jiRrisli  iVir  yy  ytar»,  lo  Ixtild  a 
[((•st-house  upnn.  Thp  lirick-Mell  is  ihat  now  culled  Queen 
l^lir.itl)(.-(li'8,  iind  tlir  field  so  called  ik  the  grotiiid  on  which 
Stands  the  cottap;  no%v  the  propcrt?  of  lIcrlxTt  BarreU  Ciirteis» 
E«|.  To  this  house  were  scot  all  those  who  w«re  inoculated 
tor  the  smiiUpox.  It  was  not  until  the  yciir  IT'ii  that  iiiucula- 
tioii  was  lirst  introduced,  and  then  oiitv  [wrlially.  The  first 
praclitinncr  who  adopted  il  iu  live  was  Mr.  Frcwcii,  cummunly 
deaignuidl  Dr.  Frcwcn.  This  pcat-houne  remained  the  pro- 
perty of  the  piiri^b  until  17110,  when  it  was  given  to  Tliuuia» 
I^mb,  Eii\.t  then  mayor,  in  exchange  for  n  hou»e  and  i^urden 
situate  in  the  Gun-Garden  in  the  town,  and  where  the  |»oor- 
liouMC  u'BS  built,  uiid  continued  to  be  used  ii»  such  up  to  the 
year  1^44,  when  the  Cnioii-house  having  been  completed,  the 
inmates  ui're  irinisferred  lo  the  Utter. 

A  circumstance  occurred  in  I7t>4  worthy  of  notice,  inasmuch 
as  il  marks  a  change  in  the  practice,  (hough  none  had  as  yet 
talfcn  place  in  the  constitution,  of  the  PorL  When  Breeds 
murdered  Mr.  (Jrcbhell,  in  I74'i*,  he  was  tried,  convieti-d,  and 
executed  within  the  borough  ;  but  twenty-two  years  after,  wheu 
ooe  Ann  VVesinion:  munlered  her  child,  she  was  tried  at 
Horsham,  »t  the  vxp<;n8c  of  the  corporation. 

Pollard's  Wharf,  ao  called  from  the  Chambcrlaiti's  name  ut 
that  time,  was  bnilt  in  11H3,  and  this  officer  wa«  allowed  14/., 
■which  he  hod  expended  on  its  erection. 

The  first  wharf  at  the  Strand  seems  to  have  been  bailt  2011 
feet  in  h-ngth,  In  1790,  by  the  corporation. 

In  1794  Mr.  John  Soiiilierden  hired  ahout  four  acres  of  land, 
on  a  Icasi-  uf  '2 1  yeur<,  at  four  giiincos  a  year,  for  the  purpose  of 
building  u  factory  for  fhe  making;  of  sacks,  hop-bags,  &c.,  in 
whicb  he  einpU>ye<I  the  poor  oC  the  parish,  whom  be  bad  taken 
lo  farm.     Taia  concern  docs  not  seem  to  have  answered  the 

yector's  expectations,   for  four  years    afterwards  the  pUec 
ibandonvd    by  Mr.  Soiitherden,  and    hired   by  anotlicr 
tenant. 

In  180-1  the  cast  cliff,  commonly  called  Waters'  Cliff,  was  I 
planted  with  trees,  and  in  l>445  the  south  end  was  6Iled  up,  J 
where  none  before  bad  been  planted.  In  the  latter  year  n 
handsome  iron  fence  was  put  up,  and  a  broad  stone  pavement 
laid  down,  immcdtutely  above  the  last-nicn tinned  pliiiilation,  a 
work  doiuE  the  town  council  great  credit,  more  particularly 
w  hen  it  in  knon  it,  tiiul  when  the  tiunnccs  allow  of  it,  it  ia  to  be 
contiuuctl  nil  the  way  to  the  northern  end,  w  hich  will  make  it  a 
very  pleasant  pnr.ule  for  the  town's  people. 


358  THB  LOCAL  BIBTORT  OF  BTB. 

In  1H17  the  baths  were  erected  near  the  Fish-market,  by 
several  Bubscribers ;  but  it  baa  not  turned  out  a  fortunate  spe* 
culation. 

Fearing  we  may  tire  the  patience  of  our  readers  by  any  more 
minute  details,  ve  will  here  bring  this  branch  to  a  close. 
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Tnr,  post  of  daiiKPrii*  the  (i€Mt  of  hnnoiir,  or,  in  otlirr  n'oid^ 
where  there  \»  no  danger  there  U  no  honour.  The  «outli-«aKteril 
co&stnf  England  has  ever  hccn,  and  still  it,  ttic  parlicuhtr  |mrt 
which  is  moftt  exposed  to  the  incursions  of «  foroi|>n  onemy  ;  and 
for  its  defence,  at  a  very  early  pcrioJ,  tbe  Cinque  Port«  iiu<) 
itiicii'lit  lawtm  here  situate  ucre  rndowt-d  with  nitmpniiis  mid 
valiii«lilc  ijrivilct;c9.  Tlicv  had  the  honour  of  forming  (lie  vnn- 
(i^iiard  of  the  kinj>iloni,  and  with  the  honour  they  had  itv  ran- 
contitont  danf^ra,  aetinj;  aa  drawbaeks  iherel'rom.  Among 
lhe»te  tatter  may  be  reckoned  the  dithculty,  and  the  danger 
ariiini;  from  this  ilifticully.  ir»  case  it  should  prove  to  be  inaur- 
niountiible,  uf  riiiiting  ihe  meaiii  whereuilh  to  provide  for  the 
iiiiavoutalito  expense!)  aitcndiiut  «ii  the  tittiit^  out  uflheir  ship- 
iiiug,  (uid  on  the  other  scrvieca  whieh  they  had  to  |»crforin. 
'There  were  luo  sourcesn  from  which  their  .tujiplie»  weredriiwn: 
one  direct  and  the  other  indirect ;  Ihc  furnicr  bri»(;ing  money 
into  ibeir  trauuiy,  and  rhe  latter  prcventinj;  it  from  bein^  taken 
out.  The  lirat  niuy  he  called  ^'nnits,  and  the  luHt  exemptions. 
We  win  firsi  HjK'alc  uf  the  latit,  which  arcthus  Kpccitied  in  ttieir 
CharU-ra :  •■  Thai  liny  (the  Barons  of  tllc  Ports)  may  be  *|ilit  of 
nil  toll  and  of  all  cuiiinin,  that  is  tn  say,  of  all  laslo^',  tuliu^e, 
]W)Ksii^'<.>,  carriap.-,  riragc,  from  |H>i)sage,  and  all  wreck,  and  of 
all  their  selling,  buying,  and  rrbuyinjr,  throughout  all  our  land 
and  dominion,  nith  soc  and  nuc,  and  thol  and  then-.  And  that 
tfacy  may  be  wreck-free  and  wit-free,  laatngc- free  and  lovecopc- 
frec."  By  rdercnce  to  the  glo»Min.',  our  readers  will  sec  the 
vntue  of  all  these  exemption  s,  the  e\iict  amount  of  which  cannot 
be  correctly  pfltiinnted  in  iiouuiIr,  ahillings,  and  pence.  The 
various  Murcea  f rum  which  the  Porta  drew  their  direct  supplies 
were  these :  "  They  had  den  and  tttrond  at  Yarmouth ;  they  had 
their  findultt  in  sim  and  land ;  they  were  quit  of  shires  and  huu- 
drcds;  to  have  infangtlief  uiid  oiilfanfrihcf ;  (o  Ik  (|uit  ofri^ht 
prise  (tliikt  ia)  of  one  tun  of  wine  het'ore  and  another  after  Ihc 
muAi.  They  hud  their  wanlships  and  marriages.  They  levied 
tolls  on  nil  sliips  tnidingto  their  Ports." 
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The  original  oocudtutioaofdi?  Ports  was  Dot  that  t}f  aoorpo- 
ralioD,  BS  at  present  imderetood  ;  bucratherof  a  guild  or  tradiPg 
nnnpaor.     From  ihc  fact,  adduced  in  15^7,  of  the  to«n  hold- 
ing a  ship  in  common,  a  trading  one,  called  "  the  town's  ship," 
wc  have  a  proof  of  this ;  and  hence  wc  aff^e,  that  the  pmfiLt 
arisinjT  from  the  liicrativc  commerce  which.  tJiey  carried  on  with 
Frnncc  in  winv  trcnt  into  the  public  treasury',  and   so  also  tht 
protits  accruing  from  the  fii^hery  at  Yarmouth,  or  any  other 
branch  of  commerce  In  which  tliey  vcre  cnea^d,  cither  as  im- 
portcrs  or  exporters.     Under  the  latter  beard  may  be  mcDtioncd 
the  article  of  timber,  uhicb  down  to  the  nngn  of  the  siilh 
Edward  was  pretty  coDsiderable.     In  thia  latter  item  must  be 
included  bitlot«,  ultidi  coDtiuut-d  to  the  aevculrcnth  century. 
One  source  of  rt^venuc  vrere  tlie  Rues  |>a!d  by  the  Barons  on  ad-   ■ 
niiwtion  to  their  freedom,  which  must  have  been  conaiderable,  as  ' 
ell  ubo  were  willing  and  able  were  inrited  to  become  members 
of  ibt;  general  body.     All  liucs  and  amcrnamenta  went  into  the 
town's  purse.     All  goodn,  chattels,  and  other  projjcrty  belcmg- 
iii;;  tu  cuiivictcd  felons  nt-re  forfeited  tu  the   Purt  in  which  the 
cunvjction  took  place.     All  tradesmen  paid  for  cserciaing  their 
calling;  tishennen  fur  their  bouts;   foreign  vessela  towunia  the 
lights.     The  ferry  tolls  were  let  by  them,  oa  were  the  fish  and 
fruit  markets.     In  the  earliest  times  it  would  seem  that  the  king 
cinimed  the  waste  or  uflocctipicd  parts  of  the  town,  on  which, 
when  persons  erected  buildinss  of  any  kind,  ihey  paid  a  specki     h 
nf  (piit-rent  to  hin  bnililf.     Uc  have  shown  the  varioun  rcij^H 
thus   collected,  and  we  imtv  at  a  uucb  earlier  period    hovr  uV 
ground  in   the  north-wr«t  part  of  the  Wish  was  called  the 
**  King's  Wysic,  or  Wish."     Some  of  the«c  rents  were  nflcr- 
-warda  granted  (u  the  corporation,  and  this  body  seized  on  all  the 
waste  not  previoi)«ly  occupied  by  the  king  or  any  private  per- 
son.    These  arc  the  princi|>al  springs  which  tluwed  into  ihc 
public  trensiiry ;  but  what  was  their  amount  nt  n  very  early 
period  we  shall  not  for  one  moment  pretend  to  say*  as  ve  tbink 
the  attempt  would  be  useless,  and  therefore  we  shall  coaBnc 
ourselves,  as  a  commcnceincnt,  to  the  laller  part  of  the  seven, 
teenth  century,  Hr<it  pn-miHing,  that  in  the  chaml>crlain'a  ac- 
counts,  begiuniog  in  1448,  we  find  the  following  entriea,  viz. : 

M  iLTon  i>r  r»HiK(i<iKMTi  nsunieisa  to  ike  iown  or  svc. 


MmtiKvcnir.rai 

1  wrtk  tniaielllag 
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Jvll^  Svnii 

3  ilHU     illllo     ■ 
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l'«|rr  Joliiialo'ir 

1  •Into   ditio 
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John  HauiiibT 

^aittu  dnio  - 

m 
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d  ditto  boalllim 

la 

MklUiuwOli" 

aditto.wiiaatiMrwi*    ■ 
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Jolil  Swill 
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Rotmt  CtM|>miin 
Jubn  &ti)iK(rT 


-       -         H 


>EXT<  IN  Tn«  TUWK  Of  Hri!. 


or  Ji>buIIprryltt-9bun).  rortWDti-iirnK-riUal  thr  Slnnd 
Richnnl  Sti'|>liyn,  Inn  irrMimi'DlB  in  Ibi-  Macllcl-illau 
HnnijtSuiJllj.aalalliii  itiitu    . 


4DTUI?l!m. 


John  Warner,  ((Cnt.  |wr  sitnam 

Robvit  OianliriKKi'i  illlto 
Sirplinn  Mirclntiid, Jillti     • 
TIkjiiiiu   W^iiii»iiJ 
John  Cijlib)-  •  • 


s.  4. 

0  a 

1  a 
I  i 


a  A 

t  1 

3  I 

1  » 

2  0 


The  foregoing  nrc  given  as  specimens  of  ilic  diirerent  soiircea 
of  revc-uuc  «ujoyecI  b;  tho  town  at  this  time,  the  total  amount  of 
which  waa  as  fbllon  s,  vis. : 


MAVtOtl,  <IBC.1T  IMP  <M4LL«  U^Cn-  UN  riBni!>il-D'>IT*  UMIXailMI  TO  BTB, 

At  tbvfour  uiiitrr-iiwtillunpd  pt-riudi: 

X  ..   J. 
A I  Cbriilnxn 

Atlbo  SHlItlly  uTRt.  John  U)«  BafilM 
Al  ttarUiQlomuwtl'lv 


Amount  uf  n-iili 
It«eelTPda(4l  utran»ti  - 


Totftl 

Eji|>«i>i}itim 

In  \A9\  11h  reoriptt  bod  iiii'iuixnl,  mal 
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On  August  20th,  1674,  we  see  the  following  entry : 


At  fhb  iMnnUj-  Thtmwa  Buidctt  (calleclor  ot  Ibe  ■mnll  but  tnA  imWj 
|Hfij[r  inttTtTx)  |*Ut  unlo  Ttjunit*  U'l-lih,  Ibe  |irna#nl  f^hamb^lnini 
thr  (Oinattiin  |>aaiHl<  and  iiliiF^irnrv,  [oi  Ibc  iim  vl  Ibin  cariMitnlioa 

Abi«  BnTtbDlflninvr  Hrrnli.  ■•  iiiajoi')  tig.ctM,  paid  to  tbc  Mill  chy- 
btdaln  >il  ^'ounilii  iilil«en  ■billing*  aiiil  flTV|i«aeB,  tat  boer  moncfi 
JuD  MIUiuinuiLT  l(I>I  .  ■  .  .  • 

Abu  Ihn  mM  ItreMlj  {MlJ  ta  Ibo  Mh)  cliuib«tbiin  (Is  pound*  twolvr  ibU- 
tinjts  tiul  trni>cnrti  (at  *lnp-<aai>lp«  or  bmIIoiI  nKHiejr,  due  a>  Uon- 
nlil  ...... 

AbntwratdtQ  UwMblrlMiiUMrlBlu  ililil)-(>lgbl*hilllil)^*iid  faut|wnce< 
Mnff  maner  MlfMted  on  tlw  Uit  |)tD*rntaMnl 


£«.<(. 


10    •    • 


a  le    a 


a  12  10 

1   Ik     4 


£iA    b     I 


see 


TUB  POBLIC  aBVIMVn  OP 


The  Bmall  Imix  waa  ta*ii  due*,  acul  peu;  yasm^xaoaty  a 
ipeeiea  of  harbour  dues. 


A|inl  liifc,  mi, 
TbaliiMUurtr(t|«dlkkiUwlwmkar  IIUHIM*  WrUJi  (tuul  clwmhwWa) 

1S74  b  lUadar  •  - 

Baiiht>luau!v  itiiwli  alaa  pM  In  fott  •!  ke«r  nwwf.  Am  frooi  lb> 

(ictuollrf*  Itom  CbridBUilMl  - 


£.    *.  A 


13    I    a 


■      4  11    i 

£n  u  i 

Ii  nnpcan  there  were  tlircc  coUecUirfi  vix.  the  luid  chambrf^ 
Inin,  the  collector  of  town  dues  uid  peitj  |>a8ftage,  uul  ooe  ot 
brar- money,  &c,  in  the  town. 

On  Februnry  0th,  lii'tV,  thtr  town  duty  of  murkel  monry, 
umiiig  by  fish  «nJ  I'ruit,  were  let  for  five  years,  at  an  aiintlid 
rent  at'K/.  ijVr. 

Everything  tccmi'd  to  be  turned  to  account  in  ICfiO;  Ihe  lane 
leading  from  the  Wobh  Well  to  the  gaU  qcbt  the  BuK  v^s  let 
Bl  five  shillings  n  year.     'Chis  U  tbc  present  Love  lauc. 

AuKiKli^ih,  Kso.  £    t.    .t 

'I'hv  (uilncUir  of  tiM  mmJI  bos  bhJ  )«■((}  p■•wp^■Ill'•al■J  fVudiKnt  kU 
■anianl,  tiy  wlit<*  II  Hfftmn  Uinl  (ram  lUajr  lal  tn  Ibw  da;,  Maf 
1i<iAf1}'  Tour  AflUlhif   l>«  haul    rr4-«lti?il  •  *  •      Ijl      I   to 

Aaron  i'cndle  brunfttit  in  til«  lonninl,  b>  wbifli  it  U  aliawK  tbat  h<  r- 
(mitl  In  Uie  l«o  ImI  jenia,  fm  beer-monej'  and  oUmmaEi  Um 
•nniut  -  .  .  .  .  •     31     t    « 

Kii(i*rlS«iiitir!.  )*uman>rn[paiil,  jialil  I",  'ur  IwU-lx-r*'  hvad-awn*}         ■        I     •    • 

This  Inst  duty  was  then  to  be  let  tor  thirty  sbilUncis  a  year. 

I'bf  cluinitierlaiii  rKinml  giil  of  iiir  iini<-icniiinii  bix  u<i  ilw  UiU  latile         tl     J     * 

The  foUowitiK  mil  ohow  bow  tbc  variuiu  trades  were  taxLil  iu 
the  tou  11  in  this  yi.*ar  : 

IIMti.  K>fry  bulclict  FKhl  a  fciUmiiuly  Uit  rtrtj  |>«ll  ol  wart  wbtcli  ht  killpO.  i^ 
EiFiy  (<-llniai<  (MlmuiiipM^  Ii  n  frevman,  >ix)ien<iap«<  quattpfj  ifnullirv,  mini- 

K^tlf  •h(>|ikni)WT  Ui>  aaina, 

£itr]r  nnwiiM,  fbiirrrlRbl.  maxin,  brklilafor,  Iflnner.  iidkr.  pnMpaukrr. »«» 
nMlur.  ani  aU  vMcr  UaBdkrnftanien  (etirr|>I  cunl«r>>  beinK  froc,  |im4  Ibnw 
(MM*  p«r  qiiartrr,  and  not  brlriK  ftn.  *li)>i!»ci), 

Kt«r>' cuiTU'r,  bvliif  (nM,  paM  tiit«fice|«ait<uwin,  mmI  nut  M*c bM.  Iwaf «f|iMiM^ 

On  January  I2tb,  1^81,  we  first  meet  with  a  atati-meni  of 
the  uiiiiiial  reveuue»o('  Lh«  town,  which uu  this  day  are  re|Kirt«d 
tu  amount  to  11*2/.  N>.  '2tl. 

In  the  eftuiiieration  of  the  more  early  aaurces  ornrvciiue,  vet 
Onutted  the  piizcs  made  in  war.  Thai  ibe  I'ort&  haii  u  dnim 
on  ihcHc  iH  t>lnhi  from  the  cirt-uiii^iAiK-e  uicutiuTicd  ui  the  rri^ 
of  l''l(7.nbeth,  utun,  in  the  lt»t  of  cannon  ami  other  warlike 
Blorea  claimed  by  the  quecu,  the  tonii  of  Hye  Uld  claiu)  to  uix 
piccD  of  urdiitiuec  eiiUi-d  fl  inynian,  which  one  of  its  ebiiw  had 
tAkct)  from  the  enemy ;  and  If  the  town  wua  entitled  to  thit 
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honorable  but  not  veri'  valuuble  irti[)liy,  so,  no  doubt,  \ns  she, 
in  common  with  the  other  Porta,  equally  entitled  to  participate 
in  the  more  subslaiitiul  prizes  which  vrurc  lukeii  by  the  united 
Pciri*  nnvy  in  l-iW,  under  the  oommnnd  of  Henry  Payp,  and 
which  consimed  uf  l'2fl  FrnicOi  4iip^  iill  Udcii  with  no  worse 
mere hcuidize  tliau  salt,  iron,  and  oil,  a  most  valuable  booty.  We 
«hauld  also  mention,  lliat  when  tlic  Portw  tiavy  were  detained 
over  their  HfteMi  days  of  annual  Rerrice,  they  were  paid  by  the 
king,  and  couaequently  thtrir  own  ex|>eiii(e9  were  then  at  an  end 
for  ilit  lime.  Tlie  last  ships  were  Hucd  out  by  the  Ports  io 
lfi'^l>,  consequently  wc  urc  now,  in  ItiS),  cleat*  of  all  those 
chai^est  and  Icuviiii;  all  the  d<nibtful  regions  of  antiquity,  we 
may  turn  our  undivided  attention  to  the  financial  state  of  the 
town  from  that  time  to  the  present.  Wc  bave  shown  many  of 
tlie  sources  from  which  this  revenue  wna  derived;  but  no  dis- 
tincit  areouiic  luitt  yet  appeared  of  tlic  land  rents,  thoufth  there 
must  have  been  some,  as.  we  have  heani  of  a  land  cliambc-rlitin. 
But  lei  IIS  etidi-nvonr  to  trace  it  out.  The  pn-Hciit  North  Marsh, 
Town  Marsh,  FactorT,-  Marsh,  Ciibhet  Marsh,  and  Mill  Sails 
wei-e  then  overtUivi  c<l  by  the  »cii  at  hi^h  water,  both  at  neap  and 
snrinK  tides.  The  Butt  Marsh,  known  by  this  same  name ; 
the  Middle  Marsh,  Pole  Mamb,  Spring  Mar^h,  nnd  Garden 
Marsh  (nil  known  by  the  name  of  Saint  Mary's  Marshes)  were 
iiK'toMnl  luid  o  \  ncd  by  the  corporation.  Tlw  remaiiiitig  mnr.nhes 
in  this  part  were  the  property  of  private  individuals.  In  \ol:6  one 
KdmundCoppingcrconvcycd  certain  me«Knnp4>!i,Iand.s,  tenements, 
and  other  premises  lo  the  corporation,  and  these,  aa  well  as  the 
Innda,  must  have  yielded  some  rents.  The  marshes  which  had 
been  !iirluM:d  up  to  this  time  contained  about  twenty-two  ncrtrs; 
and  now,  from  these  data,  we  will  venture  to  give  the  following 
annlvMK  uf  the  annual  receipts,  which  are  stated  I  l'-2l,  I4t,  '2d. 


Tlir  Sainll  Uoi  farm  aili)  ]ftXly  iiouta^  maivrj 
BeCT  money,  Ur. 

ltiilcbi.iH' liHnil-monry  •  • 

Fluh  intl  Iriiit  miirkcl* 
I.O«a  Ikflr,  h(ct)M)T«n( 
Si  M.  bihl,  at  aO#,  iwt  itrtr 
Q(ilt>rcBU  and  nomliiiM 


■    ann 

B       The  last  two  items  are  given  at  hazard ;  but  nc  tru»t  they 

I   are  not  very  fur  from  the  truth.     The  amount  of  the  diabur»c- 

F    mcnts  was   123/.  12j.  O^r/..  cxoccdinj;  the  revenue  bv  10/.  \lt, 

\i)\fi.     In  Wlfi  the  SmalUIlox  farm    was    let  for' 1 10/.  per 

annum ;  hut,   owinp   probably   to   the  civil   war  which  ra^cd 

luure  or  Usb  from  about  l(j<IU  to  liv|>(>,  dUordcr  and  eoufusion 
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reigned  here  as  weLL  aa  in  ottier  parts,  and  ihv  dissolute  reigo 
of  the  Second  Charles  did  not  lend  muvh  to  iu  improvement. 
Uence  arone  the  n«re!u*ity  for  the  brief,  which,  in  this  century, 
was  granted  by  the  kin^  for  tlie  rcUt-f  of  the  town. 

Id  18ftt>  one  John  Dixon,  a  <>eamai)   of  this  loivn,  ajrn^d  to 

1i»)'  thL'  r()r[)uratii>ii  nvopcnce  a  yciir  for  thv  |rrouiid,  on  whicli 
le  built  a  porch  to  his  hotise  in  Strand-gate  uard. 

In  li>>'3  the  present  Toun  Salts  \rcre  then  called  Uadding*s 
Marsh,  and  n'aa  ordered  to  be  marked  off,  the  boundaries  being 
fnini  the  Bad<Iin;;*s  Kocks  along  norihwurd  to  the  rocka  under 
the  little  mill.  Thia,  most  probably,  acreca  willi  thi-  old 
caaiL-rii  boundary  of  the  tonn,  when  UAdding's  gate  was 
standing  on  that  side. 

'Plic  town  duoi  were  now  l^iuted  for  three  years  at  the  low 
ftum  of  thirty  pounds  per  annum. 

The  Hope-walk  at  thin  limit  was  at  the  nortli  aide  of  tlie 
town,  riinnin$r  parallt-l  with  the  tou-n  ditch;  and  this  apiit 
is  ttill  ilcHij^nated  the  O|d_|toi>c-wulk.  TIii»  was  let  fur  ftf\m 
yrnrs,  with  the  herbage  of  trie  town  ditch,  from  the  Postern 
pate  to  Kobert  nronne's  stairs,  at  twcnty-nix  Ahilliiiga  a  year, 
limwiic's  stairs  wcrc'  ut  the  foot  of  Jarrett's  yard,  by  which 
iKTSonR  a!icrnde<l  and  passed  over  the  vail,  then  .standing,  and 
long  BJncc,  into  the  town. 

At  the  auditing  of  the  aceonnts,  in  |iW4,  the  f  i-m 

was  found  to    be   in  debt    tu    tliv   chamberlain    in    li<  ■   •>( 

Iu/.  3(.  3(/.,  and  for  this  he  received  a  bond.  Hie  amerciiunvnl 
box  contained  10«. 

In  ISISO  the  town  dues  were  evaded  by  persons  bringing  to 
or  carrying  corn  from  the  town,  who  protended  to  be  fm-tncn 
of  ilye  or  of  other  ports,  and  orders  were  issued  thai  no  one 
was  to  be  exempt  but  upon  oath  of  his  being  a  freeman.  But 
the  town  was  at  a  very  low  ebb,  for,  in  this  year,  the  lessees 
iif  the  town  dnes,  the  rent  of  which  was  only  34'/.  a  ynr, 
petitioned  to  be  allon'cd  to  give  up  their  lease,  latere  were 
two  yean'  rent  due,  out  of  which  they  paid  3:^/.'t6*.,  th«  eo«^ 

E oration  agreeing  to  take  as  the  balance  the  sum  of  27/.  ■!■ , 
cing  debts  due  to  the  lessees  from  persons  in  arrears  to  them 
for  dues  to  this  nniuunt;  this  petition  was  granted.  'ITie 
harbour  lij^ht,  which  was  in  the  Gun-ganlei),  was  let  for  three 
years  at  l(i/.  per  unnuni. 

'Hie  fish  trade  iirems  to  have  itKTcased  ;  fort  >t  Michoeltnaa, 
l()8(>,  the  duty  on  it  was  teased  for  three  years  at  3U  guineas 
a  year. 

'The  Small  Box  fnrm,  lately  abandoned  by  tha  bat  hmitn. 
was  now  let  at  an  iiiinunl  rent  of  31/, 

In  ioai  the  corporation  let  the  right,  so  for  aa  Uiey  h»i  the 
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Koncr  of  fishing  id  the  harbour,  for  one  |i;uiiiea  a  year  to 
L'  «|icnl  amoug  the  members  of  that  body,  and  a  dish  of 
tniiUcts.  The  leuccs  were  to  prevent  the  peler-hoats  from 
fishiii);. 

The  herbage  from   the  Gun-garden  to  the   Barham  Rocks 
let  at  «j.  a  yenr. 

It  appears  ihc  cor^jorution  wan  now  so  poor,  that  no  one 
would  lend  them  the  small  sum  of  120/.  on  eccurity  of  (lie 
to^rn  lands,  and  they  were  obtigc<l  to  mortf^a^  them  to  their 
creditors  tor  the  amount  of  their  claims,  which  was  V^ift.  41.  lid. 
for  the  (R-riod  of  six  ycara. 

In  UiiSS  the  harbour  duoi  were  let  for  seren  years  at  16/. 
a  >o}ir. 

Tbc  Small-Box  farm  seems  to  have  »»dly  dix-lined  in  value  ; 
for,  in  WJ'l,  it  wns  let  at  the  very  low  rent  of  \i)f.  a  year. 
In  I6U3  the  harbour  dutica  were  let  for  five  gu'uicas  a  year. 

The  annual  income,  fivim  A.u|:tiHt,  Ifjiji,  to  Aiigiiat,  l()!l*.?>  ia 
stated  to  have  been  1)2/.  \i^>M.  D^i/..  and  the  disburscntcnts 
114/.  tfr.  lll(/.i  60  that  it  nrmiuncdstaUonaty  from  Ib81  to  tliis 
time. 

That  tbc  Bnancial  state  of  the  town  was  now  at  a  low  ebb 
in  apparent  from  n  tetter,  in  the  cor|ioration  booltH,  bearing 
date  February  I2th,  1(394,  written  by  Mr.  Jeake,  in  which  lie 
offers  to  ^ive  tbem  the  sum  of  tliree»-orc  [loutidG  at  Midsummer, 
1696,  provided  that,  by  a  prudent  maiiajijeiueiit  of  ilicir  public 
revenuea,  they  bIiouIi!  complete  the  redemption  of  their  mort- 
gaged land  in  the  space  of  tno  years. 

By  a  aubscqueut  enlr>',  on  July  tith,  1095,  Samuel  Jcaltc, 
mercliotit.  in  consideration  of  the  GOl.  he  lately  gave  the  eor- 
pomtiun,  was  excused  from  aII  manner  of  ofliccK  belonfpng  to 
this  corporation,  and  from  coming  to  all  manner  of  asMeinblies 
therein  iii  pursuance  of  liis  retjueat  to  tbc  some. 

.\pril  2;tli,  1694,  Mr.  Mayor  ]md  the  chamberlain  the  sum 
of  W-,  which  he  received  ot  uiy  Lady  Frewen  for  Uie  u&c  of 
this  corporation. 

£   a.  d. 


From  AuximU  IMS,  U>  Aiik<mI>  IOH.  Ibo  nrentw  tt 
■liilvd  In  h*<p  bM-n                 .                 -                 . 

lid  11     T 

Tllif  extJ^fiilllilW      -                    .                    .                    . 

IM    »    »l 

Still  ■lliiwiii|(  »  l)t^iCte^ttJ, 

Prurx  IMM  lu  ICOS. 

ltcveDU«  only                    .                    .                    -                   - 

flft  10     0 

DiatiiirarmeiilN          .                 .                  ■                 - 

102  It  II 

In  IWG  one  William  Terry  agreed  to  pay  lOf.  per  annum 
for  the  liberty  of  landing  and  taking  puiMtciigcrs  Bt  the  Middle 
Kock,  which  belonged  ii>  the  coi-pon>iion.  These  pai^tiengerH 
were  brought  from  (-iuildford,  tbnucrly  they  were  Uiuded  at 
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ihc  foot  of  Sall-Coatc  street;  but,  llie  ttea  hnving  retired  pw- 
tially  from  tint  spot,  the  Midille  Kock  vm  now  chosen  for  the 
purpose,  which  wtis  probubly  near  the  Gun>gnr<!en. 

The  receipt*,  from  Hi^.)  to  l(Sl(i,shoir  a  sad  lalling  otf,  being 
only  "HA  l».  lOrf.;  while  the  cxiicinliliire  was  l'.i'2/.  3i.  '2d., 
leuving  a  bdUincc  due  to  the  chaml>crlain  of  no  Icnh  a  sum  than 
64L  It.  Atl.,  ior  whirh  l)ic  corporation  gave  him  a  bond  foriiU/, 
bearing;  interest  at  tivc  pur  cent,  pur  anaum. 

Thouirh  the  corporate  body  ■met*  th)i«  in  trrenrs  it  doM  not 
■pjwur  that  they  were  backward  in  collcctiag  all  (hej  could: 
for,  in  l(i97,Thom«s  Senle  aprees  to  pny  twopence  n  yeir  for 
hia  chimney,  standing  eight  inuhcs  broad  and  twelve  foot  long, 
or  therealioiit,  upon  the  loun's  grxjimd,  in  n  lane  leading  from 
ihe  Wiitchbcll  street  to  the  cliS' 

In  \W1  M-e  have  the  6r8t  entry  showing  ur  the  distinct  rent 
of  the  hind,  for  now  wc  sec  that  Abraham  Kcnnett  hired  the 
town's  fresh  Marah-Iand,  being  pnrt  of  St.  Marr  Marshes, 
containing  eighteen  acres  more  or  less,  and  one  piece  of  Kolt 
Marsh  containing  tive  acre^.  more  or  le^,  for  seven  ytax^  from 
Lady  Day  hJi'S,  at  the  niinufll  rent  of  3i>/. 

In  this  latter  year  wc  still  have  proofs  of  the  poor  stale  of 
the  eorpnrntion  in  the  fad  of  Mr.  Chnmberjt  hnvni;^  f?iven  j>/. 
towards  making  the  stairs  going  down  ttte  (jiin-gardeu  cUtT, 
bill  uhich,  not  ha^iiif;  been  rc(|uinMl  fur  this  puqio»i>,  was 
directed,  tojiether  with  othrr  moiicya  cnlleeted  in  the  town, 
to  tM>  applied  towardx  making  the  bovrlin^-gri-cn  fit  to  play  at 
bowJH  therein ;  the  corporation  co  find  the  remainder. 

The  hnrbonr  dues  now  increased  ngaio  bi-iiiE;  let,  io  )ti{K),  for 
8/.  for  one  year;  revenue,  from  16y7  to  lfly8,  94/.  I  U.  fidLj 
difiburBcmcntti  lt>6/.  I4«.  'i\4«  Here  wc  6ce  an  incrcu»c  in  the 
revenue  and  a  decrease  in  the  expenditure;  but  still  the  latter 
cxccctia  the  foruier. 

The  pasture  of  the  town's  waste  and  the  proHt  of  laying 
limber  thereon  was  let  for  tlve  years,  from  MicliaelmaSf  \i>^% 
at  3/.  a  year. 

I'hc  Small  Box  farm,  which  was  let  In  1602  at  10/.,  wrk,  in 
1699,  let  at  17/.  I  Oi.  a  year. 

All  gwraona  taking  sand  from  the  Gun-garden  RocIch  nerc  to 
pay  ViiL  fur  every  puck  to  any  one  iufonniug  aguinsi  them. 

In  I7IKI  the  curporalion  gave  a  mortgage,  on  the  town  landSf 
to  'I'bootas  Guwcn  fur  the  sum  of  &H.  Vi»^  I  \d. 

£    ..    d. 

Froin  &L  IU(4MlaSMr«,  KOO.  In  8l  lUriM«Bun>,  ItM. 

tW(t<;>-lpi.  cftWcariionaoaMrrtatt^lbke  111    IS     i 

Jlw  dUliiutnoaala  •  Kll     O     il 


UalaiiM  i«  <ar\Hmt>u«  <nOu 
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We  offer  (h«  following  nnatvsift  of  tli«  above  receipts,  vi*. 

SmiiU  Box  Tiitin,  or  town  4at-t   - 

Piab  and  rtuil  iiu(kt.-U         ... 

MntlniK  •Juna  •  •  .  . 

ll'ruTfl  IjifkJ  .  -  -  * 

Cliaig*  on  ohon)  whHnIt 

Sbop  wlndon,  dtii-n  an  ntrtoiiK  tialei,  bt^r-miiiK'jr,  Ac. 

Ground  r^nt*  muf  <t)ii(]ritf«  -  * 

tilt  ID    S 

ShnrH  whceli*.  Docs  this  mean  whecU  Rhoil  with  iron,  ihey 
oriKiniilly  ha%'ing  bctn  raatlc  ofsolifl  pieces  of  wood? 

Yiec.  I(lth,l7lll.  Mr. Jcnkcffivestnecorporatirin  lU/.  towardA 
rciNiiring  mid  new  laying  the  mnrkct. 
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Rwnme            .               ■               . 
EKpniulll-are 

£    «.   ■». 
•   lao   7    1 
Hi  la  II) 

R*b>nM.  O. 

■      £53  1«     1) 

Si.  HtrtAv/wufr,  1101. 

DlahaiMMC-u 
HnrlliU     • 

-       IS*   l»     91 

tat   1  s 

n«Unfe>  l>r.                   • 

-      CU  lA     H 

itm, 

IHabtmt'nicnb 

KMill^           ... 

IIS     3    X 
00  ta  ID 

Bnlnnce,  Dr. 

£W   «   a 

Tlie  cimmbcrlaiu  is  ordered  lo  borrow  money  to  pay  tlus 
balance,  at  interest. 

Scitu  '28lli,  1704.  It  is  ordered  that  every  merchant  ship  or 
veasel,  not  bclonRiiiR  to  Ihe  town,  shall  pay  tIir<t'|M:iic<^  [kt 
hogshead  for  all  the  water  tliey  take  ftvm  tbc  public  cunduitu. 


IIOI. 
l)l<4innaapnU 
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J. 

•1. 
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1 

4 

•     £1    IS     I 


BoUitcv,  Ct. 

March  2yih,  170.5.  The  assembly  decreed  that  the  follnwin(j 
duties  should  be  levied,  to  enable  lh<T  eorfKiratiott  to  dH'niy 
their  v.irirnw  necessary  charges,  the  same  lo  be  added  to  the 
Small  Box  farm,  viz  : 


Pot  #ir*rr  '■"■  ^  brantly  loipoiM  or  mportKl.  bolonirlntr  <•>  ■  (r«*<t«n  of  Um 

Ctni|ae  Vmtm  or  Iws  «iici«t  Iowim,  IIm  mm  oi 
tot  vntfy  do.  licloDgtBg  to  ■  rureifcner 
Fai  r>vi7  liiii  a/  havr  bnpurtal,  Wtangtfm  tii  ■  rmttnan 
Vm  nrrj  •lo.,  Iwlu«itlnf  lo  ■  MMflnn 
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ITOA.  £    a.   4. 

DbbnneBMiili  -  -    ISl  II  II) 

Reoetpla  W  U    0 

Balance,  Dr.      -  -  -tfil    0    »> 

To  meet  this  and  other  arresra  the  corporadon  hired  ux^ 
pounda  of  Philip  Idlbourne,  for  which  they  gave  a  mortgage  no 
St.  Mar;  Marshes,  with  interest. 

June  7th,  1706.  It  was  ordered  that  every  fishing-boat,  cr 
vessel  goine  the  season  to  catch  mackerel  or  herringBj  should 
pay  towards  the 

».  4. 
Cleaning  and  keeping  clean  the  Graran  Place  •  -It 

Every  trawler,  do.  -  -  -  -10 

Etctt  fitbing-boat  or  Teetel  (bat  li  cleaiied  oi  caulked  tbere,  for  each  tide 

itlieiUieTa  -  -  -  •  -     I    0 

Em;  flnblng-boat  or  TMael  l^ing  on  the  Grafel  Oronnd  (ese«pt  for  tha  par- 
poae  of  belogdeaned  or  caulked)  and  prarentlng  the  email  boati  landliy 
their  Bab,  aball  forfeit,  each  tide  tho;  lie  there,  to  the  corporatloa        -AS 
Erer;  thip  or  veMial,  ladii^  or  unlading  at  tba  Graien  Placa,  iliall  paj  for 

the  trn  flrat  worklnK  Sajt  tbej'  lie  umtb  -  -  -10 

Do.  for  CTerj  tide  after  Ine  ten  da;  i  ahorn  mentioned  -  -  SO 

The  Graven  Hace,  or  Oravel  Oivundj  is  described  as  lying 
and  being  without  I^d-gate.  It  seems  to  have  been  a  speoes 
of  dock.  A  considerable  sura  of  money  was  laid  out  on  it  in 
1 707  ;  and  in  consequence  of  this  the  dues  were  increased,  and 
it  was  let  at  a  yearly  rent  of  'Al.  bt, — the  lessee  to  keep  the  place 
clean,  and  put  upon  the  same  such  beach  as  was  required,  not 
exceeding  twenty  tons  in  a  year. 

noe.  £  >.  ff. 

Rrcelpl*  -  -  •         194  19    0 

Pajmenta         -  -  .  Ii4  19     0 

Philip  Lilboume  laid  out  30/.  on  the  Graven  Place,  for  which 
the  corporation  gave  him  a  bond,  with  interest  at  5  per  cent, 
per  annum.     This  is  the  money  alluded  to  above. 

HOT.  £     t.    rf. 

ReCRlpta  ,  ~         100  16     S 

Dldbinwrnont*  -  100  IS     0 

The  Graven  Place  was  now  let  for  6/.  IDs.  a-year.  The  next 
audit  of  accounts  is  in  1709, 

£    ».  d. 
Rflcelple  •  -        130    6    6 

DIabaraemenIa  ■  -  13S    6    S 

Balance,  Cr. 

1710. 

Dlaburaementa 
Receipti 

Balance,  Dr.  ■  £1    S    V| 
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Here  we  see  an  increase  of  income,  but  a  ^renter  increaae  of 
expenses,  »till  ttniditig  to  involve  the  corporation  further  in 
debt.  With  n  view  to  economise  ihcii*  funds,  an  order  wns 
isaued  to  curtail  the  expenses  on  rejoicing  days.  Formerly  the 
bellringers  received  (is.  Hd.  each  day,  and  the  men  who  fired 
tlie  guns  2*.  ()(/. ;  now  the  fonner  were  to  have  only  3*.  4</.,  und 
ihc  latter  is.  Hd. 

In  1 7 12  the  corporation  sold  several  tons  of  spare  lead,  which 
fet<:hcd  these  pricca,  vtt.; 

PIk  IniH,  prr  Ion        -  • 

Shrel  J(k.  |ieriU). 
Sheet  Itml  ft  now  worlb 
WrJq. 

I  Tin. 
DliburMiDMt* 
H«Mlfto 

Batinr*.  Dr.  •  •         jOt  tl     • 

To  meet  Ibli  halAiice  the  nimn  >n  £4  1  0 

Among  th»e  we  Had  four  years'  tax  due  for  a  shop,  amount- 
ing to  8).,  showing  the  annual  char^  to  liave  been  2s. 
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SOS  11 

e 

100 
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nis. 

1)  libiincmenU 

HrcripLi           ... 

X    *.  a. 

Ill  U     1 

IDS    «    0 

^H 

«     ]     1 

A  19     8 

^^^                              Bnlatice,  Th, 

£i  10    1 

Tlie  ferry  was  let  at  3/.  a  year. 

:                    1TI4. 
^^            llecrlpli 

£     :   J. 
lit  19    0 

103      1      0 

^"^                            nnUnM-,  C*. 

£ia  IH     0 

At  Lady  Day,  1715,  an  order  was  i^ven  to  the  chamberlain 
Co  enter  upon  St.  Mary  Marahca  and  lock  up  the  gates,  and 
prewrvc  the  graas  until  the  same  should  be  let.  At  the  pre- 
vious Michaelnuis  the  tenant  had  agreed  to  leave,  and  now  he 
is  again  allowed  to  hold  it,  on  rindni^  buudMnon  for  his  rent, 
which  was  20/.  13*.  Ad.  These  miu^hcH  contain  eighteen  acres, 
consequently  they  let  at  23*.  per  nere  ;  but  there  was  no  grent 
demand  for  land,  as  the  old  tenant  was  to  hold  it  (if  he  found 
sureties),  although  he  was  not  npproved  of  by  the  corporation. 
He  did  not  find  sureties,  and  these  marshes  were  relet  to  Wil- 
liam Osborne,  at  '2H/.  10«.  per  annum,  in  this  hiring  the  Pole 
Mar^h  is  intiitioni-d,  and  thus  seems  to  be  included  in  the  St. 
Mary  Marehea.  The  rent  is  now  at  the  rate  of  1/.  I  Is,  Sti.  per 
acre.  24 
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We  may  mention  here  that  at  this  time  the  Pole  Mnab  vu 
used  by  the  fiihennen  for  dtying  their  nets  in,  and  thu  right  ia 
reserved  in  the  lease. 

On  the  sealing  of  the  lease  the  tenant  was  to  spend  a  guinea, 
to  treat  the  corporation ;  and  this  was  a  common  custom  hmg 
before  and  long  after  this  time. 

In  1715  complaints  were  made  that  many  fi»ei^  butchen 
and  other  tradesmen  ioMnged  the  market  regalationa,  and  it 
was  decreed,  among  other  t^gs,  that  any  foreign  batcher  who, 
on  the  market  or  other  days,  should  kill  any  caUle,  should  pay 
the  following  fines,  viz. : 

>.  d. 
For  Mcfa  bnllock  •  •  -  -        10    0 

For  etcb  hog  -  S    8 

Pot  eacb  abaBp  or  lamb  -  -10 

For  OMh  calf        •  •  -  t    • 

ITlfi.  £     :   d. 

Recetpta  .        IIA    f    T 

DlibnrMmenti  .  M  IS  lOi 

kmm    ■ 

Balance,  Ct. 

1116. 

ROMlpIl 

DlibaiMnieiKt 


£S  IS 
so    8 

0 

£38 

14T 
1S« 

1 

IS 
11 

8* 

a 
•1 

<I3 

T 

•  Hi 

IS    sf 

18     0 

BalancA  of  Lut  jtat 
Armar* 

Balance,  Cr.  •  -      £43  IB     S^ 

The  accounts  now  assumed  a  healthy  appearance.     The  in- 
come  now  seemed  gradually  increasing. 

nn. 

Receipts 
DicbtuvemeDlf 


Balance,  Cr. 


1TI8. 
Receipt!    - 

Pofmenti 


Arreani      .  .  - 

BalaRce,  Cr.    -  •  £28  IB     7 

We  cannot  fail  to  see  a  great  difference  in  the  receipts  of 
the  two  last  years,  and  which  may  be  in  great  measure  accounted 
for  by  observing  that  the  arrears  previous  to  1717  were  in  tliis 
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14U   Id 
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it 
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£i  \*, 

3 

yc«r  collccti-d  up,  giving  ihiiB  a  much  greater  income  thaa  the 
real  one.  Among  the  last  arivan  we  find  10#.  for  one  year's 
rent  of  a  meal  shop,  while  another  only  paya  '2s. 

Dlibnnaneiil*  • 

Rw«lpK 

BtlatiM.  Ur. 

In  August,  I72U,  St.  Mar^-  Marshes  were  let  for  live  yeaiv, 
at  41/.  per  Hnniiiii.  These  mHrshes  wltl-  the  present  Butt 
mitmh,  MitMIe.  Pole,  Spriii;^,  nitd  (iardeti  Mjirslicx,  ttie  same  as 
were  before  mL-iuiune<I  as  IJeini;  let  tu  Alirahimi  Kcnnett,  and 
eotitainiiig  cighlcci)  aerca;  beside*  which  then;  wirrclivc  acres 
of  Salt  Marsh,  then  uninclosetl,  and  which  wc  consider  to  bnve 
been  the  prciwnt  Mill  SallR,  which  nre  now  embanked,  and  con- 
taiQ  GCvcD  acres,  while  the  others  above  cnuiucratc<l  coiUKin  ut 
ihis  time,  aIto{»elhor,  IHw.  \r.  Up.  These  liuter  were  the  only 
marshes  belonging;  to  the  corporntioti,  on  the  north  side  of  the 
town,  n  slip  running  thruiigh  the  centre  being  then  the  pro- 
perty of  a  Mr.  Brown,  fr>>m  whom  the  steps  lemling  over  the 
wull  into  JarreU's  yard  took  their  name,  and  which  have  been 
mc»tioae<rTii  »  fimiier  pari ;  while  the  four  litth-  iiuimhes  on 
the  east  aide  belonged  to  Mr.  Montague,  not  hnviiig  Iwon  pur- 
chased by  the  corporation  until  \'''2H. 

It  does  not  appi-ar  ivhcther  the  Mill  Salts  were  included  iu 
this  letting  or  not ;  but  as  wc  have  traced  no  separate  account 
of  them,  wc  may  conclude  they  were,  and  IJien  wr  shnit  see  that, 
in  the  space  of  twenty-three  years,  which  elapsed  between  1&*7 
and  172y,tbc  rent  hud  risen  Iroiii  361.  to  4i/, 

It  was  in  consequence  of  these  marshes  not  nil  belonf^ing  to 
the  coqwration  llial  disputes  aro^e,  as  tu  how  the  expenses  of 
repairing  the  shiices  iind  walU  which  protected  them  from  the 
inroads  of  the  sea  were  to  be  borne.  The  chief  defence  against 
this  enemy  was  J.easham  wnll :  and  in  1720  a  breach  was 
made  in  the  same,  when  the  corpomtion  repairc<l  it,  but  consi- 
dered very  properly  tliat,  as  the  lands  of  the  other  proprietors 
were  equally  protected  by  this  wail  willi  their  own,  thc«^  latter 
should  bear  a  pronortion  of  their  expenses-  But  to  this  they 
demurred, when  tne  corporation  took  counsel's  opinion;  whicli 
being  favorable  to  their  views  of  the  case,  orders  were  given,  oi) 
Jauuan,-  ;i<l,  1721,  to  (he  town  clerk  to  tile  a  bill  in  Chancery 
against  all  such  owners  of  the  level  as  should  not  think  lit  to 

five  in  their  aii.svver  and  promise  in  writing,  on  or  before  the 
Bt  oi'  February  next,  to  contribute  ihcii:  cliargi-e  in  repairing 
the  sea-wall  and  sluice  against  St.  Mary  Marshes.  The  other 
owners  not  complying  with  this  demand,  the  matter  was,  on 
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lUwrch  27lh,  !?21,  ordered  lo  be  rcferrrd  to  two  arbitrators,  one 
by  ibv  corporttion,  and  tlie  other  to  be  chmen  b;  the  owoen  of 
(111!  othrr  Rt*nthcs;  and  incase  the  Inltrr  irotild  nut  «cc<rdc  to 
this,  then  the  tnwn  clerk  has  to  make  appliraiinn  In  the  eomintv 
sioncrs  of  tlip  levels  of  l*tvcnse_V.  Uje,  &c.,  for  a  view  in  onlff 
for  ihcir  reiM)rt,  for  the  scoltiiig  of  *lhe  «iid  level  of  Si.  Mary 
^f  itr»hes  nl  llic  next  general  commissioa  to  be  held  of  Uie  «««I 
levrU  of  Pcvcnscy,  Sc. 

'nii*  proposal  does  Dot  seem  to  have  settled  the  buaiocsc; 
for,  on  April  2Sth,  172'iJ,  we  Bnd  an  entr>'  tpccifvin^  thol  a 
cross  bill  hnd  been  (iled  in  Chnnwry  a;ruiiittt  the  maviir,  \w 
Messrs.  Benbrijrge,  Maiiiiooch,  Norton,  Burwwii,  and  Martin, 
ulio  were  the  several  jirojirioiors  of  the  other  mar&hes  in  the 
level  ufSt.  Mnr^-  Marsbes.  To  this  iin  niwnrr  vrus  sent;  but 
not  to  be  tedious,  it  \n  enoii;^  to  »ny  thnt.  finallr,  tbc  dispute 
was  Mcltlcd  by  tbc  arbiiration  of  David  i'uibill,  tUq..  of  Chcp- 
8tcd,  in  Kent,  and  John  Fuller,  Kiiq.,  of  Hri^iitling,  Sunset. 
In  uliBt  nay  it  wns  arranged  titc  bouks  do  hue  bhuw  at  iIm 
precise  lime;  but  that  it  was  satisfactory  lo  the  rorporatjon 
appears  from  the  fact  that,  on  Sept.  22d..  172*^^  the  town  clerk 
Vi  as  ordered  to  send  a  letter  of  thank»  to  ^f  r.  I*olbiU  for  his  pwd 
ofltces  in  the  cause. 

The  datnsge  done  to  tbc  mamhca  was  considerable ;  for  tbc 
OcctipierK  were  allowed  I'i/.  for  the  iojui^*  doue  by  tbc  breaking 
in  gf  the  aea. 

If  the  propnetors  of  this  level  then  nil  contribiitetl  toward* 
the  expense  of  tbc  repairs,  such  is  not  tbc  case  oo»",  as  the  bo- 
rough pays  tlic  whole,  although  there  arc  still  tta  acres  protected 
beloiifjing  to  private  individuals. 

As  the  harbour  dues  belonged  to  the  corporation,  of  odutm 
they  form  part  of  their  revenues,  aiid  should  be  noticed  ac- 
cordin|;l>'.  The  foltoving  schedule  iros  drawu  up  iu  the  vi 
1721,  viz.: 

*.  d. 
Etvn  iwMl  of  10  tOM  or  aadn.  eoaiinf  In  w  going  ont  <U  1K« 

Ltrboof,  Ughl  at  l<4*fl                                                          -  t    • 

Bnf^bUnK  •h*""!'  to  |<*y,  apoo  Uw  llil>lnf[««voiint  onlj,  ytuitj  i     • 

Svrfjr  <li>.  brloOEiiiis  la  iieirittUnuInf  lovni  lopMjrur  (vJi  tu)A«p  I     0 

Or,  }Tiirl}-           -                 •  S    • 

Kmrj  *««-ol  of  10  Ion*,  not  fxovnllna  so  Irmi       -  |      a 

Do.  abon  Ml  ton*,  nol  •ttmtitng  M  ton*                                        -  3     a 

S>o>  ifeufs  W  loiMi  aol  «UMlli|i  40  Uim           -  an 
Du.  alMNfe  W  toa*i  not  noeeJlBR  M  lana    •                               .3 

Do.  nbofs  SO  toMi  not  fkwIIbe  M  Uin«            .               .  4 

Do.  aba**  DO  hma,  nut  vxrvwdinc  >^V  Ion*    .               •                -  t 

Do.  atKin  10  Umi.  nc4  ucvrdin^  IW  lam                          •  A 

For  mnj  n  low  aAIItlanal  I 

e*«fy  ilransm'a  <ir  *tl««i'*  thalloii.  wllbout  a  ierk  3 

Rvery  other  vesaci  or  ship  belonguif;  ii>  stran^n  or  alircisj 
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to  pay  double  duties,  ncconliiii;  to  the  dimensious  ithove  TneQ> 
tionetl,  iinplyiii^  ns  a  rnurt<rr  of  course  that  thr  foregoing  were 
the  charges  on  retueU  belnntring  to  llu'  port,  sprviii[r  to  show 
tliAt  the  origiiial  corporntc  priiiriplc  xvns  maintained  of  liiiiitig 
foreigners  hii^her  than  their  own  itihnbitauts,  and  which  further 
&li[)cars  from  the  foUotviug  items,  viz.: 

0 


K>*(y  A'lirnf  r^fvK  bfi'n  •twnirt  or  sUirn,  W>  pnj  pscii  tojnp*      -     I 
Enrjr  French  te>M:l>  lor  ctmj  puaaga,  either  Innanl  ui  uutwaid     •    1 


TTiCBc  duties,  if  not  paid  on  dcninnd.wcre  to  be  levied  by  llie 
sergeant- at-inace,  or  waler-bailitY;  fiiun  Mhich  ic  u[)pcar9  thut 
this  latter  officer  was  still  iu  oxiHtcno;  al  lliiB  period. 

In  ITil  we  meet  with  the  following  entry,  vw.  "  A.  committee 
is  appointed  to  treat  with  the  landowners  of  St.  Mary  Mamlies, 
to  l)ci}i;htT-ti  the  wnll  mid  beai-h  the  name,"  Ac,  showing  thiit  the 
other  landowiicnk  did  cnntribulc  towHrds  the  expenses. 

All  the  foregoing  meinorandn,  elncidiitiiig  tbt;  revenues  of 
the  toun  from  KilA  to  17'i7,  nrc  taken  I'mm  that  rolumc  of  the 
records  entitled  "  Hundreds  and  assembly  a,  from  8epl,  'Jd,  1673, 
Ui  Aug.  27th,  I7t^7."  Up  to  Bartholomew  Tide.  1719,  the 
acoounta  were  annually  audited  j  but  atU-r  this  period,  though 
coininitlees  were  upjiointed  for  the  purpose,  there  is  no  report 
made. 

Fn)m  the  latest  data  on  the  subject  we  give  the  following 
rental  for  17'25: 

Siilnt  Maiy  MaTi3n-« 
Wn*l<<,  Salt*.  Ate. 
Snail  Itox  faim 
fisb  nnil  IruU  do. 
HntMMii  doiw 


£   : 

A 

*o  Iv 

U 

ID     i 

0 

n  10 

« 

ao  ig 

V 

10     6 

0 

£ino  » 

0 

To  these  must  be  added  nomething  for  iihops,  &c  ;  liut  aa  wc 
have  no  accouut  of  these  siucv  1716,  nc  are  at  n  loss  about 
them.  They  protNihly  now  e(^a!(l■d  to  prmliioe  tto  miieh  ii.t  for- 
merly, thou|fh  they  were  not  exempted  from  some  payment  for 
a  ccntorj-  iifter  tliw  time.  Bot  «»  th<^  [iroduec  of  thi^  item  fell 
off.  that  on  ground  rents  had  considerably  increased,  and,  tbere> 
fore,  wc  venture  to  add 

X  '.  A 

)OT  0  0 

pn(  *lii){u,  ttm'iiwnnT,  Arc         -                    10  •  D 

<tiaiinil  irnia               •             >             •               )>  0  p 

£IU     0    0 

At  the  last  audit  of  die  accounts  in  1719  the  receipts  are 
stated  to  be  179/.  IS«.  3r/,  aod,  thcrrfore,  those  for  1726  mwj 
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not  be  considLTed  ns  twing  Jtry  far  from  the  truth.  As  in  ihc 
hiring  of  the  Wjute  the  Salu  arc  incUitk'd,  wc  «ee  what  ma 
the  rent  uf  St.  M«rjr  Marsha  iWuc — 40/.  lOi.  for  ci^tccn 
acres,  or  ctuctlj  46«.  per  ncre,  which  mtiHt  be  ronsidered  i 
liijrii  rcBt,  when  wc  rtfollcct  that  Arthur  Young,  in  bis 
'View  of  Sussex,'  written  in  17!j3}  states  the  rent  of  monh 
Iniicl  io 


Pelt  Leiwt,  al'iief  acre 

Pervnacy,  do.  ito. 
Bmic,  do.  iIq. 


I  S 
I  « 
I   !• 


Saint  Mai^  Marshes  exceeding  the  highest  of  these  bj  lUf. 
per  acre. 

Pn-qm'nt  compluints  were  ninclc  of  the  oorporation  of  Ten- 
ttrdcn  not  having  paid  their  eomimMtion  money,  as  a  limb  or 
inomber  of  the  Ancient  (on-ti  of  Kyc  ;  ftnd,  after  many  frutlUsi 
Rttcmiits  to  obtain  the  nrrenre,  the  town  clerk  ntis  urdcrcd  W 
take  the  opinion  of  coiinBel  as  to  whether  tlie  corporation  of 
Kyc  bad  a  rif^bt  to  such  arrears,  and  ns  to  the  manner  in  nhich 
they  should  proceed  to  recover  them. 

In  lOyi  tliey  paid  \'2l.  (or  three  ycani*  composiiton  monrvi 
which  WH8  at  the  rale  of  4/.  a-ycnr ;  and  in  I7'28  they  apreed 
to  pay  nil  their  arreani]  which  they  seem  to  hnvc  done  afit n^  ords 
up  to  the  year  174.1;  for  in  174^  it  is  suhhI  that  Teoterdea 
owesforfour  years*  composition,  at  six  marks  a-year.  Iti  1760 
arrears  then  due  were  demanded,  but  refused.  A  law-suit  fol- 
lowed, in  MtHi,  which  finally  terminated  in  beiD|c  dismixsed  wtib 
cnsta;  when  the  Attorney-General's  opinion  was  takeu  as  lolhe 
propriety  of  any  future  pnicecdings.  But  uotbliig  more  secnii 
to  nave  been  (lone ;  and  thus  a  connexion  of  400  years  was 
diaftolvcd  for  ever. 

There  mcis  an  old  custom  in  the  town  for  the  mayor  to  tike 
one  bushel  of  salt,  one  bushel  of  wheat,  or  of  any  other  grain 
"liifh  was  brotijfht  by  any  vessel  into  the  harbour 'for  sale;  but 
the  Irgiility  of  this  custom  uas  disputed  by  an  inhabitant  of 
llimlings,  who  threatened  to  sue  thu  niiiyor  for  taking  the 
nbove  as  a  sample  out  of  his  %'eiiAel,  and  the  cor|K>mtion  of  Rye 
resolved  to  dclcnd  the  mayor,  lliis  is  recorded  on  Nov.  18th, 
ll>^<i. 

In  1737  the  corjM>ratia»  order  the  purchase  of  otx-  lar^,  or 
tvi'o  nmall  water- rn^ine».  and  two  dci7.en  of  waier-burkelx,  al 
their  own  cost;  thus  showiiiff  that  at  this  time  the  curtioratWHi] 
und  nut  the  piirihli,  found  these  murhincs. 

In  H'Ja  Ihc  curpuration  jmrrhiucd  lundx  in  St.  Mary  Manibc* 
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coinaining  thirteen  acrca,  for  whicb  they  gave  the  sum  of  f>  10/., 
as  already  mentioned. 

In  173U  till-  ci>r{>urulioii  and  uther  proprkturs  uf  St.  Mur^' 
Miu«1i4.-8.  which  W!Ls  tho  iiamu  givt-n  tti  all  tli(>s<?  nt  the  hark  of 
the  toun,  joiiieil  iit  tht-  cxpfiwi;  of  niJsiiig  I^^tshiim  -wall.  Tlic 
<xirt)oruliua  now  possessed  all  they  have  at  present  in  tim  level. 

AAer  an  iiilvnul  of  fmirtccn  ycim  wc  usniti  6111I  the  oc- 
countSBuditcdforthi'eeyears  ending  at  BitrtholomcwTtde,  1733, 
giving  the 

£   •■    rf. 
Kcccl^K  Jni  time  Uim  )cv<  -        l}8    i    0| 

DuhurMoieiitf,  ila        -  •  410  I:!    :tl 

Btlnnor,  Ct. 


Avanige  yonrly  mivniv 
Do,  ilo.     pafinfnU 


Do. 


ili>.    hnliine^  Ct. 


£J1 

H 

11 

g    *. 

A 

IW 

0 

II 

l»il  It 

s 

49 

1 

s 

£ 

A 

<f. 

00 

a 

0 

10 

a 

U 

0 

III 

0 

0 

11 

u 

u 

H 

0 

0 

1« 

10 

0 

0 

a 

0 

0 

0 

0 

£IM 

10 

0 

In  1730  we  6nd  the  followiog  rentals. 

'1  ii«  n  Jue* 

S|>Tlnff  iinil  linrili^n  Morthra 

fo\t  M«nb 

MUdkido. 

Biilt<10. 

Hnl  smt  Kfunil  da.  riwil  ot  Moiituiue'a) 

Tklnl  iml  foiirlli  Jo.  iln. 

Fidi  naJ  fniit  rnrni 
Fcn-f,  llgkti.Ac.      • 


This  CAcceda  the  yearly  average  of  1-16/.  Oi.  8d.,  just  men- 
tioned, by  the  snm  oif  37/.  9s,  4d.  Besides  which,  there  were 
frround  rcnl»  mul  other  small  itfiins  not  entered,  and  therefore 
ibis  differenre  can  otdy  hu  arcounted  fur  by  suppoxitig  there 
were  suiDc  urrcur^  nl  tht;  (imi:  the  audit  look  place  in  1733. 
The  yearly  expense  of  pinnpin|{  the  water  from  Uie  Water-house 
into  the  rescr^'nir  in  the  vlinrchyiird  WM,  for  the  year  1736, 
J6/.  \i)*. ;  now  in  184.5  it  is  about  hVf. 

In  1736  the  Uev.  ThoRiRs  Ctirteis  compUins  that  the  cor- 
poration hare  set  up  ncveral  small  buildings  on  the  Camber 
Beach,  which  he  considers  an  eiirronchmcnt  on  his  property, 
and  threatens  to  inkc  Irs;al  prorculinps,  unless  they  come  to 
some  agreement  with  him  on  the  sulijtcl.  To  this  the  rnrpora- 
tion  replied  that  they  should  make  uo  allowance  to  Mr.  Curteis 
for  the  itnnihn^  of  the  UghtH.  oa  they  had  time  out  of  mind  «ct 
lights  and  ntnrk»  there  for  llic  benefit  of  the  harbour. 
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Fro»  llHtollSa. 
fUMlpli 

SttaecB,  Dt. 


£     «■   * 
. -4M     ft     1| 


Here  ve  have  an  annual  receipt  of  237/,  7i.  ]0|(f. 

On  March  llli,  1736,  leases  for  a  thousand  years  were  granted 
to  the  lollttwing  persons  of  ihe  Town  Ditcb,  on  conriitinii  thai, 
bIiuuUI  thi;  tonii  become  a  garriJioii,  the  leafics  wcrv  to  be  void, 
a  roatl  of  twelve  feet  in  width,  from  llie  Poslero  gate  to  Edwin 
Wortlroper's,  to  be  muintaincd  by  the  respective  tenants. 


Ttaaata. 

FmL 

Anniwl  Rent. 

DsibanrfawalM 

» 

0     3     • 

Jnlio  Fi«lwf 

MS 

It  It    a 

ifMIM  Hop* 

49 

Dan 

lIotKH  Wclcb 

231 

«  l«    0 

Eli V In  Uanlroiwi 

IW 

0  10    t 

u<a  Riuii 

63 

0    S    0 

Joiqita  Coii|iet   - 

IT 

0     5    0 

BA5 


Xi  13    3 


Tliit)  account  of  the  Town  Ditch  conimeuces  at  Load  gate- 
way, and  terminates  at  the  north-west  cx>mcr  of  the  tova,  by 
tbc  side  of  the  road  leading  to  the  Strand,  and  !s  now  occupied 
as  foUowe.  viz. : 


'I'miint*. 

IWt. 

AdikuI  Rent. 

Hrtitf  Hundcn                   • 

M 

0    *    t 

SI 

0    1    • 

Edwin  Dninw      • 

S3 

a    1    a 

Sunn  H.  llrocket 

Ifld 

Olio 

DaiU  SloDhMQ     - 

i« 

0   a  « 

Jamm  Utrrr 

3» 

0    -1    B 

L«wli  Mcrjvn 

flt 

0    d    0 

WUHuu  Hollonr 

1* 

0   1   a 

StBim  B  Btocket 

M 

S«nlil?[  rtntnn 

U 

0     4     A 

Stdiin  tl.Uiui^lMI 

IM 

0  10     B 

ll«ln  ai  WUtMu  AylnrJ 

« 

0    S    0 

Unknomi           ... 

ii 

0    3    0 

I'aUl 


MS 


£i  It     * 


Dec.  I  ith,  1739.  It  was  agreed  at  an  aascmbty  that,  consi- 
dering the  corporation  van  out  of  debt,  mid  the  revenues 
thereof  much  iiicrcuHcd  and  in  u  fluuriBhiiig  condition,  the  fne- 
tucn  should  be  allowed  to  spend  three  (guineas  on  every  ffmenl 
ussions  of  tbc  town,  luBtead  of  thirty  shilliiigti,  heretofore 
allowed  them. 

\Vc  huvc  now  urrivcd  at  a  period  when  the  corjKiration  wma 
out  of  dcbi.  and  thcrffnre  wc  have  afresh  slartinp-point  fmin 
which  to  truce  any  ehaogcs  which  may  hereafter  take  place. 
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One  of  tile  11r»t  fruits  of  iliis  prosperous  state  of  their  fiannccs 
WTW  the  gift  of  the  eonwraltmi  ti>  tlie  minisler  and  cliiirch- 
wanUna  of  [he  parisli  ol  10^,  to  he  ilistributvd  hy  ihcm  to  the 
neceuitouH  poor,  acoortliug  to  their  di^crelioti. 

In  1740  tjic  lunils  were  lei  as  follows  for  sis  vears: 


I 


X  •■ 

J. 

10     0 

0 

m   0 

0 

11    10 

« 

1   10 

9 

S  Id 

0 

%  lA 

0 

B   :• 

0 

a  \s 

0 

t     0 

l» 

i«     0 

a 

t   s 

0 

3     0 

0 

i  12 

a 

£H«    ^ 

3 

Pole  M>t.b        . 

MUdlx  Uu. 

Butt  <]o. 

yinl  do. 

SrconcI  ilo.         • 

'I'LIrd  ill). 

Pniirib  ill),         ■  • 

llnckwell  FleUl 

Wuta  Dnil  KolipiiiUn  Ijinn 

Town  dniu 

Flab  and  fruit  farm 
PonT-ani!  ll^tiU 
Toirn  Dileli      - 


The  Brickircll  Field  must  hove  been  part  of  the  land  on 
which  tlie  FeGt-hou&c  was  built.  In  the  above  rental  the 
S'priof;  and  Garden  Mnrshes  and  Che  Salts  arc  not  mentioned; 
hut  the  latler  may  be  included,  as  before,  in  the  Waste.  To 
this  also  were  to  be  added  various  (rround-reiUs  and  other 
revenues  of  a  minor  hind.  Shortly  afur  this,  tlwit  'm.  In  1 7-12, 
the  two  marshcii  and  the  Mill  Salts  were  let  at  8/.  lbs.  per 
annum,  which  bwcIIh  the  income  to  \0!iL  2».  '>if/. 

Tbe  tinancial  prnspcrire  of  the  corporiLtion  was  of  nhort  du- 
ration i  for  in  I74tj  the  old  Court-hull  wax  in  such  n  diliipidstcd 
stale,  they  were  compelled  to  pull  it  dow  n  and  build  a  new  one. 
For  which  purpose  the  town  clerk,  in  the  following  year,  whs 
ordered  lo  borrow  60tl/.;whcn  the  two  members  of  the  Ijoriiugh, 
Sir  John  Norrin  nnd  Philips  Gibbon,  Ksq.,  otTercd  to  lend  them 
^OU/.,  which  oUcr  was  accepted;  the  interest  was  to  be  3  per 
eenl.  per  annum.    The  old  hall  was  sold  for  38/.  10*. 


From  ITU  lo  nil. 
ItccPipU 
niibimeawtiiii 

ftaUnw,  Pr. 


jC     •■  A 

liU  1€  0 

IS2I)    T  a 

£ia  IT  3 


These  receipts  give  an  iinnual  revenue  of  64W.  t5<.,  including, 
we  Buppose,  the  money  borrowed, 

In  17  IJ  John  Urct^da  was  executed  for  the  murder  of  Mr. 
Allen  Urehbcil ;  and,  being  a  convicted  felon,  his  estate  {accord- 
ing to  iKc  Cliartvrs,  became  forfeited  to  the  cor[iorutioa ;  in 
consequence  of  which,  on  February  27lh,  1744,11  was  onletcd 
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ilmt  an  iiK|ui«tion  should  be  taken  i»  find  the  ssmr.  Having 
(luiw  (hU  (thou;:))  the  ajnount  is  not  s|>cciHril).  on  l^cc.  tJtli. 
174-4,  a  commitlcc  was  ujipoiiitcil  to  get  a  lisi  of  ihr  ilcliU 
of  tlic  Kititl  Joint  Bi-L'ttlH,  mid  llkctviac  to  take  caro  ul*  hin  chJ- 
drci),  iind  t«i  provide  Lhcm  |)n)i)L.'r  inutera  tor  putting  then 
out  apprentices,  or  otheririM  as  tbey  should  tliinlc  proper, 
with  tlic  nmts  oud  proRls  of  their  Utv  falbcr'a  e&uie,  oikI  to 
rc|)ort  Rt  the  next  HBHtrnhl;^  ;  which  they  nccordiii^ly  did,  wbn 
it  Hppcars  ihc  dvbts  utoountt-d  to  the  irifling  ^um  of  9/.  I3i.  i**L, 
whicli  u-Qs  forthivith  ordered  lo  l>c  pnid;  hui  what  wai  the 
amount  of  hi»  properly  docs  not  appear,  lhou)j;h  hy  n:|Mn  it 
consisted  of  several  houses,  situated  principally  (if  not  wHoUt) 
in  Pump  street,  on  the  eaat  side  of  the  churchyord. 

In  December,  17A5,  the  ferry,  lighu^,  buoys,  and  h«:iico(ui 
VTcrc  oflcrc<l  to  be  let;  but  no  one  would  hire  them,  ahuwin^ 
the  bad  mme  of  the  old  harbour,  nhich  never  was  worse  thao  al 
that  time,  as  appears  by  the  coramencemeut  of  th<  making  tbe 
ucw  harbour  in  consequence. 

On  Jidy  'J»tli,  1746,  it  was  ordered  that  3Q0i.  should  be  bnr- 
roMcd  at  nn  interest  not  exccediug  5  per  cent,  per  annum,  to- 
wards  discharging  the  debts  of  the  coqwration ;  tvliich  was  dooe 
shortly  after. 

FiiMii  1114  tu  tTIO. 
RMflpU 

UnUncc,  Dr.  ■ 

This  account  gives  anniuiUy  1 74/.  Hi.  3^.,  vhich  af^es  tnih 
tlie  income  for  u-vcrul  yi-ars  jtaBt;  but   now  tbpy  were 
with  heavy  ilcbts,  so  that  ihrir  expenses  excelled  their 

III  i7'U>  tlic  leases  of  the   marshes  expired,  when  they 
rrlet  at  rents  a  little  lower  than  the  forniir  for  nnuilier  tcnii  of 
six  Tears. 

'liie  accounts  from  June  30U),  174(J,  to  March  32il,  1747, 
tvere — 

e     :    4. 
ftaodiito  bt  IkuM  qwrten  of  a  fear  ML)  IV    0 

Parnnb  for  do. 
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The  next  item  of  expense  is  one  of  which  every  oat  nntttj 
a|iprovc.     Wc  give  the  occasion  of  it  in  the  words  of  the  cntn 
ill  Ihe  reeords: 

"  Whereas  the  books  contaiuing  the  acts  and  pr^'  of  I 

this  cor^iumliiin  were,  till  the  year  Hi73,  kept  in  a    ....  ..nici 

Olid  disorocrly  miuiiier,  soinclinu's  on  a  fi^w  sheets  of  piijK'r,  <-o»* 
tuiiiiuj;  no  more  than  the  procoedingt  iif  one  year,  some  vi'  w  bieh  I 
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flo  not  nppnr.  and  othf^rs  by  time  are  so  worn  and  dteaamd.  m 

to  be  xcai-et!  legible,  so  that  it  is  difiicuU,  if  not  iapoanUe,  to 
be  itifuruii'd  of  tliv  procecdiagt  of  some  fui-tiier  times,  la  order 
to  rctn«ve  aiul  riMiedy,  as  far  aa  may  ha,  the  diimiigos  inid  in- 
ConvL-iii<.-iict'8  thitt  tinvc  arisen,  (tr  itiet  ariNC,  from  the  loose  iind 
duonlerl^-  keeping  of  itiich  boolcH,  iwu,  ntid  jii-occcdings,  or,  at 
Icmstf  to  prevent  creatcr,  it  is  now  ordered  that  a  committee  be 
a|i|i(>iiitcd  fun'fiinv  tu  cillcct,  cxiiinitic,  niid  iii»|)cct  all  (lu-  books 
and  it.iiKTii  bclnn^ing  to  ihin  rorporatinn.and  the  same  to  range 
regularly  in  the  order  of  time,  and  to  report  tbiir  proccedinf;* 
herein  to  the  fint  afl^enibly  after  this  work  shall  be  perfected, 
niid  porticulnrty  to  draw  a  list  thereof,  that  it  may  be  seen  if 
any  and  what  books,  or  parts  of  books,  are  inmine,  or  other- 
wise worn,  torn,  or  obliterated,  so  as  not  to  be  leRibit'." 

This  was  dated  Jt\\y'22d,  I  7-11^,  and  uii  Aug.  '2  til  foltowing,  (he 
coiDmittoe  were  further  empowered  tu  have  the  records  bound 
ill  volniDvit,  as  tlivy  might  (inti  proper  and  neccsmiry,  ut  the  ex- 
pense of  the  corporation. 

"Oct.  ■Iih.  I7.il.  The  committee  arc  empowered  to  send  three 
small  unintellif^ible  parchment  deeds — viz.  a  deed  dated  3  Henry 
VIll.  Aug.  8th.  nil;oucdatcd3  Henry  Vlll,  Aug.  H  151 1  ; 
one  dated  ^  Henry  VIH,  Jim.  20th,  \a\2i  and  auothrr,  dated 
5  Henry  VIll,  Aug.  1,  K'il'^ — to  London,  by  the  hands  o(  the 
prt-seut  mayor,  in  order  to  have  the  same  translated,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  this  corporation."  And  on  the  e-ame  day,  at  their  re- 
commendation, a  box  was  immediately  ordered  to  be  iiiude,  for 
the  grestcr  weiirity  and  gnfoty  of  the  records  of  the  roq)onuion. 

To  these  orders  wc  arc  Indebted  for  the  high  state  of  pre- 
servation in  which  the  records  of  the  borouf^h  of  Ilyc  mo  now 
found,  being  all  neatly  and  strongly  bound  in  lai^  volumeii, 
and  kept  in  glitsa  cases,  commencing  in  the  year  144K,  nnd 
reaching,  with  little  interruption,  down  to  the  present  time. 

On  July  '22d,  l74iJ,  complaint  was  made  by  Mr.  Juine»  Ijunib, 
een.,  that  a  [Ntrcel  of  mine  landed  by  him  at  Dover  hiid  b<:i'ii 
slupiied  for  prisage  to  the  Duke  of  Cleveland,  in  direct  violation 
of  the  prlvilfgca  of  the  Cinipie  Pwrl»,  the  freemen  whereof  are, 
by  charter,  exempt  from  prisugc.  Upon  the  hearing  of  which 
the  cor[iunition  of  Itye  took  uteps  to  asuist  the  said  James 
Lamb,  who  was  a  freeman  of  their  town.  They  wrote  to  the 
ngetit  of  the  Diikc  of  Cl<^veland,  from  whom  they  obtained  no 
redress.  'ITicy  nc^^t  took  counsel's  opinion ;  vt  Inch  being  favor- 
able to  their  view  of  the  qnestjon,  they  called  on  the  NIayor  of 
Dover,  who  was  the  liJpeuker,  to  call  a  Brotherhood  and  Ouci^t- 
liiig;  so  that  the  question  might  be  Mibmittcd  to  the^e  bodies 
forihcir  deciMoiL  Agreeably  to  Clits  demand  the  Cinque  I'urts* 
parliament  met  on  July  'i4th,  I7fi(),  and  apput[ited  aeotnmilteej 


3ti0 


TBE  PUBLIC  BEVSNUKB  Or 


lo  examine  into  (his  afTair*  when  they  reported  that  they  had 
inspected  the  Charter  of  Charles  II.  and  round  that  in  viniie  of  , 
this  the  Barons  of  the  Ciiu|iie  I'orts,  two  nncient  lowoa, 
their  members,  were  exempt  from  the  ]>aynient  of  the  pri! 
of  uiiie.  Oil  n-cciving  this  report  the  Brotherhood  reaoUea 
"  that  it  was  the  opitituu  of  that  assembly  that  the  aeizJng  sacb 
wines,  not  with  atandiug  the  kame  u  nx  Itinded  at  Dover,  was  an 
itifring^-mcnt  upon  Iht-  rights  and  privileges  of  the  Cinque  Ports, 
two  ancient  towtis,  and  tlicir  members." 


From  1148  1a  n*9. 
Pnj'int-nta 

BalanMi  Dr. 
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III  1749,  Sir  John  Norris  having  died,  }iis  cxet-utora  caQtJ 
in  the  money  lent  by  Iiint  to  the  corporation ;  wrlicn  Tbonut 
Pclham,  Esq  ,who  ««:>  elected  the  lenresenlativc  of  the  tovn^ 
in  the  room  of  8ir  J  »hn  Norris,  paid  the  money  to  the  ejtecut<irii 


who  assigned  over  the  bond  to  him. 

Rnrtl  |>U 
Oicbiincnienia 

Bnlnncc,  Cr. 
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Ilk  175*2  the  leases  of  the  marshes  expired,  and  they  wer«  rdet 
for  six  yeara,  an  under : 


t    '• 

4. 

First  Manhi  per  annum 

- 

1     0 

0 

Stfctinil  do           • 

. 

1  11) 

0 

I'llllll  llo. 

. 

. 

)   10 

n 

FoiiiUi  (la. 

. 

tl     0 

0 

MidilluJio. 

* 

* 

a  V 

0 

Pott)  do. 

. 

0     0 

0 

tl>itl  it. 

. 

, 

10    0 

0 

Uri(kw<-ll  Ptetd 

_ 

3     « 

u 

Wimlf,  Itulvrmlirn  l.iini'. 

and  Said 

. 

a    6 

0 

Mill  Mnf>li.  Gunlcn   do. 

,  Slid   Sflll4 

il'nr 

lliH  mill 

. 

, 

u    s 

0 

¥ti\s  nnti  Fruit  rntin 

. 

6  10 

0 

'I'wWII  (lUM 

- 

Tfi     0 

« 

I 


£103     $     « 


We  cannot  say  what  were  the  groiuid  rents.  The  land  let 
for  nomcthin);  U-a*  than  it  did  twelve  years  before.  VV'e  bear 
nothing  now  of  shop-money,  shocd  wheels,  butchers'  head-  money, 
&e. ;  while  the  entrj-  about  the  fcrrj-,  lights,  Ike,  mvb  they  are 
put  to  Mrs.  Gawcn  for  one  year,  for  whieh  she  is  to  be  allomd 
the  sum  of  7/.,  under  the  same  covenants  as  in  former  leases, 
and  to  give  security  as  usual;  the  number  of  buoys  in  the 
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cbanoel  to  be  five.     There  mttst  hnve  been  ttome  rent,  but  not 

much;  and  the  7/.  n-crc  allowed  for  finding  buoys,  |K>ltfs,b«acou8, 
I  and  such  things. 

Ill  1753  the  audttoni  nf  the  account!)  mcrclj  report  that  the 

<^oriK>mtioii    ift  in   tli-bt   to   l\n-   chain hrrln in    Id   itic  iiiDoiint  of 

2i/.  its.  ]0(A     This  chunihcrlnin  was  William   Davis,  who  left 

tbr  office  in  \'5'2,  when  Hcnrj-  Pcurch  siiccccdnl  him,  and  his 

year's  accounts  to  I76;i  were — 
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In  1754  a  new  bridge  was  built  over  the  South  Channel,  teail- 
iiig  towards  Winchclsea.     !t  waaa  dra^vbrtdge,  and  was  crcctvd 

the  Bridge  Point,  when  the  road  to  the  latter  town  ran  on 
the  8<-a-&ide  of  the  present  luilitory  eaual.  This  coat  (according 
to  hills  now  produced  on  June  6ih)  4W/.  1 1».  4  Jrf, ;  and  to  meet 
thcin  the  chain  bo  rluiii  nas  ordered  tu  borrow  6uu/,  at  interesit 
not  eswx'diug  four  per  cent,  per  annum.  Additional  bills  were 
aftcn.viu'd»  brought  in,  amounting  to  '2Ai.  9*. ;  and  Mr.  Tbomiin 
Lnmh  lent  the  corporation  60U/.  to  provide  (or  the  whole.  On 
this  bridgt-  was  levifd  n  toll. 

'ITie  yiKV.  borrowed  in  1743,  of  Sir  Johu  Norris  and  PliiHps 
Gibbon,  Esq.,  were  still  oivin-;  by  the  corporation  ;  the  former 
nii8  transferred,  in  1749,  tn  Thomas  Felhiini,  a  relative  of  the 
Duke  of  Newcastle ;  and  on  Jan.  14th,  17So,  Mr.  Gibbon  wrote 
the  follitiriiig  letter  to  Mr.  Lamb  : 

"  Sir,  —His  grace  the  Dulce  of  Newcastle  and  I  desire  you  to 
deliver  to  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  freemen  of  Rye,  in  order  to  be 
cancetlet),  the  two  bonds  of  four  hundri^d  and  lilty  pounds  each 
(principal  maneyl  which  they  entered  into  at  Michartmas,  1743, 
to  the  late  Sir  John  Nurris  and  mc,  lllii  grnco  and  1  moat 
heartily  wish  the  gentlemen  of  the  corporation  and  of  the  town 
of  Uve  may  long  enjoy  in  perfect  health  the  benefit  of  those 
public  buildings  for  the  payment  of  which  that  money  was  lent. 
"  I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  ncrvant, 

"  PiiiLii'it  GimioN." 

The  bonds  were  delivered  up  into  the  handa  of  the  mayor,  and 
were  cancelled  by  tearing  off  the  seal  of  the  corporation ;  and 
a  letter  of  thanks  scut  U>  the  two  muuit^ccni  uouom,  wboiie 
pfls  wore  extremely  acceptable  to  the  town,  as  its  finances  were 
not  so  flourishing  as  they  had  liccn  some  years  previous. 

On  Jan.  3Ut,  1755,  Chiswrll  Slade.  a  freeimiii  of  live,  com- 
plained that  tlic  city  of  Kxcter  bad  commenced  law  proceedings 
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ngftinst  him  for  the  recovery  of  town's  duty  on  divers  parceb  of 
wool  Bold  there  on  his  accotint,  from  which  charge  he  was  exempt, 
being  ((  frtvmuii  of  iJiis  ancient  to%vn.  On  Kcli.  4lh  the  ro«i- 
mittec  ap|)ointrd  to  examine  iulo  Uiia  business  wrote  a  letter  to 
the  mayor  itnd  Uinil*  uf  New  Roraney,  Spenkcr,  rcqufslingr  liim 
to  sumnion  a  lirolhcrhood,  so  that  it  mifrlit  be  comniuniC'itnJ 
to  tlic  other  PortA  nnd  townit.  In  compliances  with  this  rcquMt. 
the  Speaker  \irolc  bis  circular  tetter  to  the  ditTercnt  PorU  ftoil 
ton-Ds  on  the  1:2th  of  the  stnme  month,  when,  in  replv  to  Ibit, 
the  majority  refused  to  call  the  meeting.  Romncy  tind  Rye  w«r 
the  only  two  th«t  approved  of  the  raeJiMire  ;  and  it  is  very  nii- 
gular  that  the  five  Porte  which  refused  their  riin!si,-iit,  thiit  is, 
Hastings,  WiuelieUca,  Ilyiho.  Dover,  and  Sandwich,  hjid  har- 
hours  or  communication  with  the  sea,  whercds  Koninev  hwl 
none.  The  question  vms  thus  of  no  importance  lo  the  latlrr, 
hut  was  of  some  to  ilie  former.  Sandwich  deeUred  «bc  was  ita- 
willinff  to  incur  any  ex]»cnsc,  and  the  fact,  we  believe,  to  haw 
been  tluic  (bcrse  old  privilt-ges  were  becoming  in  grt^nt  measure 
ob!»olrtr,  nnd  no  longer  of  the  Knme  vnhiv  and  imi>ortati«:  Ibey 
originally  were. 

About  this  sumc  time  ulao  complaint  was  made  by  the  teurc 
of  the  town's  dues  that  Messrs.  Mftckerill  rofnscdto  pay  the 
accustomed  duty  of  4rf.  per  pack  on  wool  shipped  from  this 
port,  and  that,  to  evade  this,  they  put  it  on  board  at  the  Ks't 
Point,  iiislcud  uf  at  the  Ityc  Uuoy.  I'liey  were  siipu'jrled  in  tLi!> 
by  the  corporation  of  Winchelsca,  which  set  up  a  claim  In  dn«i. 
tm  the  Fljisi  Puint,  they  said,  belonged  to  them ;  which  rould  tnA 
he  true,  as  their  jurisdiction  never  extended  nn  the  went  fti<le  of 
the  hnrliour  beyond  the  boundaries  of  their  wulU,  but  a  very 
short  distance. 

Hiivii)^  m(^t  with  auch  little  cncoumgcmciit  In  ihcir  applim- 
tion  for  a  Bitilherhuod  in  the  Kxcter  aHair,  the  coriioralton  uon 
wrote  a  letter  to  their  representatives  in  Parliament.  Wlul 
effect  this  letter  produced  docs  not  directly  Qp|>ear,  but  indi- 
rectly we  Icom  it  was  of  no  avail ;  as  on  Dec.  '20th,  1756,  an 
action  was  commenced  by  the  corporation  ugainsi  Measn. 
Mnckerill  and  Son,  for  non-payment  of  town  duea  to  them,  and 
at  the  sume  liuie  one  agaiust  the  city  of  ChcMrr,  fur  claiming 
dues  from  CliiriwcU  Sladc  on  a  cargo  of  corn  unshijiped  there 
by  him. 

The  cor|)onition  pmimsed  to  indemnify  Messm.  Maekrrill 
againMt  the  claim  of  any  other  party  if  they  would  pay  thtir 
dnei;  but  to  this  proposal  they  did  not  consent.  By  ui 
entry,  dated  .VpHI  2^d,  l<t>0,  it  appears  thcv  continued  (o  th>\* 
their  wool  and  othernicrrliandize  at  tlie  Camber  (KaMent)  Point, 
refusing  to|Miy:  nnd   the  corporation  abaodnnt'il  tbt-ir  rhum, 
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namlmrsing  the  several  lessees  oi'tbc  town  dues  80  much  monvy 
as  they  would  have  received  froid  thew  parties  had  these  dues 
[been  pnid. 

With  renpect  to  the  Chester  aSkir.  the  corporation  obtained 
from  the  Speaker  of  the  C!im|ue  Porl*  the  loan  of  the  Ports' 
Charter,  wliicb  was  uhvays  kept  ut  ItoiniiL-y.  mid  for  llie  re- 
deliven.'  of  which  they  gave  security,  hut  what  security  does  not 
nppcar.  What  was  the  Lcrminatioo  of  thts  suit  itc  huve  been 
iinahle  to  diseover. 

The  Eastern  Poiut  wiu  that  near  Camber  Castle,  on  the  went 
gideof  the  channel. 

deviously  to  the  year  1 7o7  the  Fount mn-hcad  under  the  cliff, 
on  the  east  side  of  the  toivn,  had  l)eeii  open,  for  now  an  order 
waa  iiiaucd  to  hnve  it  covered  over,  so  as  to  keep  ihc  leaves  and 
other  suUiige  out  of  the  water. 


Krumnsa  lu  nil, 
DlMbimoBiflnti 
Rnwipb 
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The  mnnihets  were  Hgnin  let  at  Michaelmas,  1 758,  at  rents  a 
trifle  higher  ou  the  whole  than  the  preceding  oues.  The  town's 
dues  were  let  at  f^5l.  lO-Vi  beJog  lO/.  higher;  the  lish  imd  fruit 
farm  at  8/.,  being  also  higher — showing  an  upward  tendency  in 
rents  since  17^2.  Butalill.in  sptteoftlits,  we  findanudditionul 
200/.  bon-owed  in  this  same  year,  1 7o8. 

Oil  the  day  of  electing  the  muyor,  in  1769,  the  tenants  of  the 
fish  and  fruit  farm  wci-c  empowered  to  Ic^'y  one  shilling  yearly 
from  every  fisliiug-buat  coming  to  the  town,  and  in  conttidcration 
of  this  Bum  they  are  to  keep  the  fish-market  clean. 

In  176!>  the  pew  in  the  cUmch  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the 
mayor  and  jurats  was  repaired  at  the  expense  of  the  corpora- 
tion. 

Fran  lisi  to  11.W.  £    *•  d. 

Dbtranrmenli      •  .  .        1119     H    5 
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In  I7li0  a  ftinher  sum  of  300/.  was  borrowed,  at  4  per  cent. 
per  annum. 


fKnallWIallOI. 
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The  receipU  of  iliese  and  the  former  years  immcdialely  pre- 
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ceding  must  be  supposed  to  include  inoiiej  borrowed,  nod  io 
not  show  the  vxnct  income. 

In  1762  orders  were  givpn  either  to  repair  the  old,  or  to  build 
H  new  sluice  in  Leajhaui  Wull,  to  drain  and  protect  the  cor- 
poration marshes,  but  no  mention  is  made  of  cuusulting  ihe 
uthcr  pi'opriclura;  (rum  which  \vc  may  conclude  thai  uow  llie 
corporation  took  the  whole  charge  upon  thcmM^lves ;  and  thtt 
leads  us  to  n-murk  that  mftiiy  changes  now  took  place,  arisine 
out  of  political  motives.  In  176N  an  agreement  was  entered 
into  by  the  ruling  parlies  in  ihe  corporation,  for  iht  purpose  of 
iiarroiving  the  franrhiso,  and  of  absorbing  (he  profits  of  the 
]public  properly  in  their  own  hands.  With  a  view  to  keep  off 
luo  biisjre  yes  from  scmtinizing  iheir  conduct  too  closely,  such 
lilllc  things  as  this,  taking  on  themwlvcit  the  expense  of  pro- 
tecting the  uiarahes,  were  adopted  by  them. 

In  1763  it  was  unanimously  agreed  at  an  aMcmbly  tbat^  tf 
the  mayor  uitd  jurale,  should  refuse  to  admit  anyone  to  UiFir 
freedom,  whom  they  might  imagine  had  no  right  thereto,  the 
corporatiun  would  bear  ihem  hunidcsa  against  all  losses,  characi^ 
damages,  and  expenses  wliich  they  might  sustain  in  defeuoiitt 
auy  cause  or  niuiidainus  brought  for  the  admisuou  of  wxtm 
person. 

At  Michaelmas,  1770.  the  lenses  of  the  marshes  havinj;  agaio 
expired,  it  was  ordered  ut  an  as^scmbly,  held  on  IV-c.  I£tb,  l/SS, 
that  a  committee  should  grant  leases  for  sis  years  of  such  of  the 
lands  as  were  occupied  by  freemen,  at  and  under  the  same  rents 
and  covenants  as  are  contained  in  the  present  leaaes.  and  to  let 
the  hinds  occupied  by  non-freemen  at  the  prcfcnt  reata  lo  such 
freemen  as  ahall  be  witling  to  hire  the  same,  or  otbenrtse  to  tbc 
present  tenants  at  their  discretion. 

In  accordance  with  this  last  order,  the  lands  were  let  to  fn 
men  at  rents  difleriiig  but  very  Utile  from  those  of  \~o'2  dm 
to  the  year  182G,  wbcnj  owing  lo  the  political  excitement  at 
that  time  in  tbe  town,  tlicy  were  let  by  public  auction,  and 
they  fetched  the  following  rents  on  leases  of  seven  years,  (tbc 
Town  and  North  Salts  being  iininrlosed,  fetched  merely  do- 
minal  rents) : 
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These  rents  far  exceed  the.  former,  but  they  mtut  not  be  con* 
sidcreil  iih  the  just  vuluc  of  lliu  marshes  ;  because,  oning  to  the 
excitement  then  raging,  the  competitors  ran  *ach  other  up  be- 
yond lilt  mark. 

llic  (libbct  Manhcs  ondMill  Salu  had  been  inclosed  since 
1 7.V2,  while  the  Town  Salt»,  though  uniucloscd,  were  only  over- 
flowed  at  spring  tides. 

In  1833  the  Tcttings  were  u  \iDder  i 
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idcnt  of  the  Town  ond  North  Salts,  whirh  were  still 
sed,  there  were  45a.  3r.  8p.,  which  prcMincei!  152/.,  giving 
an  average,  per  acre,  of  3/.  *is.  4a. — a  very  reasonable  rent. 
In  1840  tne  rents  were  as  follows,  •vit.  i 
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The  4>'>a.  3r.  80.  first  mcntiDued  biought  246/.  10s.,  aa  Rvt- 
TBgff,  ptr  acre,  of  hi.  7s.  6d.,  being  an  inrreaM  of  more  than  iO 
per  cent.,  without  any  particuliu*  cause,  except  the  desire  of 
hiring.'  lands  so  nvar  the  town,  affurding  an  accommodBlion  not 
elsewhere  atl&iunblc. 

This  letting  by  public  auction  is  uiidoubtetlly  aD  esccellral 
plan,  ec|Ufilly  heneficinl  tu  both  parties,  doing  away  vritli  b- 
voritiam,  enabling  the  pruprieton,  by  means  01  competition,  to 
obtnin  the  bettt  market  price,  and  giving  every  inhahitnnt  ofUie 
town  an  opportunity  uf  liiriiif;  a  piece  of  lund  ut  the  competing 
price  of  tbu  day,  atid,  even  should  thiH  pnec  bo  sonsewhmt  exor- 
hi  tiuit,  us  was  thi-  caac  at  this  last  Iciiing,  the  tenants,  suppodog 
them  to  be  townsmen,  have  still  the  consolation  of  rctlccttng  tbat 
the  more  the  borough  revenues  arc  increased,  the  better  must  it 
he  for  the  pubUc  prosperity  of  the  place. 

The  increased  rents  of*  the  Town  and  North  Salts  are  ar- 
counted  for  from  the  circumstance  of  their  having  been  inclosed 
aince  the  last  letting. 

Having  brought  the  land  revenues  to  a  clou,  we  tnust  revert 
to  th<Mte  arising  from  other  sources,  and  recommence  oor  n- 
BCarchca  in  the  year  1762,  when  the  Bnclcwell  Field  was  leased 
to  the  churchwudcns  and  overseers  of  the  parish,  for  them  to 
build  a  pest-house  on,  at  the  annual  rent  ofUl.  for  the  apace  of 
niuety-nine  years.  This  is  the  apot  where  Mr.  Curtcia's  cot- 
tage now  fttaiids,  in  a  garden  near  Uuceii  K1i/:abt'th's  WWl,  sod 
which,  from  this  n-cll  having  been  bricked  round,  obtained  ibc 
name  of  Brickwell  Field.  It  contained  one  acre,  more  or  Icai, 
and  was  at  that  time  let  to  Mr.  VVilham  Cuckow,  who  was  «n 
n|>uth<^cary  in  the  town,  and  whose  lease  had  twoyeara  to  run, 
at  a  ri-nt  uf  "2/  5j.  a^year. 

The  town  dues  were  let  as  under,  viz. : 
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This  braoch  of  revenue  seems  now  to  have  fyllt-n  off  consider- 
ably ;  this  sum  of  31/.  fur  seven  montba  only  givins  an  avcra^ 
of  about  5'M.  a-ycar,  or  ~'0/,  less  than  at  the  former  letting ;  and 
when  ibis  lasl  fiii-ing  expired,  Thomas  Cooke  was  employed  to 
collect  the  duos,  on  n  comniission  of  two  <^hilliit£;«  and  Mxptnice 
iu  the  pound.  In  LhefuUoniii^yeiu-hcuitly  rcix-ived  one  shilling 
and  Mxpence  jtoundagc.  We  may  conclude  that  some  parties 
refused  lo  pay  their  droits  or  dues ;  and  this  would  account  for 
the  difficulty  the  ci(ir[Hirati<in  had  in  finrling  a  tenant  for  ihciDi 
us  iu  177ri  it  was  resolved  to  bring  im  action  agiiinst  any  person 
rcftiHing  to  pay  the  same. 

from  Jan.  1772.  toDec.  "iSth,  17SI,  the  same  Tlioinais  Cooke 
continued  lo  eollect  the  dues  at  tvn  shillings  and  sixpence  in 
the  p)und  (excepting  one  year,  when  he  only  received  one  nhilhog 
ami  sixpence).  At  this  fatter  period  they  were  let  at  the  very 
low  annual  rent  of  eighteen  guineas. 
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In  1790  we  again  find  an  opposition  to  the  payment  of  the 
dues,  and  then  Viv  Gnd  tlie  lease  abandoned,  uud  a  receiver  ap- 
poinled,  uhu,do\vn  to  ISUU,  received  two  shillings  and  sixpence 
ID  the  |>ound  for  collection,  and  aAer^^-ards  three  shillings  ;  and 
this  system  continHl  down  to  the  year  1812,  when  the  corpora- 
tion being  nonsuited  in  tbeir  triiil  iit  I^ncs,  the  dues  were  en- 
tirely abandoned.  From  1789  to  IS  12  they  were  never  lot  to 
any  tcniuit. 

The  fisU  and  fruit  farm,  which  was  neither  more  nor  less 
than  the  tolls  on  tlio  market,  originiUly  held  twice  a-wtek 
under  (be  Court-liRll,  for  Hah,  Iruil,  poultry,  8u:,  were  ]e(  as 
under,  viz.: 
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This  item  of  revenue  fell  off  so  mueh  at  ihis  lime  ihut,  for  the 
thret;  fullnniiiff  yeurs,  no  one  vruuld  hire  it;  and  in  17^2  it  was 
only  Icl  fur  ttie  (rifling  sum  of  2/.  Vt. 
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From  1790  down  !i>  IWM  these  clii«t  or  tolls  were 
witti  the  loK-n  dues  by  the  chatnbcrhun,  and  after  this 
they  were  given  to  tlie  clerks  of  the  market,  who  shuvd  Iht 
])n>iit)t  iM'twceti  tbcm  till  the  year  1H33,  when  they  ucrc  M  \tj 
public  auction,  on  which  occuioD  Uiey  f<L*tcb«l  24/. ;  but  thct 
eoon  fell  fmin  this  price  donii  to  8/.  at  nliich  thry  havtr  dott 
remained,  scarcely  rtiiiuueniting  the  tenant  for  hia  trouble. 

Thus  this  hrnncli  (if  llie  revenue,  vtliich  in  l()!tlt  let  »t  twenty 
guineas  a  year,  has  gradually  fidlcn  off,  until  it  is  become,  in  llic 
present  day,  of  eoarccly  any  value  at  all.  ■ 

In  I740' the  ferry  and  liglita  were  let  at  3/,  n-ycar  ;  but  after  ^ 
that  time  Ihi;  rent  seems  to  have  ceased,  and  vcc  find  tliat  IIm- 
ciirporation  paid  a  certain  yearly  stipend  to  some  one  to  link    I 
after  the  lightR,  buoys,  and  beacons.     In  December,  174-5,  «e  J 
see  this  entry :  *'  T\\v  ferrj',   liKlita,  buoys,  and  beacons  wer 
offered  to  be  let ;  but  no  person  aiipearing  to  hire  the  same,  it 
was  postponed  to  the  next  aasemoly."     At  the  next  nsserobly 
it  ts  said,  "  The  ferry,  lights,  buoys,  beacous,  and  poles  arc  let 
to  Mr.  James  I^amb  for   one  year  from  Cht-intnias   next,  for 
which  he  in  to  be  allowed  the  sum  of!)/,  under  the  same  coxv 
□antssa  in  the  former  lease,  iind  tu  give  security  as  usual    The 
number  of  buoys  in  the  channel  to  he  five." 

This  sum  varies,  uoing  down  to  li/.  in  Mmv  years,  while  id 
1771  the  chamberlain  was  ordered  to  pay  Itichard  Cunl,  lur 
looking  after  the  ferry,  &e.  for  one  ye»r,  \4i. 
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In  1802  the  same  sum  was  paid,  and  here  the  entriet  c«m6 
altogether,  in  consefjuciicc,  wc  suppose,  of  the  hnrbwur  having 
been  put  into  a  rcguliir  commtssiou.  mid  bc-iiLi.<turtb  tnniiagcd  by 
that  hody.  The  change  which  took  place  sliorllj-  nft«-r  tiic  vcnr 
I7-W  may  be  accounted  for  by  the  very  bad  state  into  which 
the  old  harbour  had  thcD  folleo,  and  which  had  occasiooed  the 
aiiplication  to  Parliament  for  an  act  to  enable  the  bowa  to 
make  the  new  hurbuur  in  1724,  and  which  waa  in  operation  nt 
the  period  above  upecilied. 

rrom  1103  to  IIW.  X     «,   A 
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Aniiunl  nvrngi',  £i2B  <l«. 

In  1766  the  corpomtion  borrowed  150/. 
In  ilGH  the  town  clerk's  salary  was  raised  to  10/.  I3f.  4d. ; 
fBud  the  chiimln-rlniii's  to  6/. 

Lh  a  pn)nf  of  their  want  of  money  at  this  timo,  wc  may  ob- 
I'c  that  the  U-nunts  of  the  Smull  Box  and  Piah  and  FVult 
farms  were,  in  17G9,  to  be  allowed  five  per  cent,  discount  on 
ai>t  pajrmcnt  of  their  rents  ;  but  though  thnit  needy  them- 
es, toey  gave  ten  guineas  towards  the  repairs  of  the  harbour 
at  Brondstairs. 

In  1770  wc  find  a  rery  singular  tTaneactioD,  which  ia  this: 
(he  new  hnrbour  was  now  in  progress,  nnd  money  was  rpf|nircd 
to  complete  it,  when  the  coqioratioo  imdcrlook  to  lend  the  com- 
Diisuoners  the  sum  of  lOUO/. ;  but  not  having  money  of  their 
own,  they  actuitlly  borrowed  this  sum  for  the  purpose.  The 
rate  of  intercut  wa«  the  tame  on  both  sides,  viz.  four  per  cent, 
per  annum  j  and  we  can  only  account  for  it  on  (he  supposition 
that  the  corpomtion  felt  a  deep  interest  in  the  liarbour,  and  that 
their  cnulit  was  greater  than  that  of  the  hiu-bour  eommi»«ioners, 
and  people  would  lend  to  them  when  tticy  would  not  trust  the 
othurft. 

In  the  followitig  year  tlicy  borrowed  '2001,  on  their  own 
sccouat. 
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This  agrees  with  the  average  pieviouwly  quoted  from  l'>J^  t» 
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Aansf  tbdr  iwe  af  mcpJpw  wn*  Ar  ftHnwiiig ; 
flf  tbe  town  derfc,  ebni«k■^  lad  othar  eAeen; 

J  dm  aacc  VM  wnt*<  toOs  ;  uMenM  of  maaer  i 
Ae  awngc  ^npfi»«*  of  wmtr  »atfci  far  tea  fCMS, 

■■< Willi iig  to  ssA  i&«.  «u: 

la  1773  farther  ofden  vera  nsoed  thai  no  1c— i  Ar  At 
IWmre  ftrauld  be  granted  of  ibe  Saba  to  any  Imi  frmnCT» 

In  1774,  the  coqioratioe  being  nearij  -MOL  m  debt, 
■n:  givra  to  bwiv  25U!.  at  fbttr  per  ctmi,  per  ■nunin. 

la  ScptembcT.  1T76  the  wn  oT  TOOL  u  ordetcd  to  br 
rmnd  ;  but  whether  tbJt  h  beiidrl  the  Comer  250iL  <ioc« 
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l^oe  mnpu  must  todiulc  a  Cood  deal  of  buiiuwrd  n»oo^i 
othcnrae  we  cannot  acraaiit  far  the  gnat  mcnaae. 

The  corporale  body  does  oat  sceoi  lo  bare  set  aaj'  valoe  «■ 
ibealdDaxiin,  *' Yoa  must  hcjost  bdorejiNiaregcoeniiB^^fcr 
wliQe  borro«-ing  moncT  «itb  ooc  band,  tfacr  gave  awaj  with  the 
other.  On  December  ;fOth,  1775,  tbcr  gire  ten  gutneaft  to  the 
Amerimi  loyafista^  and  bonoir  1001.  to  pn-  off  «t>o(lwr  debL 


nu  k  int. 
Priiiiiw  fc 

.c 

■3ia   •    4 

inito  tn*. 

A    «    4 

mi* 

•n   «   « 

c». 


£jt  It     4 


la  177!^  tbe  cnrporatioa  gave  ihiity  ^incoa  towards  de6ar> 
lag  the  capoMe  of  ninng  a  ixvps  of  Tolaniccn,  conaisting  at 
Bw  eemraBies  of  serea^  vmb  cadi,  while  the  inludntaota  aob- 
acribed  »iL  lOa,  Od^  mmkins  in  the  wfatile  I  Iti/.  <U.  rUL  The 
Wd  warden  paid  a  bount;  of  vivtn,  and  the  town  of  Bjc  of 
Hve,  ^laoeai  to  each  volanteer ;  the  Bumbrr  albtted  to  the  town 
wai  o^bttvn,  the  idmrgp  for  which  was  yo  gtuneaa^  ao  that  Ibe 
^Mcnptioa  won  thao  covrrcd  tbe  cxpeaiae. 
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To  meet  Ihis  deficit  it  was  ordered  that  moneir  should  be 
bnrrowed. 

Umto  nj9. 

Balanoe,  Vt. 

December  I  lib,  1783.  It  was  ordered  that  ihe  sum  of  14/. 
be  allowed  to  Mr.  Richard  Pollnnl,  the  (.■liumbcrljLin,  which  he  had 
cxpcndwl  ill  buildiiig  a  wharf  on  the  castcra  piirt  of  the  Suit 
Mnrsh  land:*  bcloitging  to  tbis  cor|i«nili{>ii.  ThtH  whnrf  is  htill 
mil  ill  II  in  {;,  wid  is  knou~n  by  the  niimc  of  I'ollard'a  Wharf. 
When  iirat  erected  it  was  of  much  more  ii!««  than  at  present,  as 
thcQ  it  was  the  principal  t\uay  for  unloading  of  vessels. 
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In  1784  the  corporation  expended  45/.  7*.  Gd.  in  rebuilding 
the  almshouses  at  Land-gate. 

Id  this  same  year  they  borrowed  money  to  pay  off  former 
sums  taken  up,  and  yet  at  the  same  time,  in  the  midst  of  Ihcir 
poverty,  tliey  presented  the  Kcv.  Peter  CoUelt  with  a  ifown 
and  cassock,  as  a  eutnplimcnt  to  bim  for  hts  many  year<i'  resi- 
dence in,  and  ner^iccs  to  the  coruonitiou,  and  forms  attending 
the  prisoners  a  great  many  times  m  the  g9oL 

\1^i  Ki  lus. 

Pajmnnlf 

K«C«l|>la  ... 

Uktaow,  Pr- 

For  this  balance  the  chamberlain  was  to  be  allowed  tive  p«r 
cent,  per  annum  until  paid.  Of  this  officer  tbcy  had  borrowed 
200A  tbc  previous  year. 

Id  17N5  four  guineas  were  paid  for  the  erection  of  a  building 
or  shed  in  the  tiuu-gorden,  on  the  same  spot,  we  suppose,  as 
thnt  on  which  one  ttt  iioH'sUnding,formingaloolc-out  foreailors 
and  others  interested  in  the  maritime  aflairs  of  the  town. 

In  1786  lui  order  was  isnued  ihni  no  om;  should  dig  or  carry 
away  any  aleech  from  the  curporalioti  lands  without  leave,  and 
then  unfy  on  the  following  terms : 

Kacli  IrvtoiBo  to  pa; ,  pet  wag)[oa>lMd,  l«ap«n««, 
Ita.  Ah  iwi  c«rt-ltMil.  one  iwioj. 

Gmj  olbai  iwnon,  not  •  (n-onMii,  to  )■}  Junlile. 
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In  1788  the  coqioration  very  cooaderately  ordered  a  abed  to 
be  erected  near  the  Giin-gnrdeti  Rockn,  as  a  [ilacu  of  aheller  la 
the  fiBhcrmco  in  wet  or  bud  weather. 


ProDi  ITN5  to  MRff. 
DIfbanrtnenI* 
RoMlfila 

BbLmr,  Dr. 


lOAi  15  II 
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Here  we  have  the  yeiurlT  receipts  193/.  18«.  2<^.  only. 

In  17G2  the  Brickwcll  Field  (as  already  mentioned)  was  let 
for  ninety-nine  year*  to  the  parish,  to  build  it  [ic^t-huuse  on. 
Some  lime  between  this  year  tind  1791  the  Iciusc  sccma  to  have 
been  inuiBfcrred  to  Thomns  I'hillipps  Lamb,  Esq.,  who  then 
obtained  full  possc&sioa  of  it  by  giving  llie  corporation,  in  ex- 
change a  messuage,  garden,  and  piece  of  land  in  the  Gun- 
gitnlen.  Tliis  was  the  spot  on  whlcb  the  poor-house  wsa  after- 
wards erected. 

In  1794  the  corporation  purohiucd  ocrtuin  warehouses  at  the 
Slnmd,  of  Mr.  Procter,  for  the  aura  of  900/.,  for  which  they  wore 
to  [Hxy  intercHt  (until  the  debt  uas  liquidated).  And  they  or- 
dL-rcd  1000/,  to  he  borrowed  to  puy  it  otT. 

This  body  seems  nov  to  have  been  overwhelmed  vitb  debts; 
for  we  »cc  nothing  but  ordera  for  raising  Bums  of  money  lo  pay 
off  old  debts — borrowing  with  one  hand  to  pay  M-ith  the  other. 


M04,  Jal^Sd.     Older  to  bomnr 
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Enough,  we  presume,  is  here  recorded  to  show  the  disastrous 
BUte  of  the  finances  of  the  town^  without  going  into  further 
details. 

Fram  1191  lo  110V  ~ 

Recctt** 

F^JMItl 

Balu«*,Ci. 
lUI  lo  tML 
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TUB  TflWN  or  RYB. 
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Oolanw,  D[. 
ItOl  to  ItM. 

PijtnrciU 

Bnlann.  Cr. 


A  t.    4. 

HA  9     8 

4M  S     1 

tas  14    6 

4IS  9  10 

£U  4     7 


The  above  receipts  show  nn  annual  revenue  of  about  400/.,  or 
rather  mor«  ;  but  from  ISIS  to  ISIGofonlj-  134/.  Mi.  4^/. 


The  rMripb  hsifng  bwn 
Balnncot  Cr. 


8TI    e   -I 

X31   10     8 


a  difference  so  great  we  cannot  account  for. 

To  brin^  tliij  part  Lo  a  close,  wc  will  give  (he  financial  state 
of  the  borough  ut  the  present  time,  that  is,  for  the  year  euding 
August  3tfit,  1^43. 

Aoaiial  icDt*  af  marah  lnnd>       -  •  4^   10     0 

Do.  griMiiitl  iviito  -  •  JM   10    0 

DOi  water  laid  od  to  booae*        •  si    0    0 

Anniul  rrroniM 

KirnantTcnK. 
Annunl  tii()fn>«t  pnjnMc  an  nHiilgiiK*  ilebtn 
Worktrii^  u^•^  wnU'r  InUi  the  lown  - 

L<iod.l«x  ... 

lancuM        .  ■  .  . 

PoUee-ofllMn'  Mlarln 
Boraut;!)  officvrx'  do.  (tnuuiuicT,  Ac.)  • 

G<U  l<|thl9  ... 

Mr.  Chailoa  TbMBM'n  con^iannUon 
Scob  on  Biar*!)  land  • 

Mm.  H<awA>M'i  diMtitf 


BolBOoe,  Cr. 
To  Kblcb  mnrt  ba  adtlnt  n  bon>uf[b  mtp  of  «tl. 
Ill  tb«  pamHl,  pf»ducli>([ 

£I8B    s    a 

And  thiB  gocA  to  meet  tbt:  incidental  expenses ;  such  as  trades- 
mcu'e  billit,  Ubour,  &c. 

The  whole  amount  of  mortgages  owing  by  the  borough  is 
4188/.  I2s.  '2d. 

]nM««iiia£il))tl    8    6,  it  jS  i^r  cunL  <M5  II    1 
bo.         on     imo     U     t,  al  4  ffft  cmI.         M  18     £ 
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Of  these  mort^agea  wc  may  obserre  that  the  one  held  by  the 
harbour  cannot  bo  t-oiisiderwl  as  any  iiicumbraacc,  as  the  rcnU 
accruing  from  the  North  und  Town  Salts,  over  which  it  runs, 
far  L-Ycectl  the  uilcrfst,  which  ia  only  50/.  16i.  ^/,  while  the 
rents  are  '2WL,  leaving  a  balance  in  favour  of  tlie  borouj^h  of  do 
lusa  tbmi  158/.  3j.  l«i.,  wliich  more  thau  cmers  the  ioiercst  of 
all  the  other  mortgsgea  ;  and  seeing  that  the  finances  are  thus 
proapetvus,  we  may  reasonably  hope  the  town  will,  ere  long, 
reap  the  advantage  of  thU  position,  either  by  the  abolition  of 
the  burough  rale,  or  in  some  uscrnl  and  ornami;iit«l  public 
works,  which,  iusproving  its  general  iispect,  may  invite  an  influx 
of  iiiduslriotiit  niid  ncuItKy  itihubitiiiit.-*,  and  thiiii  tend  to  pro- 
mote the  general  interest  and  prosperity  of  the  ancient  town 
of  Rye. 

A  Stnleninil  ofnll  Mnnwyii  im-aivnl  ami  ex|wmlKl  un  iKCimnl  oX  Ihn  Major,  AU<t- 
niHn,  mid  Bur|iiuw-ii  uf  Ui<>  Kunm^h  ul  Ky<-,  In  Ibe  <:uLiiity  of  Sfiawx.  (lucn  U* 
Xlit  Atttntat,  1HI5,  to  nnil  InrliuiTc  of  Uil>3IiI  Aogiur.  IVilH. 

riVHEXT*.  £     t.    d. 

Bntinm  1o  In-'nuurer      •         1£     I     1| 
SnlariM  -  IM)    5    > 

Peniloiu  nnd  ftllomnM  to 
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Rule*  mid  (sum 
Tnaurnnci! 
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Woiklii};  waW  lu  town 
PrmikuIIoiii 
Gnol  •■ipciiiei 
Malntoiiance  of  hiriMnnra,  i» 

KninT*;  counljr  eit>«n*ei 
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Itrpnlriof  cor|iurut»  bulliltnp 
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J.  Vini.BB,  M(ij«r. 

CllA«.  T*¥U>K.     )  .      .„ 

H.  E.  Faih E,  Mtyai'a  Andllor. 
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Tub  earliest  public  charity  in  the  corporation  of  Rye  was 
thut  of  Saint  Bnrtholompxr'R  HoftpitAl,  wliich  wm  trected  for 
the  8upi>ort  of  decayed  trccmcn  and  their  wives,  or,  at  all 
event*,  for  women  n»  well  as  men,  for  the  fifiy-ninth  nriiclv 
of  the  CuKtomal  snye,  "and  in  the  snid  hospitnl  he  holh 
brothers  and  sisters,  sometimes  more,  sometimes  less."  None 
were  to  he  udmitti-d  without  the  consent  of  the  mayor  and 
commonalty,  as  appears  from  these  n-onU  in  the  same  article : 
**  Neither  hrothcrs  nor  Btslcrii  shall  he  admitted  into  (he  said 
hospitnl  without  it  be  by  a»i^ent  of  the  niayors  and  of  the  coni- 
inons."  It  was  also  further  ordcre<l  that  "  the  rule§  and 
statutes  of  the  sjiid  hospitul  be  read  before  the  brethren  and 
sistcrDf  which  shall  be  accepted  and  received  before  that  he  be 
received." 

The  hospital  was  under  the  immediate  sujKrintendence  nf  a 
chaplaiU)  for  the  urlicle  says,  "  the  mayor  of  Uye  and  jurut^, 
forthwith  the  commatmlly,  shall  have  the  nomination  of  the 
ehnplniii,  which  ik  called  the  Custoii  of  the  Ilo^ipital  vC  Saint 
Bartholomew,  besides  Kye,  which  said  rhnplain,  his  name,  in 
time  of  {leace,  shall  be  sent  unto  the  Abbot  of  Fysciimp  ;  and, 
in  time  of  war,  unto  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  Enj^Iaud..  and  by 
one  of  them  he  shall  be  presented  unto  the  Biftboti  of  Chi- 
chester, and  by  him  he  aliull  have  institution;  and  aim  the 
mayor  of  Rye  shall  take  account  of  the  Kaid  chaplain  of  Saint 
Bartholomew  four  times  in  the  year,  if  be  will."  From  this 
it  ap]>ears  that  the  mayor  and  commons  nominated  the  cusloa 
when  liis  name  was  suumittcil  either  to  the  Abbot  of  Fyscamp 
or  the  Lord  Chancellor  of  England  for  his  approval ;  if  ap- 
proved of,  then  the  Bishop  of  Chichester  was  to  institute  him 
in  his  office.  The  abbot  or  the  cluiiicuUor,  on  sufficient  reasons, 
might  rtjeel  the  mayor':*  iiouiJuve,  hut  they  could  not  nomi* 
nate  a  chaplain  themselves. 

The  object  of  the  hottpiial  is  more  fully  act  forth  in  the 
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sixtieth  article  of  the  Coatomol,  which  snys,  "the  maTOrmi^', 
by  tb«  aKScot  of  [he  jurats,  when  hr  tiudcth,  amnn^t  his  com- 
motia,  man  or  n-otnan  which  hath  competently  Iximc  chuut* 
with  them  iu  their  time  for  the  welfare  of  the  town,  and  ihcj 
be  now  impoverished  and  impotent,  deeaj-ed  of  their  goods 
and  chattels,  and  little  floods  tiavc  to  live  with,  he  may  put 
the  ^ood  oiAti  or  womnn  unto  tlic  hospilAl  to  take  ttieir  sus- 
tenance among  the  brethren  and  sislern  o(  the  said  hospital, 
without  anything  payin<;  for  it  unto  the  Miid  hospitoL  Ana 
the  mayor  and  jurats  shall  have  the  keeping  of  the  aeal  of  tlw 
said  hospital,  so  that  the  brethren  and  ilitern  of  the  «ud 
hospital  »huU  uuthing  sell  or  dimtDi«h,  without  it  be  byauent 
of  the  mayor  and  jurats." 

At  wbiLt  exact  time  the  hoopital  wo*  founded  we  have  neca 
no  record  to  inlbrm  us ;  but  that  it  waa  at  a  very  early  period, 
either  in  or  before  the  rcif^  of  iCdirard  the  Confesaor,  is  ap- 
parcat  from  the  fact  that  this  monarch  gave  the  town  of  Uyr 
to  the  vVbbot  of  Pywainp  in  Normandy,  and  this  ecde««»tic 
had  to  confirm  the  dittos,  who  wa»  nominutcrl  by  the  mayor, 
a  power  which  he  obtained  frora  F/lward  by  this  donation. 

l^ia  charity  must  have  fallen  into  decay  at  n  \er}-  early 
period,  for  Jeake  makee  no  mention  of  it,  nor  in  there  any 
tradition  among  the  inhabitants,  as  to  the  spot  on  which  it 
stood.  We  sought  a  long  time  in  vain  for  the  site,  though  mc 
had  an  idea  that  it  stood  without  the  town  to  the  northward, 
on  the  weH  aide  of  the  road  leading  up  Rye  Ililt,  just  within 
the  bounda  of  the  corporation,  and  this  idea  hit4  now  been 
confirmed  by  the  following  words  ij»  the  document  by  which 
Henry  111,  in  the  year  ltj4(>,  resumed  the  town  into  his  own 
hands,  where,  spcidcing  of  the  boundaries  of  RyCi  it  ^ays, 
*'  Sicut  regale  chiminum  «e  extendit  usque  od  scaleram  que 
est  super  feod.  Bncii  ['almurii  ct  a  dictii  scaler^  per  cjuiuidiun 
semitam  usque  ad  terram  Hoapitalia  Saiieti  Bartlioluiuei  et 
iudc  versus  occidcDttilem  in  lon(^tudine  terra;  dictar  llospitalis 
usque  Dodesnell.'*  Which  we  have  before  Englished  thus: 
"As  far  as  the  King's  lload  mas  to  the  steps  which  arc  on  the 
lands  of  Brice  Palmer,  and  from  the  said  steps  through  a 
certain  footpath,  until  you  come  to  the  laud  of  the  Uospital  of 
iit.  Uiutholuniew,  and  thence  towards  the  nest  llimLgfa  the 
whole  length  of  the  land  of  the  said  hospital  as  for  oa  Dodeswell." 
Assuming  Dodeawell  to  be  the  present  Queen  Elisabeth's  Well, 
and  for  the  truth  of  uliidi  we  conceive  we  have  given  good 
grciunds  in  a  fomoer  pari,  then  the  land  of  St.  niirlbulumeVa 
Hospital  must  have  been  on  the  north  side  of  a  line  drawn  frum 
llii;  prcHciit  road  near  Mountfleld  upper  gate  to  Queen  Kliza- 
beth's  Well,  and  thus  iudtcatcs  the  spot  uc  have  idludcd  to. 
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extcndtng  from  (be  present  Deadman's  lane,  Dortbwiird,  paral- 
lel with  the  turnpike-road,  lo  the  bound- stone  of  the  corpora- 
tion, near  vrhich  is  a  well  n'hicli  was  Ibrmcrly  (i|;en,  but  muDy 
yrars  back  a  poor  iinfonuiiatL-  aegru  was  Joujid  dead  in  it, 
after  which  it  was  covered  over.  It  ia  still  in  exi»teii(X',  linving 
a  good  spring  of  water,  nbich  a  few  yu-ars  ago  waa  conveyea 
by  a  pt|)u  across  the  road  to  a  cistern  for  the  convenience  of 
wftterinf;  horses,  and  wlitch  Is  never  dry  in  the  hottest  Bummcrs. 
This  well  \ve  suppose  to  hare  belonged  U)  the  hospital,  and  the 
grounds  which  8urrutitidcd  it  muitt  have  been  about  rlcvcn 
acres.  The  lower  field  now  bears  the  name  of  the  Kinp  Field, 
but  whether  this  be  indicuiivc  of  some  monarch's  endowment 
of  the  hospital  vie  will  nnt  take  upon  ourselves  to  say.  The 
tipper  one  in  called  Well  Pi>:ld. 

St.  Bartholumew  seems  to  be  held  in  high  estimation  by  the 
Citique  Port*  ;  for  llicrc  was  an  lio«pital  at  Hythe  and  another 
at  Sandwich  dedicated  to  him,  11  hile,  besides  honouring  him 
by  giving  hix  name  to  their  ho«pitiilj  the  Bun>nii  of  Rye  mn'srs 
rfected  their  miiyor  every  year  on  the  Sunday  next  after  (tie 
Fe«t*tofSt,  Bartholomew  the  Aposllc.  Hut  the  gloiy  of  this 
saint  has  now  departed  from  the  town  of  Rye ;  the  site  of  his 
hospital  is  with  difficulty  traeed  out,  and  the  Municipal  Cor- 
poration Dill,  by  Hxing  the  9th  of  Norember  as  the  day  for 
elcetinp;  the  mayor,  has  blotted  his  name  out  of  the  ractaim  of 
the  town. 

To  those  who  love  to  nvc  wings  to  their  imn^nation  and 
to  sport  in  the  ref^ions  of  antiquity,  it  may  be  cratiiying  to 
believe  that  the  t^  elms,  which  grow  on  either  side  of  Dead- 
mnn's  lane,  may  he  the  ofr«>prinf^  of  some  which,  in  the  thir- 
teenth century,' formed  the  southern  boundary  of  the  landa  of 
the  Iiiiitpital  of  St.  Bartholomew. 

We  venture  to  place  the  date  of  the  last-named  charity  some 
time  in  the  eleventh  century,  and  the  next  wc  shall  mention 
belongs  to  the  sixtvi-ntb,  and  though  this  does  not  relate 
directly  and  entirely  to  Rye,  yet,  as  this  town  is  indirectly 
benefited,  and,  moreover,  as  the  donor  was  an  inhabitant  oC 
the  place,  we  shall  not  hesitate  to  insert  it  here. 

In  tlic  year  16i(t,  James  Wilford,  a  rippicr  of  Rye,  left  an 
annuity  of  7/,  to  be  luid  out  in  repairing  the  ruinous  part  of 
thr  high  mud  between  River  Hill,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and 
Northiam  Church,  in  the  county  of  Sussex.  The  annuity  was 
purcluuied  of  the  Merchant  Tailors'  Company,  and,  after  the 
death  of  his  executors  and  relations  of  the  name  uf  Wilford, 
was  to  be  vested  in  tbc  parson  and  churchwardens  of  Rye; 
but,  in  cose  tlicy  should  neglect  their  duty,  then  in  the  parson 
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aad  chiLrdiwtrd«os  of  Nortluain,  mai,  oa  their  n^^ect,  in  Utc 
poTMiD  and  chun-faminlRt3  dT  Newcntlen.  in  Kent.  Tbe  vicsr 
and  churrhward«u  of  Rve  lost  tbe  mmnagcmi^nt  of  the  moMfi 
but  at  vhat  time  is  nncertain.  Tbe  rector  uid  cburdiwBnlm 
4f  N'Mlhiun  TvwivM  the  aonuity  dovn  to  Midsummer,  1793, 
irhcQ  it  passed  inio  tbe  beads  of  tbe  rector  aad  churdi wardens 
a€  Newenden.  In  IH^M  thp  Company  of  Mi^rchant  Taaoft 
refosed  lo  puj  th*  money  any  longer,  until  il»i-y  katur  to  irboB 
thev  l^ally  ougbt  En  pay  it.  No  ap^flicalioQ  was  made  far  tlie 
arrears  unli)  14)9,  when  a  petition,  stoned  by  the  cliiirch- 
wardcns  and  other  inhabitants  of  Xorthiam,  Rye,  and  New- 
endcn,  was  presented  to  the  company,  praying  them  for  the 
future  to  pay  the  money  to  tbe  \icar  and  efaurrbwardens  of 
Uyc.  These  latter  parlies  nov  receive  it,  and  [mv  tt  over  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  turnpike^  leading  from  Kye  to  Flimwcll, 
who  ky  it  out  in  siKb  paru  of  the  rosd  as  arc  considered  at 
aU  danj^rotu. 

Tbe  rippicrs  of  Rye  were  men  of  some  imponance  in  ancient 
timea,  bting  cniptoyed  in  cAiryinfr  6sb  to  I>ondon,  where  they 
enjoyed  con&idfnihle  privilege  in  the  sale  of  it.  ilaviug  to 
carry  their  merchstidise  iu  panniers  on  the  backs  of  horses, 
they  were  well  acquainted  uith  tbe  road  between  Rye  and  the 
metropolis,  knew  the  value  of  a  good  and  the  inconvenience  of 
a  bad  road.  Bud  as  the  highwayn  generally  were,  we  nuy 
conclude  the  worst  part  of  this  Iny  lirtvrcen  Northiam  Church 
ond  River  llili,  nnd,  in  acconlanrc  with  the  will  of  tbe  dunor, 
the  money,  since  it  has  come  into  the  hiincls  of  the  com- 
niiMtionera  of  the  turnpike,  baa  been  dispooed  of  in  the 
following  manncTi 

£  t.  d. 

In  IhID  Utrt  <»m  Ivpatjr  j««n<lae.  irbicb,  »t^Lf»  utaum, 

aimuntaj  !•  -  .  .  .  -I  (0     00 

Deduct  twvnty  jmui'  Innd  lax  Hi  t»i.  pM  anauni  8s     0     0 

Augvit  jMlll,  nrriml  ... 

Iittl,  AuR'Hl  ntti,  Tvcrlrad 

l<tU,  MutDinbn  ilOt,  du  •  •  . 

1««,M«rclim,da 

IWt,  Sfiptnnbn      do    • 

IllM,  Aqi^umI  &A,  io 

lUft.  JnlrClb.'ln 

CMf^     ■    o 

Thia  givca  the  cxaci  revenue  from  17^9  to  1836,  ijcing  ■ 
poriftd  of  thirty. eight  years,  showint-  the  annual  rtoeipt  to  b« 
oi.  r^^,  after  dcdticlint;  I/.  Hs,  for  land  (as  [  and  this  QDaoey 
bus  been  laid  out  as  fallowji  i 
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I4j|,  M*T  Kl^-  li*'!!  fof  putlinK  lip  IRI  potti  with  tfaHlBj  on 
the  iiKid  kaillfii;  Ittatt  XmlliiKnt  In  Xvuviiil'"  lliiitic". 

1S25!,  ,^<i£B-l  Htl,  Ju,  uB  UiemniPKUiJ 

StamjJL'il  ll«:<J|>bi  .  .  .  . 

Ocrhihpi  lllli,  iS¥t,      Rr|>atni  an  Mine  raail    - 

1930,  UctulwT  l-llh.  l)<i.  on  thr  Ttiul  Hi  Clti;  |tl[l.  iH-tuvcn 
PIbM  (Irri-n  nni  ili«  I'oar  Tbrow),  In  Uic  pulab  of  Ilnwk- 
bant,  Kpnt  .  .  .  .  . 

1839,  July  XOlb,  Via.  betitwn  Northlnni  Cliiinti,  StuMZ.  iukI 
lliiClw«t<S  >n  Uie  puUli  al  Hswiibiiiit,  lufiit 

1%I0.  April  Snb.  do.  do. 


TMalnmataUMitUlMndor    • 

In  conclueion  we  may  state  that  the  uill  says  lie,  James 
Wilf»r«t,  bad  made  tbe  road  from  Northiani  Cburch  to  River 
Hill. 

In  1660  died  Alcxaiiiler  Wellesj  and  gave  to  the  corjHiration 
of  Rve  a  small  apoc  of  wi^txc  i;ruuiiil  ai  Lund  gate,  in  tnittt  to 
hiiild  nn  almshouse  (hfr»*«n  lor  the  um  of  poor,  sick,  ag«d, 
and  iiifinn  persons  of  ibe  [uinsh  of  Hyc. 

This  gift  is  thus  described  on  the  tablet  in  Rve  Church 
coDloiQiog  a  list  of  the  charitita.  In  a  little  pamphlet,  pub- 
lished by  Caplain  Thomas  Clark,  on  Deeembtr  'Jlst,  1818, 
>ent!tled '  Rye  Charitits,'  it  is  stated  (Iml  Aluxaiider  Welles  gave 
certain  londii  for  tbe  bonofit  of  the  nick  and  infirm  pour,  but 
wln-ri^  those  lands  are  situatu  tbe  corjionition  have  not  staled; 
but,  they  say  the  lands  do  not  produce  any  rent,  and  that  they 
have  built  a  bouse  on  it.  'Ilic' general  tnuliltoii,  among  the  old 
people  of  Rye,  is  that  the  lands,  left  by  Alexander  Welles,  arc 
those  nt  the  bottom  of  Mount's  Field,  and  incIoAcd  in  the 
Ipronnds  belonging  to  the  house  there ;  but  for  nhich  no  rent 
ift  paid.  The  tishcrmcn  well  remember  drjingthcirnetson  tlic 
ground  immediately  below  Mounttield  House,  and  that  they 
always  bad  free  aceess  to  it. 

Neither  of  tlicse  descriptions  Is  quite  correct,  as  will  appear 
from  the  perusal  of  the  original,  which  is  r  deed  of  gift  and 
not  a  will,  bearing  date  Anril  lOth,  5  Edward  VI,  a.i>.  ISJl, 
wriltca  in  I.atin,  of  which  the  following  in  a  iraiisUlion : 
"  Kiiow,all  men  present  and  to  come,  that  I,  Alexander  Welles, 
of  Rye,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  have  given,  granted,  and  by  this, 
my  present  indenture,  confirmed  unto  the  mayor,  jurats,  and 
commonalty  of  the  town  of  Rye,  cue  piece  of  waste  land,  lying 
and  being  without  the  gate  of  tlie  eamc  town,  called  tbe  Land 
Kate,  that  is  tosajr.to  tbe  Kin^N  bi[;hway  there  lowanls  the  cast, 
and  containing,  in  this  part,  thirty-lwo  tWl  of  common  Icgid 
measure;  to  the  lands  of  me,  the  said  Alexander,  towards  the 
south,  and  containing,  in  that  port,  sixty  feet  of  common  legal 
measure;  to  the  laiida  of  mc,  the  md  Alexander,  towards  the 
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vrcst,  aod  containing,  In  thut  part,  tn'vntjr-onc  feet  of  comtnoa 
legal  measure  ;  to  tne  common  lands  of  the  said  town,  towards 
the  nortb,  to  be  had  and  held  Uic  »aid  piece  of  l^nd,  with  bQ 
and  sin^lar  il«  appurtenances,  by  the  aforcitaid  mayor,  juraUt 
and  commonalt>',  and  their  successors  and  atsij^Ds  for  ever. 
NcvcrthclcsA,  on  the  comlitian  and  form  fblkming,  that  u, 
that  the  Raid  mayor,  jurats,  and  commonnlty,  before  the  FeaM 
of  the  Nntinty  of  Saint  John  the  Baptist  next,  aA«r  the  dale 
of  these  presentR,  nhall  erect  a  oertam  house  and  closes,  and 
make  n  eiirdcn  adjoining  to  the  said  house  for  ever.  And  the 
aforesaid  hnii.se  and  fences  to  the  land  they  shall  maintain  for 
ever,  and  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  saaic  town,  namely,  of 
the  decaying,  the  sick,  the  diseased,  the  feeble,  and  the  iutirm, 
on  the  nomination  and  sppointmcat  of  the  mayor  and  jurota 
of  the  said  town  for  ever,  to  be  knova  and  constituted  as  a 
place  of  relief  and  a  hospital  for  c^-er.  And  1  truly,  the  said 
Alexander  and  my  heirs,  the  said  piece  of  land,  with  ila  l^>- 
piirtenanec«,  in  form  and  manner,  to  the  aforesaid  mayor,  jurats, 
and  commonalty)  their  successors  and  assigns  against  mci  the 
said  Alexander  and  my  heint^  and  his  nnd  their  cooda  and 
chattels,  and  their  heirs,  will  for  e»-cr  warrant  and  derencl. 

"  In  witness  of  nil  these  things,  to  one  part  of  these  presents 
remaining  with  the  aforesaid  mayor,  jurats,  and  commoiultj, 
I,  the  said  Alexander,  bare  affixed  mv  seal.  To  the  other  true 
part,  remaining  with  the  said  Alexander,  the  said  mayor,  jural«, 
and  comnionuity  have  affixed  the  common  seal  of  the  taid 
town.  Dated  tne  tenth  day  of  April,  ia  the  fifth  year  of  the 
reign  of  the  Lord  Edward  the  Sixth,  by  ihc  grace  of  God,  King 
of  l^ngland,  France,  and  Ireland,  Defender  of  tJic  Faith,  and,  oo 
earth,  of  the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland,  the  supjeme 
liead. 

/^       \  "ALKXA.KD£lt    VrKLI.«a," 

His  ^  Wj)  wal. 

From  this  deed  it  appeam  the  ground  given  by  Welica  was 
waste  grounds  and  part  of  tiis  own  estate  siirrouniled  by  it  oa 
three  sides,  viz.  east,  south,  and  west,  and  on  the  north  by 
waste  or  common  lands  belonging  to  the  cor|)oratiun.  Origi- 
nally its  dimensions  were  thir(y-two  feet  on  the  cart,  twenty- 
one  feet  on  the  weal,  and  sixty  fcut  on  the  north  and  south  t 
but  now  thcv  are  much  curtailei],  being  tliirty-two  feet  on  the 
east,  and  about  twenty -two  icei  on  the  west;  but,  instead 
of  being  sixty  feet  from  east  to  west,  it  now  only  contaliu 
twenty-two  feet,  belna  thus  deprived  of  thirtj-cight  feet,  more 
than   half,  and  whidi  formerly  eomtitulc-d  the  garden.     lu 
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priinanr  dcstinatioa  seems  to  have  been  a  lazar-bouse  for  sick 

and  diseflS4.-(]  poor,  and  the  site  chosen  v-as  without  the  walls  of 

the  town,  and  most  likely  at  thiil  time  had  no  other  houses  very 

near  to  it,  nnd  thua  was  a  proper  locality  in  which  (o  put  any 

[juiir  person  who  waa  attacKcd  \ri(h  an  inrt-clion^  to   many  of 

which  this  couDlrj-  vrss  then  unhappily  subject;  and  wc  tind 

by  Jcake,  that  this  town  was  mucli  watted  by  a  [test  in  the 

year  I5G3,  only  twelve  years  after  the  erection  of  this  house, 

and   which  was,  we  may   fairly  infer,  callrd   iiiu^  active   use. 

Wc  cannot  say  how  long  it  mis  apnlicd  lo  ils  original  paqMse, 

nor  how  long  it  remained  in  an  isolated  Htate  as  regarded  other 

buildings.      In   the  view  of  Rye,  in    the   century  in  which 

Weltcs'a  charity  was  given  to  the  town,  there  appeir,  about 

this  same  locality,  four  low  buildings,  having  no  houses  on  the 

cast,  north,  or  west  side  of  them,  while  those  which  npjiearon 

the  south  are  separntcd  from  them  by  a   pretty  considumble 

8[)ae«.     These  may  bare  been  the  building!)  constituting  the 

pcat'house,  but  wc  only  give  it  us  n  conjfcliirc.     It  !s  rather 

singular,  hut  Jeake  makes  no  sllusinn  to  this  ediBce.     How 

long  the  firat    biiiiding   continued    wc    cannot   say.      In   the 

mcmoiy  of  jxTsons  now  living  there  wm  an  old  house,  two 

stories  bieh,  standing,  and  which  was  pulled  down  in  the  year 

1784,  ana  the  two  cottages,  at  present  in  existence,  were  then 

erected  at  an  expense  to  the  corporation  of  45/.  7s.  Gd,    Thc*c 

are  occupied  by  two   poor  widows,  to  whom  they  afford  q 

eomfortable  asylum  in  their  old  age.     In  front  of  the  houses 

is  this  inscription. — "Rebuilt  by  the  corporation,  a.d.  VM, 

Thomas  Lamb,  Esq.,  mayor,  on  groimd  given  by  Alexander 

Welles,  jurat,  1660." 

From  this  we  learn  that  Mr.  Welles  uaa  a  jurat,  of  whi<^ 
we  were  not  before  aware. 

Tlie  next  charity  is  a  very  valuable  one  to  the  town  of  Rye. 
Thomaa  Peacock,  Esq.,  who  was  a  jurat  of  the  corporation, 
in  the  year  lfi3(i,  erected  a  handsome  edifice  on  the  south  aide 
of  the  Iligh  etreet,  facing  the  street  which  leads  up  to  the 
church ;  it  consists  of  two  lar^e  rooms,  one  on  the  ground  and 
one  on  the  first  floor;  at  the  back  is  a  yard  in  which  it  is  sup- 
posed be  intended  to  build  a  house  for  the  master,  as  here  arc 
still  lo  be  seen  the  remains  of  a  chimney  open  on  that  side, 
indicative  of  tUia  inieution,  but  which  was  frustmted  by  the 
troublesome  times  which  ensued  soon  afterwards;  at  the  back 
of  this  yard,  running  down  to   the   old  wall  of  the  town,  is  a 

Soti-sized  garden.  Ry  his  will,  dated  UiiH,  Mr.  Peacock  gave 
ew  prcmiHcs  in  trust  to  Mark  Thomas,  then  mayor  of  Itye, 
Richard  CfK-kram,  Joseph  Bi-iibricli,  jVlIen  Qrebcll,  Kichard 
Mill*,  KuUtI  Orwyn,  Edwanl  Benbrick,  and  Roger  Bamford, 
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then  jurats  of  Rye,  and  Edward  Miller,  of  Rye,  memr.    He  i1m 
conveyed  to  tliem  one  annuity  or  yearly  rent— <hai^  of  32/. 
issuing  out  of  a  cL-rtuin  bam>  up-lands,  and  mftnth-Iuuds.  cos- 
taining  l)y  estimation  fifty-six  acres,  situate  in  tlie  parisiics  of 
Rye  and  Udiuiore,  or  one  of  them  io  the  coiuity  of  Sussex; 
and  likenrtse  a  certain  annuity  of  4/.  anaing  out  of  a  tenement 
or  Diesauaf^,  utuate  id  the  Middle  street  of  the  town  of  RyCi 
called  the  Mermaid.    The  building,  erected  in  the  Higli  «tre<t. 
Rye,  was  to  be  employed  as  a  free  school,  crer  afterwards  to 
be  kept   thore    for    the  use    of    such    whooImMter  and  im 
Bcholars  as  should,  from  time  to  time,  be  nominated  and  allovcd 
to  keep  the  said  sclioul,  by  the  mayor  and  jurats  of  the  tomi 
of  Rye^  for  the  time  being,  or  by  the  greater  number  of  then; 
aod  also  the  rcnt-chargca  of  32/.  and  of  4/.  sboidd  be*  for  era* 
aftenvartls,  converted   and  employed  for  the  muintenance 
Buch  schoolmaster  as  should,  frum  time  to  time  be  api>uin 
and  nllnwfd  to  keep  school  there,  by  the  mayor,  jurats 
K-anird  counsel  of  the  said  town  of  Kyc,  ihc  repomtionB  of 
fencing  and  inclosins;  the  said  school-house,  bnek   side  and 
garden   being  first   deducted.       It  was  flirther  provided  that 
when  only  three  vere  remaining  nut  of  the  nine  feoHees  and 
grantees,  tlu-sc  three  should  convey  t}ie  Raid  nchool-house  *nd 
premises  to  the  use  of  themselves,  and  such  six  other  of  the 
chief  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Kyc,  as  shoukl  t>c  uomioalcd 
nnd  appointed  by  Ihc  mayor,  jurats,  and  learned  counsel  of  the 
•aid    town.      Lastly,   he   constituted   the   mayor,  jurats,   and 
learned  counsel   of  the  town   of  Hftstingn  ntiditorB  and  in- 
spectors of  his  school,  to  whom  yearly  the  trustees  should  be 
accouiituhtc,  and  in  case  ihcy  should  be  found  to  hare  aboaed 
or  misup|ilied  their  trust,  then  the  said  trust  should  demlfc 
on  the   mayor,  jurats,  and    Icnrncd  counsel    of    the   town   of 
Iliutinga.     In  1(J4'I  the  property  was  conveved  to  the  trustees 
by  the  executors  of  Peacock  who  was  then  dead. 

The  above  is  the  substance  of  the  will  ofThomiu  Pncock, 
by  which  wc  see  that  he  gave  a  school-room  and  other  premisea, 
together  with  an  endowment  of  tl2/.  arising  out  of  lands  pur- 
chased by  his  executors,  and  of  4/.  issuing  from  the  Merniuid 
Inn,  situated  in  what  was  then  railed  Middle,  but  now  Mer> 
maid,  street.  This  latter  annuity  was,  in  the  vear  17fi8, 
redeemed  for  the  eum  of  50/.,  which  was  lent  to  Cbt  inutees 
of  Saunders's  school  (of  which  wc  shall  spealt  hereafter),  who 
pay  Yearly  to  Peacock's  trustees  &0j.  Thus  the  annual  incmne 
of  Peacock's  school  is  3-1/.  lU<.,indc|>endent  ortheschool>hou.<ie 
and  giirdcn.  The  lands,  out  of  wtiicli  the  rent  chtu^e  of  S'it, 
arises,  are  called  Uplands,  CIifHandH,  Rj^c  Mnntbe^,  QrntM- 
borough,  and  Cadborough,  situate  ia  the  parish  of  Rye. 
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Hie  first  maacer  tpiwiuictl,  after  ihc  cstabliabracnt  of  the 
school,  was  Mr.  Ilart«liorii,  of  Mbom  it  has  been  said  he  wna 
very  irorthy  of  the  offnx,  «nd,  while  he  hcU  it,  he  (jualificd 
several  [)U|jiU  fur  the  univcntitj.  From  this  remark  it  Hcvms 
tbe  school  was  iheit  wtll  mana[;i'^l,  and  ha|>|>y  would  it  have 
been  for  the  trustt'ea  and  highly  advantageous  to  the  town, 
if  it  had  alwaya  been  equally  well  conducted^  but  such  was 
not  the  case. 

On  the  death  of  the  Rev.  Vf  r.  Collett,  in  1790,  the  Rev.  William 
Jackson,  in  17ijl,  vraa  api'ointed  (o  the  joiut  mast«rsliip  of 
Peacock's  and  Saundera's  schools,  when  they  were  &u  nmch 
Dcelected  tliat  (he  ntmiber  of  scholars  iu  the  tno  Mas  reduced 
•o  lov  OS  to  render  (hi-m  of  little  or  no  value  to  the  town,  as 
may  be  seen  by  the  following  accouBt ; 
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Tliis  neglect  was  now  become  so  glaringly  apparent  thai) 
in  the  year  1812,  an  application  for  redress  was  made  to 
llw  Court  of  Chancery  by  Captain  Thomaa  Clark,  a  native 
and  inhabitant  of  the  town  of  kye,  and  on  which  the  Master 
of  the  Rolls  did,  aftera  due  consideration  of  cieht  years,  give  his 
judgment,  in  the  year  lft*20,  as  follows:  "His  Honour  doth 
dvcWo  that  under  the  devise  cootnincd  in  James  Saundent's 
will,  to  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  town  counsel  of  the  town  and 
port  of  Rye,  on  estate  in  foe  of  and  in  thv  charity  cstiitea 
passed  to  the  said  defcndanta,  the  mayor,  iurats,  and  com- 
monalty of  the  town  and  port  of  Uyc,  and  their  successors 
as  a  corporate  body;  and  tiis  Honour  doth  declare  that  the 
said  defendants,  in  their  capacity  of  &  corporation,  are  trustees 
of  a  chanty  ^vcn  to  the  said  town  of  Uyc  by  the  baid  testator's 
will.  And  his  Honour  doth  order  that  the  schemes  approvfid  of 
by  the  master,  for  carrying  on  the  said  charities  in  his  report 
mentioned,  called  Saunders's  and  Peacock's  Charities  to  the 
town  and  port  of  Rye,  be  carried  into  clTcct,  and  the  schools, 
in  the  said  report  mentioned,  be  established  and  earned  on 
imder  the  rt^gtdationit  contained  in  the  Nwid  master's  report, 
from  the  qiinricr  day  next  following  that,  in  which  the  cosia 
of  this  suit,  hereinafter  directed  to  be  paid,  shall  be  fiiUy 
sutisGcd." 

The  regulations  alluded  to  were  these ;  the  two  schook  were 
to  be  Hcparuted  and  a  uiohlvr  ap]ioinl«d  to  each.  'Hie  master 
of  Peacock's  school  was  to  educate  fitly  boys,  and  Saunders's 
seventy.  The  ycjirly  accounts  of  Peacock's  and  Saunders's 
tchooti  to  be  kept  aeporatc  from  all  othen,  and  to  be  examined 
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and  ullowed  by  the  master  of  the  schools,  the  corporattoa  of 
Ityo,  And  the  corporation  of  Hns*tings,  and  »  copy  of  the  stsw 
to  he  tit'])t  by  each  of  thrsc  three  panics,  o\wa  to  the  inspection 
of  nny  of  the  inhubilnuts  on  the  first  of  <;very  month,  from 
ten  in  tilt-  morDin);  until  live  in  the  nncrnoon,  when  thej 
might  make  oxiracts.  These  are  the  prinripnl  regiilatiuus; 
but,  unforlUDatcly,  tht-y  were  not  to  be  carrivcl  into  effort 
until  the  costs  were  |uii<1,  which  amotintcd  to  the  enomiout 
sum  of  900^ ;  and,  having  been  ordered  to  be  liquidated  at 
the  rule  of  31)/.  a  year,  it  wdl,  of  course,  rrquirc  thirty  years  to 
discharge  it,  and,  as  the  decree  was  dnti-d  February  8th,  and 
10th,  lfi'20,  the  nhole  will  not  be  discharged  until  I'eb.  1850. 
However,  the  present  trustees,  to  obviate  the  disadtantsRes 
arising  out  of  this  suit,  as  far  as  possible,  did,  on  the  dtMith 
of  the  Uev.  William  Jackson,  in  182H,  separate  the  two  schools, 
appointing  the  Rev.  Robert  Itowe  Knott  master  of  Peacock's, 
and  Mr.  WilUum  Stone  Stocks  of  Stuuders's.  Under  the 
injinagement  of  Mr.  Knott  this  Ecfaool  wa«  greatly  itnprtived, 
am)  many  scholars  received  an  excelteot  classiest  (tlucatiun. 
On  the  latter  gentleman  leaving  the  town  in  1 H36,  the  present 
master,  Mr.  George  Easton,  vraa  appointed,  the  trustee*  re- 
quire him  to  educate  forty  boys,  to  whom  he  doc*  ample- justice, 
inalructiiig  those  in  Latin  whose  parents  require  it,  and  each 
scholar  in  all  useful  brancbea  of  learning.  Under  his  manag«> 
mcnl  the  school  is  of  great  value  to  the  town.  The  cducnboa 
bestowed  on  the  hoys  could  not  be  obtained  anywhere  at  a 
leas  expense  than  201.  each,  consequently  the  school  is  wonb 
to  the  patvnts  whose  children  are  educated  there  fully  ]<lWf. 
a  year.  Thus,  seeing  how  valtiable  this  establishment  is  to 
the  town,  «nd  how  excellent  a  master  now  premdes  over  it,  it 
ia  only  to  be  regretted  his  emoluments  are  so  inadequate  to 
his  services. 

In  the  year  1G57,  thirteen  years  after  the  commencement 
of  Peacock's  school,  a  commission  of  charitable  uses  for  the 
town  and  port  of  Rye  was  issued  by  Cromwi-ll,  of  which  the 
following  is  a  copv : 

"Oliver,  I^ord  Protector  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England, 
Scotland,  and  Ireland,  and  the  domynions  thereto  bclotu^OBi 
To  our  tnisty  and  well-l»cloved  Herbert  Moriev,  John  rs 
William    Hay,    Nathaniel    Powell,   John    Uusbmlge,   Thoi 

Collenn,  Samuel  Coote,  WiUiam  Spcnce,  Esq*. ;  Euwutl  P ^ 

of  Bnru-ash,  Thomas  Jealfes  of  Hastings,  John  Hverden  aS 
Sclscum,  Thonios  Brumfield  of  Udimore,  Mark  Thomas  of 
Rye,  and  John  Marten  of  Nortluam,  gentlemen,  grcctii 
Know  yec  that  wee,  for  the  due  excrution  of  a  certain  sta 
made  in   the   High  Court   of  ParUamcnt,  bolden  the  '.27tli: 
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October,  in  tli€-13d  year  of  the  reign  of  the  laie  QuceneEIiiabeth, 
eiuitulcd   an    Act    to  rcdrcsw;  iht    tnlsomplojinciit    of    laitds, 
goods,  nnd  stocks  of  money  heretofore  given  to  charitahlc  usea ; 
und,   IiariDK  fipcclal   trust   and   confidence   u»   your  ni»[>rovcd 
fidelities,  wisdomcs,  and  discretioim,  have  authorised  and  ap- 
pointed you  to  be  our  commissioucrB.     And,  by  these  presents, 
do  give  unto  you.  or  any  fewer  of  yon,  fnll  power  and  autliorily 
to  inquire  as  well  by  the  oatlica  of  twelve  liiwfiit  men,  or  more 
of  the  towne  and  port  ul  Rye,  in  the  county  of  Sussex  (as  well 
within  SB  without  liberties),  as  by  all  other  good  and  lawfull 
waics  and  nieuus,  according  to  the  purport  and  true  meaning 
of  the  said  statute,  what  lands,  tenements,  rents,  annuities, 
profits,  hercdiiameuH,  goods,   chaiiells,  money,  or   stocks   of 
money,  have  at  any  lime  or  times  heruloforc  byn  given,  lymiitcd, 
appointed,  or  a-tHigni-d  by  any  king  or  queenc  of  Englmid,  or 
by  any  other  well-disposed  |>erson  or  persons,  bodies,  polliiitjue 
or  corjwraLe,  for  the  relief  of  nj^'d,  imnoteiit,  and  poor  people, 
tuaii.teuance  of  sick  and  maynied  soldiers  or  oiariiicrs,  schools 
of  learning,  free  schools  or  schotars  in  universities,  repair  of 
bridges,  norts,  havens,  cawsewaies,  churches,  sealxinka,  or  liigh- 
waics,  eiloriilion,  or  prcftTrmciit  of  urpbun's   rrltefe,   stock  or 
maiiitcimncc  for  houses  of  correction,  mjuTiagira  of  pour  tnaydcs, 
aupjiortiilion,  aydc  or  help  of  young  tradesmen,  hniiilicriiltitmen, 
olfpcreons  decayed,  reliefc  or  redemption  of  prisoners  or  cap- 
tives, or  uyde  or  ease   of  any  poor  inhabitsiits  concerning 
payment  of  fifteeties,  scctiii^  out  of  auldicra  or  other  taxes  in 
any  pniish  or  plane  within  the  toxvnc  or  port  of  Rye  aforesaid. 
And  of  alt  and  stn<.>:ulur  the  ubusi-s  and  uiisdctucanoura,  breaches 
of  trusts,  negligence,  niisoinployment,  not  employing,  conceal- 
ing, defraudii);;,  inisconvcrliiig  or  misgovcrument  of  the  same 
lauds,  tenements, rents,  annuities,  profitts,  hereditaments,  goods, 
chattcUs,  money,  or  stock  of  money,  or  any  of  tbcm  heretofore 
given,  lymtltcd,  appointed,  or   avigned   to  or  for  any    the 
charitable  and   Kntlly  uses   before  n.-licHr»cd,  according  to   the 
pur|)ori  and  true  meaning  nf  the  said  statute.     And  u|X)n  such 
inquiry,  hearing  aitd  examining  thereof  to   sett   doivne  such 
orders,  judgments,  and  decrees  as  the  said  lands,  tenements, 
reuls,  aunuilica,  profitts,  hereditaments, goods,  chaticlls,  money, 
or  Blocks  uf  money,  may  be  ducly  and  faithfully  imployed  to 
and  fur  such  of  the  cliaritablc  uses  and  intents  before  rehearsed, 
reapectively  for  which  llicy  were  given,  lymillcd,  assigned,  ur 
appointed  by  the  donors  and  founders  thiTeof,  according  to  the 
purport  and  true  meaning  of  tlie  aiud  statute.     And  therefore 
wee  command  you  thtit,  at  certain  daics  and  places,  which  y^m 
or  noy  fower  or  more  of  you  sliall  appoint  in  this  behulfc ;  yc<! 
or  any  fon-cr  or  more  of  you  doe  make  diligent  inquiry  and 
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inqiiirie*  upon  l)io  prcmtEt^eit,  and  nil  nnd  Atn{rilnr  the  ffltnti 
mill  ull  other  things  appoi.-itctl  bv  the  said  »t»Lutc-,  fur  you  or 
any  fower  or  more  of  vow,  to  doe  and  execute,  thai  y«,  or 
fotvcr  uf  yuii  nt  the  Ica&t,  pcrforme,  doc,  und  cxccuU  with 
elibct,  ill  nil  points  nnd  in  even-  respect,  nccording  to  the  mid 
atntuic  and  the  triir  indent  and  meaning  ihrn-of.  And  ibc 
same  inqitisitinn  and  inquisitions,  and  every  of  them,  tcigethw 
with  all  dt-crcc-s,  j(idgmvnl§,  orders,  and  proceedings,  vhidi 
you  or  any  fower  or  more  of  you  shall,  accordinjf  to  the  mid 
stHtulc  thereupon,  make  or  sett  downe,  that  you,  or  fowcr,  or 
more  of  yoii,  have,  beforv  uk,  in  our  chancery,  with  all  con- 
venient Bpecde^  or,  at  the  furthest,  in  the  morrowc  of  the  I  luly 
Trinity,  next  couu-iii(;,  undiT  the  handa  and  scales  of  you  or 
nny  fowcr,  or  more  of  yon,  and  thi-  hands  and  scalca  of  them  by 
vlioiii  the  same  inquiMiiun  anil  int|uisition.i  »hall  be  Diade, 
logilher  with  iJiis  our  commission.  And  wee  also  ronuod, 
by  atithoriiy  hereof,  the  govcnwr  of  the  Castle  of  Dover,  his 
lieutenant  or  deputy  in  ulliee  there — that,  at  auch  tyuics,  daies, 
inul  plnees,  as  yon,  or  any  fower,  or  more  of  you  »lial)  (ip|>oiii( 
to  them,  they  shall  cause  to  come  heforc  you,  or  any  fower,  or 
more  of  you,  »ucli,  and  ais  many  honest  ntid  lawful  men  of  [he 
said  totriic  and  |>nrt  (as  well  within  liberties  an  without)  by 
whom  the  truth  in  the  premisses  may  best  he  know-nc  lo 
inquire  of  the  premises,  upon  their oatbes,  an  you,  or  any  fower, 
or  more  of  you,  shall  re<jiiirc  and  eomand  them.  Willing  bIw 
and  charjring,  and  cominuiidinj;  ull  und  singular  onr  justice* 
of  peiiee,  mayors,  sherifla,  bavlilfd,  ronstableft,  head  boroughs, 
and  all  other  utTiecrs  and  myniaterH  of  justice,  to  nhoni,  in  tbii 
case,  it  Ahall  or  may  apiierteyne  to  be  ayding,  helping,  assistiof;, 
unto  YOU  our  snid  coniinissiuuers,  or  to  any  fower,  or  more  of 
you,  lu  the  due  execution  of  this  our  eommitBion,  as  they  and 
every  of  tliem  tender  onr  pleasure,  nnd  t\  ill  unaware  the  rontniy 
at  their  uKermosl  perills.  In  witness  whereof  wee  have  caused 
theiM'Oiir  letters  of  i?oiiimii*%ion  to  be  sealixluitli  onr  ^^reat  scitlc. 

"Oiirtelf,  at  Westminster,  the  xecond  day  of  June,  in  ttic 
ycnrc  of  our  Lord  onr  tboutMind  six  buntlrrft  tiny-aeaven." 

To  this  document  is  appended  a  magniQcent  seal,  circular, 
almost  aix  inehes  in  dinmeter,  beating  on  one  nide  a  repre- 
sentation of  the  interior  of  the  Mouse  of  Commons,  with  the 
members  niMcmblcd.  the  speaker  presiding  in  his  ehuir  at  tht 
upper  cud,  with  two  i-lerkit  nTiting  at  a  tabic  below  him. 
Around  this  impression  is  the  inseriplion, — "  UiJl.  The  third 
year  of  fn.i;dom,  by  tiud'B  blcssjnK  restored-"  On  the  rev^-ne 
u  B  m8|>  ul'  (Jreat  Britain  and  Irebind ;  nn  the  upjier  part, 
betveen  the  two  islnniU,  is  a  ahield  bearing  a  croas,  (he  Mine 
n  i»  aeea  on  tbe  silver  coins  of  the  Commonwealtb  i  at  the 
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lower  U  anoilicr  shield  bearini*  the  liarp  of  Ireland.    TTie  water 

Mcpiiratinf^  Ireland  from  Grctit  liritain  is  caUcd  the  IrUh  S«a 
as  nl  present,  while  the  En^ilish  Cliaiinel  i%  there  designated 
ll»c  hii^lith  .Vc«.  This  iascri{)tion  encircles  it, — "  I'iJl.  Tlie 
prcat  sealc  of  Rnglnnd."  Of  ihc  origin  of  this  seal  we  have 
tbe  foltuwtng  account:  "  On  JaauaiT  9tb,  KMO,  a  committee 
of  the  House  of  Cummotia  \\m  appomtcd  to  consider  on  the 
propriety  of  hnvin^  n  new  grcnt  seal,  who  reported  it  should 
hove  on  one  side  the  map  of  Kngland,  Ireland,  Jersey,  uid 
Guern!«4'y,  with  the  arms  of  En»l»ml  and  Ireland,  and  the 
inscriplion — 'The  Otcat  Scale  of  Engluiid,  lf>48;'  and  that 
on  the  other  Hide  there  should  be  a  rcpnrsetitation  of  the  House 
of  Commons  sitting,  with  tbe  speaker  in  the  chair,  and  the 
inscription — 'In  the  tirst  year  of  freedom,  by  Ood's  blessing 
restored,  1648.*  This  seal  was  immediately  ordered,  and  a 
sum  of  60A  voted  towards  the  exiK-nsc  uf  making  it." 

When  this  commission  was  issued  tlicre  were  only  three 
charities  previously  founded  in  liye  that  we  are  aware  of,  and 
these  were  St.  Bartholomew's  Hoepilal,  Welles's  lazar-housc, 
and  Peacock's  ji^rammar-schuol ;  but  this  latter  had  been  only 
opened  about  seveu  years.  It  would  be  very  interesting  to 
see  the  return  (if  any  was  made)  to  this  commiaaion,  to  learn 
whether  the  firat  clim-iiy,  above  mentioned,  was  still  in  cxislcnW!, 
and  whtit  was  ita  then  state.  VVc  have  siud  if  any  return 
was  made,  for  we  rather  suspect  there  was  none,  from  tbe 
circumstance  of  the  commission  which  we  have  copied  being 
in  the  archives  of  the  town  of  Rye,  whicti,  wc  judge,  would 

kt  be  tlie  cafte  had  ft  return  betrn  made,  frum  the  fulloiving 
words  :  "And  the  same  inquisition  and  inquisitions,  &c.  &c., 
that  you,  or  any  fuwer  or  more  of  you,  have  before  \vt  in  our 
chancery,  with  all  convenient  spccde,  tkc^  together  with  this 
our  commiMion."  We  conclude  that,  with  the  return,  the 
commission  was  also  to  be  sent,  and  as  this  was  issued  in  June, 
1657,  and  Cromwell  died  in  September,  Iti&Si  the  whole  nutter 
fell  to  the  ground. 

AlIuMun  is  made,  in  this  commission,  to  a  certain  statute 
made  by  that  wise  and  energetic  Queen  F.ltzahctli,  by  virtue 
of  which  it  was  issued.  Had  this  low  been  more  frequently 
acted  upon.  Lord  Brougham's  "  Commt&sion  for  inquiring  con- 
cerning charities"  need  nut  have  been  issued  in  1818.  The 
pious  and  benevolent  intentions  of  the  originnl  donors  would 
not  have  been  so  shamefully  perverted  as,  m  many  instances, 
they  were ;  the  poor  would  not  have  been  robbed  of  ihcir 
inheritance,  und  tlie  rich  would  not  have  been  disgraced  by  a 
])Brtlcinalaon  in  the  iniquity  of  tbe  aces  whereby  tbe  robbery 
waa  effected. 
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The   next  charity,    in  point   of    lime  and   imnortAncCt  is  I 
Saiiudere's  school.      James  Saunders,  of  WinclielHeJi,  in  the  I 
county   of  Si'ascx,   yeoman,   by  hia  liist   will   niul   testament,  I 
beftring  date  January  7tli,    171*8,  appointed  WilliBm    Mercer  ) 
nnd  Jolin  Tildcn  liis  cscculors,  and   iiWn  iiBtnttl  crrtain  other 
persons  to  be  overseers  to  aisist  his  executory,  and  he  dirccteil 
thcM,  with  all  convenient  speed,  to  place  out  at  iaterot,  <m 
good  Becurity,  nil  and  sin^ilar  the  reninin<lcr  of  his  personal   ■ 
estate,  and  sliould  so  continue  oiU  the  same  for  the  space  of  I 
ten  years  after  hie  decease;  and  he  also  dirrctcd  his  exccutora 
tn  receive  and  take  up  the  yearly  rent*  and  jirotilit  of  nil  and 
singular  the  messuages,   lands,  and  tcnemcnia,  in  the  Isle  of 
Oxiiev,  or  clBewherc,  for  and  during  the  full  term  of  ten  ycar» 
after  his  decease  and  no  louj^r  ;  but  that  his  executors  should,   I 
from  time  to  time,  as  they  should  receive  the  same,  by  and  wilh    ' 
the  consent  of  his   said  overseers,  or  the  majority  of  them, 
place  out  tile  suid  rents  and  profits  so  receiv«l  al  interest  on    | 
good  security^  and  should  so  continue  the  same  until  the  end    | 
often  years  nftcr  his  decease.     And  at  the  end  of  these  ten 
years  he  directed  his  executors  to  call  in  all  bis  pe.rsoiial  estate 
both  pinncipftl  and  interest,  and  all  the  principal  money  arinng 
from  the  rents  and  profits  of  bis  said  estate,  with  tlie  interest 
thereof,  if  any  had  been  made.     And  he  directed  his  executors, 
with  Ui«apprul>iition  and  consent  of  thcowrsecw,  ora  majority 
of  (hem,  to  purcliosc  a  good  freehold,  mesaua^,  lands,  tcnc- 
tnenta,  or  hereditaments,  in  the  counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex, 
or  one  of  them,  with  nil  his  personal  estate  and  the  interest 
thereof,  mid  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  of  his  said  real  estate 
wilh  the  interest  themof,  which  said  freehold  lands,  tenements, 
and  herecli laments,  «-ith  their  appurtenances  he  directed,  should 
be  purchiuted  in  the  iinme  of  and  settled  upon  the  right  wor- 
sliinlul  the  mayor,  juratn,  and  town  counsel  of  the  ancient  town 
of  Kye,  for  the  time  hving  nnd  their  successors  far  ever,  upoa 
trust  and  confidence,  that   the  said  mayor,  jurats,  and  lovm 
counsel,  should,  immediately  from  and   ailcr  purchasing  tbe 
Mid  premises,  provide  a  good  convenient  ^rluiul  in  the  suid 
town,  and  should  also  pi-ovide  a  good,  sober,  and  discreet  schooU 
tnasler,  who  should  teach  and  instruct  the  poor  childnm  of  the 
aneienl  town  aforesaid,  to  rcail  in   ICngliiih,  and  write,  and  cast 
up  accounts,  and  to  teach   and   instruct  tbem  in  the   art  of 
navigation,  (gratis,  so  ns  they  should  nut  exceed  (he  number 
seventy  at  any  one  time,  and  that  the  said  cliildren  should  be 
Bent  by  the  nomination  of  mayor,  jurats,  and  town  couusel  of 
the  ancient  town  of  Uyc  for  the  time  being,  and  that  the  »a!d 
Bcbool  abould  be  continued  in  the  said  town  of  Kyc  for  ever 
hereafter,  end  that  the  said  yearly  rents  and  protiis  (hereof,  that 
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wu  to  Bay»of  all  and  singular  the  messunge*,  lands,  tenements, 
and  hereuttamenta,  so  to  be  purcbaaed,  as  nforesaid  should  be, 
from  time  to  time,  for  e\-er  thereafter  received  by  the  wiid  mn^or, 
juratji,  and  towu  counsel  of  the  satd  ancient  ttiwn  of  Rye  for  the 
time  being,  and  ubiiultl  be  by  tlieiii  jmid  yr»rly  to  the  said 
schnolmaatcr  for  such  service  und  cure  therein,  mi  as  the  rent 
of  tbc  snid  school  be  thereout  fimt  deducted  nnd  poid.  And  the 
said  testator  thereby  expressed  his  will  to  be,  that  the  said 
mayor,  jurot«,  and  town  counsel  of  the  ancient  town  of  Rye,  for 
the  time  In-iog,  should,  for  ever  after  the  founding  the  &aid  school, 
be  taken,  deemed,  and  accounted  to  be  the  governors  of  the 
said  free  charity  school,  iindtlmt  tbvy  or  the  mnjorlty  of  llicm 
should  for  ever  have  the  nomination  and  itppointment  of  sucli 
schoolmRstcrs,  and  should  liave  fidl  pnwcr  and  authority  to 
remove,  put  out,  and  ditipluce  such  said  schooltnasteTs  at  aur 
time  whatever,  upon  his  neglect  of  the  said  school  or  insuf- 
ficiency in  manai^ing  tbc  same ;  but  should  within  three  months 
next,  after  the  dcnth  or  n-movnl  of  any  wchoolm asters,  nominate 
and  appoint  another  sober  and  discreet  person  that  should  be 
fie  for  such  an  employ. 

Mr.  James  Saunders,  the  founder  of  this  school,  died  in  1709; 
when,  pursuant  to  the  directions  contained  in  his  n'ill,  his  exe- 
cutors, iu  the  year  1719,  sold  and  conveyed  an  estate  in  the 
Krifih  of  Udimore,  adjoining  that  of  Kye,  on  the  tiorlfa^west,  to 
lilip  Oybbon  and  otbers,  in  consideration  of  7'iO/.,  in  tnist, 
for  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  town  counsel  of  Rye.  for  the  mainte- 
nance mid  su|iporC  of  the  charity  school  in  Rye.  This  estate  is 
now  known  by  the  name  of  the  School-house  Kami,  and  con- 
tains as  follo^vs : 


Laiiillanl'*  (oi  QnCiide)  mtnram 
Tnaitb'  (or  Itiilik)      ditto 


A.   a.    r. 
SO    I     H 

44    J    ST 


Besides  the  rent  of  this  laud,  there  ivas  a  drowned  rent,  thnt 
is,  a  rent  i&<iuiiif(  out  of  twelve  acres  of  land  in  the  Wet  I^cvcl, 
in  tlie  parish  of  Witursham,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  overflowed 
al  times  by  the  fresh  waters  in  the  acaaon  of  floods,  and  which 
amounted  to  7/.  lOs.  a  year;  but  out  of  which  was  deducted  I/, 
a  year  for  land-tax.  At  the  time  the  farm  was  purchased  there 
was  a  mortgage  of  2M>/.  upon  it,  the  interest  of  which  had  also 
to  he  d«Uu-ted  from  the  rent  ;  but  we  must  defer  the  hntincial 
Mort  of  (be  school  for  the  present,  as  a  mure  tilting  time  for  its 
introduction  will  offer  itself  hereaOer. 

On  March  19th,  1720,  the  trustees  met  and  drew  up  the  fol* 
lowing  articles  for  ibc  management  ot  the  school,  the  original 
of  which  is  still  among  the  rewmls  of  the  town  of  Rye. 

*'  Articles  of  <iualiIicBlion  for  a  caadidnte  to  be  master  of  the 
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charity  school  within  the  town  of  Rye,  founded  by  JamM 
8aiiii(lEra,  late  of  Winchclnca,  ia  the  county  of  Sussex,  yeoman, 
dccvBScd,  agreed  upon  the  lyth  Mar<;h,  ITJO,  by  Allen  Grcbvll, 
mayor  of  the  aaid  town  of  Bye,  Nicholas  Mannooch,  Tbotnaa 
Grebcll,  Thomas  Mnrrow,  Walter  Waters,  Murgan  Wanicr, 
ItichBTii  Hifrgiiis.  Ralph  Norton,  Xalhanicl  Plgmm,  John  SUdo, 
Simiiel  Ji'jike,  and  Jnnics  Lamb,  jurats  of  Kve  albresaid,  uid 
Jcffi-ry  Gilbert,  Esq.,  k-arncd  couiiae!  in  the  law  of  th«  said 
town,  pursuant  to  the  last  will  uud  tcfttoment  of  the  said  Jumcs 
Saunders,  as  follows : 

"  1st.  Imprimis.  That  he  be  a  man  well  affected  to  his  Ma- 
jeaty  King  George  and  the  present  constitution  ;  n  mail  of  a 
sober  convcrisatton,  good  morula  and  tnuuners,  and  especially 
one  who  hath  not  misbehaved  himself,  or  {pvcn  any  just  cause 
of  oQcuoe  to  this  corporatiyn  of  Iljc. 

**  2d.  Item.  That  he  be  well  qualified  to  fulfil  the  said  will  at 
tbe  said  founder  in  teaching  to  rend  and  write,  and  p&rticulorijr 
arithmetic  oud  navigation  in  all  their  parts. 

"  ^d.  Item,  'i'hat  no  freeman  ttf  thia  corporation  ahall  be  ca- 
pable of  being  chosen  a  Rchoolinaalcr. 

"  4tli.  Item.  That  no  jwrson  iv)ii>  liaa  in  any  former  achool 
misbehaved  himself,  or  neglected  his  duty,  shall  be  cajtable  of 
being  chosen  a  schoolmaster." 

On  March  'ZAth,  172D,  tlic  same  tnisCccs  again  met,  aud 
framed  the  following  orders  and  directions  for  the  better  go- 
vernment of  the  aamc  school,  riz-: 

*'  isi.  Imprimis.  Tliiii  the  rru&tees  for  the  time  being  provide 
a  convenient  school-ruum,  und  a  good,  luihcr,  diiwrect,  and 
leimed  master,  who  sliall  answer  the  scvernl  ciuolificatiaiu  set 
down  and  annexed  to  these  present  articles;  which  said  master 
shall  be  elected  and  placed  for  the  space  of  three  yciirs  from 
Lady-day  next  ensuing,  ami  from  the  cxpiralioii  of  the  said 
three,  for  three  ycant  lonj^-r,  and  so  from  throe  ycara  to  three 
years;  ond  shall  he  altn\v(td,  for  his  care  uiid  pains  in  teaching 
of  the  charity  children  of  the  said  town  of  Rvc,  for  the  Qret 
three  nftcr  the  rate  of  twenty  jwunds  per  annum,  to  be  putd 
quarterly ;  and  from  and  after  tlie  aoid  years,  such  allowance  as 
the  estate  purchased  for  the  use  of  the  said  charity  school  will 
admit  (considcmtioa  being  bad  to  the  incumbrance  thereon). 

"  "id.  Item.  That  the  founder  of  the  .viid  school  being  a  dis- 
senter, and  no  person  or  [M-r.soiis,  cither  of  the  Church  of  Kng- 
hind  or  of  the  Proteaiunt  diMcnicrs,  hciii^  excluded  by  the 
foundcr'n  ntil  from  the  mme  privilege  with  thoac  of  bis  own 
persuasion,  no  schooler  or  schoolers  shall  be  required  by  tba 
master  to  goe  to  any  certain  place  of  norship,  or  to  Icam  anr 
Catochiam,  without  the  consent  aud  approbauun  of  bis  or  tbeir 
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pirents  or  (piardianH,  no  us  they  f^e  to  Kyme  place  of  worship  on 
tvtrrv  Lord's  dny  fnioliiu-stor  other  infiriniiicn  cxctpU'd). 

•'  Jd.  Item.  That  ihc  Rchoohnasler  for  Ihc  lime  Ix'ing  shnll  not 
■iificr  his  Dcholk-m  to  u»c  ur  "jR-«k  nriy  "j»[iri>hri<ius  or  r<.-[>ruuc)iful 
InnpiBf^  to  or  against  the  other  Hchnllrrs,  upon  the  account  of 
tlic  awid  scfaoUcn  ur  tbcir  {Mrcnts  being  I'rotcHtAnl  di«8«iit(-rs. 

*'  4th.  Item.  That  the  schoolmjister  nhall  exhort  his  scUoUcrs 
togoetowrae  pUce  of  worship  upon  every  lord's  day;  nnd 
upon  every  Monday  morning  (or  the  first  time  of  their  coming 
to  siihool  thnt  week)  shall  examine  his  siud  sehoUerH  ifthey  have 
been  nl  $omv  place  of  worship,  and  in  cftsc  thcv  hnvc  not,  nnd 
refuse  or  neglect  so  to  do,  that  then  such  scfioUers  shall  b« 
dtKintHScd  by  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  totrn  couusel  for  the  time 
being,  or  the  major  port  of  them. 

"  fith.  Itvm.  Tlutt  the  scboolmastcr  shnll  carefully  and  diligently 
teach  and  instruct  such  children  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town 
and  pnrijih  of  K.yc  nn  ithall  be  »ta.l  M  the  !u;hool  upon  the  fuun- 
datioa  by  the  tnintccR  (so  as  such  children  do  nut  exceed  the 
mimbcr  of  seventy  nl  any  one  time)  to  read  English,  to  write, 
to  r^ist  accounts,  and  in  the  arts  of  arithmetic  aiul  navigation, 
freely,  without  demnndinj;  or  requiring  any  money  or  other 
reward,  directly  or  indirectly,  for  hia  care  and  pains  therein. 
The  names  of  such  schollers  shall  be  registered  in  this  liook  to 
be  kept  for  that  purpose  in  the  court-hall  lit  ttye,  with  the 
times  of  csch  acltulier's  admission  ;  and  the  master  shall  keep 
the  like  register,  and  shall  compare  the  same  with  tliis  four 
time*  in  every  year,  within  fonrt«en  days  nest  after  each  and 
every  ibe  following  feasts,  viz.  Chris  Imns-day,  I.fldydAy,  Mid- 
sumnier-dity,  Michael iua»-day,  and  at  such  other  times  as  the 
triLsli'CB  shall  require. 

"  fitli.  Item.  That  the  master  shall  deliver  into  the  court-hall 
of  Rye  a  true  register,  under  his  hand,  of  all  such  persona  or 
BcholleTB  as  shall  be  by  hiui  t4iu;fht  in  the  said  schcMl,  not  on 
the  foundation,  with  the  time  of  their  admission  and  leaving  the 
school,  in  such  manner  and  form  us  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
required  and  directed  by  the  tnisteca, 

*'  7th.  Item.  That  if  the  said  master  shall  be  chose  n  freeman 
of  the  town  of  Bye,  then  he  shall  be  i/aa  f'a<lo  dcprivcU  of  his 
mastership,  and  be  absolutely  incajiaeitated  to  be  re  elected 
schoolmaster  of  the  said  schouL 

"  (yth.  Item-  Thai  the  master  shall  bccin  on  March  10th  in 
every  year,  and  so  continue  every  school-day  until  October  10th 
then  ucxl  followiiiR.  to  teach  his  schoUera  at  seven  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  and  shidl  not  leave  until  6ve  o'clock  in  the  evening 
(except  two  hours  about  noon  on  every  such  day,  ami  also  ex- 
cept the  holydays  as  they  come  in  course  Saturdays  in  the 
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■fiemoon,  and  from  three  a'dodc  <m  "nmsadayB  in  the  «fi«r- 
aooa) ;  and  shall  begin  on  October  luth  io  errry  year,  and  m 
coatinuc  every  tchool-day  ontil  M«reh  lOth  then  next  foOov- 
log)  to  Ccacii  hb  M-lioUcn  at  eight  o'clock  ia  the  moaung^  aod 
tfcftU  not  leave  off  until  {oar  o'clock  in  the  ereaiaK  dnxing  the 
tfane  laM  BKDboocd  (except  udc  hour  uA  a  bitf  aoout  dooq  ia 
mry  luch  da;,  and  except  aoch  daya  aa  before  exeepCod). 

"  tith.  Item.  That  the  tjoMa  of  racatW  or  recess  shall  be  i 
follow,  rix,  not  exceedioz  tventy  dayt  at  Chriftimas,  ten  d&yal 
Eaater,  ten  days  at  WUiUuniidc,  and  three  days  at  Bartfiold 
mewtide. 

**  loth.  Item.  That  the  tnaatcr  tliall  tiot  abaent  himadf  frott 
the  aaid  school  (cxocpiiii);  bolydays  and  times  as  are  hemn- 
befoK  paniciiUrly  meiilioned,  or  shall  be  presented  bysickaeH 
or  other  iufinnitits)  without  leave  of  tlic  iruslces, 

**  I  Ith.  Item.  That  irheo  it  shall  happen  that  the  mutcr  shall 
bo  visited  with  any  sicknesa  or  diteaac,  yet  his  saWr  or  altow- 
anee  aupiutcd  for  his  maintenance  Bhatl  be  fuDv  ulJowed  and 

Eiid  hiin  during  his  nickncits  or  ilistnuK',  provided  thnt  his  place 
e,  nilliin  convenient  time  and  in  a  reasonable  and  tilting  man- 
Dcr,  supplied  by  his  di-puty,  at  the  proper  cost  and  char)^  of 
tttc  suid  maxtcr. 

**  12tb.  item.  That  whereas  the  donation  of  the  said  chanty 
•chool  vds  principally  intended  for  the  benefit  uf  the  poor  diil- 
dren  of  the  town  and  [xirish  of  Ityc,  if  the  said  master  shnll  take 
or  receive  any  atnuieers  of  other  parishes  to  be  scliollcre,  or  so 
great  a  nitmber  of  the  town  of  Kyc  (not  of  the  foundaiioa)  m 
thftt  he  ciiiinot  duly,  a«  he  ought,  by  reason  of  the  multitude  of 
hia  schoUera,  teach  tind  instruct  the  ctumty  children  uf  the  said 
town  and  parish  uf  Uve,  iheu  the  said  mnatcr  ahntl,  at  lib  own 
pruper  cost  and  charftcs,  provide  a  sober,  disereet,  and  proper 
deputy  under  him,  or  in  default  thereof,  thut  then  ihc  said 
trunices  shall  limit  the  said  master  to  a  certain  numbo*  of 
sclioUers  that  are  not  on  the  fuuiidution,  above  which  number 
it  sbnlL  nut  be  lawful  for  the  said  master  to  receive  or  take  any 
other  sehnllers. 

"  13th.  Item.  That  the  mayor,  jurau,  and  town  counsel  for 
the  time  betnit  sliall  be  overseers  and  \'iRitors  of  tlie  said  school ; 
and  thni  thry,  or  the  major  part  uf  them,  calling  to  tbcir  luaiat- 
anre  «urh  person  ur  persons  as  they  shall  think  6t  (if  they  ahall 
think  tit  to  <^1  any)  shall  have  aulhority,  annually,  or  a*  often 
ns  they  plcusv,  tu  gue  into  the  said  school,  and  lliere  to  inspect, 
rxauiiiir,  ami  |>rovc  the  aehtillers,  and  to  inform  themnclvcn  hov 
(be  said  master  bus  observed  and  kept  these  present  articles 
and  orders,  and  if  they  shall  find  out  any  great  miflcct  or  de- 
faullj  the  ncliDolmastcr  fur  the  time  being  may  be  discharged 
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and  disfilaced  by  the  mayor,  jurats,  and  town  counsel  for  the 
time  l»cin{»,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  sn^tliing  Iwforc  in  these 
present  articles  mentiuneU  to  the  contrary  thereof  notM'itb- 
standing. 

"  I4lh.  Item,  That  every  sdiootmastcr  of  the  some  school 
shnll  have  a  true  copy  of  these  present  articles,  orders,  and 
directions,  to  be  by  him,  or  at  l>i«  cost  and  charge,  copied  and 
written  out,  which  he  shall  keep  by  him,  to  the  end  that  he  may 
from  time  to  time  the  better  ob»er\-e,  perform,  and  keep  the 
same." 

TliCflc  arliclcs,  thou(;h  framed  as  far  back  as  1730,  remain, 
down  to  (his  year  I**45,  with  very  slight  alterations,  and  these 
relnte  to  the  liours  of  going  into  school,  and  the  periods  fix<^  for 
the  vacations.  As  regards  the  first,  instead  of  going  into  school 
at  seven  in  the  morning  from  March  to  October,  and  at  eight 
from  October  to  March,  the  boys  enter  all  the  year  round  at 
nine;  wliile,  instead  of  having  twenty  days'  holiday  at  Christ- 
ma*,  ten  at  Easter,  ten  nt  Whitauniide,  and  three  at  Bartholo- 
mtwtide,  they  now  have  fourteen  at  Christmas,  fourtveii  at 
Midsummer,  and  Hflcen  in  the  hop-picking  season,  which  is 
generally  in  September,  when  they  go  aod  assist  their  parents 
at  this  work. 

Having  settled  the  qualification  of  the  master  and  framed  the 
rules  for  the  school,  the  trustees,  on  the  same  24lh  March, 
1730,  proceeded  to  choose  a  master,  and  the  following  ia  u  list 
of  these,  with  the  date  of  their  respective  appointmenu,  viz  i 


1T30,  M>f«li  »4I1> 

itss 


Mr.  Wmm  H*«nrf. 
Mr.  Wmiimi  WjbuurD. 


1114,  Non-mbcT  »it    Mr.Jolin  Moitbrn. 
Ilea,  j\pnl  ICrth  Mr.  CtwrEB  JiFwbuM. 

1T)3.  Jinituy  I3(b        Mr.  Joliii  I{.1L 
nso,  Jul;  7lb  Iter.  Eilwinl  L««c«  nemtng. 

ITHS,  .Mar  3M  Mi.  Jolin  Sluiloj. 

nei,  Mny  lOlb  Hut.  Wlllkoi  Jiickwn. 

n«,  Srptpmhrr  S9Ui  IU-».  John  31nin#on  Mjpk. 
IMl.JanuBijMUi       Mr.    WiUiani   Slone  Slocki, 
■naiM  In  IMA. 


(ho  li  tbe  pr(»cnl 


According  to  tile  seventh  article,  any  master  who  should  be 
chosen  a  fretmnn  of  the  corporation  of  Rye  was  to  be  incapaci- 
tated from  holding  the  otiice  any  longer;  but  Mr.  John  llogbea 
having  been  made  a  freeman  on  August  20,  1760,  while  muter 
of  Saunders's  school,  this  rule  woa  rc|Keled  on  the  very  lame 
day,  and  Mr.  Hogben  was  continued  in  his  office;  the  reason  of 
doing  away  with  this  n-gulatton  bcingxtated  tobe,  that  it  might 
'*  tend  to  discourage  persons  of  ability  from  offering  themsclvva 
at  candidates  for  me  mastership  of  the  said  school  upon  any 
future  vacancy."  We  are  not  surprised  at  this  change;  but 
only  wonder  why  the  article  was  ever  firuiud. 
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We  fire  the  foUaving  list  or  the  boys  vbo  vett  &nt  admtUed 
into  thts  sehool,  as  it  may  be  intercstiD^  to  trace  the  cluuigc*^ 
which  have  occurred  among  the  family  u&mes  herein. 


John  lli>ri. 

U'lllUinColJrn, 

Edrud,  fjo  of  Winiwi  Fovl- 

RJcbutl,  con  uf  Ricbarl  t-'a«L 

Bd«uii>  ton  of  John  Aiam*. 

Ednid  Valeia. 

JUM*  »>lch. 

Jobn  KtdMT. 

TbMMn  P««*L 

lawli  Herion. 

Rldunl  Tajbr. 

Ilulvrt  UtcHul. 

Jolin  llaotuel. 

Ji>liii,  (On  of  Joha  Dwld,  Uie  mlon. 


VUltui,  torn  of  Ricbwd  Fowl. 

Otwy  W«tl. 

Joowf  Scon. 

WUllMi  lloMon. 

TbMuu,  fM  of  TbomM  BrcHlft. 

RIcbainl.HiBOf  JttbdLockvl. 

DmtilSwiln. 

Tbonu  Gilbert. 

Ilrnr;  RJwar4i, 
WlllUm  AiUwa. 
TbMBu  GraiUii^. 
Mlduel  Cluadlet. 


These  were  the  lirst  who  were  admitted ;  twcnty-tbree  oti 
April  lyth,  1720,  and  nix  on  Pclmmry  iJ'Hli,  1721.  The  num- 
ber never  »cema  to  hare  brrn  very  great  ai  any  one  lime,  ihe 
stiiHilatcd  maximum  of  seventy  hnving  never  been  reachetl  un- 
til January'  6tfa|  1730t  ten  years  uftcr  the  tirst  u|)ctiing  of  the 
school,  when  many  of  thoM  originally  ndmitled  had  leA,  as  ap- 
pean  by  the  register  in  which  the  time  of  leaving  is  wC  BgainsC 
the  nnme  of  each  boy  on  his  cntrnnre,  and  from  this  wc  sec 
that  no  less  thnn  flfVy-tno  hsd  lcl\,  leaving  only  cightwn  in  tho 
aehonl  lit  this  time. 

Wh«n  this  school  and  Pca<:ocI('8  were  hoth  uIjk-ckI  imdcr 
one  master  in  1792,  the  achulurs  became  very  few  indeed,  being 
sometimes  not  more  hnn  twelve;  but  according  to  the  decree 
of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls  in  1820,  aAer  the  expenses  of  this 
anit  should  be  paid,  the  mnnbtrof  boys  wn*  fixcil,  according  to 
the  will  of  the  founder,  not  to  exceed  seventy  ;  but  as  this  debt 
will  not  be  fully  diRchnrfrcd  until  the  year  IH.'iO,  the  trustees 
having  HC|>aratcd  the  ichoots  on  the  death  of  Mr.  Jackson,  in 
1828,  allotted  the  number  of  forty  to  the  present  master,  which 
is  gfnfrally  boriic  on  hU  register,  thnugh  it  is  with  fircnt  dif- 
ficulty they  can  be  mode  to  attend.  Indeed  it  is  n  melincholy 
tnith  that  nf-ithcr  ehi!ctr«ii  nor  |Kirents  seem  to  have  n  just  idea 
of  the  great  value  of  eilucntiun;  of  what  chances  it  gives  tliem  of 
rising  m  the  scnle  of  society,  its  tUn  wheel  of  fortune  ninkcs  its 
great  rcvolutionBry  cycles.  It  is  also  to  be  regretted  that  the 
seafaring  class  of  inhabitants  do  nnl  avail  themselves  of  the  ad- 
vantages here  offered  them,  of  having  their  children  tustructcil 
in  the  iiuble  and  useful  science  of  navigation. 

The  number  of  boys  admitted  since  ihc  first  foundation  of  the 
school  is  1004.     Up  to  1792  there  had  been  33) ;  from  171^2  tn 
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1820  ttiero  were  only  175  new  admissions;  while  fWnn  1R20 
(the  date  of  the  Chancery  decree)  to  1828,  there  were  1"7,  be- 
ing two  rooro  in  these  eight  years  than  in  the  preceding  28  j 
while  from  1828  to  1845,  a  period  of  only  17  years,  HJI  fresh 
scholars  were  admitted,  fully  sbowing  the  ^ood  etTecta  aming 
out  of  the  deciftjOD  of  the  Master  of  the  Rolls,  and  the  ueces- 
aitr  which  uiiforluaately  then  existed  for  thia  extreme  measure. 

We  ahail  novr  proceed  to  the  ejiamination  of  the  Bnanctal 
portion  of  Saunders's  BchuuL 

The  farm  consisted  of  44a.  3r.  27/).  of  land,  which  waa  pur- 
chased for  720/.,  leaving  a  mortga^  on  it  of  2^0/.,  the  interest 
ofvhich  was  to  be  paid  out  of  tbc  rent;  but  what  this  latter 
amounted  to  it  in  ditlicult  to  nay,  and,  in  the  absence  of  any 
direct  account,  we  must  endeavour  to  make  it  out  in  the  best 
wav  wc  can. 

In  the  first  article  drawu  up  for  the  regtilation  of  the  school, 
w«  find  it  settled  that  the  master  was  to  have  for  the  first  three 
years  2^U.  a  year,  and  after  the  aaid  years,  such  allowoacc  aa  the 
estate  vould  admit  (consideration  being  had  to  the  inciimbrancea 
thereon).  Besides  this  20/.  be  was  to  receive*)*,  a  year  to  pay 
for  the  hire  of  a  achuol-ruom.  We  have  before  stated,  that  in- 
dependent of  the  farm,  there  %vas  an  aaniiity  of  7/.  \i)t.  arisin;; 
out  of  certain  drowned  lund»  at  VVitter^hani,  out  of  which  was 
to  be  deducted  If.  a  year  for  land-tax,  leaving  a  balance  of  only 
6/.  lOs. 

We  hax'e  aeon  no  receipts  for  the  salary  paid  to  the  school- 
maater  prcTinnsly  to  1736,  when  we  have  one  siened  by  William 
Wybouni,  iimounting  to  22/.,  which  gives  20/.  for  salary  and 
21.  for  rent  of  school-room  ;  and  this  is  the  e\iict  sum  agreed  on 
at  the  very  commencement.     From  these  data  we  may  learn 

Che  rem  of  the  farm  to  be  as  under  i 

£.  I.  d. 
Anount  at  nlai7  ■  iO    «    0 

DrawiMd  Miit(iledaeUiigliuid-tu,S(M.)  It  10    0 

la  10    0 
iBtrnntoalMLaKpvemt  perannam         10    0    0 


Total  nst  of  ttam 


£23   10    0 


which  gives  an  annual  rent  of  little  more  than  lOi.  an  nere,  and 
this  Wale  of  things  continued  until  the  year  1769,  when  we  find 
the  following  receipt: 

"January    I5th,  1759.    R«ectved  of  Mr.  Jeremiah   Curteis, 

I  eighteen  [wunds  seven  shillings  and  serenpcnce  three  fantiings, 

'  for  one  year's  salary  (being  the  net  produce  for  one  year  of  the 

arhofil  lands,  except  Mr.  Jones's  interest,  being  two  pound* 

ten  ahtllings,  which  Is  not  paid  tbia  year,  being  usually  paid  but 
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ooce  in  fonr  yean)  and  scbool  rent,  due  to  me  as  Lady-daj, 
176S,  u  master  of  the  free  »clioot  fouoded  by  the  will  ik  Mr. 
Jamca  Saiindersi  deceaaed.    Bj  me, 

«  ix/,  7..  7Ji/.  "J.  nooBB.v." 

The  2A  lOt.  «Uudcd  to  In  this  rewipt  must  have  brco  the  in- 
terest for  the  3(t/.  borrowed  nf  Peacock's  tmsle«s,  being  the 
moncT  received  by  them  for  the  rcdempiioii  of  tlic  anouily  of 
4/  anaing  out  nf  the  Mermaid  Inn,  and  which  was  redeemed  in 
175S  for  this  turn  of  5(V.,  uid  lent  to  S«under»'s  trust. 


TbM,  Irum  ikU  mm  ol 

WB  maal  dadact  thte  Intenat    Alt    •  \ 


UrowiMd  rant 


AddliilentlaatM/. 

Ctatr  •nniul  mit  of  Um  oo\f 


19    T     1| 

I  1«     0 


13  n 
e  IV 

3  T 

10  0 

'1 

1 

£IT    1     1| 


The  Sfllfuy,  after  this  time,  differing  from  year  to  jear,  we 
give  it  up  to  the  year  1771,  as  follows: 


I'OH.  Jul;  i\h,  bnUa  jprar  • 

ITna.Jmionr)'  Htb.dllhl 
1101,  Januat;  litb,  on  MCMdtit 

lU.y  f4tb,  la  HldMclmo*,  n«l 
116.'),  Jalv  lib  • 

n*l,  JiilfM 
nw,  AiiK<wtOUi,baU-jcar'i  nal  «f  bnn, 
aflmJntittUng  bllb    .     £||     «    31 
Two  j»»n"  drewiml  WDta       It  14    0(" 
Tbwrent  of  Utefun  wo*,  to  MIcbMUnu,  ITSI 
Drovncd  rcnla  lo  Ladj-doj,  IIM 


c  « 

rf. 

11  l» 

«  l» 

10  0 

19  IS 

11  1 

0  IS 

4| 

n  la 

4    • 


100  1 
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»1 

ft 

S3  17 

»l 

«  IS 

10  0 

s 
a 

IMuet  MTen  yenn'  drowiwaj  Nab,  st  0f.  |lh. 
per  annum  ... 

Amount  ol  rrnt  foi  •!■  j«an  aad  •  balT 

Annun]  (Imr  rent         -  •  • 

Add  jvarlf  iDlcnat  on  SAW. 

ItMlrtnt       •  •     XIP  10     a 

80  that  the  rent  scarcely  altered  in  the  last  thirty  years. 

£    t.    4. 
IIM.  A>f«>l   l«lh,  hnir  a  r«w'*  mat  •' 
famloMlcliaoUiunsi  XV  11     H\ 
On*  jvat'i  •IruwnvJ  >vnl  S  IS     9  / 

116*.  Mar  **"■•  drowMd  xnt 
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Though  we  call  iHm  real  rent,  it  is  not  quite  so,  because  ccr- 
tciiii  <-x[triii«c«  were  d«.tliictv(]  for  repairs,  &c.,  ns  is  clear,  from 
the  small  omnunt  received  in  June,  1 77 1 ;  hovever,  this  will 
ften'e  as  a  tnlcrubly  sure  guide. 

For  several  years  previous  to  I77I  the  farm  was  let  to  a 
tennot  by  the  iiiimc  of  Whitcmati,  imd  the  rent,  though  low, 
may  be  supposed  to  have  been  n  fair  one  for  the  time ;  but 
about  the  year  178S  il  was  let  to  Mr.  John  Prosacr,  a  jurat  of 
the  corporation,  and  from  thi»  period  we  may  date  the  onf;in  of 
that  malversation  which  evcittimlly  led  lo  the  iifluirs  of  this  und 
of  Peacock*!  school  bctn;;  thrown  into  Chancery,  and  which  in- 
volved ibe  fuudit  of  Saunders's  in  uii  esjK-nse  of  itUO/..  or  rather 
more,  and  from  u'lileh  drlit  tbi^y  arc  not  yet  extricntrd.  I 
quote  now  from  n  pamphlet  published  by  Cajitain  Thoinns 
Clark,  ill  IXIH,  throii^^h  whose  nraiw:" orlliy  (txertioiis  the  two 
schools  were  once  more  restored  to  their  original  state  of*  usc« 
fuhie^it  to  the  town. 

"  Mr.  Pros<icr  became  the  tenant  at  the  annual  rent  of  :f'2/, ; 
but  owii)|r  (i>  many  dctluctiorin  beiiij!;  niude,  it  did  not  realize 
mure  than  IM/.  On  his  death  his  widow  held  il  until  \79S, 
when  nnother  jnrat,  Mr  llichurd  Hutler,  hired  it  at  a  rent  of 
50/.  «  yt-ar,  bill  with  the  express  understanding  that  m ben  the 
son  of  the  late  Mr.  I'roseer,  who  was  born  free,  should  be  of 
and  lake  up  his  freedom,  then  it  wiw  to  be  (i^ven  U]>  to  him, 
which  was  done  in  ISOil.  at  a  rent  of  8!J/.  ti  venr.  though  at 
ihnt  timr  as  much  as  130/.  m!<^ht  have  been  ubianiL-d  for  it ;  but 
this  would  not  have  answered  llie  puqione  of  the  corporation. 
In  lH|(i,  in  consequonec  of  the  proceed iu)^  in  Chancery,  the 
farm  was  let  lo  Mr.  James  Smith,  at  1 10/.  u  year." 

At  the  last  letting  of  the  farm,  in  the  ytror  1838, 
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from  wiiiclt  tbtioiis  tleductions  must  Ik*  made,  and  wliich  are 
follow,  viz, : 


Annitd  ■Uaaitncc  (or  (vfilr*  •  ■ 

lalriMl  oa  mMlgnga  of  1-10/.  at  A  i«t  cent  ft  nnniuu 
l>lllo  on  Ml.  bxromil  of  pMcwk  k  tni»t 


J  IP  0 
10  0 
»    10      II 


AniiudinjrtMWaiinmutoldebtlaeitrmlUCIUitMnmU  30    U    V 


Itliulfr'i  tiiliry  ... 

Pram  wlilcli  miul  tw  •Jr.luclnl,  (o(  lentofacbool-faain 


<IJ     D  0 

£    (.  J. 

M  10  U 

«    a  It 


£ii  10    a 


The  Chancery  tUbl  will  be  liquidated  about  tlir  year  IR50, 
when  the  master's  salary  wiltl»e  H-2t.  iOi.,  which  will  caabU  the 
trustees  further  tu  increase  the  iium1>er  ul'  schtilars,  Rud  thus  tu 
carry  out  thelwjnet'olent  intentions  of  the  founder. 

We  have  slntctl  that  the  furut  wa»  mortgaged  for  2o0/.  at  the 
onset,  and  that  wheu  PeBc<Jck's  trust  lent  Saunders's  5f}L  in 
I76y,  this  went  in  li(|ui<l(klion  of  so  much  of  the  %aid  mortguuv, 
and  this  wc  did  on  the  faith  gf  tlip  evidence  gi%'en  bcfort;  the 
cuurt  of  Chancery  ;  but  wc  now  find  ihls  was  a  mistake,  for,  in 
an  entr)-  of  I7(iy,  it  is  rceoriled  that  there  is  a  niurtga^;  of-'.iW. 
due  to  Kduard  Swiunc,  besides  50/.  borrowed  of  the  trustvcs  of 
Pescock'R  school,  making  a  total  debt  of  300/. 

However,  at  nreaent,  as  we  have  shown, 

C     «.  A 
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but  how  thus  reduced  it  does  not  ajipear. 

The  next  ehoritj-  is  thus  mentioned  in  the  wsembly-book  of 
the  corporation : 

"October  l-lth,  1721.  Whereas  Mr.  John  Brjidlcy,  laic 
jurat  "f  this  cor|Ktralion,  hy  his  will  beiniealhed  to  the  poor 
of  the  parish  of  Rye  (ive  pounds  to  be  |niid  thirteen  mootlui 
after  his  wife's  deeeuse;  and  thai  the  said  Htc  [xiiiiidii  Khottlil 
be  (laid  by  his  friends  \iebulaa  Mannooch  and  Kdward  Wilson 
(his  trtwte«)>  to  the  chamberlain  of  Hyc,  for  the  lime  bcidE, 
for  the  nse  of  thi!»  eor|ioration ;  thi%  cor]K>mtion  p>ing  warn 
security  as  the  eiiid  Ntrholaa  Mannooch  and  KdHard  WQiiod 
RhoiilH  think  Kt  to  pay  five  KhiUirif^«  a  year  for  e\er,  lo  be 
diftinbuu-d  yearly  upon  (iood  Friday  in  bread,  na  the  niinisicr 
find  overseers,  for  the  time  bcinjj,  aiiould  think  fiL  Now  it  ii 
agreed  by  this  assembly  that    the   mayor,  jurats,  anil   t^imi- 
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monalty  of  this  cor|ioi'atJon,  mid  iheir  surcMMirs  shall  jHiy  the 
snid  eiim  of  tivc  shilHiif^  n  y«ar.  according  to  the  ilirt-olion  of 
the  said  will.  And  l)ic  to\wi  rlcrk  in  onli'n-d  to  dmw  u  jimprr 
instrument  lo  itc  sciilcd  with  t)ip  cuininaii  Real  nf  this  rorgiora- 
tion,  for  secunng  liiif  ]>uviiieiii  of  the  said  tiiini  of  live  ithiUin^n 
per  year" 

This  interest  nf  five  ahillinfrii  ix  |in!d  bv  the  Irt'iiMiivr  of  the 
borouf;h  lo  the  church uanlcni  of  the  pitrinh  of  Rye,  who  give 
it  away  in  brend  to  th«  poor. 

Oh  March  -*8lh,  ITSO,  wc  finil  the  following  pntries :  **Al 
this  ansemhly  it  ix  ngivi-d  tliiit  thitt  cor|ii>nitiiin  Kliidl  n<NX>|>t  of 
five  ptiunda  from  thi.*  llcv.  Mr.  Eduard  Wilson,  and  that  a 
security  tthall  he  fortlmith  made  for  iho  paym«-iit  of  tivc 
shillings  per  annum  iu  such  manner  tm  tlu'  security  cntcix'd 
into  by  thiRCorjMration  for  the  payment  of  Mr.  John  Rritdlcy'it 
rhnnty  of  five  ^billings  per  unnum,  Mr.  Wilson  paying  the 
charge  of  such  Rwuniy-" 

'riiis  liiiiit  donor  u^m  the  near  nf  Rye,  and  the  intcrect  of  hi« 
6f.  is  paid  in  the  aame  way  ax  that  of  Mr.  Bnullt^y'n. 

These  bonds  ore  not  now  iti  the  bunds  of  ihc  churrhunrdciis, 
nor  in  exi!»l«ncf,  as  far  as  we  can  discover. 

On  Ucccmbcr  15th,  I7(>!l,  another  charily  i*  thus  recorded: 
"At  ihiH  Rsseinbly  Ibo  lejfacy  of  nne  huiuWd  pound.s,  given  ti» 
the  mayor,  jurats,  and  freemen  of  this  town,  by  Margate  Ilors- 
ticld,  latt-  of  this  tunu,  nidow,  deceasnl,  in  and  by  licr  Inst  will 
and  testament  in  writing,  bearing  date  the  twcniy-ticcond  day 
uf  i>eplcnibcr,  1756,  and  proved  at  I>octora'  Commons  the 
sixteenth  (biy  of  August,  IWiO,  for  them  tn  put  out  to  interest, 
aad  to  distribute  the  said  interest  yearly,  at  the  Nativity  of 
our  Lord,  to  sixteen  of  the  iiuhisitrious  ]H>or  inhahilnnls  of  ihe 
said  timn  nf  Rye,  who  should  not  receive  relief  from  ihciMirisb, 
was  paid  by  Mr.  Matthew  Moore,  executor  of  the  said  oill, 
into  the  haiiiU  of  Mr.  John  llogben,  tlie  diambcrluin  of  this 
cornoraiiou." 

Beneath  tbtii,  nritien  in  n  diilereat  hand  at  a  much  later 
date,  ujHK'arH  the  fullowinfr:  "And  it  is  ordered  thai  the 
chamberlain  of  tbia  corpontlioti  do  pay  out  of  the  revenues  of 
this  corporation,  coming  to  bis  biincls,  the  sum  of  tivc  sliiilin;rs 
a  piece  to  Hueh  sixteen  industrious  poor  inbnbitanis  of  the 
town  of  Kyc,  who  shall  nut  receive  relief  from  the  pariah  of 
Rye,  as  ehnli  be  annually  nominated  by  (he  mayor,  Jiiral-s 
and  commonalty,  so  long  ax  tlie  said  aum  of  one  hundred 
pounds  8)inll  cunlinue  in  the  bauds  of  this  corporation.  And, 
in  ease  the  same  be  put  out  lo  tniercHt,  then  tlint  the  produce 
thereof  be  by  him  received  and  applied  in  like  manner.' 

This  money  is  still  held  by  the  cmporBle  body,  for  nhicb 
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they  pay  four  per  cvnc.  nimually,  and  this  iw  distnl>iit«l  t\tfy 
Christmas  lo  si\tci>n  (KHir  wiUows;  the  will  of  (lie  <loiiairi( 

6]>fC-ifyiiiK  (as  mi-iittunitl  iiii  llio  board  (Nxilnhiiog  n  liM  of  tbf 
cIiariliL-s  in  (he  tliiirrh)  thiil  prtfcriMitT was  lo  lirEnvcn  In  such 

All  |ii-rtt(iiis  iii<(rii(l!i)g  to  apply  tur  this  charity  nrc  directed 
to  (;ivc  in  (heir  iiatiK-s,  at  Michutliniis,  lo  the  trt -asiinr  of  the 
borough,  who  delivers  them  to  the  mayor,  nldermen,  nnd  lo»»n 
council,  who  thus  haw  time  tti  cxjiniinc  into  the  merits  of  the 
Tespcclivc  apphcanls,  previously  to  the  difitribiition  uf  the 
money  anmiidly.  ut  the  fulluwin^;  Christmas. 

The  last  rccortl  on  our  boi.rti  Bays,  "  Lady  Gowcr,  at  hff 
decease,  p;ave  one  hundred  iMJiind^  in  Uie  three  |tcr  cenie.,  the 
intert'tvt  »f  which  w«b  to  he  apptieil  to  the  eduealioii  of  |HKit 
chthln-ii  ill  rhe  iiiwii." 

The  orifcinnl  trustees  were  the  rector  of  Winchelsea.  the 
Ticar  of  live,  nnd  Mr.  CurU-i*;  but  the  |ir«-seiit  are  the  reci'rr 
of  Idcii,  with  the  vicars  of  Icklcsham  iind  llye. 

The  Hliiti-mcnt  on  the  l«iiir(l  ihnt  hrr  hidyohip  fcmvc  101'/. 
three  per  cents,  is  not  qtiilc  correct,  because  the  pHncipnl  siim 
ill  tlint  stock  amounts  to  117/.  2.t.  tiii.,  which  we  suii|>««c  «n» 
purrhnscd  with  the  money  lcft»  and  which  thrrelorc,  timuI 
probnbly,  was  100/.  sterling. 

'I'hc  interest  is  li/.  I0».  'Jrf.  a  year,  which  i«  rccciwd  by  the 
viciir  of  Kye,  nnd  by  hitn  added  to  the  funds  eolleetrd  for  the 
education  uf  the  chUdreii  in  the  national  schools  of  the  lo^n. 
No  date  is  iiOixed  lo  this  gill;  but  »e  tind  that,  ae  fur  bark 
as  17-10,  the  Ilinht  tlonorabte  Mary  Countess  Gower  was 
Lady  of  the  Manor  of  Kitchcnour  in  Beekley.aiid  continued  to 
be  so  until  1174,  thus  malciog  her  a  iiroprietrix  in  the  viciniij 
of  Kye. 

This  is  the  end  of  the  list  of  charities  properly  so  called;  but 
there  are  other  things  which,  we  conecivc,  may  fairly  be 
cla.sscd  under  this  head,  and  whidi  we  will  procectl  tu 
enumerate. 

llie  I'olc  Marnh,  from  time  immemorial,  has  been  ap]tr»> 
printed  to  the  spurts  of  the  town,  and  in  coninjueuce  of  tliii 
the  teiinnt  is  never  allowf-d  to  mow  it  lest  he  shonid  inlerfen 
with  the  amusements  of  the  townspenplc.  In  (hi*  tnarKh  all 
the  eriekel-niftlelies  were  formerly  played;  but  within  theite 
few  yeara  these  have  sometimes  taken  place  on  the  Town  Salt*, 
Mhieb  mny  now  be  cunmdrred  as  ^et  apart  also  for  the  in- 
Imbitants  to  sport  on,  as  appears  from  the  following  cntric*  to 
tlie  corporation-books.  In  llie  early  |>arl  nf  tlic  year  l«;H 
the  1'own  Saltis  were  embonkcil,  nnd  oti  June  .^tb.  in  ihi*  yvnr, 
at  an  assembly  held  on  that  day,  it  was  ordered  that  a  plan 
ahouhl   bv   prepared,  to    be   submitted   to    the  next  asserably. 
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tor  ii|)pri>|>rtating  the  Town  Sails  ns  Entail  inrlosiires  for  grazinj*, 
or  ^urtlctiiiif',  or  pIcAstiro-gromids,  and  tUnt  aiicli  plan  ahoula 
be  adopted  previously  to  letting;  ilic  Innd. 

On  .\(i[;u«i  '.'Sd,  1834,  at  «ii  asw-mlily,  hold  thU  day,  a  nkii 
Has  prtMluccd  for  setting  out  [>art  of  tlie  Town  SiiIik  a»  gtirdcits 
aiid  nlcaaun>-gruuiicls ;  but  tlit!  prubabk*  expense  iivt  being 
statetl,  a  cunimittee  was  iippoiiileJ  to  consider  on  (lie  bort 
mtide  of  carrvifig  tbt  im|irovcmeiita  into  effect,  nnd  to  report 
the  same  at  llie  next  aKMcinbly,  wliicli  tonk  place  oa  Sept.  'J'Jd, 
1834,  trbcn  ihv  ftillo«iiig  entry  was  niiiclc,  v'li..:  ^The  com- 
miltee  not  iiavio^  (roim-  U>  any  nut Ufittr Cory  conclimion,  it  was 
moved,  und  curried  unntiimouslr, '  Tbot  it  does  not  appear,  at 
this  timv,  udviftuble  to  incur  tlie  t:xpeii.i«  of  layiug  out  tlic 
murabcs  pntpoxcd  for  Eporliiig-grx)titid&,  so  as  to  form  bowling- 
(rw^ns,  cri<?ket-gi"oiind»,  or  pardens,  thert^fore  the  most  eligiblo 
pluii  for  the  present  would  be  (both  for  the  uccoininodatioii  of 
the  publip  nnd  for  ihe  sake  of  economy)  to  fonn  siicli  iniintbe«t 
into  o  level  »j«ice,  to  which  the  public  should,  nt  all  ttnioe, 
have  nccess  and  ndniission,  there  to  nmii^  themselves  at  Ibeir 
pleasure,  doing  no  wilful  damage  to  the  fcocca  or  incloaures.'" 

We  know,  becauw  we  were  present  al  the  lime  and  took  a 
part  in  the  proceedings,  that  it  was  tlie  full  intention  of  the 
meiaben  of  ttic  eor|jurulioa  to  Sf>t  apart  this  piece  of  land  us 
II  K|iorliitg'frniund  for  the  inhabitanla  for  ever.  Tlicy  aaw  that 
their  town  wus  circumscribed  within  vcrj- niurow  liniita,  und 
that,  unlvMA  thiit  opportunity  wna  sfi/^d,  no  other  nu!t  cxfr 
likely  to  offer  itself  to  furiitah  them  with  ^rBUKdi*  on  whtcli 
the  inhabitants  might  take  air  and  exereifie ;  and  we  sincerely 
ho|>c  that  no  one  will  attempt  to  ihruw  u  barrier  in  the  way 
of  the  people's  full  enjoyment  of  the  rights  nnd  privileges 
which  were  thus  fully  intended  to  be  conferred  upon  ilicm. 

We  linve  tunde  tliesc  fen  UiHer  remarks  because  we  liave 
beard  that  the  town  council  have  (evied  n  nmall  line,  by  way 
of  Rcknowlcdgmenl,  on  certain  jinrties  amuMUfr  tlicmBclvrs  on 
the  Town  Suits,  tbut  tbcy  have  no  actual  rin/ii  to  Kport  there. 
Now,  if  this  be  true,  wc  siiiceroly  regret  it;  for,  ns  wc  have 
before  said,  tlie  corporntioii  in  \^3A  futly  intende<)  to  j^ve  this 
land  freely  to  the  inhabitants  at  lar^,  so  thai  they  mi^ht 
for  ever  hereafter  disport  tbcm»*lve*  thereon,  wilboul  any  h-l, 
hindcrancC)  or  molestation.  Again,  vrhcu  vre  consider  how 
anxious  ihc  loading  people  in  all  our  great  towns  are  tn  obtain 
[ilcasurc'  ami  sjwning-proiind",  und  to  ^vliat  ^rrat  expcuHes 
iIm^v  i!a  (u  uhtuiti  ihis  ilesirtble  end,  Mving  bow  i*s»eitliul  it  is 
to  the  health  of  their  itihnhtlanlb,  mid  how  niuL-li  it  (endH  to 
proiDOk-  II  }fiM>d  Htitle  of  feeling  bettrecn  the  ditlcrent  rla«»es 
of  society,   we   ilo   intreat   the  town  council  (if  the   rcjwrt  to 
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_.  be  mc^  m  pcoaikieg  tbe  satyect,  and 
l»  duvw  mt  «<«"tifr  in  t^  w^  of  dw  islubitsnls  hartng  the 
fiiB  twmtmtal  «i  the  Ton  fS^ta,  agfecabijr  lo  the  Kaad  iuBM 
cioBt  af  tike  ewpcUe  Indy.  m  dmAeri  io  the  ntolntiM 
ortCTcd  in  Jidr  imi  iiiMy-lwwfc  eo  SnAember  2^  1»34.  Bjre 
fiDOi^t  maoT  had  builei  to  rv^aiii  Iter  H^ts,  and  iJie  mm 
oS  Rve  (cii  s  wortliT  pride  tn  lesnag  tku  >partii^'gn*uud  u 
■  awnonal  of  tbetr  rictorr,  ^tnring  lo  tbor  poslcntT  ihej 
were  not  WMfeserrtng  of  it.  Fe^i^  nMfa  to  be  tbe  case,  God 
brlwl  tiiac  may  mu  ■boold  ligbdr  invade  tbe  people's  xMits ! 

BcMdes  Feaoodc^*  and  Saundcre^  eduxib,  al  w)li3t  arc 
joimfy  edocalcd  ftpuweorc  ~  aetdlara,  we  hare  two  natinaal 
acbooU,  one  for  bo^  and  one  far  gbii,  attached  to  the  dnireh, 
at  wbicfa  arc  edncaud  ako^tber  about  ttlO.  Tbe  Wealeyaa 
MetboduU  hare  at  tbeir  Sunday  seboob  nboai  lOU  haj%  moA 
as  manj^  ^irla.  Tbe  Baptists  bare  130  childrea,  and  ibe 
Independenls  30 ;  itivs  mikiu  a  psnd  total  of  64U  children 
educated  bjr  the  charity  of  pnvat«  individuals,  tndepcndeDtl; 
of  ii»e  two  idMob  fine  iDcniioiwd. 

The  sacraineol  moaej  collected  at  tbe  cburdi,  which  ia  of 
Mnontaio  amount,  iu  part   is   dtoributMl  wecklj,  oa  erenr 
Saodar,  to  eij^lcen  poor  people,  neo  and  nidows,  in  breao^H 
ami  the  remawder  to  skk  penwoi.  ^^| 

Frtctiillv  brntiit  »<icictif-s  have  long  been  catabtiahed  in 
Eu;;lBDd,  uiid  rnvre  first  taken  under  the  protection  ut'  the 
legislature  in  the  year  I7K-^,  So  citrlv  na  1768  otM  mm 
established  in  the  town  of  Rye,  bcnring'  the  nunc  of  "  The 
Friendl;  and  Charitable  Society  of  the  ^\  iicicnt  Town  of  Rye,  in 
the  county  of  Sutacx."  1*hi5  having  been  dlssulvcd  s  new 
oi>c  was  established  in  I8*>K,  mllrd  "the  Ancitnt  Tonns' 
Friendly  Benefit  Society."  It  received  this  title  from  some 
of  Its  mcnilwrs  being  innaliitanis  of  the  sister  ancient  town  of 
Winchelnca.  This  aodcty  had  several  "  honorary'  iiR-mber*," 
and  numerous  "  benefit  members ;"  the  former  subscribing  to 
the  funds,  but  dcnvinj^  no  benc6t  from  them ;  the  hitter 
having  and  rcccivinfi  relief  iu  time  of  sickness.  This 
Went  on  pr«s|x-roii8ly  until  tlie  end  of  the  year  1^36,  wbei)  ._ 
majority  of  the  members  being  deairuuii  of  remuddline  it  no  a 
new  bu3i$,  it  was  dissolved  and  a  new  one  established  on 
January  1st,  1437.  The  difference  of  the  two  societies  nas 
this  :  the  former  established  s  |Kfmanent  fnnd,  while  the  latter 
oj^niecl  ui  divide  theirs  evcrj-  third  year,  U'liviiiK  the  sum  of 
I  Iff.  eiu-'li  Iwhind  to  form  a  new  oni*  to  mipitly  iheir  iniutrdiati 
wnriln  Ixrfiirc  lh»-  monthly  euntnbutiviia  »»cre  »utti(.'icnt  Cm  nic 
(hc-  rlaiina  nf  nick  niruiben. 

Tbe  lolKiwiDg  ib   the   inUoductiun    to   the  book   <>f  [trinled. 
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rulc»  reKttlaUng  the  new  society :  "  As  the  body  of  man  is  liable 
to  mojiy  iiifirmilies,  by  whitli  be  may  be  reduceJ  bo  as  to  be 
incapftblc  of  proviiltog  for  liimseir,  mc,  n-hnsc  names  are  hcre- 
iiiKlcr  wiitt4.->i,  ba%e  aKre«cl  to  Biibs<:ribv  the  »um  uf  ten  sbtltiiigs 
cuch,  and  a  further  inoiitUly  conlribiitioti  of  Uno  abUIiiiga,  as  a 
stuck  to  be  uiiidt  um:  uf.u.-s  well  fur  our  mutual  lid|)aiidrL-liff  as 
for  the  mutual  help  and  r«]ief,  in  lime  of  !iickikcs»nn(l  otherwise, 
of  such  otlicr  pcrsoiia  na  miiy  be  admitted  luctnbcni  uf  "Tlic 
AncicQt  Towns'  Friendly  Benefit  Society,"  according  to  the 
rules  tivrclnnftvr  xct  furtli.  And  it  is  further  aerccd  that  cvory 
person,  ttlio  may  be  atimittetl  n  member,  sliall  subscribe  his 
nai»e  hereunto-     Dutcd  the  l4lh  day  of  November,  m3(>." 

In  case  of  uckness  a  member  receive*  IOji.  a  week  lor  the 
jint  twenty  weeks;    and  after  this  time,  if  he  Mill  remains 

ill,  5J. 

'llw  28lh  rule  gives  the  membcra  tbc  power,  if  they  think 
Rt  to  cxcrci$c  it,  of  conli-nctln^  with  a  mcdiral  gentleman  In 
attend  them  in  ca«C  of  sicknetw.  This  plan  hii»  been  since 
adopted,  the  mcdiral  geiilli^man  receiving  50/.  a  year  (payable 
tpinrtcrly),  which  at  first  vraa  provided  for  by  an  additional 
subscription  of  (></.  per  month  tri>ni  each  member,  but  now  is 
paid  out  of  the  ort;>iiiul  inuntlily  Hubt^cription  uf  '2s. 

On  the  death  of  a  member  his  widow  (if  he  leave  one) 
receives  W.  from  the  suciety'a  fund,  and  a  cuntribulion  of  It. 
from  eiu'h  nietiibi^r  besides,  which  (L-onsiderin)f  (here  are  nearly 
two  hundred  members)  finiuunts  Biitiicieully  biyh  to  be  of  grral 
service  in  pityinj;  the  funeral  and  other  expcnaca  omtingcnt 
on  the  death  uf  tlic  head  uf  a  family.  If  the  member  leave  no 
widow  then  the  above  ]>nymeiits  are  made  to  hii>  children, 
or,  if  he  have  no  children,  to  his  father  or  mother,  and  if  no 
fiithcr  or  mother,  then  to  the  brothers  or  sisters  uf  the  d«- 
ccaiH-d. 

The  memlH-rs  meet  on  th«  first  Monday  in  every  month,  and. 
on  the  (irsl  Monday  in  January-  they  dine  together,  nftcr  havinj; 
gone  in  proces-tion  round  the  town  and  to  church,  where  the 
vicar  gives  them  an  appropriate  discourse. 

Erery  third  year,  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  they 
divide  their  funds,  leaving*  lOs.  behind  iVum  each  member,  ns 
Mas  done  at  its  oriKinnl  foundation. 

I'his  is  the  principal  society  at  present  in  the  town,and  tliose 
arc  the  principal  rules  whereby  it  is  regulated. 

There  are  other  societies  Komewhol  similarly  regulated;  some 
dividing  their  funds  annually. 

There  is  one  or  more  coal  nocicties,  the  members  of  which 
aubscribc  small  sums,  and  with  the  receipts  (when  aufficicntly 
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.  larffc)  purchase  a  cargo  of  coals  m  the  wholesale  price,  and  which 
are  divided  among  the  ineinb«rti  at  tht;  {triinc  cu»t. 

VVilhin  these  few  years  a  club  of  "The  Manchester  Odd  Fel- 
lows" hns  sprung  Hpin  the  town;  whose  rule*  arc  secret,  par- 
taking someihing  of  the  nature  of  those  of  Freemasonrji'. 

ThcixT  \»  iw  ilirtiicrly  »  Frcoma.tuii's  Ixxlgc  iti  Uyi",  v>  iiich  w» 
prelty  wcIJ  attended ;  but  the  membeni  are  very  lew  at  prenenl. 

So  fivr  hiick  (in  thr  y«ir  I7.?yun  act  n-iiit  ]>ii!!sc<l  to  pravici« 
for  acamcn  belonging  to  the  merchant  scn'ice  who  might  be 
nuiimud  in  tight  ngainst  any  plrutc,  by  udmilLine  them  cqualljr 
with  those  who  were  wounded  in  the  kin^e  service  into  Green- 
wich Floftpitiil.  But  this  hoBpilut  not  being  Kuflicicntly  large  to 
admit  even  all  those  belonging  to  the  nav)*,  another  act  wm 
pnsscd  in  I74T,  for  the  express  [lur^iose  of  providin"  for  the 
relief  and  support  of  »ick,  maimed,  and  diiiablcU  seamen,  and  of 
the  widows  and  children  of  such  as  shall  he  killed,  slain,  or 
drowned  In  the  merchant  serx'tce.  At  the  same  time  certatn 
governors  were  incorporated  for  the  luanagcuioui  of  the  fundi 
which  were  to  be  collected,  uudtr  the  name  of  "The  Presidcni 
niid  Govcniora  for  the  KuUefaiid  Sujtport,"  &c. 

Each  RCflman  andmaacerof  n  vessel  was  (o  pay  sixpence  «- 
month. 

The  governors  above  mcntione<l  were  stationed  in  ixindon, 
and  into  their  han<l»  the  money  collected  in  the  out-porta  was 
pretty  genentlty  pnid,  iiUhough  one  clause  in  Ihr  Inst  act  em- 
powered each  of  the  latter  1o  appoint  trustees  of  their  own,  to 
receive  and  disiribnle  their  respective  funds;  and,  under  this 
fhiURe,  the  mcrchinits  nod  shipowners  of  the  port  of  Rye,  in  lire 
year  182t>,  elected  trustees,  and  have  since  tluit  time  diHtributcd 
the  fund»,  greatly  to  thcbcDc6t  and  aatisfaction  of  all  those  who 
are  interested  therein. 

The  fulloning  is  the  state  of  the  account,  as  printed  and  pub- 
lisbcd,  up  to  Dec.  31st,  1844:  ~ 

BKcniTnar  rut  PBCcniniG  vim. 


<     •■ 

d. 

Cob  (ollntvd  Bl  lt;E 

ID  14 

0 

llo           ilo.        at  lluliB^' 

se    f 

■ 

Po,         ilo.        nt  Lilt)  loll 

6     1 

1 

liiUfTWl  en  rourttrnvu' 

38  II 

9 

Ihtlilenh  uu  aiurk 

4     T 

a 

[toiMtloii* 

IS     i 

n 

Cl«l     S 

"1 

F.npaiKllliiii' 

Iril      1 

1 

Krom  ihiii  balaucc  of  43/.  2(.  'id.  mc  must  deduct,  us  due 
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llitf  blink  on  iIk  former  year's  account,  32/.  lU.  9il.,  leaving 
n  b«lun<re  in  liaiicl  of  Wf.  I0».  fid.  The  real  cxpeuditure  wan 
\'2\i.  I«. 'i</.,  (liaiKwed  of  as  foUowi), 


VIZ.; 


Cuminiittkii  on  rmal^t* 

PMlaRH 

Anatiftl  pnnainiu 
Trmporatjr  nallcil 


£  *. 
i  I 
o  1 
M  II 
£3    A 


II 

n 
II 


Cljll      I      9 

The  trustees  possessed  at  this  time  thcfotlowing  moneys,  viz. 


Oil  martgngn,  at  A  imt  ttnL  fct  wiiium 

la  Ul«  31  frt  Milt.  atiKk 

lotrrMt  iluo 

Oolanoo  lo  bcuikcn'  bnntta 

Total 

(.till of  tli#prlliH|inI  (um  nii  tncirt^jBge  ol 
Tli«*  «•»  «ol|>;ctoJ  hy  (luDaTlona 


laoa    o  0 

100   o  a 

so    0  0 

ID  10  i 

£1310  10  A 


£|l|l|    ID     6 


t  theM  donationa,  amounting  to  206/.  3».  7d., 


Tber*  ws*  glmn  nt  Rjc 
ilad  otlluillnfp 


£ 

#. 

J. 

SOi 

S 

1 

9 

Ift 

« 

£«»    3    T 


During  the  year  1844  there  were  mncl«eu  pensjoDera  on  llie 
fund,  antl  ten  received  temporary  relief.  The  iisua]  nlloiraDCC 
to  pensioners  is  as  tinder: 

£  ,.  a. 
Mii»l«ra  i>f  vMwIx,  «h«N  ill  III  canMipHtnee  tXvxj  iiuury 

rtcriml  nblle  an  Jutf .  him,  [icr  wmic  •         0  tS    A 

fteoroen,  ilii  .  .  O    C    0 

TIm  wldnoa  a(  mulf  n,  nonniil  pi>ntUii>  -         S    0    O 

Do.  wuimrn,  >lu,  •  1    O    D 

Tbf  children,  until  fourteen  years  of  ngc,  receive  as  jicnsiona, 
each,  hnlf  us  much  as  their  mothers. 

MiLsten  now  pay  two  shillings  {icr  month,  and  ecamcn  oue. 

The  bninrh  institution  at  Rye  hns  Income  very  prosperous  and 
very  bcuuticiul  uader  the  fwluriug  care  of  the  inisteeH;  but 
now,  iinfnrtuiintely,  when  they  have  created  n  good  fund  for  the 
support  of  tlnmc  who  niiiy  In-iroiiic  applicunl«  for  relief,  the 
Uoveninient  threaten  to  tiextroy  all  the  branches  of  the  out- 
purls,  mid  to  make  thc|>urt  of  Lundou  the  one  great  rcreptitcic 
of  nil  the  moneys  collected  throughout  the  kingdom.  Tlic  doom 
of  the  out-ports  has  been  reprieved  for  thi«  session  of  porlta- 
Dicnt;  but  it  is  very  much  to  be  fcoied  it  is  only  a  temporary 


4;>6 

reprieve,  -.v. 
more  link  ; 
niinistiu'n  ' 
far  this  ill 
mayevuif 
(liscuam ; 

the  grcm 

we  riiiiiji 

fhoiild  I, 
Thf  I. 

Saviiiiis' 

Wd. 
Tlw, 


byt\. 

i84l 

a  HI; 

dep< 


^^^^^^^^V                                    CHARITIES.                                          427            ^H 

U  13  i 

M    be     rrafoul'.a,  ttu.lian, 

H  -f  1                  vr                     Ainuaat. 
"IS           Utcnmllttn. 

J 1                                     AoiQiint.     ^^^^H 
3  §           OooiiMtton.                                      ^^H 

S5< 

^M 

£     t.   It. 

£                     ^M 

3  fntmm'Sont        •       2i*  13     1 

1  Straw-bonnol-miiliM        9  IB    01            ^^H 

it  Innkccpen         •             j>  IH     1 1 

1  Oill"r                             0  10    «i            ^H 

i  Rlivittai*  nnd  Ad- 

a  r.lniion                    -       30     5     S               ^H 

n>li.t>Uiilun         .     }Ti  N  lot 

1    jtrtviiiii^-olllcisr                l]     £     1)             ^^H 

9  Diik:b«r»         -            UT     3    (1 

1   Slil|>«Tight                -       SO  l.t     II               ^H 

)    llAlptreMDT             -        1ft     3     01 

1  s«t).ii-i                        i    1    c           ^^M 

t  ^tilknor           -             IM      1    10 

1   Ciciwotnonr                31   11    II             ^^H 

1  Cotiwlnilor                -       B  IS     1] 

3  l>rn|HT>                            1-1   la     n               ^^H 

1  <iin«innM         -             IM  11     t 

1   Canter                      -MTV)             ^H 

1    \'«(|.<lrn«                -       ^»     »    « 

1  Chiircbunnlen                3U    0    S              ^H 

3  UiDetH                •             III)  14     1 

1  ltfrin.-i                               i  10     0               ^H 

3  n>iriicni>n                 •     102     0    a 

1    Atatlru-                                3ns               ^H 

^  t'euuieii            •             ml      T   II 

1    Fitliptittui)      -                  20     0     0               ^H 

4   (;cn1I.>mM               ■       HO     3     0 

!t  DnlUn;     ■                 ■       dd     0     0               ^^1 

1  Stiirit-tlcntot                       III 

i48  Ttiulsci  (or  in  run  It                                     ^^H 

T  Utnwf       ■             •     SI2  IS     1) 

nnJi-lilUreii           mi     D     H             ^^M 

B  Tuil<.>n             •             lis     6     5J 

31   Uo.  faictiarlUn          illO     1   ll|               ^H 

2  t.(H>katii      ■            -     lad    n   II 

U    Do.  iw  UhautriK           WU     D     V}            ^^H 

^S  Wlip«IwM!t'-ils                  £1  ti     Pj 

tl   Ud.  forKmitiU              343    19      1          ^^^^M 

^^^pl  Sa|«raniiuiitnlOini»r  IM     N     1 

1                                  a    a   a      ^^^^| 

^^'l  CbmntBt                           -11   la     <l| 

1   Do.  for  n  l>«ilL(r             IS    >    •             ^^H 

W         t   Uuotirlltrr                         1     0    1> 

10  l>u.  (or  ipln-ticft          311   13    ^                    ■ 

■        i  CnsKn                     131  IB    31 

11  Do.  Iiif  iiiarrl«l  wo-                                       ,^^H 

■         1  SdMjur                          ID  IH     t| 

men                        Ttad    t     ii            ^H 

■        H  THllin-ntiniullPN          at    *  10 

3  Do.  far  np|>r«iUri>«       3i  lU    0             ^^1 

■          1   MllUnff                            AJ   15     31 

1    Do.  [utubrickltiyiK       !»  1.1     «                "^H 

■       .    1    HniUi                                 100     i     A| 

1   Ik>.  for  A  cbiiH  loi'l    *     11     0|                 ■ 

^^^  «  ItrlckUjen              •     M&     1     .'SJ 

^^H 

^^■S  PolM-M                              -IT     0  llj 

I3i;             Total    •     £331M  10    4              ^H 

^B                (SlRiKrf)                 Wti,ii.»i  HoiMW.V.           jTta.le«.                               ^^H 

^^P                                                               JmR  HiniMKR   LtHOHEH,  t              '                                                   ^^^H 

^*^                                                                                             ll».  Stucu.  Socivtarr-                   ^^^H 

Thcprcaeiit  interest  allowed  to  depositors  is  3  per  cent,  per          ^H 

annum.                                                                                                            ■ 

The  following  i»  tlic  liist  summary  of  the  AccountH  up  to  Nov.                 1 

'2dLh,  IM4,  with  which  ve  concltidc  the  Ilistorj'of  thr  Savings'               1 

Bniik,  aad  aIno  ofull  our  chanties.                                                               ^^1 

A  <i«ll«nl  .SUfnwnl  «r  Uie  Pondaul  Ibo  ityit  Satlngt'  Hunk,  Not.  aOlli,  IHIl.                ^^| 

X       :    d. 

£      >.                  ^H 

To  bnlinei!  on  llic  iWh 

iJjr  tunu  innaM  wlili  tlm                                 ^^H 

Nottmhrr,  l«ll         -      41100   IH  11 

CmdoiIuIobftii  [or  Ibe                                 ^^H 

icducllanofltinNntiDniil                                     ^^H 

D*M  (IncltulliixInterMl}                                 ^^M 

on  Mlh  Not..  1841           >1I1M     8  10            ^H 

^^^^K 

Do.oiiBCCauKlof  w|«faU                                     ^^H 

^^^^^^^h 

Suriiliu  FuoJ                      140  li     i            ^^H 

^^^^^^^M 

B]r  CMb  ■■  th«  iMiid*  of                                     ^^1 

^^^^^^M 

Meaw*.  CurteK  and  Co.,                                     ^^H 

^^^^P 

'Vnmwn                        h^h  it    a          ^^1 

^^^^H                       10 

£UVia  IB  11           ^H 

i 
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The  lialancc  on  the  20tb  day  of  November,  1844,  is  made  up 
as  fblloAvs : 

£    ..  J. 
ttle  Depoglloc^  wliOiiB  rvaiieclivv  baluncti*  o<3  rliii  2Utti  Nov.  (in* 

ciDiliiig  lrilpn<alj  Old  nol  tixcM^l  301.  eiicti 

358  Do.  were  obuM    SU/.,  und  nuteKCettllng    OOI. 

174  Do.         „  SOf..  „  100/, 

43  Do.         ..  \O0L.  „  liol. 

33  Do.        „         liyoc.,  „  ami. 

IHA  TotbJ  nuiikltt^r  of  deptui  torn  -  -  - 

4T  ClMcitablc  ^LH'IcUiu 

liiilann-  tn-^uatLiI  on  Ibe  atparnle  Siirplua  Futiit  Acosuul 
IftYl  Tottil  minibi^r  uF  iiccounl:i         -  •  • 

Surplus  un  :tOtb  Narembei,  }»H 


II T.  Bto«k(.  Secletary. 


Mil 

119) 

\Mi<t 

a 

lin:<3 

'l 

dOH'l 

t) 

5110 

H 

3 

:in!<]:i 

vr 

0! 

sa-ij 

-1   1 

110 

17 

J 
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16 

13T 

3 

1 

£»ioa  )•> 

11 

PART  iir 

'JONTAIMNC  Tlie  I'AKOCIIIAI.  HliTOHY,  I'OORItATBS,  ItUAI>S 
Keri.RSIA^tTinAI.  llliiroKV.  IIIOi'.ltAPHtCAL  MF.Mnid  OP  TDK 
iKAKK  F*Mlt,V.  ANIIQl'ITIB*.  drr. 


CHAPTER  I. 


I 


PAHOCIIIAI.    IIISTOilY — POOR-RATES — ROADS. 

EvBRY  one  in  tlie  least  converssnt  with  thf  laws  relaiiiiR  lo 
the  relief  of  the  poor  ia  aunrc  that  the  act  of  the  43d  of  Kliza- 
bcth  (|>a»«ed  in  IliOO  «r  1001)  is  gcniTiilly  considered  a»  the- 
fatindntion  on  whirh  all  RUMoeding  nnea  have  been  framed.  On 
till"  d<^'■t^^t■ti»^^  nf  the  monasteries  nnil  other  rt-li;fiinis  hou-ieH, 
in  the  sixteenth  century,  the  poor  were  ilcprivt-d  of  that 
eleemosynary  aid  by  which  their  most  pressing  wuiit>  had  been 
relieved. 

At  a  very  early  period  the  parish  of  Rye  was  divided  into 
three  s«parate  ratings : 

1st.  nie  pr<)]xrrty  in  the  town  itsi-If. 

2d.  The  property  without  the  town,  hut  within  the  liberty, 
that  is,  within  the  bounds  of  the  corponilion,  colled  the  Liberty 
of  the  Staff. 

3d.  The  property  within  the  parish,  but  without  the  liberty 
of  the  town,  commonly  called  the  Foreign  of  Kye, 

Tlic  two  former  raiL'«  were,  and  still  nre,  iillowcd  and  signed 
by  the  maf^istrntcB  of  the  boronph  of  Rye,  nnd  the  latter  by 
those  of  the  ooiintv.  Fumierly  the  overseers  of"  the  foreign  (for 
these  arc  distinct  from  thoae  of  the  town  and  liberty)  had  to 
trausact  all  ibeir  business  at  Battle;  but  ia  the  year  1H40  a 
bench  of  county  magistrates  was  established  at  Kye,  and  now 
they,  OB  well  as  the  overseers  for  the  town  and  liberty,  arc  saved 
tliat  trouble  and  expense. 

Tie  ohk-st  jmrish-book  relating  to  the  relief  of  the  poor, 
which  we  have  been  able  to  find  in  the  chest  in  the  churrh,  is 
dated  April  3-tth,  IGUi,  and  is  entitled  "A  aeasc  or  ecott  made 
the  '24th  of  Anril,  l(>G4,  al^er  the  rate  of  sixjiencc  in  lite  pound 
for  liuul,  as  followcth  : 
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John  Etrl  of  Thuwt,  for  put  of  CiAoitow 

TtwoiM  Hnro^Tf,  Lm  fuin 

WUUu)  HoIbwd,  LerlalMm 

John  Hunj,  RoimdeD 

fUchud  WUwin,  |iut  of  Mr.  HantuU'i  hrm 

WUow  Catt,  put<rf  Morir 

Jolm  Hoyeu,  for  Ur.  Sompaon'i  turn 

Hr.  Tboniu  Cnmcb,  jnrat,  tor  yaii  of  Uw 

fit«^Kboal  luMb 
Htnrj  Sharfall,  fot  -  • 

WilUui  Holman,  for  the  OMt  yurX  of  Pa)>- 

hamfaim  .  .  - 

Sumel  Gott,  Em^,  for 
GUoi  FreBman,  Hou)  Mill 
John  CoUliu,  for  laodi  about  the  Great  Mill 
Do.  part  of  King'*  Flekl 
Widow  GawD,  fat  - 

WlUiam  HoIbwd  and  WllUam  Mojne,  for  part 

of  Now  Honie  fanD 
Maike  Foaid,  for         .  .  - 

John  Croocb,  for  part  of  Newlo  fam 
Richard  Sbe^wrd,  Ewi.,  for 
Rtebaid  Bra?)  for 

Mr.  Tbonai  Tnt^,  part  of  Holsum'*  fam 
Jamet  BafccTK  part  of  do. 
WUliam  Hcriatan  and  Widow  Bnrwaab,  Hoad- 

mtUWood 
Mr,  ThasM  CiOMch,  jnmt.  for  hii  fnny  land* 
Do.  for  Ui  Ham-Bacona 


RoteJ  it 
<per  lAiioni- 

Tfi  0  e 
leo  0  0 

IIO    0    0 
IS    0    0 

0  ID  e 

90    0    0 
MOO 

ss  e  « 

10    0 


0  0  0 
MOO 
4  0  0 
9  0  0 
4  0  0 
IS     0 


6 
IS 

14 

4 

S 

100 

M 

■8 

B 

10 


0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
0 


Total  -  £706  10 

Then  wan  three  more  ntm  thl«  j-ear,  amonntln;  to 

The  dlsbarseaienti  «ei«  ... 

Due  to  the  pBrlsh  ... 

Iq  1666  there  were  four  rates,  as  under: 


1  11 

4     0 

e  • 
0  0 
0  10 

0     T 


•  II  0 
O     0    • 

0  4* 

1  S  0 
0  10 
0  1  • 
0  t    0 

oil 


V    i 

H 

1 

0      H 

U 

(1    ^ 

0 

0    i 

0 

0      1 

II 

i  to 

u 

II      |l> 

0 

n    1 

u 

U     3 

tl 

u    a 

1) 

i 

£11   13 

» 

83 

IS 

3 

5a 

10 

3 

£6     5     0" 


£    1. 

d. 

liL  April  25th,  producing       ■ 

IS     7 

0 

Sd.  Aug.  •id, 

15  16 

0 

.3d.  Nor,  ffth 

15  11 

0 

4tb.  Dec.  ISlh 

IS   11 

0 

Totnl 

£03     5 

a 

The  d  lib  one  men  tl  aiDounled  to 

«1   14 

0 

£1   11     0 


Doe  to  tbe  parbb 

The  following  items  show  how  this  sum  of  61/.  14i.  was  dis- 
posed of: 

Caib  paid  otereeera  of  (be  town 

1  Jouinefi  to  mogtitralea,  at  3*.  id,  each 

I   Warrant  to  bring  John  Wood  before  the  magiilratei 

1  Do.  to  leoMTe  do.  - 


£ 

•• 

d. 

54 

8 

3 

1 

3 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Canr  forwud 


£M  H    -I 
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£ 

4. 

</. 

. 

iS 

n 

1 

i 

r. 

rf. 

0 

V 

0 

a 

9 

0 

» 

ti 

» 

0 

r. 

n 

a 

s 

» 

0 

6 

ft 

« 

U 

3 

u 

1 

1 

0 

IS 

n 

i 
0 

. 

0 

1 

0 

• 

0 

1 

II 

, 

0 

0 

0 

- 

- 

0 

1 

0 

0«l 

14 

0 

llfoiiutil  (urniinl 
Helicr  U  BIlMhrtll  ilouixrU.  >Ik.  : 

0  wprki'  lunil")!.  n1  ■■.  Ik'-  liT  nvek 
4il  ito.  .la.  in. 

4  ^nU  kwtlv.  tar  hut  rant  aod  wnirttiNil 
a  palraf  i))0f<i.«4.:t>r.  i  I  rio  HtoektniTK.  U  (IJ. 
Normand]-   tbnail    uid    Inklr,    2i.   1</.  t 

1  pair  uriKKlicr,&i.4<'.;  a  npnitii, iti. 
PinllliiK  •  luilr  of  •tockiiifpi 
(><iii(lil(«  ... 

Kolli-f  to  p}v«s  Culbrft'i  wiFe  In  lier  noCFadt; 

Wfiiini:  Ihu  -1  »mt«  nnd  ihipUcate) 

Fni  wrllini;  llnMi  aceoniUm 

Kmii  in  ^1  iccil  hoote       .  .  • 

Wntrani  lo  illrtnin  un  dn. 


This  ml«  only  runs  awr  ihcforfign  of  Kye,  »nd  llie  proMcds 
»pcm  to  li«ve  been  pnitvipally  handed  over  to  the  overseers  of 
the  toH'u  ;  but  whether  the  aholc  of  thU  was  paid  to  the  |M)or 
of  the  latter  alone  we  cannot  rh\,  because  nc  have  no  books  to 
shun'  ufi.  If  the  only  relief  reciuiriHl  for  the  |>oorof  the  foreign 
wu«  that  given  to  Kliy.:ibctli  HounacU  and  young  Cut bcrt'a  wile, 
all  w^  can  say  is,  that  this  part  of  the  parish  was  nut  over- 
bunild  with  [Kior. 

Amoug  the  disburseinen Ls  we  find  At.  for  writing  the  ncuts, 
which  nppeiirv  to  hnve  Ixeii  Very  necessary,  its  one  chtirch- 
wardcn  and  one  ovttreccr  cotild  oot  write  tbetr  names,  but  made 
their  marks  instead.  The  accounts  are  signed  by  the  iindcr- 
namcd: 

Ctlinnni)  IlarrK,  tnnjot  (niBrar). 
Ju.  tiiiter.  »li:.iie  Hye, 
Tliomiu  H't'Mi.  rlinrcli'arMtJen. 
RlirbnrJ  llnili-liorni.- 
AlUn  KiuJi'i  (hU  uiiuk) 
TliontM  Croacb,    ^ 


:  oitntcra. 


Wllllnm  ItolnMn,    J  giarliililiitipt*. 
Jvhli  fnllwwny,        ) 


And  they  were  allowed  by  the  following  county  magiilratei* ; 


Thninw  C<>tllB<. 
iVoJtot  E'crndeo. 


Tlwa«  sigiiaturcB  vrcrc  in  April,  IG66. 

The  inhabiliuiU  of  the  town  were  taxed  by  the  overseers  ac- 
cording lo  iheir  sup]iosed  abilily  to  pay,  and  not  by  any  regular 
rating  of  their  pn)]>crly,  and  hence  it  was  called  an  ability-tiix ; 
nor  w:i»  there  nny  rating  <>f  'he  hou&ca  until  the  year  17yS  ;  but 
of  this  wc  shall  sprak  tiiort-  p^irliciilarlv  at  the  prontr  time. 

There  ore  two  parcels  of  land  rated  here,  one  called  "  Part  of 
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New'houac  Farm  ;'*  Uic  otWcr,  "  I*nrt  of  Kcwin  Farm.*'     ThiTc 
is  now  a  parcel  of  lanrl  (nboul  30  acres)  situatu'd  near  llic  lum- 

rik«-gRtc,  which  is  known  by  ihc  noinv  of  "  Newiiif;  Laml." 
n  some  of  the  old  ratings  it  is  cHllctl  "  New  End."  Tliia  is  pn>- 
bably  the  same  land,  Ncw-housc  Land,  vre^t  of  Dumb  WomAu't 
lane. 

The  firisl  mention  of  "  Wadlfiiid  Fflrm"  is  in  1668,  «hen  it  is 
called  "  Woad  Luuds ;"  afterwords  "  Wood  Londa  ,■*'  uad  liiiaUy, 
in  ItiSO."  Wariland." 

Lct-sutn  i»  eomctimvts  called  "  Lcush&m,"  "  hev'ahata/*  or 
**  Levishnm."  Rolvcnden  is  written  "  Kounden,"  in  IfiU4  ;but 
aficni  iird«  "  Rolvendcti,'*  Marlcy  Form  i«  Mrnictimcs  catled 
"  Marliti." 

llic  following  lift  willshow  the  amount  of  poor-mlcs  collected 
in  the  Ibreign  of  Kye,  at  periods  of  five  ;cani,  coraniencing  in 
I66(>  and  ending  in  1706: 


£     <. 

•1. 

lutld,  aiiiount 

11   It 

V 

lull,  ilitlo      - 

-    U     t 

a 

leia,  iJltlu 

IB  II 

3 

IMl,  (tllto      • 

•    43    7 

.1 

ime,  ditto 

63  U 

9 

ll)l)l,  illllo       - 

-    50  17 

0 

IIIM,  ditto 

50  II 

a 

nin.  •MUi    - 

-  ISO    T 

a 

I1(H}.  .into 

«0  H 

0 

From  this  statemcut  wu  ace  the  rates  gradually  fell  IVdiu  I6(>ti 
down  to  I6!)6  ;  from  this  last  ycarthe  books  show  a  very  irilliii); 
riiv  to  1700,  when,  io  llie  year  170l,wc  find  tlie  cnormoitu  >um 
nf  130y.,  the  prprediiiff  year  being  only  about  H4f.,  whUe,  in 
1701),  the  ralcH  fall  ii^in  to  4^1.  I.'i.,  such  Kuddeit  aiid  rxinor- 
dinary  chanj^s  as  require  some  inqiiiric!),  to  discover,  if  imssible. 
the  raiiM^H  <if'  them,  CnfurliiimlL'Iy  the  jiodr-ltookH  otfcr  no 
solution  of  ihedifTicidty.  Whether  the  influx  of  French  Ilugue* 
nots  at  this  time  was  siillteicntly  girat  wc  do  not  know;  but 
that  some  arrived  wc  have  reason  to  believe. 

The  first  book  wc  have  found  relating  to  the  town  and  liberty 
ifl  in  1701 ;  but  lu  the  year  I7UU  is  the  tiist  in  nhicU  we  have 
found  the  accounts  of  the  whole  iiarish,  that  in,  of  the  foretgti. 
the  town,  and  the  liberty*  n'C  ahall  hasten  to  lay  tbc«c  before  our 
renders. 

Froru  Eaiter,  I70U,  to  Kaatcr,  17  10,  the  account  runs  thtu: 


X.  1. 

Fi>wrat*>  in  lliFfomgn,al  li.  iBtbc|>lMwli  |iniduc«il  Al     O 
UkdiIIiIu,  bI»V.  <ti|)n  -  -  •■IS 

Foi>r<litla  in  ilie  ivintK,  at  |(,  .  ■  95    T 

(>M  <llUu     itiltu,  nl  W.  ■  it 

Four  ilitlo  In  Ibv  \H*i%j,  at  Ix,  •  UN 

Uno  •Itlto    Jlia>.  Nl  Ihr.  •  ■  •    J    fl 


£119  IS     * 


I'AnocHiAu  iitrroRv. 


43.1 


£.     t. 
»ii    0 
iTd  IT 

i. 

0 

0 

« 

« 

From  the  above  we  gather  the  rariou*  rentals,  wbicti  were  id 
lutdur,  viz. : 

Of  (br  forrts"!  p<-'(  anniiirt 
Of  UlP  lown,  dllla 
Of  Iha  lilMvlj,  (llllo 

T"liil  n-iilnl 
Tlic  fMclfin  tvniol  wn>     .      £3il     0    0 
Tlie  U«<J  unil  UbiTir        ■       4(U    1    0 

For  the  sake  of  ahomng  who  were  the  leading  fnmilies  at  thai 
timo  in  the  neighbourhood,  wc  give  the  following  names  of 
magif^tmtcs  whn  signed  the  foreign  ratebooks  from  l()fJ4  lu 
I70y,  btinf>jiigticc»  of  ihc  penOT  for  thp  county !  Th.  Snckf^vilc, 
Robert  Powlc,  Thomas  Collins,  Waller  Evcmdcn,  Samuel  iSoU, 
Edward  May,  Den.  Asliburnhani,  Edward  PoIhtll,Thoiniui  Djkf, 
Roper  Stroyswcll,  George  Courtho|»,  ITiomns  Frcwcii,  John 
Bii8brid(,'e,'i"h.  Befk«ith,  J.  A8hbiirnliani,  N.  I'elham,  Edtvard 
Dyne,  William  Uarell,  S.  Hyland,  J.  Apslcy,  I'ctcr  Gott,  WiU 
Hnra  Bishop,  William  Asblluriiiiani,  Ileory  May,  T.  Pelluuij, 
Richard  Hay,  J.  PuUer. 

We  nil]  close  this  section  of  our  parish  nccounta  \nth  a  few 
extracts  from  the  <ll6bursementa,  to  give  our  readers  some  idea 
of  the  exi>ense8  of  diflcrcnt  tilings  iii  those  days,  Uiat  is,  from 

low  u.  i^oy. 


lOM.  Tbu  pip«w[-a  tt(  ■  nick  w«in>ii  «ba  dial ; 

WwicliktiK  witli  bFf  in  tin  ■Ic1im« 
LAftnii  b«  forlli 
For  iwr  knell  uqiI  gran 
Cnnjiiifl  hrr  to  lwr]rhi(| 
HricalBu>nil>bMl  tD|iulb«r  tn 


B 
0 
0 

(I 

0 


n  « 


To  form  some  judRment  of  tlie  inconvenience  arising  fTOiu 
having  no  mnglstrvtcs  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood,  we  may 
state  there  in  a  charge  in  Ui7(lfor  the  overseer  having  to  go  three 
times  to  Battle  and  Burwa»h,  (u  get  three  books  signed. 

Id  1677  ve  read  the  following  relief: 

To  Uo»!»i(.'  El.lR.1  t    4 

And  this  is  the  Inst  entry  vre  find  of  the  kiml  in  tbe  accounUof 
the  overseen  of  tlic  foreign ;  the  only  meQiorandum  aAerwardo, 
to  1709,  is  to  the  effect  that  ihcy  produced  their  accounts,  and 
they  were  passed,  no  it«m»  being  given,  from  which  ne  coneliidc 
that  they  merely  coUeeted  the  niti^H  and  handed  thi^  muiiey  pro- 
duced by  them  over  to  the  town  oversecrtt,  by  whom  they  were 
disbursed. 

We  DOW  proceed  to  the  cxsmiauion  of  the  books  relating  to 
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the  town  and  liberty,  and  will  commence  with  that  of  May  •'Hh, 
1721,  entitled  "  Rye.  An  Bsseasment  therein  made  by  the 
churchwardens,  OTerseers,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  said 
parish,  for  the  present  relief  of  the  poor,  upon  lands  and  abilli- 
ties,  after  the  rate  of  one  ahilling  in  the  poimd,  halfe  renta." 

The  town  is  divided  into  wards.  There  is  no  fixed  value  put 
on  any  property ;  but  each  person  is  taxed  according  to  his  sup- 
posed ability  to  pay.    There  were  three  rates  : 


£    :  4. 

Tbe  Snt  producnd 

lU    9    ft 

The  iMcind 

10    B    6 

Tbe  third    - 

10    T    0 

Total  -  £31     d     0 

The  different  wards  paid  as  under : 


JE    I.  </■ 

Landgnte 

4     4    6 

Wntehbell     - 

1   IS    0 

Market 

1  la  tt 

Middle  itreet 

spa 

Amonnt  of  Drat  nte  £10    V    S 

Badding's  and  Wish  wards  are  neither  of  them  mentioned ; 
the  former  is  probably  included  partly  in  Watchbell  and  partly 
in  Market  ward ;  while  Wish  warn  is  excluded,  aa  being  without 
the  walla,  and  reckoned  in  the  liberty.  The  majority  of  the 
ratings  do  not  exceed  Is.  or  Is.  Qd. ;  several  are  as  low  as  6rf. ; 
and  the  highest  is  only  4s.,  which  was  paid  by  Major  Grebbell, 
while  Allen  Grebell,  the  mayor,  only  paid  2j.  Thankful!  Bishop, 
who  was  a  freeman,  paid  4s.,  as  did  euso  Joseph  Tucker,  another 
freeman,  Nicholas  Niannooch,  a  jurat,  and  John  Young. 

1.  d. 

Nick  Diiw,  foT  his  mnllboiui!  •         3    0 

William  Bird  nlio  paid  -                 3     0                            ^ 

Widow  Hjiler.foThFriihop  -        1     u 

Aaron  Holt,  for  bin  ditto  -                 1     U 

Doctor  Roots  -         i    0 

The  Custom- Hduk  •                 5    0 

Edward  Wilson,  vicar  -         2    6 

Doctor  Jeake             -  -                16 

The  lands  in  tbe  liberty  were  rated  as  under : 

£  «.  d. 

IV'iltUm  Clarke,  part  of  Cailburoufth      -     2  14  0 

Tbomiu  Crittenden,  part  of  Castle  land       1   10  0 

Georgt-  nuiwasli,  part  of  fi^oMOl            •    0  13  0 

John  Welch,  for  the  Town'*  Manh            0  14  0 

Pan  Sind,  for  the  Mounts            -                0     4  0 


Carried  fMwanI        -        XJ  >6    0 
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Itan  SdiiJ,  fat  ibc^  King'*  ficiil  0 

Ditto          •          Ml.  Muun'klMHl  U 

Ditto                    Mrkkwrll  imnlMt    ■  0 

niitu                         Mr.  Vuiiri;-*!!*],)  »      | 

niiKi                   ih^  ii.M>i\.iii.'h  .    0    I 

John  KushII.  Mr.  llrnhnik'.  Iiiul  0   II 

Ml.  N'liithi-rn.  I.ai»li  Manbi-a  .      D     i 

Dillo          -           111!  Rianli  IniiJ           -  i     i 

Jiihn  Ni'itliull,  ftir  llit>  rrir>  ■     O   |9 

Jobn  n'Hcb,  Aiutpii'i  UimI             -  0     1 

DiUu       -        Mr.  UoiilJ'uditlu  .     U    i 

Jclin  Walter,  for  Ibc  Slntnd  mill     -  0     3 

lltrlinnl  fuwlp.  Mr.  UunriDh'xIiiml  .     0    0 

TtionMii  SniErnl.  (iiirl  nl  ltnl<t>nili>n  0  II 

U'lilin  H'atPK.  Ur.  Maniiuoch't  larlil  -01 
JiiM[ih('.n]|vriJiiii.,  lor  Mt.  MnrUn'tllrM  0     I    H 


Amnuiil  af  ArH  nir 


411   13     0 


The  rating;  in  town  and  liberty,  Iram  172)  to  tS3l,dilferixl  so 
little  as  not  to  ilcscr\'c  notico. 

Ilnviiijr  ^tiowi)  tlic  amount  of  ratcB,  as  we  bcsi  can,  to  iJie 
year  cndiog  Easter,  1 70!>,  wc  ^linll  jiroccctl  to  give  a  list  of  them 
at  iieriuds  of  live  years,  us  wc  have  alrcndy  doue  to  1706. 


I  111.  T»«n  and  lilKttj,  tbr««  r>t«»,  *l  \:  in  Uiv  (wunit 
FwelKKi  Itirw  <lll(«.  ■■  !•• 


£ 

niH.  Town  uiJ  tilN>Tl).  Uitw  ihlto.  Kt  !■.  m 

Fflr*l)tn.  thrne  Jillo  Ai>  H 

|Ti4.  Foreign,  thd-"  >Illlo.nt  l«.  A|  16 

Town  iinil  llt>i->l}.  Ilkm- ditto              ■  U  t 

Hit.   foariifn,  llim<  rntn,  nt  If.          •  IW  IH 

T»wii  ni»)  lllnri).  (hr«F  Ollla,  Hi   If.  fli  A 


3 


Si 
2! 


£  f.    I/. 

i\l  IS     « 

•     flO  IT     0 

XIW  U     0 

113   10  O 

12(1  III  n 

las  u  A 


Themtesin  I7IU  were  higher  than  lltese  last  quoted;  but 
Etill  tlu-  lutier  (.■onalderably  exceeded  those  of  I70(J.  We  pass 
now  to  tbcynnr  (.'ndiri};  Easter,  1740,  as  some  booka  are  missing 
between  ihiK  dnte  nnd  that  of  ]7'J9. 

£  ..   rf. 
UN).  FMrMgailva  rntrs  ol  l«.  -  08   IR     l>^ 

IMtto.  onr  dliui,  lU  IW.     •  -IT     I 


Tom  and  lltwrtj,  Iwu  tstiM,  *\  1*. 
nillu.«Mililli>,  'IM. 


im     t    O 

8a  II)   • 


I'ldO  N     0 


ItU.  Fufrtsn.  'auf  nlca,  ■!  I>. 

T««D  nni  llhrttj.  lunr  dlllo 
ttSO.   FOR^,  anr  .llll».   m  li 

T«wn  nnd  llhni} ,  An  dltlo,  at  U. 


m  li 

tSI   H 

I3i    « 
ill  ifi 
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Hating  broiighl  our  hirtocy  down  to  the  year  17.W,  irc  will 
eUip  to  consider,  bcfcrt  wc  procenl  farther,  as  wc  shall  now  tind 
our  iccouutft  less  entanKled,  inasmuch  as  the  rates*  nAer  tia» 
time,  arc  no  longer  bvpt  »c)taraU'ly,  but  all  in  one  book,  and  tb* 

(I t!>l>iiRi<r infant"  illu). 

li)  tookiiitf  uver  our  quinquennial  reports,  ibe  reader  iriU  see 
a  (Treat  tDcrvaac  in  the  cxprnscfl  of  maintaiDuip  llic  poor,  e»|>c- 
cially  from  IT40  to  \'5V,  when  they  were  uiorc  than  doubled; 
for  which  it  is  difficult  to  aocount,  as  the  population  from  1700 
to  ]7o(i  only  incresscd  about  one  million^  that  is,  from  five  to 
Eix  millionfi,  or  one  fifth,  vihitc  here,  in  the  same  peniKl,  the 
poor  rnlc6  increased  fuurfukl.  Nor  do  wc  think  this  change  c«d 
DC  accounted  for  by  a  ri&e  in  the  price  of  com,  for  wheat  in 
1740  was  only  2-li.  per  quarter,  wherca»  iu  \ti'J(i  it  wus  at  2^«. 
per  (]uarter,  and  therefore  ve  ran  only  surmise,  tltut  awing  to 
some  puhtiml  caunes,  the  working  classes  were  in  a  distressed 
State,  and  unable  to  find  era|>Ioyment.  We  know,  rertainly, 
that  the  old  harbour  ua-s  reiutenrd  nlmnt^l  useh-.s^,  nntl  chr  new 
oiie  was  not  opened,  so  that  the  general  commerce  of  the  town 
niuxt  have  been  at  a  low  t^bb,  and  hence  one  great  cause  of  de- 
pression and  consequent  distress.  In  February,  1741),  the  cor- 
poration gave  10/.  to  the  }Mior,  in  coiinequcncc  of  the  cold 
season  ana  their  necessities  arising  therefrom. 

We  must  now  give  a  few  items  of  expenditure,  occurring 
from  L72U  tu  1730: 


£ 

0 
0 
D 
0 
0 


0 
» 

s 
d 

0 


.\  pall  of  brltcbbflettliDr] 
A  Vllcc  (rum  (iuuilliut*!  ewt 

1  (OSPI 

A  wamui  for  nimliig.  1  w«ck 

Diui  <ir.  (d  dnldrDn  of  coab 

The  Lon)  Ctilef  Umm  GlOmt  wm 

paid  (ur  an  opinion  •  110' 

I  Kiitton  malt  -0041 

1  |iair  vufUMi'ifiluiiMi  -  ODD 

5  cuHiiii  -  •  .1(4 

Mojor  Crrlibnll    fttii  Ar  partah   fur 

butjtn^^  bb  uiDllier  In  linen         •    tl  IB    0 

To  understand  the  hutt  item,  which  was  one  of  receipt,  and 
not  of  expenditure,  wc  muGt  recollect  that  mi  act  was  pn-sj^cil  in 
3U  Charles  1 1,  providing  that  nil  persons  dying  ore  to  be  buried 
in  woollen,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  of.  The  date  of  Uus  bw  was 
1679,  and  between  this  time  nnd  that  of  the  intcmient  abav« 
mentioned,  some  modi5cation  must  have  tuken  place,  reducii^ 
ihu  line  tu  60jr.,  half  the  original. 

Ill  1731  the  aniallpDx  was  in  the  town  tad  p«rish,  and  outf>r 
the  fitm  of  57/,  l!lj.,  the  whole  anuua]  evpcnuilurc  of  the  aver~ 
scent  of  the  town  and  liberty,  no  Icsh  than  i'H,  &i,  84^.  woes  spoit 
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OB  account  a(  persons  nfHIrltd  witti  tliis  cliieaBe,  being  nearly 
one  fuurtli  of  tbc  whole  ;  while  the  overseer  of  tht  fon;i^i  sjkmiI 
between  10/.  mid  1 1/.  out  of  a  toul  ot'4:i/.,  beingiiUn  ahmitoiie 
fourth  for  ihc  same  cause.  In  this  year  the  uccouiila  of  the 
diflfertnt  oversoera  titv  kept  pt-impletcly  distinct;  the  foreign 
officer  dofs  not  seem  to  have  paid  any  of  his  eollcction  over  to 
the  overseers  of  the  town.     Tliorc  was  one   nverM*er  top  the 

ifurelsn  at  tlii»  time,  and  two  for  the  towu  und  lllitTty,  and  he- 
■ides  these  officer?,  there  were,  in  the  enrly  pnrt  of  this  eentiiry, 
(it  occurs  in  1*02}  two  m-mons  appointed,  who  wt-rc  callod 
"  eollectors  for  the  poor;*^  but  nhat  was  their  exact  duty  does 
not  »)ipvnr :  we  should  suppose  they  were  to  collect  the  rates  and 
hand  them  to  the  overseers,  who  disbursed  tlirm. 

Althoiigli  in  the  rate  of  the  lands  in  tlic  hlicrty,  given  before, 
for  17:21,  no  rateable  value  ia  inserted,  yet  we  have  since  ob- 

'lerved,  that  so  early  aa  1701  such  value  was  annexed,  though 
again  dropped  and  renewed  at  intervals;  still  the  obscPi-atiou  ia 
corrcet,  that  no  such  rateable  value  was  appended  to  the  pru- 
perty  in  the  town  for  Diany  years  afterwards. 

In  Ihc  poor  rale  of  ItJti-J  the  Cnstic  htnd  is  not  mentioned; 
but  in  that  of  1701  it  is  rated  at  5/.  a  year. 
Between  1731  and  17'!J0  these  items  occur: 

i  cli*ltlron>i  t>(  cnaU 

Snpi!|>liwoui'  fliimni-r     ... 

Him  »(>•  liunn  to  ttiililpnilvii  (1^  iniln)  ■ 

In  I  lilt  tlir  ulin>tiouim  <rerr  re[iiii*>d  bI  id  vxpriiw  uf 

TlwauilliMticiiiailixl  an  eXfniue  of 

HnUa  pint  iif  winp  • 

Oiiu  ptiit  tjitn  liu««  •  .  . 

I  kuihlrr«!  Ij-'itiEi^a,  tmnt  4tf,  1^  -  * 

A  mMnlfp  mm.  ^.t\'i  lot  n  hirlli 

nil.  .\  ttfUDuri  glajinakrr,  who  wiu  titk  al  Ifcn 

PIltabinK  Inn  .  •  • 

Mnklng  two  tUifU    .  •  •  . 

We  have  entered  the  last  item  to  ah«w  Iiow  much  belter 
women  in  1744  were  jiaid  for  this  sort  of  work  than  tiu-y  now 
are  in  1H44,  when,  instead  of  receiving  sixpence  for  making  a 
shirt,  ibey  are  only  jnid  tbrcc  hulfpeucc. 

In  retuniing  to  our  quinqucnnisu  account  of  Ihc  poorratcM, 
wc  will  give  the  heading  of  one  in  l7->4,  as  a  aamjilc  of  the  rest, 
and  which  was  non-  adopted  for  the  firnt  time.  It  was  as  fol- 
lows, vin.:  "  An  assessment  made  the  ">th  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  \'!>A,  on  every  inhabitant,  parson,  vicar,  and 
other,  and  on  every  occupier  of  houses,  Innds,  nnd  mlicr  estates, 
tneotioiied  in  thi*  statute  of  the  43d  of  Uueen  Klizabi-tb,  niihin 
the  parish  of  Rye,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  (by  William  Danaays 
and  John  Bamn,  churchwardens:  Jubn  Payne,  Samuel  NUlUt 


£ 

t. 

d. 

i 

« 

0 

a 

u 

1 

9 

s 

D 

I 

lO 

B 

M 

IK 

8 

0 

1) 

« 

0 

1 

0 

(I 

1 

0 

« 

s 

l> 

o 

s 

n 

0 

I 

0 

PAROCHIAL  BISTORT. 


and  John  Kennet,  overseers  of  the  poor,)  for  the  relief  of  the 
poor  of  the  said  porisli,  for  one  month  next  eiisuiiig.^' 

The  town  tax  was  slUll  an  ability  one,  and  these  are  some  of 
the  payments : 

Thonwi  Haroodcrj  (nt  Bull  Herni) 

WtUiam  Ccmpct  (itl  tlie  George) 

Thomu  War.]  (FofLuiie) 
t  Aii4i  nDini!  (Dulpbin) 

Ifobert  Cc>o|>er  (at  LyoQj 
I  These  nerv  tbti  Iniiij  u(  Cbe  tovD. 

Plillip  Gibban,  E.iq..  M.r. 
►  Georpi^  On-low,  E»q.,  m.p. 

I ,  Jump-  I.iimb.  E^ij  ,  Biu>ar 

llenr)  reirftli,  .;huniht'rlnln 

Ji)iiii>d  Liinili,  jiiii.,  Eii|..  jumt 

TIbomiiA  Lumb,  K^n- 

HiMirj-  CuilBloii,  t>q..  jurat 

NnUiomel  Pigraiii,  li»4.,  ciiltG 

Chinwcll  SMr,  Em|.,  ilHlu     - 

Willlnm  iJuvH,  F.fi|.-(liHo 

JriljN   Diivin  -    " 

Ji\[i\\  Buukliural     ■ 

Dp.  VVaKfr  Elni!toii« 

NiLlhimipl  Pigmni,jun. 

'rhunids  Practn     - 

.diibm  Ljiciib 

Allen  GmfatHdl 

Li»d  Lucki^ll 

Thmnait  Sai^nt    - 

Darld  Swaloe  -      fntemen 

Thomu  Kennett    - 

WUliam  Dnnsnyij 

Edward  Swalne 

Moiwri  Peadle 

Willlsm  Lumb       - 

Tbomas  Cuok,  sen.    ' 

Thomna  Cook,  jun. 

William  Pruuer     - 

Ste|itien  Pr}*n»Ti 

Edwin  Wardroper,  town  clerk 

Ttiornnil  Owenii,  Esq. 

Dflvid  Guy,  Ironmonger 

Oeor^  Weller,  E-iq. 

Rtjv.  L«wij  Joiiea,  curate 

Di.  Thomiiij  Frewen 

Dr.  NtredlHT  Cbamberloin  Walsoii 

Cnptnin  ChnrleB  Martin  (Coalomi  cutler) 


'Ihe  whole  rale  produced  ... 

The  property  in  tlie  liberty  waii  rated  nt  u36i.  Of.  fti/., 
Riving,  ut  \t.  i>er  pound 

TliH  property  In  the  foreign  was  lated  1 10^  Us.  |>er  an- 
num, which  proiluced,  at  1(.  In  the  )>ound 


iT6&,  ending  ai  EiuIeT. 
Flt«  rxter-  In  town  and  liberty 
Pin-  ditto  In  the  forel^ 


(.  l/. 

a    0 

1      0 

S     0 

6      0 

T      0 

li     0 

IS     0 

ii    u 

1      0 

(1    II 

(1     0 

11      0 

n     (1 

Id     o 

It      D 

i     « 

1      0 

1     0 

0     » 

H     0 

3    o 

1    a 

i    IS 

3    0 

3  a 

3     0 

a   0 

4      0 

2     0 

3     0 

&     0 

t     0 

3     C 

S     0 

10     0 

S     0 

4     8 

H     0 

8     0 

1     0 

a    0 

■1     0 

£    I. 

d. 

3D   17 

0 

se  Id  4 

:\5  10  3 

£«>    3  T 

330  IT  3 

1T7    II  3 
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£4DN    n     S 
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11(10.    ThDCKf«nil)liirrfor  Ihr  jraiondinq  Biitlir,  lllWvW'IM     ft     .( 
tlttS.   nilto  lo  FU<t«r,   ITU  ■  .  S3i     a     i 

l;7l>.   rXUuto  lintiT.  1110  ■  -  ■  litS  IP      O 

111.^.  liirui  i-i  >liiip,  \•,^i    •  ua  11    II 

ITMf.  Ditlotoditio,  I1B0  •  •  -        u»  11     I 

A.khniip;h  the  parish  of  Uyc  hud  ao  n-ork)iouac  of  ita  own  tiii- 
til  1 7i»I,  jei  as  early  aa  I7i0  it  liitd  utlojjlcd  this  upCciii,  biriiift 
a  liouHe  for  the  [iur|>n6c,  at  a  rent  of  \tH.  n  year  in  175'i,  aiul 
f'nrming  tLe  poor  un  the  following  terms,  vim. : 


4 

M. 

d. 

Fiom  IT.31  to  n>I^,  111  |>cc  aiiiiuni 

ISO 

0 

0 

IIUI  to  17;».  illltii 

m> 

a 

0 

1113  Ui  ITtN..Il[in     . 

350 

0 

0 

111*1  tu  i;u,  iliifu 

100 

0 

0 

ma  III  itMi.iiiti.>    . 

mn 

II 

1 

IINHto  llSft.rfllto 

toil 

u 

0 

1180  to  11»,  dilio      ■ 

KO 

u 

0 

ITOl  to  1«4H>,  ditto 

100 

u 

fl 

III  1763  we  fiiul  tliv  rollouinf:;  tncmomnduui  alUichi^l  lu  the 
nunic!!  uf  Buch  iktsdhh  iih  rrrcived  weekly  relief,  vir,. ;  "  N.IJ. 
The  people  tluit  murkvd  V  hnJ  their  |)ity  stojtjtcd,  fur  thcir 
nnt  aClctiiling  ilivinc  scnirc." 

The  |)oor  at  thi»  jjcriod  were  cmplovcd  a  g:ood  dmi  in  spiii> 
ntng  iind  ktiitting,  both  yarn  nnd  nooi  hcin^;  nuirliascd  for  thin 
[iiirpoM':  but  »o  ^flt  were  Ihc  rceirictioiie  Adopted  to  prevent 
the  cxpurtation  of  the  luttor,  that  John  Ireland,  the  master  of 
the  wurkhoiDU*,  nascoiniH'Ikil  lo  (•ivu  his  bund,  nith  bondsmen, 
at  the  Custom -house,  to  c[ii|)owcr  him  to  buy  wool  for  the  use 
of  the  pamh.     His  bond  cost  (ix. 

Ill  1754  the  sum  of  7/.  was  paid  fur  a  loom  ami  other  uteii- 
siln  purchased  nt  Salisbury. 

(I'rejit  puins  appear  to  huve  been  taken  about  weaving,  for  in 

1765  ta  this  entry: 

£ 
T«  Wtllinm  (li>|ikii»,  ib>-  waatvr.  to  l'iiru.'l)li  (iinill>  la  It;*        -        3 

I'o  attDi'diiuf  Ifafl  iiiiM  «]  (liiUnHirn  ItrliLco.  Lan<)»ti,  lui  Ibc  wkj<r  ami 
rniTill;  pf  M'llllniii  lliiiikln*.  aixl  (••iii'lut'lti>v  livai  lo  Id*  Wliila 
Unit  IliD.  tiotaaa;h,  Suulbu mk  ;  unJ  Uhcviir  i;>j|it<  from  om  miil 
ut  llin  cilj  1(1  iIhp  nthrt  lo  linj  thriuiil  iidil  utiini  lliliiif,  niul 
coaMdlliigtliD  wnnnr  in  Sf4t*lileli)>BliuulaH>iiiili(^lljpin>s,  *r.    o  lA    Q 

In  1761  Margsrct  Cholker  was  allowed  2*/.  a  week  to  Iwiy 
tobacco. 

At  litis  time,  and  fur  many  yeura  ptxrviuiu  hereto,  the  smtUI- 
piix  fn-quentiy  prevuiletl  in  the  town,  mIh-ii  the  ovencers  wery; 
ptil  to  )>Teiil  tiicoDvenienev,  in  conHcqiieiicc  of  the  jmHsIi  having 
no  hoiUM-  to  which  to»eiid  the  poor  who  were  alUieki-d  with  this 
luuthsuinc  diaeaM-,  and  to  ubviiiie  thi>  llu'  jku'iiib  iijiplied  for  a 
picee  ufgfijiind  lo  the  eorpuration,  in  (lie  ycitr  l''i2^  k«  a^^uxti 
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from  lhi»  cnlry  in  the  booka  of  the  Ultpr  b^tly  :  "  S<?ptenib«' 
6th,  1762.  There  being  ni)  pest-house  ur  proper  plucc  where  xo 
remoTc  §uch  persons  as  shall  or  may  be  taken  with  the  emall- 
pox  or  other  pestilcntisl  dj&casc&  io  this  p3rii>h,  the  church- 
wardens and  ovcT8c«rs  iiave  applied  to  tliis  corporation  to  grant 
them  a  lease  for  nincty-nioc  years,  from  Michachnas  next,  of  a 
piece  of  land  called  the  Urickwoll  Field,  to  build  a  hnuse  for  the 
r(».'cption  of  persons  who  ai&y  happen  to  be  taken  with  the 
smallpox  or  other  peslilenlial  disease,"  And  arcordingly  they 
ngreed  to  let  this  neld  for  90  years,  at  the  yearly  rent  of  3/.  ■ 
and  the  parish  took  it  on  these  tcnus,  and  erected  a  house  ' 
thereon,  which  was  called  the  Peat -house,  and  u*c*l  for  the  pur^ 

rose  for  which  it  was  i)ri|;inally  dcsij^ucii  until  about  the  year 
783,  when  it  was  sold,  and  the  lease  transferred  to  Thomu 
PbilHps  Lamb,  Kaq. 

Tile  Briebwcll  Field  is  the  piece  of  ground  n^joining  Quron 
Elizabeth's  Well,  ia  which  now  stands  a  cottage  havini;  a 
very  pood  garden,  the  property  of  Ucrbort  Bftrrett  Curlcis, 
Esq.,  M.P. 

inoculation  for  the  smidlpux  w»s  firsl  introduced  into  Kng- 
land  about  the  year  I  /'J'^ ;  hut  it  was  some  years  before  U  be- 
came general,  and  the  first  medical  mun  who  inoculated  for  this 
diHcitKe  in  the  town  u(  live  was  Mr.  Freweii  (eomraonly  styled 
Dr.  Thomas  Frcwcn).  This  system  was  first  practised  id  1767, 
for  on  the  ^7th  of  March  this  year  he  was  paid, 


.iMrprnaiM, 
Hlch«nl  follitrd  «u  pni<l,  (or  143J  uilt«,  manna,  lenn^ 

nnil  cnali  ki  .110  jhvmidi 
Ollivr  n|H<ii>r*  sn  Bl^wunt  ot  dlUa 


C 

u 

10 


A. 


£1»  1)  10 


To  which  sum  of  78A  13*.  10^.,  if  wc  odd  29t  for  t.thcr  el^ 
penscs  attenduig  the  aamc,  via  shall  have  an  af^regate  of  rather 
mon.- than  lu?/.,  or  ouc  QfUi  of  the  vrbolc  expenditure  of  tbc 
piiriHh  for  that  year. 

In  I76;i  four  gallons  of  beans  coal  Uti.,  which  is  nt  the  rate  of 
\x.  Ad.  a  bushel,  or  IUj.  8^.  per  (|UHrtcr. 

In  1780  the  nbility-mtc  ol  the  Uiwn  contamcd  the  following 
name*; 


I  loociiiiUn  lliatiun  OMkuv,  M.P. 

Wllllaaal>li:kWMi.  C^  ,  H.P. 

TlHiino  L*iiil>,  B«fi,n«]M 

TliDBM*  I'hliltM  l.«nrti.  tini.  i|niul5  BMraf) 

WillMm  U>tl».  bit.    . 

(.kinrrliaudi-,  Rm.  •  T  j<in<> 

n-illiain  )>Njnr*,  E«|.         ■  ■         -^ 
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£.  1. 

^H 

^^H^          ,\1  If.  1  f  H-ima  ( 'riii»n|uiiti'<  hoiue,  mu  LuNlgBtB) 

0   II 

^H 

^^M             Un,\\r\tft  (FtKilof Coiiiliilt-hill)    ■ 

0  10 

^H 

^^H             Kicliatil  PolUnl,  rlgnnbrrtaln 

0   10 

^M 

^^H           .InniM  Sninll        v 

/^ 

_ 

0    c 

^H 

^^H             Juhn  lluckhuhit 

0  Ift 

^H 

^^^H             Ttxiinn)  I'l'-inli 

, 

n   1 

^H 

^^^H             Saoiiipl  AJil^r 

0   a 

^1 

^^^1             Tliumiii  l{.-it>7 

, 

o   a 

^H 

^^^1             Rictianl  IIiitlFr 

0  10 

^H 

^^H              Julin  SlnlTvll 

. 

0    8 

^H 

^^^H                    Jobtl  ISwullll! 

0    8 

^H 

^^^p            Vt'illluni  ^vtsltie 

, 

0  a 

^H 

^^^H              I.i-trln 

fmtiDrn       -    { 

»  « 

^H 

^^^B            lylwai'J  Jooib 

_ 

0     A 

^1 

^^H             \ii1liiiiijH  Proclui 

0  13 

^H 

^^H              Jciliti  II^WII 

_ 

0  10 

^H 

^^H            Jolirt  llnddad 

0  10 

^H 

^^^H             Tlivinm  Km  nell 

_ 

a  10 

^H 

^^^m            Tbomiu  Mrrjon 

a   II 

^H 

^^^B              John  Jrakfini 

, 

H   n 

^H 

^^^K            Jaha  C'tirlimm 

0     T 

^H 

^^^1            1'tiumiu  Ciidh 

■ 

• 

0     1 

^H 

^^H             Rn.  Mr.  OaiOEOt      - 

9  %i 

^H 

^^H            Rtti,  Air.  CullctI,  tvralD 

- 

0    u 

^H 

^^K           Jorvmtth  CutirLi,  Uiwn  tirtk 

0  Id 

^H 

^V           DnU  Qttf  [no«  Ed.  Iltldwr'ii  Clill) 

0  10 

^1 

^^  Tlic  following  were  llic  prices  of  various  nrticlcs  nbout  the        ^| 

1     yean  lT2f>  r;o  IT:U,  vix.: 

■ 

1 

4. 

■ 

^^_^              Whpkt,  p«r  biubrl,  from         .                   .                   S 

0     to     4 

H 

^^V              B^r,  iwv  'hHifl  of  ■  lU.                                         -          1 

a    ..    s 

H 

^^^fe           Ono  baircl  (SS  i^llons)  tniBll  bcrr 

1 

H 

^^K            Suffolk  diotat.  (Mr  lb.  from                            -         0 

t     1,      0 

H 

^^H            Tumtp,  p«r  iprflon                  ... 

9 

■ 

^^P           Split  fva,  p*r  4».          - 

0 

H 

^H         siqiitiwlb. 

0 

H 

^^H           FlmLr,  ink  plloii            ■               •               . 

0 

H 

^^H           Lock  wool,  prr  pack 

ao 

H 

^^H           Tohaooo.  prr  11). 

u 

H 

^^H            Bultcr,  pvrAo. 

0 

H 

^^K           8cM)|i,  p(T  do.                  .               .               - 

0 

H 

^^V            SiHrcb,  Iter  do.                          ... 

a 

■ 

^^B            ChnMn,  firr  do. 

0 

■ 

^^^ft            P1mi(  p*r  tbauMiid                   ... 
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H 

^^^H             PrviMh  bwnii*.  |)er  bnihcl 

1 

H 

^^^V              Ttic  haiiaclitwiicT  of  Ibf  poor-bouir,  pM  «iMk 

I 

1 

^^B           pr.  llspii  paid  tbe  |H>or  cfaUilrvv   o(  lb«  pmM 

«M 

^^P                V'ckInK  Tlulot*      .... 
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B 

Mr.  MaiiniKtcb,  ilu.  fwi  jiickini;  prmtaatx 

0 

■ 

The   workhouBc   was    under    the    supcrin 

Icndcnce   of  tn-o        ^H 

steiirartls,  who  reported  to  a  comaiittcc  of  t 

lie  jMirisb  wtitcli        ^H 

mci  intitilhly. 

^H 

HV  licrc    rvnvw   our  quiiiquvniHal   ttiWliu 

ml   of 

tbc  rates        ^| 

levied  in  the  iiarish  of  Rye,  viz. : 
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ITU,  crHliiift  >i  BMk) 

■11   IT      t 

nw,        Jo. 

fltl    II     V 

V.Ki.            Ji). 

_ 

H3     1    11 

INOn,           (In. 

IIJI     3     U 

IHOA.              (fa. 

. 

lOflT  IH     11 

IKIO,              do. 

l«»U     11     ft 

1*J5.              Jo.      . 

, 

n'ii  II    II 

INSV.ffKlliiff  MiLrrli25lli  . 

iSlU  l»     N 

I«i5,            Jo. 

^4t^    l<     c 

>B3J,            Jo. 

. 

u\i*   s    0 

IMU.            do. 

U«21     1     X 

t»3«.            Jo. 

. 

IWJ     4     ff 

.'Xt  ihift  time  the  tiiiion   of  Ryo,  with  Uio  luyoining  itnmhi 
of  Brcdc,    8t.    Ttioman    thn    Apostlrr,   Wiiichclsca,   Ldituorc* 
Ic-klcshnm,    Bccklcy,    Northinm,   Idon,    PlaydoH.    Fensmarsh, 
East  Guildford,  and  Broomhill,  was   effected,  and  the  ntc« 
since  have  been  ns  follows,  vie. : 

ISKI.niLlliiit  Mgrdtd-iiJi      ■  -         SMI  13     t 

ttlU,  (to.  -  tn9  ID     0 


h.     I 

J 


Previously  to  the  ycu-  1UI6  the  accounts  of  nil  iMiisheK  were 
audited  at  Raster,  which,  being  a  mnvrnblc  fcitst,  ucca>siuQi-d 
a  f^rcAt  difTcrcnct;  iu  the  kngtb  of  different  y^an,  nomc  con- 
taining less  and  some  more  than  tuelvc  months,  and  thtis 
affording  an  uncertain  standard  by  which  to  cidciilatc  th^ 
year's  exiKnacs;  but  in  the  year  ubuvc  niviitioncil  a'l  acl  was 
l»aBsed  direrlln'i;  (hat  all  piirot-liiai  accuuiit<i  theiicerorvt iird 
should  be  audited  miiiuuily  on  Lady  Day,  March  2.'>tb,  tlim 
nuking  each  year  of  one  uuiforiu  duration. 

From  171.1  lo  171^0  we  may  tniec  a  n-rtiiiii  liiil  gmdual  nwe 
ill  the  rates,  with  here  and  there  a  xbght  intermiNsion;  ihuac 
of  the  Gmt  aiiinuiitiiif^  to  \Wl.,  and  uf  (lie  latter  to  MAt^ 
sliuwin":  an  annual  increase  in  thc«  scvcnty-stx  ycura  of  only  11. ; 
whci^-a.t  fnmi  l~£)l>  to  I7!I5  the  rates  iiicA^sed  in  n  mtio  of 
»2/.  B  year,  mid  from  1792  to  ISOU  of  63/. 

I^e  winter  of  IT9S  was  one  of  unusual  Sf^rmit^  («hcftt 
Irnvin^  risen  from  Wi.  to  HOj.  per  quarter),  and  hence  the  (lOur 
were  in  Rrfal  di^'trcBH,  when  the  inagit>trn(i.'i)  uf  lifrkhbinr 
adopted  a  new  plan  of  rclici',  "hieh,  bein^  tViIlowed  by  other 
niai^istrntcs  also,  oonlinned  to  be  acted  on  afu-r  ihc  ncccuity 
wliieli  first  occaBtoni-ti  !>  had  ceiiM.-d  to  exist,  and  froa)  tlii* 
cauAc  may  be  traced  the  cnQnnou^  increaie.  which,  in  (hi< 
course:  iif  the  next  forty  yi*ai«,  took  pliiec  iu  the  suppori  uf  tbtf 
IwtiT.  llic  plan  vtHK  this:  each  nK-iii1>er  of  n  faintly  naa  a»ii> 
posetl  til  ri'tjuirL-  ii  certain  quantity  of  brrotl  fur  Ibi-ir  wcrUj 
HiilMistenee,  and     the    pansti  ttm    to    supply   wlMlever  tbr 
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lnhoiin?r'8  witges  woultl  not  enable  him  to  purchase.  Thus, 
supposing  a  man  earning  I'iji.  a  week  was  t'xjiected  to 
maintaii)  himself,  his  tvife,  anil  tlirce  rhildmi  un  this  sum; 
for  cvety  extra  child  he  had  so  much  bread  allowed  him  by 
the  jiarish.  This  actcil  a»  a  houitly  on  marrinj^,  and  henc« 
many  impro'V'ident  ones  were  formed,  as  every  man  knew  that, 
when  his  family  iucrcosed  beyond  what  he  could  mointaiu  on 
his  wagcis,  there  was  a  pariah  treaniir}-,  to  which  he  could 
resort  in  lime  of  need  to  have  Uia  want*  n^icvwl.  To  this  also 
must  be  added  the  f:itt  that  single  men  were  not  only  not 
retieveil,  hut  ihvir  i;mnluycr»  luiid  iht-m  lottn  wii^-x  thftn  llwy 
did  marrivd  ones,  on  tiie  princmle  that  they  roufd  li%-e  <m  less 
thwi  the  Utter,  thus  ptninly  iclliM];  them  to  f^cl  miirniTd,  iind 
then  ihcy  should  have  a»  hi^b  wug»  an  the  others;  forgielling 
the  true  pritieiple  that  n  certain  quantum  of  work  was  worth 
a  certain  quantum  of  money,  whether  it  wns  cxccutctt  by  a 
ninglc  or  a  marned  man.  Another  system,  loo,  cri'pt  in,  the 
olfsprinfj  of  ihr  same  prolific  parent,  that  of  notoriuusly  under- 
paying labourers  and  sending  them  to  the  parish  to  eke  out 
their  ittibsistcncc. 

After  the  introduction  of  such  a  system  vie  m«5  cease  to 
wonder  ihal  in  due  time  every  I-ibouring  mnn  hccnmc  a  pniqicr. 
It  wa^  under  iiK  bdui-fu)  iiilUieiu-«!  thai  the  parish  of  Kye  saw 
its  rates,  in  \^'-^'2,  amount  to  -JGo^i/.,  out  of  which  about  4000/. 
WHS  collwtcd.  slill  leaving  it  saddled  with  a  <lebl  of  173H/, 
Being  involved  in  these  difBcultics  the  [mrishioncrs  set  them- 
selves manfully  to  work  to  extriatte  themselves  from  them, 
mid  they  succeeded  so  well  tliat,  by  Lady  Day  l^-Sli,  the  poor 
krates  for  the  previous  year  only  umounled  to  I  'J'J'SL,  and  the 
Tpan.^b  was  out  of  debt.  By  the  judicious  mnnngemeni  of  the 
select  vestry,  it  became  clear  that  seven  rales  in  two  years 
producing  -H-'25/.  or  '2012/.  a-ycar  wouhl  be  quite  suHicieut  to 
defrvy  the  expenses  attendant  un  the  Kupport  of  the  poor. 
And  hence  a<i  the  annual  rxjienHC  under  the  union  is,  after 
deducting  the  uncollected  rale,  '3-')7f'/.,  ii  is  quite  clear  that 
the  parish  of  Rye,  so  far  from  giiiniiig  by  the  union,  has  hail 
lis  cxptriiHes  incrcnxcd. 

When  the  union  was  fintt  formed,  in  IS.Ifi,  tlic  populmion  of 
each  pnrish  included  in  it,  and  the  ainiual  expense  uf  support- 
ing their  poor,  were  as  under,  viz. : 
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Tbc  general  average,  per  liead,  was  «I)out  1/,  while  tl»t 
of  Rye  was  only  fourteen  sliiiiings,  beinf*  I'le  lowest,  witli 
the  exception  of  Playdcn,  plniiily  evinring  how  jiMlicioas  IimI 
been  the  mnnagf^mcnt  of  the  itclect  veiitrv  ;  by  the  membrrs 
of  which  body  this  bcnciicini  change  liaJ  been  etfeetcd  since 
1H3'2  and  ISA'A,  vhen  tlie  average  ffas  fully  twenty  sbiUiogs  per 
head. 

Speaking  nf  the  union,  wc  may  here  mention  that  on  Jan. 
13th,  I7yy,  then-  is  the  foUowinji;  entry  in  tho  veatry-book: 

"  At  a  vcatry  htJd  this  day,  aflcr  due  Rotioc  ^ven,  resolved, 
that  the  proposal  now  offoiwl  to  theconsidemtjon  of  thia  vestry, 
for  thcpurpofic  of  consolidating  the  poor  of  several  neiplibour- 
ini;  parishes,  he  proucutcd,  and  that  the  Rev.  Mr.  Pane,  the 
churchwardens,  overseers,  and  the  gentlemen  prcw-nt,  W  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  cunaider  and  forward  the  plan,  and  tu 
report  the  same  to  a  future  Tentry.  And  that  the  commitice 
above  menliotied  )>«  desired  to  meet  a  committee  of  several 
oeif^hbouring  pari&hes,  nt  the  Cock  Inn,  Peasmnrsh,  at  10  iiVlock 
in  the  forenoon  of  Monday,  21tit  tnatunt,  January." 

What  steps  were  taken  doe»  not  ap|>car,  as  wc  find  no  rciwrt 
ou  the  subject. 

In  I7S3  the  parifth  purchased  the  workhonac  in  the  Gun. 
garden,  of  Mr.  Davis,  having  previously  rented  it  of  him  for  this 
purpose ;  and  at  the  &anic  time  they  flold  the  Pest-house  to  Mr. 
'Iliomas  Phiiiiiips  Lamb.  In  I7US  the  workhouse  vas  enlarged, 
and  again  in  iKU!).  AAer  the  union  of  the  piuHshes  iu  l!4:l5 
great  itdditious  were  made  to  it,  us  well  as  to  the  house  at 
Brvde,  with  the  hope  of  escaping  the  great  exjieUw  of  erecting 
one  genend  house  for  the  whole;  but  the  Poor-liiw  Coramia- 
sioners  insisting  on  having  one  built,  their  order  wax  (xiimilied 
with,  and  executed  ai  the  latter  end  of  the  year  )H4-'t,  anu  the 
old  Uye  workhouse  was  abandoned  in  consequence,  in  llie 
suiimu-r  of  IK-1-1. 

We  have  before  isltUed  that  the  town  rate  was  rallei)  an  aliilily- 
tox  down  to  the  year  17yH,  wlicii  the  first  mention  is  niailc  i>f 
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&  rcntnl  by  which  it  vnu  regulated ;  and  the  rollowinj;  li«t  will          ^H 

show  the  value  which  was  then  put  on  various 

pro^wrties  in  tlie          ^| 
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4     D 
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e  0 
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^H 

^^H              Lnoib.Tlia*.,  Bh|.  (now  Mn.  Watioa) 

rj  IV 

^H 

li  Id 

^H 

^^H               Kt/tjnn,  Lvwb,  hau*«  (Vta,  tlaUavny,  Wi«li 

^H 

^^H                      aUMl 

T   10 

^1 

^^H              sit*  ml  Urvnvry                  ... 

l»     0 

^H 

^^B              Mrfcaw,  Jnmcv  (P.  LflDfcfanl,  IligbitMet) 

A     0 

-^H 

^^^1               NuTturl  Joliii<riuw  Ctiu.  l'i«nr«'n) 

ij  Id 

^^^1 

^^H             I'roctcr,  NitUil.  (Priincu  WiImHi  tttrK^on) 

10    0 

■^H 

^^H               Pnlr.  ttev.  Mx..  ViealtgV 
^^H              Smsll  llt>x  Inrm,  lowii  diiu 

3  10 

^^1 

M    0 

^H 

^H              St>IT<!ll.JutJJi(Jit>.llfMell.SIllpJtlRl) 

s  lU 

^H 

^^H              Tb«  li<>(>r|cr  Inn         ... 

IN     0 

^H 

^^U              Stonlinin,  Uavlil  (—  PutbT,  lllffti  itre«l) 

4   10 

^H 

^^^B              Tutiii>r,  KiAncii,  Hiitli  •tnwt 

S    0 

^H 

^^^H                Thr  LuaJun  IViiiIri  Inn 

1  10 

^M 

^^B                TboQarvii'i  Una  do. 

«    0 

^H 

^^H              WalMtMD,  Mm.  (tiro.  Kniftht,  nur^^uoo) 

I    d 

^H 

^^H               WtratloU,  Jiibn    9.  B.  Brocket,  illgb  atmrt 
^^H             Malvn,  Wm. (buduiniUi'*  vbop) 

0  10 

^1 

■1     0 

^H 

This  rate  wa»  dated  March  8th,  1798,  nnd 

\ni»  one  of  four         ^H 

shillti^sin  the  pound,  jrieldingil'.?/.  Is.,  showing  the 
annual  value  ol'the  uro|>erty  within  the  toim  to  oe  1 

estimated           ^H 

L>t>U/.  5«.               ^1 

Tlic  following  wil  sbow  tlic  cscimutcd  value  of  laud  in  the          ^H 

liberty  of  Rye : 

^H 

<  *. 

^1 

TTw  Mill  iliau                 .                .                _ 

4   a 

■ 

^^^               Sco«ud  Maxh 

4  i« 

—^M 

^^B             HiBimKb'*  MnrttiM      ... 

•    u 

^^^H 

^^H             Part  of  l^nrlabna 

S3    A 

SP^^^H 

^^H             Ptrt  nf  CwMianiigh 

V-l   10 

^^H 

^^M             RjEFnry 

10    0 

^^1 

^^H             J«hn  OfW'*  MaratiR)     -               .              • 

lai  0 

^H 

^^1             EdMOuU  Jmda,  mill  iiul  fiaU 

*  10 

H 

^H             BuU  Mwiiti 

7  10 

1 

CiU  A 

_l 

£     ». 

^ 

3M    s 

o 

4  10 

s 

I    10 

o 

IP     5 

0 

11    10 

0 

7  10 

0 

i  10 

0 

S     0 

0 

M     0 

0 

3     i 

0 

10   15 

0 

4  10 

0 

S     5 

0 

i     i 

u 

1      0 

0 

£t05    0 

0 
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BnMiftat  (orvsnl 
Jaltn  Ha4h>cfc'<  <uiim  utd  •wnba 
Mill  Fithi 

MooiKfirbl,  Kin«'9  FMd,  *r. 
TbirrI  ant  FoorUi  Msntws 
MidJie  Manti  and  Siirin^  Manbe* 
(Jwen'*  Manbe* 
Pole  MaTjb 
Part  of  Cattle  LiumI 
Fml  Mar^h 
Pan  of  Rolicndpn 
Sail  Marabe* 
SalU,  Daniel  Siait'* 
Old  MiU  FielJ     . 
Spiin^fiHd 


This  rental,  at  four  shillinga  in  the  pound,  produced  the  sum 

of  81/. 

The  town  was  divided  into  six  wards,  viz.  Landgate,  Strand- 
gate,  Middle  street,  Watchbell  street.  Market  street,  and 
Bedding's. 

Out-dwellera  and  those  who  were  not  housekeepers  were  taxed 
as  under,  viz. : 

The  Rwht  Hun.  Lord  llawkibui),  M.P. 
Tbe  Kii^ht  Hon.  Saunders  Dundiu,  M.P. 
Thonuu  Pearch,  treeman 
Tbumas  DaTiii  Lamb,  Eiiq.  >  .       , 
William  WatBon.  Ek}.  jJ"""*     - 

John  Merjon 
TbomHB  Coiike,  Jnn. 

The  property  in  the  foreign  was  rated  as  under,  on  March 
lOth,  1798: 

Piirt  of  I'flKliani 

]>o.  ofMnrly 

Do.  of  Cadh'irouijh 

Do.  of  Lewi'hiini 

Ilaru  IIhcuii 

Fut/J'  Liiiid 

SkIIb  near  thu  Channel 

(Jwon's  Lnnd 

New  Hoiuii*  I.niiil 

I'lirt  uf  Lhh  farm 

lliHid  Mill  Wood 

I'lirt  uf  Lewlnhnni 

i»o.  of  l.ei',  beecli  Held,  and  brook 

Do.  of  Lewwhani 

Do.  of  Irt^i 

Do.  of  Kind's  Field 

MurfittN  Wood 

Cold  [Inrbour  und  Newnum  WoihI 

NewhiK  L.ind 

L'nniLHl  forward  ■  i.'3UM    10     U 


£   '■ 

d. 

1  11 

e 

1  11 

8 

0     5 

0 

0  10 

6 

U  10 

0 

0     5 

0 

0     5 

0 

&  undei 

■>  ' 

£  *. 

•/. 

.^    a 

<) 

7    10 

0 

UO    10 

0 

i^  16 

0 

\3     0 

0 

0     0 

0 

\A     0 

0 

20  lu 

(1 

a  10 

u 

•l     0 

0 

7    10 

0 

2    II) 

0 

105      0 

u 

a    0 

» 

17      0 

0 

3   1.'. 

0 

;i  10 

0 

0   10 

u 

i5     0 

u 

I'AKUCHIAt.  IIISTIIRV. 


■M7 


^K 

£     •. 

rf 

llroiiRlit  lni*nn] 

» 

:iOM  la 

II 

riood   MiU  ■■■>l  -10  «'.  wiMi^ 

. 

IV    a 

a 

*ivn\  UlHl 

■ 

I&    » 

0 

l*art  ii(  >Vn>ll«ml 

- 

Kli    0 

II 

I)n.  of  Liiil'linui  niiil  Roltrnilm 

M    i 

u 

Uu.  ol  U'llcrifi'i  Liiiil 

. 

m   • 

II 

IM.  ol  H>».»IMllt 

. 

a    0 

0 

Do.  uf  U^wiiliiun  Hiul  1<a> 

• 

i\    <i 

n 

Rul  Tlifliidi  l^iiil 

. 

SI    (1 

0 

UIJ  Mill  IVU 

, 

a  li 

0 

Pwl  vj  Tllllnfthmii 

, 

4  10 

0 

1"u«ii  S*1l> 

• 

11     0 

II 

Sinvn]  aiTiiill  hoimra,  tus- 

• 

0  » 

« 

£061   16  0 

This  milsl,  at  four  Hhitlinjfs  in  thi-  ]M>uiicI,  fpvee  1^1/.  I  la. 
Tito  whole  reittiil,  in  1 7!)»,  wttn  estimated  tor  rating  to  tbc 

mwr  an  iindvr : 

£     ).  rf. 

Ui  Uw  lowii  •  lUUO    ft  0 

Of  lbi>  llbwrlj  -  40&    t>  • 

Oru>e(anign  ■  -  611   I  fi  ft 


Previous  to  1837  the  Fcntnl  wiut — 

or  Ihn  io«n 

or  Uut  metis 

or  (IM  (anlftii       - 


CiXVt     0     n 


3431  ID  0 

«3A  10  0 

im  IS  ft 

g4M&  lA  • 


In  (his  lutCcryear  a  new  valuatioii  was  made,  giving  the  fol 

lovriug  n-suUs : 

Htnlaldlown  TaiD  IJ  • 

Rantnl  oT  Ulwif  tiHA  1ft  0 

Rental  of  fiMcim  -                •        3014     S  ff 


^llcisv  ID    o 


The  relative  projiortiouB  of  the  several  rentttis  of  the  lorcign 
and  town  and  liherty  have  undergone  great  changes  in  the  course 
of  one  hundred  ami  tkirt>'-6vc  yt-ara,  from  I71U  tolM6i  as  will 
apjKar  from  the  following  tabic: 

In  IT  10      The  lawn  and  lihni}  racmOnl  the  foicini  by  exaeOj  one  (uurtfi. 
1140.    Thpy  exciwdr^  Uii*  Uitor  by  Uinw  WTunlbf. 
ITM.     Tbrj  eicrwdiHl  Ihna  hy  ipijr  nMilj  llw  MKllv^ 
I1M.     I'lip  tuwiiaiiil  llbtrtj  Kici-iHled  tfae  (oralis  ID  Ibo  pro|ic«OiMi  of  iwa 

■•d  a  ((lurkT  ta  on*. 
DetvMfi  UM  ukI  im.    Tfao  rornier  nomlvd  (ha  tallat  lii  Ui*  pro|Kir- 

llon  of  two  itnJ  a  bnl(  lu  oiti-. 
3in«  1U1  Ike  town  and  llhnrt]!  him  excoednl  tte  (onagn  In  ttK  |>ri|>w 
linn  of  'ru<ttj  Ibrw  t^i  unr. 

These  cbut^-s  indi«ftlc  ou«  of  th»c  tilings,  viz. 
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pARocHiAi.  iitrronv. 


Ut.  That  the  town  was  rated  duproporlionatcly  low  in  the 
first  part  of  these  racin}^. 

2d.  That  the  town  is  hott  rated  ctisproportionately  Ar^A. 

3d.  Or,  that  the  town  and  liberty  have  greatly  increased  in 
value  within  the  Last  centui^,  as  compared  with  the  tand  in  tbc 
foreign  of  Rye. 

That  a  (;reat  iuci'tasc  has  taken  pl&ec  in  thp  town  and  libcrnr, 
within  the  last  lifty  years,  can  scarcely  be  disputed  ;  but  whe- 
ther to  such  an  extent  as  indicated  by  the  poor-book  wc  will 
not  undertake  to  say.  louring  this  half  centurj'  there  havvb<:cn 
two  hundred  and  seventy-four  new  houses  erected  without  the 
walls  of  the  to\Tn,  uirludinK  ^^**''<^*  ^^d  warehouses,  and  tifty-six 
within  ;  making  a  total  of  three  hundred  and  iliirty.  By  the 
inrloHurc  of  the  Salt  Kfarshes,  under  the  Embankment  Act  of 
1 833,  rcckoniQK  Uic  North  Salta,  the  Town  Sulla,  and  tltc  CasUc 
Salts>  there  have  been  added  to  the  liberty  one  hundred  and 
fifty  acres  of  land,  serving  coasidcnibly  to  increase  the  nUcable 
ineome  of  the  pariah. 

Speaking  of  crabaiikmcnl,  we  may  observe  that  the  pariah 
of  Hye,  in  the  course  of  centuries,  has  grown  in  size  lo  a  gr^t 
extent,  by  the  rccctision  of  the  scu;  and  it  may  he  curious  to 
trace  the  origin  of  one  farm,  which  we  are  enabled  to  du  in  the 
case  of  the  Castle  land,  which  was  not  rated  lo  the  poor  in  1 654, 
DO  part  of  that  which  ties  in  the  |>arish  of  Rye  hnvmgfaeen  then 
rescued  from  the  water.     The  6rst  rating  was — 

Id  1701,  anonnUiie  aanuallj  lA 

1T0.1 

li«  .. 

ITIO 

mi 

11S3 

IMS,  JniiuaTjr 

list,  Msy 

lje«t 

ISM 

lUI 

Thus  the  Cwttlc  l.iiid  grew  from  noihing  in  16G4  to  1*J4/.  I5i. 
in  18;tl,  containing  IGffmrrca:  whereas  thertiital  of  the  foreign, 
deducting  the  Castle  land,  which  was  not  inclu<Ied  in  it  in  inS-l^ 
only  increaKd  in  the  trifling  sum  of  16/.  3t.  6d. 


n 
It 


£ 

». 

tf. 

6 

0 

0 

1* 

0 

• 

« 

a 

0 

it 

0 

B 

M 

II 

0 

« 

0 

0 

W 

0 

« 

)M 

0 

0 

M 

0 

« 

104 

0 

u 

101 

» 

0 

tit 

1.5 

a 

Tb(  r«t«  la  IMl  Uring  brvn 
Do.        lUl        d». 


£  *- 
TOd  10 
til  la 


J. 
0 


£1*    3    • 

llic  Buhjoined   table  U  ^ven  with  a  view  to  show  the 

value  of  all  the  [iropcrty  in  the  town  and  pariah  of  Uyc,  in  the 


jrcar  1 833,  together  with  the  names  of  the  owners  and  their 
pmportionnte  pnrtB  of  the  same.  We  have  not  the  presumption 
to  suppose  that  our  account  is  exact  in  every  parlicutEu-,biit  «c 
tru^t  it  »ill  be  found  suflicionlly norurnte  loHcrt.'(>  n»n  st^iitlonl, 
wlierebv  to  mcasuro  any  ^eat  rise  or  fall  which  may  occur  in 
tiie  L-oursc  of  time  hweaftw ;  provided  this  little  work  shuil  be 
fortuiinte  enough  to  be  in  existence  when  such  a  change  shall 
take  place.    , 

We  wilt  gqpra  our  readers  the  data  on  which  vee  have  made 
our  calculations,  and  then  tlity  may  judge  for  themselves  as  to 
the  prolWiility  of  thi^ir  bein^  accurate. 

Previously  to  the  year  IS;J7,  the  rateable  value  both  of  houses 
in  the  town,  and  of  lands  ^vithout,  was  conaidered  to  be  much 
under  the  real  value,  that  of  the  former  being  lower  than  the 
latter.  The  proportions  were  these:  bouses  rated  nt  two  sixths 
of  their  real  value,  lands  rated  at  two  and  a  half  sixths  of  do. ; 
and  if  the  render  compares  the  vahinlion  before  iS37  with  that 
after  it  (lis  given  in  a  preceding  Pari),  he  w  ill  find  lhe«c  pmpor- 
tinns  correct,  piirticularly  when  he  bcara  in  mind  that  the  latter 
ia  supposed  to  give  the  real  rental  of  the  parish.  Having  ascer- 
tained this,  wc  have  valued  the  land  at  thirty  years'  purchase, 
and  the  houses  at  twenty  years'. 

With  these  preliminaries  we  proceed  with  the  insertion  of  our 
proposed  table. 


Owntna'  Nkois*. 


Vktwof 

£  ».  d. 

AftwnrJ,  Wiltuai       •         S.MS  O  O 

AIh!n,.(uBt>ii)Rii        •            t,MO  0  « 

Aniaii,  John  and  f^miUHl  1,300  0  0 

K)M.  Hobnt                   ■         2tU  0  0 

Appa,  WilUnm         ■                  lUi  0  0 

Anw,  TbniDM                        80  0  0 

Axon,  Jahn            -                 !S5  fl  0 

Auntoi.  Swvh«n  CbHik          aio  0  0 

AKIl^l>tnllIlIn,  Sit  U'ilUalH    «^i  10  0 

Au>Un,  (iforEF               -         .HO  0  0 

AoKliii, .  K><|.,S«rflactiiU3a  fl  O 

niackntao,  Wlilu*  JnuiM     l.l.'MI  U  U 

Bfiw's  Thoiiiu           -          1,^13  O  O 

Bull",  Mf«.                            "O  «  O 

Dnm>«t,  Wiatm              .          00  0  0 

BHIlnfilinni.  John   •                l(M  0  0 

Blnckamii,  Jaimn           -        BOO  •  0 

[fack,  I'tlir-r                          BU  •  0 

(nu         -             *    lUIS  l«  0 

Bona*.  EilwanI     ■               NIO  ft  I) 

Bnrrr  rn-'h-orh              -        I.4I»  10  0 

Umiirr,  WllKain^ .                 I  ,«tO  O  0 

Bflicnr,  un<io«,  Fairiifiht      anu  0  0 

Ontlrr,  Kicbonl  Weeden         mn  0  0 


Ownert'  yanwa, 


tMupof 
ftvferlf . 


Dt*chf>mn,  WlllUm                 1^9  0  0 

BlalK.  Jaatn                         Hit  0  0 

Ttrnciri,  JiuncA                -            I  .S  O  0 

llnptlit  Cluiw)         •                 SN.'i  0  0 

lloiini,  tlencj                •        4S0  0  0 

|)(Mi|i, -                 30  0  a 

Itourn,  IVUtlnni               -         130  0  0 

itrnzlRr.  Wentj         ■            9.104  0  S 

BiutlTiKlon.  Gnriof           -     i.*75  10  0 

nnim.  Rdlmd  .  1,410  U  0 
Oittrts,  Gd-iranJ  Jen'miab. 

fU^i-  ■  iVfiU  i  0 
C'lnnihiTliiIri   {Brock*!) 

.>(.  ».,  E«l.                •         l.M»  10  0 

Cmwliimt,  Ihoiuu          -    m  9  9 

CbunAltr,  Wjtllnm      •            3N  H  0 

Cbktietlon.  \VIItUia      •       A0«  0  0 

Chalimon,  Rdvonl             I.IU  0  0 

TorJ.  HtnurriiHrtof           105  0  0 

Ciillr;.  Itrxry                          400  0  0 

CUrh.  Thnnui  (niitlei)           «M  0  0 

Cliuh.  Plthw                             TM  0  0 

ClMfmiin.  (>™m          >       lis  0  0 

CliallPrtevn,  J>w)>b                   330  0  0 

ClaA,  Tliomni  (<UlDinigbt)  :■  o  o 
29 


^^(460 
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M 

^^^0 

Volueuf 

VnlM  of      1 

^               Qiriwn'  Nunca. 

PiQiicily. 

Owntn'  NuriM.                  Pro|i#r>)r.      1 

^^^B 

£     '■  rf- 

f 

:  4.   m 

Celebrook,  wmioin 

SIO     0     • 

HadJach,  Mn.,  WlJow        t,a3J 

O     0     ■ 

Cvtd.  WlllKn 

X-'.$    0    0 

Hollaiob.Un.J  ttSfD,  W  ld««  940 

0    0     ■ 

Cnir,  Cliri-<Ii>|>Iier 

]Hd    a   0 

Hi-A.),  ^VllUnni,  CoyUla     -     10^ 

0     0^ 

Cbrhimio,  Willow 

ntlll     0     0 

Hmlh,  Richiid       •             2,30d 

0    V 

Cvsip-r,  Ibujnut,  IjBlriuf 

SJO    0    u 

Il:irmaii,  >ViJow            •        3T0 

0    fl 

curb,  Ilfnr}  Vacork     • 

3III     0     0 

Huywird.  Tbaina*                   CTO 

a  * 

CUrk,  IVlJaw  Pblllji 

ISO   0    n 

Haililork.MU'Atin    •        l.TJl 

10    » 

Colli  tm,  (Jnonit 

£10   a    a 

llniell,  JaKea                              U5 

a   9 

Cruokp)'.  ^Villimn     ■ 

ms   0    0 

Haner,  Nk-IialM        -             4J0 

0    0 

CDt|iornIl(ii>  of  ItjB 

0,421  10    0 

0    0 

Clnrk,  Tlioina*.  (.^aptlin 

IM     0    4 

llutfiinl,  Mf>.,  Wklow.  lite 

1 

Collinii,  Wiiliiw 

}9S     0     0 

ufJUii      -               •        ats 

0     0 

Carlhdiati,  William     - 

7M     0     0 

Hav,  Mfljor,  Inle    -                 <KW 

0    0 

Diiminl,  — — ■,  l)ctr»<i{ 

OIH)     0     0 

J.inrtr,  iiciicjitnuttnaT  >>IM 

0    0 

Dfnikt,  J<>bn 

•1(10     0     0 

Jubb.  Wiiuam               -        Sd3 

0     0 

Diiiitui.  wtlilatn 

DO     0     0 

JmijccJnim           -                MS 

0     D 

]>iiiilel,  ititln^rt         • 

lio  0  a 

Jni^kMn,  Mn..Wldwr           «»0 

0     0 

Due,  HUlmm 

3.11]     0     0 

Jnrkiiitii,  .Iiihfi                 -         BIS 

d   0 

IJnive*.  Wvnleu  (•olidt0r)l,UiO     0    0 

jHtri'U,  r.rurici!.  IlnfUiiit*          TS 

a   0 

I]fii){iiIp,  Mr». 

IMII     0     0 

Jirrvll,  niitow                .         «0S 

n   0 

Dirfliii'.  WiUiam,  Eaq.    • 

1  ,i«0    a    0 

Jutrult,  William      .                  105 

n   0 

Eltjf,  Jiilin,  Smiilliiml 

Hlfi     0     0 

txi'iirirll,  Jtahri,  aea.         «          -IflO 

0     0 

KIUikIpii,  Jnnifi 

l.li^     t>    II 

Kimj.r™.  tVilllnm  -                    300 

0     0 

KilmuiiiJ.i,  Janli^  nilil 

l.uiiili,  (If*.  GcDif^Aupulaa. 

VVillmai 

(MO     0     0 

D.  U.                 .                   t».l*t 

10   a 

Eilwnidi,  Kilwanl,  teu. 

4an    0    0 

Liiihllool,  John               -         its 

0     0 

FMJ.Jupin 

000     0     0 

Lra>VT,  tt'ldiw       -                 4W 

0    0 

Fnicll.  Mn.           • 

MB    »    0 

LnwrmcK,  Jobn             •        filO 

0    0 

Frewin.  mim.  NnriMsm 

405     l>     0 

■..anltiet,  Jubii  HtUotk, 

Frjimin,  Chnileu  Kcnnvll 

l^SM    0    0 

( mliL-ilcir)             .             9.091 

0    t) 

I'otipi,  Julin 

■  Ml    0    0 

I.AVBIIW,  Hkhard          •        HO 

0     0 

Fufhj,  SHiiiuri 

210    0     0 

Lanei,  Tlicinias                        ViS 

0     0 

Frlrf,  Uirurfia 

mo  0   0 
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Gulfiv),  TlioniBi 
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Cridlia*,  .\1(>.„  W'lit'iw 

l^H     0     0 
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Gill,  Panivl 

4iO     0     0 
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Glndinan,  Jbiuh 
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O     0 
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Mill.,  Jovrrli                            030 
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IKK>     0     0 

UerjroQ.JobB,  •Ml  tloUow**, 
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^'"liain                     -         ifiU 
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Holt,  Jobn     - 

31i     0     0 
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on    a   0 

Jler]<an,CbBilci  L«iiu       X.IO 

0     0        ■ 
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no    0    0 
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0    0       1 
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U'HbI«,  Tlionu  ■                   *0 

0     0         1 

Hoad,  JuDM 

430     0     0 

NcxUin,  Jobn,  heli>  of       IJ.M1   10     0        1 

Holjoirn,  WllltaiB 

•10    0     0 

Xotl«j',  M'lliUw             ■       JfiU 

0     0         ■ 

woo 

Proawf,  Kov.  JaiMH.  Tbani*  OIA 

do      1 

Ulcta,  CbwlN 
HolU>,  WUIlMi      . 

l,0M     0     0 
TOJ     0     0 

Pals. .  bnin  ul  (black- 

nnilJl)                           •           to 

0     »         1 

■ 
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ValM  of               1 

0«ner>'  Kam««. 

I'lOftltf. 

0«im>'  Nameib 

Pro,si1]t.               ■ 

£ 

*, 

4. 

£ 

«.  J. 

PImU,  Itobort 

aii 

0 

0 

Ttiam|)M>n,Ge<)TKr,h(Jnar  3,435 

0   « 

Pruclrr,  Nkthnnlel,  &q. 

S,8I)I 

« 

0 

Tuti,  John,  hitin  oif 

MO 

0    0 

Parlab  of  K}r 

iH« 

0 

o 

Tsmoetl,  Junp*.  Itiiitport 

SHU 

O     0 

Pb)U|w,  Un..  H'i.Iair 
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0 

0 

Turner,  Kraiici* 

ooa 

o   a 

PI|Hrr,  Jruv,  ilivkhunt 

IfiW 

0 

0 

Tbotpc,  Tliamoi  - 

l,w» 

0     0 

Pnlne,  Mn.,  Widow      • 

'UO 

0 

0 

Tlioninii  Cliarletijuii. 

300 

9    0 

rilclwi,  Cbitrin     ■ 

■|H<P 

0 

0 

Tutnr.r,  Jiimpf,  HriblU 

46S 

0     0 

PraclM.Ttii>(Dai<Ki|ti:ibir)    W» 

0 

0 

Thampntn.  Oliie,  hvin  of 

S:0 

0    0 

Pl«,  Tboms*,  Kw|. 

uai 

10 

0 

Tillman,  Urtxrj 

Ifti 

0    0 

PtwW,  WtU,  PWUIMMh 
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0 

0 

I'ickner,  IMwmil,  Londoit 

M 

e  0 

K«Sa.  WlUlaoi,  bslM  of 

S.OIT 

10 

0 

Tlioiiiu,  Chailn,  Mn. 
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0    0 

RumrO.  JiHiKS 

l.ODJ 

0 

0 

TbjIoi,  Daiid 
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IdO 

l> 

0 

Tltknn,  P«lrr 
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0    0 

RmtmAna.  WaUun       ■ 
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0 

0 

Tailor,  ChulM       - 

4  to 

O     0 

KliodB*,  Mn.,  I^iilow 
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0 

u 

Turi>|iilir  IriutcM 

lOd 
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It]*  barbour 
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|0 

0 

Vullijr,  Jodii 
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tl     0 

Hbodoi*,  Dan 

ou 

0 

0 
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1.110 
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M) 

0 

0 
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0 

0 
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0    0 

Slunliaiu.  Jnnii*! 

IJ»0 

(1 

0 

Woodbanu.  Nti.,  WUow 

«.B00 

0     0 

Sh«ri«ll.  U'llllui 

l.ilA 

0 

0 

U'kb^f.  Edward 

I.IJO 

0    0 

Smitb.  Jmmlafc 

i,a(ii 

0 

0 

WooJ,  WtlllMn 

4>S 

0    0 

SniiUi,  John 
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0 

0 

U'rlibl,  JaniM 

»1S 

0    0 

SFjrmaiK.  .tmiiM 

3.UJ 

0 

0 

tt'iwllrtl.  Wliliani 

iOi 

0    0 
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1,010 

o 

0 

Vl'umll.  Mr.. 

no 

0    0 

Sklniwt,  G«cirg« 

Oti 

0 

0 

\VFrlF)au  cbupel 

SIO 

0    0 

.<it>ulltl<>U,  TbomM,  vrit- 

H'heeler,  Rciboet     • 

4«D 

0    0 

tcrtbitn 

00 

0 

0 

WnlMii,  (.'bill'* 

9tO 

0    0 

Smith.  IVillinm 
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0 

0 
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UO 

0  a 

Sledbeiu,  Jubii      • 
Slad*,  Mr*. 

1£0 

0 

0 

Wakrt,  triJilitim 

l»d 

0    0 

itpd 

0 

fl 

Walm.  NitbuUa   • 

H 

0    9 

SUlenua.  Kkbihl.  Etq. 

HOC 

a 

0 

WatWUi.  Tbooiai 
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0    0 

Sfliwtoll.Jolin 
Sohool-baaie 

doo 

0 
0 

0 

0 

15 
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SaloiM,  Janw* 

ao 

0 

0 
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C 

■ 
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Pnrrlun  irnlal,  sl  3D  jura'  partbue,  Mll» 

HM     0     0 

LiWity 

to. 

BO            do.            A3I0f) 

^^^M 

nxi  i(t   0 

1  nwn 

do. 

lU            do.          UUH 

1 

XI3U2a  to    D 

£i«l1M 

If  twenty  years* 

purchase  be  considered  too  higli   for  the            1 

boiiftcs,  bud  |>crh*pa  il  is, 

thcu  we  may  eubstitule  fifteen  y 

can,             I 

and  the  town  iimpvrty  w 

ill  be  reduced  to  108,412/., 

and 

that            ■ 

of  tlic  whole  |uirt»li 

to  2,W,2r>-2/. 

1 

lltere  is  a  slight 

difference  be 

n-cen  tbin  rental  and  that  given            | 

before,  which  mm  IQfioiii 

.  I0«, 

while  this  IS  only  \'2, 

D22t  IOk.       J 

—37/. 

■ 

The  rcnld  of  1837  was 

as 

■ 

follows,  \-iz. : 
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Thus  the  difference  in  rental  is  37/.,  and  in  the  real  value- 
s'?/, \0s.  And  this  shglit  discrepancy  arises  trom  ttie  owaer- 
sliip  having  been  Qiculc  out  in  1833,  white  the  rvntal  was  mule 
froiti  a  valuation  iu  IH37,  and  on  a  calculntion  iliat  the  valut;  rn 
1833  nan  in  the  rolluwin^  proportions,  that  is,  tiouKes  at  two 
sixths  ul'thvir  r^ij  vuhu-,  IukN  at  two  and  a  hnlf  sixths;  nhieh 
culciilalion  was  very  nearly,  but  not  ciiiile  correct.  However, 
the  dillerciicc  '\»  not  sufficient  to  invahdutv  tJic  gcneml  coneel- 
ncsH  of  the  real  value  of  the  property  in  the  pansh ;  and  so  we 
leave  it. 

At  an  early  period  the  law  which  provided  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor,  iu  thi-ir  respective  parishca,  was  accom- 
panied by  another,  entitled  the  ''  Law  of  Settlement,*'  which 
prevented  any  labouring  man  from  settling  in  any  parish  to 
which  he  did  not  belong,  and  froui  which  the  overseers  of  the 
latter  might  carry  him  to  bin  own ;  but  to  prevent,  in  some 
Rieusurc,  tliia  tymniiical  iiiicrfereDce  with  the  p<>or  man's libcftr 
of  locomotion,  which  was  oftentimes  necessary  for  hiin  in  the 
pursuit  oi  employment,  the  certificate  system  was  introduced 
which  enabled  him  to  remain  where  he  chose,  provided  the 
overseers  of  his  own  parish  would  graat  a  ccrtiScate  to  those 
of  the  one  in  which  he  was  resideat,  acknowledjcin^  that 
he  belonged  to  theirs,  and  should  not  become  chargeable  to 
thciD.  In  the  vestry  book  wc  find  the  roUowing  entry :  *•  June 
2Hth,  I7K3.  Ordered  that  a  certiticaie  be  granted  to  the  parish 
of  New  Romney,  in  Kent,  for  William  Newberry  and  his  wife." 
Butevcn  withacertiBcate,thei>arish,  if  they  aaw  fit,  might  aead 
the  pitrties  home,  as  anpears  from  the  following:  "Jan.  I  at, 
17K!>.  It  is  ordered  thatVVilltnm  Moon,  with  his  wife  and  family, 
residing  here  by  virtue  of  a  certificate  granted  unto  his  fathcft 
by  the  parish  ofRolvenden.in  the  county  of  Kent,  be  forthwith 
removed  to  the  tsaiJ  piirish  uf  Rt^lveiiden." 

"  Rye,  April  28th,  1 790.  At  a  vestry  holden  this  day  it  wo 
agreed  that  the  list  of  iM'rsons,  marked  off  iu  a  pnper  iionexed 
hereto,  lie  forthwith  required  to  apply  for  cerlincaiei  to  their 
reupcctive  parishes  where  they  legally  belong.  And  ia  case 
they  do  not  bring  certificates,  or  such  other  itecuritica  aa  ibaU 
be  deemed  meet  for  that  purpose,  then,  after  the  term  of  one 
month  from  the  date  hereof,  the  defaulters  bo  ucglccting  be 
immediately  taken  before  n  magistrate,  examined,  and  sworn 
respecting  tlieir  places  of  settletaenL" 
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Since  this  time  ihc  law  of  scltlcmrnt  has  been  \'cry  benefi- 
cially altered.  No  poor  mnn  can  be  prcvcnU-d  from  residing 
in  any  [mrisli  lie  iiltuaca,  nor  imi  he  li€  rnnovcd  from  it  unU'sa 
uotiinllv  chargenbip,  nnd  evi*n  not  then  until  re«?onabl<>  time  Iip 
iitlowed  to  the  piirish  to  which  he  swears  he  belongs,  to  say 
whether  or  not  it  will  appeal  against  the  order  of  removal ;  bo 
iliut  the  pauper  is  not  now  harassed,  as  he  was  a  few  year* 
^e">  by  being  removed  at  once,  and  then  on  tiinl,  having  been 
found  to  be  carried  to  the  wrooj;  pariah,  had  again  to  be  re- 
moved, lie  now  is  not  liable  to  be  removed  until  the  law  has 
(iiiiilljr  decided  to  what  pnriih  he  belongs.  Seeing  how  popu- 
lous onr  country  is  become,  how  absolutely  nccessarj-  it  is  tliat 
every  labouring  man  should  have  free  power  to  carrj-  his  labour 
(bis  only  stock  in  trade)  to  the  best  market  he  can,  we  may 
reasonably  hope  that  the  law  of  settlement  will  shortly  receive 
still  greater  ameliorations. 

On  .March  30ih,  17*15,  the  churchwardens  and  overseers  are 
ordered  and  empowered  to  provide  one  moil  for  the  service  of 
his  Majesty's  iiaiT.  at  and  upon  the  best  nnd  lowest  terms  Ibey 
can,  on  or  before  the  7ih  duy  of  April  next. 

Eneland  was  now  at  war  with  France,  having  commenced  that 
fearful  struggle  whieti  was  only  completely  ended  by  the  battle 
of  Waterloo,  in  I S I. %  twenty  years  afterwards. 

Dec.  .^ih,  17yt).  At  »  vcslry  it  wni  jx-sidvi-d  to  offer  a  bounly 
(jf  2 1  /■  per  man,  for  six  men  to  acrxc  in  his  Majesty's  uuvy  or  army, 
for  the  parishes  of  Kyc,  Peaxmarish,  Ore,  and  St.  Leonard's,  pur- 
suant to  the  act  of  parliament  in  that  behalf  made  and  provided. 

The  year  of  179^  was  one  of  scarcity ;  and  from  this  cause 
arose  the  entries  which  we  are  now  about  to  cxLmct  from  the 
vestrr  book. 

"July  30lh,  I  TIT;.  It  ia  resolved  that  those  [wrsons  applying 
for  relief  shall  not  be  entitled  to  the  same  without  using  broivu 
bread." 

The  same  vestiy  also  dtreeied  that  vegetables  should  be  used 
in  c\'cry  possible  way,  tn  the  poor-house,  instcnd  of  flour. 

Od  t)vc.  Ist,  I799Ja  ve«lry  was  held  for  thepuriiosc  of  Uking 
into  coDsidei-atioti  necesaary  rclitf  to  the  piHir,  on  account  of 
the  present  very  high  price  of  com,  and  which  was  adjounud 
lothc  nest  day,'whea  it  waa  resolved,  "That,  having  taken  into 
their  most  seriotis  conaidcratiou  the  distress  of  the  poor  of  this 
parish,  firom  the  present  Iiigb  price  of  coni,&c,,  such  |wor  families 
whom  it  shall  be  thouRht  have  not,  or  cannot  supply  the  mean* 
of  aupport,  shall  be  rehevcd  out  of  the  poor's  rate,  so  far  as  to 
be  auppliei)  in  proportion  to  the  niunber  of  their  fomilies  and  of 
their  distress,  as  per  schedule  hereunto  annexed  anil  agreed  to, 
with  browD  flour,  the  bmn  niid  gwllnrd  being  taken  out." 
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lliis  wu  s  leaf  ukcn  out  of  the  Berkilure  magistrates' 
an  unfortunate  one,  pregnant  with  future  illi  Iwth  to  rich  and 
poor,  and  which  required  a  Btringent  law  to  Bul>duc.  But 
thou(;h  »iich  alteration  was  absolutely  necessary,  ve  must  con- 
tend that  the  New  Pooi*'law  Act  of  IH'ii  ^Tas  too  jtcvcre,  aiid 
deddedly unjust  townrds  those  of  thepoorwho  were  cncouragwl 
to  many  and  rear  families  under  the  administration  of  the  old 
laws.  The  new  act  should  have  been  prosiMctive,  and  not  retro- 
kp«etive.  Under  ita  present  provisions  it  is  to  all  intents  and 
purposes  on  ex  poii  facto  lair — the  most  unjust  that  can  be  well 
conceived- 

May  2lat,  1800.  It  was  ordered  that  notice  should  be  ([iven 
on  the  fulluwing  Sunday,  uiler  morning  and  fVL-niu|>  service  at 
church,  that  in  conaeqtiencie  of  the  summer  being  advanced,  the 
allovaiicc  of  Hour  should  be  discontinued;  but  that  such  poor 
persons  as  stood  in  need  of  relief  should  make  application  to  the 
vcalry  after  Ihc  evening  service. 

Sept.  ;J5th,  1803.  The  town  of  Rye  wna  called  upon  to  fur- 
nish eleven  men  for  the  army  of  rewrvci  who  vrcrc  balloted  for 
at  the  court-hall  on  the  '26th,  and  who  v.-en  to  serve  or  liud 
8ub»litutea,  and  in  cither  case  each  raoa  noa  entitled  to  a  bounty 
of  thirty  guineas,  for  the  jMiynicnt  of  which  the  vestry  ordered 
a  rate  to  be  made  of  It.  in  the  pound. 

When  the  effects  of  ibe  meaKUres  adopted  in  1796  liegnn  to 
\if-  felt,  parishes  resorted  to  various  schemes  to  IcMen  the  diffi- 
culties with  which  they  fnund  themselves  Kurrounded.  Among 
the  tirsl  of  those  U'loptcd  by  the  parish  uf  Uyc  n*a«  the  esta- 
blishment of  a  manufactory  for  making  hop-bagging,  sackiuf;, 
and  similar  coanie  articles  ;  and  Mr.  John  Southcrdeu,  who  then 
farmed  and  managed  the  pour  of  the  pariah,  hired  about  four 
aciVS  ofgrouiid  of  the  corporatioii,  oti  a  lease  of  21  years,  at  the 
rate  of  four  jjuincas  per  acre  per  annum.  Tliis  was  part  uf  ■ 
mnrsh  on  the  south  side  of  the  towit,  just  under  the  Gun-gardco 
Cliff,  and  which,  from  this  circumstance,  has  tntr  since  been 
known  by  the  nnmc  of  the  "  Factory  Marsh."  This  lease  was 
dated  in  April  I7i>6,andat  Michaelmas,  lTlf8,  the  iitann factory 
not  having  been  found  to  nngwer,  the  IcaM  nas  given  up  by 
Mr.  Soiitherden,  'llie  marsh  was  taken  by  another  leuant  on 
n  fresh  otie  of'2l  years  from  this  lime,  he  huviii^r  purchased  the 
building,  which  remained  there  (though  applied  to  other  pur- 
pones)  until  the  ye-sr  lt$'2(i,  when  it  was  pulled  dowOf  and  Xhm 
materials  carried  away. 

In  mo'J  it  was  thought  necessary  to  enlarge  the  i>oor*tmuse 
eonaiderably.  as  the  poor  had  increased  to  double  the  number 
of  those  which  were  tn  the  liouje  seven  jeais  before. 

On  Apnl  i:)th,  181'.2,  a  vestry  was  holdea  for  the  piu'pose  of 


taking  into  coiisideration  the  future  cmplajmcnt  of  tlie  poor* 
when  it  vraa  resolved  otill  to  carry  on  tht^  inanuriK^tory  under 
tilt  manngfnif  nt  of  a  committoe,  aiul  to  borrow  lOCH)/.  for  tliis 
antl  other  i>iirpn>i«<i,  and  which  sum  vai  imnicdintoly  advanced 
hy  ncvcral  pflriahioticra  (hen  present. 

In  October,  iSKi,  it  was  rcsokcd  to  purchftsc  the  bnrraek 
hospital,  on  the  top  of  Rye  htit,  and  to  hire,  if  poMiblc,  the 
Rol venden  land  of  Mr.  Curtcis,  on  which  to  employ  the  poor. 
The  intention  vat  to  remove  the  poor  to  this  spot ;  and  in  l)c- 
ccmber  it  was  resolred  that  150  acrts  of  land  should  be  ob- 
tained. However,  in  February,  1H17,  it  was  found  no  land 
conid  1m  hiri>d  ofanfticiciit  extent  to  answer  the  purpose,  there* 
fore  the  plan  was  abandoned,  the  hospital  resold,  and  the  poor 
kept  in  the  workhouse  in  the  Gun-garden,  where  tfaey  rcmiuned 
until  the  year  1844,  when,  as  has  l>ccn  already  mentioned,  they 
were  removed  to  the  present  Union-house,  which  stands  in  the 
very  «ami'  field  to  w  hich  it  was  contemplated  to  remove  the  poor 
twenty-eiRht  years  before.  To  this  house  the  destitute  poor  of 
the  whole  union  are  con»igiird.  much,  we  verily  believe,  to  the 
comfort  of  tli«  Of^ed  and  the  infirm,  and  to  the  general  iioprove- 
mcnl  of  (he  children  of  both  seses,  whose  moral*  and  education 
are  well  provided  forj  while  to  the  able-bodied,  but  unfortunate^ 
Inhnurer  it  clealx  out  a  hnmh  and  unmerited  degree  of  Heverity 
and  punishment.  In  thi^  house  the  jrnanliaiis  meet  weekly  to 
perform  an  orticc  of  great  responsibility  without  any  discretion- 
ary power;  while  the  three  commissioners  at  Soiner*et-houae 
concentrate  all  power  in  their  own  hands,  making  one  more  fear- 
ful inroad  on  our  good  old  Saxon  constitution  of  self-govera- 
mcnt,  against  which  we  here  record  our  most  solemn  protest. 

ROADa. 

The  preceding  pttrt  of  this  chapter  has  been  devoted  to  the 
poor,  their  mode  of  treatment,  and  the  ex  pcnucs  attendant  there- 
upon. We  now  pnits  on  to  the  hisitory  of  the  roads,  a  subject  in 
general  far  from  interesting,  but  in  the  case  of  Rye  we  venture 
to  think  otherwise,  as  we  shall  endeavour  to  show.  In  order  to 
Uiider<tnnd  ibc  grounds  on  which  we  found  our  u|>iniou,  we  must 
request  our  readers  to  carry  bark  their  thoughts  to  u  very  distant 
period,  nearly  two  thousand  years  ago,  when  Rye  was  an  island. 
Its  nearest  point  of  land  on  the  north  being  the  foot  of  Rye  H  ill, 
on  the  west  that  of  Cadborough  Cliff;  when  the  site  of  modern 
Winchclsca  was  an  island  ;  w*hcn  old  Wiucbcbca  al&o  occupied 
an  insulated  spot  to  the  south  east,  while  its  nearejit  neighbour 
to  the  cast  was  *'  Insula  Romanoruni,*'thc  isle  of  the  Romans, 
the  tile  of  old  Romuey.  At  this  remote  epcx^h  Kye  may  be 
said  to  have  bad  ber  path  in  the  waters,  while  alni'jst  all  her 
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operaitonn  were  carried  on  in  the  great  dccjt.  The  rx>nd»  in  all 
parU  of  England  bave  undergone  great  changes  and  imprDve- 
mcnts  in  the  length  of  time  nc  now  3|>cak  of;  hut  then,  from 
time  immcniorial,  in  moat  piirta  there  were  Toatls,  though  rougfa 
mill  nnic  they  mitc, — ^riMiiI.t  on  u-rru  linaa,on  wliich  men  mi^lil 
riiic  and  walk  ;  hut  live  luid  no  roads  al  all,  and  hcncv  thcdif- 
fercnee  between  her  locality  and  thut  of  most  other  pinccs.  In 
her  cnae  wc  have  llicrcforc  to  trace  out  ibe  very  origin  of  these 
roads,  and  hence  their  histtory  has  an  interest  whieh  otbcn  ban* 
not. 

The  nearest  point  of  mnin  land  on  the  north  was  the  foot  of 
Ryv  Hill,  which  is  distant  from  the  I>and-gate  840  feet.  The 
deed  specifying  the  resumption  of  the  towns  of  Ilye  and  Wiii- 
chclm^o  out  of  the  hands  of  the  abbot  and  monks  of  Fibcaiup  l|y 
Henry  III,  bears  the  date  of  May  16th,  1247.  In  this  deed 
alluition  is  made  in  the  description  of  the  boundaries  of  iheloiia 
to  the  King's  highway,  which  wc  have  nho«n  witi^factorily  (aa 
wc  think)  to  be  the  present  road  leading  np  Rye  Hill.  But 
this  document  sccnis  to  quote  these  boiindanea  ne  those  apcci- 
licd  in  the  original  grant  of  ICdward  the  Confessor  to  the  abbej 
of  Fiscainp;  and  if  so,  then  this  road  existed  as  long  bade  oa 
the  middle  of  the  eleventh  centuty,  llml  is,  iiiW  years  before  the 
date  of  the  rcsutoptiou.  But  though  the  King'a  highway  led 
up  Rye  Hill  SUO  years  ago,  it  was  a  road  vei^  difTfri-ni  from  our 
jireacnt  notions  of  snch  a  eonveniml  means  of  iranstt.  It  wm 
then  nothing  more  than  a  deep  ntvine,  furruncd  out  between 
two  high  hilla  by  the  water*,  which,  iu  wet  seasond,  found  their 
way  udown  it  into  the  sea.  But  bad  as  this  road  nu«  the  inha- 
bitania  of  Rye  had  no  communication  therewith,  except  by 
means  of  bouts,  for  some  ccntnries  alter  the  time  of  the  Con- 
fessor. Tlie  lirst  mention  we  have  of  a  road  fitim  Rye  to  the 
foot  of  the  hill  19  in  ■IU  Edward  111,  a.d.  Illfili,  when  the  marshes 
nt  the  north  nide  of  the  town  are  snid  to  have  been  bounded  on 
the  cast  by  the  King's  highway  which  Icadcth  from  PlaydcD  to 
Itye.  Although  a  conneetiog  path  wb&  now  formed  between 
the  island  and  the  continent,  yet,  for  many  centuries  after  thif, 
it  waa  liable  to  be  overflowed  at  high  water.  Hovever,  beni 
was  a  ro«d,  and  the  toivn  was  no  longer  insulated.  Up  thi* 
mir>'  hill  did  the  rippiers  of  Uye,  for  many  a  cenluiy,  wend 
their  way  to  London,  canying  on  horikca'  backs  their  psinnicm, 
well  stored  with  fish  for  the  king's  tabic,  and  to  {jratily  ibc 
palates  of  other  epicures  in  the  metnopotia.  Ilut  thotigK  this 
part  of  the  mud  to  London  was  bad  ciiuiigh,  wc  may  kuppou) 
that  farther  iij>  it  waa  worse,  ns  Jnmca  Wiltord,  a  rijipi'-r  nf  llyr, 
left  an  annuity  of  7/..  in  (he  year  l.'>2(>,  to  Ixr  Iniil  i  '  pair- 
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the  county  of  Kent,  and  KortLUm  Ctiurch,  in  the  couoty  of 

Sussex. 

If  we  pnsa  on  to  the  next  centun',  we  fthnll  fiml  Jeake  giving 
us  still  un  iiidilTcrrut  accouul  of  thcrou(l<i  in  this  direction. 

Iti  I(>H2  a  coach  ran  from  Tuiibrid^  to  Ixiridoii  one  dny,  re- 
liirninfc  the  next,  occupying  ten  hours  in  the  Hccomplishmciit 
of  the  tliirly  miles  helwcen  the  two  places. 

In  lOtMt  Jcakc  set  off  on  horseback,  at  half-past  eight  in  the 
mominf;  of  Jnnuaty  23d,  for  London.  He  reached  Lamber- 
hurst  about  two  in  the  itftvrnoou,  not  very  speedy  travcUiniTi 
only  tirenty>three  mites  in  live  hours  and  a  half.  He  tells  us 
he  left  Lamhcrhunst  nt  three,  and  about  holf-nast  five  in  the 
afternoon,  while  riding  in  the  forest  between  Woodsgate  and 
TunhridKe,  in  moonsluQe,  the  tracks  being  bad  and  uneven,  he 
and  nnother  of  his  company  (for  people  in  those  days  generally 
travelled  together  for  the  sake  of  security)  lost  the  rest  of  their 
cnn)paiiioti»,  and  the  (ground  being  »o  rugged  and  full  of  holes, 
fi'cezed.he  thought  it  bc§t  to  ali^'ht  and  lead  his  horse,  until  he 
met  with  a  pretty  good  track,  uiicii  be  tiiouiilcd  again. 

On  July  6th,  1693,  he  informs  ua  that  he  left  I^ndon  in  the 
coach  forTunbridgc,  which  hist  place  he  reached  in  eleven  boun. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  eightccutb  century  the  road  down 
Rye  Hill  was  so  iuditferent,  (hat  corn  was  trequently  brought 
into  the  tonn  on  hones'  backs. 

Some  year*  previous  to  the  making  a  turnpike-roitd  from 
I^ndon  to  Rye,  the  trurelUiig  this  way  was  so  bad,  that  it  is 
said  Homc  gentleman,  wishing  to  go  to  town  in  the  winter,  was 
under  the  neceiuitv  of  going  all  round  by  Hitbc.  Newcnden 
bridge  waji  prolMiblv  not  then  builc,  ami  when  the  floods  were 
ont,  the  crossing  ot  the  Rolher  at  this  place,  in  a  carriage,  tnust 
have  been  extremely  dungcroii»,  if  not  imiKi««iblc. 

It  WHS  in  the  year  I7t>-  the  tir?it  turnpike  act  was  passed, 
entitled  "  A.n  Act  for  repairing  and  widening  the  Itoad  from 
Flimwcll  Vent,  in  the  county  of  Sussex,  to  Rye,  in  the  said 
county."  This  first  act  was  supposed  toextcnd  no  farther  than 
the  foot  of  Rye  Hill,  where  formerly  stood  a  tollgatc;  but  as 
some  doubts  existed  aboiit  it,  by  the  last  net,  p«ued  in  lH'2o, 
it  is  clearly  defined  that  it  extends  to  ibe  Lnnd-gntewny  or  en- 
trance into  the  town  of  Rye  ;  ami  also  from  the  said  gateway, 
westward}  through  a  road  or  highway  culled  the  Rope-walk, 
unto  and  as  far  as  the  termination  of  another  tum|)ikc-road 
leading  from  Vinohall  to  Kyc,  at  a  place  known  by  the  name  of 
Taylor's  Comer,  also  in  the  s&id  parish  of  Rye.  At  the  distance 
of  about  a  mUe  trom  the  town  the  London  rood  turns  to  the 
left,  whiln  one  running  straight  forward,  Iea<ls  through  the  vil- 
lage of  Iden,  and  then  over  the  Rother,  by  New-bridge,  to 
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Wittershato,  Teotcrdcn,  Rolvrndm,  Cninbrook,  Maidatone,  and 
nil  niuts  uf  tnid  and  north  Kent 

Rttving  thus  disposed  of  llic  north,  let  us  turn  our  attention 
to  tlic  west;  and  here  we  shall  Snd,  that  the  hill  on  which  Kre 
aUnds  hua  always  bpL-n  (and  still  is)  sepsraled  frwm  Cuilborougli 
Clift'by  water,  which,  in  the  earliest  tiroes,  extended  itself  fruiu 
the  ba&e  of  one  lo  that  of  the  other,  bnt  is  now  dwindled  dovn 
into  a  small  stream,  di^niHcd  by  the  name  of  Tilliiijfliuiii  River. 
Over  tliis  water  nil  persons  wisliin;^  to  pass  from  one  side  loche 
other  were  oblip;d  to  be  ferried,  and  so  late  as  the  reipi  of 
Qnten  Elizabeth  there  was  a  ferry  rear  the  Strand-gate,  which 
was  called  the  "  Uyc  Ferry,"  as  already  shown  in  a  document 

auoicd  in  ft  fonner  part,  and  by  which  it  appears  the  I'errj-  was 
icn  giv-en  to  the  mayor,  jurnts,  and  commonnlty  of  Rye,  and 
their  8uccc3»ors.  This  deed  is  dated  April  13th,  1587. 
I  In  1673  the  ferry  seems  still  to  ha\'e  been  the  propertr  nf 
Hbe  corporation.  In  17*2*)  it  belonged  to  one  John  Dickiwu,  of 
Kyc.  Some  time  between  this  last  year  and  that  of  1 7*^5  it  hod 
passed  into  oilier  linnda,  as  the  hritfge  over  i!u^  Edward's  Dock 
having  been  then  built,  Mr.  Robert  HouiiKell,  who  was  Ihrn 
owner  of  the  Strand  ffrry,  cliiimcd  and  obtutiird  onmpcii%a[ion 
from  the  commissioners  of  Uyc  harbour  for  the  damage  done  to 
it.  He,  as  proprietor,  was  allowed  tU/.  and  his  tenant,  John 
Beechin^,  >if-  a  year;  the  annual  rent  beiD>r  40/. 

(n  1760  the  feiry  beeame  the  property  of  Mr.  Stonhiim,  of 
Bcekley,  who  sold  it  to  K.J.  Curli-is,  Esq.,  in  1801,  from  whom 
It  finally  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  trustees  of  the  turnpike 
tcadinft  from  Vinehall  to  Kyc  in  ilie  year  183'.^. 

In  1G72  the  water  wag  still  passed  over  by  means  of  a  boat, 
for  Jeakc  informs  us,  in  his  Dion-,  thai  "  on  December  *J«ih  he 
cnme  to  the  fcny,  about  2  p.m.,  when  it  fell  raininj*  bard,  and 
the  ferryman  not  bein^  there,  he  was  fain  to  go  hnck  iu  the 
wind  and  rain  to  a  house  almost  a  mile  of)^  and  come  not  lo 
Rye  till  4  p.m." 

Uiit  by  the  year  1700  at  all  events,  if  not  before,  a  brids*  bad 
been  built  over  the  stream,  for  in  that  year  the  corporation 
granted  a  lease  to  one  Edward  Dodge,  which  is  described  u 
being  near  the  fcrrj'-bridfre. 

la  ITOti,  complaint  having  been  made  at  an  assembly  of  the 
corporation  of  Kyc,  that  the  tolls  taken  at  the  fi-rry  at  Itre 
Strand  Mere  very  csorbilant,  and  much  Inr^r  than  those  at  tKe 
lurnnike-gatea  near  the  town,  it  was  resolved  that  notice  should 
be  given  to  the  proprietor,  that  unless  he  agreed  to  lower  the 
same,  applicution  would  be  made  to  Porhnment  on  thnt  head. 

What  the  tolia  then  were,  and  whcllier  they  were  lowcr«d, 
we  cannot  tell;  but  just  pre%'ious  to  their  alMililton  iit  IH3-, 


RUA.D8. 


4oU 


each  bone  paid  l^d, ;  eacb  foot  passenger  id. ;  ind  ocber  things 
iu  iiroiiortion. 

Altliough  a  bri(l(^  was  built  ao  lonj;  since  as  1700,  or  before, 
yet  the  npproachcs  lo  it  were  rattier  difHciilt  at  times,  owinjj  lo 
the  Suit  Marshes  on  the  cast  side  being  overflowed  at  nil  sftriog 
lideti,  if  not  at  the  neaps,  iu  eonHCfjuciioc  of  wbivh  u  tbotpulhuf 
cliip per- boards,  or  clappers,  was  formed,  which  consisted  of 
wooden  piles  driven  into  the  ground,  on  which  were  nailed 
plunks,  at  a  sufGcicot  height  to  enable  persons  to  walk  drvshod 
over  tbewttter  to  the  brid^.  Some  of  the  piles  xrc  still  visible 
in  the  ditch  which  separates  the  road  from  the  M  ill  Salts,  the 
cla|)pera  baving  been  used  in  the  memory  of  many  now  living. 

Thiu  much  as  regards  the  ferry,  and  ns  to  the  road  beyond, 
we  have  only  to  tttru  to  Camden,  »ho,  writini;  iu  tbe  middle  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  tells  us  he  did  not  go  to  Brede,  because 
the  rottds  vcre  so  bad;  while  in  the  latter  part  of  the  seven- 
teenth we  have  this  tcsiimony  of  Jeake :  "Sept.  30tb,  1693. 
Towards  evening,  returning  home  from  Robertsbridge,  and  by 
tht;  way,  abuut  30  m.  p.  I),  in  a  dark  lane,  riding  across  a  de- 
scent made  by  a  rivulet  of  %ratcr,  the  girth  being  loose,  my 
udtUc,  fur  want  of  a  crupper,  ran  forward  on  the  neck  of  my 
hone,  iind  I  was  twice  like  to  be  thrown  ofl'  into  tbe  water, 
where,  being  alone  in  the  night,  I  might  cither  have  bcco 
druwni-d  or  trod  underfoot  by  my  horse,  or  at  least  have  been 
all  wet." 

As  a  furthfr  proof  of  the  bad  state  of  these  roads  we  may  men- 
tion, that  wbcn  the  Cannon  Foundry  existed  at  llobcrtsbridgc, 
the  cannon  Mere  not  brought  to  Rye  by  land,  but  were  floated 
on  rafts  down  the  Rothcr,  for  which  purfwec  shuts  or  penstocks 
were  put  across  the  river  at  dttTerent  places,  after  the  mitnner  of 
locks,  to  pen  up  the  water,  as  it  was  otherwise  too  shallow. 
These  i^huts  were  exleiidi-d  doun  as  low  as  Appledore,  near  to 
wiiicb  place  the  remains  of  one  was  dug  up  in  cleansing  and 
deepening  the  lUver  a  few  years  ago- 
Over  the  ferry-bridge  was  the  only  road  to  Winchelsea, 
which,  at  the  diatiuice  of  about  a  mile  from  the  former,  turned 
to  the  left,  down  a  lane  called  Dumb  Woman's  lane,  which  led 
into  the  marshes,  through  which,  as  the  sea  bad  receded,  a  road 
was  formed  to  ihc  nortbem  bank  of  the  Hrede  river,  which 
flowed,  and  still  does  (low,  down  this  level ;  and  over  this  stream, 
at  Grst,  was  a  rc'rrv,and  then  a  bridf^.  'Hiis  brids^  still  exists, 
and  perMins  ]>a38mg  over  it  are  still  liable  to  a  toll,  it  is  now 
the  property  of  the  commissioners  of  tbe  Vinehall  and  Rye 
turn  pike- road. 

The  proprietor  of  this  ferry  complained,  in  172.%  ss  did  that 
of  the  Strand,  of  the  injury  done  to  this  property  by  tbe  opcu- 
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iiitC  a  new  road  to  Windiebea,  and  I^y  Dooeraile,  to  whom  ii 
Wtun^d,  obuiiicd  £i/.  as  compenuiion  from  the  oominUauHien 
of  Rvc  harbour. 

Ttir  first  act  of  parlianient  for  tnaJdnK  ■  turnpike  •road  ftm 
Vtneliall  (o  R^e  was  passrid  in  1771.  Mr.  Wcalcv  gives  a  ad 
flccoujut  of  Ihis  road  in  1 77ti,  as  tnav  be  seen  in  another  pan. 

Oo  the  occasion  uF  makine  the  dcw  harbour,  a  ruad  wu» 
fiirmed  on  the  south  side  of  the  Brcdc  channel,  leading  from 
Kj-c  to  WincltcUea,  and  vhich  was  connccbid  irith  tin-  fonn«r 
hy  a  drawbridge  at  the  Edward's  Dock,  and  with  ihc  latter  by 
«ni'  at  the  westem  fuot  uf  ihu  hill  od  which  it  stands.  Thiawu 
in  1726. 

In  1786  the  first  Tilliugham  sluice  vas  erected,  and  a  road 
fomicd  from  hence  to  the  dam  and  sluice  erected  at  the  bridg* 
point,  over  which  the  road  led  to  WiucheUea.  from  the  liiDC 
of  the  nbandonment  of  the  new  harbour  down  to  the  year  1806. 
when  the  mililarv  ruad  was  funued  by  guvcnimFut,  and  vhtch 
still  constitutes  the  chief  line  of  communication  between  K^j 
HeHtings,  Hud  \V JiichL-lHca. 

In  I6U1I  Henry  VIII  erected  Camber  Castle,  on  the  eastern* 
most  point  of  o  long  neck  of  land,  formed  br  tlic  aea,  having  iu 
commencement  lit  the  foot  of  Fairlight  Cbff.  With  this  spot 
tlie  tovn  of  Rye  bad  no  communicutiou  by  laud,  except  by 
going  orer  the  Sirand  ferry,  hence  to  WiucheUea,  nnd  then 
over  the  beach,  a  distance  of  six  or  seven  mi!c9 ;  it  therefore  be- 
cnmc  necessary  to  have  a  unter  connexion,  and  hence  we  aoe 
that  a  ferry  was  established  from  the  Guu-gsrdca  rocks  to  the 
Camber  Foint ;  relating  to  which  we  have  the  foUcming  enlfT' 
uf  the  eor[)oration  :  "  June  10th,  ICU8,  It  is  ordered  that  John 
King  do  attend  the  ferrying- place,  for  the  carrying  fooi-peopIc 
from  the  Gun-g^»rdca  rocks  to  the  Camber,  and  from  the 
Camber  to  the  Uun-gardcn  rocks,  as  formerly,  and  that  uo  pcr- 
aoit  for  the  futiuc  shall  presume  to  ferry  lltcrc  without  heenec 
fn>m  this  corporation."  In  the  course  of  lime  the  sea  receded 
on  the  ftouth-cast  and  north  aides  of  ihe  eostle,  and  some  of  the 
laud  wuB  embanked  from  the  sea,  still  leaving  a  considerable 
quantity  of  salt  niarsh  un  the  east  aide,  over  which,  at  low 
water,  pcrsoiin  wishiiij;  l«  gvto  ceriaui  hotiite^  iihieh  were  built 
on  the  west  Hide  of  the  Pier-head  walked,  nAer  going  over  the 
ferry  at  the  Piiili<iniu-ket,  for  which  they  had  to  pay  one  pcuuy 
each  ;  but  all  persons  with  horses  and  carriages  of  any  kind 
could  only  get  to  those  houses  by  a  circuitous  course,  nnt  to 
ibe  foot  of  VVinchelaea  Hill,  nnd  then  Itaek  caxtward  M,l 

bMCh,  a  diatimcc  of  Hve  or  nix  miles.     Iliit  when  tli<-  - 
tncnt  Act  was  piissetl,  in  lK;i:i,  nrovipiion  wns  mndc  for  U<ruitii{: 
a  public  road  over  the  Brcdc  sluice  and  dam,  down  to  the  muuth 
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of  the  harbour,  on  the  west  siile.  Tha  road  was  made,  and  is 
mnintiiincd,  by  the  commissioners  of  the  hnrboitr,  who  are  for- 
bidden to  take  auy  toll.  But  tlmii^li  tUrre  is  this  accommoda- 
tion, msny  fuot-pUHaenj^rs,  who  wish  to  suvc  time,  rather  than 
po  all  roumi  by  liie  Jiim  and  bridj^,  avail  thcmn-lvvs  of  the 
i'erry-buat  wluch  is  at  the  Fish-moiktit,  aud  pay  their  penny  for 
the  uusagc. 

Havinf;  made  a  circuit  of  three  sides  of  the  toirn,  let  us  pro- 
ceed to  the  fourth  and  hint,  on  the  cast,  where,  at  a  \cry  early 
pcriiHl,  was  nothing  hut  one  wide  nastc  of  water,  nor  wa»  it 
until  the  bcginiiiri}^  of  the  Kixlccnth  century'  that  a  church  vraa 
built  «t  EastGuldcford,  the  next  parish  to  Kyc,  when  this  place 
may  be  said  to  have  first  a»«uOR-d  a  "  load  habitation  and  a 
name."  There  was  at  that  time  a  great  extent  of  sea  between 
these  two  places,  which,  of  couree,  could  only  bo  crossed  by 
means  of  a  ferry,  and  accordingly  one  waa  established  by  Sir 
Robert  Giildelord,  who  uaii  the  proprietor  of  the  parish,  and 
from  whosv  family  it  took  its  name,  'llie  fcrr>'  plied  from 
Ciuldeford  to  Salt  Cuatc,  utid  hence  was  called  "  Salt  Coatti 
Perry." 

In  iCi96,  the  sea  ha-ving  receded  from  the  foot  of  Salt  Coate 
atn-vt,  M'litrh  WHS  near  the  Aleps  leading  into  New  F.nj^land,  in 
the  pftris.li  of  Playden,  one  William  Tcrrv  agreed  to  p:iy  the 
corporacioD  of  Rye  lUs.  a  year  for  iVie  liberty  of  If luding  and 
taking  pasKngcr?)  to  and  from  the  Middle  ilock,  near  the  foot 
of  the  Gun-garden  and  Quldeford ;  and  from  that  day  to  this  a 
feiTy  has  been  continued  near  this  place,  it  being  now  at  the 
Fifth-market,  where  the  fcnymnn  has  a  small  hoiuc,  and  attends 
both  fcrriea,  viz.  the  one  to  Ciuhlcfonl  and  the  oilier  to  the  west 
side  of  the  harbour,  over  the  Rock  Channel,  receiving  one  penny 
from  every  passenger.    ( t  7  i 

Freviously  to  UiJfr^here  was  a  fort!  on  the  south  side  of  the 
town,  over  which  horsemen  might  ride  iuto  Romney  Marsh ; 
for  Jeake  says :  "  1673,  May  13th.  About  nine  in  the  morning 
1  ^rent  over  Guldeford  ferry,  rode  to  Urooktaod,  aAcr  which  it 

trained  continually  all  the  day,  and  I  rode  therein  to  several 
9lu(*e!>,  nnd  ttiiatukiug  the  way  from  Applcdore,  came  back  to 
inldcford,  and  there  being  no  boat,  could  not  get  to  Rye  that 

'night,  nor  next  day  till  noon,  after  having  waited  in  the  wind 
and  cold  on  the  gravelly  ground." 

It  wu«  not  until  the  year  1736,  when  the  first  Scot's  float- 
atuicc  was  erected,  that  any  direct  communication  by  laud  «as 

Librmcd  between  Guldeford  and   Ryo,  and  from  that  time  to 

.1833,  when  the  Salt  Muri^lics  were  embanked,  the  road  was 
often  inconvenient,  not  to  say  dangerous,  fmm  the  sea  frequently 
OTerDowing  the  ground  on  either  side  of  the  sluice,  on  the  west 
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lide  prcvioualj  to  the  raaliing  of  the  military  road,  and  on  the 
ciist  down  to  183:}.  A  toll  was  levied  hen,  as  appears  from  the 
following  entry  in  the  boi)ksof  the  corporiiiioii :  "  October  ^th, 
1766.  Complnint  hnving  been  made  to  this  assembly  that  the 
tolls  taken  at  tb«  funy  nt  Scot's  Float  in  PInydcn,  arc  tniicli 
larger  than  thoae  at  the  tumpifcc-galcs  near  Ihu  town,  it  i*  re- 
solved that  notice  be  given  to  the  proprietor,  that  unlrss  he 
will  agree  to  loner  the  same,  application  will  be  made  to  Portia* 
mt-nt  on  that  head." 

In  ITSOthe  coqioralion  contemplated  building  a  bridge  acrosi 
the  river  near  the  Fi^h  iiiiirkct,  and  making  u  roiid  from  tlicncc 
to  the  highway  near  Gnldcford  church,  a  rommictee  was  ap* 
pointed  to  borrow  600/.  to  carry  out  the  samc>to  set  out  a  road 
over  the  corporation  Saltt^  and  to  mark  out  a  spot  or  ground 
whereon  to  erect  a  tollhouse  ;  hut  this  plan  fell  to  the  ground. 

I'he  road  at  this  time  from  Guldeford  (o  Kye,  after  cros.sin^ 
Scot's  Float  Sluice,  soon  lunied  to  the  ri^ht,  up  the  lane  lead- 
ing by  Htirton-grccn,  in  Playden  parish,  tu  the  present  turnpike- 
road,  near  the  tollgale  on  the  same.  But  in  1804  Mr.  Curtcis 
made  a  road  fram  Scot's  Float- sluice  to  Rye,  under  the  cli9^ 
along  the  Unc  on  which  the  government  formed  the  military 
road  in  1806,  and  vhich  has  ever  since  been  the  direct  one  be- 
tween Rye,  GuldefonI,  and  all  other  places  in  Romney  Marth, 
though,  in  eonitcqueiice  of  there  being  u  toUgatc  on  it,  between 
Kye  and  the  lane  above  mentioned,  many  persons,  particularijr 
carrierit  and  waggoners,  avail  themfielves  of  that  (o  avoid  the 
toll,  cxpccially  as,  since  January  Ist,  182d,  the  side-gate  at  Rye 
turnpike-gale  haabeen  removed. 

Many  years  ago  abridge  was  erected  over  a  deep  sewerwhich 
runs  l>etwcen  Guldeford  and  Scot's  Float-sluicc,  on  which  Mr. 
Curtcis,  in  1808,  erected  a  toUgate,  for  passiog  through  which 
all  passengers  with  horses,  wa^ns,  or  other  carriagea  have 
ever  since  paid,  up  to  this  present  year  1845  ;  but  persons  on 
foot  are  exempt. 

IIa\-ing  thus  examined  all  the  exits  and  entrances  of  (he  town 
of  Hye,  let  us  rclurn  within  the  bounds  of  the  parish,  and  see 
how  the  mads  have  been  and  are  maintained.  Prom  the  pniot 
where  the  parishes  of  Peasmaijtfi^d  Rye  unite,  the  FlimwcU 
turnpike  extends  to  the  Land  gateway  in  Rye,  and  hence  to 
Taylor's  Corner,  where  it  joins  the  Vinchall  trust,  running  to 
the  parish  of  'Udimorc,  both  which  roads  are,  of  course,  main- 
tained by  their  rcsiiectivc  commissioners.  A  short  piece  nf  the 
military  road,  on  the  east  side  of  the  town,  between  I-and-gale 
and  the  bnuiulnry,  separating  Rye  and  Tlaydcn,  is  kept  in  re- 
pair  by  the  government ;  and  Dead  Man's  lane,  leading  From 
the  London  road,  nt  the  back  of  Mount6cld  house,  into  Lovr 
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lane>  not  being  a  direct  public  highway,  but  only  comtnunicating 
with  private  pro|Krty,  was  ulwaj-s  maintained  by  (be  corpora- 
tion, as  it  [eadii  imni<;iliatcly  (o  the  manlies  belongino;  to  tlK-ni ;  / 
aiid  though  ibe  town  surveyors  have  ijurtiHlIy  repaired  Ijove' 
lane,  they  ar«  not  legally  autlicirifled  to  do  to.  In  proof  of  thin 
we  quote  tlic  foUo\^  ing  frura  the  town  records :  "  Novcmhor 
lOlli,  1738.  A  committee  wna  appointed  to  contntot  with  any 
penoa  or  persons  for  repairing  the  road  leading  to  the  town^  — 

marshes,  called  ^eaiI3^'s  lane  and  Rolvendon  lane,  ot  the     W^ 
expense  of  this  corporTlToo."     Rolveiidcn  lane  ifl  now  called  I   ^ 
Love  lane.     The  pii.»turiige  of  Rolveiiden  lane  wag  continually  ' 
let  by  the  corporation,  showing  their  claim  to  it,  and,  conae- 
qiiently,  as  they  enjoyed  the  profit,  it  iit^ems  no  more  than  jufct 
and  reasonable  that  they  sthoultl   bear  ibc  cxpcasc  of  rcpuring 
it.    This  lettintr  continued  so  lately  as  1819. 

The  road  leading  from  the  foot  of  Conduit  hill  to  Kolveaden 
and  Dead  Man's  koc,  called  tbe  New  llopc  Wallc,  in  contra- 
distinction to  tlic  old,  belongs  to  the  corporation,  and  is  main- 
tained by  Ihcm. 

It  would  appear  that,  originally,  no  one  had  any  right  to  go 
into  and  through  Love  lane  with  a  wagon,  except  ibe  tenants 
of  the  town's  marshes.  There  was  a  bridle-road  for  horses. 
This  will  be  best  explained  by  the  subjoined  extract  from  the 
recopda:  "  January '■^Olh,  1817.  Resolved,  thai  the  chainlx-rtain 
do  restore  a  conveiiieiil  wdo-giite  for  foot-pn«s«^nger»,  ns  hereto- 
fore, on  the  rond  uaed  as  the  New  Hope  U'ulk,  and  to  keep  the 
main  gate  on  the  name  road  locked ;  likewise  that  he  take  up  the 
carriagc-frate  at  the  end  of  Love  lane,  leading  to  the  RoU'eaden 
land,  and  to  put  down  a  horsc-gntc  only;  as  heretofore,  unless 
the  tenant  of  the  Rolvenden  land  shRll  consent  to  pay  an  an- 
nual sum  to  this  cor^raration,  for  the  liberty  of  passing  that  way 
with  a  wagon,  or  ollicrwisc."  If  this  resolution  was  evir  car- 
ried into  effect,  it  was  not  long  acted  on,  as  we  know  that,  in 
1820,  only  three  years  after,  a  wagon-gate  was  standing  at  the 
junction  of  Rolvcnden  lane  and  the  Kolvendcn  land,  and  a  free 
thoroughfare  now  exists,  not  only  into  (be  same,  but  also 
through  it,  into  Lecsham  farm,  and  bcncc  all  the  way  to  Peas- 
marsh  church.  Carts  and  wagons  at»o  pass  along  the  New 
Rope  Walk  much  more  frequently  than  through  Dead  Man's 
lane. 

From  these  numerous  exceptions  it  is  clear  the  aurrejors  of 
the  highways  of  tlie  town  and  parish  have  but  little  to  do,  and 
but  little  money  to  levy.  The  only  roads  without  the  town  are 
those  which  Hurround  it  on  three  udes,  the  west,  south,  and  east, 
and  that  leading  to  Winchclsca  only  so  far  as  its  junction  with 
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that  belonging  lo  ihc  ^ovcniincDt,  which  ia  itC  the  tollgnte  at  (lie 
.edge  of  the  lUm  «intl  sluicf,  ovef  which  the  road  runs  tiowa  to 
the  harbour,  and  is  maintained  b,v  the  conimisatoucra  uf  the 
same. 

Of  tlic  three  roads  above  mcntioiM^d,  only  two  were  formed 
before  the  year  li^20,  the  ncslem  and  southern ;  the  enslem 
side  having  the  Snic  Miirah  close  In  it«  buae,  over  which  tlie  «ca 
at  nil  spring  tides  flowed;  but  nt  this  time  it  being  thought  de- 
eirahlc  to  haw  a  roud  here  also,  H[)plic»tioii  wns  made  lo  the 
corporation  for  kave  to  make  one,  and  which  was  granted  in  the 
rollowing  terms  :  "  Jnnuor)-  ijth.  18'20.  At  thin  a»»c  in  lily  licence 
ia  given  to  cast  up  a  road  of  comntiiniration  Itrtwccn  Ihe  pmirnt 
Ilorscwasb  (at  Landgatc)  and  the  baths  ncitr  the  Fish-niarkcl, 
for  tlie  convenience  of  the  public,  this  corporation  being  put  to 
no  charges  on  account  of  such  work."  This  road  was  thfn 
made  by  subscriptions  raised  iu  tbe  town,  and  ia  now  repaired 
by  the  parish. 
'  Let  us  now  enter  the  town,  and  see  how  the  streets  hare 
been,  and  are,  managed  iherc.  Under  the  head  of  the  **  Looat 
History  of  Kyc,"  we  have  aaid  we  thought  that  when  the  north 
or  Land-gate  wsh  built,  there  waa  a  street  running  in  s  strai^t 
line  hence  to  tlie  Houih,  mid  that  the  present  High  street  r»n  in 
•  direct  Mne  into  it,  not  making  the  sudden  turn  it  now  does  at 
the  East  Cliff,  and  this  is  c<iiifirmcd  hy  the  words  <>f  a  dccd| 
bearing  dale  January  5lh,  l.ioH,  which  rrcntca  the  bounds  of* 
piece  of  land  within  the  north  gate  of  the  town,  "  upon  which 
same  piece  of  land  Ihe  mayor,  jumis,  and  commonalty  design  to 
make  one  royal  street  and  common  way,"  they  having  maaie  an 
exchange  tor  tbe  same  with  one  John    Forde  for  thi-  <«. 

Thiti.  then,  was  the  commencement  of  the  present  s; ,  la 

the  East  Cliff,  formerly  called  Guy'a  Comer,  now  Uildi:u-'»,  iVnm 
the  name  of  the  owner  of  the  house  there  situate. 

October  1 3th,  HSl),  the  corporation  appointed  a  committee  to 
get  the  fence  set  in  good  repair  from  Mr  Ringwood'a  comer  to 
the  bottom  of  the  footway  aj^ninM  Mr.  Norton's  house,  anil  to 
cause  tbe  said  footway  tn  be  well  beached.  And  the  mid  com* 
millec  nrc  desired  lo  inquire,  and  get  the  be»t  infonuaticni  they 
can,  how  the  cartway  fixim  the  said  Mr.  IRingwood's  romer  lo 
tlic  Lund-gslc  has  been  paved,  either  jointly  iictwecn  thr  corpo- 
ration and  parish,  or  by  the  corpornuon  only,  and  to  cause  tba 
■nid  pavement  to  be  set  in  good  repair,  in  Bucb  manner  ns  It  has 
formerly  been  done." 

Some  doubts  seem  to  have  existed  as  to  who  were  the  proBtf 
parties  to  repair  this  roud,  and  in  17jli  we  find  the  coruuratiuu 
ordering  their  ehamberiain  to  wait  on  the  surveyon  o<  tlte  high- 
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vrnys,  to  knon-  when  ihey  will  repair  tlicir  part  of  the  pave- 
ment, they  (the  corporation)  beiug  willing  to  ilo  tln^ir  part ;  hut 
;  which  wa3  their  pari  and  which  the  parish  aurvcyora'  docs  not 
'  here  appeal*. 

In  llijl  ve  fiiid  the  folloAving  order:  "Ttiat  u  comniittce 
should  view  the  road  hotiveon  Landgatc  and  David  Guy'a 
Corner,  which  is  repaired  by  this  cor|>onition  and  the  survcyora 
oF  the  hifihtcnys,  and,  in  eonjimction  with  the  surveyors,  lo 
lower  the  said  road,  and  take  up  the  pavement  thereof,  and  to 
.  beach  and  chalk  the  road  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  fit" 
The  above  order  was  issued  in  I7f>7,  hut  drsa  not  Hecm  lo 
have  been  fxreuled  before  1769,  wheu  we  have  the  following 
memorandum :  That  the  corporation  and  iltc  surveyors  had 
jointly  repaired  the  road,  having  lowered  and  paved  it,  and  that 
the  expensna  attending  ttic  same  were  144/.  -Ij.  GJ.,  one  half  of 
which  w  aa  to  be  paid  by  citht-r  ]i.irty,  ihiia  eaublishing  the  joint 
liability  of  the  two  to  repair  the  same. 

"  Dec.  -Ith,  ISlj.  At  all  iissemWy,  held  this  day,  it  huviug 
been  report«l  that  the  expense  of  relaying  the  street  and  rooa 
between  the  Land-giite  and  Guy's  Corner  is  200/,  or  thcrc- 
}  about,  and  the  proiiortion  thereof  to  be  borne  by  tliis  cotniora- 
tion,  having  been  ilUeimNed,  ordered  thai  the  chnmbvrlam  do 
contributc,on  the  part  of  thih  corporation,  the  snm  of  65/.  3(.  6d." 
Here,  instead  of  half,  the  eor|)«ration  only  paid  about  one  third 
of  the  expense. 

This  street  ha»  needed  Hltle  n-pair  Aince  IHIo;  but  thni  Hllle 
has  been  done  by  the  siir^eyora  of  tlic  highways. 

In  Uffi  the  corporation  ordered  that  the  road  from  the  Gun- 
L  garden  Roeks  to  the  brid^^e  be  repaired  at  their  rx{K'nBC.  Thin 
^wiia  the  bridge  over  Ihc  "  KiiwnriVa  Docl:.*' 

Other  extracts  might  be  made   to  show  the  liabilitv  of  the 
corporation  to  keep  the  streets  of  the  town  in  repair;but  it  it 
not  necessary.     ^  hen  they  wen:  6rst  paved,  roimd  bowlder- 
atones  were  laid  down  from  the  sides  of  the  houses,  sloping  to 
the  centre,  where  ran  a  gutter,  left  open  lo  receive  and  earry  off" 
Ihc  rain  and  the  filth ;  and  thus  they  remained  until  the  year 
1810,  nhen  the   inhabitants  of  the   High  ittrect,   KoKt  street, 
I  Market  street.  Lion  street,  nnd  Middle  street  Liid  down  n  flat 
Ipavement  before  their  houses,  and  in  which  useful  nnd  eonve- 
inient  work,  those  who  were  unable  to  bear  the  expense  thcm- 
IbcIvcb  were  munificently  assisted  by  the  late  John  WooUctl, 
l£flq.t  who,  having  acquired  a  large  fortune  in  tlic  town  as  a 
Rolieitor,  bad  a  hand  and  heart  aln'aya  open  to  aid  in  every 
uai^t'ol  and  charitable  undertaking. 

Tlie  oldest  lutriaU  records  relating  to  the  mads  commence  in. 
]72^,aud  the  foUowiDg  is  a  copy  of  an  assessment  headed  thua:^ — 
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Bjo.  An  AuMMimenl  mrnJe  by  lh«  Kut«-]«n  tor  re[inlrlnf  Uw  tUffiynj*  in  tbl« 
pndili,  Icoii)  CtirlsUiM,  I7S),  to  ciirUiniM,  IISI,  on  tuth  «•  aMd*  deMuU 
In  ni>rkln)[,  ncconliiiis  to  Uic  bwa  iii  ibnt  bclMU,  tis, ; 
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This  is  not  the  whole  list  of  nunesj  Iwt  enough   is  given  tm 
ahuw  the  uatiire  and  nmoutit  of  the  'assessment,  which  Recmi 
like  the  |>oor  rate  of  the  same  dat«,  to  hare  beeu  au  ability-t 
which  some  dischargeil  by  mauual  labour,  some  by  Bup|ilyia| 
beach,  and  some  by  payment  of  money.    The  whole  anai 
charge  for  the  roada,  as  fsr  as  wc  can  make  it  out,  was 
under: 

£  >.  a. 

■  llilbiwid  -  SB  16  0 

CaiiioRe  «r  I  IN  ton  of  bncb.  In  Ucu  u(  iil*. 

■I  8«(.  per  ton       ■  ■  £  IS  I 

11  d^wurk,  Inieuuf  nicitfa.  rf^Aay      1    •  » 


£U  \6     ■ 


BOAHB. 
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In  an  account  of  the  prc\-tou8  year,  that  is,  from  172'2  to 
1 723,  tbc  luscssment  was  Uiis : 


For  the  towm  Md  llbrrlr 
For  the  foMlfn 


1    IB     0 


Bl-!i!(Ics  this,  vrc  hftvc  a  lUt  to  tbe  foreign  of  '*  land  occii- 
pien  and  such  as  keep  teams." 

Mr.  tUlpb  Norlon  workeil  the  (all  linie  for  Iwu  plnigtb  lanJ*.  - 

Mf .  Dkml  Murrli  •  -         tlinr  iJo. 

Itlr.  Juhd  Barm  -  -  Ibroe  do. 

Mr.  (Irorga  HuTwaib  •  •         IhrMfiln. 

Ml*  John  CfutlBnJeB  -  oik  do. 

AfT.Jolin  Pirnrll  Iwuiloi, 

Mr.  William  Elunlliihl  workcil  oite  tram. 

nrUov  Powell  one  do.  * 

Mr.  Dinlrl  Samluan  oiw  do. 

Mr.  Abnlian  KraDoll.  NO.     ana  do. 

Mr.  Tlioioaa  Smsnt  onodn. 

Mr.  Jobn  W»1cb  -  one  do. 

Of  the  above  we  may  observe,  that  John  Bams  occupied 
Ciidlwrough  farm  ;  Johti  CniUendcD  the  castle;  lUlnh  Norton 
the  liind  probably  slill  known  by  the  name  of  the  Norton 
Mnr^hrs ;  George  Uumash  part  of  Leasam ;  David  Morris 
Ixv  farm. 

ITie  charge  of  a  team  per  day  was  5j. ;  beach  per  ton  was  1  n. 

The  hire  of  a  lighter  to  bring  beach  was  IHrf.  per  ioad  j  the 
charge  per  day  for  a  double  cart  was  6i.,  a  double  cait  mesiUDg 
one  with  two  horses. 

Tile  forc(foing  cupcnucB  arc  referable  to  the  time  previoua  to 
the  jKistiiii^  uf  the  tir»t  nets  of  parUnmcnt  for  mukiiig  \\\k  two 
tiin>|>ikc-r(>ad<i,  one  from  Fiimwcll  aod  the  other  from  Vicn-hall 
to  Rye,  aud  when  the  parish  had  to  inuiiitniu  so  much  of  these 
aa  runs  through  it.  Thia^nll  account  forthechurfn'ft  not  being 
ao  high  immediately  after  as  they  were  before  the  event  al- 
tuded  to. 


Vnm  ]TTS  lo  11-rO  tbr  rspFiuw  sbi 
l11(»lolTn 

ntn  to  m* 
li*aioiiai 

ITM  U)  ITU 
J7««lonM 

-     33  IJ     ■ 
SI  in    S 
u  in   t 
ai  10   • 

U   10     3 
»  10    « 

C)9a4     A     t 

Vearly  a>«ntt« 

-      £34  N  S| 

Of  this  charge  ihc  sum  of  12/.  \2s.  6d.  vaa  paid  as  composi- 
tion to  (lie  trustees  of  the  tumpikea. 
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£   •■  i. 

Prom  nStt  to  nsi  -  S3  M    « 

nfll  tallM  -  ■        48  1«    0 


3)110  It     « 


Areraga  £ii    b    9 

The  accounts  after  this  time  were  kept  in  separate  books ; 
those  of  the  town  and  liberty  in  oae,  and  of  the  foreign  in  an- 
other. Those  of  the  former  were  kept  very  iiregulany,  some* 
times  not  being  audited  only  every  three  or  four  years.  Hie 
result  of  their  examination  for  eleven  years,  endug  in  1812, 

gives— 

£  ,.  4. 

For  the  town  ud  Ubertj  u  annul  annga  of    -    M  t  « 

For  tba  forelfA                                                      IC  1  4 

£00    fl  10 

The  enrage  of  town  and  liberty  for  liz  fean, 

ending  Id  I84«,  ti  •  '  SS  It    1 

For  the  foreign  -  -         0  IS    • 

And  now,  when  the  turnpike-roads  are  so  admirably  kept, 
and  the  parochial  are  in  such  excellent  condition  as  to  leave 
nothing  to  desire  on  this  head,  rulroads  have  started  into  ei- 
istence,  and  our  good  cdd  highways  and  byways  are  compara- 
tively no  loDger  of  any  value.  On  August  9tb,  1 845,  the  royal 
assent  was  g^ven  to  a  bill  for  making  a  railroad  from  the  south- 
eastern  line,  at  Ashford,  through  Rye  and  Hastings,  to  Bulver- 
hythe,  where  it  will  ^oin  the  one  now  forming  m)m  hence  to 
Brighton,  and  which  in  a  few  years  will  be  continued  westerly, 
until  a  complete  coast  line  is  formed  from  Dover  to  Plymouu, 
and  erentually,  perhaps,  to  the  Land's  End. 
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CHAPTEH  II. 


SCCLKNIAItTICAl.  rilSTOKY.  THB  OIIVRCIl;  ritlARY  ;  PRBS- 
OYTEHIANIi;  W88LKYAN  MKTUOOtaTB;  nNlVRBAA  1.18TS ; 
OUAKRBS;    HAPTISTH;    INDEPRNDENTll. 


Thb  church,  as  having  been  origmnlly  the  onlv  tcrksiiivlical 
ratiiblishmrnt  in  the  town,  clnimn  titir  nrst  notice,  ami  hcrr,  at 
the  vciT  thresliold  of  the  huly  edifice,  wc  stumble,  [n  entering 
on  thin  branch  of  our  hisiory,  we  find  onrsclves  environed 
with  ditKculties,  such  as  we  eonfe&s  our  inability  to  stirmoimt. 
Our  early  ecclc&ioMicat  architecture  seems  so  involved  in 
mvAlery ;  the  ditfenmt  orders  are  no  mixed  ui>  in  the  snn)6 
IjiiiUliiig  ;  the  period  of  each  §eparate  onler  la  so  slightly 
dcHiied,  and  in  Kye  Church  (larticuhirly  there  an-  so  many 
evidences  of  %'artous  rej>airs  aud  elian^^eH  as  t<i  mock  the 
researches  of  the  most  R.-coiidite  in  ihu  kuowlcdgc  of  eburcll 
architecture.  Tlie  only  attempt  to  reduce  tlie  aicliiteetural 
confusion  of  Rye  Church  into  somethinR  like  order  wa-t  made 
in  1844,  when  one  of  our  rellou- townsmen,  a  Icnrncd  and 
vell-read  man,  published  a  little  pumphlct,  entitled  '  Some- 
thing about  Rye  Church,'  eonlnininc  much  u-seful  infonnn- 
tion,  and  to  which  wc  arc)  indebted  for  some  of  the  re- 
marks embodied  in  the  succeeding  part  of  this  investigation, 
and  to  whom  wc  thus  beg  to  acknowledge  our  obligation  j 
and  at  Ibe  sanie  time  to  fray  that,  not  profetisiii^  to  havs 
.any  great  arehitcctural  knowledge  of"  our  own,  wherever  we 
rdifier  from  him  we  wish  it  to  be  undenttoud  it  is  not  from 
any  ovcrwcrning  conBdence  to  our  own  jiidgnrient ;  but  from 
tlic  force  of  facta,  which  have  come  to  our  knowledge,  and 
which  wc  consider  have  warmnt4.'d  the  cuncluaions,  at  which 
wc  have  arrived. 

With  this  preface  wc  commence  our  task  with  the  following 
qucDtions,  viz.: 

I  St.  Is  tlic  present  the  original  church?  or,  in  other  words 
J  (after  the  total  or  parlinl  deslrucliou  of  the  original),  does  ihc 
present  stand  on  the  site  of  the  original? 

'3d.  Supposing  the  present  church  not   to   be    t)ic  original 
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one,  nor  to  iitnnJ  on  the  site  of  the  orif^inal,  nhcrc  did  the 
original  stand?  when  was  it  built?  and  when  was  it  de- 
stroyed ? 

To  the  first  of  thcw  ouMtlons  we  ansn-er  that  the   present 
is  not  the  ongiunl  churcn,  nor  docs  it  occupy  Uie  site  of  the 
orininnl. 
/     To  the  second  we  reply  that  the  original  church  stood  in 
the  (jiin-^ardcn;  that  it  was  built  during  or  previous  to 
reion  of  Edward  the  Coiiftssor,  which  lusted  from  IIHI  to  l( 
Bsd  that    it    Aras    deatro^-ed    before   the   end    of   the  twelfU) 
centur>'. 

In  the  deed  of  May  l5th,  1247  (ao  often  quoted),  by  which 
Hcnrj-  in  resumed  into  his  own  hands  the  towns  of  Win- 
chelsea  and  Rye,  which  had  been  originally  granted  to  the 
f  abbot  mid  muiik»  ol"  Fi«cnmi>,  in  Normiindy,  by  Edwnrd  the 
I  Confessor,  and  aflcnvards  confirmed  by  William  I  and  Henry  I, 
'  among  the  various  privileges  »)iiniemt(:^,  ns  having  been  con- 
ferred  by  this  grant,  a  mentioned  **  the  patronage  of  the 
I  church/'  shoniiiK  thitt  a  church  was  in  existence  in  the  rctgn 
of  I-ldward  the  Confessor  when  the  grant  was  first  made,  and 
that  it  mufl  have  been  built  during  or  prior  to  the  nrigii  of 
tliiil.  king.  That  this  church  etnod  in  the  Gitii-gonlen,  we 
tliitik,  may  be  proved  by  the  testimony  of  Jeake,  who  hns 
tht^e  words;  "In  which  ronsimiplion  (the  fire  of  H4^<],  as 
conceived,  the  old  church  was  burned,  and  this,  now  standing, 
built  since,  the  former  Biandlng  near  to  Yprcs  Tower,  in  the 
place  yet  cnlled  "  the  Old  Churchyard."  Jeake  wrote  in  Ifi78, 
and  was  then  !J5  years  of  nge,  having  been  bom  in  l'i'23,  w^hen 
men  were  living  whose  memory  could  run  back  through  a 
good  part  of  the  former  ccnturj-,  and  whoM  traditionary  history 
must  be  considered  aufficientiy  authentic  to  warrant  lis  in  the 
belief  that  here  stood  thp  original  church ;  and  this  tradition 
has  been  presrncd,  and  handed  down  to  many  now  or  lately 
living  in  the  town  of  Hye. 

To  this  evidence  of  tradition  we  may  add  the  evidence  of 
facts ;  for,  on  this  eamc  spot,  beneath  the  house  of  the  paolcr 
several  human  skeletons  have  been  diaiutcrrcd  niihiu  the  last 
thirty  or  forty  years. 

IlaWog  6xcd  the  site  and  age  of  this  church  let  us  examine 
it«  materials.  It  may  be  a  rash  and  hazardous  assuminiuu, 
but  we  arc  really  inebDed  to  tbiiik  it  wiw  biitit  of  wood ;  Htiodcit 
churches  have  existed  in  Cugland;  wond  was  to  be  found  in 
great  abundanec  in  the  great  forest  of  .A.ndcriila,  in  ihia  neigh- 
bourhood, at  that  time;  all  the  houHen  itt  Rye  were  formerly 
compoMd  of  this  materia) ;  and  tlicre  in  no  rvidcnco  of  the 
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destniction  of  any  etIiticT  wliuih  whs  built  of  stone.  Y]jr« 
Castle  er«lctl  in  the  twcfth  century;  the  walla  and  galc^uys 
nf  tliG  town  built  in  th4>  fourteenth  ;  the  present  clmroh  and 
the  old  ccclesinilicul  vditicc  oa  the  south  side  of  the  church- 
ywil  an;  oil  formed  of  stone,  imd  llicse  have  r11  wiiliatood  the 
various  and  destructive  ravages  of  fire  and  sword  to  which  the 
town  has  been  subjected;  for, aUliouK*'  ^hc  church  bears  marks  | 
of  fire,  still  it  hiis  ncvi-r  been  cnlirclv  destroyed  by  it,  ntidy 
hence  wc  conclude  that,  had  the  original  church  been  a  stone 
edifiiN:,  all  rcniattiit  of  it  would  not  have  been  utterly  nwciJt 
awny.  All  Ibc  old  editiccs,  known  to  have  been  built  of  stone^ 
have  flun-iveil,  and  we  cannot  aee  trhy  the  urigiaal  church 
should  have  lonncd  a  solitary  exception  to  the  general  rule. 
Supposing  these  premises  to  be  correct,  we  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  ori^nal  church  was  deslroycd  before  tbc  end 
of  the  twelfth  century,  that  is,  Botne  time  between  a.d.  I0(j6 
and  A.D.  I  '200,  the  date  of  the  earliest  order  of  architecture 
existing  in  the  present  church. 

The  church  waa  dedicated  lo  the  **  Virgin  Mary,"  and  was 
called  Mmetimes  "the  Church  of  onr  Ladye,"  and  sometimes  / 
"St.  Marj''»."  Jcakc  says,  in  Iiis  description  of  the  town,  "it 
is  bcaiititiL-d  with  a  large  church  called  *Kt.  Mary,'  the 
(goodliest  cdittcc  of  that  kind  in  Kent  and  Subscx,  tbc  cathedrals 
excepted." 

The  "  cotnmon  seal"  of  the  town  of  Rye  bears  on  its  reverse 
a  view  of  the  church,  and  it  is  by  a  careful  examination  of 
this  that  wo  hope  to  tlu-uw  additional  light  on  our  subject. 
Wc  almll  at  once  perceive  that,  in  its  geueral  outline,  it 
rcaemblfs  the  present  structure;  while,  in  its  architectural 
embellishments  there  is  a  marked  difference,  bearing  theM  two  < 
remarks  iu  mind,  we  may  say  it  is  at  once  both  "  alter  et  idem  ;*' 
enough  is  apparent  in  the  prenent  lo  convince  us  that  the 
original  bus  not  been  utterly  destroyed,  and  ut  the  same  Ume 
that  the  latter  far  exceeded  the  fom>cr  in  external  beauty. 

The  old  church  had  a  tower  and  8pire,  a  nave  and  a  choir,  i 
Vfilh  aisles  to  both  the  latter,  over  which  appear  three  stnall  \ 
windows  in  the  clerestory,  and  thus  fur  it  resembled  the  prcscDt,  | 
At  the  entrance  of  the  north  duor,  which  is  ornamented  with 
tracery  work,  stands  a  fi^re  of  the  Virgin  Mary  (the  patroness 
of  the  church)  with  the  infant  Jesus  on  her  Icfl  ann,  and  a 
sort  of  trefoil  cross  or   palm-branch  in   her  right.     Over  her 
head  arise   three  pointed  arches  reaching  to  the  top  of  the 
tower,  whence  spnnga  a  spire,  slighter  and   higher  than  the 
present,  having  a  cross  at  ita  apex,  white  each  angle  is  orna* 
mcnted  with  a  lofiy  and  elegant  pinnacle.    The  gable^nd  of  the 
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roof,  bulli  at  tlic  taslcm  uud  wcfiCero  exlnmiity,  is  &unnountctl  bjj 
a  cross,  \ihile  iVum  the  vavn  of  tach  arisen  a  short  plnuaclt?.  Ttrtf 
large  wiuUows  adiaittcd  \v^ht,  uric  ut  ihc  eastern  and  one  at  the 
wcHiern  pntl  of  lh«  church.  Wlicthcir  tlic  figures  trf  thi?  Virgin 
■11(1  Child  were  real  eiutucs,  sUotiiii^  ai  (he  iionhcm  rnirttacc 
of  tlie  Hacred  buildin;r,  or  only  intruduc^Kl  into  the  s^al  u 
cmblemt  of  hvr  to  Mlioin  it  was  dciticntcd,  wc  canitot  decide; 
but  putting  this  out  of  the  (]uestion,  a-s  well  tn  tlie  figurci  of 
ihe  sun  and  scvvii  »tar»  un  the  »u>l,  uml  tlie  moon  !n  her 
crescent  with  scvun  stars  on  the  west  side  of  the  ipirr,  we 
cannot  fail  to  acknowledge  that  thi^,  ua  Stuwe  ni}'«,  i>a«  a 
'*  church  of  a  wonderful  bcnutv."  The  churrh  is  rcnrr&rntefii 
ss  standing  viithin  n  iwrt  of  low  oroanieiiti;d  wall  ur  (xifi.t,  iind 
around  (he  seal  ia  this  legend, — TA.v'c~^(aria  gratia  nienu  l)cu« 
ucum  b«ncdicta  tii  in  mulieribus."  Hail  Mary!  tlie  grace  of 
Go«l  be  with  you  I  blessed  art  thou  among  woraca  ! 

Having  thus  minutely  described  the  church  us  it  appesnt  on. 
the  Bcal,  let  ub  next  inouirc  into  the  antiquity  of  the  seal  itself! 
Seals  vcre  not  used  in  Knglnnd,  hearing  arms,  before  the  Con- 
C|uc«l  in  10€6  ;  how  soon  after  this  the  Cinc|uc  Ports  (properly 
so  called,  that  is,  Komney,  Dover,  Sandwich,    Ilytlie,   ana 
Hosting*}  had  the  privilege   of  a  public  seal  docs  not  appear; 
but>  at  whatever  iircvions  jicriod  these  jmrta  bad  Ibcm,  it 
clear  the  two  ancient  towns  of  WinchcWa  and  Kve  could  not 
posMBs  tbrm  before  the  reign  of  King  John,  who  is  said  to 
have  given   them  their  privileges,  and   which   commenced  in 
llDUond  ended  in  1216;  and  thus,  aa  the  origiunlof  the  present 
church  ia  supfKised  to  have  been  built  before  the  end  of  the 
twelfth  century,  the  seal  may  fairly  be  comidcred  to  bear  a 
repreacntatioD  of  it.     llic  oldest  impression  which  we  bat 
seen  of  the  seal  is  a  niiililated  ifiie  on  a  document  of  the  da( 
of  N3U  ;  wc  have  ali»o  teen  another  deed  entitled  a  cotuiiositioii' 
of  the  seven  towns,  being  drawn  up   ut  a  Brotbcrbood  in  the 
year  1 31^2,  to  which  it  is  said,  among  otbcra,  that  the  tical  of  the 
town  of  Kjc  was  also  alTixed;  but  of  the  seven  seals  only  three 
arc  now  remaining,  viz..  of  Romncy,  Dover,  and  VVinchcbicai 
however,  aa  (bese  arc  all  similar  to  the  present  seals  of  tbcit 
respective  towns,  wc  may  conclude  Uml  Rye  bore  the  sotni- 
also  as  it  does  at  present. 

From  all  these  circumstance*  wc  aguiu  rc{'eAt  tbat  wc  think 
this  must  have  been,  as  Stone  sayti,  "  ii  church  uf  a  wonderful 
bcuuiyt"  that  tbia  was  the  ideutical  one  tbua  alluded  tn  by 
him,  and  that  this  was,  in  a  great  measure,  destiuyiil  b>  i1i>' 
Preiiili  in  ihc  year  M-IH,  after  uhich  the  town  wa^,  in  cuum 
<)ui-ncc  of  "the    great   destruction,  devastation,  and   exile,'* 
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>duce<l  tbereby,  reduced  to  a  state  of  im|)ovensbment,  n'bicli 
ilcnry  VI   to  make  TcntcrJcn  a  member  of  Rje  to 
"^sssist  Iicr  in  b<?ariii<;  licr  cxpeuscs. 

Vi'e  may  now  consider  the  town  to  be  lying  in  ruins;  the 
houKo,  liaviiig  been  built  of  nooU,  were  reduced  to  ashes;  the 
watts,  gatenays,  and  Vprcs  Tower,  being  built  of  stone  escnpcd 
unscaibvd ;  uliik  the  cburcb,  being  of  the  same  malcria],  was 
not  entirely  deslruyed,  but  reduced  to  such  a  state  of  dilnpida- 
tiwii  as  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  it»  being  rtiitorcd  to  its  /. 
original  form  and  beauty. 

Ill  thv  \ii-w  of  Ryf,  tiJcen  in  the  Bixteeiilh  century,  after  the 
year  1^09,  appears  a  churtU  standing  on  the  same  Rpot  na  the 
jircscnt,  one  am)  of  a  Miiiilnr  form,  leading  us  to  conclude  that 
tbc  present  church  had  tbcn  been  creeled;  but  at  what  period 
it  miiy  be  ditHcult  preciitoly  to  say,  though  it  will  be  our  duty 
now  to  cndrnvour  to  dincovcr  as  ut-arly  us  ivc  can. 

As  wc  arc  now  nrrived  on  a  part  of  our  road  where  the 
laodioarka  are  more  trcquent  and  better  defined,  it  may  be 
well  to  recapitulate  what  wc  have  before  stated,  which  is 
briefly  this :  "  a  church  (probably  the  ttrst  church)  was  erected 
in  the  (jun-gardcn,  in  or  before  the  reign  of  the  Confessor, 
which  was  destroyed,  prvvioiiBly  to  the  end  of  the  twelfth 
century,  the  era  of  the  Anglo-Norman  style,  to  which 
belong  "  the  circular  arches  »t  tbc  cast  end  of  the  nortli  and 
south  aisles  of  the  nave,  connecting  thc«e  with  the  transept; 
the  trauBept  itself,  tbc  tower,  and  the  arcades  with  ugZAg 
ornaments  in  the  south  and  north  transepts  of  the  preaeat  j 
church. 

litis  church  was  very  noon  injured  by  the  various  invasions  ' 
of  the  French ;  the  present  nave  and  choir,  with  the  wings  of 
the  latter  being  in  the  early  English  style  of  architecture,  which 
prevailed  from  a.d.  1*200  to  a.d.  1300.  Thus,  then,  we  may 
Euppose  the  church  to  have  stood,  with  all  its  omameat«l 
beauties,  at  the  commencemeut  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and 
through  the  greater  ]>art  of  the  same,  when,  on  the  invaaton 
of  l(}7K,  it  was  probably  partially  injured,  and,  in  144H,  so 
much  BO  as  to  reduce  it  to  o  comparative  state  of  ruin  ;  for 
though  Stowe  says  "  the  French  brought  the  town  into  a-shcs, 
with  the  church,  that  then  was  there,  of  a  wonderful  beauty;" 
and  though  Jcakc  says  "  the  old  church  was  burned,  and  this, 
now  standing,  built  since,  the  former  standing  near  to  Yprea 
Tower,  in  the  place  yet  called  the  Old  Churchyard ;"  there 
arc  strong  proofs  to  (he  contrary  in  the  existence  at  present, 
even  of  porta  of  the  cbinrch  exhibiting  specimens  of  the 
styles  of  architecture  prevalent  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth 
centuries. 
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It  U  more  limn  probable  that  the  diurch  lay  in  niins  for 
some  years  after  this,  but  in  the  eoursc  of  ninety  year*,  that 
i»,  from  A.D.  H-18  lo  a.d.  lo^JiS,  >«-as  restored  to  its  present 
Btate  (Bhoni  of  much  of  iu  former  beauty,  anti  bearing  mariu 
of  tbe  fiory  ordeal  through  which  it  has  paased),  for  wc  find 
speciinena  of  the  jicrpendicuhir  style,  which  prevailed  from  a.d. 
1377  to  A.D.  1546,  *'in  the  heauuful  east  windon,  in  a  hand- 
some flying  biiltress  at  the  cast  end,  in  the  southern  arches, 
and  one  of  the  northern  arches  of  the  choir,  and  iu  thoae  nbicli 
do  or  should  ad'ord  opeu  communicatiuQ  belweeo  tbe  aistea  of 
the  ohoir  and  the  trauiienls." 
.J  Wc  hflve  nientiontd  tiie  year  153H  oh  the  modern  bmindaiy 
of  the  resturatiun  of  the  church,  not  as  supposing  or  knowing 
it  to  be  the  exact  time  of  U  ;  but  because  in  this  year  the  first 
law  was  unacted  for  keeping  a  register  of  baptisms,  marrtaf^s, 
and  burials,  mid  because,  moreover,  these  registers  for  the  piu-ixh 
of  Ilye  arc  in  csiistcncc  and  excellent  preservation  to  this  day, 
indicative  of  the  church  hnvinp  remained  in  n  Mate  of  peae? , 
~^  both  aa  regards  its  material  eu^tencc  and  its  spiritual  govcm- 
'  ment,  sinoe  that  period. 

With  thcKc  observations  we  recommence  our  narmtive  from 
the  year  liiSS,  being  the  ■ilHh  ofHcnry  VIII,  which  will  at  first 
extend  to  (he  conclusion  of  the  sixti-cnth  century, and  will  con- 
tain several  cxtrncts  Irom  the  registers  of  this  period,  illunitrative 
of  the  history  f>f  the  town. 

The  first  entries  serve  to  show  that  Rye,  in  this  century,  was 
Ihc  resort  of  strangers  and  foreigners. 

I£:i4.   Wai  hiiHprl  n  itrBniMT ;  nnJ  tli)*  Mlfy  Uofteii  rrp*iM. 
1J30.  .^^nl  4111.  Albert  Hi]} unit,  ■  FI(in;i^^. 
mi.  A  Frriik'lxnfln. 
IdJS.  Martin,  n  Sjiniilntil. 

Two  Porl}  iiicilji  (roTlugnBcr). 
IJ-Jt.   A  Dutchmiin. 

Sovvml  nittii  bihI  Inji  from  ScBibotriu^li. 

In  1544  England  was  at  war  with  Prance,  and  the  foIlowtnE 
burials  show  how  the  prisoners  were  disposed  of; 

\iU.  A  Frencli  Itny,  (irtMner  lo  Anitrrw  Cbarcb. 
A  ftBiirlinmn,  wliu  ilint  ill  iirlnori. 
A  rivn''timnii.  ii[t-oni<r  lo  Jdlin  IlTtilji:*. 
Jubn.a  Kn-iicbrilaii,  wlio  «ui  killvi]  in  wnftr. 

On  Aug.  24tli,  littZ,  look  place  the  massacre  of  the  French 
Huguenots  at  Paris;  in  consequence  of  which,  many  whoesenped 
iled  to  the  o)>p'jsite  const  of  England,  and  some  settled  iu  Rye, 
as  vill  appear  from  the  following  baptistns : 

liT3,  Ft-b.  ^tt).  Plcrie  Liu"f .  Ilii-  Kiti  □[  C>ull1iiiimo  J^ttir.  ^rnirttat  ui  |ili}*iic, 
nniJ  pronchi-r  In  Uii-  Picnili  ctiunli,  iioniftifd  I'or  ib'  CoapsI,  •■■■>  burn 
In  Rjv,  on  tMd  dn?, 
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^■HUi.  Wmborn  hcrr,  tn  ttib  Unrn  olRjc,  Pi-llcr,  Uw  md  «f  ftKei 
'iCiiDTil,  rii^m'li,  III  ifiilp  fut  ibeGMpcl. 

(lib.  Wailia^Utnl  Jciinii,  anil  of  LaurcncP  Hoiiritin,  Frenrb. 
^,-««i^  \i"    ittb.  Jnhn,  (on  o^  PHUr  Uipen,  of  lb«  Utmof  Ute|ip«>  >wiiMwd 
''■I  IJi«  wurI  u(  Cptl. 

■iT.nMi  al  Wlttltm  Ttjlo'i  Ml)l«h«d  Fot  lh(>  wotJ  otCud. 
X^KiwI  Ban<)acnia<.'r,  of  Kerike.  In  NornianJy. 
l^     tcm  Mniriiv,  fnilii  l>irii|>r. 
t- '  r.  Mon  of  Pi-IlM  l)n|i<iiti->,  of  Dipppp,  ba<tl>bril  hi  Ibewcvil  of  God. 

I.  \cUl7.  Vein  Powrll.  l>iinJ>-lJr  kloiiijnf.jolin  BnlloM.  of  Dieppe. 

.Aulvniri,  liam  Riiuvii. 
1.  iljrw  Morrrll,  nan  of  the  ailnbM  of  the  Preneb  «hutcb  IB  Rjr,  bj 

■Uilbrw  CuiiobI,  04i«  ul  tlie  (mncbm  vTUi*  wid  cbwcb. 

J*'  n  I>«biiDiel> 
Ml.  l>-tn  fltiig««. 

T.  lis  US  that,  oa  an  acooiint  having  been  tftken  tn 

wi-re    ruitiiil    to  bw    1534    French    rcfugc^cti   rc«i- 

1-,  no  ibat  they  miiRt  have  rc()iiire<l  rlcrg^-mcn  of 

to  sdminUter  to  their  spiriinnl  wants.     'Vhe  old 

'>nduit  street  is  supposed  to  have  been  assigned  to 

}lace  of  worship,  which  seems  v<^^y  probnble,  when 

thst  this  building  was  only  completed  in  16-5,  and 

Henry  VUI  in  Iij;iO',  and.  thLTefore,  in  a  perfect 

elcss  as  rc";ardcd  its  oripiial  tle^tinatioit  for  a  Cu- 

■.     We  shall  not  stop  lii-re  to  iiiqitire  whether  any 

iilants  of  these  Frcneh  Huguenots  did  or  do  remain 

but  defer  that  subject  till  we  come  to  our  chapter 

-evert  to  our  burials. 

•t*\U.  Jolin  Hjbrt,  cIfiIl  of  tbe  cbuKb, 
A 'III  Di,  •1)11  to  (iiibrii-l. 

[■Ill} lip  lo  IVilllttiJi  Djlilrr. 
'1.  ■  •rtvanlul  >Villinin  (ijbjnt. 
th.   Muilivf  UUmv.  "''>'*"Vof  the  tMMi. 

lljJe,  tiu'siiuii}  vt  Ibe  luwii  uf  It)«. 
•'■l(-(  l!«ll<,  iiiajuf  W  Ibu  loan  u(  Kje. 
.   .tbolonww  Jobnaancijuial. 

Here  it  will  be  observed  there  is  no  record  of  the  age  of  any 
uf  the  persona  at  the  lime  of  their  decease.  Tlic  mayde  and  the 
aer«'ant  have  no  sumaioe;  and  although  the  father  of  John 
Adatu  is  mcDlioned>  the  mother  is  altogether  omiltcd. 

IMD,  WMbciM  Jobii  Hnjiiianilc. 
taifl.   Witlmm  Noitua. 
lAi\.   ItlibniU  t  (■■lulvtiaiiio. 

These  lost  three  are  iuserted,  as  being  the  names  of  old  families 
formerly  existing  in  the  towu. 

\st».  U'ptn  buitod  tool  mv»  brbiugins  to  tfee  king''  ■kip.  lud  a  caplaiii  af  tbt 
fMicon,  an-l  <>f  Ihr  kinK'>  'lilp. 

These  deaths  occurred  in  the  '.^d   bklwardVI,  diowinj;  the 
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town  then  to  have  had  a  tihip  of  war.    The  faucuu  Wvui  a  piece 
of  ordnance  iu  those  duys. 

In  \Q-l-i  (be  plague  raged  in  Rye  to  such  an  extent  that  the 

destlis  were  as  under: 


la  M*T,  11 :  Jane.  30  ;  JiilT .  K 

Aug.,  IM;  Svpt,  it :  Lkt.,  SI         - 

T»litl 
Fnira  Mar,  IdlA.  to  So|it-  l^^'''  ^'^  IncUidw.lMlag  »im  jru  i 

Stt  monllB,  lb*  pla^tno  cnritMl  off 
In  Jiin.,  F«b..  aad  Mnrch.  IfiDO,  dlul 


IIHI 
Kill 

IU 

ie84 


Tlicse  deaths,  tliouch  not  running  ov«r  cxaaly  continuous 
years,  yet  nil  oc'cnrrca  in  thr  ooiirsu  of  akuiit  half  a  criitun-, 
and  really  took  |jlucc  in  the  »lior(  [H-riml  of  tvro  years  and  serm 
mnnthx,  giving  a  yearly  average  of  six  hundred  and  thiriy-aix 
deaths  ;  the  awfid  multitude  of  nhirh  mny  bi;  l>etl4M-  cnnccircdj 
when  we  atale  that,  ^riih  an  increased  population,  the  average 
deaths  of  three  years,  cndine  in  1844,  vta  only  fitty-nrvcti. 

Of  theonehundffdand  et»hty-fivc  who  died  in  l'69U,"thiftj 
were  souldicrs,  and  thcs«  died  in  Janunry  and  tVliruary." 

Among;  the  deathit  recordc-d  in  U'»7;t  and    l.'>M)  is  one  of 
Frenc^limuii  out  of  thft  Friars,  and  also  of  a  child  who  died  ther^' 
proofs  ttiat  this  building  in  Conduit  street  was  ii&eigiied  to  the 
use  of  the  Hiigucnota,  as  before  surmised. 

ICHd,  Mnri-ri.  Itriii.  TliP lilli tl*j  wu burM  Muipi  W5ll;u>  InoM, Bock 

of  U)t;n7U,Vyinr  ot  Rjm  KBd  Drni>u(  Uattnl),  ud  V)re« oi  liotMoHij 
txvydc  Wjro,  III  Uie  toiinTfc  of  Uoiil. 

This  entry  is  made  in  red  ink,  to  di3ting:uisb  it|  we  supposCi 
from  the  common  multitude  of  burials,  he  having  been  the  vicar  j 
of  the  parish. 

With  tvo  other  entries  we  cloac  the  register  for  this  cca> 
tury : 

l£M,  JunaSd.  AnoM.  daBRfatMof  Pluli|p«WtUlam*,  im*  tMiWd)  •tut  wm  nat- 

■JorrJ  bj  Uic  luoilivr. 
1^9,  JuDDlMlh.  Mnile  r>(»1int(>,  niline  Pr«n<b  wife  to  Phllltw  nraijuM,  ««i 
cKcmlrd  loc  Bianlirtlug  lltr«wo  cfalU. 

We  shall  next  present  our  readers  vkh  some  extracts  froiflj 
the  churchwardens'  accounts,  which  go  back  us  far  as  the  yt 
1&I3;  and  to  the  right  understanding  of  some  of  the  itema,^ 
both  of  receipt  iind  expenditure,  contuitied  in  the  earlier  parts 
of  which,  it  rruy  be  woll  tu  premise  thai  iu  this  year,  \^\:i,  ant 
for  several  auceeediiigoDfit,  (he  Cnlholic  rellt^ioii  Mill  fluuriiihi:^ 
in  this  couolry.     The  Hccoiiiita  conimmrc  "i(h  this  headina: 

"  In  this  book  is  contained  ihp  rrci-ipts  und  fX|N'n«ies  pf  Wil- 
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iiun  Clerk,  WUliam  Byfrj'ed,  and  John    Rajnotds,  church- 
warden* of  the  parish  church  of  Rye..  wiir-Ii  enTfWd  in  to  the 
said  ofBce  at  Ulastcr,  in  the  fourtli  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry 
Hth,  and  a.d.  1513." 
The  following  ate  some  of  the  receipts  for  this  year : 


4.     d. 


11  10 
3    0 

I  11 

II  11 
1    4 


Finl.    Tbv  *anM  cliimljitanlm*' ■Ocount,  RC«lTcd  in  Ihp  (Inl 
fcu  oi  tbcir  <iKm,  ijCKlberod  In  tb«  cbutcli  on   Wblljtnn 

SunJay,  In  Uir  niil  Tiril  jmr  •  •  D 

Rrcrlvnl  rarvnmleoftcTrlm  k<  (he  biirjinx  of  tiylea  Dfnpt  D 
Galbmcd  in  Vm  |iail>b  tbntch,  Uip  Suiiiln;  imt  Bn«t  Saint 

Kirhnrd  -  .  .  .  0 

CktbeKd  In  tbe  fhDTfb,  Ibe  Sundn^  n«>l  Woto  Lnmmu  D»;  Q 

RpoHt*il  of  Ui«  V»\M  prmw         ...  I 
GaUtersd  In  tbc  cboKb,  thr  Snnilny  dcxI  before  Iho  •icrain«nt 

of  our  I.ndy  .  -  -  •  A 

Rrorlnd  of  ClrRuml  for  Ctom  moiwgr  •  -  S 

Rkviio'I  of  tlxi  gifl  uf  Jubn  (*U]wn,  jun.         .  •  0 

GstliFrrd  In  ttip  cburcb  un  StitoTc  Sundny  -  .0 

Do.  on  Itw  AnniinrlntiQin  uf  our  LMly  -  •  I 

R«ceitpd  fora  kni^ll-tiiitilngiiif  tli»-|[t)lxll        -  •  0 

Do-  of  moacy  CBtbviril  lo  SL  Richard')  *brino  -  0 

Gatbered  in  Wk  ctiiirtli  on  .^lUbnllort  Dny  •  0 

R«Orii«l  nf  th«  h^iieit  of  H'llllani  WmiiUill,  of  L}(U  0 

RMeitnil  uf  Tboniaa  Olr"<-  fc  ChrJit'i  abnrn  In  hnrinff  M«M)n  0 

Dn.ofmaiipj  iraUl«r«>l  lorlhrelcik''!  wni.'M  In  CbilMmna  <)iiBrl^  0 
Da,  ol  Willinm  It«b9)>c.  fot  upon  a  laifvll.nnil  c(iui|icllnl  U>  f(ire 

to  the  (burcb  -  -  -  a    S     4 


Th*  whnlc  TMtfijiU  of  Ibl*  }c*T,  In  Ibx  cburcb,  wrrv  -         33     9     0 

Tb«  RuU  at  ■niloo*  pmprtliiv  iti  tbe  lown,  of  vhlcb  we  vbotl 

apoMh  moic  (ullj  b«i«ttlt«r  .  .  6     14 


Total 


£a   ^  i 


AmouK  other  items  of  receipt  we  find  frequeoc  mention  of 
money  paid  to  thi'  church  for  "  muiitli'x  mind  or  month's  day," 
which  signified  a  montldy  Rcrvirc  pcrfoniicd  in  the  church  for 
the  benebt  of  the  souU  of  the  def^cjwed ;  the  word  "  mind  "  here 
having  the  »ens«  of"  rememhrancc." 

Below  wc  subjoin  some  items  of  the  expenditure  : 


FtrM.  PaM  to  SI.  HIcbnil  ntCbichntrr,  fur  Pitet  prncc 

Palil  la  aflambfr,  for  Um  new  liealli^t  witb  Imil,  of  Salnl 

ClnvVdwMfl 
PiU  to  GnKai]>  Wakhaal,  naioD,  for  I  liu.  Ilioe.  Uw  nutbins 

of  S  tarbell*,  tti*  dolljvir,  and  (or  Ite  mnktnff  of  tba  well 

Ibne  .... 

Paid  RIcbuit  Curprnler,  lot  Ihr  naw  naUng  of  half  the  raol 

tbera,  flndlnR-  tjrmbei  ami  wotkoiantfalp 
PaM  Winiain  WJitrT,  tat  B  da^  wotklng  npon  ibe  tame  ntof. 

Bndli^  btnweir 
D«.  r«r  conj-taf  tiatot  ta  miw  raoC 
Do.  Tbonw  Adun,  fot  bou>li  lo  do.  - 

1  lotali  mnd  lo  SI.  Clrrr'i  dnncl 
NaltotoUienMfUKie 


0    t     0 


0    5    i 
0    «     • 
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For  I  k<r  U)  tbe  allu  <9oor,  and  on*  kqr  to  tb«  dear  of  iba  MOit- 
loft  -  .  -  - 

FbrinlibwMid  olfcermiMii  ■!  Om  tKltStitom't  vuttKMi 

Pm  Ills  Uteginf  Uw  oifM  Iron  LondM  (o  Rj* 

Per  wEter  «cgto  of  S  k.  ManglM  vo  Ite  cbucb 

Par  tbt  towlH  o(  Ibr  Una  InU  Uie  dwrarf-JtoHe 

Wnunc  Biirie  W  letnw)  (Muavl,  Tor  Uw  •aiaty  of  II«.  )«>r)r 
nnr.  to  ba  B«U  eid  at  Mt.  Wibuon'*  Uadi,  ioc  Ibe  coo- 
U»imJ  i>dln«  of  Uw  Umf  to  Uh  ebUr 

Tfc*  drrk'*  qurtM'i  mgei 

Scxian'i  do.  ... 

PaU  (be  boaid*  ami  fhaifc*  for  Hw  grrof  or; ooi,  «iiil  one  nun 

Onv  day  waAInK  upon  tlv  Linia  oiKiib 
Do.  hi  Ihe  rmmhI  Ikal  trttrUi  tbe  gtnl  j<I|>m  In  Ibsgnal 

(WftWU  .... 

Rml  to  Sir  MaltbcwIIctoSjOrUw  tfawcbjard,  M>aetJa«Jolin 

Bijln  .... 

RofHfortlwkcIUBtdiOcnflllinw    ■ 
Om  IumI  oC  wockI  lot  meHlneleal 
SilntiUdHrttthrlM 

Aagel  tMftn  and  eudlMt  flMt  Mors  oar  BiMi 
Lmi  (be  lb«  eburdi  ... 

WtUon  Wjnct,  Ioc  making  a  dtok  iMUm  lb*  Mnall  otgaJi  In 

thr  ctioir        .... 
Tbe  cooper,  lot  ■  barrel  for  tka  tkimo 
Paul  qitim  of  paper  to  aaka  ttlta  book 

ForcwrinKdo.  .... 

tU|«iw>  oAbnn  tbat  bolp  up  tbe  tUNbcr  in  Saint  Ckra'i  cbancd 
Wine  a«i  Palm  Swnitu;  lor  U>*  clntu 

Six  quart!  atoUtot  Uie  luii|i  ... 

AuRfl  laprra  and  candlm,  frum  MIcbudMiM  to  EUfkt 
Paid  ibenUraiillb  lot  Making  tbe pu  (pli?),  uliidi  a>«  twftiu 

l>r  Mailvr  Sewall 
A  baHdNd  bo«d  lo  make  a  cbsat  Tor  Ibv  prl«i4V  Mag  book* 
Wjllialll  IVynrr,  (oi  maklavt  lia. 

MrnJinK  ■  |[ul(pr  la  Ibe  ilarrpb>         -  '  .  • 

One  Kstlan  lun|i  oil  •  -  . 

Tba  ptuaibFi.  fot  cwllnv  load,  and  laying  Uw  Mm*  la  Iba  bodj 

bolj  <wboIl7f}  «r  UiD  (taunh 
Paid  •  elrri  (or  makinfi  Ihii  baok,  thr  acooiHiU  of  Iba  jwa^ 

nc«l|><s  •  nd  nptom,  atul  >ltmdance  to  tbe  tnur 

Tbe  jm'§  vaycuM  «vt« 


J. 


0     P 

•. 

0     9 

« 

1     9 

s 

0     1 

1 

0   a 

If 

0  10 

• 

1    10 

0 

0    IT 

t 

0      I      t 

0  U     ] 


0  0 

0  1 

Q  I 

0  d 
Q  T 

1  la 


0  u 
0  I 
0  I 
0  3 
O     I 


«  13     8 

0    tf     0 

£i»  la   s 


Wf  have  gone  prelty  fully  into  this  first  year's  Bccnnnts^ui 
emplitirntioiiii  nf  tbe  Htat«  of  Uic  cbiirch,  both  nintirrially  and  ai 
rittially,  at  tliix  time,  on  which  we  ahall  now  offer  a  few  remarKC, 
and  then  proceed  to  give  such  further  extracts  as  may  seem 
ncccssarj-  lo  thtt>w  further  bghi  on  its  hUtory. 

The  receipts  arise  partly  Irom  rents  and  partly  froio  coUec' 
tions  in  the  church. 

I'ctcr^a  pence  was  still  mltected,  not  havingyet  been  abolished^ 
hv  Henry  VIII,  though  it  wns  nt  n»ub«qucnt  |>art  of  his  reign,! 
Ilicrc  were  a  few  gifts,  a  very  few  fees,  and  a  kind  of  tithe  on 
tish.     But  we  hasten  lo  the  expenditure,  which  wiH  give  us 
nitlicr  more  tuforitiatiou ;  and  here  wc  first  see  nlliuton  made 
to  St.  Richard  of  ChMheitrr,  at  whose  shrine  Peicr'i  pence  and 
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Other  offerings  were  paid.  This  sajnl  seems  lo  have  been  held 
in  great  vencmtion  by  the  inhabttnnl<i  of  Kjc,  Hastinj^ft,  and 
WincheUca,  tlie  wtsttni  of  tin;  Cinque  Porta  ;  for  Jcakc  infurms 
lis  (hat  when  the  Barons  of  the  Pi'rts  had  attended  llio  corona- 
ttoiis  of  their  Icingo  and  queens,  they  were  entitled  to  receive 
the  cloths  of  the  cunopy  which  thev  uore  over  their  heads,  to- 
[KCtlicr  with  the  stMVca  and  little  belts  nltnchvd  to  the  snme. 
When  Hastings,  with  her  members,  received  tliem  in  their  (onm, 
the  Barons  of  these  towns  were  wont  to  give  their  cloths  so 
had  to  the  church  of  Saint  Richard  of  Chichcfitcr,  in  the  ca- 
thedml  of  whiuk  trm  u  shrine  covering  hiv  tomb,  nod  which  has 
been  lately  restored. 

There  has  been  some  dispute  among  writers  as  to  the  site  of 
Saint  Clere's  chancel.  JcaJtc  colls  it  the  chai>d  of  Saint  Clare, 
but  does  not  utiy  where  it  stood  ;  while  the  author  of  *  Some> 
thing  about  Rye  Church'  places  it  in  the  "WatchlK-ll  street,  con- 
sidering the  old  building  on  the  south  side  of  the  churchyard  to 
have  been  it.  But  from  the  cntrice  here  quotc<l,  it  would  seem 
to  have  been  one  of  the  winps  of  the  present  chancel  or  choir, 
but  which  of  the  two  is  not  equally  clear.  It  now  underweut 
considerable  repairs,  constitiitmg  perhaps  its  final  restoration 
after  the  fearful  ditupidattons  of  14-18.  Besides  this  chancel, 
mention  is  also  made  of  the  choir,  in  which  stood  a  small  organ, 
and  where  a  lamp  was  kept  contiuually  burning,  for  the  supply 
of  which  an  annual  rent  of  twelve  shillings  had  l>ccn  left  by  one 
Mr.  Wyharon,  secured  on  certain  lands  of  his.  The  choir  was 
separated  from  the  transept  cither  by  a  wall  or  a  ecreen  similar 
to  tliose  which  separate  the  wingfl  from  the  latter ;  for  we  iind 
H  charge  made  for  a  key  to  the  door  of  the  rood-loA,  which 
sigmfied  agollm',  from  the  beam  of  « liieh  «  as  susiiLMidcd  a  cro«8 
or  foodj  bearing  the  imaire  of  Christ,  with  the  Virgin  on  one 
Bide,  and  St.  John  on  the  oiIut  ;  iliis  beam  cxii-ndud  across  the 
eboir  at  the  west  end,  where  it  joined  the  nave  or  transept. 

Besides  the  small  organ  in  the  choir,  there  nas  a  large  one  iQ 
the  transept.  The  nave  of  the  church  also  received  consider- 
able repairs,  uo  less  a  sum  than  6/.  4i.  having  been  expended 
ou  Icmi. 

We  learn  further  from  these  accounts  that  the  church  had  a 
steeple,  with  a  ring  of  bells  and  chimes ;  that  it  pofwessed  eight 
ocres  of  kud  and  a  chanicl-bousc  ;  while  the  lamp  (pcqwtually 
burning)  in  the  choir,  with  the  charge  for  augeltapcra  and  cjindlcs 
plainly  show  that  the  light  of  CalhoUnsm  was  not  yet  dimmed 
in  the  church  of        '    '     - "  " 


Lady  of  Rye. 

liH.      ftii  for  aooatiiig  mkI  nu-nJfiiJi  lh«  old  ont«n,  now 


Onai 


•tendlny  In  ooi  Ladji  Cl)n|<rl 
r  gnqito  txtSk  Tor  tbc  cbutcb 
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X    «.    J. 
Th«biai.(ou»l(?r  .  ■  .  •001 

TnhlniE  down  tlitnl  Ml  from  tbe  itrrple  •  V     3 

Cen>liiR  llitf  Iwll  la  l>oiiilon  -  •      V    A 

PalJ  nn  nc.  now  coilinji  6o.      ■  •  •  10 

Lend  lioui;lit  in  Loiuluu  fui  Ilii?  FlinrcJi  •  -       A     3 

Flrintiliu  Iiunii-  IJir  (liint  twll  Friiin  Loriilnn  •  IT 

t'UTiingr  Ja-  froiu  111"  Simii)  lu  ibe  <liiittb  •  -       8    I 

Hnnfcfnit  Jo.  in  th«  alcftile  •  •  0     1 

Tli«  bvll-fnumlHi,  oil  ac.  -  •  -        I    If) 

For  la  Uie  Ml,  nlln  *be  wn*  Ulln««d 

of  lb*  ntttiop  In  Iioniliin  •  -  d     I 


t 
» 
I 
tt 


The  bells  were  now  a  great  expcoBc  to  the  [orish,  being  rp- 
6torecI  ailer  tlic  injury   iittlicted  in  the  fiirmer  century. 

1616.  Ill  thiHyvar  the  north  aiale  of  the  churcli  nudenveat 
repair,  two  coll«ctionii  linving  been  mnd«  for  this  jiurpow, 
amounting  together,  to  the  sum  of  'II.  As.  Sd. 

la  the  same  year  the  goldsmith  vriM  j>ai<l 


For  nenilinu  oF  «lgbl  ctiitll»ii,fari>npauncaofallvpr,lliBglldlAii 

nnd  !!□  Ill  (or  Din  innir 
Pntrl  (or  hiltowinR  n  rhallM  b(  ArfMnn* 
For  <irorkinf  npoii  Uic  (rimii  al  tbe  ciMk  and  dbl  i*  tlw  <lMq>le 
Savring^  d(  timlwr  lui  iit>w  iilorcliuiiB* 

For  n«(clilng  lie  sL-iiulcbrc  .  •  - 

Tlia  nnn  wbn  (nndp  the  cliiclciraik  anil  ilM 
Ttaahliig'ttMl1lff,(archafi!ii  ttntduf  ml  Gutertbtougk  Uirjvat 


£  :    d. 
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l» 

II 

» 
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The  churdi  now  bad  a  clock  and  chimes,  whether  tbe  same 
aa  are  now  there,  or  whether,  as  tradition  fiays,  the  latter  weje 
takeu  in  the  Spuiiisli  jVrmada,  uud  presented  by  Uucen  Eliza- 
beth, &8  yet  wc  CBiinot  decide. 

Tlie  accounts  for  1515  and  lulSoie  preceded  by  n  title  in  Latin, 
the  English  of  which  ia  this :  *'  The  accounts  of  William  Cltn-k, 
Wilbaoi  UilVyn,  and  John  iUynuldd,  cuatoUiuns  of  lUc  goods  of 
tlic  church  of  Kye,  as  well  of  the  receipts  as  of  the  expendi- 
ture, from  the  Feast  of  Easter,  ad.  1616,  to  the  same  rcastt 

A.D.  1517." 


IflS.      Rivrtnd  Si.  M»tj't  thaw  of  liorringi  • 

Dov  at  >  alMw  bit  tin  cbim  ti  not 

RIebud  Poll«d'>  itf^tj  to  tiis  cbriKh 

RfCdnil  of  John  ^naliir,  fni  lii*>*liinf  ol  Um  grauiHl  far  Uic 

npuUlKC  ofliii  motbcr  (n  ihv  cburcb 
For  the  iww  tUvcr  c«i>dl«llck*i  whicb  be  In  wrlglil  ll»t  oi. 
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Towards  these  camllcslicks  there  were  several  other  gifts, 
some  in  moneif,  and  some  in  silver.     Among  the  iMiy-mcnt* 
these : 

M  *.  J. 


Qaorxa  BwalMi  Mnltb,  iiw  a  Tvan'  wotk  maila  iaUwftlnwwIa- 
diMnila  Dm  LndrcbaMitl 

PaM  lbs  |mtUi  unnil  (o  ■xcow  UiP  diiirrfcwanlmf  (fDm  mtt 
fliltaltaa 


I  II 

I     * 
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£    (.  rf. 
^^Tlie  miin  of  iTinchotsra,  Uial  mado  iIm  clock,  tn  full  pnjnMat 
7        of  his  bantsi'i  ... 

Paid  (o  till'  thyntrlrra,  (or  ahfriKlrfnr  llv  uniiltirAiinciil 
1  rnl'  wlaa  lor  the  rlerku  on  Pnlni  Suiiilay 
Piiiil  for  *1k  iKitiniln  of  gm,  mniv  for  th«  tutopy  a^on  (b« 

hish  nll4t  ... 

A  neir  lo«k  (oi  ih«m-«trj  ... 

A  r'F«  luck  la  lh)>  riuvt  in  Ssliit  NlclioUn  clinnrei,  and  nalli 
VFm  Iot  the  whiito  jeai  burning  ujMtn  the  Rn{{<l  can(ll«tlick 
IJtII.     l*«td  far  S  tlraiiMml  brick*,  lor  aoliimdnj  La  ifao  oulrt 

boaos  •  .  • 

Mcudl'^U  S'-  <'n>l)t>rliH*'i  InlwrTIKcts  •  . 

WaUbiiic  tliv  (ctiiikbro  at  Ewtor 

Bnwil  and  tirliik  at  ilu.  •  .  . 

MenilltiK  lltR  norlti  dnar,  n1  thn  ncntli  |inr(b 

For  3  kvj's  for  1  etiiut«  ttanJIng  in  Saiar  Mcbolu  chaaoel 

In  tlic  same  churchwardeua'  book  we  find  several  willii,  and 
one  of  Iil7,  of  which  ihe  following  h  ft  eoyty. 

"In  the  HamcorGoil.  Amen.  March  I'^th,  1517.  I,  John 
Bewtoy,  of  the  town  of  live,  in  the  coiinly  of  ^lUBEf^x,  whole  of 
mind  uml  ^ood  oi  rcmcnibruiice  bciug,  make  my  ti-Etinmciit  iu 
this  vi!t«  following :  First.  I  l>pi|uenth  my  uml  to  Alniirhly  Go<l, 
our  blessed  Liidy,  unci  (o»li  tlie  »Hiiita  in  Heaven  ;  luin  mybody 
to  be  buried  within  ihe  churchyard  of  (ho  j)«rt&h  church  of  Uye, 
hem.  I  bc(]ucnth  to  the  hi^h  alcar  thert-jfur  my  titlll^t  nam  iincl 
forgotten,  twelve  pence.  Item.  1  hetjueatli  to  St.  uichard's 
shritic  of  Chifhc^tiT  twelve|ifiice.  Item.  I  bniurath  to  the 
hoi»c  of  Friars  .Kugustincs,  within  the  toini  of  Uyc,  eight  shil- 
lings- Item.  I  beqtieatl)  to  Lote  of  Fledcronc,  |Mintcr,  for  the 
full  finishing,  the  making  and  painting  of  an  image  of  Saint 
Anne,  before  ipoken,  twenty  shillings  ;  which  image  of  Saint 
Anne  1  will  lie  set  within  the  parisn  church  of  Kye,  in  and  at 
such  pluec  D8  shall  sccm  (lo)  to  Master  Doctor  Sewcll,  vicar, 
there  best  and  moat  c\pc<licnt.  Item.  I  bequeath  to  the  altar, 
where  the  aamc  ima;^-'  shall  stand,  one  ship  ehest,  one  testa- 
ment, one  corporas,  one  niass-book,  and  one  chalice;  and,  to 
the  making  of  the  same  chalice,  1  bequeath  my  two  whisiclla 
of  silver,  and  the  hamesB  of  one  hamcsscdsirdic,  which  now  is 
ia  the  custody  of  Thomas  Right,  'itic  residue  of  all  my  goods, 
over  and  above  ray  debts  aud  bequests  paid,  I  give  and  bequeath 
to  Uiehardyiif,  my  wife,  and  John  Clrwnr-.  whom  I  ordain  and 
make  mine' executors.  Witness,  William  Camell,  priest,  Johu 
Williams,  John  Tynetwar,  clcrka.** 

lie  then  directs  his  executors  to  poj:  hia  delrta  and  bequests, 
and,  having  done  which,  he  leaves  certain  tenements  to  bts 
wife,  and,  in  failure  of  heirs,  lo  the  churchwardens,  oil  condition 
that  they  yearly,  in  March,  have  an  obit  krpt  for  bis  soul,  fur  the 
aoul  of  Isabel,  his  late  wife,  the  soid  of  Richardyne,  his  i>re6ent 
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wife,  their  parents,  and  all  Christian  bouU  in  the  church  of 
Rye,  for  whicl»  thi-y  are  to  pay  ten  shillings.  And,  moreover, 
he  vilU  that,  if  the  prinr  of  the  Friars  Ai^u»tJiics>  for  the  time 
1>cing,  bo  pcrsotially  iirvnent,  he  shall  receive  Biich  like  Blipcnd 
as  other  priestsof  tne  rhiirnh  have.  And,  lustlj,  if  the  chiireh- 
wiirdi-iis,  alter  the  tetieiiiriitM  shall  fall  into  tKeir  hands,  should 
fail  to  keep  the  said  obit,  he  directs  (provided  the  law  will 
permit)  th»t  the  protitx  of  the  same  stiall  fall  into  the  hands  of 
the  Friant  Augiistines,  on  condition  thut  Ihcy  keep  the  obit 
jearly  at  the  Priars. 


Kll.    raid  for  ■□IJcttn)!  \tmi  Olt  St  Nicbalai  cbanccl  • 

Mnking  ttw  wsli-h-MliHii  ^he<■^u^^■h 
A  rloUi  of  hair  (Ol  to  Ibe  wlndon  In  th«  MUt  aidp  ol  Uie 

MeodtnK  Ibc  cciuni  .  ■  . 

Pu.  nil  UiH  glaaa  irlndoira  hraken 
I  Ti  I  tf ,    For  tlir  ilinnrr  ol  Ibr  biitinp 

f-'etcliing  n  cnM  niiil  ailtic  k1  n'incbrl«m 
Going  to  IjOmlnn  tci  Utv  nlibot  uf  3inn1i-j,  for  the^enrl} 
p»nil(in  ul  in*.,  (o  he  |iaid  out  of  the  |«rMiiig«  to  Hm 
am  of  tbi'  chnnb 
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In  1&)9  It  great  deal  of  money  wu  liud  out  ou  the  repairs  of 
the  great  organ. 

t     I.  d. 

^6SO.   Pall)  for  pnttlng  up  two  cKiMe*  afSoloI  John's         •  DOT 

LAjiait  "n  Imiil  nl  llin  aciiitli  |)uivti 
fniiJ  (nr  mn9iin);  tbc  roul  lult,  tinil  fat  tBttUif  in  at  aplllu, 

anil  fof  foxlviiliif;  Htnlr*  -  -  0     3      4 

Paid  Ri;  Lord  olChlchratcr,  foiSnlntnicbBtd'dbrfno  0    6    0 

RabboDe  (ui  tbo  cburcb  -      9    9    4 

In  162'2  we  find  the  will  of  one  Thomas  Harvey  of  Rye,  who, 
in  default  of  bcir»  iLller  a  certain  time,  bc({ucath»  bts  property  to 
his  exceutora,  who,  by  the  advice  of  Master  Mayor  and  the  most 

Eart  of  hi»  brethren,  and  Master  Vicar,  is  to  apply  it  for  the 
ealtli  of  his  rouI,  of  his  wife's  soul,  his  children's  souls,  and 
of  alt  Christian  souls. 


'IMS.  PuLi]  i<tt  n  coHli-  math,  wben  tbo  H«>urrMti«a  wh  (ilaj'edi 
foi  htm  Urn  t  in  playtnit  rr(imcn  («l  tiio  pott  of  .\1nilghtf 
tioJ        - 

For  ninkinft  Hit-  tUifce  fur  Ibn  RHiimNrtian  nt  Fjwirr 
IMS.  TMii  ihp  o'lcnii  niiil(i>r,  for  fnakln|i>  St.  lit«Tga't  organ 
MeiHlliii;  tliir  ^nn  vintlow  bafore  anr  Laily  of  Klly 
__  McnitliiG  th<-  pitT(<rii«'nt  twfow  Saint  Joba'<  altar 

Mftklllli;  JolllV  \'bU(kg  B  IllTllliM 

Cloih  for  llii>  •Kiiiai  .  .  > 

"".-..-M Snldt)r< 111!  on  Saint  C'Athcrina 
1594.    Hrfvln-il  (or  ■>  flndnlof  «  ninHlirr  of  a  <hi|i  In  Ibu  <htirch 

Paid  for  a  <-luUi  iif  }Yllaw  dlk,  onlnliwJ  to  ll«  oa  tlie  croH 

•laiutioj;  ajKin  Ibo  iH'rw  at  Obnjra 
Ttl«  |io«ti'rvr,  (at  tiwndinK  tbo  font  -  - 

Minuting  n  luck  of  tbc  hl^h  i^hniiwl  iluor 


jC     t.   4. 
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£  *.  4. 

Miking  cloin  o(  a  dyke  In  tlw  chintb  stooiHl  bclangliic 

til  Viv  crown              .                   -                   •  (►  1  < 

hlniiJlnjt  uni-  of  \iir  bi-IU  on  lliu  cron              .                     ■  0  0  U 

Tile  iihinitrllrri  fnt  Uyirii;  ihlnsiM  uu\  mrnillntr  UmaUivplD  I  10  4 

An  Iron  mivlliMilok,  'tanJln,;  bcrfDtn  our  LjiJ}  nf  flty  I)  10  0 

Mendl»(  tbe  glnu  wmJuw  In  imr  l.iul;  vliaiKrl                  ■  i)  ^  0 

A  f^laz-icr  from  Cnnterliiirr,  nnct  n  plumber  rrom  Battl«,  we 
frequcnlty  micvi  with,  ahoiring  that  Rye  was  dclicieat  in  thcw 
workmen. 

I^M.   P«U  foruTcan  nf  nntof  lb*  lnvin 
^^„r  Mvadln^  iitit  l.A>lx  hMUIe  Iho  hlKh  "■<"■'  In  thir  clinaorl 

Paid  tlie  balllir  for  niiil  of  a  bo(u«.  Isle  Mnplodcn 

MvnilUig  SI.  NUkulu  lUUr 

Maklns  the  wvj  bntimn  Tlajdcn  nnd  Itj'o 
IddT,   ItrcriTnl  fur  monef  gEltieiTtl  amDnf;  Ibo  uatlDlil'iiien,  lo- 

wnrd*  thf>  na«  irtiltrrtina  uf  Uie  iteapW 
U£K.   MenJing  th«  baillvmenl*,  ■iid  MiiAh-^aallng  tka  i(«epL« 
idiH.   fnM  for  H  mat  te  vl  n  dinl  on 

lUwlMdoi  •  SpuilAfl.  Uit  vtblct)  hm  a  |>rt«rt.for  lyfitg  In 

1h<>  nortb  rlinnci'l 
Pot  paiins  lh«  Siianurd*i  mtrm  • 

A  iinw  EvAtlffi  rnh*.  riirtilit  in  l^viilan  • 

1 J34.    fnii)  fur  u  pililv  uf  OHilaiMT,  at  ClmM'i  Daf 
Tba  filery  clerk,  for  rent  ol  nioiil4 
Tb»  Loni  tVniili-ii,  fur  tb»  King'i  n>nt 
A  pottle  of  mtiaifj  and  foancTtl  of  oikp,  to  lb«  cisrkf  4l 

.^scvniii'in  ... 

A  |ioi[lr>  of  mtSmtff  Md  clarcl  trlnp,  lo  tti«  c>wki  it 

H'biliunUilfl 
Paid  to  tli*  HnrvniltM 
I5U.    P«id  (Or  nulrlaf  9  dMm  la  the  ohanrel 

Our  «iMlii  for  ffOiriK  to  Hmliiiitx,  with  nix  *\it  mm  wtlh  u« 
I  AST,   Uought  at  Appledon  Mti  fai  otw  tlii>a«uid  of  foutpennr 

n>lt* 
IM4.    Paid  {or  f(liintng  Ihe  aew  •tlndow  in  tb«  chnrcb 
I  ^30.    Paid  fiM  ebsritH  whan  Ibe  lOiith  nuil*  wiu  iiiJtvn  dnwn 

Making  Uic  iifw  lofl  tHifore  Iba  cbdlrdooi 
ISM.   Mandlog  vlndowa  (M  nut  *|ila  •- 
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A  g«Kid  deal  of  timber  was  iisod  this  year  in  the  cliurch. 
Iwaiiis  Mere  brought  from  Atiplednre. 

In  Ibis  year  w  reiul  of  four  bnunen  candlesticks  and  Saint 
George'a  utar.    A  new  beam  waa  put  in  the  choir. 

£  ».a. 

PalJ  r«r  Mchlfiir  *  wunimtt  fieoi  tha  KIng'tf  cMtle,  la 

■uilu  n  C4aF  for  l)i>*  ("'ol  0*¥a*  -  0     0     1 

■  Paid  John  PrMichuii.nf  Rj  Itcotln  (Um  organ  ma^r),  for 

tnakiofi  like  gtaal  initraaieHt  •  •  6  IS    0 


1541.  Two  chancel  dooiB  meatiimed. 

iWUInguplkebMuntn  Ibt-blsb  fiiaiioel        -  -Bat 

PaM  Uii*  |«lul»r  fur  iinliillne  do.              .  •                   0  10     9 

1MB.    VM  for  nakinfi  thr  not  lo  Ihe  ibomel  baoae  •       I     O    fl 

id43.    Paid  for  iiKTaiilbnktil  toi«n7  tbtijamliln  0     0     S 

Tliuhrt-  irotk  Id  tbe  rml  ol  Hie  nonb  aUlo      •  -090 

Till?  uiwn  portpr,  fur  canning  nnd,  ■lona,  nad  (^tcI  la 

ItacatwaoratSncool  Ulll                 -  •               V    9    4 
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IMI.   PBUIIar81nRl>N,infaUnal4TllM.,  «1  «i^lirrl)i. 

Brtnglnc  dc.  horn  LmiSm        ... 

PUfln  of  rntw,  ta  minil  Uir  i>ill*n  in  tiut  thartti 

S3  pounija  of  vnx.  lor  Ilip  nxxl  luft  nicnliul  Cliiiitniu 
IMiL    A  lioltli-  or  hwUirJ.  tot  Ihe  tU-ik*  on  Cbiiilmu  Uny 
IMI.    Paid  for  lbs  bDi|>  \n  tlw  txkljr  of  Ujc  cliufcli 

Th*  ri|i)'lpn,  (or  caniiitiv  of  oil 

Ml,  Ntaynr  niul  tlia  tUIciiivn,  Tor  oulii;  to  tha  cMtBtlon  at 
lln<li«g«  •  ... 

Six  honra,  lo  j^  lo  Ibit  lUltnn  nl  Duckitisl 

A  baiof  iron  h>r  oiw  «r  tboglM*  wiriduwi  In  St.  MwyV 

KspriisHi  In  galiig  ID  IIiMtin|[B,bj'  unlet  of  Air.  Mojw  nm) 
liM  hn-thmi,  ronorniing  tbr  cbnunire 

Hiiiilir*  Idi  Miv  tncni)  •  •  • 

Piiiit  fur  nii<>  Initcl  ol  UIm.  tn  tay  nn  8nlnt  IVtat't  auilB 
hl«iiili]i^  tbu  ctiMV,  which  la  iMinia  nboul  «tipiy  day 
Ln;tni(  *hlnirtra  •lonjc  th»  «m(M  bnlwiN-n  tliv  biifli  rbnncd 

iind  our  I  jidy  cbnncel 
^  Palil  (<ii  iliggi  nil  R  bnlv  I'l   ttau  uhuicbfAril,  tr>  buiy  nil  tile 

bonriliiBt  Inj  in  th(?Hinrijpl-li(nia«,siid  lor  maltitiKclviin 

IJiit  liiMiir  ntitJ  lUr  rlinrr-Zi^'AiJ  * 

>i>for    pnliiiiT   btiidi!    the    Bluti'lioUH-,    Hint   iinn   called    Iha 

rliMiK-l-hauiir.  olid  fni  moklnj;  a  iI<hii  to  tbc  iiUDc,  jkc. 
Mrndin^  llie  ri.i|i  crou 
Mnklii^  n  pDir  oil  iWn  In  the  ateeptD 
fouir  ntstg  tu  kut<<!l  nn,  for  ih«  two  wwli  t1i«t  Uie  otufor 

■nd  Uii  bivtIirDn  do  Ml  In 
IDO  ^rvnl  Eti^Mnli  biicki,  unil  100  Flnaiiiih  bricks 

Having  now  arrived  al  the  rear  1 547,  which  iritneued  the  end 
both  of  the  reign  uiid  of  the  lifu  ot*  Henry  VIII,  nc  may  putisc  a 
Httlc,  to  take  a  review  of  some  of  the  extracts  which  we  have  in- 
sort«(l  here,  more  pnrltciilnrly  as  this  forms  nn  eiioch  both  in  the 
general  hiator)-  of  the  Cliurcn  of  England,  and  in  the  individual 
one  of  that  of  Rye  ;  for  now  it  was.  by  the  accossioii  of  the  sixth 
Edward,  thiit  iho  Catholic  religion  waa,  for  thc6r8t  time,  super- 
seded bv  the  Protetitant.  Henry  was  a  reformer  In  namc^  but 
not  in  deed.  Me  hntcd  the  l*opc,  hut  he  had  no  great  aversion 
to  popery.  Had  his  holiuess  conseuted  to  his  divorce  from 
Catherine  of  Arragon.  he  would  have  remained  his  true  aiid 
dutiful  son,  and  he  might  to  this  day  have  been  juslly  styled 
"  Defender  of  the  Faith  of  Itomo."  As  matters  were,  the  re- 
ligion of  his  rci|jn  wae  of  a  very  motley  character,  wavering 
between  Catholicisin  nnd  Fruteytantixm ;  and  wc  shall  find  even 
in  this  little  town  of  ilye  that  the  monarch's  love  of  thelntter 
indnred  him  to  suppress  the  jnoiiuslery  of  AuKustiiie  Friars, 
knd  his  attachment  to  the  former  to  iiuiinlain  within  the  eliureh 
all  the  forme,  ceremonies,  aud  outward  symbols  of  the  religion 
of  Rome. 

In  taking  this  rctroepecl,  our  first  object  will  be  to  endea- 
vour to  identify  the  various  parts  of  the  church  which  arc  men- 
tioned in  thc»c  extracts;  ROHie  of  which  it  may  Dot  be  diflScuU 
to  do,  while  othera  are  involved  in  mystery.     Our  second  object 
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will  be  to  show  thnt  the  Catholic  worship  w«»  still  cclebmted 
within  its  trallti. 

Let  119  first  pndeavoiir  to  trace  out  tlie  dinV-tviit  chunccls; 
which  are  ihcdt:  Sitiiit  Clart's,  Ladv  Chnnpcl,  Saint  Nicliolus's 
Chancel.  High  Chancel,  North  Cliance),  i^aiiii  M;iry'8  ChanceL 
'ITip  high  chancel,  St.  Mary'a  chancel,  and  our  Lady  Chan- 
cel we  consider  to  he  all  the  same,  Knd  thut  (he  pKwnt 
chauccl,  so  called,  as  heinff  the  centre  of  the  uriginal,  when 
the  two  wings  were  altachetl  to  ii  and  the  arches  were  not 
closed  as  at  preseiU,  hut  which  is  now  alune  used.  It  wns 
denominated  the  hi^h  chaticel  from  hcitig  much  higher  than 
the  wings,  or  Irom  containing  the  high  altar,  and  hence 
becoming  the  high  or  most  sacred  place.  It  wan  called  the 
chancel  of  St.  >liiry  and  of  our  l^idy  from  the  circumstance  of 
the  church  being  dedicated  to  the  Virjjin  or  St.  Mary,  and  also 
urubahly  to  ilisiiii^uish  it  from  tho^c  of  St.  Nicliulits  wid 
St.  Clare.  This  chancel  ia  snmelimes  called  the  choir;  hut 
Driginally  this,  with  its  wings,  crc  the  connecting  ar\-hes  had 

I  been  stopped  up,  Mas  strictly  the  choir.  Judging  from  some 
few  hut  massive  remains  of  the  onginul  chtin^h,  still  visible 
on  the  east  Kide,  both  of  the  north  and  south  transept,  we  con- 
elude  the  communiriition  l>ctwcen  the  traiit(i:|it  and  the  wings 
of  the  choir  to  have  been  through  a  semicircular  arch  similar 
to  thojic  which  connect  the  east  end  of  the  north  and  Koiith 
aisles  of  the  nave  with  the  transept,  or,  at  all  events,  that  the 
present  arches  of  eoramunication  did  not  then  exist,  as  the 
remains  of  older  ones  show  thry  must  have  run  across  at  a 
much  lower  elevation;  hut,  however  this  might  have  been, 
the  original  arches  nere  superseded  by  the  present  ones,  which 
■re  supposed  to  indicate  n  pcnod  Itctween  \.n.  Ili77  and  1346, 

isdLt  bearing  out  the  conjecture  that  the  old  arches  were  irrc- 
parobly  injured  iu  144S,  and  new  built  previously  to  I5I(). 

In  the  dn'astation  of  1418  the  arches  Bejtarating  the  high 
chancel  from  its  wings  were  destroyed,  with  the  exception  of 
the  greater  part  of  one,  at  the  cast  end,  on  the  north  side,  sad 

jjome  small  part  of  another  on  the  miuc  side  ;  and  the  present 

'arches  were  built  at  the  same  time  ns  those  ciuiitcctiii^  the 
transept  with  the  wings  of  the  choir,  and  which  two  tattex 
were  designated,  one  by  the  name  of  St.  Nicholas'  and  the 
other  of  St.  Clare's  chancel ;  for  if  these  arc  not  Uic  chancels 
thus  named  wc  are  quite  at  a  loss  where  to  search  for  them, 
as  there  is  no  other  pari  of  the  church  which  wc  can,  by  any 
stretch  of  ImaLiination,  interpret  to  be  n  cliaDcel.     We  read, 

'  moreover,  of  the  north  chaiieel,  vshich  wc  concciTe  can  be  no 
other  than  the  north  wing  of  the  choir;  hut  whether  8aint 
^iclioUs'  or  Saint  Clare's  we  cannot  as  yet  decide,  though  some 
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haTc  «aict  tht  nortli  was  dcdictted  to  the  fonner  and  the  south 
to  tlic  latter. 

When  these  three  chancels  were  completed  ia  their  presmt 
form  they  were  cnch  Reparatcd  from  tKc  transept  hy  an  oma* 
mcnted  ouken  Hcrevn,  those  of  the  winp  istill  existing  and  show* 
iaf^  particulnrly  tin-  Houth^m  one,  thul  rormcrl^-  it  was  painted  of 
u  red  colour;  ihcst-  latlcr  were  entered. through  the  screen  by 
means  ol  folditig  doors  opening  in  the  contrc,  thos«  in  the 
uorth  being  still  there,  uul  the  old  carved  oak  being  dcansol 
from  the  impurity  of  n-hitt:ivuah  with  n-hicL  the  other  is  still 
defiled. 

When  the  choir  and  it*  wings  were  restored  the  former  wi» 
lighted  by  the  beautiful  peqictuliculnr  window,  Btill  (pacing  tt« 
eastern  extremity,  and  the  wings,  each  with  a  window  at  the 
cost  end  Bomcwhiit  Nimdler  in  size  aiid  much  more  inoJenitv  in 
Uieir  pretensions,  while  in  the  south  aide  of  the  south  wing  were 
placed,  nt  equal  distances,  three  sets  of  lancet  windows,  in  pairs 
only  separated  by  a  niulltoii,  having  at  their  head  a  plain  circle; 
whereas  the  windows  on  the  north  tiidc  of  the  north  wing  are 
of  tlie  laat?et  churucter,  but  difft^r  f'l-uai  the  soutberi),  Iriuoiuurh 
as,  though  there  arc  three  pairs  of  them  {or,  more  properly 
speaking,  were  originally  three  pairs),  each  vriiiduw  is  divided 
from  its  fellow  by  a  much  greater  distance  than  those  in  the 
opposite  aisle,  and  they  have  no  circle  o\-er  them.  'ITierc  seems 
tu  have  been  a  small  door  ut  the  nortb-wcst  corner  of  the  north 
wing,  opening  from  the  churchyard,  but  no  other  mode  of 
entrance  into  llic  choir  or  its  wings  except  from  the  transepU 

Along  the  north  side  of  the  north  wing,  at  about  9xx.  feet  frnm 
the  ground,  runs  a  narrow  passu^,  which,  on  reaching  the 
weHlem  extremity,  uscendcd  to  the  north  end  of  the  transept, 
across  which  it  passed  to  the  gallety  on  the  west  side  of  the 
same,  which  is  still  in  existence  forming  the  passage  to  the 
belfry,  from  this  part  il  ran  into  the  clere«ory  over  the  arches 
of  the  uavv  on  the  north  3idc,and  along  the  whole  length  to  the 
north-west  end  where  it  terminated,  hating  no  passage  tcross 
the  west  end  on  necount  of  the  great  window  (here.  A  similar 
pa»Kage,  commencing  at  the  east  end  of  the  south  wing  of  the 
choir,  ran  idong  the  south  side  of  the  church ;  but  where  the 
entrance  to  this  pussage  was  we  have  been  unable  to  discover, 
nor  do  we  kin)w  exactly  the  purj»ose  for  vtliieh  it  was  originally 
designed,  unU-ss,  us  de^icribi-d  in  the  '  Antiquarv,'  it  wajj  meant 
to  enable  the  superior  priest  to  walk  round  ant!  secrete  himself 
here  and  there  to  watch  the  prucee<lings  of  his  subordinates. 

'Hie  north  aisle  of  the  ehoir  was  sometimes  called  the  "  north 
chancel,"  as,  ut  this  dnv,  the  wings  iire  denominated  the  north 
and  south  chancel ;  anil  Ihie  designation  (accoi'diog  to  Ban',  in 
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his  '  Anglirnn  Church  Architecture/  a  very  useful  worJc,  nnd 
which  wcslinll  have  oc>casioii  to  quote  again)  was  not  uimniiiilj 
for  hf  sajB,  "  when  there  were  aisles  to  the  chuiictl  tUcv  were 
formerly  esllcd  the  north  chancel  and  the  «nilh  ehnncvl,  nnd 
there  wa»  a  separate  altar  in  each." 

In  16'2'l  wc  read  of  a  lock  to  the  high  chancel  door,  and,  in 
l^d,  of  the  cost  of  inakitig  two  doors  to  the  cbauccls,  and,  in 
1539,  of  the  choir  dour,  all  eerving  to  show  the  sepamtions 
above  alluded  to. 

llie  nave  and  its  uales  we  have  no  difficulty  in  identifyinj;; 
but  where  mere  the  north  and  ootith  |iorch>  Of  the  original 
entraiicCK  to  the  church  nv  may  enumerate  the  great  western 
door  with  which  evtirj'one  was  furnisihed  ;  the  iiorlh  aad  south 
porch,  uppentlogcK  c<iuidly  gcueral>  and  besides  these  a  very  old 
d(M<rway  may  be  tniwsl  at  the  south  end  of  the  transept,  near 
its  wiuth-ncat  angle,  but  nol  in  the  centre,  having  been  Hur- 
motinted  with  nn  arch,  hcaiitifnlly  ornamented  with  nn  indented 
nioulding,  and  thix  oginin  Mith  a  higher  one  having  a  nail  head. 
Ac  this  |M>riod  neither  the  present  nindow  nt  the  tunith  nor  the 
ouc  at  the  north  end  of  the  transept  nas  formed^  as,  iudc[>cndcnt 
of  the  door  just  mentioned,  (he  apex  of  the  arch  of  which 
readied  mucn  higher  than  the  sill  of  the  same;  the  gnllery, 
before  mentioned,  ran  across  these  two  ends  of  the  tran(»-|>i  also 
at  an  elevation  much  above  the  height  of  (he  modern  sills,  and 
consequently  if  any  windows  did  ori^nalty  exist  they  must  have 
been  much  higher  up  and  much  amallcr  than  the  modem  ones ; 
probably  they  were  similar  to  those  still  seen  on  ihc  west  side 
of  the  north  transept,  and  remaina  of  others  similar  to  which 
may  also  be  observed  in  the  west  &ide  of  tlie  south  transept. 

The  north  porch  we  consider  to  have  been  the  present 
entrance  iniu  the  belfr^',and  the  liuiUling.immediatcly  opposite 
on  the  Aouth  aide  of  the  church,  to  have  been  the  south  porch; 
Fthese  erections  are  exactly  similar  in  the  ishu|>e  of  (heir  doors, 
rtthich  are  of  the  early  Knglish  order,  and  the  ruofs  were  similarly 
rolnrd,  ihnt  of  the  south  being  still  jwrfect,  and  sufficient 
remaining  in  the  north  to  show  this  was  the  same.  Tlie  original 
ni>nh  duor  wnK  in  (he  centre  of  the  nurlh  end  of  the  tranitept ; 
but  this  probably  was  abamloiied  after  the  fire  of  1 148  us  well 
as  that  opposite  in  the  south  transept,  when  the  two  porches, 
above  alluded  to,  were  erected  and  Dccume  the  nurthem  and 
southern  entrance  at  the  commencement  of  the  sixteenth 
century. 

In  1617  we  tind  mention  is  made  of  a  cliantrj',  but  where 
situated  or  to  whom  dedicated  does  not  ap|>ear.  The  hnilding 
adjoining  the  south  transept,  the  east  side  of  which,  from  its 
similuiity  to  the  northern,  we  have  considered  to  be  the  southern 
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p«rch,  h  supposed,  hv  the  author  of  '  Something  about  Hye 
C'Uurcli,'  to  have  bocn  the  chantry-  Tlicre  ore  tvo  roonu  on 
the  ground  floor,  nnd  formerly  there  vraii  one  apartment  over 
aficeuded  by  steps  at  the  north-west  comer  of  it.  Here  wc 
meet  wiih  an  architectural  jiimblc,  for  on  the  west  side  i«  (he 
etone  framework  of  a  circular  window  nopcanng  withiii  that  of 
an  arched  one.  If  the  cireular  mndow  belongs  to  the  "  decorated 
English  style."  it  must  have  been  placed  here  in  the  fourteenth 
century.  In  the  absence  of  real  evidence  of  the  fact  we  will 
not  insist  on  this  having  been  the  south  porch,  nor  can  we  Bay 
tliat  it  was  the  chanliy.  We  will  leave  it  as  it  is,  &eein|;  in 
how  great  doubt  it  h  involved,  and  consider  the  claims  uf  die 

r resent  vtstry  lo  having  been  the  aouth  porch  in  the  year  1547. 
I  via  the  auuth  porch  fur  many  years  antecedent  to  IMI, 
when  the  north  door,  uhieh  was  then  immediately  opposite, 
having  hccu  cloned,  the  {n'cat  western  dour  and  that  under  the 
north  windotr  of  the  transept  having  been  reopened,  it  vaM 
converted  into  a  vestry.  Ban-  says  the  porch  *hould  be  placed 
in  the  second  hay  from  the  west  end.  and  this  is  placed  in  the 
third,  li  !s  n  hnndrwrnc  structure  having  an  nrchctl  duomay 
at  the  south  of  stonework,  linvin;;  over  it  a  small  niche 
seem iugly  for  the  supporting  an  image;  two  smull  windows, 
one  on  tlie  east  and  one  on  the  vest,  light  it.  Tlie  porch  of 
a  church,  in  early  times,  was  used  for  several  religious  rere- 
monies.  It  was  also  the  place  where  the  parishioners  a^scniblecl 
for  civil  purposes  And  wchavc  seen  an  old  deed  of  eonveyonee 
of  some  properly  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Rye,  in  which  it  was 
covennnied  th»t  the  payment  of  rent  resened  should  be  made 
at  stated  limes  in  the  south  porch  of  the  church  of  Uye.  The 
roof  is  an  arched  one,  but,  tu  1620,  is  an  eutiy  "for  laying 
on  lead  at  the  south  porch,"  implying  it  must  have  then  necii 
a  flat,  as  is  the  aise  at  this  dtiy  uiih  the  roof  of  what  we  have 
before  thought  to  lie  the  south  porch,  though  now  it  is  covt:red 
with  bricks  tiud  nut  with  lend.  Wiih  one  remark  from  liurr  ve 
will  close  our  surmises  about  the  porcJies;  he  sayii,  speaking 
of  eh urrhcs  erected  in  the  fifteenth  century,  and  of  a  few  so  late 
as  the  reign  of  Heury  VUI,  *'  The  walls  of  many  of  these 
edifices  consist  of  a  mixture  of  scpisred  flints,  inserted  amidst 
a  sort  of  framework  of  freestone,  producing  a  firm  and  durable 
fabric  with  the  help  of  good  cement."  Now  the  north  fi-ont  of 
the  north  porch  is  partly  coninnscd  of  square  flints,  showing 
the  time  of  Its  repair  though  not  perhaps  of  iu  original 
erection. 

Ifwe  may  judge  from  the  old  town  seal  the  windows  of  the 
nave,  as  well  as  of  the  chancel,  were  originally  rather  of  n 
Uothic  ihape ;  those  of  the  latter  wc  have  uen  were  replaced. 
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on  the  restoration  of  the  chiirvh,  with  Inncet- shaped  ones, 
while  the  latter  never  seem  to  have  been  restored,  as  reg»niit 
their  windou^i,  to  Hiiythiii;;  like  i(4  pri^titir  beauty.  The  outer 
Wftlla  have  a  huffe  nnd  unsightly  appearance,  offcnng  no  mcnn!! 
of  showing  what  the  uindons  really  were  o»  tlioir  rvslonitiuit 
previously  to  1647,  which,  as  regards  the  sotith  aisle,  took  place 
in  1539;  for  in  this  year  we  see  thin  i^ntry, — "  chftnie  uhen 
the  south  aisle  was  taken  down."  And  in  1^4;)  is  n  charge  of 
'>/.  for  timber  work  for  ihe  roof  of  thr  north  aisle.  On  this 
lide  is  a  decorated  winilon-  indicative  of  the  fourteenth  century. 
We  rend  of  a  chiinii'l  hoiutc  wilh  which  all  ohnrchc-s  »wm, 
in  former  ages,  to  have  In-cn  himislied  for  the  pnrpo?tc  of 
depositing  the  bone.*  of  ihc  dend  in,  that.i^  after  lhel>odtcsof  the 
deccued  ha<l  laid  sufficiently  lung  in  their  fcravea  for  the  decay  of 
all  parts  except  the  bones,  those  latter  were  taken  hence  and 
placed  in  the  charnel  bouse ;  and  it  is  supposed  that  it  was  to 
guard  against  this  desceration  of  his  remains  that  Shakspcarc 
niu\  the  following  lines  engraven  over  them : 

**  noud  friimd.  Tilt  Jnut'  iiko  foTb:>ar 
To  diir  IbH  duNt  incloio]  betv '. 
BiMl  b*  (tin  nun  Ibiil  *pam  Ibatc  rtiJ«M, 
And  cant  Iw  b#  tbtt  mnvm  m;  bAnc*.' 

In  1547  a  hole  was  dug  in  the  ehurohyard  to  receive  all  the 
bonea  that  lay  in  the  charnel  hou»c,  but  where  the  latter  uas 
situated  we  eannut  tell. 

There  was  at  thia  time  a  tower  and  steeple,  the  latter  of 
which,  in  1524,  was  laid  with  shingles,  while,  in  1528,  it  was 
rouf^h-cast,  and  the  battlements  of  the  former  were  repairc<l, 
markiDg  their  then  cxisli-iice.  The  tower  had  four  handsome 
windows,  one  on  eaeh  side,  and,  in  15IK,  there  uiu  a  cloth  of 
hair  set  to  the  eastern  one,  but  for  M'hai  purjiose  does  not 
appear.  In  the  latter  year  the  watch  bella  on  the  church  were 
made.  These  urc  supposvd  to  have  been  hunf;  in  the  tower 
at  the  north-west  corner  of  the  church,  up  which  there  is  still 
a  flight  of  steps,  though  now  closed. 

Id  1547  there  is  a  charge  for  one  load  of  tiles  to  lay  on 
St.  Peter's  aisle ;  but  where  was  this  aisle  ?  It  Is  rather  curious 
that  we  never  have  met  with  Ihe  word  transept  up  to  this  time. 
To  this  word,  in  the  *  l-'ncyeKi[Mi'dia  Loiidinensis,'  we  Hiid  this 
explanation, — "a  cross  aisle."  I^ow,  was  this  called  St.  Peler's 
aittle?  Bluxnm,  in  hin  work  on  'Gothic  jVrchilcclure,' saya, 
"  towrrc  in  tlic  cross  ile ;"  a  lower  in  the  transept.  From  these 
interpretations  it  would  appear  as  though  transept  waa  not  in 
use  at  the  earlier  period  of  church  history. 
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Of  the  bells  ftnd  clock  we  have  before  spoken,  but  hitherto 
wc  have  only  heard  of  four  of  tlic  former. 

AfUsr  (bi»  VC17  minute  aud  pcrhapa  somewhat  tedious  exuni- 
natiou  of  the  church  aa  a  building,  let  UH  now  |>roct.-ed  to  a 
view  of  the  iuierior  embellishmifQtH  as  indicative  of  tlie  ouholie 
form  of  vrorshi|)  wliich,  up  to  this  dute,  prvvniled  in  thia  sacred 
edifice. 

In  making  tbia  inspection  we  will  proceed  from  the  nave  to 
tbc  hi;;h  chancel,  lli<:  lluur  uf  whicb  in  elevated  about  four 
inches  above  (bat  of  the  former,  and  here,  at  our  very  entrance, 
on  pHsiiing  through  thv  screen,  wc  shall  sec  immediately  over 
our  heads  the  rxHid-lofl,  or  gallen',  nnd,  from  the  under  part  of 
the  beam,  supporting  which  was  susjicndcd  tbc  cro»s,  bearing 
the  image  of  our  Saviour,  with  the  Virgin  on  one  side  and 
St.  John  on  the  nllivr.  At  the  ea^t  cod  of  the  high  cbaiicel, 
cln-atcd  on  three  atcps,  stood  the  high  altar  inciu»ed  by  a 
rcredos  or  x-rcen.  On  the  altarstood  the  silver  candleatieks, 
holding  the  large  angel  tapers,  formed  of  wax  ;  here  a]»o  stood 
the  silver  gilt  chalices,  of  which  tbi'rv  wore  eight  iu  number. 
Here  too  was  exhibited,  on  tbc  occasion  of  ail  ministering  the 
Bacranienl,  the  golden  pix  or  box  couiuiniug  the  sacred  wafer. 
Over  this  altar  hung  a  silk  canopy,  and  beside  it  waa  an  ima^ 
of  our  Lady. 

In  this  choir  hung  a  lamp  which  was  kept  continually  buraing, 
and  here  ivas  an  organ  which  was  called  the  smail  otfian. 

In  1 6 1 4  wc  read  of  our  Lady  Chapel,  which,  according  to  Barr, 
vas  erected  lowurda  the  ease  end  of  tbe  choir,  uuu  in  thin 
chnpel  was  an  organ,  then  called  the  otd  organ. 

Assuming  the  north  chancel  to  be  the  one  dedicated  to  Saint 
Nicholas  we  will  pass  into  it,  and  there  we  shall  find  an  altar 
reared  to  his  honour,  which  seems  very  natural  in  a  seaport 
town  as  he  was  the  |>utrun  of  sailors.  In  1517  two  chests  were 
standing  here  for  (hi^  ]mr[)Ose  probnblr  of  contjiiniii!;  the  priest's 
vestments.  Ofonyiiltiir  or  ulher  sucrcd  thing  in  St.  Clare's 
chancel  the  books  ore  provokingly  ailent. 

Let  us  next  examine  lliv  other  piuts  of  the  sacred  edifice* 
where  we  shall  find  there  were  two  altam,  one  dedicated  to 
St.  John,  at  which  were  put  up  two  crosses;  a  second  to 
St.  George,  near  which  must  have  been  an  orgnn,  for  we  read 
of  St.  Ovorgc's  organs.  Where  these  altan  stood  or  tbc  fol- 
lowing images  wc  are  unable  to  indicate,  viz.  our  Lady  of  Pity, 
before  which  was  a  gloss  window  within  which  the  image  was 
enshrined,  while  before  her  s'tood  an  iron  candlestick.  Saint 
Catherine  of  whom  wo  know  nothing,  but  that  there  waa  a 
laberiuKlc  hearing  her  name  in  1.51',  and  that  her  iniiLgc 
required  soldering  in  16'^3:  the  tabernacle  was  (he  slirinc  in 
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which  the  figure  stood,  Ao  ima^  of  St.  Anne  was  givcu  by 
John  fifiwloy  ill  his  uiU  of  1617. 

Independently  of  the  orffans  atandlng  respecttrelj  In  ihv 
choir,ihechu]H'iofour  Lii(i)-,and  iitar  Si.  Ueorge's  altar,  there 
was  another  ealU-d  the  grial  urgaa. 

Arcording  to  Barr,  organs  wcri;  of  two  kinds,  large  and  small, 
the  latter  (called  rc^^Rls)  were  moveable  and  of  very  aiiiiill 
diuienstoiis,  mIiiIc  (lie  former  were  fixed,  beiug  frequently  placed 
on  the  north  aide  of  the  choir  and  often  in  the  tranBe|)t,  where 
prohiibly  wc  mny  hi- jusliiit-d  in  phicing  ihc  (jreat  organs,  while 
the  Hmnltcr  oneB  in  thf  choir  might  have  bctm  ujmn  the  roi^d-lott, 
a  usual  Biltuition,  as  tUc  same  author  iiifunus  ui«. 

We  hear  of  severs!  crosses  besides  tlmt  suspended  from  the 
rood-loft  and  tlic  two  of  St.  John's,  as  one  standing  ujion  the 
heurse  on  which  wax  laid  a  cloth  of  yellow  silk,  another  which 
waft  buniv  about  every  Any  in  viciting  the  sick,  a  third  ndlcd 
the  copcrosH,  and  a  fourth  the  lattcn. 

At  this  time  the  kity  were  not  permitted  to  j>artnke  of  the 
cup  at  the  cucharisl,  but  Httll  the  consumption  of  wine  was 
wry  cousidcniblc)  as  the  following  entries  vliow :  One  gallon 
of  wine  on  Palm  8undny ;  a  pottle  of  malmsey  itt  Christ's  Day ; 
n  pottle  of  malmsoy  at  Ascension  ;  a  pottle  of  malmsey  and 
claret  wine  nt  Whitsuntide;  a  pottle  of  bastard  on  Christmas 
Day  ;  all  choice  wines  and  all  drunk  by  the  priests. 

lu  the  body  of  the  church  bung  a  lamp.  Among  the  treasures 
wore  many  jcwda;  for,  in  I643>  a  great  bosket  was  made  to 
carry  tlicin  in. 

Tbe  church  being  thus  furnished,  all  the  Komati  Catholic 
ceremonies  were  celebrated  therein.  It  has  always  been  ens- 
Ujraaiy  in  thifl  church  to  uotch  the  sepulchre  of  our  Saviour 
from  Good  Friday,  the  day  of  the  Cnicifixion,  to  Easter  Sunday, 
that  of  the  Kesumection ;  and  accordingly  we  annually  see  an 
entry  in  the  eliurcKwardens'  account  ol  money  jiaid  to  and  of 
bread  and  drink  found  for  those  who  watched  the  sepulchre 
bL  iilaster.  Id  the  very  earUest  ages  of  the  church  it  wu 
customary  to  perform  rcliKious  plays  or  interludes,  the  subjects 
of  vhieh  were  taken  from  the  Scripturvs,  and,  in  1622,  Me  tind 
that  the  play  of  the  ReAiirrection  was  acted  at  Rye,  as  appmrs 
from  the  following  eiitr>' ;  "  Paid  for  a  coote  made,  when  the 
Resurrection  was  played  at  Raster,  for  him  that,  in  playing, 
represented  the  part  of  Almi|^hty  Qod,  one  shitting;  do.  for 
making  llie  stage  for  the  Resurrection  at  ICuster  three  shillings 
and  fourpcncc." 

TItitt  prnfiine  custom, — for  profane  we  must  consider  it  to  be 
to  pn-snmc  to  represent,  under  a  human  form,  that  great 
iiivutibic  bcii>g,  whose  dwelling  la  spread  over  all  space,  in 
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\Thom nc  live  nnd  move  and  have  our  existence,  and  nlio,  bctc 
a  Bpirit,  muat  be  worshipiwd  in  euirii  and  in  iruth, —  existed  ul 
tlint  lime;  Imt,  ciilij^hteiied  as  llin  present  a^e  In,  tvtieii  com- 
pared tp  thoBe  long  siiiw  gone  by,  it  i«  mtlaiiclioly  to  reflect 
tliat  ihiit  %amt  profane  niunimery  id  still  |ilay<-d  oti*;  for  il  is 
only  a  very  few  years  ago  tliat  we  ourselves  suw.  at  the  (air  u 
Boiilo^ie,  an  announcement  that  the  play  either  of  the  Cruci- 
fixion or  of  the  Kesurreetion  wiis  to  be  performed  by  a  set  of 
itinerant  players;  and  scarcely  a  year  has  elaptied  unce  thousands 
of  poor  tlchidcd  creiiluTvs  flocked  to  behold  llie  holy  coat  of 
Treves,  in  the  full  belief  that  the  sight  or  touch  of  the  sncrtd 
garment  would  heal  idl  tdeir  matmties.  If  thus,  !n  the  nine- 
teenth century,  the  coat  of  Treveit  is  held  sacred,  how  can  ne 
wonder  that  no  repugnance  was  felt  in  the  sixteenth  at  Ijcholding 
the  eoat  which  vraa  worn  by  the  man  who  played  the  part  of  Al- 
mighty God?  But  IctUAhopethnt.Aii  John ttoni^haiiMritten  and 
preached  against  the  holy  cool  of  Treves,  and  has  luid  the  foun- 
dation of  another  reformation,  in  the  institution  of  the  German 
Catholic,  in  opposition  to  the  Uomnn  Catholic  Church,  be 
may  lia^e  the  graiilication  of  seeing  all  these  degrading  delu- 
sions  swept  away.  A»  Syria  has  been  the  cradle  of  three 
religions,  so  may  Germany  be  the  cradle  of  many  reformation « : 
and  may  John  Itongc  prove  a  worthy  successor  of  Martin 
Lulbcr.  lu  the  nail  near  tlie  altar  there  was  generally  a  recess 
with  a  door,  and  in  this  was  placed  the  sepulchre,  and  here  it 
was  that  the  wuichers  took  their  ^tniiou.  Is'ear  the  column  of 
the  easternmost  arch,  on  the  tiurth  side  of  the  present  chancel, 
formerly  was  a  door,  but  utiether  this  wna  the  entrance  to  tbe 
sepulchre  is  mere  matter  of  conjecture.  ^m 

On  certain  days  in  the  year,  especially  on  holy  Thursdaj^f 
processions  were  made  through  different  ports  of  the  parish^^ 
when  it  was  uftual  to  stop  nt  the  crowies  which  were  erected  bv 
the  road  side  in  muny  uistunccs,  but  here  io  Kye  they  most 
probably  stopped  at  the  crosw  which  formerly  stood  in  the 
churchyard,  and  where,  in  ancient  time*,  the  Bnrons  met  yearlv, 
on  the  Sunday  next  after  the  Feast  of  St.  Bartholomew,  to  elect 
their  mayor,  as  appears  in  the  old  Customal  of  the  tovro. 

But  tne  same  year,  1547,  whirh  witnenRed  the  death  of 
Hcnr^'  Till,  put  an  end,  for  a  »hort  time,  to  all  these  ceremo- 
nials ;  for  on  the  accession  of  Rchvai'd  ^'I  a  change  came  over 
the  scene,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  items  in  the  churcl 
wanlcns*  accounts,  one  of  the  Urst  of  which  is  this,  viz. : 

£  * -A 

f  Eippmlrd  for  clwiaaing  Ui«  cburcJi  from  po|ieT7  •  1  11     4 

This  cleansing  was  shown  in  removing  (he  various  altars ;  f<J 
re  rcftd  that  four  shilliogv  were  paid  for  tour  bushels  of 
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"  to  make  up  the  places  ^vhcrc  llic  aliar*  were."  The  rood  loft 
■was  al»o  taken  (town,  atut  a  comniiininn  lnbl«  plscul  n-herc  the 
high  ultar  stood;  the  cluirch  was  whUc-limcd  all  over,  a  great 
deal  of  rubbtith  was  carried  avty,  mnt-s  vere  bought  lor  coiuiuu- 
nicantA  to  kne4>l  hjidh  iit  the  cummunion  ttible. 
The  fullowing  rtlaten  to  the  removal  of  the  images : 

r.    if. 

faU  tar  Ukiric  iavnt  the  itoiM  honglnR  on  ^Inl  Bvnrf  a  •         0    6 

Mfitdin);  and  wfatta-lliniiui  dlr«ra  (ilacea  where  Ibe  IniB^iet  itood  4  tO 

The  following  wc  do  not  quite  understand  : 


P<lil  (at  Wkilvi  ilnirn  of  Jrxii  Cliiprl 


1     4 


For  where  Jeaua  Cbnpcl  was  we  ore  at  a  losa  to  any,  a»  we 
have  not  met  with  it  before. 

The  communion  tabic  was  covered  witli  a  cloth  of  velvet, 
two  shillings  being  cliarf^ed  for  mending  it.  At  this  time  the 
saerament  was  ct-lfhralcd  very  frt'iiueiuly,  probably  iu  conse- 
cjuencc  of  tlie  laity  now  Ix-inji  allowed  to  jiartakc  of  the  wine,  ns 
well  as  of  ili<;  bread.  The  following  arc  the  days  on  which  it 
was  ndininintvrcd,  viz.:  November  6Lb,  13th,  2Uth,  and  27th; 
December -tth,  llth,13tb,  ii»d  '^5th;  Januar}-  8lh  and  I9lh; 
February  Sth,  l'2th,  Wlh,  and  26th}  March  5th,  12th,  I9tb, 
andSblh;  April  l()[h,'J:Jd,  and30lh;  May  7th,  Hlh,  2l8t.and 
28th;  June  4th,  1 1th,  JKth,  and  2ath:  July '2d,  16th,and  .lOlh  ; 
August  Otb,  '.'Uth,  and  27th ;  ScutcmU-r  3d  ;  October  10th  and 
1 7th.  Besides  all  these  days  there  were  the  following :  Saint 
Stephen's  Day,  New  Year's  Day,  Twelfth  Day, Candlemas  Day, 
Lady  Day,  Maiinday  Thursday,  Good  Friday,  Eimtcr  Rven, 
Easter  Day,  Easter  Monday  and  Tucsdny,  Sunday  after  Easter. 

Thus  it  would  seem  that  this  holy  ceremony  took  place  n«  a  ge- 
neral rule  on  every  Sunday,  besides  on  all  the  nbovc-namod  holi- 
days, which,  when  they  did  not  fall  some  of  them  on  a  Sunday, 
added  considerably  to  the  number.  This  account  is  taken  from 
Nov.tilh,  1553,  to  Oct.  I7th,  16.^.  In  July,  August,  and  Sep. 
tcmber,  we  sec  some  tntermissions,  which  maybe  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that,  in  ibe  days  of  Catholic  predominancy,  it  was  cus- 
tomary to  work  on  Sundays,  as  well  as  on  other  dayii,  in  getting  in 
the  ha'y  and  the  corn  at  their  proper  wasonjt ;  and  although  IVo- 
t(!SlantiBm  had  now  been  for  a  lime  intrrxiuced,  it  is  most  likely 
the  peojfle  did  not  at  first  en  tirely  forego  their  former  habits,  more 
particuhu-ly  us  the&c  were  considered  contributory  to  their 
worldly  interests. 

In  u[i|>ositiuu  to  this  Catholic  remnant,  we  have  to  record 
the  {deaHing  fact  (hat  now,  Tir  the  firtit  time,  watt  introducnt 
into  our  church  on  English  vcriion  of  the  Bible,  that  founda- 
tion and  bulwark  of  the  IVtteslant  religion;  the  freu  reading 
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of  which  «ventuaU;  cmaDcipatcd  men's  minds  froni  that  long, 
dark  nipht  of  iffnonuicc  in  which,  for  so  many  ngea,  they  hiS 
been  invoh'cd.  It  brokcdowa  that  woret  of  nil  lymnnie»,  cc- 
clcsiasticiil  tyranny,  which,  is  the  Inte  Lord  KUlon'so  jwRtly  ob- 
served, U  always  accompnnicd  by  poH(i»d  tyranny;  the  Former 
uichaiiiiujr  the  iniiuU,  the  latter  the  bodica  of  men. 

It  was  in  I  MO  that  Miles  Coverdalc  completed  hw  English 
version  of  the  Bible ;  which  has  c^-er  since  been  held  in  ^rcat 
esteem.  Oil  the  accession  of  Edward  VI,  Coverdalc  wag  made 
bishop  of  Exeter,  atiil  a  copy  of  the  JHblc  was  introduced  into 
the  different  ehurchea  of  Uie  kingdom,  lu  conformity  with 
which  cuatom  the  church  of  Rye  waa  furnished,  as  under : 

£  *.  d. 
I    d    » 

So  ureciouii  M-ftjs  the  Bible  considered  in  those  days  that  it 

was  chained  up  ;  so  that  any  person  mi^^ht  ^o  into  the  church 

luid  VKivX  it  th«ro,  but  was  not  allowed  to  lake  it  away. 

£    ..   4. 
lutD,  JuncOlli.  PniU  Tor  IWD  cbitlnf,  Dno  Tar  tbe  DlbLci  tb« 
tttlirr  fof  Ihr  innpbnM  ■  •  «    0  !•  

In  MM.  Pnlit  for  a  Bible  iix  tlw  diurcb  book  «l  London 
CarrlBge  oltbp  HDia        .  -  . 


In  1^03.  Pnld  for  n  Btbl^  for  the  qnire,  af  Uw  gttMt  voliwie 
Cnni»gB  o(  Ibe  wma  (rum  London  • 


ISM,  Hoc,  2(1.  Pai'l  to  Alexander  Wulli, Jurat,  far  two  BlblM 
(or  tbtf  ctiuTCb  ... 


0  13 

0    0 

0 
4 

£0  IS 

t 

1    IS 
0     1 

4 

£1    l-l 

a 

Setting  u|i  tlie  Blbln  al  (l)e  v««tcmlof  tlio  cliurob  0    O    a 

Bender  tlie  Bibles  above  mentioned>the  following  books  were 
provided  for  the  chiirch  : 


4. 
o 


Uireri  dutiksfot  Ihn  chiinrh         .  -  -  \ 

Piil<l  Mr.  tVrlctht  of  Mio  Kln(c'«  cbnpel  [or  Mns*  thil  be 

hounbt  tor  Xbtf  etinrfh  •  -  IOC 

Mr.  AnK«l<  lor  Uie  I'ltrnphnm  oF  Rratmua,  ball  of  it  Uie 

■nnifl  dny  ■  '  -  d     £     ft 

Mr.  Wi.1l*,  fur  oor  Pinlt>-c  hi-nik,  fuur  Pas  boalu  /t>r  lODgt, 

one  book  for  thr?  f  ommun'on  -  -  0  19     4 

PhIi),  lin  a  HoniU]^  buuk  ■  .  0      14 

Du.  do.  .  -  -  0     I     4 

I>o,  (or  B  liook  of  till*  New  Svnlce       -  0    4     0 

Do.  for  ilg,,  boofilLt  of  a  ■(MloDM  at  tt»  SIrrLiiil  pte  Q    3     A 

It  was  in  the  sixth  year  of  the  reijrn  of  Edward  VI,  a.d.  loM, 
Ihut  the  present  Book  of  Common  Prayer  was  published  ;  and 
this  i*  the  book  mentioned  as  that  of  the  New  Scr%'ice. 

Barr  tclla  us  that  '*  seals  and  pcw»  in  our  ancient  chtirchca  are 
rarely  to  be  met  with  of  an  earlier  date  than  the  fifteenth  century; 
^^t  of  this  period  we  possess  many  beautiful  examples." 
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"  Pews,  in  the  modrrn  sense  of  the  word,  were  not  inlro- 
duocd  until  aficr  the  ^rcat  Rebellion,  and  appear  lo  tuvc  Imth 
far  from  c?<in>m(in  bcfurc  thcmiddle  of  ihc  eifihlccnlh  ccntiiry." 

Whether  Uyc  church  had  seats  in  tht  fiftwiith  ccntiirj"  we 
c«nnot  My,  aa  wc  Imve  no  records  of  that  date,  but  in  the  six- 
leenth  we  know  it  had;  for  so  early  as  1&47  wc  have  this 
entry: 


Font  muii  to  kn»«t1  nn  fat  Ibo  lira  mU  ihHi  Itw  nia}ot  nnil 

hi*  brethren  Ju  dt  In 
I  aAO.  PnM  for  Ihi-  Unifilhrnfns  »f  th«  fnfrna  In  Ihn  ehnir 
For  t  malji  DuiI  ll«  in  Ihe  \cnti  tea'  1^  ttm  |iul|UI.  tlmt  Hi. 

Mnjxir  mid  hia  bicUitcn  alt  in  • 

On«hun<lml(iiur|w<inynnllK.tu  nipinl  <l>i?tmCi  in  Uicchaicb 
Two  iaon  to  Uic  irot  bcfan  Uic  pulpit 
Making* ilODrlu  Mr.  Mnjor'tsnttinSalnlNieliotMcliapywl 


£    «■   rf. 


On  Oct-  1 1,  IMS,  is  this  entry: 


Pnld  for  3  da]*  a  nd  a  half  working  on  tbft  diappel  tint  Fotbw 
GMtondirellcUtID 


0    H    1 


Where  was  this  chapel  ?  Was  it  the  buitdiiig  still  slauding 
on  the  xouth  side  of  the  churchyard  ?  Is  thi»  the  »ame  as  the 
chautry  before  uictitioued  ? 

Ill  this  aame  year  the  middle  aisle,  or  nave,  underwent  con- 
siderable repairs,  which  cost  nearly  30/.,  ariuog  out  of  the  pur- 
clKise  nf  timber  and  le&d,  and  the  workmanship  of  carpenters 
and  plumbers  in  |ir(-[>nriiig  the  same. 

The  church  must  now  have  hud  chorister  boys  ;  for  there  is 
n  churgc  of  two  shillings  for  making  of  fvtir  children's  surplices. 
The  subjoined  entry  shows  the  wings  of  the  choir  to  hare  been 
designated  chancels: 

*,    4, 
Paid  Ion  tnanofUouiEhorat,  for  while  Uinlng«rtbelwo«l)anceU, 

hg  lie  rtoir.  In  tb*  cbutcfa  ■  -  lift 

The  Ten  Commnndmcnis.  the  Belief,  and  the  Lord's  Pnyer, 
were  now  set  up  in  the  chancel^  and  divers  scriptural  sentCQCM 
written  on  the  walls  of  Che  chiirch,  as  these  extracts  prove : 

Pnld  fur  wriUnK  l«o  UUe»  In  ooi  Ladj'i  ChanMl.  tnd  tor  ncadlsftbeTrn 
ConuDOBdinrats,  ami  for  ilitm  oUier  ]fUa*  In  tbe  Scriptan)  la  Iks  cbordL  j 

Mention  is  made,  at  thin  time,  of  our  Lady  Chancel  vnulta; 
but  where  these  were  does  not  nppcnr.  The  cross  aisle  is  also 
mentioned,  evidently  meaning  the  transept. 

Now  we  read  again  of  ^4llint  Cltre'i*  Chancel,  the  gtnzier 
being  paid  I3i.  4d.  for  repairing  the  windows  for  a  year,  as 
agreed. 

Iliis  seems  a  fitting  place  to  show  the  dilTercnt  methods  of 
managing  the  affairs  of  the  church  in  those  early  days,  as  com- 
pared to  that  of  the  present  time.     It  docs  not  appear  that 
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citticr  the  vicar  or  the  parishiont-rs  liail  nnvltiinjj;  Lo  da  with 
the  appointment  of  the  cburch wardens,  or  wilh  the  aiulitin]^  of 
the;  accounts. 

The  ninvor  nnd  corporation  seem  to  have  had  the  appoiot- 
mi'tit  of  the  churchwHnU-ns  JinJ  thi;  iiticliling  of  tlie  ftccounl& 
'rikc  appointment  is  not  exactly  mentioned,  but  the  auditiug  is, 
as  npppttr*  from  the  following  entry : 

"  Dec  i'lth.  1 J48.  It  wiw  then  iigrccd  by  the  mayor,  with 
those  jtirnts  and  cominonR  that  nere  appointed  for  the  Iieaiintf 
and  finishing  of  thcsf  accmitits  that  then  were  to  inalc«  and 
finish,  that  were  of  long  time  the  accountH  of  Mr.  BitrDcD  and 
koger  Ocrkman.  hath  hanged  in  suspence,  and  the  town  iifKni 
the  »anic  was  in  snrphisagc  unto  the  naid  Robert  Bumcs,  lor 
his  part ;  therefore,  the  said  Itobcrt  Dames  shall  have  of  the 
church  '-il.  \'tis,  4r/,,  to  be  paid  before  Candlemas  next-  And  «o 
this  tlu-ir  aceount  to  stand  perfect,  and  they  to  be  eleaHy  »c 
qiutted  and  diaebarged." 

The  electiou  of  a  warden  is  mentioned ;  but  by  trhotn  the 
election  was  made  it  docs  not  appear.  The  name  of  the  mayor 
is  pretty  generally  put  at  the  head  of  the  accounts  for  the  re- 
spective years ;  and,  moreover,  the  books  were  in  the  custody 
oif  the  corporation,  oa  the  one  from  which  these  extracts  arc 
taken  stitl  is — all  tending  to  confirm  the  opinion  that  this  officer 
had  the  chief  tna]iat;eineut  of  the  ecelcsiasitical  accnnnts. 

The  first  book  in  the  reiK"  of  Edward  V'l  has  something  very 
singular  ui  its  lieailin^:  "The  Hefei[ita  of  Alexander  Welles 
and  Ueorge  Kuynold,  Barons  to  the  Parliaineut  lor  the  town  of 
Kye,  anno  2  ami  3  E.  G." 

AiQOOg  their  receipts  ore  these : 


£   -.    rf. 

Mon«j^  for  Oii?  ctart 

it  IS     u 

Fat  63  ox.  ffHi  [iliili-,  nl  Hi.  p«r  QX. 

13    ;i    ■» 

4 1  az.  iHid  gilt  do.,  nl  i*.  1 0{4,  p«r  os. 

ft   ID   ID 

oUiur  article* 

S3   IS      0 

f 


/ 


These  artieks'^ere  used  under  the  Catholic  dominattort,  and 
were  sold  for  the  piiriiosc  of  cleansing  the  church  of  popery. 
But  the  curtons  part  is,  the  placing  the  church  accounts  under 
the  management  of  the  representatives  of  the  town  in  Parlia- 
mient ;  in  consequence  of  which  there  is  a  strange  medley  of 
temporal  and  spiritual  matters  blended  together,  as  thus: 

M    :    J. 

Expt-aJnt  fur  Porliniurul  iiimiif,  llir  llriit  a(Hl  (Miond  J'Fitr  10  10  D 

Tha  bonk  v(  fiiips  in  lljt>  i'Billiimpnt  hoDsr                •  1  6  S 

for  in-Klng,  to\iyUia,  nn<lBnniMt*iug  lia.                           •  0  tS  | 

D»vlngolli«[  pnwiHj  fur  tba  luliihlj-                            •  0  tt  A 

■>!*•)•  <nfitm  lli«iwjf                                               .                       •  0  S  4 
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TliD  klnft*'  ktlarne)-,  for  bl*  cood  wfll 
DniAltig  nnJ  nnklng  a  nift*''^*''*'  ^  Cw  ti***^  F(«l«t1«r 
for  Ibr  Hihitlilr  ... 

Jolin  lUlw,  fur  bii  favonr  •  • 

IIU  olnik,  fur  tit*  pilns  ... 

Tbe  eleik  of  Uiv  buiu«,  for  hi*  icood  «ill  • 

Pudimfot  WBgM,  lUS  wmIu 


1 

0 
1 

0 

0 

33 


if. 

« 

« 

0 
0 
0 
9 


£»     I     0 

Besides  these  paj-mcnts,  tbrre  are  others  for  various  books,  a 
commiinion  tabic  aiid  platv  ;  from  irhich  we  conclude  that*  u 
ft  chftDgc  in  the  cotablislictl  religion  oow  was  eScctcd,  it  was 
necessary  for  the  rcpret>enU)tivi>s  of  the  tovrn  to  be  present  in 
PoriiuncQt,  to  assist  in  passing  the  laws  to  brin»  this  abou^ 
and  to  them  waa  then  iniruBted  the  task  of  doing  aJl  other 
things  M'hicb  became  neceaaary  iu  coiiwHjucuce  of  tliis  chmigo. 
To  this  conclusion  \re  arc  further  induced  to  come,  from  not 
finding  any  similiir  urriingpinent  in  the  church  books,  either 
before  or  after  this  pt^nod ;  and  this  only  occupies  one  single 
pagL>,  ami  on  the  other  side  again  a[>pears  the  uaine  of  the 
churcliwardcu  for  the  time  being. 

Edward  being  only  nine  yean  of  age  od  tlie  death  of  his 
father,  the  Duke  of  Somerset  was  created  Protector  ;  and  it  is 
to  httn  Ibnt  allusion  is  tnudc  in  the  foregoing  extracts.  He  paid 
a  visit  to  the  town  in  1447. 

\\'ith  the  short  reigu  of  Edvard,  which  only  lasted  from  Jon. 
2*<th,  1547,  to  July  fith,  l.'>53,  faded  llic  transient  glory  of  the 
Protestant  religion.  (l»iecn  Nfarj-  succeeded  her  brotlicr,  and 
she  and  Catholicism  reigned  tnumtihant  together. 

The  chunh  of  Rye  soon  felt  the  influence  of  her  Majesty's 

religious  |irc(Utections,  as  the  books  will  show  in  the  subjoined 

memoranda. 

t.  d. 

raA  for  iiullBja  lo  iMoe  op  tbc  ciatbt  «n  tbe  sllai         D    i 
MikiDKiipihsKruklire  .30 

Sail*  to  bang  up  clotbi  nn  do.  -OS 

We  read  of  fmUuiiceose,  and  of  centers  to  bum  it  in^  a  cross, 
and  other  tltinga. 


PiiMOi;  ffjn.  tbe  <wi«ri  for  tarring  UienIl«r»lCF* 
VTuikiiiB;  u|X(a  UiK  Alter  ■•>!  tiff* 
A  nsaa-book 
Amyll 

A&l^tlMl 

Two  ta^mmtn 
A  bolf -water  riaop 
Two  caiwUnttichs 

Tba  heano-cloUi,  of  *«)t«l  and|coU 
A  boeh  (ortlMttbsrcb,  nlloH  a  ■■  Manmil" 
A  iMMM-bfUb,  to  Ml  candki*  on  at  CkrialMu 
■MToIng  In  Um  chiifcb 


£ 

0 

0 
0 

« 
1 

4 

i 

0 

ifl 

0 


•i. 
0 
Q 
0 
0 
0 

0 
0 
o 

a 

0 


D   o   a 
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811  )H)unil  tamllcj,  to  act  In  in. 

Sljrr*  for  Itii'  cjid'jjtj  •  - 

BriiigLiiR  tbv  mod  (rcni  London  lo  tbi>  Straiiil, 

ft[ld  ilioiicf  tw  ttic  ctliiltb 
)  4  janU  of  clolli  for  Ibo  nltnrs 
Bringing  tbi'lnia^'frum  Lujidon.aadlhcpatronc* 

<|iatirini-«,  SLMnrjJ  of  (tie  cliuicb 
^Itliiif  till  1b«  rood 
Pultitiiig  UiH  ruud-lult 

Slnli Itinonhn Piiv«l,  hfilnn  14 lh«.  «iii,itl  I |A p.  lb. 
[lo.  S  lb).  Hi  the  li-ncbTe  lenoiu 
Tlxi  bill]  liiiviJ  Jin^k<-t, 
WLlIc  iiiclr.  Cor  llii-  nlb>  anA  girillei 
Two  Ifon  »iiiillit<|ii;)i>  llinl  FlAtti!  bpfiici'  Ibv  rooil 
IlKii^iiig  up  lbL>  lump  In  ihrctioli 


d. 


0     S     0 


O  ID 

0  « 
U  lit 

1  N 
O  « 


Tbe  singers  in  the  choir  were  paid  fourteen  pence  ibr  v-ine 
against  Eiuttcr ;  which  may  coufirm  our  former  opinion  of  the 
orKim  being  jilnred  here. 

Tlie  n-gisicrs  were  first  intrwlucetl  io  1S38  ;  the  registrar  wa« 
paiil  une  shilling  for  kec|>ing  the  christening  book,  and  ink  and 
paper,  tor  the  wbolc  yeiirj  but  afterwiirda  he  received  four 
stiillingH,  and  suhHequriitly  nnort. 

One  Sir  Tbomus  L&mic  -wm  pnid  six  ahillings  and  eight- 
pence,  ut  his  goini;  up  to  the  council  for  the  church  matters ; 
and  he  went  rejicatcdly  on  tbe  same  bu-siness. 

The  followiiijr  extracts  show  a  connexion  between  the  church 
and  Camber  Caslle,  which  sve  are  nt  a  loeeto  understand : 

t.  d. 

Paid  foi  carr)  inx  stun?  nrij  miiiI    ftuDt  ill*  CrmI*  to 

tho  fnirj-woy  -  •  fl     0 

TbB  niOMii,  For  i  ibij*'  wutlt  at   tlii!  cbutcb   aiiil   tbp 

ciulle,  at  Xt.tit.  per  da}'        •  •  9   10 

Srlii^liig  nUiiioi  liuin  cnatle  lo  church  -       OH 

The  bishop  now  inmlt;  frequent  Tisits  to  Ilyc,  when  great  pre- 
paratiouH  and  good  entertainment  were  mode  for  his  reception. 

I.  «/. 

Paid  (ur  tanking  clean  the  cburcbjiani  ogniiut  mjp 

lord  bi'liup'*  i~umiiiK  -  -  OS 

Thn  tliiK>!i>,altlia  coming  ani  ff>\nga{  my  lord  Multop  0     S 
Making  c]i>nii  llii>  cliiitcb  nguicisl  Ills  coming  of  mjr 

IdM  bUliup  .  -  IB 

Fill),  buuglil  fur  iri}  laid  bi«hu|i  -  •  II      1 

Do.  do.  -  -  »      I 

Fu4ii  botiRbt  lor  Ibo  bl-bo|>,beiug  alern  of  Mica  I     S 

A  Cnlnli  woniaii,  fur  rt  Ilile  of  bual'a  nagw  •       i     9 

A  Cnlnli  nomnii,  fcir  a  timldock      -                     •  0     I 

Tbiimin  Sltlim,  for  (our  iwtli-f                       -  OS 

IxIniuiiJ  .Inljnton,  for  n  lurlmt  niid  biMm  -      3     0 

A  Ciitnii  wumnn,  fur  2  niuniti^i  of  perlM            •  2    0 
Jobii  a  Citlnl«,  for  lis,  m  Udn  of  bow'i  fagei  (wagtw)      ]     3 

A  (JilaLi  woinnii,  do.                    .                   .  Id 

Illlaca'*  wife,  do.  -  -  3     0 

John  Ellla'awlfo,  forii  pare«1  of  fttb  -      ft     4 

John  Pottat,  lit  fnur  pcilna     -  -  I     0 

Rubnrt  HoliM«,  for  a  turbot  .10 

0««rg»  ■  BantM,  for  Ivro  perlta  •  OS 
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In  15S5  there  wm  a  door  leading  out  on  the  leads,  vlitch  are 
now  only  nppronchnblc  by  a  ladder  from  the  ouuide.  Aod  we 
DOW  first  read  of  the  curfew  in  this  way : 


l^itiit  lot  titnille  lo  ring  earf^r 


U. 


f 


At  this  time  b  rent  of  two  shitliogs  was  paid  to  the  manor  of 
Lcwishara,  for  a  house  in  which  dwelt  one  Nelp. 

In  Maiy'B  reign  we  6nd  St.  Nicholas  Chaii<vl  frequently 
mentioned,  and  this  one  entry,  which  fixes  its  identity,  us  being 
the  Routhem  wing,  as  before  supposed: 

4.   rf. 
flit)  fnr  1)  liiitwjtntnf  l>rk'k«  for  ntfrnlinxonoolthrMaUi  window* 

ol  Stinl  Nlcbulnn  Clitaett  •  -  -  1     • 

The  north  chancel,  of  course,  could  have  no  southt-rn  window. 

The  west  door  is  oAen  spoken  of,  showing  it  tbea  lo  have 
been  open. 

From  several  entries  we  have  met  with  in  the  olmrehwardens' 
accounts,  wc  Icaru  thul  the  church  was  entitled  to  a  rent  from 
certain  lands,  called  the  XTountx,  which  wc  suppose  to  have 
been  the  founds  now  called  Muuulticld. 

Though  the  aun  of  ProteBtanlisra  was  dimmed  by  the  cloutb 
which  overspread  it,  during  (he  live  yciLiV  rcijrn  of  Queen 
Mary,  yet,  on  the  accession  of  KHzaheth,  it  burst  forth  with 
renewed  splendour,  niid  wilb  n  Ktrenglh  and  power  which  in- 
creased more  and  more,  even  unto  the  iicrfect  day,  and  under 
its  benign  inflnencc  theae  realms,  for  nearly  three  hundred  years, 
have  enjoyed  as  g;rent  a  share  of  true  libcrtv,  tcrap<3ral  and  spi- 
riUinl,  ccctrsiasticiil  and  political,  ii»  raan  is  capable  of.  But, 
nevcrthelciis,  it  is  a  rcmarkablr  ornirrence  that  while  Ronge,  in 
Germany,  is  come  forth  frrun  ihc  itoinan  Ciilholic  church,  be- 
cause the  hierarchy  will  not  rlransc  her  from  her  impurities,  the 
Newmans  and  the  Wnrda  of  England  arc  entering  within  Che 
pale  of  the  same  communion. 

On  Nov.  17th,  1508,  Oueen  Elizabeth  ascended  the  throne; 
and  in  January,  1359,  wc  find  this  entry: 

Paid,  >li«n  UiequeCMWu  pfOcUlnnl.tu  make  UiBcleiks'itrink    ■      1    fl 

The  next  item  is  one  of  importance,  as  showinRone  of  the 
greiit  1e»din(;  marks  of  difTi-rvnce  between  the  two  religions  which 

then  agitated  the  country.     It  ia  thia: 

t.   4. 
^         Palit  for  fonl  Ubourcn,  for  one  dij'a  work  «t  lb»  )Mlllag  kairtt 
r  oJ  Uiir  nll*r,  mil  rnttjIi^awB]' Uw  rutitaltli  -  )     4 

When  Edward  VI  succeeded  his  father,  Henry  VIII,  his  first 
step  was  to  pull  down  the  high  altar,  which  had  stood  iuime- 
morially  in  the  church,  in  which  heretofore,  in  nil  times  past, 
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llie  Catholic  rercmonics  hnd  been  ci-Icbrutcd.  Edward  di«d ; 
Mary  succeeded  her  brother,  and  her  Brsl  step  nras  to  sec  up 
the  high  altar  anew.  At  the  end  of  tire  ycuis  her  life  was  ter^ 
minatra.  Elizabeth  ascended  the  throne,  and  we  have  seen  odc 
of  her  first  acts  to  hnvc  been  the  rcmoviil  of  the  nicnr. 

The  changes  which  took  place  in  the  t>hort  space  of  clci'cn 
years,  between  tlic  death  of  Henry  Vlll,  in  1M7,  and  the  nc- 
ccssion  of  Elizabeth,  in  1568,  may  be  well  explained  by  tbc 
proamble  to  the  net  passed  in  the  Etret  year  of  this  KovereigD. 

"Whereas,  at  the  death  of  our  late  sovereign  Lord  Kiog 
Fdn'.ird  VI,  there  remained  one  uniform  order  of  common 
service  and  prayer,  and  of  the  administration  of  the  sacramcnta, 
rites,  aud  ceremonies  of  the  Church  of  England,  \t  hich  was  set 
forth  tji  one  book,  entitled  *  The  Book  of  Common  Prayer,  and 
Bdmini&tralion  of  &acraincnt«  aud  other  rites  and  ceremonies 
in  the  Church  of  England,*  authorized  hy  Act  of  Parliament, 
hnhlfii  in  the  fifth  nnd  nixth  years  of  our  naid  late  sovereign 
Lord  King  Edwjird  VI,  entitled,  '  An  Act  for  the  nnifonnily  of 
common  prayer  »iul  iiilmiiiiatraUon  of  the  itacraindits.'  'rhe 
which  wan  rcpcidcd  and  taken  away  by  Act  of  Parliament,  in 
the  6r8t  year  of  our  Inte  Kovereign  Lady  Queen  Miiry,  to  the 
great  decay  of  the  due  honour  of  God,  and  discomfort  to  tbc 
professors  of  the  truth  of  Christ's  religion.'* 

The  Roman  Calhohcs,  considering  the  ailministratioD  of  the 
holy  sacrament  to  be  a  sncritice,  maintain  that  it  sshnuld  be 
performed  on  an  altar,  while  the  Protcetants,  looking  upon  it 
rather  as  a  holy  feast,  established  in  commemoration  of  Christ's 
last  supper,  thmk  it  should  be  celebrated  at  a  table,  as  other 
feasts  are  partaken  of.  The  Kubric  says,  "the  tabic,  at  the 
communion  time,  shall  stand  in  the  body  of  the  church,  or  in 
the  chancel."  Thus  showing  it  cajmble  of  removal,  according 
to  the  discretion  of  the  minister ;  whei-eas  the  altar  of  the  Ca- 
tholics is  always  built  of  stone  and  tixcd — the  high  altar  at  the 
eaat  end  of  the  church,  while  others  are  erected  at  diderenl  parts 
of  the  ediBcc.  And  hence  the  struggle  between  the  altar  and 
the  table. 

The  visitations  in  those  dnya  were  held  at  various  places ;  at 
Hastings,  at  Uattlc,  at  Bnckstcd,  at  Scddle3>cDmb,  and  at  l>al- 
liiielun. 

Now  tlie  church  waa  agwn  furnished  with  books,  according 
to  the  new  ritual. 

Pnid  he  t  bookn  for  the  cliunih                          -  0  II 

^^  Six  PintiD  buoki.  111  infln*                          -  OB 

^  Tbe  ponifilimie  of  Rnumui            •                    •  I    4 
A  lubti-  ai  iiiv  Cuinmaiiilnii-nlt,  ond  ■  (oJanikr  o( 

Anilfc  bomllT  book  .DO 


J. 
0 
0 
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Two  Pmtra  books,  tn  pr-wc  and  aiirU* 

A  houk  of  Knaoni 

A  baob  of  fmima  for  Uir  cumto 

Two  ilo.  Fur  tlie  ch^rkt 

A  nvw  BiblKfoi  ihi-rJiorch 

Four  •Ingiiv-boQk*,  tnuglii  tt  iti«  rtquait  of 

(li^wn  boimt  nwB 
A  book  irttlt  all  Uie  Mnlov  b«tr7n|tinit  lo  Di'^  cboicfc. 

Die  which  It  hoatd  on  Iko  ct»ni-n 


4. 

« 
-I 

0 

4 
0 


0     t     i 
0     A     4 


In  1659  the  choir  uiut  hotly  of  tho  churcli  were  paved,  and  wc 
question  wht-thcr  [ircviniisly  to  this  period  it  ever  liiul  been, 
for  wc  frequently  read  of  chnrgrs  for  carrying  nibbish  out  of 
thv  church,  which  could  not  have  uccumulatcd  there  had  the 
floor  been  pnved. 

The  bishop  visited  the  town  tn  1/>G0,  nnd  was  again  hnnil- 
aonie]j?  entertained  nt  the  cost  of  the  church,  as  ajipears  below. 

£    *.    4. 
PsIeI  .lobn  pDpr,  foi  dlTrfs  thtnfp  dreaflng  lor  aij 

loi^  tili4io]>o(  iJiii diocfitf,  m  bta  UII*)>p(aTsth       S    4    41 
Ml,  Hnrcho,  foi  a  lamb,  Jle.,  at  Itint  lime  0    4    ft 

Itou  hr  ■  \9g  of  vnl  ■  Oil 

Tbomnt  MemnU  Tor  a  lunh  ihtn  •  O    >  Ifl 

Fm  4  oi.  and  I  qu«ili  ol  Mck  •      O    i    ■% 

In  this  year  the  rood'toft  and  the  beam  which  supported  il 
were  taken  down  ;  but  iJiough  these  and  the  altar  were  removed, 
etill  some  fev  remaiits  of  the  former  religion  may  be  traced  in 
the  church  at  this  period.  Thus  we  road  of  a  lock  to  the  croaa 
door,  of  caadles  used  iii  the  chuir,  cuudlca  for  uiortiiuK  and 
cvL'iiin};  prayer,  and  wax  candles.  In  short,  the  Church  of  Eng- 
land never  carried  her  reform  »o  far  a»  the  other  reformed 
churches  on  the  Continent  i  and  many  ceremonies  and  many 
pmyers,  many  fea-tts  and  many  fant^,  are  tttill  retained  by  her, 
diirtring  bui  little  in  some  resiKcts  from  her  predecessor  of 
Rome,  The  abolilion  of  celibacy  among  the  clergy,  of  the  con- 
fessional, of  the  invocation  of  satri[<<,  of  the  supremacy  and  in- 
fallibility of  the  Pope,  of  images  in  the  churehes,  of  the  sacriflce 
of  tlie  m&ss — constitutes  the  great  dilTcrcnce,  nnd  grtat  it  un- 
doubtedly is ;  while  the  retention  of  biaho]><i,  the  ceremonials 
of  our  catbednUs,  the  orgaiu  and  the  choristers,  with  the  nume- 
rous stuff"  of  clergy  attached  to  our  cathedrals,  arc  so  many 
emblems  of  n  former  religion. 
In  1560  scriptural  extracts  were  again  painted  oo  the  walla, 
I  had  been  heretofore  done  in  the  rei^n  of  Edward  VI,  as  tliua 
fpiwan: 


fPaid  (o  the  pai»lcr.  (or  wrlUng  ol  th«  Sr<i)i(iir«t 

In  tiMchatch 
Doi.  to€  writing  of  Ibiea  laUri 
Do.  to  Mr.  OsiiKin,  (mi  lakiiiir  II  oitt  ol  tbe  Qlhlc. 

■lid  for  ha  pKtn  to  renl  ti  (u  thr  palntrr 


£    M.    J. 


I    II 

»      0 


0      I      M 


These  iuscriptions  were  in  accordance  with  the  eighty-second 
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canon,  which  enjoins  that  appronriate  texts  from  Holy  Scrip- 
ture alinll  lie  written  upon  the  w»lU  of  the  church. 

W'c  have  seen  that  ho  early  as  164?  there  were  some  seats  or 
pews  In  the  church ;  but  thusK,  we  think,  roxiat  have  been  prio- 
cipallv,  if  not  altogpthrr,  in  the  choir,  the  mayor's  pew  haring 
been  111  Saint  Nicholiu'ti  Chniiccl,  and  this  is  agreeable  to  the 
custom  udc<])tc(l  iu  Komaii  CuthoUc  chtircties,  wherein  seats  are 
j)rovidi?d  in  the  choir  for  the  inunicipiil  ofliccrs  and  olhcn  of 
the  higher  class ;  nt  least,  such  was  the  case  a  fcvr  years  aj^>,  iu 
a  church  which  we  visited  at  Boulogne,  while  the  humbler 
classes  were  provided  with  chairs  and  mats  in  ttie  nave.  At  th« 
time  we  are  speaking  of,  there  is  a  charge  for  mats  for  people 
to  kneel  un  in  the  uarc  of  the  church.  But  in  1561  wc  think  we 
see  the  erection  of  pews  in  the  main  body  of  the  church,  from 
the  following  extracts : 

VaU  lot  9  long  boarl«r  to  luke  tmo  «eala  la  U>s  

middle  paoo  -  -       4     fl 

John  Long,  fur  mfikin);  (woticn'ctvfi,  do.         -  3     O 

Ft  moklnc  Iho  iww  «ol«  ft«  Mr.  iinjot  Bnd  ibe 

jiiiaU    wiiw,   Olid  far  the   two  (Iwr»  to  Mr. 

Uijut'i  pew,  ami  (iirl&eqci.  Uicrilo  -      It    *> 

Belting  ii|i  llir  bcncli  In  Um  crnn  |Hce 
Haklii);  llic  tti3r'ip««r 
Four  j'nrilii  of  hiond  icnwn  clotb.  nt  Ai.  ■  jani,  fot  Mr. 

Mnjot'iMMil,  and  IbtijuraU  InUit-i'-hurfli         -     IU     O 
For  ml  11  lilt  ol  Mr.  .VUjor't  niiJ  hiibretlifen'«  ttaX, 

Bii'l  olboi  Tiutk  •  ■  it 

Mnklnfi  n  1H1W  for  Ihc  ningiilnilc*' vliea  A     B 

A  cariH-ntrr,  (or  letting  n|>  nil  the  benclwdrr  tb«  wt*t 

end  ol  tlic  I'hiiTcti  •  -  3     4 

Maodln^  [WW*  nnd  diwn  in  Ibv  cliurch 

There  are  also  other  e\'idcaccs  of  the  service  uow  being  per- 
formed in  the  church,  and  not  in  the  choir,  agreeably  to  the 
general  custom  of  Protestant  churches. 


I'ali]  fi»  ninklng  llii?  i}ft\i  «nO  ntiiut  In  Ujnchurcli 

(or  (he  (iirnli-'*  tlr»k 
Rcniuvlnti  llic  uuljiil,  aiid  ollirr  work 
i^llin|[uji  ttiraok  In  the  cburcb 
MenJIttic  llif  Tlcnr'-i  teat 
iJtiT,  Jnti.  a.   Tnlil  .Mr.  Mnjtii  fui  Ibc iiif w  pDlpII 
ililiii(in)[  ll)«  iiimr  i>ulpiil  liixii  l.onilon 
Otller  i'ij)vnH-i,  iiulling  up  itti..  &!:. 


£  M,  d. 


But  though  the  service  seems  nov  principally  carried  into 
the  liotiy  of  tlic  church,  yet  some  ncivs  still  remained  in  the 
chancels,  for  mentjnn  is  mmic  of  their  being  repaired  in  16()H. 

Iq    1661   oonsiderubtc   expenses    were    incurred   about    the 

dock. 

The  pvtit  WFlfcbl  coal 

Tb* clocknukcr  WM  Hid  lor  muklnit  Ibe  cbimi^ 

£B,  hT  «n1eT  of  tb«  mnjoi  and  *unJry  joriU 
9iue  OTor  the  clonk  coat  ■ 
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The  church  still  pOHscsscd  orgaas ;  for  ire  Bn<l  a  mau  was 
eeiit  from  Uolvendcn  to  &ct  the  organs  in  order,  in  l&lil,  and  in 
1569  the  great  orgnns  were  tnkcn  aitutidcr;  but  whether  ever 
put  up  again  dnc»  not  snpcnr  at  this  limr. 

In  166!:'  wo  find  the  followLnginrticulars  of  thcndminUtration 
of  the  sacrament: 

Jan.  Sd.       Pniil  for  4  qnarti  nf  m\m 
A|iifl  3iL     Win*  (or  the  communian 
D».  for  EiaWi  r*vn 
Do.  fur  Rai-lrr  dny  • 

1>Q.  fur  MonJii}' after  Evietiaf 
Ayrll  lllli.  1  |ini1li-i  iif  wi'in 

iltlt.   H'lnp  (or  ttip  CDuiiuunlaii         .  • 

Ma}  IKh.      X  ')<>>.  I  |!ln[  wtno 

3)  gnll*.  ill),  for  WhiUanJaj- 
Wlw)  on  WliiW")  NtoiiJn; 
to  IMS.  on  Oct  I  lib,  vben  th»  ioldivn  nMl*«d  Iho 

eonununloB,  5  qnsrUof  vrlna  wxl  brakd  ecwt 
la  ntit  n  new  conimuiiian  table  was  RinilVi  whirli  miiKl 

linir  b?rn  of «  v*rj  plom  klnJ,  ii>  It  orilj  cwt 
It  vatcoii'tvil  Willi  •  IRW  t'tucclolbtnlft>l«itbltlnge 
uf  ailli,  nbkll  cort 

There  ni-re  r  boain  and  ewer  of  some  metal,  but  what  is  not 
mentioued ;  and  also  two  cup«  of  ailver,  veighing  18  ounces, 
which,  at  6«.  fiif,  per  ounce,  t'«»l  the  sum  of  oJ.  2j, 

Bctwern  1658  and  1670  n-e  hear  of  a  rhapel  door,  but  its 
locality  is  not  fixed  ;  of  St.  Nicholas  und  Sjiint  Clcrc'»  cbjuicela, 
ill  the  latter  of  which  many  repairs  were  made';  the  bigl) 
chnncel  is  bkenise  mentioned,  and  the  choir  with  its  wings — 
still  denominated  as  the  three  chancels.  The  screen  bad  been 
removed  n'hich  sepnrated  the  high  chancel  from  llie  nave,  but 
not  those  between  the  other  two  and  the  transepts.  There  is 
no  proof,  as  yet.  that  the  H'inf*s  were  scparateil  from  the  high 
chniiffl  by  the  closing  of  the  original  arches  of  communicnlioii. 

The  church  contained  a  cofiVr  to  hold  the  clerk's  bookK,  a 
font  with  a  cover,  and  a  poor  man's  cheat  to  receive  u!m». 

In  151)4  the  cross  was  still  standing  in  the  churehvard,  for  a 
bench  was  then  set  up  by  it ;  and  three  years  aflcrwardfi  it 
eccms  to  have  been  inclosed,  as  n  door  was  then  made  to  set 
»ip  before  the  cimss,  and  the  cross-house  is  spoken  of. 

Besides  the  bishop,  the  church  was  visited  by  an  offic<T 
called  a  commissiirj-,  for  whose  6up|>er  and  wine  there  is  a 
charge  of  6j.  ^d.i  but  we  arc  not  informed  what  his  duties 
were.  There  was  likewise  n  man  employed  to  whip  the  dogs 
out  of  church  on  Sundays,  for  which  he  received  4^.  a  day  ;  and, 

lastly,  there  is  the  folluuing  entry : 

(.  J. 

pAidantaSkfilwn,  llH>cai|H->il<>r,  for  nailing  ftf  tlip  ejeea  etoU 
la  tlie  PMli,  and  (or  Making  iiii  of  two  miU  f>it  iliif  inn  Ittal 
•mm «wwm  to f»»—nl  llinm  UmI «>Ea*lti  not  toUwchnrch  <    -t 
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Though  ProteaLantiom  was  now  th«  established  religion,  p^r- 
iect  freedom  ol*  conscience  was  not  yet  tulerated :  aud  those 
who  absented  themselves  from  church  vcre,  on  informntion, 
liable  lo  be  fined.  Nor  is  thU  I«w  n-jx^ali-d  to  thii*  tiny ;  for  we 
believe  the  churchunrdens'  inHtnictiniia  direct  them  to  return 
the  nunicN of  niich  dclincjucnts «t  llic  vtHitnlion  ;  and  in  this  very 
year  of  eracc,  1^45,  the  churchwardens  of  liye  were  advijwtl  to 
take  notice  of  and  report  the  naiiK^ts  of  thoite  who  nc-gli'ctod  to 
attend  the  sacnimcnt.  Of  course  the  churchwardens  declined 
so  invidious  a  duty  ;  but  if  siich  intolemnec  can  exint  amid  the 
light  of  the  nineteenth  century,  nc  ciinnot  be  surprivcd  at  its 
power  amid  the  compnrntive  darkiies-i  of  the  sixteenth.  If 
such  things  arc  dune  in  the  green  tree,  how  much  more  in 
the  dry. 

No  one  who  takes  the  pains  to  cxatnine  cloaely  the  book 
containing  the  churchwardens'  accounts,  from  a.o.  1513  to 
A.D.  1570,  cAn  fail  to  observe  mnny  curious  items,  and  such  aa 
differ  widely  from  tbow  of  the  present  day.  We  have  before 
noticed  the  authority  of  the  mayor  »nd  jurats  tn  auditing  the 
aecouiitit,  and  in  ordering  puj-ments,  and  we  have  met  with  one 
instKDce  by  which  it  appears  the  mayor  received  wages  : 

£  «.  i, 

\ii\.  PiiiJ  Mr.  Mnyor,  (or  hUqiurbi'iiaraii^-i             ■                I  0  O 
IMS.   Pnitl  (io.  lot  bl(  aiiianioi  In  Lonitun.  ond  uii  hii  coming 

homa                         •                   •                   •               5  0  0 

The  following  entries  arc  curious,  and  which  wc  cannot  quite 
uudei-staud  : 


IMSi  Paid  to  Tbamu  Drlnuir),  Tot  two  *waJ*  Cot  (be  que«n%  v- 

nioiirEf*  lu  ciirr7  roali 
Paid  PeUr,  KtuxirT,  for  milf  ins  of  two  puiM,  mil  fat  ncndin^ 

lim|Mae«,  wllli  oiiui  in  the  glam  ;  and  foi  uiu]i!iij(  ■  jiaiw 

in    Uw     nuith-nrit    wimluw,    nnti    oUicr    liuin     in     llint 

window 
PbU  two  Ri«ii,  for  laytnit  up  lli«  qtH«H'a  sRiioar  In  tb«  diurck 


0  a 


H   ID 
I      0 


Swails  are  baskets ;  btit  of  what  did  the  queen's  armour 
consist  ?  Does  the  entry  alhido  to  the  hniK^  cannons,  which  in 
this  reign  were  put  into  the  building  now  constituting  the 
vault  of  the  Lamb  family?  Whose  or  what  were  the  anna  lu 
the  glass,  or  in  ivbich  window  they  were  painted  does  not 
appear. 

Every  parish,  in  early  times,  was  obliged  to  keep  nrmour, 
according  to  its  size,  and  exhibit  the  same  yearly  before  the 
magistrates;  and  church  towers  were  used  as  foitreases  iu  timQ 
of  danger.     Perhaps  this  may  explain  it. 

IM1 .  Ptuil  to  Ki>b#rl  Jarlucd,  iot  maktiifc  o'  tbe  took  i>(  nlw.  for  tW  labiiK 
ol  cbokc  abJ  towlip.snd  nurli  IjIcB. 
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Some  connexion  now  existed  bctwcMi  Rye  and  PUydcn,  then 
called  sometimes  Saulcot,  sometimes  Snn-rnt.  A.cauarwaj  was 
made  to  this  spot,  and  there  arc  oiuny  rntrica  For  stone  used  in 
paving  the  same,  Bnrf  lor  labour  bestowed  thereon.  The  tialiiuf;- 
boats  belonf>iiig  toSawcot  paid  n  kind  of  titKi^  to  the  ehiirch  at 
Rje,  and  the  jroorof  the  former  place  rcccivi'd  ri-licf  from  the 
fiintia  of  (he  latter.  'I'hie  cauecwa;  wp  take  to  be  the  present 
pared  walk  up  Myi:  Hill. 

The  act,  commonly  called  the  43d  Klizabcth,  which  is  the 
basis  of  the  present  Poor  Laws,  hod  not  yet  pasted,  and  the 
poor  were  provided  for  out  of  the  moneys  colleeted  in  the  church 
and  elsewhere  by  the  churchwardens,  cDtries  of  which  are  to 
be  fouud  in  Ibis  book,  some  few  of  wbich  we  will  give  as  speci- 
mens: 

lest.  Galhmtid  Tor  Ibf  foot  •!  die  c(nRimiiiln&  tnble,  from      £   «.    d. 
Pwvion  SuDdaf  lo  Sun^  rTUc  MldMi«iDnilii]i,botl] 
Indualm  •  -  -  I    10    • 

In  the  same  year  the  following  distribution  took  place,  vix. : 

I.  J. 

Ginn  toJobn  Butynii,  lii  blmalchana  •  19 

KlDf'i  Klfn.  In  tier  n«c>->>1tf,  Ijifng  tn  eblMbad  9     • 

Glren  auto  Motber  Vemll  •  .  9     • 

Du.  U»tu  (HKir  l^iinvdle'a  wife  •  0     4 

The5c<itii*hiu(goon.l«rlK»linKotBlMr'o'iB*'        '    1 

The  collectors,  we  may  suppose,  were  officers  appointed  to 
catbcr  the  money  for  the  poor,  and  tUe  diurchwardcns  distri- 
buted it. 

In  1361  two  men  were  sent  to  Ynrmouth,  whitlier  the  fisher- 
men went  to  catch  herrings,  by  the  iissignment  of  Mr.  Mayor, 
to  be  on  the  quest  there,  who  were  paid  by  the  churchwardens 
the  sum  of  36*.  for  their  expenses. 

Incidentally  we  Icam  that  foreign  money  was  in  umc  nt  this 
timCt  as,  in  \s>5^.t,  we  find  the  churchwaidm  payin;^  n  hill  with 
twenty-sis  Fn-Mich  crowns  i  and  that  in  the  same  year  he  lost 
17«,  2td.  by  the  fall  of  money,  and  in  the  fuUowiuK  a  further  sum 
of  3j.  on  nine  pi^toletta  and  white  money  in  hta  bands  at  the 
time  of  the  falt^  and  fioally  thcchurchwurdcn,  in  I^Gu,  Itobcrt 
Skinocr,  informs  us  that  he  pnid  -it.  4d.  to  some  one  for  keep' 
tag  his  accounts,  as  he  could  neither  write  nor  ruad. 

>Vith  these  extracts  we  close  the  book  so  often  quoted,  havinf; 
to  express  our  regret  that,  in  Kpiu^  of  fretiuciit  utid  olusv  »carch 
among  the  recortls  of  the  town,  we  have  been  unable  to  diuxiver 
anyotlter;  and  tbus^  as  the  earliest  accounts  in  the  ehureb- 
ctiest  bear  date  a.d.  1710,  we  have  unfortunately  an  hiatus  of 
140  years,  winch  can  only  be  partially  supplied  by  the  registers 
of  births,  marriaRca.  aud  deaths  riuiniag  over  thes«  intervening 
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fian.     We  hmn  alicadjr  inMftai  sndi  putscolara  ■* ' 
wnrtiij  of  Dolioe  in  tboM  n^isim,  «nd  with  a  few  cvnurka 
tlmii  ire  fttull  eonclode  our  chimJb  imuirjf  so  &r  ■•  ibc 
the  nacTDth  c^nturr. 

Whether  an;  raeinMial  of  tba«e  mho  died  in  thU  penod  is 
leBUiiningip  the  chorcfa  it  ia  difficult  to  tay.  laloi^a 
prieal  wfti  buried  in  the  north  cbxoccl,  aad  his  grsTc  was  p«ved; 
but  we  cannot  pret«od  to  poiat  to  the  spot  which  coDUiai  hi* 
now  EBOuld«riti|r  rrauias. 

In  154o,on  March  I2tb,  was  buried  Master  WTtlTsm  IdoU, 
vicar  or  Rve  ;  but  bis  kst  reating-|dace  u  equallr  unkaowu. 

Id  the  north  chaooel  Ees  a  grarefttoite,  iato  which  onginaQj' 
were  let  >everai  bnues,  rgprMenting  a  father  and  mother  ami 
•e^-eo  children,  whom  traditJon  re^iorts  to  have  died  of  ihr 
league,  and  if  »o,  they  niusl  have  bceu  buried  some  time  troa 
A.D.  1644,  1579,  1580,  loW,  to  lo96,  in  all  of  which  ycani  tht> 
dire  ii)ala<Iy  ramgcd  the  town ;  but  we  cannot  Snd  auythiog  lo 
confirm  this  in  the  ref^atcra. 

At  the  north  end  of  the  transept  stand*  a  blue  stone  monu- 
menl,  with  ttiia  inscription: 

SMcVMor! 

Maluti  ViTlutci 

Onaltni'  MM  to  ta<  draldertOr 

PiCWTllU  PiUI. 

TbMB  ThTMla  d«  iMWbw  IB  Com.  SoMu.  Airav. 

£t 

Uxi»ri  ridua, 

Ann*,  Ftlift  ll^nrirl  U'aU(vnm>  Ae  StoaninfflMn, 

In  Com.  SuHes,  l><jult.  Anrnt. 

VMl  aJbor  pari  lain  anima  el  promiMa  wihitK  tuxplnt  (wrnb.    Cvteni  bom  My  I 

Omab  t'tga  qiiaeamtac  talii*.  at  (ulaot  buninai 

voUaatvo*  i:wlll>.     MnUlkCifi.  1,  t.  la. 

It  will  be  sppn  that  there  is  no  year  mentioned,  except  ao  I 

■»  it  19  supposes!  by  surni-  to  be  given  in  the  print-letters  ioti 

ducnl  (i«  shove.  Some  have  conjectured  these  to  signify  some 
period  in  the  tixti-enth  century;  but  this  we  cannot  ounwlvn 
quite  make  out.  Wc  hnvc  carefully  examined  the  regislen 
throiif^hout  this  and  the  fullowing  century,  but  hnvc  nut  met 
uiOi  tiiG  nnmr  of  Threcle,  unit  wc  almost  i|Hc»tio»  «hrthcr  be 
TriM  hurifii  Xwtc  at  nil,  nnlcsn  previously  In  I  S;>K,  thv  coin> 
mcnccmcnt  of  the  n-gisicD-  All  wc  can  make  nfihc  riatr  ts 
this  (supposing  the  li'tters  to  be  inserted  to  lell  it)  MDLLLJIll, 
tihicli  xvc  Khotiid  interpret  ItiSl;  wt  thuH,  M  one  thoiiKAud,  D 
five  hundred,  three  Ls  one  hundred  nuH  ^lly,  and  four  Is  four. 
\N'c  leave  its  further  invcBtigation  to  the  li-urticd  in  thcst-  nnu* 
u-rs,  and  give  the  followiog  Kiiglish  version  of  ihc  inscrip- 
tion : 
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SUjTwclIerl 

On  tbe  (ouiib  of  S«pl>-mh*t 

I>ieJ  Jobn  I'lirwlx,  in  xiia  full  Hoarr  sf  a  jc^rul  ■|[ei 

Mnluir  h>  vinur ; 

llumeinoiy  being  fondly  clirclthiKl  hy  all  Iw  lenbeblnd)  pBtUcnliitlybr 

lil>  Ktiilwf, 

TboiDuThfcele,  of  Lewintinm,  lii  UiuCountf  ofSuivM,  E*q. 

And 

lliiwliliiwr.)  M'Ko, 

Anne,  dauiiililfr  o(  [iMiry  WnUlrpaie,  o(  Stcjniiis, 

in  lilt  Coiiiilt  of  lituaet.  Kill. 

Hia  >oal  *llll  lltM  iirMir  iI^mIj,  und  (belnft  thfltlwd  tram  iiuniilmim)  tight  after  ILo 

prnnUv*.     Tht>  pntUi  covm  bt*  KRialnK. 

Tbanfon  wbatMoivr  you  wi-utd  Ihnl  mtn  abouU  do  auto  you, 

th*l  itiynu  unto  IL«n.     Mallli.  cIimi).  1,  t.  III. 

la  coDcliislon   we 
Threele'scpilaph: 


venture    (he    followii^  vcrsificatioQ    of 


stay,  Itnviillvr !  nnJ  Jnip  ann  trar 

O'nt  (bo  Irnil  dull  tbal  mautdentm* 

O'or  onp  oner  loivil,  ihaugb  atrnnitit  la  tanw  ; 

Of  grille  blTlb,  and  TbrMlo  bjr  name. 

Snntrti'd  In  thn  hloom  of  llfn  away. 

E'en  ill  Ibu  in>irriia){  of  bl*  day. 

]ii  TAin  \bv  moainiiig  fatbor  wnjya, 

WbtiB  b*n  Um  aun  uucourcioua  ilrm[« 

Not  e^  Um  anicuUb  of  tbo  «rir« 

Ou  c'«f  brlnit  back  tbo  dnd  lo  life. 

Mil  iplhl  <all  hL>  liiii  l'<in[itcD) 

lUiratr*  oai  bti  (iod  In  liraTen  ; 

And  wblte  th«  taul  Ut  benrvn  bM  flown, 

Hh  moUior-aartb  lake*  bock  bsr  o«n. 

(T.  iRiTot.r*,  maiiorfojiie. 

Jobiiaiiiw  IlitrU,  Anplfc.  nobtll  famine  Siuwil*  urtD>,blc  JBt(^. 

Visit  wiiN  ad  annual  wxagr^iioum  (viUiud  | 

MortDiu  tt%  «exlo  dio  Uctobrli, 

Aniio  dunilnl  lOOtt. 

Sfjnn^iir't  Surrey  ofhuadon,  pMitkrH  ITM. 

Wc  pvc  the  above,  as  being  confirmntory  of  the  fact  of  the. 
Threclea,  or  ThrelU,  being  «  family  of  some  note  in  Sussex  at ' 
tlic  com  me  11  cement  of  thcsevcntceulli  century. 

Horsficld  Mys,  ihc  family  ofThrcclc  resided  at  BexliiU,  bftving 
possessions  there  in  1634. 

Wc  now  proceed  to  tbe  scveDteenlh  ccutury,  and  Uv  before 
our  readers  such  extiHcts  bom  the  registers  as  may  be  likely  lo 
intertsi  Oitia. 

In  the  monllis  of  January,  February,  March,  Suptcuiher, 
Octo1>er,  and  December,  \C26,  not  a  single  marriage  was  cele- 
brated in  the  church  of  Rye. 

10i>U,  Sept.  ItOtb,  wns  buried  a  child  of  Hannah  Aonotts, 
which  was  murdered  by  her;  and  on  October  !fth,  a  man  of 
Ofttend,  who  was  murdered  in  the  street  by  Captain  John  Bolt, 
an  Osicnder. 


fiO« 
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In  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell  a  law  was  passed  makinjj 
mtrriaee  a  civil  contract^  and  a  ref^iitrar  vta  Appointed  to  re- 
cord the  corcmonj*  whenever  it  took  plnre.  It  was  W  virtue  of  1 
tbi»  law  that  the  elder  Jeakc  was  elected  rcf^iatrar  Hy  the  pa-  t 
nshioaen  on  September  35th,  nod  his  election  conHrm(>d  hy  ^ 
the  mayor  and  jumis  on  October  20th,  1653,  which  oilice  he  ^ 
held  until  October  Uc,  1656,  when  he  resigned  it,  and  Rit^hurd 
Wilson  waa  chown  in  his  Btead.  The  latter  held  it  to  March  , 
1st,  1658,  when  he  ^re  up  the  register  into  the  hands  of  the  i 
Rev.  John  Allen,  mmistcr  of  Rye,  by  whom  parties  were  after- 
wards married.  ' 

Under  the  reiri<itr.irflhip  we  have  the  following  marriage,  en^H 
tcrvd  in  the  church  rc^^istcr:  ^H 

"  1653,  Feb.  «ih.  John  Batchclor  and  Elizabeth  Hollybonc    ~ 
were  married  before  Thomas  Palmer,  one  of  the  jurats  of  Ry< 
in  the  presence  of  George  Waltell  and  others. 

(Signed)  "Thomas  Palmer. 

USOROE  U'aTTBIjI 
ARTBUn  DiBR." 

1656,  Doc.  2d.  Francis  Gill  and  William  Grogcrvill,  tw3 
soldiers  on  guard  nt  Strand-gate,  broke  open  n  reliar,  and  drank 
80  much  strong  waters  n;^  mndc  ais  men  dead  drunk.  Groger- 
vill  never  came  to  himself,  and  Gill,  the  corporal,  going  liia 
rotmds,  fell  down  and  broke  his  skidl.  Tlicy  were  buried  to- 
gether in  one  grave  j  no  fthot  (ircd  over  them,  and  ao  o. 
attending  but  the  bearers. 

These  men  brought  thomsclve.^  to  a  disgraceful  end,  and  (he 
were  buried  without  those  honours  usuatly  paid  to  meritorious 
soldiers. 

At  this  period  it  was  still  customary  to  fast  in  Lent,  after  (he 
fashion  of  the  Romnn  Cfttholic  church,  nor  ivas  any  one  allowed 
to  eat  meat  without  permission  from  the  priest,  as  this  eulry 
fully  shows : 

*'  I  GfiO,  March  ISth.  Licence  for  cuting  flesh  in  Lent.  Mrs. 
Mary  Thomas  is  permitted,  by  >irtue  of  the  statute  of  2  E.  VI, 
6  and  19  Eliz,,  to  cat  flesh  for  the  recovery  of  her  hcaltti,  being 
notoriously  ill  and  weak.     This  licence  to  continue  for  c^ 
days,  without  her  being  punished  according  to  law. 

"  John  Allbn,  Minister." 

In  ICS5  waa  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantes,  in  Fron 
which  was  the  withdrawal  of  the  protection  of  the  governmcai 
from  the  Huguenots,  or  Protestants  of  that  country,  and  in  con 
sequence  of  which  many  fled  to  England,  and  several  to  the 
town  of  Rye. 

In  1681  wc  find  these  two  French  names,  OehanseBll  and 
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Ti™  .ii...-  ...^..^  at  Ibis  time,  or  were  dcBcendint* 

I-  reign  of  Eliznbcith. 
"••I  '■■  ■  carv,  we  meet  with  many  more,  a» 

■.mes  GiiioD,  a  French  liaherraan}   I 
,  i-i^l.  * 

.    I'clcr  Robert;  Renautl. 
'iorrutv,  a  i)Brl)cr-chinirgcou}  Peter 
vho  died  in  )ti99. 

*c  u(  the  churrh  in  the  aeTonteenth 
ceount ;  but  from  n  memoTMwIum  in 
■V.  EJward  Wilaon,  who  became  the 
1 1,  \VG  may  rnncluile  it  was  in  a  vciT 
iimong  other  things  «vbich  we  thaU 
ifter,  he  tells  us,  "  that  he  ncw-bnilt 
»  was  dccaywl  in  the  time  of  Mr. 
vrnt,  and  pulled  down  by  bis  imme- 
It  :erl  Braddhaw)  in  !70l ;  thai  he  oh* 
'ipai.  of  the  church  in  1702,  which,  by 
^  .cnC,  wax  repau%d  and  beuutificd  the  year 
following,  A.I).  1763;  that  lbs  brief  broti^t  tn  nearly  400/. 
clcAT :  the  rest  vn%  coWfictcA  by  aasesamcnt  in  parlinment  in 
four  or  five  yean,"  By  the  rest  we  suppose  him  to  mean  the 
flunt,  wlifitcvcr  it  wiu,  which  was  laid  out  on  the  repairs  of  the 
chureh  beyond  the  400/  collected  by  the  brief. 

This  opinion  of  the  stale  of  the  chureh  is  corroborated  by  this 
inscription,  on  the  outride  of  the  gable  of  the  south  transept, 
which  is  contained  within  the  framework  of  four  red  bricka : 


^^^Hfctis 


(IIP  cfirt  iiLi, 


16     C  W     99 
W.  E.     R.  C. 


By  this  it  would  seem,  that  In  this  year  the  MUtli  tranwpt 
underwent  rcpmrs,  which  coat  the  parish  20O/,,  as  is  set  forth 
in  a  petition  which  was  presented  to  Queen  Anne  in  the  first 
year  of  her  rrign,  and  which  furiliiT  atntcs,  that  they,  the  miniii- 
ter,  churchwftfdcns,  and  inhabitants,  in  spite  of  this  cost,  found 
the  church  in  so  ruinous  a  condition,  that  they  were  fearful  to 
asacmblc  therein  to  hear  divine  service ;  nnd  that,  from  poverty, 
beinff  vmablc  to  do  more,  they  praycil  her  Miijesty  to  grant  let- 
ters patent  to  collect  moneys,  and  which  prayer,  aa  we  have  MCn 
above,  was  granted. 

Tuwards  the  beaulifyin^  of  the  rhurrh  it  was  that  Mr. 
Southwell}  one  of  the  owmbers  for  the  town^  presented  that 
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handsome  and  irell-paintcd  coat  of  the  roynl  lUms  which  now 
ban;^  at  the  east  end  of  the  nave,  facing  the  great  vest  window, 
the  gift  of  which  is  thus  recorded  immediately  over  them  : 

Ex  Dano 
L  Prx-naUli*  Vit\ 

I  Edmnli   Soulli«ell 

I  MDCL'IV. 

At  the  foot  of  the  arms  are  these  words,  *'  Semper  eadem;" 
but  aa  we  do  not  «ec  what  reference  they  have  to  them,  we  sup- 
pose they  must  form  the  motto  of  the  donor. 

At  what  precise  time  the  arches  bctweeu  the  centre  choir  and 
its  witiirs  were  clowsl  we  have  been  unable  to  discover  ;  but  pro- 
bably It  was  when  the  Proiesiiuit  rcli-non  xvas  finally  esta- 
blished, i»  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  when  new  forms  and  cere- 
monies being  adopted,  and  the  nave  aupcrscdiuj^  in  a  greiU 
measure  the  choir;  when  the  tables  containing  the  Crved, 
Lfird'a  Prayer,  and  Ten  Uommandcienis  were  put  up,  the  altar 
pulled  down,  and  the  performance  of  di%'ineBer\-icp  grodually  re- 
moved from  the  choir  to  the  body  of  the  church.  It  was  in 
16*);t,  probably,  that  the  first  large;  window  was  erected  at  the 
•outli  end  of  the  transept,  and  the  clcre  story  done  away  with. 
From  this  time  the  alterations  ceased  to  be  improvements,  each 
8uecv!>sivc  churchwarden  indulging  hts  own  crude  ideas  of 
architecture,  until  now,  in  I84.i,  an  improved  taste  has  sprung 
up,  and  the  altenitiims,  gciieruliy  snwikin^,  arc  decided  im- 
provements, being  restorations  of  tnc  original  design  of  the 
church. 

We  have  stated  that  the  first  boolc  aAer  1570  is  the  church- 
wardens* rate-book,  commencing  a.d.  17IQ;  but  the  5rst,  con- 
taining any  account  i>r  the  expenditure  only  begins  A. D.  171  A-  In 
what  year  the  accounts  ceased  tn  be  kept  in  the  custody  of  the 
mayor  and  cor])«ration  wc  cannot  trace;  but  from  the  following 
intrcMiuction  to  those  of  Pit),  when  they  were  kept  by  the 
churchwardens  themselves,  there  i«  j>ood  reason  to  believe  they 
had  been  previously  in  «  very  disorderly  state: 

"  Thia  book  was  provided  at  tlic  charge  and  by  the  order  of 
the  inhahitante  of  llyc,  to  be  the  original  book  for  all  public 
assessments  made  towanis  the  repairs  of  the  church  of  Uyc.  in 
the  year  1710;  and  no  usjicjsmenta  for  the  future  arw  to  be 
diowed  but  what  arc  writ  in  this  or  some  other  book  kept  for 
the  pitri)oee. 

"  Edwatid  Wilson,  Vicar. 

«JoHNTAV..on,     P-  Wardens." 
It  appears  as  if  the  eoclesiaaticai  oflairs  of  the  town  were  iu  a 
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cliaotic  state  on  Mr.  WtUoa  becoming  vicar  of  tbc  parish,  and 
that  he  reduced  both  the  building  and  the  accounts  to  order. 

Ill  1718  we  h»v<;  thv  roUottdng  mfmorflndum  of  the  Rev. 
Edward  Wilson :  "  That  the  two  seats  in  the  great  c hunccl 
were  built  oiil^  by  loavc,  and  not  of  right  ;  and  that  the  pvrNons 
who  built  then)  have  no  right  to  dispone  of  them,  but  are  to 
remove  them  when  1  or  tbc  rector  or  lessee  of  tbc  parsonage 
shaU  think  Su" 

The  rectory  was  then  held,  as  now,  by  the  Bishop  of  Win* 
Chester ;  but  wus  rented  by  the  vicar. 

At  this  time,  1718,  there  vere  tttill  chimes  in  tbe  dock,  and 
another  bell  wa's  added,  niakin^;  the  number  siic.  Down  to  tbe 
close  of  1570  we  only  found  four;  therefore  between  these  two 
dates  u  fiflh  niUBt  have  been  put  up,  and  now  a  sixth,  and  so 
they  continued  until  1 775,  wheu  a  new  set  of  eight  wax  hung  in 
tbc  belfry,  and  remoiD  there  at  this  time.  In  1717  tbc  bell- 
founders  were  paid  iOL  as  (heir  lust  payment,  having  been  paid 
40/.  the  year  before,  so  that  the  whole  six  were  now  new  cast, 
and  coal  Wl/.     TbL7  nerc  cast  at  Baltic, 

The  churchwardens  aiill  coutinued  to  entertain  tbe  bishop  on 
bis  coming,  a«  an  entry  in  1731  shows  u  charge  for  wine  pur- 
chased on  this  nceasiou  of  one  guinea. 

Several  charges  now  occur  for  venuia,  it  having  been  cus- 
lomai^',  till  wilbin  the  last  few  years,  to  nay  4d.  for  every  hedge- 
hog, and  3(/.  jurr  do/^-n  for  Hpiirrow  heiicU,  these  animals  being 
considfred  very  detrinienlal  to  the  farmers. 

Fri)ni  Kaster,  17;)-1,  u>  Ea^ti-r,  \T-i^>,  tbe  sacrament  was  only 
administered  six  limes,  viz.  June  Utb,  August  1  Itli,  September 
29th,  ChmtmaR-dny,  Good  Friday,  niul  Ea*(er-dny. 

The  bells  were  ning  on  the  following  days :  January  20tb, 
March  1st,  April  loth,  June  loth,  October  IlOth,  and  Novem- 
ber oth. 

Tlic  average  expenditure  from  1716  to  173.5,  being  '20  years, 
was  about  4'.;/.,  judging  from  tbc  16^ven  in  the  book,  in  uhich 
five  are  missing. 

The  assessment  was  rained  partly  by  rate  and  partly  by 
abiUty  down  to  this  time,  and  was  allowed  sometimes  by  tbe 
surrogate  and  sonictinies  by  the  chitncvllor  of  the  dior«»c. 

Sccnig  how  much  monuy  was  laid  out  on  the  rcpaini  of  the 
church  in  1699,  again  in  1  '(>'2,  and  lastly  on  the  new  belU,  one 
would  naturally  nave  cxiKctvd  to  Hnil  the  edifice  in  audi  a 
sound  stnte  as  not  to  re<)uirc  any  additional  outlay  for  many 
ycnm  to  come.  But  such  is  not  the  case,  fur  in  the  two  years 
between  Easter,  1736,  and  Kaster,  17J7,  there  waa  no  Icfis  a 
sum  than  -IStj/,  thus  applied.  The  nccountg  do  not  specify 
where  the  repairs  took  place;  but  seeing  tlie  charges  are  for 
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Portland  ston«,  liin«,  sand,  and  mason^e  n-ork,  together  n-itb 
timber,  iron  worii,  and  glauers'  bills^  ste  are  inclined  to  think 
the  expenditure  waa  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  nt  the  west  cod. 
In  \~3o  the  Dorth-wcat  })'uinacle  \raa  pulled  doirn,  and  so  pro- 
bably was  the  south-west,  for  they  seem  to  have  been  rebuilt  at 
tlie  aame  period,  uiid  of  Portland  »t()ne.  The  west  window, 
tbough  the  framework  is  of  wood,  in  incfosed  with  Portlvid 
stoiie^  and  the  nest  door  is  similarly  tturrounded. 

The  vorka  must  hare  been  tliouicht  of  some  importance,  as  a 
Bur\'cyor  was  paid  five  guineas  fur  hin  plana  and  directions. 

To  meet  these  expenses  they  borrowed  the  uum  of  3201. 

In  17.52  the  churchwnrdcns  horrowed  '28(1/.,  the  j^rcaier  [lait 
of  which  was  laid  out  in  repairs;  and  in  the  following  year 
added  \26l,  to  their  debt,  the  expenditure  of  the  latter  being 
ncorty  400/. 

In  the  corporation  booki>,  dated  \ov.  9lh,  1759,  is  the  follfiw- 
ing  memorandum :  "  Orclcrcd,  that  the  committee  view  the  pew 
in  the  church  in  which  the  mayor  and  jurats  sit,  and  have  the 
aamo  n^paircd  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  think  fit,  and  the 
expense  of  such  repairs  is  to  be  paid  and  borne  by  this  cor- 
poration." 

In  this  same  year  Thomas  Lamb,  Esq.,  presented  the  brass 
chandelier  now  hingiuff  In  the  church,  opposite  the  pulpit,  as 
appears  from  this  inscription  on  it : 

Ex  Di>na  Tliorai£  Lftmb,  Mitt. 

And  in   1762   several  large   liAndsomely*  hound  Prayer-book* 

were  presented  to  the  mayor  and  jurats,  and  still  adorti  tlie  pcw 

in  which  they  sit,  as  this  inscription  in  gilt  letters  on  the  coven 

shows :  -~. 

TbefCiflof  John  Xnrrli.  jiin.,  £«).,  of  Hi>ni)i«tniH, 
Ure  Ibaniantl  WTen  bundred  and  ilily-ltra. 

Ue  was  the  member  for  the  town,  which  hia  father  had  pre- 
viously represented  in  several  parliaments. 

lu  1758  the  churchwardens  paid  otl'  125/.  of  their  debt,  and 
borrowed  80/.  in  1762  of  the  Friendly  Society  of  Rye,  which  they 
again  paid  in  1764;  while  in  1707  they  got  completely  out  of 
debt-  In  1774  is  a  heavy  charge  for  lead  ;  but  where  used  the 
book  says  not.     It  nniountei)  to  3.3/. 

It  was  the  year  1T76,  on  Satunlay,  July  25th,  that  first  saw 
the  belfry  of  the  chtirclt  of  Rye  gmced  with  eight  l>eila;  the  six 
old  ones  were  recast,  and  two  new  ones  added,  the  whole  cx- 
nenae  of  which  was  munificently  borne  by  Thomas  Ijimb,  Esq. 
Tlifdc  bi-lU  lu-c  numbered,  and  bear  respectively  the  foUowiug 
inscriptions : 
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If  jou  hm  ■  JodidoM  par, 

Youll  own  mf  mlot!  U  irvAelaiuI  clear. 

■C<:nit  II  Rri-L. 
tf  y»u  haVB  •  joijlctoiu  mr, 
Vmll  own  B>j  V0lc*  bi  (vvrt  miiI  elnnr. 

THttn    RKLL. 

Wblletliiu  we  join  ill  f  bwtdU  Mmml, 

Mb;  lOM  anil  Inydty  itbiiiind. 

raiDHH   lELi.. 
&<ich  wondnftu  puwer  to  iniwlc'*  ffitv, 
M  elcvaiw  thaaoul  to  hoana. 

nrtH  Mil. 
Vii  |i(y>|ili>  nil,  i«bu  lii^ni  tne  rInR, 
lie  (iiltMitl  (a  jour  CimI  und  king. 

•IXTB   n-LL. 
Pmc«  and  good  ovlKlibinitbiMd. 

iCTKWTR  BRLt. 
V«  rlfiK«ti  on.  Wba  priM 
ViiiiT  li«allb  itni]  iin|>plnnu. 

And  jrou'll  Uio  *uni»  |>otit<n. 
XiailTM   BBU- 

Ji  wedlock  teinl  all  je  wbojoin, 

WHh  tan4«  uid  IwnU  anile ; 
8»  (lull  our  tuneful  tonguM  oomUiu 

TolmltbiniiiiMinto. 

In  the  belfrj-  sre  placed  the  following  lines,  which  wc  give  as 
a  specimen  of  cbe  customs  prcvaleut  atuoDg  ringers : 

Thli  u  •  heUij  tlinl  1*  frco 
Pot  all  U»M«  men  Ihit  rlill  b«  ; 
And  If  jron  picaic  to  cbims  ot  ling, 
II  ifl  snrrjpleatointtbln^. 
Tlwn  It  DO  nuslc  plajr'd  or  roa( 
Like  nnla  brlb  wtieii  the;  •!«  nmg. 
Tbcn  ring  your  belU  wcU,  ll  jou  ub  : 
Sfltnca  I*  JMit  hor  erajr  man  ; 
But  11  yon  ring  In  tpnr  ur  bat, 
StipBiiM  JOU  |«y  (b«  »ir<;  of  ihal] ; 
And  If  a  b«II  jftu  o*«itbmw, 
M<i*l  puf  a  gtoat  before  jou  go. 

The  following  were  written  by  an  old  ringer^  by  the  name  of 
Rjch.ird  Fuller: 

Farrwell,  ye  rU^ten— all ,  adl«a  * 
I  <an  eDju;  uo  BOfr;  of  jou : 
Mj-  lime  U  halting  Qui  awa;. 
For  I  an  gotnit  todemr; 
Aad  M  are  j«a,  'U«  known  M,\  w«ll. 
For  oA  *e  liaar  (La  lanitw  bvll. 
Tli«n  lUoL  ordealb.mr  Irlendj,  laafi 
How  noD  Kv  May  b«  cnli'd  awaf ! 
I  f  ttnpmparRd— ob,  dlxDnl  fate ! 
Ittt  lu  ivpfnt  (TV  'lis  loo  lal*; 
And  lo  tb<  Lgtil  for  incttT  ooU, 
Tknlfeein«**n!  and  MeM  ainll. 

33 


614 


BCCLftSIASTlOAI.  HlSTOaY. 


In  the  years  1777  snd  1778  the  roofs  of  the  aisle*  unclcrwcnt 
eonsideraule  repairs,  amountinp  to  upwards  of  3(K)V.,  when  the 
olil  U'n<l  fctclieJ  1 1*/.  Tliese  roofs  are  flat,  and  covered  with 
lead.  The  churchiMirdfiis  borrowed  lOOA  to  help  pay  the  ex- 
pcDftVft,  u-liici)  aum  they  repaid  in  1783. 

Almut  A.D.  KUD,  perhnpH  n  little  before,  tbc  great  wcat  dow 
wan  closed,  and  a  low  fiat  gallery  erected  for  the  con\-cniencc  of 
the  choir,  which  was  then  conducted  by  the  late  Nathaniel 
Ppoeter,  Ksq,,  who  led  the  singers  with  the  violin.  In  IHl  I  s 
barrel  organ  nns  [)1uccd  in  this  gallcrir-,  and  in  Iftl3  aeals  were 
built  on  either  side  of  it,  rising  gradually  from  the  front  back  U> 
the  window,  fur  the  accommodation  of  the  parish  children,  for 
the  girls  on  one  8idc  and  the  boys  on  the  other;  oud  thus  this 
gallery-  continued  until  m39,  when  it  was  rvmoveil,  and  a  new 
otie  aubstitutcd  in  its  place,  raised  sufficiently  high  to  allow  of 
pew8  being  built  underneath,  and  of  the  west  door  being  once 
more  opened.  Thus  it  remains  at  present,  and  it  is  lo  be  hoped 
that  uo  Goth  or  Vandal  nuiy  henceforth  be  found  ever  ngnin  to 
close  it  J  for  the  beauties  ofourcathedralsand  large  churches  can 
never  be  so  fully  developed  as  they  are  when  entered  at  the 
weatem  extremity  of  them. 

We  have  seen  uo  record  of  the  first  erection  of  the  soiitbi 
commoidy  called  the  Poor  Man's  Gallery.  The  original  struc- 
ture of  our  old  churches  was  never  inii-ndcd  to  admit  of  the  sad 
disfigurement  of  a  gnilciy,  so  completely  obstructive  of  all  their 
interior  beauty;  therefore  we  may  conclude  ita  date  to  be  not 
earlier  than  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  and  probably  not  until  aHer 
tills  time.  At  first  it  did  not  occupy  more  than  two  of  the 
arches  at  the  eastern  end  ;  but  at  some  subsequent  period  was 
carried  through  the  adjoining  western  one. 

In  181 1,  great  complaint  having  been  made  by  many  of  the 
paritiliiuncrH  of  want  of  accommodntion  in  the  church,  it  was 
agreed,  at  n  vcstrj-  held  for  the  purpose  on  May  5th,  that  ocr- 
tain  persons,  who  were  willing  to  do  so,  were  to  nave  fuUliber^, 
as  far  as  they  could  give  it,  to  erect  a  gallery,  at  their  own 
expense,  on  the  north  side  of  the  church,  on  condition  that  they 
should  always  keep  the  same  in  repair ;  and  accordingly  the 
gallery  now  standing  there  was  so  erected. 

\Vc  should  noc  have  expected  to  see  any  memorial  in  the 
churchwardens'  accounts  of  the  mutiny  of  the  fleet  at  the  Nore  i 
but,  however,  it  is  there  recorded,  that  in  1798  they  paid  the 
ringers  5i.  for  rinpng  "  on  the  suppression  of  the  mutiny  at  the 
Norc." 

The  communion  tabic  is  of  mahogany,  very  mnswve,and  beau- 
tifully carved,  said,  together  with  the  clock  and  pendulum,  to 
have  been  taken  in   the  Spanish  Armada,  and    presented   by 
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Qneen  Elizabctli  tollie  town  of  Rye.  But  of  Ihie,  we  regret  to 
say,  wi*  hiive  our  Jouhut,  an  we  fiud  no  renord  of  tlie  gift.  We 
have  soon  thai  ihu  church  had  a  cluck  lung  auterior  us  this  time, 
1  ;)88 ;  niul  the  tradition  of  the  hnM  crnunon  has  nlao  b«eii  nhown 
to  be  fftbtdous,  ia  our  chapter  ou  the  tocul  htstorr  of  the  town. 
Wc  certainly  have  lost  the  church  records  from  lo70  to  1710; 
but  it  is  fair  (o  suppose  that  some  record  of  these  valuable  prc- 
ficnts,  if  they  had  really  been  made,  would  have  bwn  di.*oovcrcd. 
There  is  another  Tcrsion  of  the  (pft,  which  is,  that  a  privateer, 
fitted  out  from  tlie  port  of  Rye,  captured  a  Spanish  vessel  from 
America,  having  this  identical  tabic  on  board,  nhich  tras 
brought  Co  Rye,  purchased  by  oue  of  the  Lamb  family,  and  pre- 
sented to  the  church. 

The  entire  length  of  the  interior  of  the  sacred  edifice,  from  the 
tvest  door  to  the  cast  window  in  the  chnncci,  is  l^it  feet,  that  ia, 
from  the  west  door  to  ihc  centre  of  the  easternmost  arch  of  the 
nave,  74  feet;  from  the  latter  to  the  centre  of  the  west  arch  of 
the  chancel  23  feet ;  and  from  thi.sarch  to  the  east  window  Hi  feet. 
The  length  of  the  transept,  from  north  to  south,  is  77  feet,  and  the 
width  from  east  to  west  TZ  fret.  The  kngth  of  the  north  or  Saint 
Clare's  chance!  is  62  feet ;  the  width  2!  f^t.  The  length  of  the 
south  or  Saint  iS'icholaa's  chancel  is  G'.^  feet ;  itsHidth'JI  feet. 
Early  in  this  year,  \^if>,  two  of  the  beams  in  thchighchancclbe- 
inKfound  defective,  they  were  removed,  and  two  of  ;Vfrican  oak 
substituted  in  their  place.  They  rest  on  stone  corbels,  and  being 
Tarnished,  while  the  others  having  been  cleansed  from  the  white- 
waah  which  before  disfiffurcd  them,  and  also  varuished,  they  have 
a  Te¥y  handaome  appearance.  This  wna  done  at  the  ex|>(-iiM^  of  the 
Bisliop  rf  Wiuchesler,  haviuK  cost  about2(Kl/.  We  nave  shown 
that  beams  were  put  in  this  chancel  300  years  ago,  and  ihiit  ihcy 
were  iKiintcd.  On  scraping  off  the  whitewash,  paint  was  visible 
underneath,  leading  to  tlie  (inclusion  that  thes«  were  tlie  iileii- 
tical  beams  then  erected  there.  In  the  hollow  of  one  of  tlic 
beams,  which  was  much  decayed,  was  a  live  rat,  when  it  was 
lukcn  down,  and  which  escaped,  llicrc  is  a  saying  expressirc 
of  the  humble  fare  to  be  found  in  a  church ;  "  as  poor  as  a 
church  mouse;"  whether  rats  cjm  subsist  on  harder  food  than 
mice  we  cannot  determine;  but  in  the  sixteenth  century  we 
meet  with  charges  for  nilHbune,  and  to  this  day  (here  arc  simiUir 
vermin  ;  hut  how  they  ascend  to,  or  descend  from,  the  beams 
•ecras  ■  difHctilt  problem  to  solve,  and  equally  difficult  is  it  to 
my  what  constituicK  their  food. 

It  i»  rather  singular,  btii  the  nave  doc«  not  range  in  a  straif;ht 
line  with  the  high  chancel,  so  that,  as  one  enters  the  we!«l  door, 
the  perspective  's  considerably  injured  ;  but  the  real  difference 
ia  not  BO  great  as  the  apparent,  for,  on  examination,  we  fiod  the 
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true  bearing,  by  coronass,  to  be  as  fallons:  east  winilow  due 
east;  west  ditto,  west  dv  north,  that  h,  the  latter  is  about  half 
a  |ioinl  too  fnr  to  the  north. 

Having  now  conii»lel*-d  our  sun'cy  of  the  interior  and  exterior 
of  the  e<^dcMnsticat  structure  down  to  the  present  time,  let  us 
rcvcrl  to  the  sevcnteeulh  century  und  cxuniiue  whether  there 
nre  any  scjinlchml  manuments  of  this  crii.  Entering  within 
the  commutiiun  rails  for  this  purpose  vrc  shall  sec,  towards  the 
eastern  extremity,  a  thit  stone  uaving  a  broHR  on  it  representing 

t~  ■  mnlv  ligtirr  in  ii  Honing  robi>,  dcsignatine  his  of&cc  of  mayor, 

which  he  often  (illcd;  his  himds  are  clasped  as  though  ia 
prayer.  Around  the  verge  of  the  stone  was  formerly  a  narrow 
Btrin  of  brass,  bearing  an  inseription  which  is  now  in  an  im- 
perfect state  [  the  following  words  are  etill  remnioing ;  «  Here 
licth  the  body  of  Thomas  llamon,  who  departed  oa  tlic  20th 
doyofJtdy,  A.D.  1607." 
The  following  lines  are  on  a  brass  below  the  figure  : 


Loci  TlioniM  llnmon  hen;  iptcr'd  ilolh  tje, 
Ttitico  burireiu  Iut  Uii^  pnrliunii^Lit  rkclinl: 

Six  tiiDV*,  hj  itrrrniiiri"!  rliinnr.  moilr  nin^nr  o(  Rje, 
Arul  miilnlri,  1uiii(  Itiui*.  ut  lb«  bniiil  nelecM. 

WhoM  pdirt^TMW.riiufjiitn.jimtlw.itnitHj, 

UMun  a  monuiiK^nl  of  nuiimnj. 


"  Captaiu  of  the  band,"  as  most  of  our  readere  arc  aware, 
means  of  the  train  baud,  the  militia  of  the  town,  in  ancient 
limes,  ere  standing  armies  were  known. 

In  the  Kouth-uest  corner,  witliin  the  rails,  is  another  stone 
on  vluch  originally  there  was  a  brass  figure  of  n  mtn  and  one 
of  a  notnai),  out  no  pun  of  it  is  now  remaining  to  indicate  the 
imine  of  the  dead  who  reposes  beneath  it;  whde  in  the  north- 
west angle  is  a  third,  still  bearing  three  brasses  rcprcsontiiig 
coats  of  arms,  seeming  to  imply  the  person  or  nereons  beneath 
must  have  been  of  some  iinportiincc  when  living;  but  un- 
fortunately the  brass,  which  might  have  given  us  this  iofor- 
mation,  has  been  torn  awny. 

'I'he  precise  date  of  these  last  tombs  cannot,  perhaps,  now 
be  traced  unless  the  arms  may  chance  to  t>e  known  to  some 
herald  of  antiquity;  but  wc  shoidd  suppose  they  munt  have 
been  placed  here  some  time  anterior  to  the  middle  of  the 
seventeenth  century,  because  it  was  then  the  IHiriiaiis,  in  the 
excess  of  their  hatred  against  image  Morship,  rudely  disfigured 
the  innocent  memoriolH  of  the  dead.  Part  of  a  vciy  old  monu- 
ment lies  near  that  of  Thomas  Haroon,  half  of  it  evidently 
inisung  at  the  time  or  taken  away  to  make  room  for  the  latter. 
It  bore  an  inscription  round  the  verge  with  a  few  letters  in  old 
English. 
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Id  Saini  Clare's  chancel  is  this  ; 

TboniM  CroMth  Gaul. 

A  lorn  of  faUklng  >ml  of 

Tbe  Cbntcb  at  liMghni  ; 

Hflving  Mrnml  the  oBlce  ol 

Major  III  ibe  town  of  Itjc 

■nnntl  jen», 

1>wmMd  Aog.  Tib,  IflHi,  ag«<]  W  rr»t<. 

RcMirgun. 

In  the  centre  of  the  high  chancel,  on  a  Urge  durlc-blue  stone, 
having  on  ibc  top  a  coat  of  arms,  in  this  inscription; 

In  baiil  <iiH  imurfClionli  lu)  rtlam  nlernam,  juitn  tiiir  mnrmnt  n<([n>e>nitt 
(iuli^tmiu  Bflriiam,  An  nunlclplo  boe,  pbannacopota  [Vlt  •inffobirf  ■i>- 
defUi,  iirobitnte  ae  U^,  ctanntui),  qai  dc  bac  >iU  diiioea>it,  JoiW  IV*,  An 
1891,  ifUV*  43. 

BtBlfMbcibn,  <lu1ivLnl  Strelton  ile  Tcntcrden  In  a^iirniil.  Gen.  fltla.  yra- 
dlch)  <Sii11«lii)o  BnrbHOi,  die  Se|it.  39",  Ann.  \6^»,  iiiii>u  cut  |ii'|>«rit  niiloa 
diMia  «l  Un  nttu,  ilx.  MarUoi,  Simunnni.  Elitsbcttnun,  Gulletmam  at 
JnCobQin,  ^Wj  cum  <it1iiil«Tpiii  fsam  s^ra  «uttliiiii)r4i»(,  nwr  niiriu*  aiirfOTus 
onlail  taon  ilglom  oor^xtcia  confiKU,  turluri*  xl  insloi  flitrhi,  itmlns  "t 
Ilb<;il9  R'Udii,  ad  vvnjugpai  m rllui  faUcluuMn  lubcn*  fvHUuiiitl,  Firb.  Xl*, 
Ann.  lUfti,  vtaUn  iiiir  13. 

Nccnun  Ellubrtlia,  jtwillcll  OolielMiI  »!  fiUiab«t)m  ftba,  nolo  miniflia.  qu*. 
frilx  in  morfai  lul,  luaitUr  abdanBltll,  DMambrtt  13°,  Ann.  I  dBa,  vUtla 
auaX. 

XC  ETIAM. 

Oollelinaf.  pncdictt  Gallvlml  at  Blliatwtbs  Kllua  natu  muiiniai.  At  notft  Rom- 
lief  In  Com.  Caotli.  Gnn.  Qui  iluni  iht  |]Oi1tiin  hujiia  o|i{>i<)i  iiJ  iillpilii- 
ram  larbim,  notla  equilnn*  conimtur  ;  Icmiviilnlt?  lublln  eionl,  llmu  «t 
BiidU  abralti>i>,  mrollcitcr  perllt,  dl«  Apr.  X'.  An.  Iin,  obitte  30. 

VIr  fait  exfmift  platate,  Induli*.  InlqpllatB  «l  conatanliii ;  p*(«ii(«in  nhwrran- 
tlaaloiliu,  fratrla  M  MRiniin  omantlidnHW ;  ba  nnilcoa  camliilii'  kI  ttacnmt. 
In  «aHM»  beni^niM. 

Quofun  nmoiUD  maxua  ntgaoin  hoc  anoili  at  ^raubiillul*  lUMtta,  monn- 
menlnM  kwdIhid*. 

NB.  SB.  JB. 

RUVIHIJt. 

Sri  rirtd*  (MiA  (oaern  ilvtl ; 

ModaiDMiUlin  *m  |H'n»vnii» 
Rag*"'!'*"  ■*'■■  pyi«n<'diiin  nllliii : 
Qnod  fiM  bnbrT  ddax,  an[  ai|ullu  ImjMilena 
Pawl  I  dkumf,  aut  InnuaMrabilb 
Aanomn  aatirt  et  fogs  bmporatiwi. 

W'e  subjoin  a  translation  ; 

In  Ow  btanad  haue  oj  n  nunim:ti<in  to  the  life  elerniil.  ocnr  Ihia  alnuR  mis 
Wlitun  Baniain.  u(  Ub  biam,  ainwem  (■  nan  of  aliifiiilnt  nuMkalfi  «■■• 
dwml  Willi  probit;  and  (inrorilf ).  who  itcfMrlni  Ibl*  1lf#,  Jiity  IHtb,  in  tba 
year  of  onr  Lord  IKM,  and  of  hti  nit«  tk)  ISd. 

And  Kllubolb,  dnuKlilar  of  H'llliam  SIrrlton,  of  TantffdMi,  i«  \ha  ruuiilj  of 
Kant,  gent.,  who  waa  manlvd  to  Iba  nlil  VTilliani  Bnlliani,  i>n  Svpt,  Mtb* 
1074,  aii4  wbo  bsm  bliu  two  loni  and  Ihrtr.  dauglilrn.  (it.  Maijr,  Sumii. 
GIUBbvth,  Wlltbin,  and  iaram.  Wbu,  vhltrl  wMb  Ktrat  xorrow  iha  u)p. 
potted  bat  •Uowbood.  bcbg  no  !«•  nailial  bj  pM  of  mind  Ihan  hj  nkb- 
nsM  of  bodj',lika  lbs  Eallblut  inHIr  (laiTlng  bt>r  UimAii  and  rhil>lran}»b» 
glBdljr  baXaMd  to  bvr  bwbinl  and  to  a  kapyl^T  lifr,  Frb.  Mili,  )il9i,  lu 
Ibe  Uil  jrai  of  bar  afte. 
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AIM  Rlltebctb.  the  yonngat  danshler  el  Iho  wid  Wiltlnn  *nd  Eliubf^b,  wbo. 

I».|>i>y  inbeT<l««tli.i<r««UyfellMlMp.DM.33i],  IWM,  In   Ut«  Slh  ytMt  of 

hrr  igc. 

And,  llbrvlir, 
Wtltlnin,  Ibceldut  lonoftfaoMid  WilliiDi  aTiil  Rllubelb.  of  Now  RomiwT,  Im 

Uu<  cuiitil}  til  Ktiit,  KraL,  hIio,  wbllat  attemptlnK  ■»  riile  la   tbn  alfbl 

UiroBftb  Ibc  baren  of  Uila  tmtit  t(i  Ibi;  (atlhiit  aidr,  a  itorm  ba*ln^  nidikalj 

arlOTD,  wiu  OTrn*bclmed  In  ibeillncaaditBitei,  and  uniatiuitately  |iiiiilw<. 

on  Apill  «l,  niT.ngvMlsa. 
Hp  wm  d  man  tmlnml  fo«  bto  r*'J''  l"i'l"w<*T'  '"''^'''?«  '^  *oi*«t«nej  ;  W  U* 

jinretila  tnunt  nili^iiUii) ;  to  blibrotbtr  anil  ttttanBOtt  DflcctlQMtl*}  to  Mt 

iiiriKli  c-inlld  and  tmctre.and  liind  lontl. 
Aj  •  nieaiotial  of  wblcb,  we  bate  placeO  tbl*  emiill  mannmtiiit  of  oai  lot*  ud 

grail  ludR. 

Mar?  Batham.       Siuan  Karbam.        Janm  OBttwnn. 

The  remaining  part  we  venture  to  give  in  verse. 

Thonsh  ilMlb  did  camp,  thougb  Ufe  dfd  bde. 

And  In  Ibe  srtn  hU  boiiea  ore  laid, 

Ynt  Tlrtiia  llv«ii  bninnd  Uio  gnmt. 

And  iliall  from  dvntfa  bt«  nwrn'ry  mw^ 

Sltnll  (rliiiiiiili  u'u(  life's  faleJ  dtKinl, 

And  bv  ln^rii^If  a  litinjt  luniti; 

Viiiui-  •itniiiilt.  In  llii!  thkk  cloud*  hid 

Ahon?  the  Jufliml  pjraoiid, 

Stinll  moch  Bl  ntn.nnJ  hnll,  andalcct, 

Wliitti,  haimli-ni,  abnU  oruund  liei  be*!; 

Tbnii  liriuu  tnotn  clurnblc  itiull  be 

(Eilitiiiit  IbiunKb  ■^ii'ttiitjj, 

Wlji-ri  Ifi  lltnl  ocean  "Uliouldiofi", 

Tbe  rnrtl)  iliall  »liik,  and  iinic  alinll  bo  ao  mon. 

Let  US  now  review  the  registers  nnd  the  sepuIchnU  remains, 
Trom  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century  down  to  the  prcseat ; 
and,  first,  the  fortner  of  the  two, 

Among  the  burials  wc  6nd  the  names  of  several  French  re- 
fogccs,  who  nrrivcd  and  aetlled  in  the  town  about  this  period. 


IIRA,  ninry  Otlo,  wldn^r, 

1*00.  AddRW  SUflpjiBcuun  i  UouctieU 

mtnlaW. 
■  TOT.  Muiiiari  Fnucb. 

Jfkbn  Vine*. 
tllU.   FJrnfKtU  Clatten. 
1711.  Jobn  Witltami. 
11  li.  Adrian. 
llH.  DujHiui  Cmmnn. 
ITIH.  Siuab  I>(ni>n. 


1110.  Pelcr  Bucoux. 
-ITSi.  Willlnn  Mlrlu. 
IT11.  Jotiii  TmrnatbOi. 
Ilid,  Ttiomnii  Mnrniw. 
I1W.  I'«l«r  Voelnin  j  Jm.  Lekat. 

1131.  J«mi»  Itrnou. 

lldO.  SuMnnDli>'niaTit,iirlili>w,«t,M, 

IIM.   MaiT   Magdalen,   daugbtav  at 

Mary  MayilalRi  CotbvKNi. 
IIT-I.  Willlan  Rcnand. 


The  foUon-inc  burials  show  that  the  name  and  trade  of  a 
rippier  were  stilT  recogniBed  in  Rye  as  ktc  as  1760: 

l7Ud.  A  child  of  Thomiui  Ihlii.  n  rlppbit. 
USD.  Ricbnii]  Foulc,  k  lipplet. 

These  three  speak  of  unfortannte  deaths ; 

f  noi.  Marlba,  wifcctf  Jubn  pAlmer,  aFTunhridac,  whohaiiKharMir. 

/    lIM,  Jan.  lib.  A  dlnninrr.  n  hFsrk,  lound  dr«wni-d  In  a  Wall,  Ik  •  A«ld  be- 

'  longing  la  Ibooaa  Hortuieo,  in  Ibir  paiMb. 
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This  ircl)  vras  in  a  field  juBt  opnostte  the  cuCem,  going  up 
Rye  Hill,  and  the  spring  m  vrliicb  auppUcs  this  cistera  with 
water. 

IITO,  Jan.  lOlh.  A  woman  frown  to  dnlli;  ber  nome  unknown. 

TTic  following  were  vicars  of  the  parish  j 

1119,  Jan.  £1L.    Ret.  BlumJ  \Vn*nn. 
1113,  Oct.  ISth.  Hn.  IboniiM  llii.Uon. 
Ilrtl,  Dor-.  U.  Rpt.  CvotR'T  C'lfktuu. 
\fili,  Qa.U\b,  Rav.JoLn  .Mjrn, 

In  1709  died  John  Dradley,  jurat,  who  left  ihc  interest  of  5/. 
»  year,  to  b«  giveu  ycurly  tu  the  poor  of  the  pariah,  in  bread,  on 
Good  Friday. 

11£B,  Dtc,  l^lh.  Rbt.  Lvci*  JoncB,  mMtn  oF  the  grnmtim  vchoul,  suJ  leclof 
of  Llitl«  1lunli>iK),  near  Lew«,  Siiupz. 

Iq  oae  of  the  rrgistcrg  is  the  following  memorahdum : 

nt^.  M'm.  I'bst  KinK  GMiry:«  lftni)«ill  At  Rye,  on  Maiiilny,  Jnii.  Id,  twine 
(Irifvn  Inlo  out  hq*  bj  ■  itoim,  on  bUrvliirn  fnin  Nnnncvr.  and  iitijiid 
liete  lilt  Prvlaf  a  Jon.  Itb,  anJ  itioud  gujfiillipi  to  Mr.  Lua>b*a  cliiM  i>a 
tbnfiUi. 

Which  chiistcaing  Is  thus  recorded  : 

Jnn.  liUi.  GtfDrgi:-,  (on  iil  Mf<  Jnnm  Lamh,  Din^or,  ukI  Mwtba,  bif  wiTis 

At  the  end  of  the  register,  closing  in  June,  1727,  is  this  item : 

Thni  RlFliop  novrcD  otiJirvd  •  potcbment  rcgfeicr  txnjh  lo  bo  pracurod,  wblcb 
b^iu  «b«ii  Ibis  rnili. 

At  this  time,  before  a  person  cottid  be  buried,  it  was  ueces- 

Sftrv  thai  nn  affidavit  should  he  made. 

fn  IT'JO  is  ihf  fint  rceord  of  the  age  of  the  deecawdt  In 
1802  the  age*  of  some  few  old  people  are  given  ;  but  it  is  not 
until  I8I3  that  the  ages  of  all  arc  inserted  ogaiust  their  respec- 
tive names. 

At  the  close  of  the  sevcnteenih  century,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  eighteenth  century,  the  Qrebclls  were  the 
most  influential  family  in  the  town  of  Kye.  and  several  of  them 
arc  buried  in  Saint  Clare's  cbauccl ;  but  the  record  of  the  last 
is  of  a  very  melancholy  nature. 

|]«t«  Ijtlb  the  boHs  of 

A\A,E\  CRKBF.I.[..  K>^. 

Who,  afta  boring  aernMl  lh«  atArv  of  mnjror  ot  (bu  tmni  for  tm  jtm,  wlUi  tba 

Snalr**  bonoiu  Mil  IntHnrltj.  (»ll  by  lbs  crual  4Ub  «l  a  MBguiiMry  buUbet,  on 

March  Hib,  lll3.aged  JOjmn. 

Thi»  butcher's  name  was  Breeds,  and  the  particulars  of  this 
murder  arc  giveu  in  another  place.       f>  *^'  ' , 

Mr.  Jamc-3  I..nmb,  who  was  the  first  of  this  family,  settled  in 
Rye,  married  on  Oct.  !6tb,  1717,  Martha,  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Ahce  (jrebell,  and  llius  the  iullui-nce  of  liis  family  sue- 
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cceded  to  that  of  the  OrcbclU,  on  the  extinction  of  the  Utter. 
The  following  muiiumcntttl  iuM;ription.<!t  oti  tlif  wall  nl  th«  east 
end  uf  the  imv*:  ai'e  jiroofn  of  the  nonours  and  distinctious  tJtcy 
obtained  through  this  iuflucncc ; 

To  llw  Bieuiorj' «( 

JAMES  LAMB.  Kmq., 

A  tonit  o(  uooonwMn  lirliu, 

Wbo,  V  Itb  tbr  inti^tr  *>'  ■  nwchant,  wnl  Uif> 

Tba  «ai]1«irinblnt  fifty  tJ  a  trno  CbHitlut. 

Kalwd  tilui  a»  Ivu  Uhiti  13  Mum  (u  Uio  majoraltj 

0(  thU  CDi|«taUDa, 

Wblctl  oIDi:i<  l)G  (ilwn)s  oxtcalcJ 

wiUi  B  iiijniity 

Tbul  hhuweJ  Llni  Inotn  loi  piKcdrncF. 

[|«  hail  Iwlcrn  tlie  Lunuar  □(  enlertnUilcg 

A  Ho)hI  GduI  Bt  L\a  home, 

Onc«  in  tt)i>  psrwin  of  hl«  Mojeat]'  King  George  the  Fiml, 

tod  ftft^mnl* 

In  Uint  of  bb  grandtoiit  tbr  Ilubo  of  CamberUnd. 

Ua  had  bIjo  the  honoyr  («  on«  uf  llip  lincoiu  of  thli  (owd) 

To  iiiiiport  Itip  (iino(!y 

Over  lier  Intc  Mnjiutj  l^mvii  Caiutliip,  at  bee 

CorDiifltlan. 

Bi'lU'i^)  In  bij  |iriint«  conncxiuoa, 

la  bis  |iubtk  oiwi  aUmirvd  aiiil  banored. 

II  a  (IlvJ 

On  Uw  :lltt  dB]r  of  NaTombtr.  ITfiO, 

At  Ulc  n^tv  ul  U3  jvoi*. 

Hlj  temalnt  «m  doiwoitrd  In  the  n«w  buirHig-pauuil 

beloiijtliiu 

To  tbn  iinriab  uf  Sainl  Aniln-w,  Holbom, 

la  tbe  tame  imix! 

With  tboH  of  Diirothy  I.anih 

(Wlftf  to  hLi  cUut  ton.  Tbomai). 

Who  died  in  a  Cfw   boutu  aftct  biol< 

Sbc  filliht  with  <i|iinl  lujitn> 
Itvr  ■tftlijii  uf  lifv, 

llBTlnK  llt-ljfllllllKll 

Every  aiiiiHMi*  quulilf  uf  bet  t^x, 
Wllb  a  Dinnlj  fcii*c  and  vK-gjiico  uf  lAiU, 

Placed  imm«Iia[ely  under  the  above  is  another  monuint 
with  thin  iiiitaription  i 

Swred  Id  Qm  muaoiy  ot 

THOMAS   LAMU.   Ewtm. 

(Tbe  «ldMt  *on  of  Jainit*  nnJ  HEarlJin  Ltmb), 

Wild  (JIihI  on  Uia  3&I1]  dB}  of  Muicb,  l<>04. 

At  tbn  adiBDctil  ■»■  of  H>l  jpam  and  tt  mualbi, 

nud  nhuir  iF-niniriri  are  d<:-|)CHlii.>(l  In  n  lAult. 

DI1  UiD  luuUi  tld»  »f  Ibl-  rliurdi. 

Tlio  Icidirp,  nlTorlvd  bj-  an  inJeu<iTnlcot  furtunr, 

H«  emplciyvd  tn  Uw  smIou*  dlMlMrjto  uf  U)«  dulwi 

of  d  maglvtnilc, 

ActlQK  lot  IbD  coimllpa  of  Krul  and  5iia«Ki 

Ami  uIjo  for  Ibc  tovn  of  Itje. 
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Is  hli  (ll<|KiatUwn  be  ma  bntRnlunl  anal  Luinone. 

Id  hl«  nann^ri  cbMriul  mmI  nM-iil. 

In  tb«  di«dMU»  o(  cnttjr  idative  duly  liiltdfal. 

Am  III  hU  lell^Dua  iMletii 

Flmiti  nttMibcd  to  Uw  Roabllibcd  Cknrcb. 

By  bb  marrtagt  vtUl 

Dontby, 

MxIbdtiightitrorthoRpv-tlinrlM  BytM,  M.A, 

Vicar  of  Turk  Dean,  In  GI«uc«*1enliiTVi 

He  Ivlt  utiD  tuii.T.  H.  Uainb, 

b;  »b(Mn  Uili  moniinivnt 

(Tbe  (ilbul«  »( ilul>  nnJ  ntran) 

liprrctn]- 

The  next  is  a  mooumcat  Kfltxcd  to  the  north  side  of  the 
Ttnxe,  the  name  recorded  on  it  being  a  brother  of  the  above-men- 
tioned Thomas,  und  son,  of  course,  of  James  Lamb. 

To  Iho  nnfmorj'  ot 

Mb.   JAMES   LAMB. 

Mrrcluiit, 

Jiuat  of  UiUCotiwnlloa.  aad 

Sii  Uiiiw  MoirvT. 
He  dhd  tbo  SOth  Feb.,  lIM, 
Afjird  M  jimin  biuJ  S  mantba. 

Beflides  these  monunientA,  there  nre  four  hfttrhineiitii  of  Uie 
LamlM,  8us[iCQdcd  ut  the  I'ost  end  of  the  nave;  while  at  the 
Rame  part,  near  the  pulpit,  is  the  following  memorial  of  Witlinm 
Duvi»,  whuKc  diiit){ht<.'r  wta  married  to  Thomiu)  I*billi[>3  Lumb, 
Esq.,  the  only  son  of  T)iomu  Lamb  i 

GULIRLHl'S  DAVIS. 

Pru  mi  lUe  et  bumHBltun 

Omni  riulimnlloni-  dl^ua; 

Suurum  m^iito  toniini  eun 

Rl  dmiJinuai. 

DtMOMll  Se|>t.  a".  nS9. 

Aui.  el. 

The  Slndes  are  an  otd  family  in  Rye,  and  many  memorials  of 
them  arc  seen  in  the  nave.  The  Chamberlains  lie  in  Saint 
Clare's  chancel,  and  a  handsome  monument  in  the  transept  has 
been  erected  to  the  mcmor)-  of  N'uthunicI  I*roct«r,  Enq. }  h  hile 
a  tomb  of  the  Gothic  order  may  be  acen  near  it,  raised  to  that 
of  his  son,  Mr.  Thomas  Procter,  many  years  the  upright  and 
n-orthy  town  clerk.  I  mention  all  these  lamilies  here,  because, 
by  maimgc,  they  were  all  more  or  less  related. 

VVitbiti  tbe  ooiumuaioiL  raiU  is  tliia : 

_  M.  S. 

H.  8. 

REVEReS'DI  ERVARDI  WILSON.  CLERICI. 

Haju*  ccclclo;  wiikw  (ilgInU  ct  Ocio 

Vtearil. 

Oflu  WcatmotlcMli;  luililuttoae  CaiUatdglRiiwt. 

Null  IT  Mail,  Hricuiti, 

I>cniU  V,  JiiiMBrii,  MDCTssxviii. 

OtcnbaM  iilenu*  wilOTiMn  i  fldsl  evcl  M  caiHUb  ttatt. 

QtuU*,  opon  loiiiciitar  In  UJo  Us. 
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In  the  nave,  ocar  the  clerk's  pew  ts  this : 


Undvt  Itala  *Knii9  i*  burlfd 
The  R«*.  THOMAS  Hl'DSON.  A.U., 

\'icmT  of  Ifaia  paiitk, 

WI.U  JMOotobn  181^,1141, 

In  hli  ttfh  j«iu. 


In  the  north  trsDsept  is  this: 

Itutt  I5n(b  tb«  bnd>-  of 

Mr.  HEXRV  CAHLETON. 

Onn  n(  Ihn  JuralB  nl'  UiitCotpciniUoii, 

WtM  JieJ  Uct  2i^,  nil,  ugrd  IS  yMN. 

Al«i>  (ljt<  hofl;  uf  MAItY,  III*  «tb. 

Alto  ttip  boili'  of 

The  ri«f».GEOIUiF.  CAHl.ETON,  A.M., 

Soo  o(  tlie  abote  imuii-J  H^iio  anil  Mai7, 

Who  WM  *(ear  ut  llila  pari'^h,  atitl 

«n»of  tlM  Jnrabt  oF  Ihii  Coriiaiiitloa. 

HedinlNomuhctiTlb,  Ulil,  ag«d  43  yMH. 

Adjoiaing  the  grave  of  Mr.  Hudson  is  (bis : 

Suli  boc  mnrannro 
In  Cliri»la, 

Spte  rT<]UIrjclt, 
JOIIANNtS  MVKRS. 

ABUOt  qiin<JtaRiii<a, 

Hiijua  eccletin  vicnritia. 

Oblltdla  ixiT"',  Octohri*  xncfrxixir. 

.£bitii  LXI.VII. 

In  the  north  aisle  of  the  church,  near  the  vest  end,  is  ■  mo- ' 
nunent  to  the  memory  of 

RF.VEREXD  PETER  COI.LETT. 

Rector  of  t>enton.  In  lh«'  Caanty  ol  Suucz, 

»iiJ  Cnrale  ol  Ryn  SO  jMiri. 

U«  dinl  Mnj'  tlth,  119D.  iig«l  &J  ytatt. 

In  the  chancel  of  Saint  Clare  nre  memorials  of  the  Chanibrr- 
hiins,  the  Coopers,  the  Smalls,  and  the  Pierunu  ;  in  ihe  high 
chancel,  of  the  IIounBells  and  Butlers ;  in  the  nave,  of  the 
Kcnnclts ;  in  the  north  transept,  of  the  Watsons  and  Millers — 
all  old  families  in  the  town,  many  of  which  are  now  csiinct. 

In  tlif  nave  arc  several  monuments  (o  the  Haddock  family; 
and  the  following  to  one  of  the  last  of  a  French  refugee  familv : 

To  Ihf  Mumory  of 

Mr.  WILLIAM  DANSAyS, 

[Joml  el  Ihti  Ciir|ioiiiIlt>D.) 

IleitiMlSHlh  Au|;.,  nST. 

Aeeil  M  )C4tn>. 

Near  the  font,  in  the  south  transept,  lie  many  of  Ihe  Hope 
family,  from  a.d.  1732  to  a.d.  1751,  beneath  two  stone  slabs, 
one  of  which,  under  the  name  of  Judith,  aged  three  years  and 
four  months,  are  (he  lines  subjoined. 
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GrirfK  not,  dnr  pannUj 

Ndi  In  tc-iri  lanieat ; 
I  Bin  garai  to  Hum  ; 

T«  jroa  I  WH  but  l«at 

Against  the  south  pillar,  which  divides  the  nave  (W)m  the 
transept,  is  fixed  a  moDumcnt,  surmounted  with  aa  urn  bearing 
this  iDscriptioD : 

Tbii  Tihlct  la  «rMt«l  lolhe  Momorrof 

THOMAS  on-KNS,  E.o. 

WboiHed  liie  lltb  dii;^  o(  Maj,  I  TOT, 

Llkrwiip  to  11)11  NtfHorf  of 

Mkn.  Kl.lZAllF.TIt  WEI.1.KR. 

Wfao  ilM  Um  7<ti  da;  of  Dvcvmbw,  1161, 

Aged  7i  joon. 

Bat  mom  particulnrly  ta  tba  Bilpmor;  of 

Mm.  CATHEKINE  OWLNS. 
Wbo  c)>(»rWO  till'  llfr  Jii».  3lit,  1T9T, 
111  lb«  00  th  jmr  of  bei  nge. 
ParorM  I>]|  Hoafn  an  Ibow  Ibal  yleU  Uwlr  brralli, 
FrM  from  Uio»f  (ralna  wblrb  ott  cmbiltrr  dmtb  i 
MoK  (i«(ii\l  illll,  vtio  quit  tLIii  tiuaible  vb<^rC) 
Ltkit  licr,  vtiuae  rtrLacn  cinim  rnnembniica  bere. 
Sbe  Sx'tl  ber  IboniitiU  on  ibe  Alml^bly  uanwi 
Am)  ill  Ibt^  ilumlMc  llitt  ttiuulUon  came, 
tt  nnin.  irul  hotp  hM  tbroiigb  tb'oUwnwl  mtjr, 
'I'o  the  bl«l  r«por>i  of  ctarnftl  day ; 
M'heip  nuv,  ««  iloubl  iiul,  vtitb  lino  fHinlK'iBnt  Lotit 
(Wbllil  raplur'J  it-niplH  hrt  fair  diwiln  neon)}, 
Of  Ulo  wrlltiAnl  (hH  ri.-*{iii  Itiojiwt  iwnnl. 


} 


Mr.  and  Mrs.  Owens  here  mentioned  were  hasb&od  and  wife* 
and  Mn.  E.  AVcUcr  was  sister  to  the  latter.  The  house  and 
grounds  situate  Jui>t  witliii)  the  Land-gate  n-as  their  properly ; 
and  in  the  north-west  unglc  of  the  f^rden  wall  the  names  of 
the  two  sisters  are  preserved  on  two  bricks,  which  art:  thus 
inscribed : 

C  a,  iTCt.      E.  vr.,  I1M. 

Both  to  the  north  and  south  pillars,  sepanting  the  high 
chancel  from  the  transept,  iii  aiBxed  a  very  handsome  monu- 
ment ;  the  latter  to  the  memory  of  Mrs.,  and  (he  former  to  that 
of  Mr.  Woollctt.  On  the  top  of  the  wife's  i«  an  um,  partly 
covered  vr  itb  a  drapery  falUug  groctfully  over  it,  and  oa  clcgunt 
wreath  of  Uowen. 

Sacitd 

to  tb#  Mi-tnoCT  nr 

ELIZABETH,  WIFE  (JK  JOHN  WOOLUETT, 

oftbbitovn,  .MinTDoT  st-Lnr, 

Who  diaJ  June  j«th,  ImIO,  ^(»J  IS  jmh. 

Pmb  (be  iMideratt  reguil  to  •  xrtuoiu  vonMii,  m  noal  ■Ifeellocwta  wUr, 

a   (■tlbful  Cbibtiui,  mud  ■  tinnrrF  (riunl)  boi  TifllwM 

liwbiBd  CNMd  lbt«  UHot  to  b*  cneM. 


5« 


BOCLBatAITICAL  limTOHT. 


Over  Mr.  WooUctt's  monumcot  ore  the  figures  of  Hope  uil 
Beii«volpiKtv  the  former  flupporliug  the  latter,  these  ^■c^*c*  beinif  J 
beneath : 

Tby  milla  nnii,  Ktm'toloiKv,  mutaliu 

Our  Mutiny  Hofe  i  Iby  bain  ov  ltf»  i««Mn*. 

SwNi4  to  Ik*  M«aMr:r  ot 

JOHK    UOOLLETT,  E-c- 

lulp  of  tliU  town, 

WbodirinrtodUiUllfeon  Utv^J  Uatcb.  1819, 

In  tfeo  MHb  I«W  of  hlv  Offr. 

(Its  lonwiited  ramaiM  err  do^ilnl  iii  ibia  chttrcb. 

Mr.  Woollett  wns  dcsen'edly  esteemed  for  his  charitj,  betM- 
volencc,  nnd  litiomlity. 

All  that  now  remuns  to  be  wriltea  reUtiTe  to  our  church 
hislonr,  is  on  the  subject  of  iu  revenue,  its  property,  Bod  ita 
oxncnditiirc,  an  important  and  not  uninteresting  portion. 

In  tho  celi;brfit<^d  parable  of  the  I'harlsoc  and  the  publirmn. 
the  former,  among  other  things,  savB,  "  I  give  tithes  of  all  that 
I  possess,"  Ti'hich  words  prove  two  things :  first,  that  tithes 
were  payable  on  all  kinds  of  property  ;  seeond,  that  he  prided 
himself  ou  the  oonscicniioua  payment  of  iheui.  When  the 
hierarchy  of  Rome  succeeded  to  that  of  Jerusalem,  however 
they  might  differ  from  the  latter  in  points  of  faith,  they  nm 
but  too  nnppy  to  adopt  their  principles  as  regarded  the  coUec- 
tion  of  tithes,  and  accordingly  we  shall  find  thm  (hey  not  oiilr 
took  tithe  of  idl  that  was  to  be  found  on  the  Burfncc  of  the 
earth,  but  cvcu  of  the  fish  that  were  caught  in  the  depths  of  tbe 
sea.  Their  grsaping  powers  in  this  respect  might  be  compared 
to  the  proboscis  of  the  elephant,  with  which  this  aniinal  is  said 
to  be  capable  of  pulling  down  an  ook  and  of  picking  up  a  pin. 

The  living  of  Kyc  has  been  a  vicarage  from  time  immt^iQurial, 
at  all  events  for  more  Ihan  three  hundred  years,  as  apjioan 
from  tlic  followiDg  letter,  which  will  throw  considcraUo  hght 
over  this  port  of  our  subject. 

"A  tetter  directed  from  Doctor  Sewcll,  «car  of  R^c,  unto 
Miustre  Msyrc  and  Juratts  of  the  same  in  this  wordys  fulowing 
(truly  e.<cmplifitd.) 

**To  the  rijfht  worsbipfuU  maisters  the  Mayre  and  Juratta 
of  the  tounc  of  Kye,  this  letter  be  deUvcred  in  all  goodly  man- 
ner in  hast. 

"  Kighl  worshipfull  Maistrc  Mayre,  wiili  all  due  reverence 
I  recommend  me  unto  your  maiatresbip  and  to  all  my  rnaiaters 
your  brethreti  juratts;  so  it  is  lately  you  directed  leitcni  to  my 
Lord  Abbot  of  Stanley,  pnrson  and  proprietarye  of  Rye,  iu  the 
which  was  comprised,  ihul  fro  the  churchc  of  live  waa  with- 
holden  a  yerely  }>cnt.iQn  of  -lOs.  by  (he  uhbut  and  his  depute ;  nnd 
(hat  Maistrc  Wikwikc  luid  Maisire  barke,  in  h|1  their  tiuiv,  p»idc 
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ycri'ly  40*.  to  the  use  n(  the  church  And  nifto  that,  by  certaine 
yeres  aAer  my  first  cntrc  lykcwisc  I  poidc  it,  maistre  moyrc; 
It  »  not  iiiiknoui)  unto  your  maistreBtiip  and  many  hoaeat 
oersons  in  Kyc,  thttt  I  du'elled  iu  Kyc  longc  season  in  Moisti* 
Wikwyk's  tymc,  and  was  faraylier,  and  lo(;f;cd  in  his  vlcaraf^e 
with  hyni,  and  lliat  season  found  hiin  favorable  to  mc,  insouiut-h 
he  wua  willing  to  resigne  the  benefice  of  Rye  unto  me,  where- 
fore I  was  the  more  fiomclyc  to  kuow  llie  cause  why  he  paide 
40*.  to  the  churchTrardens,  and  his  ontiwer  was  unto  me,  that^ 
when  he  w»s  firftl  made  vycar,  the  touiic  of  Kyc  had  the  fcrmc 
of  (he  |)arsonaf(e  for  many  yeres,  and  wKen-itH  strife  and  debate 
was  likely  to  be  bad  bytweenc  the  tounc,  so  hnviug  the  fermc 
ol'  the  parsonage  and  hym  lor  certayne  titlien,  it  was  condt- 
cended  bytwcenc  them,  for  (he  eschewing  of  more  miscon- 
venycns,  that  he  should  hare  the  ferme  and  the  yerea  that  were 
graiinted  to  tlie  tonne ;  but  I  think  vcrilye  yc have  no presydeut* 
to  shewe  that  he  |>aide  it  yerely  dnring  all  his  life,  aud,  after 
biu  ditseaBf,  Miiistrc  LArkv,  being  vycarc,  the  executors  of 
Maistre  Wikwik  delivered  to  Maisire  Larke  and  his  assigns  the 
forekaid  Iccsc,  and  as  lung  ns  he  occupyed  the  bcneBce  of  Ityc 
I  kuowc  well  it  was  payd,  for  many  paymenta  of  it  passed 
tliorowc  my  hands,  and  »o,  when  he  mngnvd  the  beneBce  to 
me,  he  delivered  )o  me  the  foresaid  Icese  and  to  myn  assigns, 
and  so,  during  the  ycres  compritwd  in  the  same,  I  paid  yerely 
to  ihc  churchwardens  49t.,  and  when  the  yeres  of  that  teeae 
were  expired,  the  which  was  at  the  i'cosl  of  Saynt  L\ikc,  the 
yere  of  our  Lord  God  15\  U  eight  yeres  fynyshed  and  past  at 
Saynt  Luke  Day  last,  1  toke  a  n«w  leese  in  my  name  of  the 
abbot  and  covent  for  certajne  yeres,  and  »o,  at  that  scoMn,  the 
old  abbot,  understand iiig  how  Sfaistrc  Wikmk,  MaJsLre  Larke, 
and  I  had  iniide  paymenli^,  aud,  ««  he  ?aid  oontrarye  to  his 
kiiuuledgeand  al»a  prejudicial  to  him  and  to  his  place,  struugly 
and  instantly  required  rac,tbnt  in  nowise  I  should  pay  it  under 
pujnc  and  jeoiiartri  of  losing  my  Ice^c  for  he  knew  it  for  uo 
deiitic,  moreover  us  continyng  niy  own  parte  in  procesae  and 
t'ontynuance  of  tymc,  it  may  be  prcjumciol  to  me  aud  my 
successors,  the  tronth  unknowing  why  it  is  payd,  whether  the 
Itarsou  should  pay  it  of  his  porcion  or  the  vycar  of  his  iioreion, 
or  els  they  both.oreUnoduelio,  butonclyfurst  by  Mr.  Wikwik's 
pleasure  u«yd  and  payd,  during  the  ycres  that  were  grauutcd  to 
the  toune  as  it  is  nckirc  rehemd;  moreover  I  was  never  made 
secreat  of  the  accompte  of  the  churchewardcns  seas  I  was  first 
made  vicar,  huwbcii  the  Inn  di'^jM^^ith  the  curat  to  be  chief 
auditor  of  that  manner  of  comptK,  and  to  know  how  the  goods 
ofthe  churchebes]ient  or  alienate;  also  it  was  nevercharitable 
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required  of  me,  M-hi  it  was  not  pwd  (but  tlie  last  sumtni-ribc 
chiirchvardens  complaiued  to  Mr.  Commissarye) ;  good  tnan- 
ncre  woulJ,  ihcj'  pIiohUI  first  l>avc  knon-en  what  I  void  have 
said,  and  not  so  sodeynly,  without  my  kiiowlcige,  to  hare 
madp  any  sucli  buYSii**^'  I  know  xtei)  the  catiitea  ofit.  I  pray 
to  God  to  make  hym  a  good  man,  and  another  season  I  truit 
he  will  knowe  his  fuwts.  Also,  moreover,  my  lord  nbbot,  nnw 
being,  hath  TXH]uircd  mc  to  make  no  such  pa^tncnt,  except  it 
can  be  shewed  his  dcntte  un<lvr  his  chaptre  senlv,  snd,  as  be 
hath  rcpnrtcd  to  rac  he  hath  sent  such  worac  to  you  in  writingeT 
nothwithatanding  all  this  foresaid  prpmiases.  Ksptcially  lor 
thr  love  of  God  and  secondary  for  unitic  and  peace  to  contuiue 
between  my  pnnshtonen  and  mc,  and  for  that  that  any  troward 
person  should  report,  in  tymc  cominfc,  that  by  tny  mcaQyt  the 
churchc  should  be  putt  from  his  right,  or  that  I  should  be 
causes  of  any  dissencions  bctwcenc  the  abbot  and  the  toime. 
I  am  riijht  well  coulentyd  that,  now  Ester  next  conning,  my 
depute  to  pay  to  the  churchwardens  40*.  for  the  yere  ended  ot 
Saynt  Luke  Day  last  past,  and  so  ycrsly  every  Ksl<r  during 
the  tymc  which  I  have  the  fermc  of  the  parsonaj^  And  » 
for  the  arrearages  of  other  seven  ycres  incresed  in  my  tyme* 
likewise  1  am  contenlyd  to  pay  at  Michelmcsse  next  comine 
40i.,  and  so  ycrely  at  that  same  feast  -iOs.,  untill  the  sum  of  MA 
to  be  fully  oontented  and  payd.  Moreover  the  churchwardens 
rcccyvyth  ycrely  the  4thpcuuyof  ihctnimcllyrs  in  summer  ;  but 
tvhy  the  churchc  should  hare  any  such  tythes  or  eU  any  tern- 
porall  muiiuer  to  rcccyvc  such  (I  am  in  doubt)  notwithstandiiuc, 
for  the  causes  before  rehersed,  during  my  lyfe  as  continuing  mr 
title,  I  will  not  internipl  il,  by  God's  grace,  who  evermore 
preserve,  yon  and  all  Che  hooll  to'wne  in  proiperitie  of  body  and 
■ouU.  Amen. 

"Your  bedman,  Thomas  Sbwell,  Vicar. 
"Dated  apud  London,  May  36th,  1520." 

The  rectory  of  Rye  wos^  in  1363,  appropriated  to  Stanley 
Abbey,  Wilts,  and  was  valued  at  3/.  per  annum,  as  tueniioncd 
in  Dugdalc's  '  Monasticon  ;'  while  Tanner,  in  his  *  Xotitia  Mo- 
Dsstica,'  infonns  us  that  Maud  the  empress  built  a  Cisccrdu 
abbey  at  Stanley  to  the  honour  of  St.  Mary  a.d.  1 161 

Fn>m  the  abbot  of  Stanley  the  rectory  passed  into  the  hands 
of  the  Bishop  of  Winchester,  who  still  holds  it.    This  ehnnir 

Erobably  occurred  about  a.d.  1M6,  when  Uenry  VIII  tiuucd 
is  last  act  of  dissoltition,  and  whcu  he  founded  dcancnes  and 
chaptCTB  by  converting  the  priors  and  monks  tuU>  deans  at>d 
prebendaries,  endowing  theoi  with  funds  (nxa  tlie  dbsoKvd 
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monutcnes,  in  eight  cliflTercnt  sees,  of  which  Winchester  was 
one,  the  bishop  of  which  latter  then  became  rector  of  Rye- 

At  the  commciiccmcDt  of  the  sixteenth  ccDturT,if  not  before, 
the  town  of  Rye,  through  the  mayor  and  jurats,  were  I  he  lessees 
of  ihc  pnrsonngc,  but,  proviously  to  1520,  to  prevent  di^putrs 
they  Hurrcmlorcd  the  Icn^e  into  the  hands  of  the  vicar,  and  the 
parsotmgc  was  probably  thus  held  by  aucceasivc  vicars  down  to 
a  very  late  period ;  for  though  the  hiatus  in  our  accouiiu  afkr 
1570  prevents  our  certain  knowledge  on  this  point,  yet  by  a 
memorandum, tctl  by  the  Kcv,  Edward  Wilson,  wlio  became  vicar 
in  1 700,  we  learn  that  he  was  the  lc«*tee,  and  from  certain  wurdii 
that  the  parsona}^  had  so  been  hold  before  his  time.  Whether 
his  immediate  successors  (the  Itev.Thomfts  Hudson  and  Gcor>jC 
Carletan)  hired  iL  we  cannot  say,  but  wc  should  suppose  it  wsa 
not  taken  by  the  iiev,  Mr.  Sneyd,  who  succeeded  to  the  vicarage 
in  1761,  but  never  resided  in  the  parish.  The  last  lessee  of 
the  parsoniigc  mils  one  of  the  Lamb  fnmily,  who  held  il  until 
IS37,  since  which  time  the  agent  of  the  Bishop  of  Winchester 
has  .-dnays  collected  the  tithes  due  to  him. 

We  are  ensblcd  to  make  out  a  pretty  correct  list  of  the 
vicars  of  Kye  from  the  close  of  the  flfieenth  century  down  to 
thcprescnt  year  1S45. 

We  6nd  that  Doctor  Sewell  wbs  vicar  to  1 530,  and  as  he  men- 
tions two  of  his  predecessors,  we  shall  be  justified  in  placing 
the  first  as  early  as  1600,  ivhca  the  list  will  stand  thus : 


IMO. 
UIO. 

lAlS. 
liii. 

isu. 

US3. 


1001. 
lOIS. 

ia.Mi. 

ITOU. 


Atnlalor  M'llivjk. 

MalBCr«  Larkv. 

Dor  lor  Sew*  11. 

Moiter  Willlsni  Inold.  I>.n.,*dmn  of  BstUe  nm)  linr  of  llolfclun,  br- 
■kii'  Wjr,  K>»t.     Wjo  brlongDd  to  tbn  abbot  ot  IIrIUc. 

nei.  Jobn  rtiitpaU. 

Kcv.  lUclMfil  Flrtcber,  >nerwsRl<  Ultbop  ot  Brbtoi,  niul  Cnsll>  of 
LoDdan. 

R«i.  John  Prrtcotl. 

Hat.  Itc^r  Smith,  hIium  <n>IiutlDii  U  Uiiw  iMonted  :  "  Mnrcli  lOthwai 
thcKfT.  RiiirrT.Smllhi.M.A..  InHtltntnltlCirof  Itfc.nnil  tuuk  bii inmm*- 
■htn.  A(>ri1  3J,  Kad  tbe  book  of  Article*,  uconllnii  lo  tbt*  itiUilp. 
The  l>bli<V*  nnlb<vllT  WM  <l4t«J  MutbSlh." 

Bmt,  . —  Uiofrcclrdle. 

Ktn.  Tlionu  Wnirrn. 

Kirv.  WUUnm  Ru.^«l1. 

Ilpf.  Jobii  Allnn. 

Itet.  Ja««pb  Elmar. 

Itn.  Wmiu  W1UI.IIII. 

Rrt.  Bdwnd  Wlimn,  «(  wbum  w«  bare  Die  fottowiiut  nwnonndii  leli 
hj  nioiKtr:  "  t  wat  horn  at  Kliby  Stonn,  Wcttmnrrrnnd,  May  l^lb, 
lOUt;  admllbnl  into  SI.  Jubm  College,  Canibciilce,  and  look  Olj  dr* 
irtwof  B.A.;  wupFMeMMl  la  llw  (icanmi  of  FrMBlttld,  SaMvK,  by 
Um  RJitlil  Hob.  Tlioiiiaa,  Bnrl  o(  ThSBel.  In  tMI ;  oiu)  ww  ifUVWilda 
MoMateJ  to  (IM  iluncs  of  Kya,  bf  Thomii*  BroKfl«td,  at  LvwM, 
E«q.,  lofd  at  Iha  Manor  ftf  ilrnle,  to  «hicb  Ibc  prvBentalion  to  tl>ia 
fkanga  U  tmonti.     Id  1100  «>■  liutllatrd.on  Ottobv  tib,  by  Jobn 
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Lm4  Bithop  of  CI>Icb«>(vr,  "nJ  initiwtpd  Nnv.  Alb ;  jg;sTe  mj 
nndconsrnl  to  Rook  of  Caatmon  Prsjor.  and  rand  t^  39  ArOcba. 
jiuhllr);  In  lb*  oiiiil  diurrli,  Nov.  lltb." 
1130.   Rev.  Tbnm.n*  llmJion. 

nOI,  R**.  Mr.  SiiT}-J.  ThisKcnll'iinan  vxalao  tttiot  of  Jrtirifrton,  ■  rMUct 
to  Uje  K  vf.  oi  Eut  Buurm.  He  «wei»  (■>  ti«<a  ktrn  n  dmn  of  lllenij 
hnbitj,  hnvlDK  poweiMd  •omartlnabkold  MSS.,  nt  nicaUaiwd  >di] 
viiunii-caii'J  III  llonOdd't  <  UliUfy  of  Sumoi.' 

1101.  RRT.Jnlm  Mjrn. 

ISJI.  K»T.  Hrnry  C'loiiOT. 

In  Catholic  times,  besides  the  vicar,  there  were  several  other 
priests  attached  to  the  church,  as  we  see  frequeul  entries  of 
wiiie  for  the  derka  in  the  choir,  which  ck'rks  were  priests. 
These  received  llwir  npjKniitincni  from  the  hi-sKop  of  the 
diocese,  or  some  otliur  tlignitary  of  the  clmrch ;  at  all  events,  no 
layman  held  the  palrotiiigv^'  nf  «  benefice  hi-lurc  llie  Keformation. 

From  the  lime  of  r.dward  the  Confessor  to  the  year  1 247  the 
pntronn^  of  the  church  of  Rye  was  in  the  hands  of  the  abbot  of 
Fiscamp,  in  Normandy,  when  it  nas  resumed  by  Henry  III, 
and  most  probably  was  ihen,  or  ehorily  al^er,  bestowed  on  the 
lord  of  the  manor  of  Bredc ;  for  we  have  accn  that  the  Rev. 
Kdvvard  >ViUon  stales  that  the  presentation  was  annexed  to  this 
manor  j  and  it  also  appears,  from  Horaiicld's  'Sussex,*  that  the 
abbot  of  Fiscainp  was  lord  of  the  manor  of  Brede,  which  was  a 
branch  of  that  ot  Battle,  and  cujoycd  similarly  great  privileges 
with  this.  If  this  he  correct,  the  pacroiia  of  Che  vicarage  of  Kye 
have  been  the  undemieiitioncd: 

J<}-11,   Ahljot  o(  Pivrum]),  in  Norriifliiilv. 

Ii9£.  Wiltinin  i)>'  IvL'lilo^bdin,  lord  ol  lluMtir  ninnut.  and  hU  birfn. 

im.   Sir  Anthonj'  llrowiii'.  afliTrwinnlK  Ivnrl  Mon(af[a«^ 

1603.  JoLn  ItromHoM,  1'l,i|.,  and  hti  b«il«. 

IMO.  TbumniBroinltcId,  Kh). 

IT2t.  8[«nt«r  l.'uni|ilon,  &<[.,  and  tr>r  Comptum.  Earli  of  KoHhMBptOD. 

nSi.   Earl  of    Buriln^on,   wlio   mniflfd   Lndy    Kl I jiibnlli  Cooipton,     mVd    bj 

rtafit  of  lilt  will!,  iH-raiup  lurd  u(  Ibc  mnntir  of  Brvda  aaij  patrOBtif 

Rfe  tburch. 
)S31.  Tbic  Cuuiilcw  of  BurUnglun.  oil  tbv  Ucatli  of  hct  biubud. 

In  1841  the  late  Thomas  Coo[>cr  Laugford,  Esq.,  purchased 
the  manor  of  Itrede,  but  not  the  advowson  of  Rye.  Whether 
the  two  could  be  separated  is  not  a  question  to  be  decided 
by  »i. 

'When  wc  Bpcak  of  the  revenues  it  must  be  underHtood  (bey 
are  of  two  different  kinds,  and  applicable  to  two  different  ptizw 
poses;  one  consisting  of  tithes  and  fees,  appropriated  to  the 
maintenance  of  itic  priests,  and  the  other  of  rents,  certain  pay- 
meuts,  eullectionii,  and  finally  of  rales,  intended  to  provide  for 
the  repaii-s  of  the  edifice,  and  to  furnish  all  thinfss  necessary 
for  the  due  administration  of  the  reUKious  rites  and  ceremonies 
of  tbe  church,     .'^nd  dm  we  will  Npeak  of  (he  last. 
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0 

4 

^H 

wmtam  MiKlile,  do,  tml  cvUar,  ilo. 

-    0 

i 

^^^1 

.NteholM  Sutlm,  teiwiwiil,  WmI  Cll  IT 

0 

0 

^^^1 

.    0 

u 

^^^1 

Joba  Crub;        do.        •        do.        - 

0 

0 

^^^1 

I'liomw  Alvn      <ln.        .Jo. 

.     0 

0 

^^^1 

John  BbiicIw}!)    Jo.         -        do.         - 

0 

■> 

^^H 

John  S*nni<'>>  UiUo  Mwowuif,  MlUlo  ■Iteflt 

.    0 

0 

^^^1 

John  Wj-monil     -     do.         -        ila.                    • 

0 

a 

^^^1 

Jiibii  f!|iuil«y,  f«T  Ibo  tiraiMbtJI 

■     0 

■> 

^^H 

Do.,  tciismcnt,  called  LpCtowuo 

D 

1 

^^^1 

I)".,  lot  loDrmaot      .... 

-     0 

u 

^^^1 

Jubn  Benet,  do.  In  tlie  Luiign  tlnvl,  ai-ar  Ibo  Slraad- 

sits            0 

0 

^^^1 

Doi  n  ttobln       .               •               •               • 

0 

0 

^^^1 

Tdoouu  Butt«ler.  IhrmiwdI.  Longer  ilnet 

•    0 

0 

^^H 

Do.           -           do.        ■        do.      ■ 

0 

0 

^^^1 

Jolin  Plstcb«r        do^                •               •               - 

-    0 

0 

^^^1 

John  CaiDjMb       d(L          . 

0 

0 

^^^1 

Jobo  Cwnor,  ■  gsrden                ... 

-     0 

0 

^^^1 

Nicbah*  Tnwton.  tanMneot 

0 

0 

^^^1 

Jobn  PMen        .        do.            - 

■  n 

1 

^^^1 

Rab«rt  Sog^,  uniilvn          ... 

0 

0 

^^H 

Do.,  trnnDPiil,  9lh«.  wax. 

^^^1 

CIriDFDt  Adntn,  do. 

D 

0 

^^H 

John  Fatktn,  garden  wltbiui  Lttodiralo 

■    0 

1 

^^^1 

0 

D 

^^H 

Jolin  EdHll,  iBoenwal  dfiI  Uie  cburcbjud 

-    0 

' 

^H 

^B                                                                     Totil 

iT 

2 

^1 

The  next  Itst  is  entitled  in  Latin  ;  the  Kn^^luh  in,  the  fiirm  or        ^^| 

rent  of  landa  and  tcncmcuUi  belonging  to  tbe 

mil  cliurch  ol 

Rye.        H 

£ 

t. 

H 

Roboti  DatDM,  tMWOIMll      .                       .                      • 

S  13 

^1 

Tbomiu  Ad4Bi  fpnan  vl  Moinvti                 • 

a 

H 

DukIi  SMtoo,  bli  Wuc      - 

0  IS 

^1 

llobi-ri  Cookr,  lil*  toiicDcnl 

9 

^1 

MatUiov  R^Rinani  bona    -               ■               • 

1 

0 

^1 

Wj'bpriM'a  tuul  for  Uio  laM|i,  pm  uia. 

•    0  IS 

^1 

Willlnm  n>lljkrn,  bouw 

*             0 

0 

^1 

Jolin  B«Tvrley         diK              -               -               • 

0 

^1 

Do.            -            do.       . 

•             1 

• 

^H 

Calhmln*  Maadtdl     du.                 •                   •                   - 

•    0  10 

^1 

TboBa«  GoMip        do.        • 

1 

1 

■ 

^^^H                                         Lm***                    .                      ■                      • 

Tj" 

IK 

■ 

^^H                               Reno 

I 

i 

■ 

^^P                                                                           Tnltl 

£14 

0  lit        ^H 

■       The  difference  between  ferine  and  rent  aa 

sens  to  be  this 

the         ^H 

1    Intl«r  WHS  a  quit-rent,  the  property  being  in 

the  holder, 

and  not          ^^M 

1    in  the  churchwardens;  while  the  former  n 

rim  their  bou4  Qde         ^H 

W 

34 

J 
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propertjr.  One  ouit-rent  was  an  anaus)  payment  of  two  pouodi 
of  was,  a  girat  tlcal  of  which  vras  used  m  the  f»inposition  of 
tlie  tapers  used  in  Catholic  cliurches. 

The  next  source  of  irvcnue  arose  from  fisli, 
which  was  designated  "  Saint  Mary's  share," 
patroDCHs  of  the  church- 


one  portion  of ' 
she  WiDg  the 


Wtlllani  Kodca 
RicbuO  Otrit 
Coknttynt 
WtUlun  JuHon 
DnTaCork 
JiAn  WfTtU 

R«fB?  tt'onJrofff 

Rlnkmiu:) 

Juliri  Tii}ller 
Tfaiimaii  Vfryglil 
Tbumu  notinrti 
Tliumiis  Dfiia 
Maytla  Njcoll 


£ 

9 
0 
0 

• 

D 
0 

0 

0 
0 
0 
0 

ft 

« 

0 


4. 
6 

» 

S 

• 
II 

« 

s 

1 

0 
A 

» 


Total 


£3     n     T 


There  was  a  second  receipt  from  tlic  fishery,  called  "  TnuncU 
Money."  Whether  the  iramell  net  whs  the  same  as  the  modem 
tmwl  wc  are  unable  to  say.  Under  this  head  was  collected, 
from  twcnly-four  individuals,  some  of  whom  are  the  aame  as 
those  above  named,  the  Htim  of  2/.  5s.,  making  a  total  of 
5/.  1 U.  7d. 

In  anotlier  yenr  appears  a  jtaytnent  in  kind  from  the  fi»ber- 
men,  consisting  of  su  many  hcrriuf^s,  some  payiu^us  high  as  iwa 
hundred  and  a  half  chcIi,  one  eijght  and  a  half,  and  othera  as  lov 
as  a  quarter  of  a  hundred.  Tlicy  were  valued  at  S*/.  per  hun- 
dred, and  BH  the  whole  amouuted  to  1/.  dt.  \0d.,  there  must 
have  been  about  40  hundred.  The  fishery  yielded  jret  another 
payment,  as  the  following  heading  shows  : 

"  The  receipts  of  auch  boats  as  were  at  Jememouth_.  in  the 
first  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  iiord  King  Bdword  the 
Sixth." 

There  vere  sixteen  boats,  and  they  paid  the  clturchwsntecs 
the  sum  of  St.  12>.  4{/.,  bcin^  au  average  of  124.  9^  (or  endi 
boat.     Jernemouthis  the  aocient  name  of  Yarmouth. 

By  another  entry  it  would  seem  that  the  tramellcra  paid  nfler 
the  rate  of  one  penny  per  week  per  boat ;  and  that  the  pne«t 
also  pud  17(.  iOd.  for  maltod  (or  tax)  of  the  trauidlcrii.  To 
understand  this  it  must  be  recollected,  that  independent  of  pay- 
ments to  the  churchwardens,  the  fi)«hcrmc»  paid  a  tilhe  to  the 
clergy,  and  tUia  seems  to  be  a  sort  of  rate  paid  by  them  towards 
the  BUpport  of  the  cliurch. 

There  is  yet  one  more  item  of  fiah,  first  occurring  ia  1646. 
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It  is  colled  "  Flevers ;"  this  was  the  sum  of  1  ]».  Gid.  collected 
from  13  IxMtK,  being  not  quite  a  shillin);  a  boat.  Flt>wers  were, 
I  belie%-e,  the  voting  fry  of  some  largt-r  fisli. 

Thus,  then,'  the  scvcml  collections,  untler  the  head  of  fish, 
were  these ; 


Saint  yinrfi  t-bart,  Mrift  per  boat 
Trninvtlon  iii  Trairlrrii,  ilu. 
Doat*  tlmt  vent  l4  Yntmoulii,  ik>. 
IViHTa,  t>ei  bout,  at  huaiR,  atinul 
t>v.  Jd.  nl  Yarniuulti 

Tbe  p[)p(t*'  tDallol  «r  tax 
llpTTingii  paiil  ill  htn'l,  nl  fm  Immlrtd 


i.  if. 
4    B 

i  iD| 

Id    9 
0  lot 

4     B 
IT   10 

0   e 


The  following  show  other  miscellaneous  sources  of  revenue  in 
1533: 

ftoteind  for  lb«  (crent  ImII  for  Mantcr  Mucho        •  0    I    V 

Bur}1i>S  'n  "■»  cbiircli     •               •               •  -       0    C    i 

narjtni- <)(«  Suuilanj             •              •              -  10    0 

Tlip  cm*)  forclu.            -                 •                 •  •        0    0     S 

Do,  !tl  .Mnrtliair*  Iwirtlnc        -                 -                -  0    8     4 
for  wntllHii  of  wBi,  thai  it.  o(  cuiJIm  ot  Upem  at  a  fnnnal   0     I     0 

Xlmilcinijlhn  j;taiiii<!  ill  Ihccliiirrli            -                 -  OS! 

Furllii?l>»ll  nt  (Iw  niontfa'anilnduf  Mr.Carpentcr  •          0     10 

Do.  the  t*rl{th  do.  of  Mr.  lilxKlic            •                -  0    14 

Some  few  other  receipts  arc  shown  in  nn  earlier  page,  and  we 
may  here  conclude  thiti  head  of  tlioni  with  oh«er\-ing,  llint  they 
remained  the  samcdowii  to  a.d.  1570,  whi-n  our  uccuums  close, 
until  A.D,  1710,  when  we  find  ourselves  arrived  at  the  orn  of 
church  rates,  whicli  hxd  then  sujKnscded  all  other  methods  of 
raising  money  for  the  support  of  the  church  and  for  the  per- 
foriDiutce  of  its  ceremonicit. 

Doctor  Sewell,  in  his  letter  of  1520,  disntites  the  claim  of  the 
churchwardens,  but  cnuscnts  topay^  while  he  is  vicar,  the  an- 
nual sum  uf  21.,  with  certain  arrcais  amounting  to  lAL ;  but  all 
the  payments  we  can  find  are  these,  viz. : 

In  ]62i},  6f.i  15-23,  -V. ;  1624,  2/. ;  and  in  1525,  2/.,  amount- 
ing to  12/.;  when  probably  the  reverend  doctor  died,  as  no 
payments  appear  atier  this  iaat  year. 

We  must  next  examine  the  revenues  of  the  parson  and  vicar. 
That  of  the  former  is  contained  within  a  small  compaas,  con- 
sisting of  the  tithes  on  com  and  hay,  commonly  cjilled  the 
"  Great  Tithes,"  and  these  were  commuted  by  the  Bishop  of 
Winchester,  under  the  new  Tithe  Act,  on  March  Sth,  1839,  at 
the  annual  rent-charge  of  315/.,  to  commence  from  October  tst 
next  following.  Previously  to  such  commutation  the  following 
preliminaries  were  agreed  to  by  the  tjthc-owners  and  the  tithc- 
payen:— 


AM 
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"  That  the  pari&h  contftiaed  2399<t.  Ir.  33/).  of  land.  Thai 
the  total  quantity  or  land  Id  the  pu-ish  subject  to  any  kind  of 
tithe  was  '2047  acres. 

"  That  the  whole  quantity  of  arable  land  was  567  acres. 

"  That  the  iviuiiiiidcr  of  the  land  Buhject  lo  tithe  is  paatttiv, 
with  the  exception  of  182  atntule  acres  of  hops. 

"  Tliat  there  is  no  Rlehe  land  in  the  parish,  nor  any  land* 
eseoipt  from  the  paj-ment  of  tithes. 

"  'Fbat  the  rectonal  tithes  consist  of  the  tithes  of  com  and 
hay. 

"  That  the  rest  of  the  tithes  (including  hops)  belong  to  the 
I'iear. 

"  That  there  are  no  moduses  nor  compositionft. 

"  That  it  was  claimed  by  the  vicar  (and  assented  to  by  the 
agent  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Winchester)  that  the  vicar  vom  en- 
titled to  the  prescriptive  annual  payment  of  12/,  lOj.  Irom  the 
rectorial  tithe*,  by  way  of  augmentation,  which  is  not  to  be 
affected  by  the  commutation." 

It  was  proposed  by  the  landowners  and  assented  to  by  the 
vicar,  that  the  ordinary  tilhcB  on  hop-lands  should  be  taliea  at 
four  shillinfTs  per  statute  acre. 

The  vicarial  revenue  consists  of  a  greater  number  of  articles 
than  the  rectorial,  as  wc  Bhall  jtrocced  to  show. 

Doctor  Sewell,  in  his  letter  oi  1.V20,  saya,  *'  The  churchwarden 
rec«iveth  yearly  the  fourth  penny  of  the  tramcllcrs  in  summer; 
but  why  the  chitreh  shotdd  have  any  eueh  tythes  I  am  in 
doubt  ;■'  from  which  words  wc  gather  that  the  vicar  received  a 
lithe  on  fisli,  and  (his  is  further  corroborated  by  the  memorwi- 
dum  left  by  Mr.  Wilson,  the  \4earj  in  1700,  wherein  be  sayii 
speaking  of  the  vicarial  revenue,  "  Macknrel  and  herrings^at 
three  farthings  per  score,  out  of  cvciy  boat  that  went  to  the  siud 
fisbiofi  everj'  season."  Whether  he  collected  this  tithe  he  does 
not  tell  us ;  but  he  enumerates  the  followinp,  as  forming  the  in- 
come of  the  \icar  :  "  Tiie  tithes  of  hop?,  which  he  recovered  in 
1718.  Vicarial  tithes,  at  li.  per  pound.  Offeriiips  at  twopence 
per  head,  collected  by  the  clerk  on  Kaater  Monday.  For  the 
(Treat  bell,  when  rung  at  a  funeral,  eightpencc ;  the  same  for  the 
fifth  bell  since  they  were  east  into  six.  Churching  a  woman, 
aispcnce.  Registering  a  christening,  sixpence ;  which  lie  al* 
lowed  the  clerk.  Registering  a  biirial,  sixpence.  Pubtisbing 
banns,  one  shilling.  A  wedding,  five  shillings  (the  &ume  if  the 
woman  hved  in  the  parish  and  married  elsewhere).  Breaking 
up  ground  in  the  body  of  tlie  church,  six  ohillings  and  eight- 
pence  (for  a  stranger,  double).  Breaking  ground  in  the  churcb- 
yard  for  a  stranger,  six  shillings  and  eightpence.    For  ccrtiflcstc 
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people  he  usuoUy  took  half  fe«.  Mud  otXea  lew.  Writtas  an 
affidavit,  sixpence.  A  ccrliticatc  out  of  register,  sixpence.  Ccr- 
tilicntc  for  bnnus,  one  shillin{(.'* 

When  the  tithes  \^ere  commuted  io  1839,  it  was  agreed  that 

£     t.4. 

TbetlevBhoaldnMlvo.naarviit-cluirsafattiiaoitliniirjiUtiM*, 

IM-r  annum  ....  4)0    0    9 

Foe  Lis  extnoRUiiary  liUm  <iii  liopi,  after  tbe  ralv  or  lllb.  uat 
■era,  anil**  llii-fuwrrBMiimiittilnl  1*1  acnw.  lti(>f)i«lM     lU    0    9 

He  fMvlxM  Itoat   tliv  iiatioii  •>«  rvolor.  tn-  irTaiil  of  Kina 

Cbutr*  II  .  .  -  -  18  10     o 

tam  10     0 

To  this  tntist  be  ndded  the  fees,  which  are  as  under,  viz. : 

CtauKblng  k  voona       •  •               •               ID 

Jtastttarifift  •  cl)rl<t«i>liis  •             -             -OS 

PublUliiiig  baiiM             •  •                              10 

Wnlilinft                   -  -                -                 •         T    S 

Bfrnklng  tbe  grouDd  In  Uie  clMnli]ratil  Cut  n  ittBiigM  *    A 

Mnklnfi  ont  a  certltlcaiv  -                  •                 S    S 

Du.  mBntagi?  do,  •                   -                   •          3     0 

This  gives  a  vei^  haadsomc  income  :  but  iii  estimaling  it  we 
must  recollect  tliAi  the  vicftr  is  rated  to  the  poor  at  5(X)/.  |x-r 
annum,  and  as  there  are  never  less  than  four,  and  sometimes 
five  books  in  a  year,  at  \i.  in  the  pound,  wo  shaJt  see  this  is  no 
»msll  drawback,  to  \vhi(;h  atao  must  be  added  the  expense  of  a 
ciiratc,  as  the  town  tit  |m>[iuIoub,  aiid  there  arc  three  services  in 
the  chiircb  every  Sundaj,  and  prayers  every  Wednesday  and 
Friday. 

Among  tbe  corporation  muniments  we  found  this  paper, 
entitled — 

"  An  extract  from  tbe  register  at  LcweSj  made  July  16th, 
I T25,  being  b  terrier  of  all  the  uoascssious  and  rights  Dolong- 
iog  to  tbe  vicATOgc  of  Rye,  made  the  16th  day  of  September, 
1W5. 

**  Imprimis.  A  vicaragc-house  and  an  out-kitchen  thereunto 
belonRing:,  two  gardens,  the  one  of  tlicm  botinding  to  the 
chitrehyiml  Boulh-cuHl,  and  to  the  lane  going  into  the  Bulrhcry 
row  north-eoat,  from  thence  to  the  lane  ihiil  Iciulctb  to  the  tene- 
ments of  John  Crouch  north.  The  kitchen  ganlcn,  or  garden 
behind  tbe  houae,  boundeth  to  the  tenements  of  John  Kemp 
south-west,  to  the  lands  of  John  Crouch  north,  to  the  church- 
yard south.     They  are  both  io  quantity  near  upon  20  perches. 

"  Item.  All  tithes  whatsoever  within  the  said  parish  of  Kyc, 
except  the  tithe  of  corn  and  hay,  arc  paid  to  the  vicar. 

"  Xjoatly,  fur  glebe  land,  there  ia  none,  that  wc  know  of,  or 
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ever  heard  of,  "bclouging  to  our  vicarage,   only  our  vicar 
the  htrlmge  of  our  two  churcbyaids. 

(Signed)        "  CiiRisToi'nea  Blackwood,  Curat 

ii'iT.  1     f  !«..  .  Pv,=«-«  ^ Church wttrJcna. 

"  iiic  mark  o\  Jons  Foster, J 

"  "William  Slarkey.     SigDum  Murci  Daaes. 

**  John  Cooper.     Signum  Roherti  Cooper. 

**  Daniel  Spic. 

"  Eiaminatur  die  pnedict.  per  Roltertum  Walter. 

tltoDOlnriuH  ct  rcgiHt.  deput. 

"  This  is  a  true  copy.     Witnc«i  ray  hand, 

**  EDWA.BD  Wilson,  Vic  de  Ry«J 


nce 
the 


Mr.  Wilson  rebuilt  the  vicarage  in  1701,  and  in  consequence 
of  this  expense,  we  prcautne,  he  was  enabled  (o  get  off  the 
lentils  and  ttrst  fruits,  by  the  asflatmicc  and  cucourajcement  of 
the  Bishop  of  Chichester.  ' 

The  gardens  meniionetl  in  the  foregoing  description  of  i 
vicarage  were  situated  thus :  the  first  occupied  the  ground  ru 
ning  east  from  the  house  to  the  little  churchyard,  at  the  norlh- 
cofit  end  of  the  church,  and  run  buck  as  far  ns  the  ground  on 
which  the  row  of  houses  now  stands  facing  the  north  side  of  the 
church,  at  the  back  of  which  was  formerly  a  lajie  leading  from 
the  market  or  Butchery  into  what  ia  now  called  Middle  BlreeL 
This  lane  was  cidlcd  Vicarage  lane,     The  vicar  was  allowed  t^^J 
Belt  this  garden  to  enable  him  to  rebuild  hia  house.  ^H 

The  small  rhurchyard  here  mentioned   and  the  large  vart^^ 
muBC  constitute  the  ttro,  the  herbage  of  which  In  said  lo  belong 
to  the  vicar. 

lu  lo'3G  we  gave  an  account  of  quit-rents  payable  to 
church  on  certain  pruptrties  iii  the  town,  of  which  we  lost 
tmcc  after  the  year  l670,  until  I704,  when  wc  found  in  the 
parish  register  the  following  entry :  *'  The  copy  of  a  rent-roll 
of  the  rent*  and  reven  iies  arising  out  of  certain  Innds  and  tene- 
ments within  the  ancient  town  of  Rye,  Sussex,  which  rents  are 
to  be  collected  by  the  rhiirchwardcns  of  Rye,  forth*  discharge 
of  a  rent  ihcy  stand  chiirgcdwith  to  the  crown,  payable  ycarij^ 
upon  September  'iilth. 


1.1)1  a-ai,n  WAtto. 


ttum—  Lu*,  lata  Sp^ln**,  Sormttlj  Biahta'* 
VldawAikvr,  lMMiiHnt,Utoi!|Mln'«     - 
Vatani,  bitn  MeadovH,  formrrly  $l«tp(ifl 
Jabn  Ctiiltendnti,  trn.,  liile  ^liniji'i 


«.  rf. 

9  t 
0  » 
0  4 
0     S 


0  10 


■ 
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^^^1 

^^K^^F                        *rHint>-uiTS  wian. 

^H 

^ 

Bobvrt  Void,  lalp  PurbFc'i,  formprt}  MnnnoDch 

«  «              ^H 

^^^B 

Mi.  Duller,  lalf  felU-r'i,  ruiuivrlj  Sir  .Inliu  f'm;!;*        • 

9  s               ^H 

^^^K 

ItutwtiSmkib,     DeiMotiX      »       Mark  'Ibvmw 

0  s                 ^H 

^^^H 

Itlrljnril  lirtTcnrr,  Ia1«  {!oirtei 

0     4                          ^H 

^^^H 

Hubcrl  llnunwil,     „     Mnlpau     ... 

0  s               ^H 

^^^H 

Tltomat  Moor         „    Croiiche'i 

0  «              ^H 

^^^H 

UcorgH  Wnedan.  latn  S^moncl*,  lomutis  Gvf 

D  1                  ^H 

^B 

Tbo  hcin  of  Wldon  Elpblck 

0  «                  ^H 

^B 

NtlUiKT  ir.i>i>. 

1  >              ^H 

^^^M 

Rubfrl  n'olih.  Uto  Bnul'i  hiMn,  Butctisrjr 

D     4                               ^^1 

^^r 

CvoriiP  Uiirwnsh,  liuiue  nnd  abop.  uljoliiing  the  tharchj'anl 

1 

0     4                               ^H 

^^H 

P                                  MIDDLE  nstnajiaD. 

^^1 

^^^^^^ 

Mr.  TmkxT,  Inls  JtukP,  rnrmcrly  Piilinft      •                 • 

•  a                   ^H 

^^^M 

M'ltliani  Vo«,  ten.,  Inic  Jrake.  lormeTlj  Michl.  JMAb 

«  t                 ^H 

^^^H 

Mr.  Smltli  Niiil  tViiiiiv  PeliM,  (i-imni^nl.  tatv  Smlth'i, 

^^^1 

^^^H 

(onnetlf  Ciouch'*.    callnl   (inwn    Unit,    nmi    Iha 

^^^M 

^^^ 

.         et>iueii;an]                   .... 

0    3                           ^H 

^^^ 

f 

■4Dnua'«  vjiD. 

^^H 

^^^H 

JohD  Adaau,  laleKlnK.meuifmBntin  tbaoUcbnrtkjWtl 

a    a                   ^H 

^^^H 

Thnmnii  PIflffvn*  nnil  flit)  lidn  o(  WlUiim  Oak*  pott. 

^^^1 

^^^H 

Idtf  John  Ptrkitr  ■ikl  ['homni  8«al«,  fonnerlf  UaU* 

^^^1 

^^^H 

•nil  fU4wt1CBcla»n 

1   0                 ^H 

^^^1 

Jabo  Craucb.UU  Tbomw  Cruuch,  Tarmcrlr  William 

^^H 

^^^H 

SIojnoK'B              .... 

0  0               ^H 

^^^H 

Mr.  JohnSlnils,  t««t«nMB«ati,talaCbuweiri,  forai«rl)' 

^^H 

^^^H 

Ssutid«rii    *               .               -               .               . 

0   a                  ^H 

^^^B 

Jncob  Srnnil  iinJ   John   BfMilhrfilK«i  loo  l«a«iDonb, 

^^H 

^^ 

■ale  Tboaioj  DagtrO'i         ... 
L 

s  0                ^H 

^V 

Slr>  Jofen  Slitd?  nnd  Jobn  Ettwurdo,  («d  tnnoiDentR,  tale 

^^^H 

^^^1 

nidianl  l'«rkH           .... 

9    0                        ^H 

^^^H 

Tbcwidowarilftnrf  Swnlno,  ■haoaii,  Inln  KoHcrt  Strains 

0  s                  ^H 

^^^H 

llrtn   •>(  TrUIian  Uilc  for  Ihe  ground   (ifae  Qonkon' 

^^^1 

^^^H 

bBi7iiig.|ilam)     .... 

a  0                  ^H 

^^^^B 

Dlllo.  ItnFninnt.  Iiit«  Rml'* 

a    0                    ^^1 

^^^^1 

Holraof  Mr.  Prniicls  Vdudk,  for  «p)e«eof  wMtegn>iind 
late  LMBinl  S}nMn1i,  oo  tbo  VtmI  CHIT  - 

^^^H 

^^ 

s   0                    ^^1 
4  a                 ^H 

^h 

r                                                         Tow           -        £1 

^^^r 

Tlii*  It  ■  tru#  copy  «i  Ilia  cfawcb'*  nnlal,  taken  from  a 

|iar«bnicnl  mU,            ^^H 

^^^^^_ 

In  tbe  year  llOi,  by  me. 

^^H 

^^^^^M 

1                                 WUMMmrband. 

^^H 

^^^" 

EnwjBn  Wiuen,  VIcm.            ^^H 

1       An 

nnnunl  fee-farm  rent,  issuing  out  of  the  cliurch  and  church-         ^^M 

I  y*"^.                                                                     ^^ 

is  pud  by  the  churcbwa^ens,  the  ortsin  of  which  hu        ^H 

1    hIthrrU)  been  unknown,  until,  on  searching;  the  old  account-          ^^| 

1    book, 

n-c  ihiok  we  have  bccu  able  to  trace  it  out. 

From  a  re-        ^H 
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mote  period  sevcrat  houses  and  lands  ncrc  subject  to  crom 
rcntfi,  and  an  officer  vaa  appointed  to  collect  them  by  ibc  sove- 
reign, ivho  was  railed  the  king's  bailiff,  and  soatetimca  th«  wattf 
bailitr.  Some  of  these  rents^  we  have  aeen,  were  given  up  to  the 
cor]>oratiou  in  1585.  and  the  ]ast  ri'tiL  wa&  on  thir  house  stAnding 
at  (hi^  top  of  Conduit  hill,  and  which  waa  rcdccmeU  in  XSii- 
The  rent  wc  are  sptaking  of,  still  paid  by  the  churchwardenii 
was  probably  put  upon  the  ground  forming  the  aitc  of  tbc 
church  and  its  yard  at  tbe  tune  when,  ou  the  destruction  of  the 
former  ediBce  in  the  Gun-garden,  the  present  one  was  crcctnl, 
at  the  close  of  the  tnellth  or  commencement  of  ihc  thirteenth 
oenCtuy.  The  following  are  the  various  entries  showing  the 
payment  of  tltis  rent,  the  first  being  in  15t23  : 

ISO.  V»M  >f  r.  WjBKHii],  lor  rent  ol  \be  cUuttb 
IddO.  Paid  EdtnnlWtUe*        do. 
Mii.  Ptiiil  Mt.  Sucliflald'i  man.  foi  rMb  of  Iba  cburch, 
dui-'untu  Uie  (^wwn'i  M»jMty 
Pnid  tn  Mr.  C>»nhriKH.  (or  Ihr  Idvn'i  rant  - 
Do.  Ciiurrb  f»iit  unit  ihiiirlijaml 
l!M.    Paid  Uio  luwn  clerk  for  a  mtl  dm-  lo  ttw  QMMCt 
Mnjwty      .... 
Do.  wAler-bolIilT,  for  IhcctiuTrh  and  rliiiiebjsrU 

From  the  loss  of  hooks,  wc  must  pas«  on  lo — 

)14T.  P*1<3  JoLn  llickmant  ijcdr/imt 

nn.  Do.  Bm.  of  l.oril  t'iMETiiiiiai 

1701.  I>a.  Ivul  of  Kadnor,  3  jmiih*  fre-fann  • 

1194. 

i;w. 
]««. 

IH23. 
IHSO. 
Ii3ti. 
1«45. 

And  this  last  U  novr  the  iKUled  rent. 

In  referring  to  the  quit-rents  due  to  the  chiirrh  nnd  the  ftrtv 
farm  rent  payable  by  it,  wc  perceive  the  old  adngc  of  "  Nullum 
tenipits  ecclesin;'*  reversed.  She  has  lost  her  revenue  and  re- 
tains bcr  debt. 

And  here  we  leave  the  church,  thin  venerable  building,  which, 
after  the  lapse  of  fJOU  yetirs,  and  after  nil  tbc  nivnges  of  firv  and 
of  time,  still  standn  a  memorial  of  the  great  lahoiir  and  sktti 
originally  bestowed  upon  it ;  nnd  although  u-e  cannot  &ay  with 
Stowc,  it  h  "  a  chiu\:b  of  a  woiidertul  beauty,"  yet  wc  luiiy  per- 
haps Qgrco  with  Jcake,  that  it  ia  "  the  goodhest  editiec  of  the 
kind  in  the  counties  of  Kent  and  Sussex,  the  cathedrals  cv 
ceptcd."  Long  may  it  stand,  and  long  may  its  roof  aud  aisles 
re-echo  the  sounds  of  the  pure  Protestant  doctrines  M-hich  are 
now  taught  thereiu.     Long  may  her  ministers,  with  zeal  and 


D* 

do. 

3  .Jo. 

Do. 

do. 

Ido. 

Pv. 

do. 

1  «>.    - 

Ita. 

do. 

lito. 

Ua. 

itD. 

1  do.    - 

Do. 

do. 

l<lo. 

Do. 

do. 

Idu.     . 

Do. 

di). 

Ida. 

Ilo. 

do. 

Ida.     . 

£   ». 

a. 

0    a 

0 

0     0 

0 

0  IJ 

a 

0     A 

0 

0     S 

a 

1      4 

o 

a    A 

o 

b    s 

0 

6  la 

a 

S    a 

V 

a  » 

0 

1   « 

0 

1     7 

-« 

1    IA 

0 

1     i 

0 

1    II 

a 

1     5 

0 

1    11 

8 

1    It 

a 

BCCLBStABTICAL  HISTORY. 


637 


liODeaty,  pr«ac1i  tbcsc  doctrines,  to  the  honour  of  Qod  and  the 
salvatiOQ  of  those  who  assemble  within  it«  sacn^-J  walls. 


TOc  raiARV 

U  the  next  ecclesinfitica]  edifice,  in  point  of  timo,  the  remains 
of  nhich;  though  much  changed  from   the  original,  arc  still 
slanding  about  half-nny  down  the  Conduit  bill,  on  the  east  side. 
Having  given  its  nrchitcctural  character  in  another  chapter,  un- 
der the  head  of  antiquities,  we  shall  here  confine  oui-selvcs  to 
its  reltgiouB  one.    The  only  informntion  hitherto  possessed  by  ub 
is  coDtained  in  these  words  of  Jeake:  "  Rye  had  a  monastery  of 
the  Friars  Ilcremiles  of  Suint  .\ugUBtiDCR,  the  chapel  whereof  in 
yet  standing,  erected  anno  IG  Henry  VllI,  and  dissolved  by  him 
shortW  after,  with  the  first  dissolution,  in  the  ^7th  year  of  his 
reign,  because  the  revenues  were  not  2<J0/.  per  annum ;"  and  he 
founds  this  (Opinion  on  n  CL-rttttn  inotnoriinduin  in  the  town  re> 
cordSfStAtiDK  that  the  roof  of  the  building  was  erected  in  thai  first 
year  1524.  The  house  of  Austin  Friars  is  meuiioucd  as  far  back  as 
the  37th  Edward  111,  .\.n.  I3&t,  and  when  it  was  di&solved  by 
Henry  VI I  [,theBiteofit  was  fp:mneA  byfaimtoTbomasGoodwia. 
In  1433  Thomas  Sockvillr,  Knt.,  pfive,  by  his  will,  dated  in  De- 
cember of  the  same  rear,  to  the  brothem  Augustin  of  Uyc,6x.  Hd. 
By  a  careful  inspection  of  the  old  accounts  of  the  churcnwardens 
we  have  gleant-d  a  few  more  parliculars,  which  we  will  now  lav 
before  our  readers ;  and  bad  Jcaltc  looked  into  this  book,  whicK 
liL-  would  have  found  in  tlic  court-hall,  to  which,  as  town  clerk, 
he  had  acceu,  he  would  have  seen  that  this  friary  was  erected 
earlier  than  he  says;    because   in   tbc  will  of  John  Bcwicy, 
quoted  under  the  head  of  (be   Church,  and  uhich  is  dated 
Slarch  I2lh,   1517,   he  would  liiivc  rend  these  words:  "  Iti^m. 
I  bequcati)  to  the  house  of  Friars  Augustines,  within  the  town 
of  Rye,  eight  shilUiigH.'^     Furthemiore  he  would  have  read, 
"  that  in  wilurc  of  heirs,  certain  tenements  are  to  go  lo  the 
churchwardens,  to  keep  an  annual  obit  for  the  good  of  his  soul, 
for  which  they  are  to   pay  ten   shillings  lo  the  vicar  of  the 
church ;  and  that  if  the  prior  of  the  Friars  Augustinea  for  the 
Ltimc  being  will  bo  personally  present,  he  shall  rt:cx:ive  audi  like 
I  itipend  as  other  priests  of  the  church  have.     Lastly,  should  the 
churchwurdeaa  fall  to  keen  the  obil,  then  he  directs  (bat  the 
I)rofits  of  the  tenements  siisll  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  Friars 
Li^ugustines,  on  condition  that  diey  should  keep  the  obit  yearly 
St  tti«  Friars." 

These  exiracta  show  the  cxiatencc  of  this  fratenuly  seven 
years  liefore  the  time  fixed  by  Jeake  ;  while  the  following  lend 
I  throw  still  further  light  on  iu  history : 
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1510.  Paid  for  nnt  lo  tba  FrUry,  for  lU}  le  land  aod  Mount* 

isao.  Do.  fur  mill  ot  MotmU  bikI  Ha)lw'«  Iniid  lu  tlie  FhufdiMk 

IdSa.  Do.    do.  Moiiola  land  la  tb«  Prluj  clerk 

KSl.   Do.     <|u.  ■  '  ■  •  . 

ma.  Do.    do.      - 

1083.  ZK(.    do.  - 


0  • 
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This  is  the  last  rent  wcran  discover  to  have  been  paid  by  the 
church  to  the  Friary,  and  tht-Tcforc  wc  may  conclude,  with 
Jeakc,  that  it  was  di&aolvcd  a.d-  l/iOo,  that  is,  very  shortly 
after  this  time. 

An  wc  rcpcRlcdIy  meet  with  this  word  "  Mount*"  occurring 
before  this  period,  and  continuing  don-n  to  a  much  later  one,  it 
mny  be  worth  nbitc  tu  endeavour  to  fix  its  lucalily. 

In  an  early  part  of  our  history  we  have  shown  that  Saint 
Bartholomew's  Hospitol  stood  in  the  ground:*  immc4lialely  to 
the  north  of  Dead  Man's  lane,  at  the  back  of  Mounthrld 
House.  This  house  stands  on  a  moimt^nnd  in  the  fields  above 
arc  other  mounts  or  elevations,  which  gave  the  name  to  the 
Bpot>  and  which  we  shall  be  able  to  trace  down  to  the  present 
day. 

VVe  have  been  unable  to  fix  the  time  of  the  dissolution  of  the 
hospital,  and  therefore  can  only  surmise,  that  on  tliis  event 
taking  place,  the  lands  belonging  to  it  passed  into  the  poeaes- 
sion  of  the  church,  in  the  CuHtomtil,  bearing  date  A.D.  1568, 
the  hospital  is  mentioned  ;  but  as  this  ivns  copied  from  a  much 
older  one  of  the  reign  of  Edward  III,  all  was  re-entered  in  the 
newer,  though  some  of  the  articles  were  become  obsolete.  That 
relating  to  ennctuary  is  retained,  although  this  wils  in  a  great 
measure  nboltshed  by  Henry  VIII,  and  therefore  the  retention 
of  the  rules  of  the  hospital  is  do  further  proof  of  its  existence  in 
\i)HS  than  that  relating  to  sanctuary  ia  of  this  privilege  having 
been  in  full  force,  which,  we  have  reason  to  believe,  was  not. 
Therefore  we  argue,  that  as  we  shall  show  the  Mounts  to  have 
belonged  to  the  church  as  early  as  I6l3,  the  ho&pitnl  hud  then 
been  (lissolved.  The  auhjoined  are  the  proofs  of  our  assertion, 
taken  from  the  receipts  of  the  church  : 


ISli.  RttMtvi  Tor  Umt  of  MountM,  tenpmenU,  nnd  lund 
which  faalttetli  to  bme  Jabn  CnryiiuiJ,  pnr  anri. 

IA14.  T)o.  for  MounW,  bpmr,  tha  faoBwit,  nnd  -i  ntrtt  u(  land, 
lb«  tcniiot  to  keep  »ull5clonl  tPimi™ 

IdlA.  Da.  MoiinU,  Ivnvniunla,  and  land  uf  John  Cafimlw      - 

IMH.  Oo.orThaaiB*  Adam  ... 

l&4it.  Uo.of  RuheitCow^i       .  .  .  . 

IMD.  Do.  of  Mr.  Caj'roer  nnd  oUien 

Uia.  I>o.orJolin  Uaylfijnnt  .  .  ■ 
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Thus  fur  the  churchwardens*  accounts,  from  which  it  appears 
the  property  wa«  vvKt«d  in  the  church  ak  early  as  1613,  und  so 
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continued  to  1570,  and  thnt  from  1519  to  1^3  she  ^d  a  sort 
of  quit-rent  to  the  Friary,  but  which  ceased  ut  that  time,  when 
the  whol<^  rnnt  reverted  to  the  churchwardens. 

Tliis  properly  njipcarfl  ngmn  in  the  cliurch  rates  of  1755, 
from  which  time  to  177(>  it  belonged  Co  Mr.  William  Davis, 
and  18  called  Mounts  and  Munis.  In  this  last  year,  on  the 
marriage  of  Thomas  Phillips  Lamb,  Esq.,  with  the  daughter  of 
the  abovc-Domcd  gentleman,  the  present  house  was  erected  and 
occupied  by-  Mr.  L.amb,  and  assumed  the  modern  naiuu  of 
Mountlield. 

In  lo"2  many  French  Huguenots  fled  to  Rye  to  escape  per- 
secution in  their  own  country,  and  it  is  said  the  Friary  was 
given  up  to  them,  partly  to  reside^  and  partly  to  perform  divine 
worship  in ;  and  two  entries  in  the  regiKter  of  burials  in  1679 
and  loSO,  of  a  Frenchman  and  a  French  child  who  dief)  ther^ 
confirm  this  report. 

The  Friary,  after  this,  not  having  been  applied,  that  wc  are 
aware  of,  to  any  relig-iou8  uses,  we  shall  here  cloac  our  history  of 
it,  referring  our  readers  to  the  chapter  on  antiquities  for  an  ac- 
count of  the  various  transiuigratiotu  it  buflinocpastied  through. 

CARHE1.ITK  FRtARA. 

An  old  building,  situate  on  the  soiiih  side  of  the  churchran}, 
has  always  been  considered  an  a  religious  edi6c«  of  wroe  Kind, 
but  what  it  was  exacllv  has  been  hitherto  unknown.  Now  wc 
think  this  doubt  may  be  cleared  up,  and  wc  may  safely  consider 
it  n  house  of  Carmelite  frinm,  fur  that  such  ii  hnujiv  existed  ia 
Rye  is  plain,  from  the  fact  that  the  aamc  Thomas  Saekville  al- 
luded  to  before  did,  by  his  same  will,  give  to  the  brothers  Car- 
melites of  Rtc  the  sum  of  Os.  Sd.  This  Thomas  Saekville, 
nho  moat  probably  was  a  relative  of  the  Dorset  family,  married 
Maj^garct,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Daliugrig,  of  Bodiam  Cs«tle, 
raster  and  coheir  of  Sir  John  Dalingrig ;  anil  this  union  brought 
him  in  connexion  with  ihlt  part  ol  the  cuuniry,  and  will  help 
to  account  for  his  leaving  these  sums  to  the  (UHerent  firtars  of 
Kye. 

PRESBTTRRIANS. 

Though  Presbyterianism  was  established  in  Scotland  at  the 
close  of  the  sixteenth,  it  did  oot  rise  into  any  importance  in 
England  until  the  seventeenth  century.  When  Charics  I, 
fearing  to  be  taken  prisoner  by  the  Parliiimeni  army,  fled  from 
Oxforn  in  U)46,  and  threw  himself  for  i)roteclion  into  the  Scotch 
army  at  Newark,  the  littler,  more  intent  on  ttur  c^tiihtishment  of 
1  heir  religion  than  on  the  preservation  of  their  honour,  seem  to 
have  adopted  that  too-celebrated  maxim  of  the  Jesuits,  '*'  the 
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end  Banctifies  the  means."  AAer  preushing  against  him  (Vum 
the  pulpit,  they  treacherously  sold  him  to  the  ParliarDeot,  with 
the  double  puqiosc  of  obtftinia|^  money  and  of  destroying 
episcopacy  iii  his  person.  Thus  in  U>18  ive  tind  the  Presby- 
terian Deeamc  the  established  religion  of  the  country. 

From  this  last  year  we  uiay  date  the  ri»e  of  frt-abytcrianiam 
in  the  tovn  of  Rye,  at  the  head  of  which  vere  Samnel  Jeake 
the  elder,  Thomas  Toumay  (florae  iinie  mnvor),  lliomuK  ^iiUer, 
Samuel  Jeakc  the  younser,  and  Thomas  >farkwiek. 

In  1653  the  elder  Jeiikc  was  elected  rcglstnir  of  births, 
I  deaths,  and  marriuffes,  an  recorded  in  the  church  register,  which 
would  Aeem  to  tinpTy  thiit  ihe  ehiiri^h  van  thcii  in  the  hnnds  of 
the  l*rcsbyterians.  This  office  he  resigned  in  1(kK>,  and  after 
the  restoration  of  Charles  II  in  1660,  they  became  a  persecuted 
Bcct,  as  i*  «<t  forth  more  fully  in  the  biography  of  the  Jeake 
femily.  We  conclude  the  church  waii  in  their  hands  at  the 
time  above  mentioned,  bcciiusc  othcru-i»c  the  Presbyterians 
would  have  had  a  place  of  wonthip  of  their  own ;  but  such  was 
'   not  the  case. 

On  the  death  of  the  second  Charles,  in  1 685,  the  Presbyte- 
rians once  more  rni-ied  their  heads  in  Uyc,  n-hen  the  elder 
Jeake,  who  hud  bcca  before  compelled  to  leave  the  town  to 
avoid  prosecution,  returned  in  ]6H7,  and  on  May  2Dth,  six  days 
after  his  arrival,  a  meeting  was  publicly  held,  at  which  he  spoke, 
for  il  must  be  remembered  he  had  alwayi^  been  a  prencher  among 
them.  But  it  was  not  until  the  acccsaion  of  William  and  Miiry, 
in  l(JSy,  that  full  toleration  was  enjoyed  by  Che  Prcibyteriana. 
After  this  time  wc  may  suppose  this  rehgioua  body  to  have  in- 
creaHcd  in  numbers, though  itwas  not unii  1  theycar  17U3 that  they 
^  had  any  public  place  of  meeting,  when  the  wife  of  the  second 
Jeakc  erected  one  in  the  Mermaid  street,  on  the  east  side  of  his 
I  house,  and  this  building  still  goes  by  the  name  of  the  meeting- 
house, though  now  a  private  dwelling.  Mrs.  Jeakc  obtained  a 
licence  from  the  mayor  and  jurats  in  17lXJ  to  preach  in  this 
building.  The  following  arc  the  words  of  tlie  licence,  •«  re- 
corded m  the  books  of  llic  corporatiou : 

"May  1 0th,  1703,  At  this  hundred  was  appointed  and 
licensed  the  house  purchaised  by  iSiuniiel  Jeakr,  late  of  Rye, 
merehnnt,  deceased,  of  Robert  Hamblcdeii  and  Marj-  his  wife, 
Bud  since  was  built  by  Elisabeth,  widow  of  the  said  Samuel 
Joake,  situate  and  being  in  the  Middle  street,  adjuinitig  to  the 
now  dwelling-house  of  the  said  Elizabeth  Jeiikc,  in  Rye-  afore- 
said, to  be  a  houHC  of  public  worship  in  the  town  of  Uyc  afore- 
said, for  a  certain  congregation  or  assembly  theretnilo  be- 
longing." 

How  bag  the  IVesbytcrians  occupied  it  does  not  appear; 
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but  in  1 773  ic  paused  Tur  n  period  into  the  poSBCSSton  of  the 
VVcslcyan  Methodists,  and  atlliis  present  time  we  are  not  aware 
that  a  dingte  Prtsb^-lerian  can  bv  found  Ju  the  whole  towu  of 
llyc. 

QDAKBDS. 

The  Qiiakom  are  a  denomination  of  Chri«tiin8,  which  wag 
fimi  liirmcd  by  George  Vox  about  tlic  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
a'ntuiT',  and  some  of  llieir  body  settled  in  Rye  at  the  close  of 
tliiH  or  the  commcnccRicDt  of  the  following  one,  for  in  the 
church  register  of  burials  arc  the  following  entries : 


ITOS. 

):06. 

ItOP. 
ITII. 

I7]i0. 

Ilia. 
iTai. 


AxHir,  wifo  vS  Utimpttnj  Cttdet  •  <)ukk«r> 
Rlward  Ciuibet  -  -  do. 
Mniy  jtjrinoiida  -  -  ■  Ju. 
EJiubclb,  Ttite  of  ITtlllain  0*k«  ia. 
Mnr(X»'<<t  llniuh,  wldov  -  do. 
TlionmSralo  -  -  ilo. 
Sural)  fk'n(ii,  widoir  -  do. 
Jcirni)  U'ikf  -  -  dft 
lliiinpliir)  Cnn1»t  -  -da, 
nioaiai  Allen,  jmumepBUiilioeaiiAct  do. 
nmnct,  riun  of  'I'liotlMi  CiiTdrr  •  do. 
Cunlei              -                           da. 


This  is  the  lost  entry,  and  we  may  conclude  that  about  this 
time  they  either  died  off  or  left  the  town,  for  in  1T63  the 
Baptigis  purchased  their  mcetin^-housc,  which  had  [ireviously 
heeu  cla§ed  for  utmc  year^.  This  is  the  chapel  nliich  is  xtill, 
:tt'ier  lliv  lup)u.>  of  nearly  a  century,  occnjiied  by  tbem,  Ktanding 
at  the  top  ol'  the  Strand  hill,  on  the  south  side.  In  what  year 
the  (juukers  erected  this  uhtce  of  worship  docs  not  appear ;  but 
having  seen,  ftome  f>agea  oack,  tliat  they  had  a  bury  in  (^-ground 
as  earfy  tia  1704,  one  would  be  led  to  Ix-licrc  ihcy  aiso  then  had 
a  meeting;  but  this  »lill  leaves  un  in  doubt,  because  we  fin{l 
syuic  Uuiikcra,  if  not  uU,  were  buried  i»  the  eburchyard,  or  at 
nil  events,  had  their  dcncb!i  recorded  in  the  register,  which. we 
su|ijKi>)c  would  not  have  been  the  case  had  they  been  interred 
elKcwhere. 

Attached  to  the  Baptist  ehapel  ts  a  buryinr-ground,  and  in 
which  a  son  of  their  first  minister  was  buried,  very  soon  after 
hia  takinj;  possession  of  the  chapel,  and  therefore  we  conclude 
this  is  the  identical  spot  iu  question. 

It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  when  the  (luakcrs  sold  their 
mcelitig  to  the  Baptists,  they  reiHTved  to  them&clvce  the  right 
of  holding  a  meeting  in  it  at  any  future  time,  when  any  of  tlictr 
members  might  come  to  the  town  and  choose  to  do  so;  and 
this  rif^ht  was  exercised  in  ItSSS,  though  in  jueiice  to  the  pre- 
sent Baptist  minister,  the  Rev.  Andrew  Smith,  it  must  be  re- 
marked that  the  Uuakcrs  who  Ibeo  attended  were  not  aware  of 


542 


KCCCEfllABTICAL  tUBTOKT. 


tlictr  ri|;tit,  until  infonned  of  it  by  him.  Anioiig  ihc  few  who 
then  held  a.  meeting  in  this  chnpel  was  tl»e  celebrated  Mrs.  Fry, 
so  H'cll  known  for  her  cxtcnaivc  charity  itad  general  bcDCVoIcQoe 
and  philanthropy. 

BAPTIST*. 

The  fint  Baptist  charch  wns  formed  in  Rye  a.d.   1750,  and 

in  17^  the  Qiiidccrs'  meeting- house,  being  shut  up,  ti-os  pur- 
chased by  thera,  toecthcr  with  the  buriiil-zround  at  the  back ; 
Imt,  being  in  n  ililapulalcil  state,  was  [julWu  ilown,  and  the  pre- 
sent chapel  erected  on  the  site. 

The  fbllon'ing  arc  the  nnmes  of  the  ministera  ordained  from 
that  tiinc  to  the  present  to  this  place  of  worship: 


\im.  The  (trv.  rtiirlH  Roducn,  trbo  wa>  i«mo'Dd  to  Exeter. 

ITUO.  Rov.  Moritofl  (-AJaiinlt. 

-1161.  Idf*.  TlKimn.  Piiril). 

lAJ  I.  Rev.  JarntB  Rr*i<4. 

IHSl,  Rev.  Amirew  Kntltb,  whi>  In  Ui»  pi«wn(  minlilA. 


I 


In  1811  the  Rev.  Thomas  Purdy,  having  become  adranced  in 

Jrean,  the  congregation  uppoinled  ll\c  Rev.  James  Rces  to  assist 
itm;  but  this  not  being  pleading  to  llie  former,  and  he  being 
supported  by  hiti  friends  in  oppuajtion  to  thio  arrangement,  n 
schism  unfortunately  took  place,  when  Mr,  Purdy,  having 
raised  contnbutions  from  his  folloivent,  purchased  tbe  house 
adjoining  to  the  chapel,  for  which  he  obtained  a  licence,  and  per- 
formed divine  service  there  up  to  the  lime  of  his  death  in  18|7. 
This  house  is  now  attached  to  the  chapel,  and  ia  the  residence 
of  the  minister  for  the  time  being. 

On  walking  round  the  cemetery  we  notice  the  folloving 
tombs : 

lltfl,    Janw,  ton  of  Rkv.  Chnttat  Roilgrra,  ind  Hiinnith,  bit  wif«. 
Sue  ml 
To  Ihr   memory   0/  tbo 
^  RiTi,  Tboioiu  HiiM;', 

Who  {Jurliiii;  D  iwriwi  ol  iiO  vrBn) 

fnltbfnlly  dlH-hnrKCTt  IIjc  •lulls)  t>(  a  Clirldlan  PW(«r 

umr  Iliu  Bitiillit  Churr.lj  in  Uib  town. 

oiiii[  Fi-b.  ].iiti.  inn, 

Inlbc  Kfl1h>cnr  of  tils  a^. 
Tbe  memory  of  IIip  ju»I  in  blrwil. 

.  To  the  aicmory  nf 

MaTRnrt-i,  wlfn  of  tlatid  Slotibam. 
Who  Jled  S>^|it.  10.  IHi^,  Bj^.^l  A3  yattt. 
'  The  jMiTlenl  muI — Uii>  IiimIj-  miiul 

Sbnll  tuT«  a  Urge  reward. 

INDEPeNDBNTS. 

Out  of  the  schisms  which  occurred  among  the  Baptists  a 
the  Independents  in  the  town  of  Rye,  Mho,  after  tl»c  deat 
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Mr.  Purdy,  in  1817,  built  tlic  little  chapel  now  staoding  in  the 
Watc!ib*U  street,  on  the  north  side,  towards  the  grccu.  'Hie 
following  are  tltc  miuisters  who  have  officiated  there  since  ita 
erection : 

)8I1,  JnlySith.  Ilwaaopencd  b^  •Mvral  minHten  frain  Loadontbul  tliewtllM] 

minliilnr  wn*  llio  Rv*.  CvMrm  To^buutor. 
i<»2.  Rin.  Mark  Nohl<h 
\MS.  Il«.  Jobii  Wood. 
IS.t3.  H«T.Jolin  Wllmoff, 
itia.  Iter.  WIIIIUD  Knlglit. 

In  this  little  flock  another  separation  took  place  in  1842, 
owing  lo  Minw  miHiimlcrstiniilin;^  iK-twrcn  them  nnd  their  paBtor, 
Mr.  VVilmorf,  which  ri'suUi-d  in  the  trustees  getting  po»sc»- 
aion  of  the  chapel,  and  appointing  Mr.  Kiii^lit  to  otiiointc 
therein ;  when  Mr.  M'ilmorc,  with  those  of  tlic  ctmgregation  who 
followed  hia  Tnintntry,  performed  di%-ine  service  in  a  room  fitted 
up  for  the  purpose  until  1844,  when  a  new  chapel  was  huilt  hj 
tnem  without  T>an(lgnte,  on  the  right  hand  of  the  road,  iust 
where  it  turns  off  into  the  Mnnth,  in  which  they  have  ever  since 
assembled. 

VCBCBYAN    MRTROniSTS. 

In  priority  of  date  this  body  takes  precedence  of  the  lo- 
depenaents,  Dutt  as  the  latter  ani»e  so  completely  out  of  the 
Baptists,  vre  thought  it  right  to  place  them  where  wc  have  to 
preserve  the  continuous  thread  of  our  history. 

Without  nrctending  to  go  into  anything  like  a  detailed 
account  of  the  6rst  rise  of  tnis  religious  body  in  Rye,  we  may 
remark  that  their  first  iiublic  place  of  worship  was  in  the 
building  in  the  Klermaid  street,  originally  erected  by  the 
widow  of  Jeakc  for  the  Presbyterians,  and  this  was  occupied 
by  them  Iroiu  1773  to  178!),  M'hen  n  chnpel  and  a  house  for 
the  residence  of  iht.-  minirHcr  wltc  built,  wWre  the  present  one 
now  stands,  by  the  hberallty  of  Mr,  John  Haddock,  a  member 
of  tlieir  boily,  a  man  deaervcdly  respected  by  all  his  fellow- 
townspeople  for  his  great  charities,  being  truly  pious  and 
liberally  minded.  He  died  in  178^»  and  the  Wcslcyans  in 
gmlitude  bare  recorded  his  piety  and  his  virtues  in  the 
'  Methodist  Magazine'  of  July  1799;  he  died  at  the  early  age 
of  eighteen. 

In  IB  14  the  first  chapel,  owing  to  the  great  increase  of  the 
member!),  having  been  found  too  smidl  for  tltrir  accommodation, 
was  very  considerably  enlarged.  In  l>'44  the  Wcslcyans  pur- 
chased a  house  in  the  Mint,  which  they  fitted  up  as  a  residence 
for  one  of  their  ministers,  and  nt  the  snme  time  commenced 
the  erection  of   school-rooms   adjoining  the  chapel   for  the 
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rccvption  of  the  numerous  children  thcj  rdurRtc,  and  for  wfaicfc 
piirjwsc  tbcv  luid  previously  hired  a  large  buildinj;  in    (be 
Kopcvnik.     Ail  it  is  well  kno^nn  thnt  the  Weslcynnn  continually 
cbangc  their  ministers,  it  would  be  usclcsa  to  attempt  to  give 
their  nntnes.     Suffice  it  to  .lay  iliey  hnve  had  many  very  usefiil, 
scalous,  and   piuiis  men,  and  mome  vtry  clotjuciit  preacfaert; 
and  trcll  deserving  of  praise  is  every  minister  of  the  Gospel  of 
Christ,  by  what^vtr  iiiinie  distinguishcrd, — whether  of  the  Cfiur 
of  En^and,  Prrsbytcriaii,  DaiitisI,  Independent,  or  ftletbodtsi 
fto  lang  as,  with  ainglenes.'t  of  heart,  he  liihours  to  promote 
great  object  of  iia  founder, — peace  and  good-will  among 
mankind,  and  a  finn  belief  in  the  cheering  hope  of  a  future 
life. 

In  1773  Mr.  Wesley  himsplf  paid  n  visit  to  Rye,  aa  the 
following «xtract,  from  hiajoumnl,  »hows  :  "  Mondiiy,  Nov.  226. 
\'  I  Kt  out  for  Sussex  and  found  abundance  of  people  iviUing 
to  hear  the  good  word,  nt  Rye  in  parlictdar.  And  they  do 
many  things  fjludly;  but  ihcy  'will  not  part  with  the  accursed 
thinp— smuggling.  So  I  fear,  with  regard  to  these,  our  labour 
will  be  ill  vuiii  I"  i 

It  uns  ])robably  now  that  lie  prcnched  in  the  chapel  i^H 
Mcrmtiid  street,  or  else,  in  I77S,  when  he  telU  us,  ^W 

"Jan.  20th,  Mr.  Hotman'it  utdow  being  extremely  desirous  1 
should  lodge  nt  Carborough,  two  miles  from  Rye,  I  ordered 
my  chaise  to  take  me  up  at  the  prcnchtng-hounc  immediately 
after  the  service.  She  hnd  sent  ft  serviuit  to  show  tnc  the  way, 
which  was  a  road  dirty  and  slippery  enough,  cast  up  between 
two  impasBiible  mar!ihe.<i.  The  man  waited  awhile  and  then 
went  home,   leaving   nit    to   guide    ourselves.      Many   rough 

{'oumeys  I  have  had;  but  such  a  one  aa  this  t  never  had 
tefore.  It  was  one  of  the  dnrkcet  nights  I  ever  saw.  It  blew 
A  storm  and  yet  poured  down  with  rain.  The  descent  in  going 
out  of  the  town  was  near  ns  ."itecp  as  the  ridge  of  n  house.  At 
soon  as  we  had  passed  it  the  driver,  being  a  stranger,  knew  not 
which  way  to  turn.  Joseph  Bradford,  whom  T  had  l.tken  into 
the  ehaUc,  perceiving  how  thijigs  were,  immediately  got  out 
and  walked  at  the  head  of  the  horses  [who  could  not  posttibly 
keep  their  eyes  open,  the  rai'n  bciitiiig  so  violently  in  their 
faces),  through  rain,  nnnd,  mud,  and  water,  till,  in  less  than  ui 
hour,  he  brought  us  safe  to  Cnrborougli." 

Previously  to  thia  he  anys,  "went  on  from  Hoberlsbridge 
to  Rye,  where  the  house  was  sufficiently  crowded  sa  usuaL 
How  large  a  society  would  be  here,  could  we  but  spare  them 
in  one  thing  I  Nay,  but  then  all  our  labour  would  be  in  rain. 
One  sin  allowed  would  intercept  the  whole  blessing." 

"  1778,  Dee.  Ut.     I  went  to  Rye.     Here,  as  in  many  other 
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plnccsi  those  who  begin  to  flee  from  the  wrach  to  come  an; 
cunUnually  '  received  to  duubtful  disimtaiioiiK/  nuzzled  aiid 
perplexed  vrith  intricate  questioTDi  conccmtn^  auaglutc  and 
unconditional  decrees,  Lunl!  Iiovr  long  ujli  ibuu  ^uOor  this? 
How  long  shall  these  wcll-meaniiiff  xoalola  destroy  ihe  daTrning 
work  of  Kra^'L-,  and  stnuigit;  the  children  in  the  birth  ?" 

On  Wednesday,  Jan.  28th,  178'),  Mr.  Wesley  opened  the 
new  pn.-acIiing-houftv  at  Rye ;  he  sayA,  "  it  is  n  iiublc  building 
much  loftier  than  most  of  our  hou»cs,  iim)  litirly  tituated  at  tha 
head  of  the  lotm.  It  wtu  thoroughly  tilled.  Such  a  congre- 
gation I  never  saw  at  Rye  before,  and  their  Iwhnviour  vrm  as 
remur^ablc  as  their  number,  which,  addctl  to  the  jicaccublc 
loving  spirit  they  itre  now  in,  givi?  r«iisnn  to  hope  there  will  he 
Riich  a  work  here  lui  has  not  been  heretofore.  On  the  next 
day,  after  having  prenched  at  VViiichclscn,  he  returned  to  Rye 
in  the  aAemooD,  and  in  the  evening  preached  to  another  large 
and  scrioii!!  congregation. 

Again,  in  17'J0,  did  this  great  apostle  visit  Rye,  which  !• 
thus  recorded : 

"  Oct.  6th,     1  went  to  Rye.     Though  the  waroin^  was  short 
the  coiiCTcgation    was    exceeding    large,   and    behaved  with 
remnrlcnblc  seriousness.      While  our  people  mixed  with  the     / 
CalvinutB  here,  we  were  ahvays  pcrplexcil  and  f^incd  no    / 
(;round;  but,  8in<»  they  kept  to  theiii<u:lve«,  they  have  eon-    f 
tintinlly  increased  in  grace  us  well  as  nnmhcn>.     1  ^>^s  now 
infunoed   how  ni^iidly  God   had  uvertakvii   that   wretch  who 
murderv<l  Mr.  (laddock  some  years  ago;  being  lately  overtaken 
by  Captau)  Bray,  in  one  of  the  king's  cuttm;,  he  made  a. 
despcrute  rcatalaiire,  and,  even  when  boarded,  fought  atill  and 
drew  a  piHtol  at  Captain  Dray,  who  then  hewed  him  in  pieces 
with  Ilia  entlaas.'* 

lliis  alludes  to  the  death  of  a  very  promising  yuung  man, 
only  18  years  of  age,  who,  having  the  command  of  a  small 
vessel  in  the  service  of  the  cuctoms,  fell  in  HtUi  a  smuggler  or 
a  privateer  at  sen,  between  Dover  and  Dunkirk,  on  the  evening 
of  August  13th,  17^3,  and,  while  cndvavuurhig  to  get  ocar  her 
to  ascertain  what  she  wii-s,  before  they  could  hail  ber  the  crew 
of  ibc  stranger  tired  into  Mr.  HmhUick's  veascl,  which  fire  he 
Ofdereit  bis  men  not  to  return;  but  inudvcrteiilly  they  did, 
when  the  othcra  fired  the  gTx»t  guns  with  which  they  were 
fitted,  and,  while  cTDUchcd  down  to  avoid  the  danger,  a  secund 
round  was  lired,  and  a  bnll  cnme  tlirongh  the  bulwarks,  striking 
the  yoimg  commander  in  h\9  left  ibi^i.  and  passed  through 
this,  his  body,  mid  liin  right  arm.  lie  uan  ju^il  begird  to  niuiiii, 
and  expired  imrnediately  in  the  arms  uf  one  of  his  crew, 
Mr.  David  MoinM^'who  died  in  November  Itl45.'* 
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Captain  Henrr  vai  brother  to  Mr.  John  Haddock  who 
built  the  first  Weileyan  chapel,  and  was^  acctndinK  to  the 
'Arminian  Magazine*  of  178o,  also  imbued  with  the  doctrinM 
of  Joliii  Wc!-lcy. 

Oil  Oct.  Hti,  17yO,  Mr.  Wesley  preached  in  the  open  air  at 
WiiiL'helsea.  under  an  ash  tree  atill  standing  on  the  west  aide 
of  the  churchyard.  His  text  was,  "The  kingdom  of  heavoi 
is  at  hand ;  repent  and  beUeve  the  Gospel.'*  This  was  the  last 
'  time  he  preached  out  of  doora ;  he  was  87  yean  old  on  the 
7th  of  June  previous,  and  he  died  on  March  2d,  1791. 

UNITKR8AL18TB. 

After  the  Wesleyans  had  vacated  the  meeting-liouae  in 
Mermaid  street  the  Universalists  occupied  it ;  but  thej  cm- 
^ued,  only  for  a  ver^  abort  period,  in  suffident  numberi  to 
coDititute  a  congregation. 
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Rtk  cannot  bout  of  any  very  great  characters ;  but  lOBve 
^riefnoticcH  may  not  be  altogcdicr  imintcrcHini;, 

BADOYVfi,  The  nliJcHt  nnmo  of  nny  notcislhnt of  Bnildyng; 
«oinc  of  which  fnmUj'  rcpnjscntcd  the  town  in  parliament,  at 
different  times,  ironi  A.i>.  13(iy  to  a.d.  I4U7^  ninning  thntuuh 
pitrtof  the  rcigi)  of  K<tnard  HI,  the  whole  of  th&tof  Uichardll, 
and  the  greater  portioa  of  Henry  IV. 

BcHiflvA  this  record  of  the  family,  wc  think  it  nxiy  he  traoed 
in  the  recollection  of  Badilynff's  (jnic,  uhich  originnllv  stood  at 
the  soiith-eaxt  piirt  of  (he  town,  and  in  the  name  of  Riiiliiynj^'s 
Ward,  which  in  still  at  times,  even  nowj  applied  to  the  street  ou 
the  south  side  of  the  churcby&rd. 

The  oldest  written  book  in  the  Coun-hall  la  the  one  con- 
taining the  chamberlain's  accounts  Ironi  I4'18  to  1464  t  on  the 
iirst  pa^c  of  which  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  the  mayor  and  jurats 
ill  the  former  year,  and  which  arc  these ; 

Johonnea  Sutlon,  mayor. 

Tbomu  royc,  Johnnnr*  Comploiii 

Robertuf  irnvjn,  Lttuirncp  Wjnde, 

HulicTtut  Hoe,  JohaonM  Siiallijni, 

Jotiniinr*  Bii3l(>.  WlUinliuu*  WanSatl, 

Witlirlniu)  Wtju-,  RICMdiu  Caman. 
.lohnnriw  lUmoiiil, 

t>om  tliii)  IiHt  we  shall  select  Ibe  name  of  Hamond,  aa  one 
ofaome  note,  and  of  some  cootiouanc^  in  the  town.  He  was 
mayor  in  1449,  1462,  and  I4<)4.  In  1586  we  tiud  John  Ham- 
raondf  LL.D.,  one  of  the  reprca^otativcs  of  the  town.  In  1  o97 
Thomas  Hamou  was  a  member,  and  u<;aiu  in  1603,  nheu  he 
died,  as  ap{)eara  from  the  epitaph  on  lua  tomb.  He  was  al&o 
captain  of  the  tnun  bands  of  the  town  ;  ntid,  tiuppo«ing  Ham- 
mond, Hamond,  and  Ilamon  lobe  the  same  family,  and  making 
allowance  for  the  time  they  existed  previously  lo  1418,  wluch 
must  hftve  been  some  rears  before  any  one  of  them  wna  raiiied 
to  the  olScc  of  jurat,  which  was  of  much  greater  rank  and  im- 
portance in  tho«e  days  than  in  aurt>,  we  may  fairly  conclude 
them  to  have  existed  in  Rye  for  two  hundred  years. 
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SwATNR.  The  oldest  family  iu  Rye,  of  v]iicli  unj  liing 
descendants  arc  now  to  be  found, »  thai  of  the  Swaynes— nevW 
hiivinf^  been  of  very  great  iniportiincc,  but  holiling  on  in  a  middll 
Biatiun  of  life,  "  the  even  tenor  of  their  waj" — not  ri 
abov«  the  rank  of  tradesmen,  nor  (linking  below  it.  As  eail 
as  l/il6  we  find  the  following  entry  in  tlic  cburchwudeni 
accounts : 

*.    4. 
Paid  Georgv  Swnn*.  ■ntjUi,  (arynn**  mntmiMla  Ut  Uw  gitwa 

wtmli>wi  Id  Out  Liuij  cIiomdI      •  -  •  1     11 

la  lj>7<),  Edvmrd  Swaync  was  admitted  to  Uic   freedom  • 
the  corporation,  by  virtue  of  his  father's  copy,  implying  be  a 
born  free,  that  is,  bis  f&thcr  wait  free  at  the  tune  of  hia  birtb. 

la  1 57^,  Itichard  Swayne  was  admitted  in  the  same  way. 

In  ]aK4,  Uoberl  Sivnyne,  Ao. 

lOl  1,  John  Swajnc,  gshcminn,  was  made  ii  ErccmaD,  in  CO* 
stdemtion  of  Iiis  services  done  unto  the  said  town,  being  hens 
toforc  chamberlain  of  the  Bame. 

ItiTS.  Robert  iiwainc,  made  free  by  tbc  mayor. 

17U:J.  Kdnard  Swainc  n-os  elected  a  freeman, 

172^.  Edward  Swainc  became  free  by  birtb. 

174fi.  David  Swiiiiic,  ehosen  by  tlic  mayor. 

I7.')6.  John  Swaitie,  free  by  birth. 

1774.  William  Swaint',  chosen  by  the  mayor. 

'J'his  is  the  lost  time  tlie  name  appears  in  the  corporatipl 
rcrords.  John  Swaine  was  chamberlain  down  to  tbc  time  oThil 
death,  onJau.  1st,  iJ^'Jl^al  theage  of  KGyears,  The  male  Haft 
ceased  here  ;  but  by  the  marriBge  of  a  sister  of  John  8n-aine  ta 
Mr.  Thomas  Chatterton,  some  of  the  family  are  still  io  exist- 
ence. Tbe  eld<:»t  sun,  lidw  ard  Chatttrtou,  was  luude  a.  frrcmiia 
by  the  mayor  in  1817  ;  he  died  in  1845.  His  bnither,  William, 
died  in  1842,  tuid  left  one  son,  Thomas,  who  hiia  a  son,  uow  ft 
boy,  in  whom  the  name  of  Swaine  will  be  continued  through 
another  generation,  he  having  been  christened  Swaine  Cbal- 
terion. 

It  is  n  rare  thing  for  a  fninily,  in  the  middle  wallce  of  lift,  t« 
be  perpetuated,  as  this  of  Swninc  has  Ikch,  through  tlie  long 
penod  of  three  hundred  yenrs  and  upwards. 

Wblles.  Alexander  Welles,  who  died  a.d.  1550,  and  gave 
the  ground  on  which  the  aIm«>house9  were  nfterwnrds  ci-«eted, 
was  n  person  of  some  consequence,  having  been  a  jurnt  of  iJie 
corporation, and  in  1.549  was  one  of  the  B«ron$  sent  to  Parlia- 
ment by  the  town,  when  he  took  an  active  part  in  the  nrrsnce- 
meut  of  the  affairs  of  tbe  church,  which  then  underwent  \ 
change. 

Ol  the  names  of  the  msyor  and  jurats  in  the  list  trf  1448,  ve 
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find  Iho  ((>1  lowing  n-c-rc  represent  At  ivO'&  of  the  town  iu  parliit- 
mrDl :  Johannes  iSutton,  TlioDias  Pope,  Robcrlus  Unwyn  ;  and 
many  otliLT  inst&nccs  might  bu  prvxluced,  Ix'uriiig  out  wlint  we 
hnvc  ixCore  asserted,  that  ihe  original  Barons  sent  to  ParliamcDt 
ircre  Barons  of  the  Ciiiuue  Ports. 

FbETCURB.     John  PUtclier,  the  dramatic  author,  wbo  wrote 
several  playji  in  cunjuiictiou  with  Beaumont,  was  boni  at  Rye, 
on  Dec.  20th,  157%  his  father  tiaving  been  at  this  time  vicar  of  [, 
the  parish. 

This  dramatist,  known  by  his  writings  in  conjunction  with 
i''ra&cis  Btsumoul,  lived  during  that  Auguistuu  iicriod  of  our 
dramatic  literature  which  finxluced  a  Sbnkspere,  a  BenJooson, 
and  ulbcni,  whose  names  arc  familiar  tu  us  almost  from  our 
childhood.  \\c  waH  the  son  of  Ihe  Rev.  KJchard  Fletcher,  aller- 
wards  Bishop  of  Bristol,  and  finally,  of  Loniloii.  Ht-  rvcvivtd 
his  cducntion  nt  Cambridge,  and  is  said  to  have  dii>iinguishcd 
himself  as  a  fiood  scholar.  So  early  was  the  love  of  dramatic 
writing  imbued  in  Beaumont  tbnt  nc  find  him,  with  his  friend 
Fletcher,  producing  their  firmt  play  io  IG07,  tlic  former  being 
then  only  twenty-one,  and  the  latter  twenty-eight.  Aubrey,  in 
his  tcltrra  written  by  eminent  persons  in  the  seventeenth  luid 
cightrrnlh  centuries,  facetiously  tells  us  that  thry,  Beaumont 
and  Fletcher,  li^ed  in  the  same  linuse,  whieh  was  ncnr  the 
theatre  (the  Gluhe),  on  the  Surrey  side  of  the  river,  and  hud 
their  clothes,  cloaks,  with  other  thinfcs,  in  common,  doubtlcsa 
referring  to  the  great  friendithi^i  which  existed  between  them, 
engendered  and  fostered  by  a  Bunilarity  of  tsistea,  pursuiu,  and 
literary  lubuura.  It  ha»  often  been  the  »ubjecl  of  much  distiui- 
sitiun.  as  to  the  finer  passage*  in  their  more  c<:lehi-:tt4;d  plays, 
whether  they  were  contributed  by  Beaumont  or  Fk-lclicr.  "I 
have  heard,"  says  Aubrey,  "Dr.  John  l^rle.  Bishop  of  Sahs- 
bui^,  assert,  who  knew  them,  that  Beaumont's  muin  business 
was  to  correct  the  overflowiufrt  of  Fletcher's  wit."     The  graver 

B>rtioiu  of  their  plays  have  been  ^■neriilly  attributed  lit 
eaumont;  but  this  hardly  appears  to  be  the  fact;  for  Sir 
John  Birkenhead  speaks  of  FIctchcr'a  having  written  "  as  if  his 
fiuUer's  crosier  a^ied  the  Mnge,"  referrinj^  to  his  futher  being  a 
bishop  ;  white  l>r.  IWlc  declares  that  Bt-aumont's  wit  was  un- 
tainted with  obsccoiiy,  and  protests  that  his  writing*  were  too 
pure  and  chaite  to  be  called  plays;  alt  uhich  seems  singularly 
ai  variance  with  their  scntinicuta,  and  the  manners  and  hnhita 
depicted  in  their  wntiii<rs,  as  now  received ;  for  prohnhly  the 
wtirka  of  no  writers  of  any  ape  more  require  the  jiidicinus  aid  of 
a  conuneniatar'a  pruning-knile  tlum  tliose  of  Benuinunc  and 
Fletcher,  embracing  Hfly-two  plays,  which  have  been  collected 
OS  the  joint  labours  of  these  two  friends. 
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Il<>iiiitnont,  who  was  concerned  in  tlic  greaier  part  of  then 
livcii  only  to  compli-U  liis  3l»t!i  jfcar,  h&vingbeen  Dom  in  15-'^ 
and  Ay'tng  in  Kilo. 

Fletcher  i«  reported  to  hnve  di«d  of  the  )>lague,  on  Autpui 
17th,  1026,  hnvin^  survived  Ms  friend  about  ten  years.  "  Wbea. 
I  searched,"  says  Aubrey,  "  the  remstcr  of  tlie  iiarish  of  Saint 
Saviour's,  Southwark,  in  lfi"0,  for  bis  i)lMt,  for  the  use  of  Mr. 
Andtony  a  Wood,  the  parinh  clerk,  aged  more  than  eipfity 
years,  told  mc  that  he  vfsm  his  tiiilor,  nnd  thitt  Pk-teher,  retumu* 
in);  in  London,  while  a  suit  of  clothes  was  l>eing  made  for  him, 
bi'forc  he  returned  into  the  country)  death  sIopjKtl  bis  joumer, 
and  laid  him  low  there.  Ilia  remains  were  interred  in  the 
ehurcb  of  Saint  Mary  Overy,  but  without  any  memorial  com 
mcmorativc  of  bis  dramatic  talent. 


TBB   JBAKB  FAMILY. 

The  family  of  the  Jeakes  was  settled  in  Rye  for  scTctal 
generations.  Samuel  Jeake,  the  elder,  who  is  the  subject  of 
the  first  part  of  this  memoir,  was  born  in  Rye,  as  appc&re  from 
the  foUowiug  e.vtracl  tukeo  out  of  the  baptismal  register  of  this 
parish,  viz. : 

"1623,  Oct.  I2tb.  Sammewell,  mho  of  Heury  Jake,"  On 
this  entry  some  few  remarks  may  be  made,  and  first  aa  to 
Sommencll,  now  written  Samuel;  it  may  be  oI>acr\~ed  that 
many  of  the  common  |>eople,  to  this  day,  pronounce  the  name 
in  this  same  way  in  the  town  of  Rye  and  its  nclf^hbourhood. 
And  the  name  ih  spelled  Jake,  not  Jeake ;  but  the  mode  nf 
spellinf;  the  same  name  in  found  to  diffi-r  so  much  in  (he  eoiirae 
of  years,  that  this  creates  no  doubt  of  this  SammcwcU  Jake 
being  the  identical  man  who  has  sineo  been  better  knon-n  by 
ihc  name  of  Samuel  Jeake.  And  this  is  further  proved  by  the 
record  of  his  a^^,  which,  as  we  proceed,  we  shall  Had  wng  bent 
by  his  son,  who  informs  us  in  hia  '  Diary'  (to  which  I  wd 
indebted  for  the  greater  part  of  the  particulars  about  to  be 
mentioned,  aa  relating  both  to  the  fatner  and  the  son),  that 
iSauiuL-[  Jeake,  the  elder,  was  born  Oct.  9th,  1G23,  that  ia  lo 
say,  three  days  before  he  was  baptised. 

As  a  proof  thai  Samuel  Jcuke's  father  had  been  settled  la 
Hyc,  for  some  years  before  his  birth  (if  he  were  not  a  native  of 
the  place],  I  may  lier<>  insert  the  following  extract  from  Ibe 
corporation  records,  viz, : 

"  IfijI,  April  Uitb.  TIiik  day  Samuel  .Irake, being  born  free, 
was,  by  Mr.  Mayor  and  his  brethren,  gratis  made  a  freeman.*' 
Now,  according  to  tlic  custom  then  existing  in  the  corporation, 
bv  could   not  have   been   bom  free  unless   his  father  wai  a 


JKAKK. 


^1 


frcemBn  at  the  time  of  hi^  birili.  Thorcfore  ttie  father  must 
have  been  rewdent  at  sll  events  for  some  years  in  ihe  town 
before  thv  son  was  bom,  as  the  corponiiioii  did  nut  often  admit 
a  man  to  the  freedom  of  the  town  until,  hy  a  long  residence 
in  it,  he  had  proved  liiniself  qualified  for  udmissiou  agrevabl}-  lo 
the  standard  then  in  osc  for  this  ptirgiose. 

But  lo  proceed  with  our  worJ( — Samuel  Jcake,  the  cider, 
born  quite  at  the  close  of  the  reijfn  of  Jamctt  I,  lived  thritngh 
the  li i^iislroua  times  of  the  Firat  Charles,  busked  in  the  sunshine 
of  the  i>altnv  days  of  puriuinism  under  the  protcetorate  of 
Oliver  Cromwell;  aulTvrcd  persecution  from  Charles  II;  ex- 
perienced some  alleviiition  of  that  sutfering  during  the  short 
reign  of  James  II ;  and  happily  lived  to  »ec  the  accession  of 
William  III  and  Mary,  »hen  the  foundation  was  bud  of  those 
niiincrous  temples  which  have  since  been  reared  and  eomc- 
CFBtcd  to  the  ffccdoni  of  religious  worship. 

Jenkc  was  a  nolai-v  public  by  profevsion,  in  religion  a  Puritan, 
and  in  politics  a  llouiidhend.  Living  at  the  period  when 
religious  fanatieism  wss  at  its  height,  he  became  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  the  times.  lie  was  a  Presbyterian ;  but  whether 
he  was  a  regularly  authorized  minister  of  the  sect  of  which  he 
was  a  member  I  am  ignorant;  but  we  arc  in  possession  of 
sufiicient  evidenee  to  show  that  he  gave  proof  of  the  sincerity 
of  his  belief  in  the  religious  tenets  he  embraced,  by  openly 
speaking  in  their  defence  both  iu  conventicles  and  in  private 
houses ;  and  this  sinceritj'  was  further  evinced  by  the  ucrsccu- 
linn  which  he  endured  for  their  sake.  However  it  is  high  time 
to  deKcend  from  (generals  to  [lartieulars. 

Jeake  uas  a  nuio  of  coastderable  erudition,  and  was  ihe 
prinripal  instructor  of  his  Hon,  who  vtas  no  mean  schntnr,  and 
who  informs  us  that  he  not  only  taught  him  writing,  reading, 
and  arithmetic,  but  Ijitin,  Qreck,  ami  Hebrvw.  In  short  the 
son  tcUs  us  that,  when  he  was  19  years  of  ogc,  be  wus  "some- 
what acquainted  with  the  I^tin,  Greek,  and  Hebrew,  rhetoric, 
logici  poetry,  natural  philosophy,  arithmetic,  geometry,  vos- 
mogrq>hy,  astronomy,  astrology,  geogmphv,  theology,  pbysies, 
(liluliDg,  navigation,  eiilligniphy,  Stcnogmpby,  dniwin;;,  heraldry, 
and  history."  And,  ns  he  only  went  to  school  for  a  few  month*, 
to  his  father  is  he  chiefly  indebted  for  the  \-ariouH  branches  of 
lenrning  he  became  master  of. 

The  literary  powers  of  the  elder  Jeake  arc  alno  further  shoMn 
by  the  several  works  that  he  composed.  Of  these  the  6rst 
I  shall  mention  is  one  entitled  '  Cuntnivertilat  Ijcttcrs  nbout 
visible  Churches,'  fobo.  This  was  n  miniusctipt,  and  docs  not 
appear  ever  to  have  been  printed.  His  son  mentions  his  having 
peniaed  it  in  1 684,  hut  in  what  precise  year  it  waa  written  he 
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does  not  inrorm  us,  perhaps  about  this  time,  whtn  chc  tante  far 
this  kind  of  reading  was  foinf^whftt  abated;  for,  linH  it  bcrt 
wrilteu  mniiy  Yi-nrsprtvioualy.lliat  is  to  8ny,bL-lurL*  the  rcMon- 
tion  of  OisrleH  [l,  it  is  more  than  probable  it  might  hnvc  been 
put  tu  prvss. 

'I'he  next  vork  I  shall  mention  in '  A  Chronological  Specului^' 
oonetsting  of  tiro  humlrcti  shevtH  in  n  very  Inrge  folio,  nnd  dote 
wrote,  and  yet  cxtendin);  but  to  \50  years  afirr  Chi-iat'K  inor^ 
nation.  "  Tbc  rt^st  of  the  work  bt'ing:  left  utifitiishec)  hv  mj 
father  nt  bis  dcnth."  This  is  the  son's  account  of  it>  and  (tui 
also  was  in  manu-vript. 

Wc  next  come  to  a  work  of  considerable  importance,  beiof 
B  folio  M8.  of  'Arithmetic.'  This  work  was  iimented,  in  the 
year  1693  (about  three  years  aAer  his  death),  by  his  eon  to  the 
Boyal  Society  for  th«ir  npprubution  of  the  printing  it.  It  «« 
preBtnted  on  June  \ctth,  and  on  the  'Jlst  of  the  !*amc  nnuiiih 
thf  MS,  was  relunu-d  from  the  Koyal  Society,  of  which  Sir 
Robtit  Soulliwell  was  president,  with  the  anAiver,  viit,,  **  ihal 
Ihcy  bad  committed  il  to  one  thai  liiid  viewed  il  all  orcr,  and 
found  it  to  be  a  very  good  collection,  and  that  might  bt^  usefol 
to  the  public ;  that  they  wished  me  good  huccc«s  in  the  |*rinting 
of  it,  and,  if  it  were  printed,  several  of  the  society,  that  wm* 
that  way  inclined,  mi^bt  buy  ut'ihem  ns  lliry  had  occasion." 

Fnlloning  np  the  history  nf  thin  nnrk  1  find  that  his  son. 
haWng  had  a  Iv^ncy  Icl^  him,  on  Attguitt  1 1th  in  this  same  rear 
1G93,  of  \Oi)l.,  found  himself  in  a  situation  to  be  able  to  print 
it,  and  which  was  accordingly  done.  Itwn^  published  in  l'>9€, 
and  is  entitled  '  Arithmetic  fliirveyed  and  reviewed  in  four 
books.^  It  isronlnincd  in  one  iarrrc  volume, -^to,  nnd  I  hitve 
seen  n  copjr,  in  good  prcscnation,  in  the  poweacion  of  Morton 
FreweD,  Ksq.,  of  Norlbiam.  It  seems  to  be  a  very  erudite 
work,  ^'''"f?  derply  into  the  science  of  numlwrs. 

But  of  alt  tbe  works,  written  or  comiMled  by  Samuel  Jeakc 
the  cider,  the  one  which  iiiost  decidctUy  takes  the  lend,  and 
irhich  has  handed  his  nnme  down  to  the  present  time,  is  ■  tbe 
Charters  of  the  C!iii(|iif  Purt.H,  iwn  Anricnt  Towns,  and  ihw 
Members,'  translated  into  KngHsh,  with  annotations,  hiiitortcal 
and  critical,  thereupon  ;  whercm  rliver*  old  words  are  explained, 
and  »>mc  of  their  ancient  cuatotus  and  privilqres  observed. 
According  to  the  following  ndvcrtisemcat  pn-fixed  to  the  woric 
it  was  cot  published  till  after  the  author's  death:  "This  }to<)k 
wan  wrote  in  I'i/K,  and  IiEid  then  the  approbiition  of  tlie  I..OTd 
Chief  Justice  North;  but,  the  author  h-ion  after  dying,  it  waa 
not  printed,  and  pcrhn]>s  never  hnd  bien,  if  tht-  late  LoH 
Chief  Baron  Gilbert  hnd  not  aeuMi  the  MS.  and  thought  it 
would  be  useful  to  the  world.     >o  considerable  allerntioiia  hare 


JSJkKK. 


553 


happcnprl  in  the  limila  of  the  Ports  since  thnt  time  pxccpt  the 
iiKiiqipration  of  Dc«I."  It  was  prinlcd  for  Htrnard  Lintot, 
at  the  CroH  KeyK,  between  tite  Temple  gate*,  in  Vkvl  street, 
l7iW. 

This  work  (as  Lord  Chief  Raron  Gilbert  said)  has  indeed 
JirovL-d  useful  to  the  world.      It    is  the  only  well  authcnlicalrd 

Eublication  of  the  kind  probnbly  in  existence;  and  I  know  nu 
Lghcr  testimony  tluit  can  be  adduced  of  its  truth  and  correct- 
ness than  the  fact  that,  when,  in  the  year  18<H}.  the  men  of 
Rye  eluimcd  the  right  of  votinK  for  a  meniher  of  ]>arltami>iit, 
and,  Trhen  their  battle  was  fougttt,  before  a  committee  of  the 
HouBC  of  Commons,  this  book  wm  continually  referred  to  by 
either  party  in  sup]>on  of  their  respective  cause.  Thus  lo  ha've 
his  (vriiiuj^H  quoted  on  so  mumcntuua  an  uccaBiun  muHt  be 
con^iderMl  ni*  no  menu  rompliment  to  ila  nnihor. 

These  diffen-nt  pnHliictions  are  at  once  indicative  of  the  varied 
talents  and  of  the  rhumcier  of  Mr.  Ji;ake.  The  flnt  two  relating 
lo  religions  snbjecta  show  that  hut  mind  was  imbued  wiiji 
the  [irevnilinp  spirit  of  iIr>  itny  in  which  hi;  lived.  Tliat  on 
srithmclir,  having  received  the  npprohatiun  of  the  most  leumed 
society  of  the  time,  in  n  proof  thiit  h«  wnt>  well  verged  in  that 
very  useful  and  vciy  iniricutu  science.  While  his  Inst  und 
crtiwiiiug  work  on  *  the  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports'  proves 
his  thorough  knnwlcd^  of  the  Latin  language,  ^vcs  a  good 
idea  of  his  abilities  as  a  lawyer,  and  of  his  research  as  an 
nnt  iquory. 

Thnt  Mr.  Jonko,  in  his  mature  age,  wns  a  Puritan  his  son^s  i 
'  Diary'  bears  sufficient  evidence;  btit  whether  he  was  born  wiih-f 
out  the  pateof  thcP8tnblit>lied(^:hureh  niiiy  be  a  matter  of  doubt. 
I  am  rather  inclined  to  thiuk  he  was  not,  for,  at  the  time  he 
was  boni,whate*-er private  dissenBionsniifjIit  hove  arisen  among 
the  followers  of  the  church,  they  had  not  yet  |>ublicly  broken 
out ;  and  as  he  was  hti|iti3cd  at  the  font  of  the  church,  we 
may  fairly  conchule  he  was  ostensibly,  If  not  really,  intended 
Uo  be  unc  uf  her  future  niLinbLTS. 

About  the  year  MHO,  U'ing  the  16th  of  the  rcif;n  of  Charles  1, 
those  Bad  und  bloody  civil  wars  began  (partly  arisiiiK  from  jwliii- 
eal  and  partly  from  religious  muses),  which  otdy  coded  on  the 
death  of  Churlcx  on  the  scaffold,  in  I<H>*,  when  Oliver  Crom- 
well was  proelaimwl  protector  of  the  realm.  And  now  c<«n- 
mcnc^'d  the  gloriouM  Auyn  of  Piiritiiniimi, — the  coiiventicli?  tt»olt 
equal  rank  with  the  church,  and  the  Cavaliers  were  compelled 
lo  l»ow  dotvn  tjcforc  the  Kountlheadit. 

llie  rhurches  were  cleansed  of  those  impurities,  which  had 
been  cast  upon  them  by  the  ministers  uf  Ihc  late  cstnblMhment, 
according  to  the  opinions  of  the  professors  of  Puritanism,  aod 
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her  prie«U  »oan  fillwl  llie  ptilpits  which  llie  other*  were  vow 
cnni|)elled  to  vacate.  It  was  during  Uivse  halcjon  ciays  tbsl 
Jcukc,  lu  wc  huvc  Hlrciwlj-  itctn,  wiis  ailiiiill<Hl  In  the  Ircrdom 
of  ihc  town,  and  which  ndmiuion  1  shall  here,  n  ilhout  apolojlEft 
Kpcat. 

"  l(i61,  April  Kith.  This  day  Samuel  Jcuke,  being  boru  free, 
was,  by  Mr.  Mayor  and  his  brethren,  gratis  made  n  freeman." 
1  have  here  repealed  this  admif^sion  for  the  purpoiw  of  shoeing 
that,  liad  it  not  bnen  for  the  political  change  of  which  1  have 
been  spcakino;,  in  all  probability  Jcakc  would  never  have  been 
allowed  to  take  up  his  freedom ;  for,  as  he  nas  born  free,  he 
was  entitled  to  his  admission  on  becoming  of  age,  which  lie 
did  on  Oct.  ilth,  lfJ4-l ;  but  did  not  actually  obtain  his  freedom 
until  nearly  acveu  years  aftcnvanls. 

It  wa»  in  this  same  year  1(J6I  that  Jeake  was  married,  as 
ap|)can  from  the  following  entry  iu  the  pariah  reKialer  of  Hyci 

"ll>5l,July.  Bee  it  remenibtrrcd  that  Thursday  the  scveo- 
tvenlhday  of  July,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  IG61,  Samuel  Jenke, 
of  Rye,  i^i-nt.,  and  Frances  Hartrage,  of  Marden  in  Kent, 
spinster,  ncrc  jovned  together  in  marriage,  in  the  presence  of 
Mr.  Chri^ttopher  Blackwood,  Mr.  John  Hartrage  (uncle  of  the 
said  Frances),  Mr.  Thomas  Boya,  of  Rye,  and  many  othen. 
Signed  Samuel  Jeake." 

During  the  protectorate  of  Oliver  Cromwell  a  hiw  was  enacted 
making  mnrringe  a  civil  and  not  a  rcligioua  act;  and  it  wu 
under  the  sanction  of  this  act,  I  conclude,  that  Jeakc's  mairiaice 
ceremony  took  place,  as  no  mention  is  made  of  oay  mitiistcr 
of  religion  bnving  been  present. 

This  same  year  1651  was  a  fortunate  one  for  Jeake,  sa,  in 
addition  Iv  hiit  admiasiun  to  the  freedom  and  his  marriage,  he 
was  elected  common  clerk,  or,  as  we  now  call  this  ofliccr,  town 
clerk,  as  appears  from  this  entry  in  the  hooka  of  the  coqioration : 

"lt>-!>l,  August  2oth.  Mayoring  day:  Samuel  Jcake  was 
elected  common  clerk."    This  office  lie  held  eleven  years. 

It  was  under  the  uroviaions  of  the  marriafieact,  mentionedu 
having  been  ]ias8ca  in  the  time  of  Oliver  Cromwell,  that  Jcnke 
was  appointed  registrar  of  births,  deaclis,  and  mnrriitgcs  in  the 
parish  of  Kye,  us  ajipears  from  (he  registers  of  this  period,  and 
which  office  lie  held  fruin  l(>-^>3  to  Ki.OK. 

But  the  reign  of  Puritanism  was  of  short  duration.  Ir.  the 
year  1G62,  two  years  after  the  restoration  of  Charles  II,  the 
Act  uf  Uniformity  wa«  passed,  by  which  no  minister  was  allowed 
to  remain  in  the  clmrch  unless  he  should  declare  his  assent  to 
everj'thingcontaiiicdin  the  Bookof  Common  I'raycr.  Althoi>eh 
there  were  then,  as  there  are  iii  all  tiiue*.  many  vicars  of  Bray 
who  were  wilhiig  to  barter  their  religion  for  the  sake  of  worldly 
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I)rofit,  stilt  it  is  gratifying  to  be  aWc  to  record  that  two  thousand 
milliliters  in  one  cliiy  rcllnquishnl  their  curcH,  and  Nicriliccd 
thfir  intcrcsi-s  to  their  principles.  Thin  act  also  was  fmmed 
for  tho  purpose  of  siipnroMiiig  alt  ronvonlidcs;  and  it  waa 
under  the  authority  of  tnesc  and  some  other  laws  that  Jeake 
{an  n'c  shall  hcc  in  the  svquel)  was  exposed  to  great  penccution. 

AAcr  the  passing  of  the  Act  of  Uniformity  or,  as  it  is  some- 
times called,  of  Conformity,  all  Protestant  dissenttrs  from  the 
Church  of  England  Mere  designated  as  Nonconformist!*,  and, 
uiidrr  Lhi8  aame  they  uerc  henct-forth  pruisecuted  and  pcrae> 
cnled. 

Wlwlhcr  Uyc  was  a  place  of  too  Htlle  importance, — whether 
t}io«e>  who  had  to  put  the  act  in  operation,  were  employed  in 
towns  of  greater  note  and  among  dehoquents  of  greater  weight, 
or  whether  Mr.  Jeake's  son  hcing  too  young  at  the  lime  of 
the  jasfiing  of  ihu  uct  to  notice  wliat  was  froing  on,  and  his  father 
fiiiled  to  give  him  the  information  in  after  years, — I  cannot 
say  ;  hut  the  fact  is  wc  have  no  proof  of  any  act  of  persecution 
until  the  y«ir  1 67(),  fourteen  years  after  the  passmg  of  this 
act  J  but  wc  must  do  the  parties  the  justice  to  say  that,  when 
they  did  once  commence  the  work,  they  followed  it  up  with 
a  perseverance  well  worthy  of  n  Iwtler  and  «  purer  cause. 

In  the  spiing  iissizes,  held  at  Iveweii  in  the  venr  1670,  Jeake 
was  cited  to  appear  there  on  the  ii\%t  of  April :  but,  not  having 
done  so,  a  writ  de  excommunicato  capiendo  was  ordered  to 
be  Uaucd  out  against  him,  and,  to  stay  this  proceeding,  lie 
went  to  Dover  on  May  2-lth,  but  to  no  purpose,  as  we  find 
that  news  was  received  by  the  post,  on  June  14th,  that  Jenke 
was  excommunicated.  Though  Jeake  was  e-xcomniunicatcd  in 
l'>76,  it  does  not  appear  that  any  attempt  was  made  to  lake 
hia  person  until  \*i>^2,  when,  in  I-Mistcr  term,  which  full  in  the 
month  ol  May,  the  bodar  of  Dover  Castle  came  lu  lake  him 
upon  this  same  writ  de  excommunicato  capiendo;  and  Mr. 
Streilon,  the  clerk  of  Mr.  Crouch,  who  was  then  mayor  of  the 
town,  wenc  lo  Ins  son's  house  to  serve  bira  with  a  summons 
out  of  the  crown  office  to  appear  ujHin  the  Oxford  Act,  at  the 
suit  of  Sir  Hol>ert  Sawyer,  iheii  aitoriity-gencral:  but  hcj  hav- 
ing intclligc'iicc  of  their  proceedings,  vxithdrew  himself  out  of 
the  town  fur  some  Aayn.  Thus  fur  a  time  (but  for  a  short  time 
nnly)  did  Jeake  cacauc  his  persecutors.  Ou  thc29ih  of  August, 
in  the  same  year,  Ixjing  the  tky  of  election  of  mayor,  Mr. 
Thomas  Crouch  UBur|H.-d  the  office,  though  Mr.  Thomas  Toumay 
n-as  legally  chosen,  and,  in  consequence  of  this,  Ilie  fonner 
served  the  latter  nith  nn  order  of  council;  and  thus  Mr. 
Toumay,  wiih  olhcrs  of  his  party,  nmongst  whom  were  Jeake 
and  other  dissenters  who  voted  for  him,  were  compelled  to 
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■ppear  before  the  kin^  and  couacil  at  Whitcboll  in  the  bcfcio- 
niag  nf  September,  who  nrcordinply  appearing,  the  iCing 
Charles  11  wns  informed  by  Crouch  llwit  Jenko,  who  voted  fiw 
Toiimny,  was  r  prencher  lo  a  iwditintw  ronventicle,  whirh  WM 
considered  a  name  of  reproach  atnon^  the;  Uoyohsts,  and,  upoo 
Crouch's  informal  ion,  the  kiog  Risked  which  was  he,  whereupoo 
Jeake  drew  near  and  told  the  king  that  be  vras  the  person  m 
clmrired,  but  that  he  did  preach  anj  aedition  he  denied.  The 
Icing  asked  him,  why  be  tranagreased  the  Inwa  in  preaching  in 
ft  conventicle?  to  which  J(.'jike  replied,  if  he  did  transgress  the 
I«wa  his  MiijcKly's  courts  were  open.  Then  tlic  kinp;  told  hire. 
if  be  were  so  much  for  law  he  Khoiitd  have  it ;  and  bid  the 
ftltonie}--general  to  prosecute  him  upon  the  Oxfurd  Act,  and 
commanded  Crotich  to  shut  up  the  dtxirs  of  the  meettn^place 
at  his  return. 

In  eoHMYjuence  of  the  above  eominanda  of  the  king  tbe 
Nonconform ista  were  forced  to  meet  in  ^eat  pHvarj,  and 
tnoitly  by  ni^ht,  and  were  persecuted,  nted,  nnd  infonned 
aeainot  in  ibc  crown  office,  uotil  most  of  tlicm  were  driven  out 
<a  tlw  town  for  n  time. 

On  Nor.  23d,  \(iii2y  intelligence  was  received  that  an  attacfa- 
ment  wan  granted  out  against  the  rider  Jeake  upon  the  Oxfnnl 
Act,  upon  which,  seeing  he  could  Dot  he  safe  at  live  because 
of  the  (.-npia.s  and  attnchmcnt  nforcsiiid,  resolved  on  goinj*  to 
London  the  next  day,  und  accordingly  set  off  on  horseback  as 
early  as  six  in  the  morning,  while  it  was  yet  dark,  for  the 
metropoUi,  where  he  remained  till  the  sumtuer  of  1687. 

Other  |diis»enteT«  were  persecuted,  as  well  sa  the  elder  Jcake^ 
at  the  same  time,  and  amou};  the  number  his  son,  as  we  Rhnll 
more  particuiurly  mention  when  «e  come  to  the  memoir  of  hn 
life;  but  the  father  seems  to  have  been  selected  -m  the  principal 
subject  of  persecution,  as  being  eonsideri^d  the  head  of  the 
party  from  iita  being  a  preacher  among  them,  aod  decidedly 
a  man  of  no  mean  abilities. 

On  the  moniiug  of  Fubniarj- 9th,  l@8/i,  news  arrived  at  Rye 
that  Charles)  II  bud  died  on  the  fith,  andof  course  tbntJnmes  11 
had  succeeded  to  the  throne.  Jamc«  was  a  Papist  at  bran 
at  all  liiJiPR,  nnd,  shortly  niter  his  accession,  became  openly  one- 
It  was  with  ihc  view  of  soAcuing  the  rigour  of  the  Iowa  towiirds 
the  Catholica  that  James  relaxed  them  toward.^  the  disscnten, 
and,  under  this  relaxation,  Jeake,  tlic  son,  requested  his  father 
to  return  to  live  in  the  summer  of  IhUti,  as  the  excommuiiica- 
tiori  had  been  taken  off  by  the  king's  general  pardon,  but  he 
defined  returning  at  that  time.  In  September  uf  the  Anmc 
year  Jeake  was  again  requested  to  return  to  Rye,  as  Mr.  Strctton 
having  been  put  out  of  the  town  clcrlc^hip,  Mr.  Darrington  was 


rhoscn  JD  his  room,  who,  not  undcrsuixling  his  placu,  had 
ap]>linl  u>  bis  SOD  to  assist  him.  However  he  slill  rclused  to 
cumc  lor  the  present,  and  it  ^Mtn  not  utilil  Maj'  23d,  ]Gf^7,  that 
he  liiiidlv  Kturncd  to  Hyi-.  aftvr  an  nhwncc  ol'totir  j-rai-s  and 
a  half.  In  acooitlanc^  with  tin-  n-hfrimis  focUiig,  which  was 
cicr  prcvalfiit  with  Mr.  Jeake,  on  May  2Uth  n  Dieeting  was 
D^in  licld  pubUcly  at  Rye,  at  which  he  upoke  for  tlic  tint  time 
atier  his  relitra. 

lu  I6S8  Jaiues  11  abdicated  the  throne,  whcii  Kiuf;  IVilbam 
nnd  Uuvi^ii  Marj-  iKt-iiinc  the  joint  {loHHciMMirs  of  it.    With  their 
L-omiup  arose  thf?  first  dnwn  of  the  real  day  of  religious  tolcra- 
tioD,  aud,  as  uu  i-fll'ct  oi  it,  in  tJit:  eumuicr  of  \^^H'J,  the  hill  for  . 
loleratioQ  of  l^oteslant  disM^nters  was  p:iK<ied,  nnd   thus  they/ 
were  henocforlh  freed  from  all  fears  of  pen«>ciitioii.  ' 

Thus  happily  the  latter  years  of  Jeakc  were  spent  in  pcnre 
and  quirt,  though  they  were  not  of  long  duratioa.  In  the 
spring  of  l(>:>0  he  was  seized  with  an  illness,  whicli  continued 
until  the  lime  of  his  death,  with  his  sun's  afleetiooBlc  di-scrip- 
lioQ  of  which  I  iihnll  close  this  memoir. 

"On  Oct.  'Sd,  lijyiJ,  my  dear  father,  Samnel  Jeske,  senior, 
died,  being  (i7  yeiirs  of  ngc  (lacking  but  sis  days),  after  a 
languishing  of  above  three  months,  during  which  »onie  hopes 
of  his  recovery  appeared,  and  he  went  abroad  at  the  election 
of  mayor,  on  August  2^th,  and,  on  the  next  Lord's  dny,  August 
31st,  weut  to  the  meetiiig-ptacc  and  spake  from  the  texlj 
Ual.  a  c,  26  v.,  'For  in  Christ  Jesus  neither  circumeisioa 
availeth  anytliing  nor  uncircumciaioD,  hut  a  new  creature/ 
whieh  was  the  lost  time  lie  taught  in  public.  Ou  Sept.  3d  ha 
went  uut  to  Mr.  Steed's  funeral,  which  was  the  Inst  time  he 
was  ahniad :  his  health  gradually  decliticd  after  llu«  time,  anttl 
at  length  his  speech  failing  hitn  on  Oet.  3d,  about  noon  (hia 
sense  cutitinuiiig  to  tlie  last),  and  about  eight  iu  the  evening 
having  no  breath  lel^,  he  tjuielly  slept  in  the  Loi-d.  lo  thia 
lung  time  of  sickness  he  never  had  the  least  inuriuuring  ex- 
pression agaiitnt  the  conduct  of  Providence  towarda  him.  But 
scvta-al  times  in  the  evening,  \^hen  1  signified  to  hiui  my  fear 
that  be  would  not  hve  till  morning,  his  usual  uuswer  was, '  what 
Ood  will,'  and  that  with  n  vigour  in  the  cs^preftsion.  On  Oct.  2d, 
nboul  eight  in  the  evening,  I  took  my  leave  of  him,  not  kuow- 
ing  how  soon  he  might  tlie,  and  told  Iiim  I  doubted  not  he  waa 
going  to  a  better  place,  and  that  I  was  glad  he  ttied  iu  peace  in 
his  habitation,  noCnithslanding  the  mahce  of  his  enemies,  and 
that  Ood  hiid  restored  the  liberty  of  the  Gospel  before  he  died, 
and  that  we  were  not  driven  from  our  dwelling  hy  foreigtk 
iDTosioii.  He  replied,  '  1  die  the  rnmmnn  death  of  all  men ;' 
and  to  others,  who  apakc  of  hts  di-jwrture,  he  soitl,  '  I  go  to 
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my-  father;'  lifting  up  his  hand.  At  the  time  before  mentioacd 
bv  vrould  have  me  take  out  hie  watch  aud  put  it  into  his  haii4 
n-bich  heinfi;  done,  he  delivered  it  to  me  agato  and  aaid,  'I 
deliver  \uu  this  iu  name  of  poaansion  of  all  that  I  huw,  vtluth 
I  had  tiot  given  you  before,  so  that  you  may  be  in  possessioa 
actiiallv  of  it,  and  iivi-d  not  tftkv  iiihtiiuistrntioit  ;*  when  I  said, 
faren-ell,  dear  father  !  and  kissed  his  dying  hps,  be  Hnswered, 
'  I'urcwcll,  my  dear  lamb !  the  Lord  blcsM  ttiec  aud  prosper  al! 
that  thou  undcrtakcitt !' " 

Stunuol  Jeakc  the  yotiiiger  wna  the  only  son  of  Samuel  Jcaltt 
the  elder,  who  lived  to  man's  estate,  a  hruthcr  having  died  in 
ia&acy.  He  was  bom,  as  he  t«Ils  us  in  hia  *  Diary,'  ai  Rye.  in 
Sussex,  on  July  4th,  lijj'j,  on  tliu  Lord's  day,  «t  a  quarter  o{ 
an  hour  past  six  in  the  morning,  Dccording  to  the  eslimale 
time  taken  by  his  father  from  an  horizontal  dial,  the  sun  then 
khining.  I  am  thus  particular  in  giving  Jcakc'a  own  account 
of  the  time  of  his  birth,  because  the  precise  nmiincr,  in  whicb 
it  is  here  recorded,  is  characteristic  ol  that  lo\c  of  astrology, 
vhieh  was  then  very  prevalent  in  this  country,  «nd  of  wbtcb 
both  the  JcakcG  were  admirers,  but  more  particularly  the 
youD);er.  At  a  very  early  age  his  father  ioitiatcd  liim  in  the 
mysteries  of  astrology,  a  study  which  he  pursued  wich  great 
zeal  and  ardour  throughout  the  }>Teater  part  of  his  life. 

It  is  impoaaible  to  read  the  'Diary'  of  the  younger  Jeake 
vithout  pcrci-iviii<;  how  fond  he  was  of  the  study  of  astrologj, 
aud  how  deeply  he  was  imbued  with  a  belief  in  the  truth  of  tnc 
mysteries  it  revealed,  luitiatcd  (as  we  have  already  observed) 
by  his  father  at  a  very  early  age  in  this  science,  he  continued 
to  cultivate  it  throughout  his  life.  Ps'ow  woa  ibc  age  of  the 
celebrated  Johu  Lilly  (the  prince  of  astrologers],  and  the  period 
during  which  Jeakc  Uve<l  wa*  strongly  tinged  with  the  doc- 
triues  wliich  he  taught.  It  Is  no  wonder  then  that,  among 
others,  the  subject  of  this  memoir,  being  a  man  of  considerable 
lilcriiry  knowlcdite,  was  inoculated  with  the  general  infection. 
But  iLstrology,  like  many  other  sciences,  has  appean.'d  under 
different  phases  at  different  periods,  and  it  DUiy  be  ivell  to 
make  a  few  general  remarks  on  the  subject  before  we  proceed 
farther,  so  that  wc  may  elucidate  some  of  the  remarks  which 
appear  in  Jcske's  '  Diary,'  and  uhicL  otherwise  may  not  be  so 
intelligible. 

Ai4ti'oIogy  appears  to  have  been  one  of  the  earliest  sciecces. 
In  the  East  (the  cradle  of  almost  alt  our  various  branches  of 
learning;),  from  time  immemorial,  "she|)hcrds  have  watched 
their  floeks  by  night ;"  while  the  wayfariiijc  man,  to  avoid  d»e 
intense  heat  of  the  day,  pursued  his  nay  through  the  trackless 
sands  of  the  desert  guided  alone  by  the  stars,  which,  iu  the 
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Jiurc  reffionti  shine  forth  with  it  briUmnny  of  irhich  we  have  no 
coiice[jtion  in  these  vapourj'  skies  of  the  west.  Thu8>  com- 
{]<-)1c<I  ta  »tecr  ilicir  course  liy  the  sUr»,  they  began  early  to 
study  llieir  positions  in  the  hexvens,  and  thun  became  fumiliar 
with  llieir  viiriouH  as[>i'<;t».  They  could  not  t'liil  t"  observe  the 
harmony  of  their  tnolums,  thp  ngnlarily  of  their  risings  and  of 
their  settiiigK.  They  saw  myriads  of  globes  more  nidiant  than  our 
own,  und  watching  during  the  solemn  stillness  of  the  midni);ht 
hount  their  celestial  jouraeyings,  they  could  not  believe  they 
Mcrc  creoti'd  merely  for  the  purpose  of  man's  having  the  gratifi- 
cation of  idly  gazint;  on  them.  Having  lhu»  imbibed  the  idea 
that  tbry  were  formed  for  higher  and  nobler  purposes  the  con- 
chuion  was  speedily  arrived  at.  that  ibey  were  created  not  only 
to  gtiidc  him  through  the  wilderness,  but  to  direct  him  in  all 
hi»  ways.  'I'heir  aspects  atfected  all  his  actions — they  were 
benign  or  malignant, — showering  down  blessings  on  this  man, 
and  cursing  all  the  prospects  of  another.  Journeying  through 
the  desert,  at  a  tinic  when  all  on  earth  seemed  dead,  the  elara, 
in  their  twinkling,  appeared  to  be  the  eyes  of  ileaveii  looking 
down  on  earth  to  spy  out  all  the  wa%'s  of  man.  And  hence, 
at  a  very  early  period,  ne  read  iu  the  book  of  Judges  that, 
"The  stars  in  their  courses  fought  agonist  Sisera." 

The  fertile  imagtnatioQs  of  the  sods  of  the  East,  hamg 
endowed  the  stars  with  so  much  power,  the  ackuowledgiiient 
of  their  divinity  wn*  im  cw^y  iimi  idmont  a  neci'ssarv  Mtep, 
Accardingly  we  find  that  the  Sidonians  worshipped  "Aantitroth 
and  lilt  the  host  of  heaven." 

When,  iu  the  Utter  part  of  the  fifteenth  century,  tliat  extra- 
ordinary'and  mysterious  irruption  of  a  people,  hitherto  unknown 
in  Eiii-opt,  from  the  East  took  place,  the  descendants  of  whom 
still  exist  on  the  continent,  in  considerable  nunibcrs,  under  the 
name  of'Dohemians,  and  in  (Jrent  Brituin  under  that  of  Gyjtsies, 
astroloAr  was  introduced  by  (hem  under  a  somcwliat  different 
choracter.  Professing  a  rdigion  (if  religion  it  might  be  called) 
nitliout  priests  and  without  c«mnouie«,  nil  their  faith  was 
ccntrccl  in  the  great  Aldebarao,  the  prince  of  slam;  they  may 
be  said  tu  have  been  pure  astrologers,  having  no  other  faith  but 
in  thf'  stars,  and  no  other  gods  hut  these  to  mude  tbcm.  Their 
faitl^  is  so  clearly  and  1*0  eloquently  described  by  Sir  Waller 
Scott  iu  'Gueotin  Durward,'  that  1  cannot  forbear  introducing 
hia  description  here.  It  is  the  dialogue  between  Quentin 
Dnnvard  and  Itayraddin  the  Bohcniian:  "  U'bat  canst  thou 
expect,  dying  in  such  opinions  and  impenitent,"  ttnid  the  former 
to  the  latter,  who  mocked  at  all  religion.  ^  To  be  resolved  into 
ilic  elements,*'  said  the  hardened  atheist,  pressing  his  ft-tt«n;d 
arms  against  bis  bosom.     "  My  hope,  trust,  and  expectation  ia 
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llint  Ihe  mTsteriouB  frame  of  hutnAnity  shall  melt  into  the 
gcncnl  mius  of  Nulure,  to  be  recompoumlcd  iu  the  oiher  fum. 
with  which  she  daily  supjiliea  ihoBe  »)iich  dailj*  disappear nd 
return  under  difflreiiL  furnm:  the  watery  partictea  to  stretaw 
■nd  showers,  the  eartliy  parts  Lo  (;nrich  their  mother  earth,  tlw 
airy  porlions  to  WRnton  i»  tlic  brci^zt.-,  and  clioitc  of  Gr*  to 
supply  the  hUzc  of  Aldcbaran  and  bia  brcthrrn.  In  thta  failb 
have  I  Lived,  nnd  1  will  die  in  it." 

In  an  age  more  advanced  than  thoec  wc  have  been  s])eakiii; 
of,  wh<'ii  the  believers  in  the  myftterios  of  astrology  were  sIm 
believers  in  ibc  mysteries  of  Christianity,  tbU  science  aasumeA 
anntlier  form.  To  ihc  n^^irolosers  of  former  aees  tlit  stars  w«« 
llicir  Rods,  and  the  belief  iu  their  power  and  iiiilufuce  oirer  ibc 
actions  and  destinies  i>f  men  was  but  another  name  ftn*  their 
belief  in  the  power  and  influence  of  their  divinities.  But  the 
Chrisliaii  uatrologcr,  thouf^h  be  proii-nscd  to  believe  "tlwttbe 
heavens  are  one  great  volume  or  book,  wherein  Uod  has  wriUes 
tliu  history  of  tlie  world,  aud  in  »hich  every  man  may  read  tit 
owa  deatinr  and  Ihc  transactions  of  his  time/'  could  not 
did  DOC  iK-lieve  in  the  divinity  of  the  stars,  but  knvw.  and 
and  believed  there  wus  a  Ciud  superior  to  them  in  power, 
who  uvcrnded  their  induences.  Hence  artise  a  consuuit 
in  the  mind  of  the  Christian  Bstrolojcer— a  vain  attempt  lo 
reconcile  two  incoin^utible  eree«U.  TItts  stnifcgle  wos  gmog  on 
continually  in  the  mind  of  the  younj^^r  Jeake*  as  is  appansl 
fntm  mmiy  memoranda  in  his  'Dlnry,^  which  t  shiill  heresAfl 
insert.  lie  was  deeply  imbued  with  the  bchcf  that  tliccotijum 
of  the  stars  prixlured  certain  event!!  in  his  lite;  biit,^t  the  mow 
time,  he  was  still  more  strongly  imbued  mth  ifac  bcUcf  of  an 
ovemiling  Providence  uhicb  guided  and  governed  all  thiugs 
both  in  hcuvcD  and  in  earth.  This  struggle  produe4;d  a  Ixlief 
somewhat  similar  to  that  of  ihc  ancients,  who  cnti^iderad 
Jupiter  omnipotent,  but,  nevertheless,  as  subject  to  thtf  com 
of  the  FaU:^.  Let  us  adduce  some  iusiances,  of  whut  1  be! 
to  have  been  going  on  in  the  mind  of  Jeake,  upoa  the  subiect 
we  are  diacussiug. 

"  1G70,  June  IGth.  About  II  p.in.,  going  into  a  rcom  hj 
dork,  I  fell  tltrougb  u  hole  in  the  floor  into  a  cellar  up  to  my 
middle  in  water ;  but,  through  tlie  good  providence  of  <j<i4,  did 
neither  full  iuto  the  well  nor  diish  my  head  agaiusl  tlic  c^Uar 
walls,  tlmugh  near  both,  so  that  I  had  not  the  least  ^uL 
Behold  the  position  of  heaven  at  that  instant !"  Here  loui'n 
a  horoscope,  in  which  is  set  forth  the  prevalenoe  of  the  vatel^ 
signs. 

"  1678.  Nov.  Ist,  or  about  this  time,  in  the  night,  1  bi^ 
a  dream,  which  made  some  tnoru  than  onliuary  impressiuu  iip^ 
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Dio ;  the  circumfti«nce«  of  wliich,  I  well  reniomlier,  nrc  as  fol- 
luwcth:  I  dreamt  thai  I  saw  the  nun  appeanag  iii  the  west,  as 
if  be  were  about  tho  cusp  of  the  ei^htli  uougl'  of  Heaven,  of  so 
f^*nt  a  ma^^itude  thai  hU  diiimeter  ww  thrice  da  long  as  the 
risible  (liwnt'tt'r  of  ®,  which  made  him  show  nine  or  tea  linics 
bigger  thsn  the  true  sun  ;  but  he  looked  eo  pale  and  waterish 
that  I  could  slcadfajitly  behold  him,  without  tlif  least  trying  to 
Mj  >ught;  but,  what  was  more  ttranj^,  all  his  superficies  (ex- 
celling only  the  middle,  just  about  the  vbible  bigness  of  the 
»uu  in  the  firmament^  was  filled  with  horsemttnaiid  ihcirhorftes, 
all  in  coiifiuioa,  trumt>ltng  upou  oou  another,  some  riding, 
Fonie  overthrown,  ai  in  the  rout  of  an  army,  and  much  like  to 
thni  depicted  in  ibc  £>;ure  of  the  battle  of  Cauiia:,  iu  KuU-ijfb's 
'History  of  ibc  WorUl,'  especially  the  first  in  tlie  t-onfusfd 
posture  of  the  Srul  tilti mii^hers  of  the  Roman  nnd  Carihu^iutan 
liorse.  And,  moreover,  about  the  circmuference  of  the  sun's 
body  I  sav,  in  my  dream,  the  characters  of  the  twelve  signs, 
deM-rihcd  in  equidiaiuuce,  Gemini  being  upt><^'i'ino»l,  towards 
(he  /euith,  ail  jH-rftct,  only  that  ut  Piices  iKfttlive.  I  thought 
1  beheld  Ibia  upginiranci;  a  long  time,  iind  that  it  contiuued  eo 
without  the  lea^t  varialton.     IV-hol<l  a  rough  idea  of  it." 

(Here  followed  a  rude  outUueof  the  appcnroncc  of  ihcsuno? 
seen  in  his  dream.) 

"  AVlictber  "  (he  continuce)  '*  my  looking  on  those  figures  in 
R^ilc-igli,  in  whom  I  usod  to  read  at  that  time,  did  any  nay  con- 
1ribiit<'  to  tbc  con§tiluti<in  t»f  thiise  cmifiiM-d  ftirm*,  ri']ir»'»«-i»t(;d 
to  my  fniiry  in  the  aforesaid  drrnm,  I  know  not;  nor  will  I  be 
positive  in  dctciminiiic  that  it  was  f;i tidiad.  I  shitll  only  set 
down  what  conjerlural  thoughts  I  then  bad  of  lU  probable 
*i|^!ficatton,  vise  Because  the  B[i|>arllion  was  of  the  sun  en- 
yiroiied  with  the  characters  of  the  twelve  iiigns,  I  conjectural 
thnt  it  was  to  he  interpreted  consentaneously  to  astroDomiml 
]rriiicinU'9,  and  thitt,  lUi-refore,  I  ws6  siguifit-d  by  the  nnn,  Ihi- 
cantc  lie  wa^  lord  of  the  ftseendant  in  my  nativity  ;  nnd  that  his 
appearing  of  eo  great  a  ma^itudc  denoted  a  proportionable  in- 
crease of  my  estate,  and  tlic  figure  thnt  should  aitfiid  it.  But 
his  lookiuK  BO  l>alo  thai  any  oue  might  behold  him,  n*  long  as 
he  pleased,  without  preiiidioe  to  the  eight,  portended  that  I 
never  should  he  in  imy  place  of  honour  or  authority  over  others. 
The  surrounding  of  hi»  centre  with  the  horsemen  in  their  con- 
fused  postures  presiguified  a  multitude  of  cnemiee;  and  tlicir 
muiiun,  endcavourine  tn  penetrate  to  tbc  centre,  it  Beem»  noted 
their  many  efforts  to  destroy  mc.  But  whereas  the  middle  part 
of  the  sun,  during  the  whole  time  of  the  appearance,  remained 
perfectly  clear  and  free  from  being  invaded  by  the  horsemen, 
nutwitlisuuding  all  thar  perpetual  attemple  to  enter  it.  »u  that 
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they  seemed  to  be  restrained  by  an  invisible  power.  This,  I 
thought,  signified  the  Divine  protection  and  special  providence 
of  God  still  preserving  me  out  of  the  hands  of  mine  enemies, 
and  never  suffering  them  to  ruin  me,  and  hath  often  brought  to 
my  mind  that  passage  of  Jacob,  in  his  blessing  to  Joseph,  Gen. 
xlix  c,  24  V. :  '  The  archers  have  sorely  grieved  him,  and  shot  it 
him,  and  hated  him.  But  his  bow  abode  in  strength,  and  the 
arms  of  his  hands  were  made  strong  by  the  hands  of  the  mighty 
God  of  Jacob ;  from  thence  is  the  shepherd,  the  stone  of 
Israel.' " 

Again.  "  Sept.  30th,  1693.  Towards  evening,  returning  home 
from  Robcrtsbridge,  and  by  the  way,  about  30  m.  p.  6,  in  t, 
dark  lane,  riding  cross  a  descent,  made  by  a  rivulet  of  water, 
the  girth  being  loose,  my  saddle,  for  want  of  a  crupper,  ran  for- 
ward on  the  neck  of  my  borse,  and  I  was  twice  like  to  he  thrown 
off  into  the  water,  where,  being  alone  in  the  night,  I  migbt 
either  have  been  drowned  or  trod  under  foot  by  my  horse,  or  at 
least  have  been  all  wet.  But  the  good  hand  of  God  directed 
me  to  stop  and  retire  before  I  was  quite  off,  and  the  horse  being 
very  gentle,  did  not  impede  it.  The  figure  of  heaveu  for  this 
moment  is  as  foUoweth,"  Here  follows  the  horoscope,  wherein, 
he  says,  are  several  circumstances  very  remarkable,  all  tending 
to  show  that  the  watery  signs  were  in  the  ascendant.  "  Not 
that  I  ttiink,"  he  adds,  "  this  positure  of  heaven  sufficient  to 
have  caused  such  an  accident  without  a  due  disposition  of  the 
subject  J  for  if  I  had  been  sitting  at  home  at  the  time,  I  believe 
no  such  accident  could  have  been  caused  by  the  force  of  those 
influences  ;  but  being  then  on  horseback,  at  that  very  juncture 
of  time,  subjected  me  to  the  danger  of  their  malefique  rays." 

Tliiit-,  ill  the  first  instance  adduced,  we  find  that  JeaJie  was 
fully  satisfied  the  conjunction  of  the  stars  caused  him  to  fall 
into  the  water  ;  but  that  the  hand  of  Providence  protected  him. 

Again,  in  tlie  second  instance,  when  all  the  stars  in  heaven 
seemed  fighting  against  hiin,  they  were  restrained  from  over- 
whelming him  by  an  invisible  power,  which  was  no  less  than 
the  s])ccial  providence  of  God. 

In  the  last  case,  when,  by  the  malefique  influence  of  the  start, 
he  was  ahnost  thrown  into  the  water,  the  good  liand  of  God  in- 
terfered and  saved  him.  Thus,  in  his  mind,  the  influence  of 
the  stars  was  overruled  by  the  stronger  influence  of  Providence. 

The  younger  Jcakc,  like  his  father,  had  a  strong  religions 
feeling,  and,  like  him,  he  wrote,  and  spoke,  and  suffered  in  the 
cau^e  of  religion. 

The  age  in  which  Jcake  was  born  and  brought  up  was  de- 
cidedly a  religious  age.  In  the  year  lf)63,  when  only  eleven 
years  old,  he  tells  us  :  "  This  year  (as  I  mind)  on  a  Lord's-dav, 
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in  the  crcnin^  a  prodigy  (whether  true  or  False  I  know  not) 
relatfd  «t  my  fiiiti<'r's  liotise,  was  the  fit*t  occasion  of  my  con- 
version atiil  serious  tlioui^hts  ahoiit  luy  future  condition.  The 
prodigy  wa«  thus :  A  tliroue  appeared  in  the  heavens,  and  one 
like  a  king  e«tliiig  thereon,  over  -whose  head  were  the  two  letters 
G  R ;  af^er  which  another,  and  auother  (Knon  in  rojal  apparel 
seated  on  it,  over  who«o  hesd  were  the  t-wo  letters  I II,  vhich 
my  childish  appreheusious  jnterpreti^d,  that  after  the  then  pre- 
sent  liiiig,  C.  II,  Jesaa  Cbriiit  should  come  to  reign ;  and  re- 
fleeting  oil  my  unfitness  to  receive  him  (its  who  may  abide  the 
dety  of  his  comin);,  that  is  in  a  natural  stale)  I  was  Kreatlv afraid. 
And  the  next  day  it  pleased  God  to  work  more  effectuaUy  upon 
mo  in  convinring  mo  of  sin.  But  after,  these  impreftdons  were 
worn  off  ajfain,  and  I  grew  more  negligent." 

"  1()G4,  Vec.  12th.  It  pk-ased  Gud  to  work  in  me  a  more 
cfTeciiial  .lorrov.-  for  sin ;  \et  I  received  not  at  this  time  tLe  as- 
(urauce  of  his  love,  but  after  this  degenerated." 

■*  !W)7,  I  kept  formerly  a  catalogue  of  sins  committed  by  me, 
in  order  to  u  deeper  huniilialiou;  hut  now.  couMderin|{  that 
Gud  hiitli  blotted  out  as  a  thick  cloud  my  transgressionii,  and 
iiii  a  cloud  my  sins,  why  should  I  give  occasion  to  man  to  revive 
the  iiw-mory  of  that  wliiili  God  will  remember  no  more  ?" 

"1671,  Jan.  VJih,  Thit'  day  my  faith  was  8tmit;ihcned  to 
believe  on  the  Lord  Je^tm  Christ  for  the  remisaton  of  my  sins  ; 
and  that,  with  a  fuitli  of  assurance.  'Xhc  fuitb  of  recumbency 
having,  through  mercy,  formerly  been  liestowed  u^ion  me,  and 
»ince  my  illness,  especially  in  this  month,  my  thoughts  havio); 
Ill-en  occuiiied  with  most  assiduous  reflections  and  mrditationB 
iipfu  the  ciici)urag<-mciit  givrn  in  thu  Gospel  to  In-lieve  on  the 
I^ikI  .JeRUB  C'liTiKt,  cliiedy  in  these  Scriptures  :  Act*  x  c.,  43  t. 
'To  him  give  iill  (he  prcipliuts  witness,  that  through  Ms  name 
whoitoever  believeth  in  him  aliall  rereive  remission  of  sins.' 
Gap.  xiii,  r.  3U.  '  And  by  him  all  thnt  bclicv«  nrc  justified  from 
all  tilings  from  which  ye  rould  not  be  justified  by  the  law  of 
Moses.'  I  John  iii  c,  23  v.  '  And  this  in  hi«  commandment, 
that  we  should  believe  on  the  name  of  his  son  Jaus  Chrinu' 
Cap.  V,  v.  10.  *  llo  that  Iwhcveth  on  tlie  son  of  God  hath  the 
«'it(ics»  ill  himself:  he  that  beticvetb  not  God,  huth  made  him 
a  liar,  because  he  believeth  not  the  record  tliat  God  gave  of  his 
son."* 

*'  tG84,  March  Sd.  I  finished  my  reading  of  the  Bible  t)irough< 
out,  which  1  had  }>ogtin  in  tho  English  Inst  tmnslation,  since  I 
came  to  London,  iiiientionnlly  and  deliherately,  on  purpose  to 
oliserve  the  revealed  will  of  God  tljerein.  both  as  to  nmttcrs  of 
doLtrine  and  discipline,  eudcuvouriug  therein  to  mind  diligently 
the  6cupe  of  the  words,  aud  to  free  myself  from  prejudioi'." 
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la  the  foregoing  extracts  from  Jeake's  Diary  we  have  strong 
demonBtrative  proofs  of  the  influence  of  that  creed  which  had 
spread  so  widely  during  the  time  of  the  civiL  wars — a  creed 
■which,  in  opposition  to  that  of  the  church  of  Rome,  teaches  the 
superiority  of  faith  over  works ;  a  creed  which  admits  no  salva- 
tion but  through  the  merits  of  Jesus  Christ ;  whose  corner-stone 
is  regeneration^a  new  birth  unto  righteousness  ;  that  creed,  in 
short,  which  is  not  only  preached  by  Presbyterians,  Baptists, 
Independents,  and  "Wesleyans,  but  also  by  many  of  the  clerpy  of 
the  church  of  England.  His  was  what  is  now  denominated  the 
evangelical  doctrine,  and  it  was  in  behalf  of  this  religion  that  Jenke 
wrote,  and  spoke, and  suffered.  Andfirst.astohiswridng:  so  early 
as  1672,  when  barely  20  years  of  age,  he  wrote  a  rough  draft  (fif 
a  short  exercitation  about  the  trueness  of  the  Christian  religion. 
As  regards  his  speaking,  he  tells  us  :  "  1679,  Sept.  2 1st,  I  be- 
gan first  in  our  evening  meeting  or  conference  to  speak  aboat 
the  demonstration  of  the  trueness  of  the  Christian  religion  in  an 
argumentative  way,  and  according  to  D«  Plessis,  His  method, 
which  I  esteemed  far  beyond  Grotius's  (who,  notwithstanding 
the  noise  his  learning  makes  in  the  world),  fixes  religion  on  the 
basis  of  tradition.  This  I  continued  usually  every  Lord's-day, 
till  finished.  Then  I  made  an  entrance  on  interpreting  of  the 
Eevelation,  in  a  way  of  short  comments ;  and  observing  the  scope 
of  the  prophecy,  and  having  compared  the  expositions  of  several 
writers,  among  which  I  generally  found  cause  to  prefer  the  sen- 
timents of  the  profound  apot^alyplical  commentator,  Joseph 
Mede,  I  found  myself  then  not  so  fit  for  points  of  doctrine  and 
application,  and  tlierefore  more  rarely  meddled  with  them.  In 
this  course,  though  with  some  times  of  intermission,  I  pro- 
ceeded so  far  till  1  came  in  order  to  the  9th  chapter  of  Revela- 
tions, and  was  prepared  on  March  11th,  1683,  to  have  inter- 
preted the  effects  of  tlie  fifth  trumpet,  consisting  in  the  openin" 
of  the  bottomless  pit,  the  smoke  thence  arising,  the  locusts  thence 
issuing,  &c. ;  when,  before  I  began,  the  tribe  of  persecutors, 
enemies  of  all  righteousness,  disturbed  us,  and  we  were  after- 
wards forced  to  meet  in  several  parcels  in  our  own  families  with 
three  or  four  besides,  praying  together,  and  repeating  a  sermon." 

Religion  was  not  a  dead  letter  among  its  professors  in  those 
days,  and  Jeake  failed  not  to  renew  his  speaking  when  the  pei- 
secution  had  passed  over,  as  appears  from  the  following : 

"  1690.  After  my  father's  death,  Mr.  Thomas  Markwick 
spake  in  our  meeting  for  some  time;  and  about  two  months 
after  I  began  again  to  expound  the  Scriptures ;  first  some  occa- 
sional texts,  ami  soon  after  the  Revelations,  beginning  at  the 
9th  chapter,  where  I  left  off  before,  and  speaking  at  first  once  i 
fortnight,  and  after  more  constantly,  and  weekly,  till  I  had  some 
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more  assittancc.  which  I  took  cure  to  supply  ;  mj  method  being 
first  to  c:tpt)iin  the  scope  of  the  prophecy,  and  then  proceed  to 
doctrine  antl  usv." 

IndepfndMit  of  tJie  pericourion  atready  mpntioncd  as  having 
bccD  cxpcriL-ncc-U  liy  Mr.  Jr.-ikc,  ire  Hud  the  lulloning  cases  iti- 
MTlcd  in  his  IWnry  :  "  1682.  The  mayor  having  received  orders 
from  th«  king  to  shut  up  our  mti'tiiiR-placc,  we  were  from  ibis 
lioie  forced  lo  meet  in  great  privary,  aiid  mostly  by  iiij^ht  ;  and 
wen-  jivrMcculi-d,  cit'.-d,  inlomifd  iigiiinst  in  rliu  CrowD-oflice,  &c., 
till  most  of  UB  were  driven  out  of  town  for  a  time." 

"  1(>H3,  Nor.  ii3d.  News  wiis  received  that  I  was  informed 
ngainit  in  llie  Crovm'officc  for  not  coming  lo  church,  and  that 
five  or  six  dts»«iiters  more  of  UR  were  informed  againat,  for  eleven 
months  not  coming  to  church,  ut  SO/,  per  month.  Ut>on  which 
they  met  this  evening,  at  my  houw,  and  eoncluded  that  Mr. 
Thomas  Miller,  being  one  of  the  numWr,  should  go  lo  Loiidoa 
iioxt  day,  lo  i-miiloy  an  nltorncy  to  defcud  thcmet-lvesj  and  to 
ndvis<'  about  it.' 

"  16M:J,  March  ISth.  I  remember  it  was  tliis  LordVdny,  in 
the  evening,  that  1,  btiing  with  other  of  our  friends  at  oiir  raeet- 
ing  at  Mr.  Thomas  Milter's  house,  we  were  dialurbed  by  Mr. 
Itadford,  the  ui^urpiiig  mayor,  with  the  jornt?,  and  others  their 
MBOciates, and  because  we  rcfuM^d  to  n|ieii  the  doors,  they  beset 
tbs  bouse,  and  brake  them  opes  tn  the  uight,  and  took  our 
names  J  but  coniDUlted  nobody  to  prison.  Afterwards  they 
diKtTeine<l  Mr.  lliomas  Markwick  for  20/.  for  preaehing,  and 
Mr.  Miller  for  ^Oi.  for  having  a  conventicle  at  fad  houm;;  bat 
mc  they  distreined  not,  though  Ihey  fined  mo  and  my  wife  at 
five  pounds  apit'fc,  and  ditiireined  some  others  as  Hudilors." 

I  wish  to  offer  one  lemari  uu  this  UhI  extract  before  I  pro- 
ceed failher.  At  Uie  Bouth-eust  corner  of  th«  Mermaid  sireet, 
within  these  few  yean,  -wm  standing  a  very  old  houne,  at  the 
back  part  of  which  wtts  a  Urge  |tar1our,  wainscotud  with  oak^ 
with  an  immeiiae  Iww.wiudow,  luokio;;  jnto  a  small  garden. 
Traditiim  fny^p  ihiit  in  ihis  room  the  NonconformiatA  Mere  once 
flBsi-mblni,  when,  being  iritiTnipled  by  tUc  mayor  or  some  other 
|>er!tnn»  in  their  devotions,  they  were  compelled  to  make  a 
Epcedy  exit  out  of  the  window.  It  is  not  improbable  this  mi^Iil 
be  the  verr  meeting  alluded  to  tnthu  foregoing  extract,  allowing 
ior  such  alterations  !U  report,  after  a  lapse  of  »ome  years,  gene- 
rally n»kp9  in  reeitin;;  byijouo  events.  Ferseculiou  having 
tliuv  commenced,  wns  followed  up  with  unremitting  a.saidutty. 

"  1(383,  Junp  29ih.  About  noon."  sajs  Jeake,  "'  my  house 
wa«  swirched  for  arms  by  an  ambulatotj  mes&enger,  assisted  by 
Mr.  Kedford  (the  mayor),  Captain  Hall,  and  others.  This  be- 
ing the  time  wherein  the  Ear)  of  Essex  and  my  Lord  Uus&ell 
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were  seized,  and  so  out  good  neighbours  would  fain  have  per' 
suaded  themselves  that  the  dissenters  of  Rye  must  needs  he 
concerned  in  a  plot." 

On  the  6th  of  July  following,  the  mayor,  with  others,  again 
searched  his  house  for  arms,  not  having  been  satisfied  with 
their  former  diligence. 

On  July  18th  Jeake  set  off  for  London  with  his  friend  Hr. 
Thomas  Miller,  who  had  resolved  on  residing  there,  being 
wearied  out  with  the  troubles  and  persecutions  he  met  with  tX 
Rye.  Mr.  Jeake  accompanied  Mr.  Miller  at  first  only  with  the 
intention  of  paying  his  father  a  visit,  who  was  then  residing  in 
London ;  hut  on  his  journey  he  also  came  to  the  determination 
of  removing  thither,  to  prevent  being  informed  against  at  the 
ensuing  sessions  at  Rye,  for  a  fine  of  20/.  per  month,  to  which 
he  was  liable  for  not  attending  the  public  worship  of  the  church. 
It  was  not  till  the  4th  of  October  next  that  Jeake  executed  hii 
purpose  of  leaving  Rye,  when  still  finding  himself,  together  with 
his  fellow -nonconformists,  threatened  with  a  prosecution  and 
fines  consequent  thereupon,  he  departed  with  his  wife  (then 
pregnant)  privately  from  Rye,  leaving  a  neighbour  to  look  after 
his  house  and  goods. 

Thus  was  he  compelled  to  seek  in  London  that  safety  and 
protection  which  were  denied  him  in  his  native  place. 

How  melancholy  it  is  to  re6ect,  that  under  the  banner  of 
Christianity,  whose  birth  was  announced  to  the  world  with  these 
glad  tidings,  "  Peace  on  earth  and  goodwill  to  man,"  and  whose 
motto  is,  "  Do  unto  others  as  ye  would  that  others  should  do 
unto  you,"  so  much  persecution  should  have  taken  place  on  the 
earth ;  that  so  much  blood  should  have  been  shed,  and  so  much 
misery  inflicted.  But  so  it  has  been;  let  us  hope,  however, 
that  as  education  and  civilization  march  hand  in  hand  through 
the  world,  this  dark  spirit  of  persecution  may  be  driven  out  be- 
fore them. 

On  May  28th,  1684,  Juakc  again  returned  to  Rye  ;  but  his 
persevering  enemies  allowed  him  but  a  short  respite  from  per- 
secution, as  appciirs  from  his  remarks,  which  follow:  "Sept. 
20th,  1684.  sir.  Lewis  Gillart,  the  mayor,  threatened  to  send 
for  me  next  day,  aud  tender  me  the  oaths  of  supremacy  and 
allegiance,  and  on  refusal  to  commit  me  to  prison.  On  the 
24th  he  repeated  the  same  threats,  and  accordingly,  on  October 
17th,  being  a  sessions,  I  was  sent  for  by  the  sergeant,  George 
Weeden,  to  appear  before  the  mayor  and  jurats  ;  but  I  was  pro- 
videntially gone  to  Benenden  that  morning,  an  hour  and  a  half 
before." 

"Dec.  1st.  Suspecting  that  I  should  be  again  sent  for  this 
day  to  the  sessions,  I  went  to  Hastirgs  in  the  momiug.     To- 
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wards  erctiiog  the  mayor  and  juwls  Bcnt  the  Bergcaul  affain  to 
my  bouK  for  tne  to  come  before  them ;  but  I  was  out  of  their 
way." 

Mr,  Jcakc's  foes  wore  imlefHtigalile  in  their  persecution  of 
him,  for  on  Dec.  9th  he  waa  iafuriiiiii  by  one  of  the  graod  jur^, 
that  Mr.  M'ilUams,  the  vicar  of  Ryo,  desired  to  hare  the  dis- 
Bentera  iiidicu-d  on  tlie  statute  of  S3  Eliz.,  and  that  the  jury  were 
then  wanif^d  lo  iht*  court  to  l>c  held  on  the  morrow,  in  order  to 
receive  »u<"h  a  cliar|{c.  Sir.  Lewis  Gilhirt  was  dcpnty  mayor,  be- 
eause  the  mayor  waK  out  of  town,  and  therefore  he  thought  It 
beat  to  xhaenl  htmaelf,  which  he  accordingly  did ;  hut  theru  wa« 
no  court  held,  in  consequence,  it  was  s»id,  of  the  deputy's 
having  overslept  him.ielf,  from  hnving  been  drank  ihc  night  be- 
fore, Bcin);  thus  hanuscd,  he  tell  us,  on.  Januarj'  1st,  16&5, 
that  Tie  had  lost  mouej*  in  roiiK'qtience  of  hi*  n-ntoval  lo 
Lioiidun,  titid  from  bviug  out  of  employment,  not  Tenturiiic  to 

Stilt  hinisplf  into  any  huuneu  by  reanon  of  the  per^ccutton. 
lappUy,  howercr,  it  vrtts  now  drawing  to  u  clow,  though  hia 
enemies  seemed  to  take  delight  in  using  the  power  which  tho 
htWH  uuforiunatcly  giiv<-  them  up  to  the  laat  moment;  for  be 
tells  us:  "June  Mth,  H>85.  Upon  the  Duke  of  Monmouth's 
litnditig  nt  Lyme,  n  great  in«ny  persons  were  imprisoned,  and  I, 
apprehending  I  mu!>t  run  the  same  fate  if  I  tirried  at  Kye, 
thought  best  lo  withdraw  myself  out  of  the  town  till  the  busi- 
ness was  over,  and  not  expose  myself,  (o  be  sent  a  prisooer  to 
Dover  Castle  for  nothings  as  some  others  were  starved  wtm 
stayed  in  the  town.  And,  accordingly,  Mr.  Markwir^k  and  I 
went  this  morning  from  Rye  on  foot,  and  travi.dle<l  about  incog, 
till  the  bu^iuesit  was  pasit,  and  (he  Duke  of  Monmouth  was 
tukcD,  and  the  prisoners  that  had  been  taken  on  Ku^picion  re- 
leased ;  and  because  we  iiiigfal  Uavc  been  examiticd  afterwards, 
we  kept  a  jounial  of  our  motions." 

On  July  20th,  in  the  same  year,  he  tclU  us  he  rrtunicil  bi 
Rye.  his  persecutors  having  then  no  )iower  In  meddle  with  bim. 

AUhoM({h  ii  wiift  not  till  the  year  li>8U  that  tlii-  hill  fur  i\\v 

tulvrntiuu  of  Prutfslaut  disKciilcrs  wan  passed,  ittill  [luncculion 

s  to  have  no  longer  had  an  active  existence  after  the  evttnt 

rpcurded,  and  scconlingly  wc  find,  that  when  Mrs.  JcnJcc 

tirusented  her  hitsband  with  a  son,  on  August  ISth,  16S8,  he 
lad  him  named  Manasach,  hoping  that  God  had  now  made  him 
fuivet  all  hiK  l<iil«. 

bu£cicDt  evidence  has  l>cen  adduced  to  prove  ihe  existence 
of  n  strong  religious  feeling  in  the  mind  of  the  younger  Jcakc, 
and,  as  is  vrry  fre<|uc»tly  the  case,  this  religious  feeling  was 
accompHnied  with  a  pintion  of  superstitious  feeling.  Nor  is 
tluH,  1  think,  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  recollect  the  true 
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nature  of  religion ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  may  fairly  be  ex- 
pected that  the  one  may  be  found  to  exist  in  a  somewhat  pro- 
portionate degree  to  the  other.  Religion  has  to  deal  with 
things  not  of  this  hut  of  another  world.  It  holds  ita  secret 
communications  rather  with  the  Creator  than  with  the  created. 
It  dwells  among  spiritual  more  than  among  human  beings ;  and 
spirits,  not  men,  are  her  midnight  companions.  There  arc  bat 
few  men,  I  conceive,  who  are  not  more  or  less  superstitious. 
The  origin  of  this  belief  (if  I  may  bo  term  it)  is  well  explained 
by  Walter  Scott  in  his  '  Dsemonology,'  where,  at  the  com- 
mencement, he  says,  "  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  turn  hii 
tlioughts  inwardly  towards  himself  without  perceiving  that  hi* 
being  is  composed  of  two  distinct  natures — one  material,  the 
other  immaterial — the  one  bodily,  the  other  mental — the  latter 
willing  and  directing,  the  former  obeying  this  will  and  this  di- 
rection,— he  soon  forms  the  opinion  that  one  part  is  destructilde, 
the  other  ever-enduring ;  the  body  formed  of  dust,  returning  to 
dust  again  ;  the  soul  immaterial,  and  incapable  of  dissolution. 
'I'he  body  dies — the  soul  lives.  The  former  is  committed  to  its 
kindred  earth  ;  hut  where  dwells  the  soul  ?  It  may  hover  around 
the  spot  which  it  loved  while  on  earth.  It  may  haunt  some 
favourite  bank — some  shady  grove — or  some  mountaiD-stream. 
lu  the  dead  stillness  of  the  midnight  hour  it  may  breathe  soft 
whisperings  of  unearthly  sound  in  the  ear  of  him  whose  pillow 
is  moist  with  the  tears  he  has  sbed  for  his  departure  from  this 
sublunary  world.  It  may  come  with  a  countenance  ivreathed 
in  smiles;  it  may  appear  with  a  brow  darkening  with  frowns. 
In  short,  fjincy  may  call  up  the  spirit  at  any  time,  at  any  place, 
and  under  any  form  she  may  choose  to  dictate."  And  this  is 
superstition;  she  has  existed  in  all  nations  and  in  all  ages,  and 
her  power  will  remain  so  long  as  man  shall  be  constituted  as  he 
is.  All  men  are  more  or  less  subject  to  her  influence,  though 
all  have  not,  like  Jeake,  the  courage  to  confess  it. 

Let  us  see  what  proofs  he  has  left  us  of  this  belief;  for  it  is 
from  his  own  Diary  we  must  obtain  tliem.  I'robably  we  shall 
bo  justified  in  putting  down  under  this  head  the  circumstance 
already  recorded,  of  the  prodigy  he  heard  related  respecting  the 
appearance  of  a  king  in  the  heavens,  over  whose  head  were  the 
two  letters  C  R,  typifying,  as  he  supposed,  Carolus  Rex — King 
Charles,  and  who  was  succeeded  by  another  king,  havin"  the 
letters  I  R  over  his  liead,  which  he  considered  to  mean  Jesus 
Rex,  who  should  reign  after  the  death  of  Charles  II. 

"  166G,  Sept.  83d.  Just  as  I  went  into  my  bed,  I  thought  I 
heard  a  great  sigh  at  the  further  end  of  my  chamber." 

But  the  most  striking  is  the  following  instance  : 

"  16T1.  June  I9th.  I  went  with  Mr.  John  Weekea  to  his 
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father's  house  bi  Westfield,  lo  tany'tlierefiveorsixdavs,  where, 
lotl^ing  with  him,  wc  s«iv  oil  the  SSil,  in  iho  murniiig,  when 
we  awklurd,  that  a  bed-staff,  wtiicb,  in  the  evening  befitre,  was 
atui-k  u[>  ac  his  side  of  the  bed,  was  now  found  pWvd  nii  my 
«i(lc,  bi-twvcn  liTOothers  which  were  act  tlit;rc  the  night  before ; 
and  that  two  othor  hciUKitiffi,  that  were  iiiinisin^  the  Mume  evon- 
iiiff,  and,  as  wc  well  n-membLTcd,  sought  for  la  a  rhair  that 
stood  oil  Tn^  side  of  the  bed,  wont  this  nioriiing,  when  I  arofie, 
fuumi  lyin^  in  the  tune  chair.  Thitt  seemed  somewhat  »trang<- ; 
and  being  pretty  waU  sfttijfied  th»t  none  of  the  family  were 
coiineniiMl  in  it,  I  cannot  yet  resolve  it  into  any  other  muse 
tliaii  tht!  ridiculous  and  trifling  actions  of  some  of  the  meanest 
rnnk  ainoiig  tlie  intcrniil  Fpiritic;  specially  for  that,  upon  dis- 
counte  of  this,  I  had  the  relation  of  some  other  ftuch  like  trifles 
actfril  in  the  vcrj'  Sitmu  chunhnr." 

Such  is  the  weakness  of  some  of  the  strongest  minds,  could 
they  Iw  inlvmnlly  examined  by  the  coqK>re«l  eye.  Of  this  no 
stronger  example  can  be  adduct^l  than  the  great  I>r.  Samud 
JohiifiOn,  who  watt  notoriously  very  i(u]M-rMitio)L<,  a*  all  his 
biugnphrrs  tell  us.  l}ut  let  uh  turn  from  thi«  subject  to  oUieri 
of  fi  more  pkasinir  nattiw. 

LHithrrto  wc  have  been  attempting  to  trace  the  more  general 
Find  striking  outlines  of  the  eharaeler  of  the  younger  Mr.  Jeuke; 
we  wilt  now  proceed  to  give  more  mMiculor  details  of  tlic  events, 
the  actions,  niitl  tho  pursuila  of  his  life. 
Though  not  bred  to  the  law,  as  his  father  was,  nor  to  any  of 
the  lemrned  profesKiono,  Jeake  had  a  great  taste  fur  literary  pur- 
ibitfli  and  must  havp  hern  a  wpll-rrail  mnn  for  tho»o  days,  when 
Bic  facilitien  for  acquiring  learning  were  not  so  great  as  they 

arc  nt  the  presmt  time.  We  have  already  mentioned,  in  the 
Ufe  of  the  father,  that  the  Kin  w«a  educated  under  his  inime- 
diau  direction,  and  thai,  according  to  fab  own  accouul,  when 
he  was  nineteen  years  of  age.  he  was  somewhat  BC<)uaintcd 
with  the  Latin,  Oreek,  and  Hebrew-,  thoiurie,  logic,  poetry, 
natural  philosophy,  arithmetic,  eeoroetry,  cosnujgraphy,  astro- 
nomy, ai'trology,  geography,  theology,  physic,  dialling,  naviga- 
tion, eaUigrapby,  stenography,  drawing,  ht-raldry,  and  history. 
We  will  now  ptoeeed  to  exanaine  the  proofs  which  Jeake  has 
given  of  the  progress  he  made  tu  the  various  branches  of  study 
above  enumerated  >  and  fur  this  purpose  we  will  take  them  in 
the  order  in  which  they  stand. 

Latin.  In  1U4S0  he  finished  a  manuscript  for  his  own  use, 
called  '  Epitome  Gramninlicie  Lfttii)fl>.'  In  the  tamo  year  he 
wrote  another  MS.  fur  bia  own  use,  entitled  '  Dpitome  Ithe- 
toriesc.'  Among  numerous  works  which  he  metnions  as  having 
read,  we  Bod  iiMuy  of  the  Latin  clo&sics. 
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Greek  and  Hebrew.  Of  his  proficiency  in  theae  I  cannot 
speak. 

Rhetoric.  Wc  have  alrcadv  mentioned  the  work  Jeake  wrote 
on  this  science,  entitled  '  Epitome  Rhetorica;,'  to  which  we 
may  add  that,  as  he  frequently  spoke  in  their  pabUc  meetings, 
it  is  fair  to  conclude  he  had  cultivated  it  with  some  success. 

Logic.  He  does  not  tell  us  of  any  work  he  wrote  on  thia 
subject. 

Poetry.  Jeake  tells  us,  under  date  of  May  30th,  1667,  thtt 
"  by  this  time  he  was  indifferently  skilled  in  the  theory  or  rules 
of  poetry,  both  English  and  Latin ;  but  that  his  fancy  never 
ran  much  to  practice."  On  Dec.  37th,  1684,  he  says,  "  I 
finished  my  encomium  on  John  Baptist,  Morinus,  and  hia 
Astrologia  Gallica,  which  I  had  begun  about  ten  days  before, 
conBistitig  of  382  lines  of  English  heroics." 

Natural  Philosophy.  Under  this  head  the  return  is  nil, 
unless  wc  may  mention  his  hypothesis  about  the  ebbing  and 
flowing  of  the  sea. 

Arithmetic.  1667,  Jan.  10th.  Jeake  began  to  learn  arith- 
metic, and  learned  aa  far  as  Proportions.  His  astronomical 
calculations  imply  a  pretty  good  knowledge  of  figures. 

Geometry,  Astronomy,  Astrology,  DialHHg.  No  man  caa 
possess  a  (tolerable  knowledge  of  astronomy  without  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  other  branches  of  science  and  art  above 
mentioned.  We  have  before  shown  how  strong  an  attachment 
Jeake  had  to  astrology,  and  to  this  study  his  mind  seemed  prin- 
cipally turned,  of  which  further  proof  will  be  given  in  some  of 
his  writings  which  follow.  Before  he  was  twenty  years  old  he 
wrote  a  book  entitled  '  Diapason,  or  the  Harmony  of  the  Signs 
of  Heaven ;'  boing,  as  he  styles  it,  a  juvenile  essay,  or  inquiry 
into  the  rationality  of  astrological  maxims.  In  the  same  year 
he  wrote  also  '  The  Astrological  Judgment  of  the  20th  year  of 
his  Life.' 

On  January  7th,  1685,  he  finished  his  '  Demonstration  or 
Diagram  of  the  Illustration  of  Blazing  Stars,  in  two  figures, 
entitled  Comic  Cometarum  AilunibratBc.' 

Oct.  16th,  1688.  He  began  his  book  called  '  Astrological 
Experiments,  exemplified  in  a  complete  System  of  Solar  Revo- 
lutional  Directions,  attended  on  by  their  respectively  propor- 
tionable effects,  during  the  space  of  one  whole  year;'  and  occupied 
himself  thereon  at  spare  hours  till  Juno  I5th,  1692,  when  he 
finished  it,  and  aftemards  transcribed  it  fair,  and  carried  it  to 
Loudon  in  April,  1694,  where  it  was  perused  by  Coley,  It 
consisted  of  twenty  sheets,  quarto. 

On  July  4th,  1G92,  being  his  fortieth  anniversary,  he  wrote  to 
Mr.  John  Kendal,  a  schoolmaster  and  astrologer,  at  Colchester, 


JRAKR. 


571 


* 


» 


for  his  opinion  about  Partridgc'it  anil  Bishop's  new  vrny  of  di- 
rection in  nativities,  and  nbout  th«  tncmturp  of  time  ;  anj  on  tliv 
foUdiving  dnjr  be  wrote  to  Ileiiry  Coley  about  the  same  siibj«cu. 
From  t)i«  Ixst  tic  rcceiv^  an  answer,  <tatv(I  the  I6tb,  and  from 
the  former,  dated  2~ih  of  the  same  month,  consisting  of  one 
nliiTt  and  n  bulfof  |Mpcr,  curioualjr  and  cloi'cl}'  tvrolc,  and  nd* 
vancing  a  new  hypothesis  of  the  effects  to  proceed  from  transit* 
and  not  from  directions;  to  which  be  replied  with  exceptions 
on  tbn  7th  Sqitcmber  following,  but  never  received  an; 
answer. 

TAcotogy.  In  the  former  part  of  this  memoir  we  have  seen 
bow  mncK  ho  must  hav«  employed  himself  in  the  study  of 
tlicolpgy,  by  his  exposition  of  ilic  Kevelatioiid,  and  by  bis  tjpcak- 
iu<;  pii)jlicl]F  in  t'brir  na-etin|^-houiM<«. 

C'aUiip-aphtf.  Sept.  17th,  IWiT.  On  this  day  JeaJce  has  the 
foUowiiiL;  «iitry:  "I  finished  this  day  my  CidligrHphy,  which 
had  tiikcD  me  up,  at  spare  limes,  a  f^Tv^t  part  of  thia  auminer, 
being  41  copies  fairly  written  in  folio,  of  about  28  wvcral  sorts 
.,f  bandB." 

This  book  I  have  seen.  It  was  diBCovercd,  I  hare  uadcr- 
Btood,  bt'liind  the  wain«tcot  of  some  old  liouse,  a  few  years  ago, 
anfl  ia  tttill  in  vttry  Kood  preservation,  L-xliibiliii{(  tttrikin^  speci- 
mens of  superior  penmanship. 

Htenograpky.  \^'lieu  Uitlc  more  than  thirteen  years  of  age,  bo 
t4>llK  lis,  hp  tenrned  to  write  short-band. 

Drawing.  When  ifcatecly  twelve  yeitr^  old,  be  says  he  could 
draw  pieHires  iiidifferenily  well,  and  that  he  was  self-tauBhl. 

I  do  not  know  whetbrr  nuipping  tiboiild  come  under  this 
head,  but  I  will  venture  to  mention  here  tli.it,  in  l(i67,  be  drew 
a  map  of  the  town  of  Kyc,  which, could  it  now  be  found,  would 
be  a  valuable  acquisition  to  any  one  wiabing  to  inquire  into  the 
ancient  ilat^  of  the  town. 

As  to  the  knowlcdjfe  which  Jeake  had  of  the  othpr  brancbee 
of  learning,  which  he  haa  entered  in  his  '  lliary.'  he  has  not  told 
Ufl  of  anylhinif  that  be  irrotc  under  these  scvernl  heads  ;  hiith«8 
left  u»  to  infrr  it  from  bis  general  love  of,  ntid  pursuit  alter,  ia- 
fotmation. 

This  thirst  a(U-r  knowledicc  ts  farther  evinced  by  the  number 
of  works  which  be  r<;ad,  and  of  which  lie  hits  kept  on  account. 
As  h<*  read  n  new  work  he  marked  it  down  and  numbered  it, 
and  this  li«t  was  nwelled  up  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  and 
eighty-three  books,  which,  considering  how  few  were  then  pub- 
lished, in  comparison  with  tlie  preaent  time,  must  he  tboufibt 
no  mean  literary  ta*k  ;  and  mom  eeperially  when  we  add  to  this 
that  be  was  actively  engaged  in  biuia«as  as  a  dealer  in  wool 
and  u  a  general  merchant. 
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These  works  8cem  to  have  been  of  a  miscellaneous  descripti 
many  of  a  reli^rious  kind,  many  of  the  Latin  classics,  tofre 
with  travels  and  voyages.  Among  the  latter  I  notice  '  Tho 
James's  Voyage  for  the  Discovery  of  the  North  AV'est  Passa 
This  undertaking,  thus  early  bcfjun,  has,  to  the  honour  of 
af^e,  been  in  our  days  accomplished.  He  mentions  Kin^  Jam 
'  lla.silicon  Logos,*  and  King  Charles's  'Eikon  Basilike.'  I  no 
thw  last  work  from  the  fact  of  his  calling  the  '  Eikon  Basili 
the  production  of  King  CJharlcs  j  many  and  fierce  have  b 
the  wordy  disputes  as  to  the  autliorsbip  of  it,  that  of  Cha 
being  doubted  by  many  learned  authorities,  and  I  record  Jeal 
o])inion,  as  having  lived  much  nearer  the  time  of  its  first 
pcarance,  leaving  it  to  others,  much  more  competent  tl 
myself,  to  decide  what  weight  may  fairly  be  attached  to  it. 

Such  were  Jeake's  pursuits ;  I  now  proceed  to  the  particul 
of  his  life. 

Although  I  have  not  entitled  this  work  as  a  memoit 
Samuel  Jeake  and  his  times,  still  every  biography  must  cmbi 
more  or  less  of  the  manners,  the  customs  and  other  peculiarii 
of  the  period  over  which  it  extends.  Such  being  the  t 
I  feel  I  ncpd  offer  no  apology  for  introducing  the  aeveral  j 
ticulars,  which  will  l>e  found  in  the  succeeding  part  of  1 
memoir,  illustrating  the  period  of  which  we  are  writing. 

The  following  extracts  are  made  from  the  '  Diary  '  for 
puq>ose  of  showing  the  mode  of  travelling,  the  state  of 
roads,  and  other  matters  connected  therewith  in  the  sevcntce 
century. 

On  Nov.  nth,  1667.  He  set  off  for  the  first  time  to  Lond 
with  liis  fatlur  and  others  in  company.  In  the  evening  t! 
lodged  at  Tunbridgi',  and  on  the  t'oiiowing  day  rode  to  Lond 
The  usual  mode  of  travelling  was  then  on  horseback,  the  ro 
being  toil  rough  for  carriages, 

Tlie  next  circumstance  in  Jeake's  life,  which  I  shall  mcnti 
is  that  of  his  marriage,  wliicli  is  somewhat  singular,  from  corl 
])eculiariti(!S  attending  it  wliich  are  not  usual,  that  I  am  aw 
of,  among  any  parties  iu  the  present  day.  I  cannot  rcfr 
from  giving  the  description  of  the  whole  affair  in  his  own  1 
guage,  wliicli  is  as  follows; 

"June  Tth,  lOSO.     Kesolved  to  sock  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Ha 
horn,  of  the  age  of  12  years  8  months,  in  marriage,  with 
coni^ent  of  her  mother  Mrs.  lUrbara  Hartshorn,  of  Kye,  and  i 
day,  about  ii  h.   p.m.,  went  to  her  houKe  to  mention  it; 
prevented  by  company  from  a  convenient  opportunity. 

"  8lh.  Ahout  I  p.m.  went  again,  and,  finding  Mrs.  Barl 
Ilartshoni  alone,  had  a  fit  opportunity  to  propose  it  immediati 
which  was  accepted  and  the  portion  argued.  ' 
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Thi'Bc  prcliminDric*  hoing  arranged  lie  {iroceedH :  "  June  14lh. 
Abuiit  SO  tn.  p.  1  p.m.  wont  to  Mr«.  ItnrlHira  HartHhorn'E, 
havini:;  htTCousctil  to  propose  it  to  her  daughter,  Sim.  KliKalM-th 
Ilait>hutii,  for  whom  1  had  nn  aireitioii  frnm  liur  itiraiioy.  My 
firs'!  motion  wms,  rs  1  n.'iiiemi>er,  to  this  effect:  '  My  ileiir  loJy, 
tbc  tleep  impression  your  pereon  ami  rirtucs  have  nadc  upon 
tny  mind  oblige  me  to  become  your  sen'ant ;  and,  I  he»«i!cli 
you,  Madam,  be  pleased  to  reluni  me  the  liivour  of  huving  a 
phice  in  yi>iir  honrt.'  '  Sir'  (said  she),  *  it  is  so  weij^hly  n  Imsj- 
ni-ns  thai  1  am  not  capable  of  retumiag  you  au  ansnvr  wiiliuui 
a  long  litntf  of  cuiisidtratioii.'" 

Having  proceeded  thus  far  in  his  negotiation,  liv  ehows  the 
position  of  tlio  starK  at  Ihb  time  to  be  fuvorahle  tu  Bueh  sddretee* 
iu(  he  vraa  then  engaged  in.  He  wiu  not  allowed  to  nrmniii  long 
in  »u8ptii8c,  for,  oti  the  16lh  June,  lie  recvivcd  the  deckriHl 
coiiseiit  of  the  dnnghter ;  and,  all  raaiiers  heing  thuM  fur 
arranged,  he  goes  on  to  tell  us  :  "  July  12th,  tibout  'Z  p.m.  (ihc 
writings  couceniiiif;  the  marriage  being  sealed  just  before  by 
Mrs.  fiarbarn  Huit^hurii  and  myMlO^  1  n-jis  hi-lnithed  or  con* 
traeted  to  her  daughter  (Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hartxhom)  in  the 
presence  of  my  father  and  her  mother,  Mr.  Miehncl  Citdman 
and  Mr,  Thomas  Miller,  in  form  following,  viz:  Taking  her  by 
llie  right  hiinil,  1  «iiid,I,  Samuel,  take  thut^,  Eliz-tbcth,  to  be  my 
bel  rut  lied  wifi*,  and  do  promise  to  make  ih™  my  wedded  wift 
ill  time  convpnient,  in  tok<-n  wheTi-uf  is  this  our  holding  by  the 
hand.  Then,  looiing  uiy  liand,  she  look  me  bv  my  riglit  hand, 
and  repeating  ihv  Knme  wor<h>,  muintift  mutandis !' 

In  the  following  year  the  marriage  was  aolotniiixcd,  as  appeon 
from  the  folluntiig  eiLtnct : 

"  I(>81,  Murrh  Ist.  Alwut  35  m.  p.  9  a.m.  I  was  married  to 
Mrs.  Kliznbcth  llnrt»boni.  at  Kye,  by  Mr.  Bruce,  in  ih<'  pre- 
sence of  Mr.  Thomas  Miller,  Natlmnir]  Ilaitsliorn  (brother  to 
my  ^'ifc),  and  the  M^xton.wo  goiii;^,  ihoujih  in  the  dayliiue,  yet 
eo  much  incoguilo  that  there  was  no  concourse  or  notice  taken 
either  of  our  going  or  coming.  The  day  wait  cloudy,  but  enhn, 
llie  sun  shone  out  just  at  lying  the  nuptial-knot,  and  alfio  ju&t 
ai  its  setting.'* 

Mr.  Ilartahom,  the  father  of  Jcakc's  wife,  was  master  of  the 
free  school  at  Rye  ;  an  office  for  which  he  wan  very  worthy,  and, 
while  he  held  it,  qualified  several  pupils  for  the  university. 

She  herself  has  been  dcM-rihed  as  eqiiallyeminent  for  beauty, 
Tirtue,  wit,  and  the  talents  of  convrriutiua.  I  have  seen  her 
portrait,  and  can  Touch  for  her  beauty. 

It  appears  that  when  Jcnke  nindc  hi*  marriage  contract  he 
woa  to  Lara  »a  pan  of  bis  wife's  portion  her  muiliei's  house. 
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which  he  describes  as  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  town.  Thitii 
the  house  situated  at  the  lower  part  of  the  Mermaid  street,  nov 
known  by  the  name  of  the  Old  Hospital ;  having  been,  so  called 
in  consequence  of  being  used  for  thifl  purpose  by  the  militaij 
when  stationed  at  Bye,  at  the  commencemeDt  of  the  late  wii 
with  France. 

Few  houses  have  passed  by  family  descent  through  so  maiij 
years  as  the  one  in  question.  We  have  seen  that  Jeake  re- 
ceived it  with  his  wife  on  his  marriage,  on  whom  it  was  settled 
How  long  it  had  been  in  the  Hartshorn  family  previous  to  tlut 
time  it  is  not  possible  exactly  to  say  ;  but  as  these  were  of  some 
note  in  the  town,  it  might  have  been  for  several  years.  I  fiud 
that  Mrs.  Harthhom  was  a  widow  on  June  7th,  1680,  when 
Jeake  first  sought  the  daughter  in  marriage ;  I  find,  moreover, 
that  on  April  ^Oth,  1679,  died  Richard  Hartshorn, jurat,  whom 
I  suppose  to  have  been  the  father  of  Jeake's  wife ;  and,  lastly, 
on  Oct.  23d,  1679,  a  Richard  Hartshorn  was  elected  a  freeman 
of  the  corporation,  being,  I  imagine,  a  son  of  the  former.  Now 
as  no  one  can  be  admitted  to  the  freedom  until  he  is  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  the  latter  must  have  been  born  at  least  in  the 
year  1<358,  if  not  before ;  and  thus,  if  the  elder  Hartshorn  owned 
this  house  at  the  time  of  his  marriage,  he  must  have  had  poa- 
session  in  the  previous  year,  1657.  From  this  year  the  Hartt- 
horns  hold  it  until  Jeake  took  it  in  1681.  On  the  death  of  his 
widow,  who,  after  bis  decease,  married  a  Mr.  Tucker,  by 
whom  she  had  a  daughter,  named  Philadelphia,  it  came  into 
the  bands  of  the  latter,  who  married  Mr.  Thomas  Frewen,  a 
surgeon  in  llje ;  from  whom  it  ])asiscd  into  the  hands  of  their 
daughter  I'hiladelpbia,  who  died  at  Is'orthiam,  unmarried,  in  the 
year  1841,  btiiig  in  the  91st  yi'ar  of  her  age.  It  is  now  the 
property  of  her  nephew,  Morton  Fre\vcn,  lisq.  ;  having  thus 
been  ill  different  brunches  of  the  same  family  for  nearly  two 
hundred  yesirs. 

Having  spoken  of  Jeake's  house,  this  seems  a  proper  time 
and  pbce  to  take  sunic  notice  of  another  building  with  which 
he  was  connected,  it  is  a  storehouse  which  he  built  in  the 
Mermaid  street,  opposite  liis  house,  hut  a  little  lower  down.  On 
May  6tb,  1G89,  be  tells  us  he  bought  a  piece  of  ground  of  Robert 
-  Ilrowno,  to  build  a  storehouse  upon,  for  the  sum  of  three  pounds 
ten  shillings. 

He  further  says,  "  June  13th,  1689,  exactly  at  noon,  the 
foundation  of  my  storehouse  was  laid,  the  first  stone  by  myself, 
under  this  posituru  of  heaven."  (Here  is  shown  a  horoscope, 
as  is  seen  in  the  drawing  of  the  building  hi  the  Chapter  on 
Antiquities,  with  the  following  inscription.) 
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Jiiaii  l.t.lHI9. 

CulBlidDlltU 

Solo 
JuUiB  fuil  hll^lM 

Hulxnta. 

Ub  JiifW  131ti,  IDIItf, 

ftt  ttcnti, 

"{"hii  fdiindntion 

of  till*  HlOtvllUIKI!  WW  Util, 

lam  ol  Hrniirii  Wing  iw  ben)  dmcHtMl. 

H«  thpTj  atl(U  the  succeeding  romAiku :  "  This  timp  wm 
elected  only  fui  c^jKrimcnt  sakv,  and  not  out  of  any  coiifidciicG 
I  hnd  thnt  tlie  influence  of  Heaven  li^iticd  ftnyttiinf;  lo  artifi- 
cial*. In  buildinff  thi«  slorchouac  I  consumed  230/.  Tbc  walls, 
wliich  (TtTC  of  stone,  and  the  roof  were  furnisticd  this  year  be- 
fore winter;  but  the  Guarding,  slnirH,  glnxing,  and  fini»)iiiig 
work  next  spring  and  siimiDer — »11  Wing  done  by  July  4th, 
16&0." 

This  storehouse  has  not  remained  in  the  bands  of  Jeahc's 
desccndBnts.  The  Goths  and  VundaU  have  got  posscMsion  of 
it;  and  having  completely  covered  the  three  seriients  in  the 
g«bl(>  with  tiles,  have  deprived  it  of  mueb  of  it«  value  ns  ft  relic 
of  iiiiti<tuily.  1  am  happy  lo  tbtuk  that,  by  having  bad  adraw- 
ing  inadi^  pre^-ious  to  this  bncbarous  innovation,  I  have  beca 
cuahk-d  tu  give  my  readers  tuinc  idea  of  i(»  original  ctate.  If 
Jenlce  intended  the  three  scrpeiils,  each  witJi  his  tail  in  his 
tnouth,  as  the  cml>U'ni)>  of  eternity,  the  modem  baiburiuiitf  have 
sndly  fruslTalcd  hin  hopeH. 

'Hi  roil  K;bout  the  wliole  rrign  oflhe  sceond  Charles,  the  Non- 
eonforinists  were  more  or  leHspemccuted  ;  and  during  tliiv  lime 
they  •una  not  admilti-d  into  miy  eorpornlion,  and  tins,  I  pre- 
sume, was  the  reason  why  Jcake  was  not  admitted  lo  his  frpc- 
dom  until  the  yc4ir  1690,  otic  year  after  the  passinc  of  the  ToU'- 
ration  Act,  on  the  acCEBsinn  of  William  and  Mary,  whereas 
Iwing  frcN!  bv  birth,  he  wai  entitled  to  the  AsftumplioQ  of  it  in 
1(173.  when  he  nrrivrd  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  vcara.  It  waa 
on  July  2d,  1690,  that  he  w-os  niade  a  freeman,  claiming  by  the 
usual  custom  or  privilege  of  birth,  and  took  the  usual  oath  in 
ibeiie  words  following:  "  I,  Samuel  Jeakc,  i^hnll  faith  bear  unto 
OUT  sovereign  Lord  and  Lndy  King  William  and  Queen  Mary, 
and  to  the  niayor,  jurats,  and  commonalty  of  this  town  of  Rye, 
and  the  chatters,  liberties,  frimrhisrs,  customs,  and  usngc«  of 
the  Cinque  IViils,  two  ancient  tnwna,  ami  their  members,  and 
especially  of  the  said  town  of  Itye,  to  my  power  shall  maintain, 
and  shall  not  consent  to  hurt  them,  or  to  break  them  :  and  my 
»eot«  and  lota  of  tuy  goods  and  chattels  to  llie  afoiesaid  eoro- 
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monalty  shall  well  and  truly  pay,  when  I  shall  be  thereunt 
scottcd  or  lotted.     So  help  me  God  1" 

Although  Jcake's  '  Diary'  contains  many  other  interestiD 
matters  heeides  those  already  inserted  in  this  memoir,  yet,  i 
they  rather  relate  to  the  general  affairs  of  the  tow^  of  Kyc  moi 
than  to  him  personally,  I  conceive  they  can  be  more  appit 
priately  interwoven  with  other  parts  of  our  history.  This  bein 
the  case,  I  Bhall  hasten  to  bring  this  memoir  to  a  close,  harin 
but  few  other  particulars  to  relate. 

In  1(194,  being  in  London,  in  the  month  of  January,  he  heap 
of  the  act  being  passed  for  the  Million  Adventure,  and  that  i 
filled  fast,  wherefore  he  put  in  100/.  He  afterwards  bough 
several  more  tickets,  and  not  satisfied  with  buying  on  his  owi 
account,  he  persuaded  several  of  the  town  of  Rye  to  purchas 
to  the  amount  of  twenty  tickets. 

It  appears  that  this  Million  Adventure  was  a  scheme  of  tbi 
Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  to  raise  that  sum  of  money,  an< 
those  who  drew  prizes  in  the  lottery  were  entitled  to  a&nuitie 
on  lives.  On  October  29th  he  received  news  that  he  had  i 
benefited  ticket,  giving  him  10/.  a  year  ;  and  on  November  lOlI 
his  mother-in-law,  Mrs.  Barbara  Hartshorn,  had  a  ticket,  giviiu 
her  20/.  a  year.  On  November  24th  news  arrived  that  thii 
lottery  had  ended,  and  that  none  of  the  twenty  tickets  abovi 
mentioned  had  come  up  prizes. 

Jeake  seems  to  have  dabbled  in  other  money  specnlations 
particularly  in  East  ludia  stock,  in  which,  upon  the  -whole  b 
was  fortunate. 

It  remains  to  say  something  of  Mr.  Jeake's  family.  "We  ha" 
alre.idy  detailed  his  cotirtyhip.  Ins  betrothal,  and  his  marriage 
lie  tells  us,  that  whin  ho  commenced  his  courtship,  June  7tli 
1680,  his  intended  wife  was  only  13  years  and  8  months  uid 
and  therefore  when  he  married  her,  on  March  Ist,  1G8I,  shi 
was  not  quite  ISJ  years,  a  very  early  age,  whereas  he  wa 
nearly  ~9  years  old. 

On  March  16th,  1G84,  his  first  child  was  born,  in  the  parisl 
of  Gabriel  Fenehurch,  London,  where  he  was  then  residing,  ii 
consequence  of  the  persecution  he  met  with  at  Rye.  Xhi 
child  was  a  daughter,  and  her  name  was  Elizabeth,  the  same  a 
her  mother's. 

On  August  13th,  1688,  his  son  Manassch  was  bom,  whicl 
event  I  must  give  in  his  own  words,  viz.:  "At  49  m.  p,  11 
p.m.  exactly  (allowing  IC  that  the  sun  sets  at  Rye  before  ht 
comes  to  the  level  of  the  horizon,  for  the  watch  was  set  by  tbf 
sun-setting)  my  wife  was  safely  delivered  of  a  son,  whom  1 
named  Manasseh,  hoping  that  God  liad  now  made  me  forget  al 
my  toils,"'  &c. 
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Manasseh  sifrnifies  fi)rp:etful,  or  fori;ctriilnc«». 

On  May  Ist,  M?Jb,  according  to  the  parish  registers,  he  had 
B  dau^tilcr  born,  whom  h«  nnuicd  Barbara,  ahcr  \x\»  wife's 
mother  t  presume. 

On  June  ;J(i,   I(i97,  is  the  folloniug  entry  in  the  register: 
*'  Samuel  Jeake,  son  of  Samuel  and  Klizahoth  J<ake,  bom 
Unbaptiscil." 

Whether  he  had  any  other  children  1  oni  unnbtc  to  mv.  On 
July  Hth,  IGiXl,  MuirnKKcrh.  whom  he  descril)cs  at  thnt  time  as 
bis  only  eon,  died.  Of  his  two  dmtghters  I  ean  say  nothing; 
but  oTliis  other  son,  Samuel,  I  nhall  have  occneion  to  say  fromc- 
(biog.  As  rcf^anls  the  Ihther  of  this  Inst  Samuel,  the  subject 
of  tins  liltlc  memoir,  I  shall  only  add,  by  way  of  conclusion,  the 
fullouin^  entry,  nliiuh  I  found  in  the  parish  re^^ister  of  llyc : 

"  I'.ilty,  Niiv.  2iM.  Samuel  Jeakc,  j;entlcmnii.  died.*' 

I'hotii'b  the  regi«ter  gays  nothing  more,  u'«  know,  from  tils 
Diary,  that  he  was  In  the  44th  year  of  hia  age. 

In  the  coQcludin^part  of  thehfe  of  the  second  SamuclJeake, 
I  observed  thnt  1  aliotdd  oBer  a  few  remarks  on  hiit  son,  the 
thini  Samuel  Jcake.  He  was  born  on  June  3d,  1(^7,  andcon- 
setjuently  \vn.t  liltJe  more  than  two  yi-an«  old  when  Ilia  father 
died.  Under  whose  nmnii^mi-nt  his  cdiieation  woh  eonductvd 
1  have  met  with  no  record  to  inform  me.  According  to  nil  the 
traditionnrr  notice^of  him,  he  seems  to  have  inherited  the  in- 
tellectual abUiliea  of  his  father  and  his  girandfather,  to  which 
was  added  considL-rablc  loeebanicol  skilL  Among  bis  betccr-tn- 
formed  nelphlwurs  he  was  known  by  the  name  of  Counsellor 
Jeake,  implying  the  possession  of  knowledge  and  sound  jud^- 
meiit,  whili;  his  mcchaniral  nkill  caused  hia  more  illiterali!  fellow- 
townsHR-ti  to  consider  him  us  n  conjuror.  Like  his  father  and 
his  grandfather,  he  was  bom  free  of  the  eorpomtion  of  Rye,  and 
living  in  more  qniet  times  than  they  did,  when  persecution  bad 
grcalty  abated,  he  took  up  his  freedom  when  he  was  rather  more 
than  'i.'l  yenrs  of  age,  that  is,  about  one  year  after  the  time  he 
wa!»  entitled  to  receive  it ;  whereas  his  father  was  not  allowed  to 
take  up  his  freedom  untU  be  was  88  years  of  age,  nor  his  grand- 
father  till  he  was  nearly  2;^  years  oUL 

The  entry  in  the  corporation  books  U  this:  **  17 19,  August  l!hh. 
Samuel  Jeake  claimed  his  freedom  by  birth,  and  was  admitted. 

Thus  we  6ec  there  mii«t  hare  been  four  generations  of  tlic 
Jcitkea  members  of  the  oorporaiion. 

Henry  Jeake  must  have  been  a  freeman  as  early  as  162U,  bc- 
enuB<!  hu  aon,  the  tirsl  SamuelJeake,  who  was  bom  in  this  year, 
was  boru  free. 

The  firat  Samuel  Jeake,  son  of  t-Icnry,  was  a  freeman. 

The  second  Samuel  Jealcc,  sod  of  tho  Hrst,  was  n  freeman. 
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■  The  third  Samuel  Jeake,  son  uftlicsccomltwasatsoarrecman. 
As  Henry  Jciike  muxt  liiive  been  freo  ns  early  as  1623  (tf  not 

_       before),  andiu  the  third  SatnuelJeake  lived  til)  17-16,  or  later, 

■  some  one^af  the  riiniil^r  was  in  the  corporalion  for  1^3  years. 

Mr.  Jetilce  was  itiaHc  a  jurat,  and  in  17:il  we  find  he  pur- 
chased the  statutc-bouk  of  thccorporatioii,  as  may  bv  seen  from 
_         ihc  folloninjr  cnlrj'  in  the  records : 

"  l~;il.  At  this  assembly  the  stattitc-book,  bc{Hti- 

iiiu;;  ut  the  re!^  of  Kinjc  Henry  I,  and  cndin;;  at  the  'i'2d  yesxr 

_        of  King  Charles  II,  uas  bought  uf  this  coqioraliou  by  Samuel 

I        Jeake,  jurat,  for  one  g-iiiiiL-a,  nhich  he  has  non-  ]mid  to  the 

chamberluiii."     He  continuwl  to  be  a  jural  as  late  as  MAG. 

For  whnt  |»iir|)04>e  Jeakc  ptirchoHed  iIuh  book  1  cannot  <>ay, 
and  whether  he  made  any  iiac  of  it  in  the  vay  of  publication  I 
a[Re<|iiaily  i^noiuiit. 

■  llic  third  8ainiiel  Jcakc  succeeded  his  father  in  the  prwscsMon 
'       and   ultimate  occupation  of  the  house  already  mentionc<l  aa 

standing;  in  the  Mermaid  otreeC.  Lookinji:  at  the  drawing  of 
tht»  house,  I  should  suppose  lliat  ortf^inaUy  it  mu«t  have  had 
anolher  wliig  to  it,  as,  in  it.t  present  atate,  it  h  architeciiirally 
imperfect ;  but  if  this  were  the  ease,  on  which  side  did  this  wing 
stand?  A  fact  hiis  com«  to  my  kuonlcd^e  wbicb  deeid:.'a  (hat 
it  was  on  the  west  side  of  the  present  building,  and  thus  the 
centre  would  conlnin  two  gables,  and  each  ol\jhe  wings  one 
_  pable.  The  fnct  I  allude  to  is  this  :  Mr,  J  cake  s  ivjdow  built  n 
(  I'rcsbyteriau  mccting-biMisc  on  the  cast  siilcj  V-nicH  was  used 

for  the  celebration  of  divine  worship,  acconling  to  the  forms  of 
that  sect,  down  to  the  year  1778,  when  it  was  turned  into  a 
Methodist  chapel,  in  which  John  Wesley  himself  once  preached 
and  administered  the  sacrament.  It  was  uaed  by  the  Methodists 
until  the  present  Wesleyaii  chiipel  was  built,  in  17Sn,  nfter 
vhicfa  it  was  used  by  the  Universalists,  and  Anally  converted 
into  a  dwelling  bouse,  in  wbich  character  it  is  now  titnnding, 
■nd  is  stilt  known  by  the  name  of  the  old  mecting-houftc.  The 
licence  granted  for  preaching  in  this  chapel  stales  it  to  have 
been  a  house  purchased  by  Samuel  Jcake,  and  converted  into  a 
place  of  worahip  by  his  widow. 

I  have  said  that  Jcake  possessed  considerable  mechanical 
skill,  and  my  ruaiion  for  this  assertion  is,  itiat  be  made  n  nia- 
Idiine  by  which  he  fancied  lie  should  be  able  to  fly.  Whether 
his  wings  were  of  wax,  and  whether,  like  Icunis,  he  soared  too 
bold  a  Sight,  tradition  saiih  not.  AH  that  has  come  to  my 
knowledge  is  this,  that  his  machine  would  not  enable  him  to 
fly,  and  that  it  lay  for  many  years  in  tbe  up|>er  part  of  the 
grammar  schoolroom,  in  the  High  fttrrct,  and  was  there  accQ 
by  several  inhahitanta  now  living. 
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I  shall  conclude  ihe«e  memoira  of  tbe  Jeakes  Trith  tbdr 
genealogy. 

Ilcnry  Jcakc  nils  born  about  tlic  year  ICOO, 

Satiiui-I,  sou  of  Heniy  Jeakc,  was  bom  Odolwr  lilh,  1623. 

Samuel, son  of  iHe  above,  was  bwrn  July  4tb,  1652. 

Samuel^  son  of  the  itcconil  Smtiiicl,  was  born  June  3d,  1697. 

Henry  Jeake  nuunicd  Anne  Pccrsonn  Feb.  11  th,  1617. 

Samuel,  son  of  Henry  Jenke,  married  fVances  Haitredge>  of 
Manlen,  in  Kent,  in  July  1651. 

.Samuel,  sou  of  Samuel  above,  married  Elizabvtli  Maruhom, 
MiiK^h  Ut,  16S1. 

Samuel,  8on  of  ihe  second  Samuel,  was  never  married. 

Alter  the  death  of  the  sccood  Samuel  Jeake,  bia  widow  mar- 
ried Joseph  Tucker,  bv  whom  she  had  a  daughter,  named 
Philndtlpiiia,  who  was  fcnni  May  '20lh,  1707. 

PUiladeiphia  Tutkcr  woa  half-»i»l<rr  to  the  tliinl  Samuel  Jeake. 
She  married  Thomiui  Frcwen.  From  these  descended  Mra. 
Fhitadclpbiu  Frcwcn,  who  waa  born  December  3l6t,  1760. 

Their  genealogical  tree  will  run  thus  : 

llenr}- Jenke— Ana»  PMMoon. 

1 
Samuel  Jcnkc—Frsnaa  llartnd^. 

I 
S(unu«l  J#ak«-E.  |[arlihocn. 

1 

SmDucl  Jrake. 

RllsatwUi  HuiUliorn— Juw|<b  TiiclMr. 
rt)llai]i:l|ilita  Tuchtr. 

Fl>iUli!l|>liia  Freven,  unmitcMd. 
Morton  fmMn,  Iwr  wphmt. 

Prewk.v.  Tbe  Mr.  Morton  Frewen  ahore  mentioned  is 
a  younger  branch  uf  this  family,  which  has  for  many  years  bcco 
settled  at  Nurthiani.in  .Sussex.  Tbe  present  roureseiitalivt;  of 
the  elder  branch  ih  Thomas  Frewen,  Esq  ,  of  Drickwoll  Iluuac, 
iu  this  parish,  and  the  following  h  their  pedigree. 

Thotna.*!  Frewcu,  ¥,it{.,  of  Brickwall,  was  the  only  child  of 
Stephen  Frewen,  alderman  of  London,  by  his  Arst  wife, 
Katherinv,  daughter  of  ThomoaSoott,  of  CJatelcy,  in  Northiiim, 
and  nia  bom  m  16:10.  He  (that  is,  Thomas)  married  first 
Jiidi'li,  ihuighttr  und  sole  heir  of  John  Wolvestoiie,  nf  Fidhnm, 
in  MiildlcKcx,  by  whom  he  had  five  rliildren,  of  whom  only 
Edward  attained  his  majority.  He  married,  Kccondly,  Bridget, 
daughter  and,  ultimately,  one  of  the  coheirs  of  Sir  Thomas 
LattMi,  of  East  Laton,  id  the  county  of  York,  f>otn  which  mar- 
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liiige  i-he  present  Briciin'all  I'ftmilj-  Arc.  doAcended.  In  1678  Mr. 
Ttioniiks  Frcucn  was  returned  to  porlianiciit  fur  ihc  buruugh  of 
Rye,  nml  continued  to  represent  it  rluring  twenty  yeare.  In 
1679  his  father  Stephen,  and  his  wife  Bridget,  died  ai  Brick- 
wall  nearly  nt  the  sumo  time, and  were  botli  iiitfrreti  at  Nortluam 
on  one  day,  Sept.  Ilth.  In  coDBequeitrc  of  ibis  event  Mr. 
Frencn  took  n  di&likc  to  the  p1ac«,  and  gave  it  up  to  his  son 
Edn-ard,  residing  birosclf  principally  in  London,  or  at  his  ceat, 
Cluybrookc  tlouse,  iii  Fulliuin.  In  December.  ItiSl*  Mr. 
Frewcn  married,  thirdly,  Jane,  relict  of  Sir  Dawes  Wymondsold, 
of  Putney,  anddutighlcrof  Sir  liubert  Cooke, of  Hi^^hani  Court) 
in  Glouceatorshire,  by  whom,  who  survived  him,  he  had  no 
issue.  He  died  on  the  Hth  of  September,  1702-3,  and  lies  in- 
terred at  Putney,  in  the  vault  of  the  Wymondsold  family.  He 
wus  succeeded  in  his  c&tates  by  his  son  l^dward,  who  woh  bom 
in  1661,  and  was  elected  a  freeman  of  the  borough  of  Rye  on 
December  3d,  1 681.  In  August.  16S4,  Edward  Frcwen  m«r- 
ried  Selina,  daughter  of  John  Uodscball,  of  East  Sheen,  in 
Surrey,  and  went  on  a  tour  to  France  and  Italy,  in  company 
with  George,  fourth  Earl  of  Northiimpton,  and  being  much 
struck  with  the  beauty  of  the  Paris  saloons  of  that  period,  on 
1ii»  return  (o  En;rh)ud  he  erected  the  ^'at  dravi  ing-room  on  the 
south  front  of  nriekwalll louse,  ns  n  ban(|UPting-rouni,  in  which 
lo  entertain  ihe  corporation  of  Rye,  of  which  lKin>ugh  his  father 
was  at  that  time  the  patron  and  representative.  He  also  con- 
stniclfd  the  great  smircase  at  Itrickwall.  The  elaborate  plaster 
ceilings  to  thi.s  banqitcting-room  and  staircase  were  designed 
and  cxecutetl  by  French  artists,  and  cost  400/.  each.  On  the 
4tb  of  March,  1085,  Edward  Frewen  and  Kobert  VVymondstdd 
(son  of  his  stepmother.  Lady  Wymondsold)  received  the  honour 
of  knighthood  fi-oni  James  II,  in  the  ruvul  betleli amber,  and  at 
the  ciiroiiatioa  of  that  monHTch,  Sir  Edward  Frcwen  was  one  of 
the  thirty-two  Barcms  of  thr  Ciiujiie  Porta,  retiirtied  by  Ilye  to 
carry  tlie  canopies  over  the  king  and  queen.  On  the  1Mb  day 
of  June  in  the  same  year,  Sir  Rdwanl  Frewcn  was  appointed 
major  of  the  1st  regiment  of  the  Cinque  Ports,  and  caplun 
of  the  company  of  triiiiied  band  of  soldiers  of  the  town  of 
Tcnlerden. 

Sir  Edward  Frcwen  died  at  Brickwall  October  8th,  1723, 
a<i;ed  t)2  years,  and  is  interred  in  the  vault  of  bis  grandfather, 
Stephen  Frewcn,  nt  Nortbiara.  Ho  was  succeeded  in  liia  estates 
by  his  only  surviving  son,  Thomas  Frcwen,  Esq. 

(jRKBDELL.  The  first  time  we  meet  with  this  name  is  id 
15H'2,  when,  on  June  3d,  wnit  hapttiicd  a  daughter  of  Allen 
Grybbell;  and  on  October  IJth,  "Allen  Cinhbcll,  of  Rye, 
le&hcr,  is,  by  our  mayor,    ncenrding  to  the  aiuieiit  usage  of 

s  tonn,  made  his  fn^cman." 
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On  Jammrj-  I7th,  \G39,  Allen  Grcbbtll,  80fi  of  llic  abovv, 
waa  admitted  to  liia  frefidoni,  by  birth. 

1"U0.  Jfn-ininh  GrcbbcU,  chosen  bj  m^or. 

1702.  Thomas  Grebbell,  jun.,  elected  a  freenum. 

1714.  AUvn  GrebbcU,  free  by  birth. 

i7M.  Allen  Grcbbell,  do. 

Tlig  Grebbclls  were  very  influenlini  in  the  corporation^  having 
been  treemen,  iurats.  nod  mayors  through  the  long  series  of 
1 50  years;  while  the  Lnmb  family,  by  lh«  marriage  of  Janies 
Iiainb,  who  waa  the  Urst  ibnt  came  into  Rye,  with  Mnnhit 
Grcbbell,  in  1717,  nmy  be  stmt]  to  hnvc  rinilon^cd  Lhc-irpolilical 
existenov  thruugh  more  ihnn  another  aaU  ccuiury,  and  their 
physical  to  the  jireBciit  moment,  with  the  fnir  probability  of 
continuing  the  latu-r,  il"  not  :ho  former,  for  many  years  j-ct  to 
come. 

I'cACOCK.  161),  August  S3d>  Thomas  Peacock  wa«  made 
a  freeman  by  the  mayor,  Mr.  Corkram.  He  aftcrwardg  hrcamc 
a  jurat,  and  by  bis  will,  dated  in  |f>;JH,  be  built  and  endowed 
the  present  {^ramumr-Hchuol,  snd  tbiis  di>scr\'e«  to  bt  recorded 
aa  one  of  the  benefactors  of  iliv  (own  of  Rye. 

1'eadle.  Moses  I'caillc  was  admitted'  to  his  freedom)  by 
right  of  birth,  in  I7U8 ;  and  he  had  n  son,  admitted  May  Kith, 
17:tU,  by  hirib,  who  enteral  the  army,  and  biut  the  honour  of 
being  present  at  the  capture  of  Porto  Bcllo,  tinder  Admiral 
Vernon,  in  17;J9.  A  portrait  of  this  officer,  in  full  uniform,  is 
still  in  the  |>OMc»«ton  of  a  descendant  Jrom  the  fomalc  Urnnch 
of  the  family.  Mos^'s  seem?  to  have  been  the  favorite  CliriBtinu 
name,  for  one,  bt-imDg  the  same,  died  only  a  very  few  years  ago. 

D ft.  Clare,  one  of  the  %'ery  few  men  who  have  had  sufficient 
strength  of  mind  and  body  to  a&ccnd  to  (he  summit  of  Mont 
Blanc,  is  n  nnlirc  nf  the  town  of  Kyc,  and  on  lii-i  return  from 
(bis  haz.irdous  expedition,  he  gave  a  very  inlprestinsj;  lecture  to 
his  foMoM-luwiiSHicii,  in  which  he  detailed  nil  the  partieulars  of 
his  joiu-ney,  and  exhibited  apecimena  uf  many  plants  aud  uiiue- 
mU  he  had  picked  up  hy  (he  way. 


i'RB>'Cii  KtrvamKH. 

Though  many  of  these  rame  into  Rye  before  some  of  the 
familica  above  mentioned,  yet  we  have  preferred  douilin^  (heir 
pedigrees  »«i»iraicly.  It  was  ad.  lUT^i  that  these  unfortunate 
people  first  orrivetl  in  Rye  ;  but  many  of  thciu  having  again, 
while  n  I'rehh  arrival  took  place  in  1'>K5,  and  afterwards,  we 
shall  oidy  mention  those  who  remained,  and  bccmnc  naturalized 
among  us. 

Mahrow.     In  l&^o  U'C  find  the  name  of  Matthew  Marrow, 
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from  Dieppe-    In  1698  Thomas  Marrow  was  elected  a  freer 
of  ihc  corporation  ;  and  in  \7'2'>  was  buried  'riioniuN  Mnnxiw, 

DANflATfl  AMD  EspiNKTTB.  TlicselnmiUfH  were  6rat  cousins, 
and  came  to  Kye  in  ll>B5.  One  of  ibc  Dan&avs  bad  been  an 
officer  in  the  French  navy,  and  on  his  settling  in  this  catintiy, 
he  was  appointed  to  the  conioiand  of  an  English  ;V)-gun  frlgatCj 
and  while  CDiivuyiii);  a  fleet  ut~  luercliiintiiicn  from  some  distant 
pari,  wafl  niPt  Sy  a  French  Mjuadrun,  which,  by  his  skill  and 
maticeuvres,  he  escaped,,  and  in  eoHse<iueiice  of  his  ^^ood  con- 
duct nn  this  occaaion,  waH  ■nadeuuvcniorortircennich  Hospital 
fur  life.  Tilts  is  the  account  of  a  living  descendant  of  these 
families ;  but  we  are  bound  to  say,  that  on  initking  inquiri&i  at 
Greenwich,  the  name  of  Dansays  has  not  lH:en  found  ;  so  thai 
nlthrtiijih  there  is  no  doubt  of  his  having  been  employed,  and  of 
hi«  excellent  miinagcmcDt,  there  must  be  some  mistake  as  to  the 
reward  he  received  for  it. 

These  families  came  from  the  neiglibourhood  of  Roebelle ; 
and  V'heu  the  French  Convention  offered  to  restore  the  forfeited 
properly  of  the  rel'ugeea,  one  of  the  Espinettes,  who  bad  his 
pedi-irt'C  vtTtfied  by  the  refugee  office,  was  advised  to  po  over ; 
but  being  oomforlahli- bt-re,  and  disliking:  the  sea,  declined  it; 
when  another  from  Mnidstunc  did  go  over  and  recover  his 
property. 

The  following  memorandum  of  the  l>an8aii's  and  Kspincttca 
was  tnkcn  from  the  Refujfce  or  Alien  office  in  Ixindon : 

"  1/originc  dc  la  famillc  dcs  Espinct,  dcUvre  a  mon  cousin, 
David  Ksjiiiiet,  refugie,  iiaiif  du  lieu  uppelle  le  I'ort  Danviiu, 
pnichf  de  TuilU-bour,  sur  la  riviere  dc  Charente,  en  province  de 
ocintoiigc.  I'^rit  de  la  Lundre,  Juin  16, 1  lf*S.  David  Kspinct, 
natif  dc  Muronc  en  Seiatonge,  lil  de  Mons.  EspineC,  aussi  natif 
de  le  Port  Danvau." 

The  following  are  the  pedigrees  of  the  above  i 

Diiriil  K>|iiii«1      -        Tbn  tpfiiRFi'. 

D41111I  Kiijilnel  •        .     Son  of  Hie  shore,  niiinl*i  Ellmbclb  Ihilun}-*. 

Samael        -        •        Son  of  Dnvl.l  tin^l  RllniMb. 

titvii      ...     Son  uf  Snimirl,  niiuTlnl  Muf:nrct  Stoithoni. 

DuTl<l,Ed«atJ.nriU7,  Sana  of  DaMi)  iinil  .Miincnii'l.  now  IMtg.  IMd. 

PAnuvi. 

Mon*I«nr  I>«nKi}*   -    Tbe  rFtufra. 

Gllubelb     •        •        Elu  daaichirT,  monicd   Dnrld   l>|imel,    8h«  «a«  barn  at 

Sonbkip,  on  thi<  rtier  Clinntnb^ 
M*rf       ...     DtujrhtFr  of  llie  «lttiv>>   Muru.  Uannj-t,   b»ni  In   Ivii|tlia4, 

mairiMt.  itnt,  Jolin  DarU,  Ul*  of  WIkIiI;  Mcoodtjr.  John 

Hillniv.  of  Hip. 
M«i7lltllaiy        .         VnuRblcrof  J^^nand   Mnrj,  matripil  JamM  Stoaluai,  WU. 

tritham. 
Jama*  nnil  David      ■     Sona  of  Ibc   ■hove.    Jsinca  Jird  in  ISil,  uilhont  EubHj-: 

DhvLI  KimliviitR.  li%3. 
pf^t      -         •         Daufblpr  wf  DsvM  Slmhunii   cnarriwl  ftanJ  Eft|<lac1,   u 

■tav«> 


PBBNCH  BHPUUBEH. 


&m 


The  oriKiitnl  Dansnys.  capUiu  in  the  navy,  wnsanmn  of  note, 
bcinp  entitled  "  Conaeiller  tlti  roi."  Thcw  nnmcs  Imve  been 
s|>ett  thus:  Dating  l>unsay8 ;  Epinet,  Kspitiel,  EspiDctte; 
Ililiarc,  Ililliu^'. 

MeHvax.  This  family  came  [o  Rye  at  thi!  latter  (rare  af  thu 
8«veiitci>iiti)  century,  una  siomu  are  atlll  mnairiing.  'Vh\»  imme 
bus  uIhd  undcrgnnc  great  changes ;  the  origiual,  3f t.-ngnan, 
Miriiiinn,  Meriim,  Merytin. 

In  the  possession  nf  this  family  is  still  presen'td  a  krgc  pew- 
ter tankard,  in  which  the  %nnc  was  formerly  jmt,  when  tJic 
sacntment  n-os  administered  to  the  French  Protestants,  trlio  were 
|)cnnittc-d.  it  is  said,  to  perfonn  divine  worship  in  the  parish 
church  of  Kye,  in  the  intervals  of  the  English  iK-rvicc. 

The  followiug  uftines  nevm  to  denote  a  French  origin,  trace- 
able,  by  alow  de^^cs,  from  the  on^'iiiiil  into  F.ii)^li»h : 

Seanleville,  ScarvcU,  Shiiri'iU,  Sharwell;  Rcnnnd,  Reno,  Rey- 
nold ;   1^%-creau,  Ijevent,  I>evri>,  Lever. 

or  thcne  later  some  are  still  remaining  ;  while  the  followiog  ' 
nre  extinct: 

Dupny,  Fosshicr,  Varricr,  Fogcr,  Fousicr,  Ooutct 

Caklkton.  The  Cfirlrtons  of  Curlcton,  were  a  very  ancient 
family,  having  l>ren  iicttlcd  in  the  county  of  Cumberland  as  fur 
hack  as  some  time  in  the  eleventh  century. 

Guy  was  govertior  of  Norhani  CtLsllc  in  ihc  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth. Thiii  castle  was  built  in  1 121  by  Ralph  Flambcrt,  hifthop 
uf  Durham,  on  the  edf;e  of  a  ruck,  above  the  Tweed,  on  the 
Northumberland  side  of  the  river.  Being  a  frontier  fortress,  it 
was  ^qucntly  attacked,  and  Komelinics  taken  by  the  iScotch, 
during  the  long  wart  which  raged  lietwecn  thcfle  brave  people 
and  the  English.  Being  thus  a  place  uf  great  importance,  the 
appointment  of  Guy  Carleton  to  the  office  of  governor  shows 
that  Oueen  Elizabeth  must  have  had  great  eonddenec  in  hts 
tni»twurlhiness.  George,  I  suppos>e,  was  the  son  of  Guy,  as  he 
was  born  at  Norham  iu  155!',  find  die<t  in  KiJH,  bc-iiig  sixty- 
ninc  year*  of  age.  This  George  I  take  to  Iw  the  same  who,  in 
1619,  was  made  Bishop  of  Chichester.  It  was  thiif  circiimstanoe 
that  brought  the  family  into  iiunse^^Hnd  hence  Ilcnr^i-  Carletoit 
bought  an  estate  at  Fairlighl,  and  might  become  lui  inhabitant 
of  thi;  neighbourhood  of  Itye- 

Itiomas  Carleton  married  Anne,  daughter  of  Captain  Miller, 
of  IslcKurtli,  Middlesex,  by  whom  he  had  twn  sons  and  one 
daughter,  vii.  Henrv,  Thomas,  and  Anne.  He  was  buried  at 
Hustings. 

"Icnry,  son  of  Thomas,  was  bom  in  1693  and  died  In  1771, 
i  seventy-eight  years,  and  lies  buried  in  Ihc  north  traiisepi 
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in  Rye  church ;  having  been  one  of  the  jurats  of  the  awpora- 
tion,  and,  of  course,  an  inhabitant  of  the  town. 

George,  son  of  the  above,  was  born  in  Rye,  a.d.  1718,  and 
died  in  1761,  aged  forty-three  years.  He  became  vicar  of  Rye 
in  1744,  and  was  a  jurat  of  the  corporation.  He  lies  in  the  same 
grave  with  his  father  and  mother.  He  married  Constant  Daw, 
but  left  no  family  to  survive  him. 


'"•^■"■'-— ■'"  frffi*? 


/i**/  ./Lyi  ■/'w>  -fi^^Uu^,   /^t;    i^ 

nufufw  ^  ti^4H  ttu^  6444^  ^^-Hc^ft^t^  u*    ' 

{l4CJ^  Q  Lcuh    UutUd  ^?  UA44t4  ^fftt^  £: 

SuUUu*9  ,  U^U   Lf  G  MW    SjU£Uc  ^,     ! 
«***  ie^  a  i^d  ,  u   Uerur  U'U^  ^  /It   SrUfu^  , 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


AKTiauiTIBB  or  RTB. 


t 

I 
I 


Ypkbs  Towsb-  The  building  which  claims  thtt  greatest 
antiquitT  in  the  town  of  Rjrc  is  Yprcs Tower ;  which,  having; 
bct-ii  biiilt  by  U'illmm  of  Ypres,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  twelfth 
century,  st!ll  retains  )ii^  name.  Thia  noblcni3.n,  who  lived  in 
the  rcigii  uf  King  f^tephen,  was,  by  this  moiiarcli,  created  FJiri 
of  Kent ;  and  then  it  was,  most  probably,  that  be  erected  thia 
caalle,  being  called  upon,  by  virmc  of  his  new  office,  to  provide 
for  the  defence  of  the  coast,  his  jurisdiction  extending  orer  the 
county  of  Sussex,  us  wtU  m  that  of  Kent — in  tbc  same  manner, 
I  |>rcKume,asatiiIater  i>eriod  in  ourhi»tor^,  tbc  twu  rountiesof 
Kent  and  Sussex  were  under  tbc  jurisdiction  of  tbc  same 
slicritT,  as  appears  in  Cade's  lU-bcllion.  who  was  killed  al  Ileatb- 
Beld,  in  Suse«x,  by  Alexander  of  tden,  who  is  called  RheritT  of 
these  two  counties, 

Thia  tower  stands  at  the  south-east  angle  of  the  town,  having 
becti  creeled  on  thia  apol  to  combine  the  two  objects  of  awnteb- 
tower  ttud  also  of  a  tower  of  defence ;  and,  if  wc  recollect  the 
peculiar  locality  of  Rye  at  that  period,  we  shall  »ep  that  the  .spot 
wos  well  choxcn.  Standing  on  the  edge  of  a  steep  rocky  clitf, 
at  the  font  of  which  flowed  the  oea,  forming  in  those  days,  when 
gunpowder  itiitl  cannon  were  yet  unknown,  n  gtmd  defence,  litis 
tower  was  not  easily  assailable ;  nbile  its  purpose  as  a  wutch> 
toner  was  fully  attaiiK^I,  when  wc  observe  that  the  whole  eooAt, 
from  Fairlight  to  the  west  to  Folk^itonc  Clifia  to  the  cast,  was 
distinctly  visible  from  its  top,  while  the  view  to  the  south-cast 
extended  almost  to  the  coast  of  France,  showing  that  no  aail 
could  appear  on  these  wide-spread  waters  without  being  seen 
by  tbc  watchman  from  his  look-out. 

Yprea  Tower  is  a  quadrangular  building,  with  a  round  tower 
ut  ewcb  corner,  each  tower  being  about  tweoty-fivc  feet  in  ex- 
terior cireumforenee,  and  fifteen  feet  in  the  interior.  There  are 
two  rooms  iu  the  building,  one  on  the  ground  floor,  and  one 
above,  cocb  fifteen  feet  square.  There  is  a  door  at  every  comer 
of  cndt  room,  coinmuiiicating  with  one  of  the  towers.  There 
are  itoin  only  in  the  north-east  tower,  and  these  do  not  at  pre- 
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scot  rcacH  to  the  top.  In  tbc  north-cast  and  north-n'cst  tuvrcn 
un:  severally  four  lancet  vindows,  tvo  up  pretty  high,  the  other 
two  lonrcr.  Iii  the  south-east  and  &outli-wcst  ODcsari;  scvcrsUj 
tiv«  windows ;  three  towards  the  top,  and  two  below;  two  old 
/windows  in  aouth  face  between  the  towers,  and  one  in  the  west. 
/The  walla  are  four  feet  thick,  and  the  lowers  about  forty  feet 

I         Whoever  shall  wish  to  examine  Yprca  Tower,  some  fifty  or  a 
.'^"Titindrwl  years  hence,  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  orij^inal  tower, 
w'Tbcarioji  this  ii«mc.  is  situated  at  iho  west  or  south-west  end  »f 
1  i  '. '  tbc  nreaent  buildinf;,  constituting  the  gaol,  anslwlilch  new  part 
'- "  ** -tas  buill  ill  ihej|ear  \^'67,  for  tlte  sake  of  cnliir^iig  it ;  uhicli 


,(y 


i 


woric  had  became  ne^xaarr  under  a  certain  Aci  of  Pariiameut, 
compelling  cor^Kiratc  towns  to  provide  more  fully  for  ihe  tafc 
custody  of  their  prisonora. 

From  the  time  of  the  original  fuundnlion  of  this  tower,  which 
must  have  been  some  time  between  the  years  1  l:i5  and  I  IA4, 
the  period  of  the  rci'jn  of  King  Stephen,  until  the  year  I'tiK'^, 
when  it  was  purchased  by  tlie  corporation,  that  is  for  nliout  two 
hundred  and  dAr  years,   wc   may  presume   it  was   lueil  as  a 

1  place  of  defence.  In  the  reign  of  Richard  II,  and  aj^in  in  that 
of  Henry  VI,  the  town  was  plundered  and  buhicd  by  the 
French ;  which  evciita  nniiil  have  Uikcn  place  bclwccn  Ilir  years 
I.J77,  the  commencement  of  the  rei^n  of  the  former  kirij^,  «n<I 
14'il,  the  end  of  the  reign  of  the  latter.  These  uufortuuote 
events  having  takm  jilaee,  in  spite  of  Yprcs  Tower,  and  oUo  of 
the  walls  and  eatcwiiys  erected  in  the  reign  of  Edward  II),  thia 
towor  was  probably  no  longer  considered  of  any  use  in  a  mili- 
tary  point  of  view ;  and  hence,  b<^in);  ahmidoncd  fur  thai  pur- 
pose, was  purchased  by  the  cor|>oration,  and  iippliud  to  other 
uaes. 

The  use  to  which  the  lower  was  applied  by  the  coriwwation, 
after  their  purchase  of  it,  was  that  of  a  town  aaul ;  and  for  this 
it  is  still  used,  with  the  atlditiiin  which  has  aVrenOy  been  omso- 
tioned  as  having  been  ma<Ie  to  it  in  1  «i7. 

For  many  years  this  tower  was  called  "The  IJ  '  '~  "a 
name  derived  from  a  kind  of  boot,  ho  called,  and  >  >)>• 

plied  as  a  mode  of  [nmi aliment,  occasinning  great  pain  and 
affliction  to  those  who  nere  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  nibjcctctl 
to  it. 

"The  boot"  wasa  kind  of  torture  for  crirainaU;  if  wan  a  bitklttn 
of  |>arcUnient,  which  bciut  put  on  the  lea-  moiRt  and  ltr<iu);bt 
near  the  fire,  in  Atirinkin^  B(]iie<r/^d  tl  ■'  ix-ca- 

diiiried  iiitolcriiblL-  nuiii&.     'Hhtc  «aa     '  luisi- 


iuK  of  four  thick-,  Hlmngboiinis.  Ixiunit  rimid  wc 

of  these  arc  put  between  the  criminal'*  tegs.aiwl  U.. 


:  two 

J I  bet*, 


one  placed  on  the  out  aide  of  ono  leg,  iniH  thfi  other  on  the  other ; 
then  tx^ueeziiig  tlie  Ic^  it|;uiiist  the  hoards  hy  tbc  cords,  the 
criminal's  buties  were  severe  Ij*  pinched,  or  even  hrokcu. 

T/ie  Walts  ami  Oatiwat/».  The  town  of  Uvc  was  fortified  on 
the  north  and  nest  sidetj  in  the  rei^  of  Efdward  III,  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  some  time  hotwccn  13'27  and  1377,  the 
duration  of  this  king's  Bitting  on  the  throne  of  this  rcahn. 

The  (tea  having;  now  considerably  receded  from  the  nnrch  side 
of  the  town,  and  some  of  the  marshes  there  haviiij*  Leeii  em- 
banlccd  nnd  preserved  from  the  salt  water,  the  old  rock  on  which 
Rye  stands  was  no  longer  insulated,  but  connected  with  the 
mail)  land,  llencc  the  natural  defences  mere  done  iiwtiy  with 
in  a  great  measure,  and  it  hecanie  nrcessarj'  to  i:rfct  artificial 
ones.  Hence  the  walls  and  gates  were  built;  a  description  of 
which  we  uiil  now  pruceed  to  give. 

The  wall  commenced  on  the  south-west  side  of  the  town,  at 
the  spot  where  the  sleep  and  rocky  chfls  ceased  to  be  a  suffi- 
cient  defence,  and,  rxmning  in  a  northerly  direction,  on  the  west 
side  to  the  north>wc«l  angle  of  the  town,  it  theit  tiimeil  to  the 
eaKtwnrd,  and,  ninning  along  the  north  nnd  ea^t  Hide  of  the 
lotvn,  u-rmin»trd  nt  the  iwuth-cnist  an^lc.  Hence,  alone  the 
south  side  to  the  south-west,  where  the  wall  commcncetF,  the 
clifls  were  still  considered  sufficienlty  precipitous  to  rcust  the 
atlnck  of  an  enemy,  at  a  period  when  powder  and  shot  were 
still  in  their  infancy;  for  history  informs  us  that  cannon  was 
only  used  for  the  first  time  either  at  the  battle  of  Poicticrs  or 
Crcsay,  both  of  which  were  fought  in  this  reign. 

Ilie  Malls  were  Iwenty-eighl  fft-t  in  height,  and  five  feet  in 
thickness.  There  waa  a  foase  or  ditch,  extending  [Kirl  of  the 
way  at  their  btiac,  which  was  RAy  feet  in  n-idin,  and  about 
five  feet  deep.  There  were  three  gates  in  the  walls,  and  one 
bastion.  Two  of  the  former  were  sufficiently  high  and  wide  to 
admit  of  horses  and  eaniuges,  while  the  oiner  was  only  a  png- 
lem  tu  admit  ibot-piLssengers.  The  Struiul  gate,  leading  out 
of  the  town  to  the  Koullt<wcst,  communicated,  as  itn  name 
implies,  n-ith  the  Strand,  where  the  vessels  lay  to  unload  their 
cargoes.  'Hiisgate  was  in  a  ruinous  state  for  many  years,  having 
only  half  the  arch  remaining,  and  which  was  pulled  down  abmit 
the  year  1816.  In  ihe  centre  of  the  arch  was  a  rude  stone 
coat  of  arms,  representing  three  stems  of  vessels  joined  to  three 
dcnii-ltons  at  their  bends,  being  the  I'inqiic  Ports'  amis.  This 
ancient  coat  has  lieen  prcscr^'ed  by  an  old  nnd  res]>eetable 
native  and  inhabitant  oi  the  towa,  who  had  it  placed  in  the  ad- 
joining wall,  where  it  still  remains  a  memento  of  bygone  days, 
rile  li4nd  gtilcn  ay  still  exislii  at  the  north-east  angle  of  tlii: 
town,  whence  the  road  leads  to  London,  nnd  is  n  building  of 


ff  litch  any  torn  mtiy  tvcU  b«  proud.  The  width  nf  the  f^teway 
is  about  twelve fefit,  over  which  was  formerly  8  portcullis,  Tb* 
old  gatca,  BtudJctl  wiih  nails,  «iTe  in  existence  within  the  me- 
morjr  of  Duny  of  the  present  inbabilantfi.  The  ^tcwaj  ta 
/  flanked  on  cither  ludc  ivith  a  massive  rouod  tower,  ri^iiif;  tv  the 
/  height  of  forty-seven  feet;  being  twenty-five  feet  iii  dia- 
Iw  meter  on  the  outside,  nnd  fifteen  feet  wtthtn.  In  the  western 
tower  were  Ktxirs  leading  to  the  lop,  on  which  is  a  small  watch- 
tower,  eight  feet  nnd  a  half  ubovc  the  m&in  tower.  These 
SLairs  were  carried  up  through  a  very  small  well  or  tower,  sepa- 
ratrd  or  taken  out  of  the  main  tower.  They  are  now  so  much 
broken  and  decayed  oa  to  be  useless.  Id  each  tower  were  two 
apartments,  and  over  the  upper  one  in  each  I  suppose  there 
must  have  been  a  flat  roof,  as  round  the  jiart  above  tlic  sup- 
posed roof  are  seven  rather  targe  openings,  throu;ih  which  fire- 
amis  of  fiomc  kind  might  he  dincliiu'gi.-d'  Immctliately  over  (be 
gateway  itself  was  a  room  twenty  feet  long  by  nine  feet  wide, 
with  two  windows  on  each  side,  two  facing  the  north  and  two 
the  south,  at>d  a  door  at  each  end,  communicating  with  lh« 
upper  apartment  of  each  tower.  Uvcr  this  room  was  another, 
in  which  there  appenni  to  have  been  a  fireplace,  as  is  indicated 
by  Something  ver^'  like  to  a  chimney.  In  this  room  were  two 
arched  windows,  one  facing  the  north,  the  other  the  south ;  the 
former  enabling  the  guard  or  warder  toobserve  the  approach  of 
an  enemy  on  the  land  aide,  and  the  latter  on  the  sea  side. 
Moreover,  at  the  south-east  angle  of  this  atmrtment  was  a  small 
watch-lower,  with  one  lanci-t  window.  On  cither  side  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  arch,  on  the  north,  is  a  sninll  circular  hole, 
fur  whnt  piiqioHe  originnlly  intended  I  cannot  say;  at  present 
ihenc  holra  do  not  go  through  the  wall. 

To  comprehend  the  full  beauty  and  effect  of  this  fine  gate- 
way, we  must  carry  our  ideas  back  to  the  period  of  its  original 
erection,  when  no  buildings  existed  on  the  outside  of  it,  and  it 
rose  in  all  its  massive  grandeur  out  of  Che  level  and  open  Uuub, 
by  which  it  was  then  surrounded. 

The  thin],  or  PoKterii  gate  pa«Aed  through  tlie  wall  ut  the 
foot  of  Conduit  hill,  being  only  of  Eutlicieat  dimensions  to  admit 
of  foot-pasaengers  to  go  into  or  out  of  the  town  through  it. 
This  gate  was  standing  at  the  bitter  part  of  the  seventeenth  cen- 
tury, wbrn  Jcakc  wrote  his  '  Charters  of  the  Cinque  Ports,'  nnd 
was  pulled  down  in  1736. 

In  the  north  wall,  about  two  hundred  feet  from  the  north- 
west corner  of  the  same,  stood  a  baalion  or  tower;  its  pre- 
aent  top  being  on  a  level  with  the  wall,  which,  in  this  part^ 
is  only  six  or  seven  feet  high,  prevenu  the  posaiibibty  of  asccr^ 
tainiof:  m  original  height,  whether  it  was  carried  up  to  tlie 
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same  as  that  of  the  towen  at  the  Land  gate,  or  whether  only 
pari  of  the  way  uji  the  waU.  It  might  probably  have  been  a 
towL'r;  UB  the  tower  half  circle  still  r(!niatiiin»  \\aa  four  embrn- 
siirf^ft,  or  openings,  similar  to  those  at  the  Lanil  gate  tou<>r».  mul 
which  were  about  nine  feet  nl>ove  the  upper  level  of  the  ditch. 
The  inside  diameter  of  this  building  is  tyrenty-nine  fe«t,  and  its 
projcelion  from  the  face  of  the  wall  iuto  the  ditch  is  Hftcca 
feet.  About  six  feet  alwve  the  ilileh  wan  a  round  hole,  cut 
through  a  aolid  sione  ;  but  for  what  purpose  docs  not  ajipcar. 
The  foUoniuji:  is  a  tnie  mensiiremcut  of  the  walls,  giitewaya, 
(1  ecnvrol  circumference  of  the  tower  at  tbia  Dre»cat  time. 
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rOr  iieven  furlongs,  being  wvcn  eighths  of  a  mile ;  which  differs 
but  little  from  Jeal^e's  calculation,  nhich  is  271  rods,  or  iA7\^ 
feet. 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  foregoing  meaituremcnt  that  for  the 
firet  3424  feet  of  the  wall  there  was  no  d\tfh,  which  may  he  ac- 
counted for  by  the  fact  that  the  sea  still  doncd  over  the  Stmnd 
uii  to  the  wails  on  tbi^  part.  Heuc:e  the  whole  length  of  the 
ditch  waa  1337  feci,  or  only  two  furlougs.  Within  tlie  Stmnd 
gate  the  wall,  fur  about  eighty  feec  up  tJic  street  had  several 
nrehes,  underneath  which  was  found  a  Blight  shelter  from  bad 
weather ;  but  fur  what  pur|>ot««  uriginally  intended  is  uiiL-erliiin. 
TowartU  the  lower  part  of  the  wall,  at  this  part,  several  fevt 
below  the  present  surface  of  the  ground,  are  sooie  arches, 
into  which,  at  the  time  of  the  erection  of  the  wall,  Ilic  s^a  must 
have  llowed.  Whether  they  were  intended  as  opeiiings  for 
admission  of  Iwiats  within  the  wall  must  he  meru  matter  of 
conjecture,  and  !»  only  hinted  at  here  for  the  curious  lo  deter- 
mine. 

From  Land  gate  to  Strand  gate  runs  a  long  and  winduig 
street,  »x  hundred  and  thirty  yards  in  length,  or  rather  more 
than  one  third  of  u  mile;  the  lower  part  towarda  the  latter 
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g*t«  being  called  the  Mint,  and  the  upper  part  the  Longer 
ttreet. 

TAe  Oliltit  IlriHte.  In  the  rcign  of  ItichRrd  II,  mmI  o^in 
in  that  of  Henry  VI,  the  town  was  sacked  and  burned  by  the 
French.  lo  these  conflagrations  nil  the  buildings  nf  the  town 
arc  said  to  have  perished,  with  the  cscxptinn  of  Yprcs  towcr» 
part  of  the  chnrcn,  and  an  old  house,  now  gtnndinK  in  Hndding't 
ward,  on  the  south  side  of  the  ehurchyard.  This  is  a  stone 
edifice,  with  its  gabl«-cnd  facing  the  street.  It  is  supposed  by 
some  to  have  bevn  on^iiialty  a  huiltHnft;  designed  for  a  religious 
pur|>os« :  and  If  we  muy  judge  from  its  appearance,  this  seems  by 
no  meanR  iinprt»babl«.  We  conclude  it  to  have  been  the  chapel 
of  the  Itrolhcm  Carmelites.  The  dimensions  of  the  present  cdincc 
are  aa  follow,  viz.  : 

Frel. 
Tlio  wiillli  ot  tb*  irtlilv-cn^l  fiiclni;  Ibr  tln^l  -  -19 

PtpUi  of  ihr  bulldina,  fo  (oi  lu  tbc  <i(if(iaiJ  part  m«iii>  M  bnr 

cUPiidril  •  .  -  -  -  SSJ 

In  the  north  oahlc,  facing  the  churchyanl,  is  a  stone  arch, 
indicating  the  Mtualion  of  an  ancient  window,  such  as  was 
common  in  religious  edilJce«.  Lower  down,  near  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  building,  seems  to  have  been  a  small  kiicet-shajicd 
window.  The  additiuntil  proof  of  its  having  been  a  religions 
building  cou3i»t9  in  the  fad  of  lis  being  composed  of  etoue.  In 
those  early  days  no  buildings,  excepting  those  designed  for 
public  usi'S,  were  eonslructcd  with  brick  or  stone.  And  thus 
we  And  that  the  only  edifices  which  escaped  the  confiagratioa 
were  Tprc!<  tower,  Land  gate.  Strand  gate,  tbia  building,  and  a 
portion  of  the  church. 

The  dwelling-houses  were  no  doubt  built  of  wood,  as  the 
greater  part  of  them  arc  at  this  day;  the  abundance  and  con- 
sequent chenpQcss  of  this  material,  particularly  in  this  town,  ko 
contiguous  to  the  great  forest  of  Andcrida,  would,  of  course, 
lead  the  inhabitants  to  adopt  it.  I  do  not  know  (bat  I  should 
hazard  too  much  in  asserting  that,  till  nlthin  the  biat  century, 
no  dwelling-house  in  Rye  was  built  of  brick  or  atone. 

As  iiidioations  of  tht^  Urea  alluded  to,  it  tnay  Ixr  mentioned 
here  that  when  the  workuitn  dug  into  the  Longer  street,  for  the 
purpose  of  laying  down  a  main  tiewer  for  the  better  drainage  of 
the  town,  they  discovered  n  considerable  layer  of  blnck  matter, 
evidently  the  debris  of  n  fire,  and  from  its  quantity  fairly  con- 
cluded to  be  the  remains  of  those  two  great  conflagrations  which 
reduced  the  [own  to&shes  in  the  respective  reigns  of  Kichard  II 
and  Ilcnrj-  VI. 

Further  proofs  (if  proofs  are  wanted)  of  these  Ares  have  lately 
been  discovered  in  the  church,  on  making  certain  improvements 
there  in  the  years  1813  and  1844.    On  remoYtng  the  plaster 


and  whitewash,  which  had  Inngdisfifrured  two  fine  8axOQ  arches 
li-iKling  from  the  transept,  one  into  the  south,  and  the  other 
into  the  north  nislr,  the  »(ui)es  of  which  they  are  composed 
■were  found  to  have  a  reddish  hue,  oceaaioncd  hy  the  action  of 
tire ;  and  to  show  iiUo  that  this  part  uf  the  chiireh  must  linvc  Uiiu 
some  lime  in  ruinfl,  a  hranch  of  ivy  waa  diacovcred,  which  had 
tnsiQiiuiedilselfiunoHgthcintcnticcs  of  the  pillars  which  support 
Uie  arch. 

Tlie  first  fire  huvuig  tultcH  place  in  the  year  1377,  and  we  A 
havini;  itnw  nrrived  at  that  of  IH14,  we  may  fairly  assert  that  i 
this  oh)  house  cnnnot  be  Ici^s  thnii  five  hundred  years  old>  Blip-  J 
posing  it  to  have  been  built  only  ihirty-threc  years  bvforc  the  / 
pvriod  at  which  the  Brst  6rc  took  place.  / 

Chapel  of  Friars  Ilertmilet.  Passinf;  from  the  Longer  street, 
down  what  Jcake  calls  the  New  Conduit  atrcct,  and  which  is 
now  known  by  the  name  of  Conduit  hill,  there  stnnds  on  the 
right  hand,  or  eastern  aide,  an  ancient  building,  which  wafi  the 
a&ve-uamcd  chaucl,  erected  early  in  the  lifteciith  ccntuiy,  or 
before ;  and  in  15*24  n  new  roof  wan  require<1,  when  this  deK< 
cieiicy  wu»  supplied  by  the  piety  of  ouc  William  Marshe,  as 
appears  (according  to  Jenke)  from  the  following  extract  from 
the  record*  of  the  town  of  this  year,  viz, ;  "  Eodcm  tuino,  Bcili- 
cet.  quarto  die  Septcmbris,  erect,  fuit  tcf*umcnt.  fabriea;  Fratrum 
Ilermitnrum  Sancli  Aii;^uBttni ;  intra  villaoi  pricdictam,  ex  ini- 
peusis  cujusdani  WiUiclmi  Marslie,  ag^ricolax"  That  is,  "  In 
the  same  year,  that  is  to  say,  the  -Ith  day  of  September,  was 
erected  the  roof  of  the  fabric  of  the  I-'riars  Heremites  of  Saint 
Angustin,  within  the  town  aforesftid,  at  the  cost  of  one  William 
Mamhc,  hushandman." 

This  |iiiiu!«  iH-tit'ftu'lor,  AViliiam  Mnrshe,  in  ihosc  simjdc  days 
was  merely  styled  a  husbandman.  Had  he  lived  in  thcite  grandllo- 
(jiii.-ut  times,  and  done  the  Kamc  good  deed,  he  would  have  been 
called  a  farmer  at  least,  perhaps  an  agriculturiat,  or  even  a  land- 
owner, William  Marshe,  ICsq. 

Thin  was  a  line  building  in  ita  day»  being,  within  the  walls, 
sixty-eight  feet  long  by  twenty-six  feet  wide,  nnd  twenty-two 
feet  high.  Ita  length  is  from  west  to  cast,  and  at  cither  end  wu 
a  large  handsome  window,  surmounted  with  a  gnthic  arch,  the 
lower  extremity  o(  each  being  at  once  ornamented  and  sup- 
ported by  a  eorhcl,  representing  some  grotesque  human  head. 
In  the  western  window  thciie  eorbela  ai'e  still  nearly  perfect, 
while  in  the  eastern  they  are  decayed  and  gone.  On  the  south 
fUie  are  rourgiithie  arched  windows,  with  rich  tracery  forming  the 
mutlioiu.  All  these  six  windows  have  their  silts  at  about  eleven 
feet  from  the  floor  of  the  chapel.  Tlie  east  and  we»t  windows 
are  eleven  feet  wide  at  the  adl,  and  eighteen  feet  high.     The 
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south  irindon'8  arc  only  seven  feet  wide  at  the  sill,  and  elereo 
feet  from  the  sill  to  the  inner  rentre  of  the  arch.  The  lower 
extremity  of  the  ornamcntftl  arch  of  each  of  these  south  win- 
dows has  a  curhel  rcpresentinf^  n  human  head,  but  each  thfloring 
from  t lie  other  in  its  linenments;  whereas  the  two  supporting 
the  weal  window  are  exactly  alike,  ^^'llile  these  six  handsome 
windows  rrsj>eetivety  adorn  the  south-west  and  enst  sides  of  the 
edifice,  on  the  north  no  tmces  remain,  except  of  three  rather 
Hmiill  square  windows,  the  centre  one  being  rather  larger  than 
the  othiTtwo.  All  these  nine  windows  arc  consinirtetl  of  stone. 
At  the  time  of  its  ercrtinn  there  were  no  houses  on  the  oonth 
uide,  and,  therefore,  these  windows  were  visible  from  this  part 
of  the  Longer  street,  and  showed  themselves  to  f<Teat  advantage, 
being  then,  at  their  sills,  eleven  feet  from  the  ;^und  ;  nbcreas 
now  the  surface  is  raised  up  level  with  thein,  and  Is  eons«^ 
qucntly  eleven  feet  above  the  original  floor  of  the  chaucl.  There 
were  two  entrance  doors;  one  on  the  south  side,  rloiie  to  the 
soulh-wesl  corner  of  the  building,  and  the  other  i mmediateljr 
opfiositc ;  the  former  communicating  wiib  the  street,  and  the 
other  with  n  yard  at  the  back,  in  .which  was  Mttiated  Mhat  I 
suppose  to  have  bccu  the  living  and  slcepitig-apartiuents  of  the 
monks. 

Running  out  from  the  north-east  angle  of  the  chapel,  in  a 
northerly  direction,  and  in  a  straight  line  from  the  eastern  gable, 
is  Btill  traceable  the  foundation  of  a  building,  to  the  extent  of 
thirty  feet  in  length  from  south  to  north,  and  twelve  feet  in 
width  from  east  to  west.  At  the  point  of  junction  with  the 
main  building  some  pkster  is  still  discernible,  none  of  which 
is  to  be  scon  on  the  other  part;  corroborating  our  opimoa 
as  to  this  having  been  designed  for  the  refectory  and  dormi- 
tories of  the  friars.  Thus  we  see  there  was  the  chn|K-l  separate 
and  tlistinct,  set  apart  for  religious  uses  ulonc ;  and  when  in  its 
original  state  well  ndapted  to  impress  those  vho  vorisliipped 
within  its  walls  with  sacred  awe  and  deep  solemnity. 

The  height  of  the  wulls  within-sidc  wns  about  twenty-two 
feet,  the  roof  sloping  down  to  the  top  of  the  windows  on  the 
south  side,  while  ai  the  east  and  west  the  ^blcs  nscendeil  to 
the  ridge  of  the  roof,  and,  consequently,  were  eonstdenibly 
higher,  enabling  the  architect  to  increase  the  beaulv  of  the  in- 
terior, by  proportionally  raising  the  two  M-indo«-s  therein. 

This  wtw  the  cbapel  of  the  Friars  Eremites  of  Saint  Augustin, 
when  the  ri'pairs  were  completed  in  the  year  \f)'24.  Hut  its 
beouty  was  doamcd  to  be  but  of  short  duration ;  for  in  liV^Uf 
only  eleven  years  afterwards,  it  was  dissolved  by  Henry  VIII, 
in  Dunseqiicncc  of  its  revenues  being  under  'iOOJ,  per  annum. 
But  though  it  wns  thus  dissolved  at  this  early  (wriud  after  its 
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foundation,  it  n-as  probably  oot  altogether  abandoned  by  iboie 
who  hatl  been  io  the  hubit  of  perlVintiiiig  their  rehijiotis  pcrc- 
monie»  iliere.  I  do  noL  know  exactly  how  fiir  the  rage  of"  llcnry 
was  carried  against  these  Htiiaili-r  religion!!  hoii9c!(,  hut  I  pivsiimc^ 
as  the  fuuiidatiuii  of  bis  zoil  wns  twofold,  riz.  hutn'd  of  the  Pope 
and  love  of  lucre,  notadetestiitionoftbeRoinanCHtholicreli^ioa 
ptr  it,  the  friars  were  still  nlluncd  to  worship  in  thdr  chapel  if 
they  thniifrht  fit,  provided  be,  the  kin^;,  hnd  the  rev-cnucs  altoehcd 
to  it  |»iid  into  (he  royiil  treasury.  And  it  is  by  no  means  im- 
probahle  that  the  zenl  ol'  the  pious  raij^ht  otitl  «npply  uulHcieoC 
funds  to  enable  the  friurs  to  Ruy  moases  for  the  repose  of  tbe 
dead,  whose  bones  were  laid  beneath  tlic  stones  »liteh  formed 
tiic  floor  of  the  chapel  j  for  that  many  were  buried  there  is 
evident  tiroin  the  number  of  bones  which,  from  time  to  time, 
have  been  disinterred,  'nhcii  sltcrntions  liavc  been  n^quired  in 
this  part  of  the  buiUtinK-  When  the  wait  was  bnili,  sepnriitiiig 
the  grounds  from  the  highway,  in  1T62,  five  or  six  skeletons 
were  found,  wliiuh  had  been  luterredin  lui  upright  position. 

In  Sfwaking  of  the  chapel  we  arc  naturally  lei)  to  make  some 
inquu'tca  about  the  friars  who  hnd  the  custody  of  it.  These 
are  called  Friars  Eremites  or  Hercmites,  of  St.  Auj^^iutin, 
and  were  so  called  from  this  saint,  who  wm  the  firitt  Archbishop 
of  Coiilerbunr.  These  friars  were  originally  hermita  (hence 
their  name  of^IIcrcmitcs),  iind  were  first  congregated  under  one 
body  by  Pope  Alexander  IV,  in  t'25().  In  a  chnpel  such  as  we 
have  been  deseribing,  there  was  probably  not  more  than  two  or 
three  friars,  and  therefore  a  large  revenue  was  not  reqnired  for 
their  support;  and  tlicir  final  expulsion  from  it,  therefore^ 
might  not  have  taken  place  until  the  rci^n  of  Edward  YI,  who 
enforced  the  acts  of  llcnry  VIII,  not  for  the  aake  of  the  pe- 
cuniary ndvauta^  only*  but  also  for  tliat  of  the  advantage 
of  the  Protestant  religion,  of  wfaieh  he  was  a  sincere  believer 
and  a  warm  supporter.  Af^er  this  time  no  doubt  its  decay 
was  rapidly  increased;  and,  since,  it  lias  verified  the  words  of 
Sbakapeare : 

"  MiMiy  ui|aa>nt)  ■  uwn  wflli  ilruge  becUtlJovt." 

A  fcmsilc  equally  applicable  to  the  works  of  man  as  to  man 
hinuctr.  Dcdicuu-d  in  its  pristine  state  to  relig;ious  purposes, 
it  has  now  for  many  years  been  desecrated  to  \ile  ana  base 
uses.  Once  n  tbcnire  for  itinerant  pinycr*,  when  tiomo Trlntmlo 
of  the  evcnino  may  have  rci>ented  the  very  words  of  our  poet 
above  rpioled.  It  has  been  used  as  a  mulihoiuc;  the  upper 
door  is  now  a  store  for  wool,  and  the  lower  one  for  baucoo, 
cheese,  bntter,  and  lard.     "  Sic  transit  sloria  mundi !" 

In  tbe  court-hall  is  an  old  hand-bell,  beantifullv  embossed 
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with  S{^«s,  representing  Orpheus  plaj'ing  on  the  violin  and 
the  beasts  UsteninK  to  him,  and  bfuriit};  at  the  top  this  inscrip- 
tion :  "  O,  ntaicr  Dri,  mi-nionlo  mei !"  "  O,  mother  of  God,  re- 
roember  me!"  and  at  the  bottom  this:  "IVirua  Cbineuu  mi 
fecit  I5ti(i,"  "  Peter  Chiutrvis  made  me,  MISii." 

Quern  Elizabeth's  Wei/.  At  a  short  distance  frocn  the  town, 
in  a  northerly  direction,  beneath  a  high  bank,  once  a  wild  and 
sequestered  spot,  and  still  ovcrahudowcd  by  some  ancient  oaks, 
rises  B  perennial  spring  of  clear  and  sweet  water,  honoured  with 
the  high  and  royid  nppcllniion  of  "  Queen  EUzabcth's  Well," 
from  [he  circumstance  of  her  Majesty,  in  one  of  her  progresses 
through  the  kingdom,  having  visited  Rye,  nhcn  she  halted  at 
this  Hpot,  either  to  drink  of  the  wster  which  Qowed  from  this 
spring,  or  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  corporation  of  the 
town^  when  the  mayor  and  jumtH  vent  in  procession  out  of  the 
town  to  receive  her,  clad  in  acarlet  robes.  Whereupon  the 
queen,  aa  Jeake  saya,  "from  the  noble  euiertalnment  »he  hud, 
accumpanied  with  the  testimonies  of  love  and  loyally,  duty  and 
reverence  she  received  from  the  people,  was  pleased  to  call  it 
"Kye  Royal." 

Tliis  event,  and  the  dnte  of  it  is  recorded  on  two  stones 
placed  at  the  western  head  of  the  spring ;  on  the  upper  one  of 
wliicb  are  inscribed  the  following  figures  and  letterx,  viz.: 


B     ■     R 


M    •    G  A  r  M  F.  R 

M  A  t  o  n 


and  on  the  lower  the  uume  of  the  mayor,  whose  natne  was 
Michael  Gaymcr — E.  R.  in  the  upper  stone  signifying  "  Eliza- 
betba  Rcgina,''  "Elizabeth  the  Queen  ;"  aud  l&Sa  marking  the 
year  of  her  visit  here.  But  though  the  year  is  thus  distinctly 
inscribed  on  this  stone  as  being  154)4,  yet  Jeake  sets  dow  n  the 
date  of  the  queen's  coming  to  Rye  in  Io73.  How  these  dates 
arc  to  he  reconciled  I  know  not,  unless  we  conclude,  which 
seems  to  be  the  case,  that  her  Majesty  came  to  Rye  in  1673,) 
while  the  event  was  not  recorded  until  \S8H. 

Queen  Elizabeth's  Well  is  about  four  hundred  and  eighty  yards 
from  the  foot  of  Conduit  hill,  where  the  Postcm  gate  formerly 
stood.  The  well  was  always  vioihlc  from  the  road  which  passes 
by  it  lili  the  year  1843,  when  a  wall  was  erected  which  excluded 
it  fi-om  the  public  view.     Passing  firom  the  turnpike-road  lead- 
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ini;  to  London,  through  a  narrow  tan«,  benooth  nn  avenue  of 
large  elms,  thja  aprinf^  was  nt  the  western  extremity  of  it,  near 
a  coltajie,  foruifrly  callfd  the  Pest-house,  from  havinjj;  been  used 
for  the  |)urpMic  uf  ])lnrine  xiich  persons  aa  were  inoculiiterl 
thi-nrin,  to  jircvcot  the  (hscasc  from  spreading  in  the  tuun. 
Tlic  Inne  I  h«ve  mentioned  above  vns,  in  ancient  times,  called 
Dvad  Man's  lane,  fjxim  a  tradition  that  near  to  tt  won  fouglit, 
in  an  age  loiif^  gone,  a  great  battle,  in  vrhich  many  were  slaiii, 
and  their  bones  thronm  into  iu  All  wc  can  Miy  upon  this 
suhjert  is,  Ihat  many  bones  were  formerly  found  on  this  »pot, 
and  that  an  adjoining  field  is  called  King'a  Field,  from  the 
kings  who  n'ere  engaged  having  fought  in  this  pinee,  as  report 
tailb. 

The  old  name  of  Dead  Man's  lone  is  0017  superseded  by  the 
more  claBBiciil  one  of  "The  Grove," 

I  have  doraelimes  thought  whether  the  name  of  Dead  Man's 
l&nc  might  have  been  given  to  it  from  culprits  who  were  con- 
demned to  be  haitj^d  having  passed  this  way  to  the  Gallows 
Bank,  tbe  ancient  place  of  execution,  which  immediately  faced 
its  eastern  extremity. 

T/ie  Se/tool  Jloute.  This  building  is  situate  in  the  Longer 
street,  on  the  north  side  facing  the  street  which  leads  from  the 
former  to  the  church.  It  was  erected  at  the  expense  of  Thomas 
Peacock,  gent.,  in  the  year  ll^O,  and  endowed  us  a  school  by 
him  in  IbHK.  As  wc  have  entered  more  fully  into  the  history 
of  this  cdiAcc  and  its  endowment,  under  the  bead  of  Public 
Charities  of  the  Town,  we  thall  confine  our  remarks  here  to  the 
building  itself.  It  is  composed  of  brick,  having  slightly  pro- 
jecting pilasters,  with  an  arched  doorway  leading  into  tbe 
Kchool-room.  There  are  two  rooms,  one  on  the  gruund  floor, 
and  one  above;  the  former  being  twenty-nine  feet  long,  twenty 
ftct  wide,  and  twelve  feet  high;  the  latter,  thirty-seven  feet 
long,  twenty  feel  wide,  and  nine  feet  high.  Tlie  greater  length 
of  the  upper  room  is  occasioned  by  its  running  over  a  passage 
ai  the  ca^t  end,  which  is  taken  frum  the  lower  to  form  a  way 
into  the  yard  and  garden  at  the  back.  The  length  of  the  front 
is,  on  the  outside,  forty  feet ;  the  tulal  height  from  ibc  ground 
to  the  ornamental  arch  rising  in  the  centre  above  the  parapet, 
is  thirty-six  feet ;  the  height  to  each  of  the  side  archer,  thirtv- 
four  feet.  In  each  of  these  arches  is  a  window,  serving  to  light 
a  room  in  the  roof. 

In  front  of  the  school  11  a  sun-dial,  presented  by  Colonel  De 
Lacy  Bvans,  when  he  was  one  of  the  repreM-ntativca  of  the 
tovD,  bearing  this  motto : 

1'bal  >alar  (linJow,  lu  il  mauuMS  lib, 
II  Itfo  tOTMlbla.  kMt. 
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Thin  edifice,  talccn  allogctlicrns  a  specimen  of  brickwork  t 
hundred  yi>ani  ago,  h»«  a  gowi  cHcct,  standing  &&  It  docs  in  the 
most  central  part  of  llic  town. 

jWr'n^  Strtfl.  The  lower  part  of  the  Hifjh  ctreet  towards  tlic 
Slraud  is  still  knowa  by  the  above  name,  which  originated,  we 
may  oondude,  in  the  circumstance  of  the  Mint  havinjj  existed 
here ;  for  thut  the  town  of  live  posneascd  Huch  on  office  is  pretty 
clear  from  a  coin  having  been  atnick  in  the  year  1668,  seTcral 
of  which  art!  now  in  the  hands  of  different  inhabitanU  of  the 
place.  On  one  side  is  a  ship  with  three  masts  under  full  nail, 
around  which  nre  the  wonls  "  For  y*  CorporatioB,"  ami  the 
Other  a  representation  of  the  church,  with  these  words, "  Of 
Rjrc,  16&8/'  It  is  a  small  coin,  of  the  size  of  a  farthing,  made 
of  bra»s  and  some  other  metal  mixed.  One  was  found  a  few 
years  n^o.nt  the  hack  of  ahoiise  nboiit  half  way  dunn  iheMiut, 
on  the  north  side,  near  the  old  banlion,  some  distance  beluw 
the  surface,  among  a  parcel  of  dark  rubbish,  which  scemfd  to 
indicate  the  fact  of  a  fire  having,  nt  some  preee«ling  )»eriod, 
taken  place.  Thia  might  have  been  the  identical  site  of  the 
Mint. 

In  former  times  many  cities  and  towns  had  mlnt«  of  their 
own.  In  the  rci^i  of  King  John,  Chichester  had  three  mints, 
two  belonging  to  the  king,  and  one  to  the  bishop. 

In  the  year  184U  a  medal  of  brass  was  dug  tip  on  sinking  a 
cellar  beneath  a  house,  towards  the  east  end  of  High  street,  on 
the  north  side,  bearing  on  one  aide  the  figure  of  a  man,  with  a 
wnad  In  his  left  hand,  entwined  at  the  top  with  two  serpents, 
and  a  sword  in  hiti  right,  which  is  extended  over  a  fire,  burning 
on  on  altar  or  brazier;  around  these  are  the  words,  "Snbdu- 
cendis  KaliuuibuB,"  and  at  the  bottom  the  date  of  1;>74.  On 
the  oppoiute  side  ia  a  shield,  surniounted  by  a  crown,  and 
bearing  upon  it  tlirec  ficur-dc-lisj  with  this  motto,  ''  Nil  nisi 
consilio."  On  what  occasion  this  medal  was  struck  I  am 
noranu 

'/Tie  Old  Ware/iQiue.  On  the  norih-east  side  of  the  town, 
without  the  walls,  close  by  the  manh  commonly  called  the 
Town  Salts,  stands  this  building.  On  a  piece  of  timber,  let. 
into  the  wall,  in  the  north-eaat  front,  is  cu^  in  rude  letters,  tr 
following  iascriptJoD,  viz.: 

BVILT  ■  BY  THOMAS  AND  REBECKA1 
TVTT  ■  ANNO  DOMINI  IBT*. 

In  the  view  of  Rye^  tekcn  in  the  sixteenth  ccnturv,  and  ntli: 
to  in  a  former  place,  &  building  is  shown,  so  nearly  resembling 
this  in  form  and  position^  that  hud  not  this  inscription  stated  it 
was  built  in  167-1,  any  one  almost  must  have  concluded  it  faa<Lj 
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been  erected  in  the  previous  century.    Aa  it  U,  tt  may  have  been 
rebuilt  on  the  model  of  «  former  one. 

Jeake's  Storehouse.  On  the  lioiilh  side  of  tbe  Mermaid  street 
may  Ktill  be  seen  the  mutilated  remains  of  this  edifice,  erected 
by  Samuel  Jeakc  tixc  younger,  of  which  the  beat  idea  may  be 
givcD  by  the  insertion  of  the  accoropanyinjf  drawing,  which  re- 
prcsenta  a  stone  let  into  the  from  of  the  building,  and  which  is 
to  your  left  hnnd,  ahnat  ten  ffct  from  the  ground,  as  you  look 
at  the  face  of  it.  Uu  the  right  hand  ulso  is  a  stone,  of  corre- 
sponding siic,  but  without  any  inscription.  The  front,  which 
i»  a  gu.l)tc  one,  is  towards  the  street,  uud  at  the  u|)pcr  part,  im- 
mediately in  thn  gable  itself,  are  three  ligures  nf  Hcrpeots,  each 
n-ith  iti*  tail  in  tVa  mouth,  embK-mnticul  of  etcnuty,  having 
neither  banning  nor  end. 


Copi  o(  ftoroftopc,  &'(.,  on  a  tiiifnitng  totnins  l^r  Snptiat 
flfcttinfl,  in  tl)l  iHirmatll  dtrtil,  in  l^c  aiuimt  Coton 
o(  filfc,  in  tV  foiint^  of  Avtiitx.  (.ikm  tl)(  Sttt  ttjip  •( 
^.inuar]!,  1839.  bg  Wn.  *tont  dcorb*,  ».  Ifl. 
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This  drawing  shows  the  original  gable,  with  its  emblems  of 
eternity,  which  were  eternally  destroyed  about  three  or  four 
yesra  ago,  whilv  the  horoscope  nas  only  spared  by  the  (lotbs 
and  Vandals,  because  it  did  not  iDterfere  witli  their  so-called 
improveroents. 

7%e  OU  Hospital.  The  building  thus  called  -vita  the  dwell- 
ing-house  of  Samuel  Jeake  the  younger,  who,  in  his  <  Diaiy,' 
tclU  us  he  received  it  OS  his  wife's  dower,  ou  the  day  of  his  nur- 
riHge.  It  obtained  itii  preaent  name  from  being  used  as  a 
hospital  during  the  lute  war,  when  KTviit  numbers  of  soldiers 
were  quartered  in  thin  town  and  neighbourhood.  On  a  sort 
of  water-tank,  in  the  interior  part  of  the  house,  is  ibe  following 
inscription,  viz.: 

IBM 

SB 

/ 

efidently  Eignifying  Samuel  and  Elisabeth  Jc&ke>  he  having 
tntrrted  Elizabeth  Hartshorn.  This  is  not  the  date  of  the  foun- 
dation of  the  bouse,  as  may  be  seen  iu  the  memoirs  of  the  Jeabe 
family,  but  only  of  this  part  to  which  the  inscription  is  affixed. 
Old  Houst  ill  Mermaid  Strrcl,  Immediately  oppitailc  iJie 
old  HoKpitid  stands  a  dilapidated  house  of  picturesque  untiquitv. 
The  entninrc  to  it  is  up  a  flight  of  rude  steps,  at  the  aide  of  wliichj 
facing  the  street,  are  inscribed  these  figurei  and  initials,  viz. : 


Whose  initials  these  are  we  are  unable  to  say;  the  property 
now  belongs  to  the  Frcwen  family.    This  date  cannot  mark  the 
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foundation  of  the  house,  as  its  exterior  plainly  indicates  a  much 
earlier  ori^ii. 

Oid  Home  in  East  Sired.  On  the  west  aide  of  thi^  street. 
not  quitu  half  wnj  bntween  the  Longer  street  unci  the  Market 
Htrcct,  stands  this  hounc,  haring  inacribed  on  its  front  the  ful- 
lowing  date  and  initialti : 


It  was  then  the  property  of  a  family  by  the  name  of  Moore, 
who  are  supposed  to  have  repaired  the  front,  the  house  itself 
being  of  a  much  older  date.  Ic  now  belongs  U>  a  family  of  the 
name  of  Turner, 

Ofd  Jf'iutr  in  fht  Mint,  On  the  west  side  of  this  street,  at 
the  lower  end,  near  to  the  site  of  the  old  Stranil-gatL-,  being  the 
last  on  this  sitle,  sUikU  this  building,  with  lis  hiimlituiue  Flemish 
gable  cuds,  facing  the  road,  and  bearing  a  stone  near  the  east 
aider  ^i^  ti^  inscription  ; 


7%^  Court  HaJf.  Tlie  last  edifice  I  shall  mention,  as  having 
■ny  prvtCQsion  to  onliquitv,  is  this.  It  vaa  built  about  the 
year  17J3,  on  the  site  of  a  former  one.  It  is  n  handsome  build- 
ing, staiidiiif^  ou  the  south  side  of  the  Market  stret;!,  between 
Pump  street  on  the  east  and  Lion  street  on  the  west.  It  faces 
the  north  ;  th«  first  floor  being  suppnrU-tl  by  five  musslve  atone 
archea,  the  openinjrs  in  nhirh  are  Kectired  by  iron  spiked  rail- 
"  nga.     The  ground  floor  is  54  feet  long  by  21  feet  wide,  with  a 

■•tone  pavement.  It  is  used  as  a  market  for  meat,  butter,  &c., 
and  wna  formerly  very  well  attended,  but  is  now  of  little  use. 
From  thi3  floor  a  flight  of  8tc[)s  leads  to  the  one  above,  where 
we  fint  come  to  a  small  anteroom,   12  feet  by  IH  feet,  which 

rOommiinicatcB  with  the  chief  hull,  n  handsome  room,  38  feet  la 

'length  and  18  feet  in  width.  In  this  hall  is  conducted  nit  the 
public  business  of  the  town.  Here  the  mayor  and  aldermen 
preside  at  their  petty  acssioua,  and  the  recorder  nt  quarU-r  st**- 
etons  and  assizes.     Here  the  nomination  of  candidates  to  ropre- 

uMnC  the  town  in  parliament  takes  place.  Here  the  town 
:il  hold  all  cbeir  meetings,  and  here  ihey  elect  their  mayor. 
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All  public  meetings  ronvcncd  b^  the  latter  officer  are  also  held 

in  this  hall. 

Abovf  ilic  first  floor  is  u  avcond,  in  which  ihc  records  of  the 
town  are  kept,  the  prcfcr^ntion  of  which  redounds  sn  much  to 
the  (rrcdtl  of  all  the  parties  vho,  «t  diflerciit  times,  bavc  had  the 
management  of  tlie  municipal  affairs  of  the  town.  In  this  part 
th«  grand  jury  nsscmblc  to  find  or  ignore  the  biiU  which  are 
brought  belore  thrm  at  the  nssizes  or  quarter  sessions ;  and  here 
also  Ihv  jMitly  jurors  retire  to  conwder  their  verdict  when  un- 
able to  iignx  in  their  box  below. 

Returning  to  the  street,  we  6nd  a  handsome  front,  with  five 
arebcs,  as  before  mentioned,  over  which  are  five  wiudows,  vriib 
stonework  round  the  outsides,  while  the  other  parU  of  the 
building  are  of  red  bricic-  In  the  centre  of  (he  front,  over  ibc 
middle  window,  i»  a  fipad  cout  uf  theariim  of  the  ton-n,  cut  in 
stone ;  white  the  top  of  the  roof  i»  iiurniiiuntcd  with  h  »on  of 
cupola,  under  which  is  hung  a  bell,  which  was  formerly  sounded 
when  an  asM-uildv  of  llic  ci»rp(»nitioti  wnst  to  lie  held,  or  when  a 
fire,  or  any  otiicr  case  of  great  emergency,  required  a  speedy 
gathering  of  the  people  at  large. 

Hnvinf*  now  completed  our  list  of  antiquities,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  church,  which  is  given  in  another  chapter, 
we  shall  closo  tliiK  part  of  our  subject  with  some  few  general 
remarks  on  the  butlatuf^  of  the  town. 

A  very  cursory  view  nil!  sufhcc  to  convince  any  one  ihut  the 
older  class  of  houses  wna  hiiilt  on  a  much  larger  scale  than  those 
of  the  present  day,  and  for  which  two  very  satiafactoni'  nriusons 
may  be  assigEied,  viz.  the  che/ipneaa  of  the  matertala  with  « Inch 
thcY  were  built,  and  the  clicupucM  of  the  land  on  which  they 
are  built. 

Seated  on  the  borders  of  tlie  great  forest  of  Anderida,  which 
in  fonner  times  abounded  in  trees  of  chesnut  and  of  oak,  of 
which  our  oldest  houses  are  built,  the  iuhnbitanU)  could  pur- 
chase their  limber  nl  a  verj*  low  rate,  and  that  such  wns  the  case 
mny  he  gathered  from  the  prrnt  quantity  used  in  their  dwclUnga, 
in  which  at  the  present  day  mny  be  seen  immense  pieces  of  lim- 
ber, far  exceeding  in  dimensions  any  now  used  for  the  uime 
puqioae,  and  which  appear  to  have  been  laid  down  in  the  rudest 
state  imnginable,  no  plane  nor  saw  having  been  employed  to 
smooth  thi:m,  but  merely  an  axe  to  roug^h  hew  them. 

Many  of  the  oldest  huuftes  niiiat  have  been  erected  nearly  400 
years  ago,  shortly  after  the  laat  fire,  in  N4!*,when  we  arc  pretty 
sure  timber  must  siill  have  been  very  abundant,  and  come- 
quently  chciip  in  proportion;  becaiii<e  about  a  hundred  years 
after  this  time,  in  the  reign  of  Kdward  \'I,  Arthur  Young  tella 
us  in  his  work  on  the  '  j^riculturc  of  Sussex,'  that  "  the  boys 


that  vere  laden  with  timber  went  out  of  Rye  harbour  (o  the 
number  of  37  one  tidi;  ^'  nliile  in  the  memory  of  some  of  the 
oldest  iuhubituiiCs,  the  lands  on  cither  side  of  the  turnpike-road 
between  the  tollgale  now  nliinding  nt  the  junction  of  the  iwvcrni 
roads  leading  to  London,  Iden,  and  Roamev  Marsh,  and  the 
village  of  PeaBniArih,  were  covered  with  wood. 

That  liwd  in  Kyc  vraa  cheap  four  hundred  ycora  ago  may  be 
concluded  from  the  price  which  Jeakc  informs  us  he  paid  for 
tiic  ulot  ou  '^Tbich  he  erected  liia  atorehouse  in  IGSV,  This 
buililing  ii  '24  feet  in  frout  and  37  feel  ia  depth,  and  he  gave 
only  'Si,  lOj.  Cor  the  ground. 

When  the  tovrn  vras  fortified,  in  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth 
century,  and  for  many  years  after,  we  think  it  probable  that  the 
Mermaid  and  Middle  streets  contained  the  residences  of  the 
principal  inhabitants  of  the  town  j  for  thou};h  the  steepness  of 
the  Strand  hill  and  the  ruggcdncss  of  the  pavement  iu  the 
former  would  miliuitc  afrainst  such  a  concluaion  in  the  present 
day,  yet  these  objections  would  not  exist  al  a  period  when  car- 
rif^^ca  were  but  little  used,  nnd  when  all  journeys  were  performedj 
even  by  ladies,  on  horseback. 

When  Jeake  marrie^l  Elizabeth  Hartshorn,  on  March  Ist, 
1681,  he  received,  as  his  wife's  marria;;c  portion,  the  house  in 
McrmnJd  street,  now  known  by  the  nnmc  of  the  Old  Ho<tpital, 
which  he  describes  as  being  one  of  the  best  in  the  town.  Imme- 
diately opposite  to  (hit)  stauds  that  very  old  bouse  bearing  the 
date  of  1706.  Higher  up,  on  the  north  side,  stood  the  Mermaid 
Inn,  for  many  yeora  the  principal  one  of  the  town.  It  covers  a 
lBrg:c  surface,  and  the  Kroiiiid  at  the  back,  still  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Mermaid  yard,  runs  out  lo  the  Longer  street^ 
where  some  old  pt^ople  still  n-mcmber  to  have  seen  tlie  sign- 
post. It  only  ceased  to  be  an  inn  about  eighty  years  aso.  The 
interior  still  bears  mnrkrtuf  its  antiquity,  in  some  rudely-carved 
waioflcotin^:,  nhich  ta  carefully  preserved  by  its  present  pro- 
prietor,  Mr.  Charles  Poile.  In  the  centre  of  this  house  was  an 
open  quadrangle,  unprotected  from  the  weather  above,  and 
ncross  which  it  was  necpstftry  to  pass  from  one  part  to  the  other. 
A-Imost  opposite  the  old  Mermaid  stood  another  uiicicnt  houHC, 
pulled  down  about  fifty  years  since,  to  build  the  wall  wbtcb  now 
separates  the  garden  belonging  to  the  late  Thomas  Procter,  Em|., 
many  years  to«n  clerk  of  Rye,  from  the  street.  At  the  south- 
east corner  of  the  Mcruaid  street,  where  it  joiuH  Middle  street, 
was  slandiiif?.  till  within  these  very  few  years,  a  vcrj-  large  old 
hoase,  having,  at  the  back,  a  great  room,  omnnicntcd  with  old 
carved  uuk  waiuscot,  aud  a  rich  cabinet  of  the  same  material. 
This  was  the  room  alluded  to  in  Jeakc's  Memoirs,  as  having 
been  used  for  the  perfurmauce  of  divine  service  by  the  Noncon- 
foraiisu  of  bis  time. 
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Loir«r  dovn  Middle  street,  on  the  west  side,  stands  an  oM 
house,  the  property  of  Mr.  Charles  Thomas,  the  Croat  of  which 
is  oriium<.'iittd  with  stripes  of  wood,  separated  by  pl&st4?r  ;  while 
quite  nt  the  bottom,  on  the  Bamc  side,  where  it  joins  the;  hongfr 
street,  oow  called  High  street,  are  the  mutilated  remains  of  a 
very  old  manaion,  originally  extending  i)U  feet  in  front,  having 
a  gnhic  at  each  end.  ThuH  the  centre  of  the  front  n-iis  56  feet, 
and  wan  Htraight,  white  each  gable,  which  may  be  considered  u 
n  sort  of  wing  to  the  centre,  wa«  17  (eel  in  length.  There  is 
still  an  old  doorway,  over  which  arc  carved  two  rosea. 

CroMiiig  over  to  the  opposite  side  of  this  street,  at  the  upper 
end,  where  it  turns  towarna  the  churchyard,  once  stood  another 
large  mansion,  formerly  the  property  ond  the  residence  of  the 
G  rcbbcU  family,  who  were  for  many  years  the  leading;  people  of 
the  town,  Hnd  which,  by  the  marriajjc  of  Jnmca  Lamb,  Ksq.,  to 
MiM  Grcbbcll.  at  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  century,  eame 
into  the  po«ses!>ion  of  the  latter.  About  lifiy  years  ago  it  was 
pulled  down  by  Thomas  Lamb,  Esq.,  who  built  the  present  housea 
on  Che  same  spot,  and  which  are  still  the  proi>erty  of  this  fatoily. 

Passing  into  the  Longer  street,  we  may  obserA'c  that  the 
house  belonging  to  the  author  of  tbiii  work  was  once  a  very 
laige  one,  if,  as  there  are  re-isons  to  believe,  that  ndjoinin;;  it  on 
the  west  once  formed  part  of  it.  It  would  then  present  a  front- 
age to  the  street,  facing  the  south,  of  (k>  feet.  Within  are 
several  large  and  mossy  ehimncy-picccs  of  Caen  stone,  bearing 
the  heraldic  or  embleinntic  figures  of  a  rose,  a  fleor-de-Hs,  a 
portcullis,  and  a  sort  of  sack  or  bag.  These  figures  seem  to 
o-fipcak  some  considerable  antiquity.  The  fleur-de-lis  was  first 
quartered  in  the  arms  of  England  by  Edward  111,  after  his  con- 
quests in  France.  The  rose  was  introduced  by  the  Tudors* 
who  reigned  fipom  I4H5,  the  time  of  the  acoesmon  of  Ilenrj 
VII,  to  i(K)3,  the  period  of  the  death  of  Queen  Blizabcth.  The 
rose  with  two  cross  stripes,  one  of  red  and  the  other  of  white, 
marked  the  union  of  the  white  and  red  roftes,  and  the  conitequent 
CCHation  of  the  wars  wliichhsdso  long  ruvaKcd  England,  under 
those  rival  emblems,  by  the  marriagi'!  of  Ilenrj'  of  L:nicnnCrr 
With  Elizabeth  of  York.  Hence  this  house  may  prohahty  be 
nearly  three  hundred  Tears  old.  In  this  house  was  a  amall 
ccntml  open  quadrangle,  eimilar  to  that  mentioned  in  the  old 
Mermaid  Inn. 

Pursuing  our  course,  wc  find  a  very  old  house  on  the  west 
side  of  Lion  street,  worn  out  and  tottering  to  its  fall.  This 
house,  with  its  handsome  gnbles  fronting  the  street,  must  once 
have  been  a  very  light  and  elegant  cdilice;  and  here  it  may  be 
observed,  once  for  dII^  that  the  gable-front  seems  to  have  been 
the  prevalent  fashion  in  ancient  times,  and  far  handsomer  it 
waa  than  the  present  one.     Wc  remember  to  have  seen  two  old 
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houses  in  the  centre  of  the  linger  ntreet,  oa  the  north  side 
with  fine  old  eablc-vads,  ornamented  with  carted  nootUvork. 

Then;  remains  but  one  more  building,  which  we  shall  notice 
for  its  size  aiid  aotiquity.  It  stands  at  the  north-west  corner 
of  Pump  street,  where  it  joins  the  Market  street.  It  is  now 
turned  into  manjr  small  dweUings,  but  is  still  known  to  the  older 
inhabitants  by  the  name  of  the  Old  Flushing,  having  once  b«cn 
an  inn  bcariDg  this  name,  at  the  time  when  the  free  traders  of 
Kye  carried  on  an  extensive  aiidprutitublc  cumuien-e  with  the 
merchants  of  that  Duteh  town,  so  celebrated  for  Hollands  pn. 
The  Old  Flushing  and  fi-ce  trade  svem  to  have  decayed  together ; 
nor  ia  there  any  probability  of  the  revival  of  the  former  until 
the  principle*  of  the  Utter  are  universally  adopted  by  the  nations 
of  the  earth. 

Bull  Mars/i.  Before  the  invention  of  Bre-arms  the  Englt»h 
were  celebrated  for  their  archery,  and  the  use  of  the  bow  was 

eatly  cncounigrd ;  for  »o  early  ns  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth 

ntury  a  law  was  instituted,  with  rcsiKct  to  the  practice  of 
irchcry,  which  freed  from  the  charcc   of  murder  any  one  who, 
in  practising  with  arrows  or  dai^>  should  killa  person  stAoding 
near. 

Edward  III,  finding  it  necessary  to  enjoin  tlie  practice  of 
the  bow,  issued  two  mandates,  during  his  reign,  for  this  pur- 
pose. 

In  the  reign  of  Richard  II  an  act  was  made  to  compel  all 
servants  to  snoot  on  Sundays  nnd  holiday^. 

In  the  lime  of  Rdwanl  IV  an  set  pi&iied,  ordaining  that  every 
Englishman  should  have  a  how  of  liis  own  height  5  and  butts 
were  ordered  tube  put  up  inevery  township,  for  the  inhabitants 
to  nhoot  at  on  feast  dayn,  and,  if  any  neglected,  the  penalty  of 
one  haitjicnny  was  incurred. 

In  33  Henry  VIII  another  act  was  passed,  compelling  every 
city*  town,  and  place  to  erect  butts,  so  that  the  inhabitants 
might  practise  shootingoaholidaya,and  c\-cry  other  convenient 
season. 

'Dieiic  bntts  were  hanks  of  earth  covered  with  turf,  at  which 
the  archers  shot  their  arrows ;  and  some  were  erected  at  Rye 
by  virtue  of  the  above-quoted  statutes,  and,  very  probably,  as 
early  as  the  reign  of  Kdward  IV ;  for  the  Cinque  Ports  were 
then  in  the  height  of  their  power,  while  bows  and  arrows  were 
their  principal  n'eapons  both  on  land  and  sea.  And  the  Butt 
Marsh  having  been  inclosed  many  years  anterior  to  this  period, 
was  selected  to  erect  the  butts  in,  and  from  hence  took  its  name, 
which  it  retsias  to  this  day. 
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CHAPTER  V. 


M I  SCBIiL  A  N  EOU«. 


Is  a  former  chapter  wc  tiave  quoted  from  otliers  Stones  ae-i 
count  of  tbe  uiclcing  and  burning  of  Rye,  hi  the  fourteenth  sndJ 
fifteenth  centuries ;  but  ia  the  only  edition  I  have  seen,  which 
is  (lut  of  1.!>9S,  this  is  all  I  c*n  find  on  lliis  hciul  : 

"A.D.  1377.    The  French  arrived  at  Rye,  ftpoUed  the  town, 
nad  burnt  it." 

Henry  VII  \iaitcd  Rjc  in  1487. 

in  StoVs '  Chronicle'  ia  the  following: 

"  1563,  The  ninth  of  June,  arrived  at  Ncwhavca  three  caj>> 
tains  widi  their  bands  of  an  hundred  ihe  piece,  heinf*  of  tne 
fturison  of  Burwickc.  Also  the  same  day  landed  there  FaIw  ard 
Raiitlcll,  appointed  to  be  knij^ht  marshal].  For  you  must  under* 
stand  that  Sir  Adrian  Foinings,  being  knight  marshall,  upoo 
hit  return  into  England,  went  not  back  again,  aud  then  wij| 
Sir  Thomas  Finch,  of  Kent,  appointed  to  go  over  to  supply  the 
roomih  of  knigtit  manthall,  i.Tho,  making  ois  provision  ready, 
sent  over  his  brother,  Erasmus  Finch,  to  have  chai^  of  his 
band,  and  hia  kiuBmaa*  Thomas  Finch,  to  be  provost  marshallf 
whiUt  he  n'ns  staying  till  he  had  everytliing  in  readiness  to 
cross  over  himself,  nt  length  cmbarqucd  in  one  of  the  queen's 
Bhips,  called  the  Greyhound ;  havii^  then  aboard  with  him, 
besides  three  score  and  live  of  his  own  retinue,  four-and- forty 
other  gentlemco,  two  of  them  being  brethren  to  the  Lord  Went- 
worth,  to  wit,  James  Wentworth  and  John  Wentworth,  with 
diverse  others;  who,  in  the  whole  (accompling  the  mariners), 
amounted  to  the  number  of  two  hundred  persons  and  upward  ; 
and,  08  they  were  on  the  further  coast  toward  Newhaveit,  they 
were,  by  contrary  wind  and  foul  M-eather,  driven  back  again 
toward  the  coast  of  England,  and,  plying  toward  Ryr,  they 
forced  the  captain  of  the  ship,  a  very  eood  seaman,  named 
William  Maline,  and  also  the  maaUT  and  mnriners,  to  thrust 
into  the  haven  before  the  tydc;  and  so  they  all  perished,  seven  of 
the  meaner  sort  only  excepted,  whereof  three  dyed  shortly  after 
'"^cy  came  on  land." 
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In  nne  of  tbe  corporation  books,  of  the  date  of  Ifi74,  I  found 
the  following  verses : 


W|m  mrnt  dMlm  tbo  <&aim 

Tlirii  offlrc  lu  «nppl}', 
!■  m<Mt  iirlaiMt  tbe  him  to  tun ; 

I  inmn  a(  malnil^. 

Iff.  John  Uonnjmg. 

John  Dounyng  was  mayor  in  this  year. 

AtlHa  rmitDiirm, 
A)  wilb  pdln  be  friro*  In  pain 

iliiil  nuu^bt  tluUi  gut  Ibrrcbj- ; 
3u  Ib/inkx  nic  inin>I  tn  him  UioC  ebitlt 
Sem  s  connDonnll)'. 

William  Apiilab)^. 

Jeake  tells  us  that  in  July  162G  the  Cinque  Porta  fitted  out 
two  ships  for  llirce  months. 

On  Miiy -1th,  l(J36,  the  records  say,  "  Boatswain  ArkiualaJl 
anilJohn  Uirlbby  were  here,  and  prcswd  men  for  the  ships." 
It  does  not  say,  though  we  may  conctiute  such  was  the  ineaii- 
ing^tbat  ifie  ships  implied  those  fitted  out  by  the  Port ;  and,  if 
to,  timt  they  could  not  be  mainictl  by  volunteers.  However  thiit 
may  be,  it  is  a  fact  that,  when  in  the  late  war  a  press-gang  came 
once  to  liyi",  Ut  Uikr  iin,-ii  for  ilu;  iinvv,  the  mayor  interfered  and 
remonstrated  with  Government,  wlicn  they  were  no  longer 
allowed  to  come  here. 

M11.DMAY.  "When  the  Restoration  was  at  hand, he  made 
an  attempt,  after  securing  some  money  and  jewels,  to  escape 
out  of  the  country;  but  he  was  apprehended  at  Kye  by  aparty 
of  horse,  under  the  command  of  the  tliurl  of  VVinehelgca,  who 
received  the  thanks  of  the  House  of  Commons  for  such  bd  ac< 
ccmable  act  of  pubUc  service,  May  i9lh,  ICtiO."   (Clarendon.) 

This  Mitdmay  was  one  of  those  who  sat  on  the  trial  of 
Charles  I. 

1  have  said  nothing  in  this  work  on  the  subject  of  tbe  bar* 
hour,  as  that  has  bet-11  lately  so  ably  touched  upon  by  another 
nTitvr;  and  what  I  have  to  say  on  the  customa  and  shipping  of 
the  port  will  be  contained  m  a  narrow  eomjioas,  and  which  may 
be  hlly  introduced  by  some  extracts  from  Jeake's  *  Diary,*  whicn 
will  throw  coniudcrahle  light  on  the  state  of  commerce  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  ncvcnteenth  century. 

Samuel  Jcakc,  the  author  of  the  '  Diary/  vras  a  gcoeral  mer- 
chant in  the  town  of  Ilye,  In  Octnl«?r  and  Noveralwr,  1676, 
he  boutrht  several  barrvU  of  herrings,  and  whipped  tbcm  for 
Morlaix,  in  the  province  of  Dretaene,  in  France. 

At  this  time  a  coDsidersblc  trade  was  aiTricd  on  with  France, 
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ptiticalsrty  ui  the  importation  of  locknnu  (a  aort  of  co«ne 
linen),  paper,  wine,  and  brand;;  but  this  lucrative  commerce 
wna  8lo[»pciI  by  an  act  pnsucd  early  in  Marcii,  IG77,  which  pro-  i 
hibited  the  importation  of  French  Roods  for  three  years;  wbcrtfajr  ^ 
Je^ce  aaya  he  lost  his  trade  n-ith  France. 

Jeake  dealt  in  hops  and  wool.  He  bought  the  first  parod  of 
th«  former,  on  Oct.  4th,  I68e»  U  8&i.  per  fwt.  \ 

Sept.  24th,  1&S7,  hops  rose  yery  fast,  he  aaya,  and  he  was  ■ 
uoable  to  buy  any,  as  they  were  then  as  high  as  w.  lOx.  per  c«t., 
and  in  a  few  days  roae  to  10/. 

Hops  in  those  days,  us  well  as  in  these,  were  Hucttiating  in 
value;  for  on  Sept.  17th,  1690,  Jcakc  purchased  some  as  low 
OS  4d».  and  &Uj.  ]>cr  cvrt.,  and  even  then  they  uAerwards  fell  in 
price,  and  did  not  revive  again.  In  1691  they  were  as  low  as 
30f.  percwt. 

On  July  17th,  1604,  there  fell  a  gn^t  rain,  which  it  was 
thought  might  bring  liopB  iwmvwhat  forward.     They  w<rre  at  , 
thia  timi!  selling  in  I»ndon  at  130j.  |)er  cm  t.,  hut  afterwords  they  ' 
declined  ;  and  though  (he  rains  proved  to  no  puqMJKe,  iind  there 
never  were  leas  new  hops  known,  yet  they  sunk  to  under  120f. 
per  cwt.,  and  continued  dull  of  sale. 

The  finit  memorandum  as  to  wool  is  dated  Nor.  6th,  1686,  ' 
when  he  sold  sixty  packs  at  "JL  lOs.  per  pack,  and  on  the  StitJ 
boiij^hl  a  lot  at  71-  per  paek. 

On  July  ISth,  loH",  news  arrived  of  the  proclamation  con- 
cerning wool,  whence  it  was  concluded  that  ibe  price  would  fallt'i 
which  occasioned  KTcat  concern  to  Jeake,  who  had  bought  a' 
great  quantity  at  a  Iiif^h  price. 

What  was  the  nature  of  thin  proclamBtion  wc  an*  not  in- 
formed. The  fimt  Act  of  Parliamrnt  absolutely  proliihitiiif;  the 
cxportnLiiJii  of  wool  was  pasHrd  in  I(>61.  Prnhably  this  act  had 
been  Bomcwhal  moditied,  by  nllowing  cxpyrtntion  by  royal 
Uccncc,  which  this  act  had  forbidden,  and  which  was  by  thia 
proclamation  re-enforccd.  But  however  this  might  he,  it  had 
not  the  anticipated  effect,  for  wool,  in  October,  became  worth 
S/.  per  pack,  while  in  November  it  roec  to  k/.  lOi.  per  pack, 
when  Jcakc  sold  all  his  fortunately  at  thi»  last  price,  for  in  the 
spring  follon-ing  it  fell  as  low  an  (i{.  per  imck. 

On  Niiv.  Uthj  KiV],  Jeake  sold  wodI  mi  London  from  lit.  to 
12/.  per  i^ack,  and  on  the  28th  of  the  same  month  bought  at 
6/.  W».  per  pack. 

The  last  entry  in  ItiUS  gives  the  price  at  which  he  bought 
wool  to  have  been  HI.  per  pack,  it  having  been  in  1692  fiSm 
ItiOt.  to  \40a.  per  pack. 

Ill  IfiKK  he  imported  canvas  and  lockrams  from  France;  and 
to  Jiui.  2Ut  purchaaed  350  quarters  malt,  which  was  brought. 
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oy  A  vessel  iulo  Ryv,  at  ]'2a.  6d.  per  quarter.  Jtpua  fumituro 
was  also  among  the  import*  from  France. 

Id  \<>W  war  ^vas  declared  agaiast  France,  thereby  Jcakelost 
all  his  trade  with  tlinl  country. 

On  July  "til,  lfj90,  Jcakewas  ofTercd  4000  deals;  but  fearing 
the  French  might  attack  the  town,  he  mi&sed  ihcm.  He  ob- 
sen'es  thn  were  bought  too  dear,  and  were  not  all  resold 
until  nearly  four  years  after— a  proof  they  were  uoi:  ia  much 
demand. 

Oct.  (ith,  1692.  Our  author  tells  us  lie  bought  150  quarters 
vbeat  of  one  Captnin  John  Edwards,  who  commanded  a  \tn- 
Taleer,  and  had  taken  this  in  a  prize  called  the  "  Pruiihct 
Samuel,"  lying  in  Rye  harbour,  at  36s.  per  quarter,  and  'whtch 
be  afterwards  sold  ut-4Uj.  and  48*.  per  quarter. 

Having  spoken  of  wool,  we  may  remark  here  that  Arthur 
Young  iutorms  ua  that,  according  to  the  Custom-house  returns, 
vrben  all  wool  had  to  be  entered  there,  the  number  of  fleeces 
and  weight  were  as  under : 


int.    SbccpV  n««<e«i  d3,lT«i  aTvtuitv  voiKbi,  4  lb.  >  oa. 
Iftt.  dn.  m,063  du.  4      « 

1144.    AnangD  weight  o(  cnfti  flnor.r  &      N 


Certain  custom  duties  were  payable  to  the  king  from  a  very 
early  period,  and  an  officer  was  npnoinled  to  collect  them,  who 
WM  called  the  water  bailiff,  king^s  bailiff,  and  sometimes  the 
customniT- 

The  measurement  by  which  the  tonnage  of  ships  was  regu- 
lated waa  altered  in  1836,  whereby  the  tonnage  was  reduced 
about  one  fourth. 

£        4.     J. 

I'll*  nnniul  avctnite  l^  harbour  Jqm  pnld  to  lb«  Con-  _ 

rnuoiuiK^n  •>(  Ilii>  llarbuar,  for  ten  jrar*  jiivrloiu 
!•  Ui«  abnn^nltcinUaiiiru,  riuUng  Id  |Haj  003    II      S 

Do,  IM  fc«n  >in»  ....      igea  H  10 


The  ouinbcr  o!  tvnrit  bpIangLng  l«  th*  |>ocl  la  1SS5  mm 
Th«  llMIIMIf  «[  li".  .... 

'f1iefiumlcTo(*la.in  ISIS  ... 

Tbo  lOBnagt  of  Jo.        • 

TbblaniiierjHoranliiiglvtbeoUiBtwurtaivnl,  would  be 
SbowtiiR  u  IncRue  iltiDr  IHU  uf  one  ihlnl- 
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Rye  had  a  charter  for  a  fair  granted  to  it  by  Edward  I,  a.d. 
1290,  but  oil  what  day  1  have  not  discovered,  nor  does  it  much 
Mgnify,  for,  in  1305,  it  was  chnngcd  to  St.  Barlholomew'a  Day, 
August  24lh ;  and  on  this  day  ic  was  held  in  loiiH^  as  recvried 
by  Stow,  in  his  '  ChroniclcB,'  published  in  this  year.  This 
author,  in  his  '  List  of  Fairs,'  says,  '<  On  Saint  Butihotomcw 
Day,  at  Beggar's  Bush,  besides  Rje,"  and  also  "at  Rye." 

St.  Barlholoraew'a  aeems  a  very  appropriate  day,  wnco  the 
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■uycT  WM  efaiMcn  tbcxtf  mU  the  hos|Ktal  mm  AJented  fes  tfaid 
uioL  ficnu'i  Bush  wm  a  BpoA  jtwt  •bore  die  liiM(aaH 
yWio«^  tS^nti^tig  tlicveto,  wul  prohaMy,  «h«&  u>  oBd,  M 
|)ieeeofniach  wane  teai  ll  ia  mfaer  aii|;iil^  bol  St.  ^atfl 
tfcdlaaMw'B  Rospitat  is  dmribed  in  the  CiroBwl  w  bang 
"hMidoRTc,''uKla(»Ml>oi>Begg*x'*  Boh  Fw.'mt^Hjvi^m 
■oppoK,  Uutit  WM  fitiMlediicar  tn^bat  oMtnchetoTn,«hxM 
WW  the  cue.  Tfaii  birwaa  wot  only' bdd  without  the  tow^ 
bat  wtlbodt  the  bounduim  of  the  corporuioa.  It  b  m31  bdd 
o«  the  ■ame  •pot,  wt  the  top  of  Rjrc  HiU,  «a  Ibe  w«tt  Mdr  a« 
the  mad  in  ihii  piiiah,  and  wa«,  ia  the  memarj  of  maajr  mwI 
IhinK  caEed  "  Beggar's  Bu^b,"  or  "  B^f-ar**  Hilt  Fair,"  M 
the  ftm  TacMbjr  after  New  tComaey  Fair:  which  latter  nltal 
iriaee  on  Angost  21st.  Rye  Fiir  U  ovir  a  «inaU  pedtar^i  tutM 
SoBW  yeara  s|p  the  lonl  of  ibe  annor  of  Brede  oaed  lo  aend 
hbatewanl  Ui  ctaima»oisU»ua^bTwa}'ofarkaowlednient6Dial 
each  |K-non  haviDg  a  ttaU  there  ;  bat  oo  ooe  aetwvon  he  waH 
driven  out  of  tfac  fair,  and  ocrer  ■fierwanb  Budefaia  a|HM  ir  ■ 
aaoa^  We  bare  mrntioneil  tKat  the  nuuior  of  Brede  focmertn 
belonged  to  the  Abbot  of  Fiscamp  :  Rre  bdongcd  lo  him,  anal 
St.  BtinholMnew'k  Hoanital  wu  under  bU  patMNi^e^  The  fiur 
was  betd  oa  St.  Bartholomew's  Dav,  and  cloK  bj  the  boapitaly 
W«  may  reaaonably  coodade  the  fees  claimed  for  the  atalM 
BORt  bare  had  aome  dose  coaoexloii  with  these  otbcr  orctttn- 
atances. 

It  was  customarj-  in  foirocr  times  to  bait  a  ball  at  this  fcir; 
but  this  inhuuuui  sport  is  aow  happily  at  an  cod,  the  Uu  baitiog 
having  taken  place  about  forty  years  ago,  though  the  ring  to 
which  the  poor  anioxal  was  tied  is  still  rcmainiog.  Stow  speaks 
aUo  of  a  fair  at  Rye,  which  would  imply  one  held  within  the 
town;  but  of  this  1  can  »ay  nothiag. 

Aa  we  ATP  on  the  subject  of  sports,  we  may  tnestion  here  that 
in  very  earlv  limrs  May -day  was  celebrated  with  great  spirit  in 
the  town  a{  Rye ;  yoimg  people  going  oat  st  cunrise,  and  re- 
tttmtog  with  large  bougna  and  branches  of  trees,  with  which 
they  adorned  the  fronu  of  the  house-i.  I  have  somewhere  read 
that  the  corporntioD,  some  three  htudrcd  vcars  ago,  possessed 
certain  wooolaoda,  called  the  Common  U'oods,  whither  the 
people  tiaed  to  go  and  cut  the  boughs,  until  at  length  they  did 
so  much  damage  Ihey  were  prohihited  from  doing;  it.  A  few 
Tean  ago,  here  and  therc,a  sohtary  May-bough  graced  a  honse» 
but  tbey  have  now  ceased  to  appear  auo^ther.  A  garland  or 
two,  carried  by  little  children,  and  the  chimney-aweepers  in 
their  ivy  leaves,  reprejM:ntiitg  "  Jack  o(  May,"  arc  the  onlv  rcBci 
of  those  May-day  sports,  so  characteristic  of  merry  EiigUud  in 
former  times. 
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THE  TRUE  UAYDE  OF  THE  SOUTHj 

OB, 

A  ran  uxample  of  a  Mayde  dwelling  at  Rie,  In  Sdwm,  wbo,  for  the  love  of  a  youn  g 
nwD  of  Lettenhlie,  went  bofond  (m  In  tfae  hobll  of  a  page,  and  nfler,  to  their 
heart's  cootent,  were  Sbtb  manTed  at  MBgrnm,  in  Gnrmatiy,  and  now  dwelling 
at  Rle  aToreaald. 

To  the  tone  of  "  Come,  come,  m;  iweet  and  bonny  one." 

Within  the  haren  loane  of  Rjv, 

That  itanda  In  Suanux  falle, 
Theli  dwelt  a  malde,  whoM  conitancle 
Tranfcendeth  all  compaie. 
Tbli  tnrtls  dore 
Did  (tearl;  lore 
A  joath,  iHio  did  oppeare. 
In  mlnde  and  bice. 
To  be  the  grace 
And  pride  of  Lsater-shire. 

Tbia  yoang  man,  with  n  noble  peere, 

Who  liVt  bli  HiTTiee  weU, 
Went  from  bU  oatiTB  Leiter-ablre 
Id  Su«iwz  for  to  dwell. 

Where  II  Ting  nye 

The  tonne  of  Rye, 
Tbia  pretty  mayde  did  bean 

Of  hli  good  parta. 

Who,  b;  deserta, 
Wat  pride  of  Leeter-ahlre. 

For  coming  once  Into  that  toune. 

It  wai  at  flnt  bla  chance 
To  meet  with  her,  wboae  \aan  renowns 
AU  Snaaex  did  adTance. 

And  abe  llkewjae, 

In  hU  falre  eye*. 
When  one«  ^e  came  blm  neere, 

Did  plainly  lea 

That  none  bat  bfl 
Wb>  pride  of  Leater-ahtrck 

Then  little  Capld,  god  of  lore, 

B^an  to  play  lila  part. 
And,  on  tbe  nidden,  from  aboTe, 
He  abot  hia  golden  dart 
Which  did  constralne 
Tbeae  loren  twaine 
To  prise  each  other  deere. 
Sweet  Margery 
Lor'd  Anthony, 
The  pride  of  LsBtw-ahire. 

Tbiu  with  concordant  aympotb]' 
Tbeie  loien  wen  combined 
One  loT'd  the  other  heartily, 
Yet  neither  told  their  mind. 
Sbe  long'd  to  apeoke, 
Her  mind  to  breake 
Unto  her  lover  deare ; 

Sbe  dunt  not  tall, 
Tbowb  abe  lor'd  well, 
Tbe  pride  ofLeater-Alre. 

30 
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Within  ihuTt  thD«  It  came  to  patH, 
To  WB  Uw  young  man  went. 

And  left  ttlj  yooog  and  pretty  luw; 
In  woe  and  diaconteDl. 
Who  w^  full  tore. 
And  ^rln'd  therefore. 

When  trnely  ihe  did  beere 
That  bar  nml-beart 
From  bar  mniit  part. 

The  (Hide  of  Leiler-iblre. 


THl    BKCOHV    rART. 

To  the  Mve  tune. 

It  Wat  hli  bap  that  time  to  goe, 

TotrsTatI  witb  bblord; 
Wbich  lo  bit  heart  did  breed  mncb  woe. 
Yet  coald  lie  not  afford 

A  remedy 

To'i  misery. 
But  Deeda  he  moit  leave  here, 

Hli  Madge,  behlnde ; 

Who  grier'd  In  mlnde 
For  ibe  pride  ol  [<eateT-ihlre. 

She  l)elDg  then  bereaTod  cleaiw 

Of  hope,  yet  did  innni. 
By  her  rare  poiicy,  a  nwana 
To  worke  l)er  heart'*  conlenl. 
In  garmenta  atrsnge 
She  atralgbt  did  change, 
llsiself  rejecting  Teare, 
To  goe  witb  bim 
Wbom  the  did  deeme 
Tbe  pride  of  Leater-ablre. 

And  In  the  bnbil  of  a  page 
Sha  did  entreat  his  lord, 
That,  tielngaboy  of  lender  age. 
He  would  Lbia grace  afford, 
That  be  night  goe 
Seirice  to  9 bow 
To  bim  both  far  and  neere, 
WboUtte  thought 
What  lore  ibe  ought 
To  the  pride  of  Leiler-»bire. 

TbU  lord  did  take  her,  at  she  leeni'). 

To  be  a  pretty  tnd  ; 
And  for  bii  page  be  her  e«teem'd, 
Wbich  made  her  heart  full  glad. 

To  Ma  went  abe. 

And  lo  dill  he, 
Whom  ibe  esleem'd  to  deare  i 

Who,  for  ber  uke. 

Great  moana  did  make, 
And  nheil  fall  many  a  teare. 

Thus  be,  |iaor  lad,  lay  nt-ere  hii  love 

Full  many  a  tedioui  nlgbt. 
While  she,  aweet  mayde,  did  sighing  provi- 

A  loTet'i  true  delight. 
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SbB  bmrd  bim  wbepti 
When  he  should  aleeiw, 
And  abed  forth  many  a  tnre ; 

For  Margery, 

Who  then  U;  b; 
The  pride  of  Lealer-ahlre. 

Thiu,  with  herlorer,  traTuU'd  abee. 

Wat  hU  compuDioD  atlll ; 
Yet  she  did  keepe  ber  modet  ^e 
Until  ibe  had  ber  wiil. 

Sbee  beard  bit  moane, 

Yet,  Jtilt  nnltDOwne, 
Sbe  kept  benelf  for  feare  i 

Yet,  at  tbe  lut, 

She  cleav'd  faU  feat 
I'd  the  pride  of  Lester-ahire. 

For  baring  traTct ted  III  veekea, 

Unknowne  unto  hn  lover. 
With  rolale  bliubeii  In  her  cheekei', 
HtT  minde  ibe  did  discover. 
"  See  bare,''  quotb  she, 
"  One  tbat  for  thee 
Hath  ieri  ber  parenta  desre. 
Poor  Mai^ry, 
The  mayde  of  RIe, 
I  an.    Bebold  me  here." 

When  ADtboDj  did  heare  Uila  words, 

HU  heart  with  Joy  did  leape. 
He  went  unto  bin  noble  loide, 
To  whom  he  did  repent 

Tbls  wonderfull  tbing. 

Which  atraiRbt  did  hnng 
Amaiement  to  blm  tbere. 

"Of  mch  a  page, 

In  any  ngo," 
Qaotb  be,  "  I  did  not  beare." 

At  Magram,  then,  in  Germany, 

Tbelr  lord  did  Me  tbem  marryed  ( 
From  whence,  unto  tbe  tonne  of  Rye 
In  England,  were  tbey  carried. 
Where  now  tbey  dwell. 
Beloved  well 
Of  n«lgbboiua  far  and  neare. 
Sweet  Margery 
Loves  Anthony, 
The  pride  of  Leater-abire. 

Yoamaydea  and  young  men  warning  take 

Uy  tbeae  two  loren  klnde, 
Who  ever  you  your  choyce  doe  make. 
To  tbem  be  tnie  in  mlnde. 

For  perfect  love 

Come*  from  above. 
Ax  may  by  tbia  eppeare, 

Which  came  to  paaae, 

By  Suaiex  laaae, 
And  tbe  tul  of  Leater-ablre. 

PrlnleJ  at  London,  for  Fraocia  Canlea,     Flnla.^ 


ui!irKi.i.*Neoua. 


The  exact  date  or  tliU  ballad  it  u  not  easy  to  detennine. 
Coulcs  here  mentioned  lived  in  the  rdgn  of  Queen  Anne,  uid 
n*]tniitcd  raanv  iNtllails  of  an  older  date  tban  ihoac  of  his  onn 
iimci ;  and  Bomr  iinli(iuarie8  urv  of  ufiUuou  it  may  be  u  old 
•a  the  time  of  Qurcn  Eli/ab«lh. 

Down  to  the  year  1770,  there  vta  on}y  one  carrier's  cart 
whurh  came  into  Rye ;  whereas  now  there  are  about  twentr, 
and  some  few  years  since  tberr  were  morc< 

In  1778  the  liret  stttge-r«>ach  (calle<l  the  Diligrnce)  mn  from 
Kyc  lu  LondoDi  ixnipyin^  tiflccn  or  sixteen  btiura  in  the  joiimey, 
going  oue  (lay  and  returning  the  next.  The  pr«ft<>nt  coach  nins 
only  to  the  railway  statioit  at  Staplehurst,  whither  it  goes  in 
themoniing,  and  returns  evcr>'  nighu 

About  tho  veAr  1786  lived  a  man  in  the  High  street,  oppualte 
Jarrett's yard,  by  (he  name  of  Uuesied.  who  let  out  a  Itorse  and 
rhnisc  :  niid,  with  the  hope  of  attracting  customcra,  had  the 
following  lines  written  over  tua  door : 

A  ban*  ■»)  rbklM, 
To  1^  all  irmsr*, 
n'brttii'r  tbet'm  (ooil  <»  ted. 
Bwiilpi,  I  hue  here. 
I  lid  •irtXtrr, 

A  *nj  cutful  Ud. 

Sixty  years  ago  the  mail  only  airired  twice  a  week ;  bul 
now  there  is  one  from  London  twice  a-day,  beaides  three  cross 
poflt-delix'eries. 

The  town-crier,  a  few  years  ago,  when  crying  fish  for  sale, 
used  to  conclude  witli  these  words,  "as  the  buyer  and  seller 
can  agree."  At  the  end  of  all  notice*  be  then  nddcd,  '<  <iod 
save  the  King."  But  this  loyal  cxclamMion  is  now  cDlirrlr 
omitted;  as  are  these  words,  which  formerly  eommenecd  ail 
notices,  "  Oyez !  Ovez !  Oyci !"  commonly  coovertcd  into 
**Oh,ye8!  Oh,  yea!  Oh,  yes!" 

Altliougti  a  |Mst  came  to  Rye  in  16£M,  still  the  inhnbitants 
availed  themwhcs  of  the  rippiers.  who  for  so  many  years  pre- 
viously iriivirlled  to  Londnn  with  their  fish,  tn  carry  things  to 
and  fro;  and  in  this  year  Jeakc  says  he  sent  a  letter  to  London 
by  this  conveyance. 

In  1814,  on  the  proclamntion  of  peace,  this  happy  c^'cnt  was 
celebrated  at  Rye  on  the  I2th  of  August,  with  great  rejoicings ; 
belts  ringing,  bands  jilnyiug.  The  poor  were  regaled  with  a 
dinner  in  the  Pole  Mar».h.  Afterwanls  tlie  mayor, corporation, 
and  other  iababitaols  dined  together  at  the  Ocorgc  Inn.  In 
the  evening  there  wu  a  display  of  fireworks ;  and,  finally,  a  ball 
at  the  tbratrc. 

Jcnkc  infortna  us  that  *'on  Sept.  8tb>  1892,  about  2  p.ra., 
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there  viaa  n  trnmbUng  of  th<;  earth  under  the  town  of  Ryc>  so 
as  to  ihaIcc  the  huu»<^-s  shake  uiiil  household  9tnff  move  on  the 
shclvett,  but  Ustcd  not  a  minute.  No  wind  stirring  nt  the  time. 
Thi4  earthquake,  as  ire  aflctrarda  heard,  was  felt  throughout 
Eu^bnd,  France,  Delgium,  and  part  of  Germany,  as  far  as 
Frankfort." 

Msy  6th,  1631.  On  this  night  there  was  a  most  severe  froat) 
with  ice  of  the  thickness  of  a  fihilliiig.  It  killed  all  the  French 
beans,  the  younft  shoots  of  the  vine  were  cut  oflf,  as  well  aa  thoftc 
of  thu  laurel,  the  ash,  and  llie  oak ;  but  the  iree^  u'hirh  sutfi^red 
most  were  the  chcsouts  and  wiilnuts,  the  Ivave*  of  which  ncre 
turned  black,  and  crumbled  in  the  hand  as  though  they  had  been 
singed  by  fire. 

Nov.  29th,  1836.  On  this  day  occurred  one  of  the  most 
trcmeiidouit  gulft*  of  wind  I  ever  remeinbcr.  We  had  hud 
stormy  weather  for  a  week  or  ten  days  htforc  ;  but  on  this 
morning  it  raged  with  grcAl  violence,  particularly  from  I  I  a.m. 
to  '2  p.m.  Chimneys  were  blown  down  all  over  the  town,  tiles 
Hew  m  all  directions,  and  the  wreck  was  veiy  great.  It  seemed 
dan^rous  within  doors^and  atillmorc  without.  In  the  country 
many  mills,  bams,  and  outhouses  were  blown  down,  and  others 
unroofed.  \V'heat-atackB  were  uncovered,  and  slicnvcs  scat- 
tered. Trees  iniiurocrahle  were  uprooted.  At  .Vfoiiulfield,  near 
the  town,  fuurti^eii  or  fifteen  Inrge  trees  were  destroyed. 

Bee.  26th,  1836.  A  few  days  previously  it  snowed  a  Uttle  ; 
on  tlie  night  of  the  24th  it  itnowed,  ana  continued  to  do  so 
until  7  a.ra.  of  the  26th.  It  then  cleared  off  till  about  2  p.ra., 
when  it  came  on  asain,  and  continued  without  tatennission 
until  5  or  G  a.m.  of  tnc  2Clh,  when  there  was  the  dcc|M:8t  snow 
I  ever  beheld.  The  roads  were  completely  impassable;  the 
mail-cart  could  proceed  no  farther  than  licckicy  (six  miles),  and 
was  three  hours  getting  there.  There  was  no  coach  to  or 
from  London  for  seven  days ;  no  post  for  three.  The  streets 
of  Kye  were  so  full  of  snow  that  the  inhabitants  employed  seventy 
men  for  five  days  to  carry  it  away.  The  tumplke-road  bad  to 
be  opened  by  men  employed  by  the  ditfercnt  parifihes  through 
whicli  it  ran.  It  was  calculated  that  from  ten  to  fifteen 
thousand  sheep  were  lost  ia  the  snow,  in  the  various  marshes 
in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  winter  quarter  of  1845-6  has  been  remarkably  mild  •  no 
frost,  no  snow  ;  the  thermoineler  pretty  generally  ranging  from 
46*'  to  60",  sometimes  rising  aa  high  as  62''.  Vegctatiun  is  very 
forward.  The  crocus  and  aint-mone  hepatjca  are  out  of  hloom  ; 
the  blackthorn,  which  usually  blows  in  the  second  week  in 
Aprils  was  fully  out  in  the  middle  of  March ;  the  peich,  apri- 
cot, and  nectarine  arc  in  full  blossom ;  the  plums  and  pears 


614  UIHOBLLANBODB. 

ready  to  bunt.  And  this  was  the  state  of  vegetation  when  the 
sun  crossed  the  equator,  od  March  \9th,  and  comnienced  the 
spring  quarter,  and  on  that  very  day  a  considerable  fall  of  snow 
took  place,  a  frost  ensued,  and  on  the  21st  day  of  March,  1846, 
while  I  am  writing  the  closing  words  of  this  Bstory,  patches  of 
snow  are  still  lying  about ;  but  how  long  they  may  lie,  and 
what  may  be  the  e^ct  of  this  sudden  change,  when  the  ther- 
mometer has  sunk  to  42^,  it  must  be  the  task  of  other  writers 
to  record.  Be  the  future  season  fruitful  or  sterile,  be  the 
weather  mild  or  severe,  hot  or  cold,  wet  or  dry,  I  shall  dose 
this  little  work,  exclaiming,  as  I  began,  with  heart  and  voice, 


'611I1  Mbt  Cng^nlTf  anU  t^  Cotont  of  Kpi!" 
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SIC 


LiiT  or  auBBcaiBERs. 


Kenrick,  Mrti.,  Etut  Ohiutead,  Suuei 

KiuRlaJce,  A.  WiUiAin,  E«).,  Loudon 

l.niigforil,  PreJerick,  £■([.,  Uilicnorc 

LKDcbso),  James  Geo.,  Esq.,  i]aati[i|;a 

lATatmr,  John,  E*q.,  Rye 

LwrluiiKi  Rev.  L.  B.,  Vicarage,  ByaraK  Keot 

Lcn,  Mr.,  Lomloii 

Lorn,  Mr.  James,  Kye 

I.u.ifon),  Mr*.,  Higtiam  Iloiue,  Siumx 

lUnhrr,  Rer.  Jolni  Villi&nu,  R«elot  of  BrtAe,  Sosaet 

MuiBpr,  Dnvid,  Esq.,  Bye 

MnrUy,  Mr.,  Iiii-n  ,  ,  . 

MiUcr.  S«iiiuel,  Hsq.,  Llncolii*»>inn 

MouTpenny,  Tboiiua  Gjbboo,  Esq.,  Holo  Home.  Kent 

Hoon,  Hn.,  Enwwottli 

NurtoD.  MJM,  Rtc 

PbilipiR,  Rev.  John,  M.A.,  Rector  of  Niufield,  Samx 

Pii,  ThonLas,  Esq.,  Woodaide 

Fii*  TlwiuB  Smitb,  B«q.,  Rjrt 

Kldwr.  Mr.  Charles,  Solveudcn,  Kent 

Piper,  Mr.  CoDglinrtt,  Ila«k»tiuret 

Plomiey  Mr.,  Bye 

Pomfret,  Virgil,  Esq..  Trnterdvn 

Pomfret,  Kicliard  Curicts,  Enq.,  Rye 

Pow«U,  Jamn,  Esq.,  Chicfaeater 

Proctjir,  Kvr.  Fraoeiit,  Ctmbridije 

hoiaer,  Ber.  Jftmes,  R«c1or  of  Th&mc,  Oifurdsbire 

Banwdco,  ViUiani,  £»q..  Rye 

B«ai,  Ur.  Tbonus,  jun.,  UaoURgii 

BtUMll.  Mr.,  Rye 

8cliiK»*  Samuel,  Em].,  Beckley,  Surtex 

SeJoiM,  Mr-  Henry,  do.  • 

Selmrs  Mr.  Jame*,  Northiain 

Sboobridse,  Thomas,  Esq.,  TenUnlen     - 

Slvfe.  ClutveLl  EHq.,  Rye 

Smitb.  Jeremiah,  Esq.,  Ald«nnaii  of  Kj-e,  Bpringfietd  V 

Sinitb,  Bi-njamin,  Enq.,  M.P.  tot  Korwich 

Smitb,  Mr,  Chorlf*.  Rye  ,'-  "  - 

Stnngct,  Willinm,  E»q.,Town  Cleric,  Romncy 

TrtBB,  Mrs.,  Onie  Court,  Nortliuim 

Tliorpr,  Mr.  Tbunuia,  Rye      ... 

Vennall.  Mr.  Tbonu*.  do  ■  - 

Tidier,  John,  E«q.,  Alilerm&u  of  By« 

WaUon,  Hk...  Rye  • 

WDson,  Pranns  E»q..  do.  ■ 

M'rijjht.  Mr.  Uniiif!.  do. 

\V««Ubrd,  Tho«.,  Eeq„  Si.  L*ouanl'»-on-Sra 


111 


Total 


IU& 


EMflNMHr  ct 

Hm  MMnry  and  antlQulltM  ot 

SMnfoid  UnlvorMy  UbrarMs 

111    ' 


3    6505    038    134    099 


DATE  DUE 


STANFORD  UNJVERSTTY  UBRARIES 

STANFORD.  CAUFORNIA 

94305 


